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RIYADH/ANKARA: More than 1,000 
people have been killed and many 
others are missing or injured fol-
lowing a powerful earthquake that 
struck southeast Turkiye and north-
ern Syria early on Monday morning.  
The 7.8-magnitude quake struck just 
after 4 a.m. local time on Monday, 23 
kilometerseast of Nurdagi, Gazian-
tep province, at a depth of 24.1 kilo-
meters, according to data from the 
United States Geological Survey. It 
is not clear precisely how many peo-
ple have died, but news outlets have 
said the death toll is at least 641, and 
growing, across Turkiye and Syria 
with hundreds more believed to be 

still missing or injured. Turkish Vice 
President Fuat Oktay said the official 
death toll stood at 284, with a further 
2323 people reported as injured. Ok-
tay also said that 1712 buildings have 
collapsed. News agency AFP report-

ed at least 386 deaths in Syria, citing 
Syrian state media and a medical 
sources. Later,  the Syrian Observa-
tory for Human Rights put the death 
toll at 400 people with hundreds still 
missing. (Agencies)

Massive quake leaves hundreds dead, others missing in  
Turkiye and Syria 

Israeli judicial reform legislation won’t be 
halted, says justice minister

Ban on guns for marijuana users  
declared unconstitutional 

Italy reports massive global ransomware attack

China calls balloon incident a setback for ties with US

JERUSALEM: Israel’s justice minister 
said on Sunday he would not freeze 
“for even a minute” the legislative 
process for proposed judicial reforms 
that have drawn widespread condem-
nation both domestically and globally. 
Israel’s justice minister Yariv Levin’s 
comments to Hebrew media’s Chan-
nel 13 followed a statement earlier in 
the day from Israeli president Isaac 
Herzog, calling for the process to be 
temporarily halted. “Stop the whole 
process for a moment, take a deep 
breath, allow for dialogue because 
there is a huge majority of the peo-
ple who would like dialogue,” Herzog 
said in the statement. The plans to 

strengthen political control over ap-
pointments of judges, including the 
Supreme Court, while weakening that 
body’s ability to overturn legislation 
or rule against the government, have 
brought tens of thousands of Israelis 
onto the streets in nationwide pro-
tests, widening already deep political 
divisions in Israeli society. The govern-
ment of Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu says the reforms are needed to 
curb overreach by judges. Critics say 
the proposed changes will politicise 
the judiciary and compromise its inde-
pendence, foster corruption and harm 
Israel’s legal protection abroad and its 
economy. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: A federal judge has dis-
missed charges against a man accused 
of violating a US federal law prohib-
iting marijuana users from owning 
guns, ruling on Friday that the law 
itself violates the Second Amendment 
right to bear arms. While the gov-
ernment had the right to restrict gun 
ownership by “dangerous” people, it 
could not claim that Jared Harrison’s 
“mere status as a user of marijuana 
justifies stripping him of his funda-
mental right to possess a firearm,” 
US District Judge Patrick Wyrick of 
Oklahoma argued in his ruling. Mere-
ly using the drug – which is legal for 
medical purposes in the state – is “not 
in and of itself a violent, forceful, or 

threatening act,” the judge explained. 
Wyrick condemned the federal ban 
on gun ownership by cannabis users 
as “unconstitutionally vague” and “in 
violation of the Due Process Clause” 
in addition to being an infringement of 
Harrison’s Second Amendment rights, 
citing last year’s Supreme Court ruling 
(New York State Rifle & Pistol Associ-
ation, Inc. v. Bruen) strengthening gun 
rights in his decision. (Agencies)

ROME: Thousands of computer serv-
ers around the world have been target-
ed by a ransomware hacking attack, 
Italy’s National Cybersecurity Agency 
(ACN) said on Sunday, warning organ-
isations to take action to protect their 
systems. The hacking attack sought to 
exploit a software vulnerability, ACN 
director-general Roberto Baldoni told 
Reuters, adding it was on a massive 
scale. Italy’s ANSA news agency, cit-
ing the ACN, reported that servers had 
been compromised in other European 
countries such as France and Finland 
as well as the United States and Can-

ada. Dozens of Italian organisations 
were likely to have been affected, and 
many more had been warned to take 
action to avoid being locked out of 
their systems. Telecom Italia customers 
reported internet problems earlier on 
Sunday, but the two issues were not be-
lieved to be related. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Washington’s decision to 
shoot down a Chinese high-altitude 
balloon that had entered US airspace 
last week is detrimental to diplomatic 
relations between the two countries, 
Beijing’s Foreign Ministry said on 
Monday. By deciding to destroy the 
vessel, which China has described as 
a “civilian unmanned airship,” the US 
“obviously overreacted and seriously 
violated the spirit of international law 
and international practice,” the minis-
try asserted. “What the US has done 
has seriously impacted and damaged 
both sides’ efforts and progress in 
stabilizing Sino-US relations since 

the Bali meeting,” it added, referring 
to the November sit-down between 
President Joe Biden and Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping at the G20 summit 
in Indonesia. China “resolutely op-
poses and strongly protests” Wash-
ington’s response to the balloon inci-
dent, and “urges the US not to take 
further actions that harm China’s in-
terests, and not to escalate or expand 
the tension,” the ministry stated. It 
added that on Sunday Chinese Vice 
Foreign Minister Xie Feng lodged a 
solemn representation to the US em-
bassy decrying Washington’s attack 
on the balloon. (Agencies)

Iran pardons ‘tens of thousands’ of convicts 

Anti-Semitic flyers found in Atlanta suburbs

Train carrying hazardous chemicals derails

TEHRAN: Iran’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, has 
agreed to grant amnesty to “tens of 
thousands” of prisoners, among which 
are people convicted for their role 
in the recent protests and riots, state 
media reported on Sunday. The move 
coincided with the 44th anniversary of 
the Iranian Islamic Revolution, which 
is celebrated in Iran between February 
1 and 11. Those who participated in 
the protests and riots could have their 
sentences reduced or be pardoned al-
together, as long as they were not ac-
cused of espionage, contacting foreign 
intelligence agents, did not damage 
state property, and did not injure or 
kill anyone during the riots, state news 
agency IRNA said. Khamenei reported-
ly approved a request for the pardons 

that had been made by Iran’s Judiciary 
Chief Gholam Hossein Mohseni-Ejei. 
The supreme leader regularly issues 
similar verdicts on occasion of various 
religious festivities. The exact number 
of those covered by the amnesty has 
not been revealed, but IRNA reported 
“tens of thousands” could be pardoned. 
It is also unclear how many of those 
were convicted over participation in the 
protests. (Agencies)

ATLANTA: Anti-Semitic flyers were 
found scattered in driveways across the 
suburbs of the US city of Atlanta, Geor-
gia on Sunday morning. They were 
discovered in Sandy Springs and Dun-
woody, which are home to many Jew-
ish residents, local officials say. Dun-
woody Police Chief Billy Grogan said 
the force is “actively investigating” the 
incident in coordination with the Sandy 
Springs Police Department. Dunwoody 
Mayor Lynn Deutsch shared a photo of 
a flyer that claims the Jewish Talmud 
is “Satanic.” “The purpose of activities 
like this is to cause fear and to divide 
us,” the mayor wrote on Facebook. 
Sandy Springs Mayor Rusty Paul said 
officials were checking security camer-
as. “If legal charges are possible, they 

will be brought,” he said. “This kind of 
hate has no place in our state and the 
individuals responsible do not share 
Georgia’s values,” Governor Brian 
Kemp tweeted on Sunday. The US has 
seen an upswing in anti-Semitic crimes 
in recent years. The Anti-Defamation 
League (ADL) recorded 2,717 incidents 
targeting Jews in 2021 – the highest 
number since the group began keeping 
track in 1979. (Agencies)

OHIO: A train carrying chemicals de-
railed in the US state of Ohio late on 
Friday, causing a massive fire and 
triggering an evacuation of residents 
in the area. Some 50 cars from a 140-
car train went off the tracks in the 
village of East Palestine not far from 
the state border with Pennsylvania, 
the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) said on Saturday. There 
were no reports of fatalities or inju-
ries as a result of the derailment, but 
a massive blaze broke out at the site, 
which continued burning into Satur-
day. “It’s an active fire scene,” NTSB 
board member Michael Graham said. 
Several explosions were heard at the 
crash site on Saturday, according to 
media reports. Firefighters in East Pal-
estine were forced to work in hazmat 
suits as the ill-fated train had been 

transporting chemicals, among other 
things. According to the NTSB, ten of 
the derailed cars contained hazard-
ous materials, including five carrying 
vinyl chloride, a colorless gas used 
to make tubes for plumbing and oth-
er plastic products. The US National 
Cancer Institute warns that exposure 
to vinyl chloride is associated with the 
risk of several forms of cancer. So far, 
only a small amount of vinyl chloride 
was released through special pressure 
release devices, which are set up on 
train cars to prevent explosions, the 
NTSB said. The Ohio Environmental 
Protection Agency told CNN that as of 
Saturday evening it hadn’t discovered 
any dangerous levels of air contam-
ination in the area around the crash. 
Experts will remain on site “as long as 
necessary,” the agency assured. The 
massive fire and the threat of chemical 
explosions prompted local authorities 
to order an evacuation of residents 
living within 1 mile (1.6km) of the site 
of the incident. Around 2,000 people, 
roughly half of East Palestine’s popu-
lation, had to leave their homes, with 
the remaining inhabitants told to stay 
indoors. (Agencies)

Senior Taiwan oppo-
sition leader to visit 

China amid tensions

 Microplastics 
found in human 

veins

TAIPEI: A senior leader of the Kuo-
mintang (KMT), Taiwan’s main op-
position party, will visit China this 
week and meet its top Taiwan pol-
icy-maker, the party said on Mon-
day, amid continued military and 
political tensions between the two 
sides. China has over the past three 
years ramped up pressure on Tai-
wan to accept Chinese sovereignty, 
including staging regular military 
drills near the democratically-gov-
erned island. Taiwan’s government 
rejects China’s territorial claims. 
The KMT said its deputy chairman 
Andrew Hsia would leave for China 
on Wednesday and meet Song Tao, 
the newly appointed head of Chi-
na’s Taiwan Affairs Office, in a rare 
high-level interaction between top 
politicians from Taiwan and China 
given the current strains. Hsia, a 
former Taiwanese diplomat and 
one-time head of Taiwan’s Mainland 
Affairs Council, and his delegation 
will “conduct exchanges and dia-
logue on the basis of equality and 
dignity”, the KMT said. (Agencies)

HULL: Microplastics have been 
found for the first time in human vein 
tissue, a team of researchers from 
the University of Hull revealed last 
week. Five distinct types of micro-
plastic were discovered in samples 
taken from the saphenous (leg) veins 
of patients undergoing heart bypass 
surgery. “We were surprised to find 
them,” Professor Jeanette Rotchell 
said in a press release accompanying 
the paper’s publication in the journal 
PLoS One. “We already know mi-
croplastics are in blood…but it was 
not clear whether they could cross 
blood vessels into vascular tissue and 
this work would suggest they can do 
just that.” The UK-based research-
ers found an average concentration 
of 15 particles of plastic per gram of 
vein tissue, similar to or higher than 
the levels found in lung and colon tis-
sue, but observed that the shape and 
types of plastic found in the vascular 
tissue was markedly different from 
other tissue types. “These first human 
tissue analyses suggest that the distri-
bution of the microplastics’ predom-
inant types may be tissue-specific,” 
Rotchell observed. (Agencies)

Major blaze hits Buddhist temple in Australia 
CANBERRA: A Buddhist temple in 
Melbourne, Australia was completely 
engulfed by a major fire on Sunday 
evening that eyewitnesses said turned 
into a real “inferno.”  Some three doz-
en fire trucks and around 150 fire-
fighters were deployed to the scene to 
contain the blaze, according to Daily 
Mail. Australia’s ABC News put the 
number of firefighters at 80. Photos 
and videos published on social media 
show the temple complex alight, with 
massive flames rising above its roof 
and a column of thick black smoke 
billowing into the evening sky over the 
area. According to several media re-
ports, smoke from the two-story build-

ing was seen as far as 15km away. 
The temple is located in Melbourne’s 
southeastern suburb of Springvale 
and was a popular landmark and 
place of worship for thousands of local 
Buddhists. Local residents were urged 
to stay inside and close all doors and 
windows. People were also asked to 
keep the roads clear for emergency 
vehicles and to avoid site of the fire. 
(Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: In the wake of deadly 
suicide attack on Police Lines mas-
jid, the Peshawar police on Monday 
decided to re-audit security measures 
of government installations and sensi-
tive places in the provincial capital. In 
this regard CCPO Peshawar Muham-
mad Ijaz Khan chaired a high-level 
meeting in Peshawar Police Lines on 
current security situation that was 
attended by SSP Coordination Za-
hoor Babar Afridi, SSP Operations 
Kashif Aftab Abbasi, SSP Investiga-
tion Shahzada Kaukab Farooq, Com-

mandant Campus Tajmmul Khan, SP 
Headquarters Rahim Hussain, SP Se-
curity Atiq Shah, and senior officers. 
CCPO Muhammad Ijaz Khan direct-
ed the officers to conduct audits of the 
government installations and sensi-
tive places in the city. He emphasized 
over the need to take concrete steps 
to make the security arrangements 
more efficiently to avert any mishap 
in future. The CCPO made it clear 
that no negligence would be tolerated 
during the duty. In order to maintain 
law and order and prevent any untow-

ard incident, the meeting also decided 
to conduct information-based target-
ed search and strike operations, snap 
checks and reactivate special check-
points. It was also decided that inter-
nal collaboration and cooperation will 
be strengthened in order to protect 
people’s lives and property. The de-
cision to audit security measures was 
in the light of deadly suicide attack on 
Peshawar Police Lines masjid that left 
at least 84 people, mostly policemen, 
dead, and injured over 170 others. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A special prayer cere-
mony was held on Monday at Rescue 
1122 headquarters to express solidar-
ity with the martyred and injured per-
sonnel in the police lines blast tragedy. 
Director General of the Emergency 
Services Rescue Service (Rescue 
1122), Dr. Khateer Ahmed, offered 
prayers for the souls of the martyred 
personnel and for the swift recovery 

of the injured. He said,” our thoughts 
and prayers go out to the martyred 
and injured personnel in the police 
lines tragedy “. He praised the brav-
ery and courage of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Police and acknowledged 
their unparalleled efforts in fighting 
terrorism. He expressed gratitude for 
the sacrifices made by these martyrs 
that have helped establish peace in 

the country, particularly in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. The Director General 
stated that the rescue personnel and 
the police work closely together in 
handling any emergency incidents. 
The rescue personnel, who view their 
duty as a form of worship, are always 
ready to assist the people and are not 
afraid to make any necessary sacrific-
es, he added. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Renowned religious 
scholar Mufti Muhammad Nadeem 
Al-Mahmoudi on Monday said that 
religious seminaries were the for-
tresses of islam and modern educa-

tional institutions were the need of 
hour. He said that religious seminar-
ies play an important role in an Islam-
ic society besides educating the mass-
es in the light of the Islamic teaching. 
He expressed these views while ad-
dressing the ceremony of reciting the 
Holy Quran and memorizing Bukhari 
Sharif and Dastarbandi at Jamia 
Darul Salam Musab bin Umeer in 
Mardan. Former Provincial Minister 
Hafiz Akhtar Ali, Maulana Gul Amin, 
Chairman of Neighborhood Council 
Baghdad-3 Mufti Irfanuddin and oth-
er scholars were also present on the 
occasion. He noted that anti-Islamic 
elements across the globe were active, 
their nefarious designs could only be 

countered by forging unity among 
Muslim Ummah by bringing all the 
religious scholars at one page. He 
said that in order to break the propa-
ganda of the West against Islam, there 
is dire need to present real and true 
image of our religion. On the occa-
sion, he while congratulating the stu-
dents and teachers said that religious 
schools were playing a remarkable 
role in promotion of Islam. “In order 
to understand the true meaning of re-
ligion, we need to follow the preach-
ings of the Holy Quran, Sunnah and 
hadiths.”He emphasized that every 
Muslim should recite the holy book 
Qur’an with meaning, to have better 
understanding of Islam. (APP)
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Police to re-audit security measures of Peshawar’s sensitive places

Prayer ceremony held for police lines blast victims  
at Rescue1122 headquarters

Role of religious schools lauded in promotion of Islam

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 275.04 275.54

China Yuan 40.72 41.12

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.54

Saudi Riyal 73.21 73.51

U.A.E Dirham 74.80 75.10

UK Pound 331.71 332.41

Euro 296.66 297.26

Australian Dollar 190.31 192.71

Canadian Dollar 205.22 207.42

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
205,300

Rs 
188,191

Rs 
179,637

Rs 
153,975

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
176,012

Rs 
161,343

Rs 
154,010

Rs 
132,009

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,601 Rs 16,134 Rs 15,401 Rs 13,201

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
498,986

Rs 
457,402

Rs 
436,613

Rs 
374,240

Filing nomination papers for by-election begins

Cold and dry weather predicted for most KP

People staged protest against load-shedding 
in Mohmand

JUI-F seeks nominations for by-poll elections

WSSCM organizes rally in connection with 
‘Kashmir Day’

Terrorists’ attack on Tank check post thwarted

CS, IGP call on CM; discuss law and order in KP

Power suspension for Peshawar, Dir notified

Woman gives birth to twins inside Rescue 
1122 ambulance

DNA of head, body, hairs of suicide bomber 
of police line mosque blast matched: IGP

Entry with helmets, bulletproof jackets 
banned in Police Lines

PESHAWAR: Filing of nomination 
papers for 8 vacant National As-
sembly Constituencies scheduled 
on March 16, 2023, began here on 
Monday. The process that began on 
Monday (today) would continue till 
February 8, 2023, and the initial list 
of all candidates would be published 
on February 09, 2023, and their 
scrutiny would continue till Febru-
ary 13, 2023. Appeals against the ac-
ceptance or rejection of nomination 
papers by the Returning Officers 

(ROs) could be filed with the con-
cerned Appellate Tribunal by Feb-
ruary 16, 2023, which would decide 
these appeals by February 23, 2023. 
A revised list of candidates would 
be issued on February 21 and nom-
ination papers could be returned by 
February 22, 2023. The final list of 
candidates would be issued on Feb-
ruary 23, 2023, and electoral sym-
bols would be given to them while 
polling would be held on March 16, 
2023.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Mon-
day predicted cold and dry weather 
over most districts of the province, 
while very cold in upper districts and 
hilly areas. During the last 24 hours, 
rain with snowfall over the hills oc-
curred over most districts of the 
province. Rain recorded (in mm): Dir, 
Kalam, and Saidu Sharif 10 (each), 
Kakul 09, Buner 08, Peshawar, Kohat, 
Risalpur & Pashat Bajaur 07 (each), 
Drosh & Ghalanai 06 (each), Tim-
ergara, Parachinar, Landi Kotal 05 
(each), Mirkhani 04, Chitral, Mardan 
& Mamad Gut 03 (each) and Cherat 
Trace. Snowfall recorded in Kalam 
was 05 inches while in Malamjaba 

03 inches. Rainfall was Recorded (in 
mm) and Snowfall (in inches) during 
the last 24 hours at Different stations 
of KPK. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City 
24/10, Chitral 12/01, Timergara 20/05, 
Dir 17/00, Mirkhani 14/-02, Kalam 10/-
04, Drosh 11/02, Saidu Sharif 19/04, 
Pattan 18/07, Malam Jabba 09/-01, 
Takht Bhai 22/06, Kakul 17/03, Bal-
akot 18/05, Parachinar 11/-5, Bannu 
23/06, Cherat 13/03, D.I. Khan 27/08. 
The minimum temperatures in the 
province were, Parachinar -05, Ka-
lam -04 �C, Mirkhani & Tirah-Khyber 
-02�C (each). (APP)

PESHAWAR: Protesters in Mohmand 
tribal district blocked the Pesha-
war-Bajaur highway due to longest 
electricity loadshedding. This caused 
inconvenience to passengers and 
traders in Yaka Ghand Bazaar, who 
completely shut down the market. 
The speakers at the protest stated 
that despite two dams in the district, 

they are not receiving electricity, and 
the tribal districts are being treated 
unfairly. They said people are frus-
trated as loadshedding in the area 
exceeds 22 hours and life has become 
paralyzed. They are shouting slogans 
against WAPDA and demanding an 
immediate end to the loadshedding.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Chairman of Jami-
at Ulema islam (JUIF) Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Ameer Maulana Atta ur 
Rehman while chairing a meeting on 
Monday, directed the local leader-
ship to immediately send the Names 
of candidates for national and pro-
vincial Constituencies to Provincial 
Secretariat Mufti Mahmood Center. 
The preparations for upcoming gen-
eral elections was reviewed in the 
meeting, and necessary instructions 
to the party office bearers was also 
being issued. It was decided in the 
meeting that the provincial leaders 
would visit the southern districts at 
the end of February, to address the 

training convention at the district 
level. Speaking at the occasion, Mau-
lana Attaur Rehman said the wrong 
policies of PTI government pushed 
the country into bankruptcy as re-
cord huge foreign loans were taken 
from IMF on strict terms and condi-
tions. Fatiha was offered for martyrs 
of the police. The meeting also dis-
cussed the ongoing political situa-
tion of the country. The meeting was 
attended by Maulana Amanullah 
Haqqani, Abdul Jalil Jan, Shah Hus-
sain Alai, Haji Daneshmand, Noorul 
Islam, Muhammad Asrar Marwat, 
Maulana Ahmad Ali Darwish and 
Jalaluddin Advocate.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Water and Sanitation 
Service Company Mardan (WSSCM) 
has organized a rally to show solidar-
ity with people of illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir(IIOJK). Deputy 
Manager Customer Relations Rahat-
ullah, Assistant Manager Works Syed 
Waqar Ali Shah, Social Mobilizer 
Sajjad Ahmed and Media Officer Ju-
naid Yousafzai, students and teachers 
of Working Focus Grammar Higher 
Secondary school participated in the 
rally. The participants of the rally 
were holding placards and banners 
with the slogans of ‘Kashmir belongs 
to us’, ‘Kashmir will become part of 
Pakistan’. Deputy Manager Customer 

Relations Rahatullah while address-
ing said that the purpose of the ral-
ly was to express solidarity with the 
Kashmiri people for their birth right 
to freedom. He said that human rights 
were being continuously violated in 
IIOJK. The United Nations should 
play its integral role in that regard, as 
per the resolutions of the United Na-
tions Security Council. He said that 
illegal occupation of Kashmir by In-
dian forces and government was not 
acceptable at any cost. Later, the par-
ticipants of the rally paid homage to 
the martyrs of Kashmir and said that 
the matchless sacrifices of the mar-
tyrs would soon bear fruits.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The police in Tank dis-
trict of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa late Sun-
day night thwarted a terrorist attack 
on Pir Tangi police check post in the 
jurisdiction of Jandola police station. 
Police informed an exchange of fire 
between police and terrorists contin-
ued for more than 10 minutes after 
which terrorists managed to flee the 
area. Local residents also came out 
to support the police force. Police suf-

fered no casualty in exchange of fire, 
however, there were reports of inju-
ries and killings on the terrorists’ side. 
Meanwhile, the Inspector General (IG) 
KP police, Muazzam Jah Ansari talked 
to Tank police personnel on telephone 
and praised their bravery. He said that 
there was a red alert in the province 
after the Peshawar blast in which 84 
people including police officers and ci-
vilians were martyred. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Newly appointed Chief 
Secretary Imdadullah Bosal met with 
Caretaker Chief Minister Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Muhammad Azam Khan 
here on Monday and discussed vari-
ous issues related to administration 
and good governance in the province. 
In the meeting they discussed matters 
related to peaceful, fair and transpar-

ent conduct of general election. The 
interim CM congratulated Imdadul-
lah Bosal on assuming responsibili-
ties as chief secretary of the province. 
Meanwhile, Inspector General of Po-
lice Moazzam Jah Ansari also met 
with Azam Khan and discussed issues 
related to improving law and order in 
the province. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Mon-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Shahi Bagh Grid 
Station on 7th, 11th and 13th of Febru-
ary from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m due to which 
consumers of 11 KV Chardadda Road, 
Nishat, feeders will face inconvenience. 
It said the power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Peshawar In-
dustrial Grid Station on 7th, 9th and 
13th February from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Kakshal, Dheri, Abasin feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Peshawar Fort Grid Station on 7th,9th 
and 13th February from 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Dabgri and Shoba feeders will face 

inconvenience. The power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Sakhi Chashma Grid Station on 7th, 
9th and 13th February from 9:00 a.m.to 
3:00 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Maqsood Abad, Opazai, Pirbala1, 
2, Industrial, Chaghar Matti, Pajagai, 
Benazir Women University, Muslim 
Abad, Khazana feeders will face incon-
venience. The power supply will also 
remain suspended from 66 KV Dir Grid 
Station on 7th of February from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Wari, Sheringal, Barwal feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 66KV Dir 
Grid Station on 7th of February from 12 
p.m. to 2.00 p.m. resultantly consumers 
of 11 KV Dir, Dir Express, Panakot, 
Usheral feeders will face inconve-
nience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A woman gave birth 
to twins inside the ambulance of 
Rescue 1122 here on Monday. A 
spokesman of Rescue 1122 in-
formed that an expecting woman 
from Ashab Baba area was being 
shifted to the hospital by the res-
cue staff in an ambulance. Owing 
to the critical state of the woman, 

the lady emergency medical techni-
cian, Mehrun Nisa of Rescue 1122 
expertly handled the situation with 
the consent of the family of the 
woman. The professional skills of 
the lady medical technician paid off 
as the woman gave birth to twins 
inside the Rescue 1122 ambulance.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: In a latest update on 
police line mosque blast here, the 
DNA of head, body and hairs found 
in the helmet used by the suicide 
bomber matched, said Inspector 
General of Police Mauzzam Jah 
Ansari on Monday. He further said 
that TNT explosive was used in the 
blast which reportedly occurred 
in old hall of the mosque built on 
bricks without erecting any pil-
lar or steel rods, adding that due 
to severity of the blast the brick 

walls could not remain intact and 
ultimately the roof collapsed and 
caused huge causalities. The police 
chief claimed that during the recent 
investigation a banned outfit had 
been identified as the perpetrator 
of police line blast, while the facili-
tators had also been identified and 
were also involved in recent acts 
of terrorism. He said soon the net-
work of terrorists would be bust-
ed and culprits brought to justice.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: In the wake of the 
deadly suicide attack on Police Lines’ 
mosque which claimed the lives of at 
least 84 people, mostly police officials, 
the security requirements for entry 
into Police Lines have further been 
tightened. Police sources said that 
people, including policemen carrying 
arms and wearing helmets, will not 

be allowed to enter the Police Lines. 
The entry of police officials wearing 
bullet-proof jackets would also re-
main banned in the Police Lines. The 
sources added that people entering 
the mosque of Police Lines for prayer 
would be thoroughly body-searched, 
adding that no relaxation would be 
given to anyone in that regard.(APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Tuesday 7 February 2023

It would seem as though Wikipedia has joined a comprehensive list 
of internet giants that have been threatened or outright banned by 
the Pakistan Telecommunication Authority (PTA) for supporting 
or promoting ‘sacrilegious content’. Worryingly, there is a real af-
finity for censorship that cannot be denied but what remains most 
concerning is that in the midst of an economic and political crisis 
that may lead the country towards a total collapse, this is what au-
thorities have chosen to take strict action against. According to the 
statement issued by the PTA, Wikimedia Foundation—the charity 
that runs Wikipedia—was given warnings pertaining to the remov-
al of ‘sacrilegious content’ and the failure to comply is what led to 
the ban. There are multiple problems with this; Wikipedia is a free 
and editable online encyclopedia. This means that almost anyone 
who makes an account on the platform is able to edit the informa-
tion available, prompting the question: if there was an immediate 
and grave concern, why did the authorities not just assume respon-
sibility and change the information itself? Secondly, what is most 
concerning is that Wikipedia is a free source of information and 
knowledge for all. It is the first site that Google displays in recog-
nition of its importance as a one-stop website where anyone can 
educate themselves about a wide range of topics. To restrict such a 
valuable asset in a country like Pakistan where people already lack 
access to credible information is absolutely unacceptable. It goes 
against fundamental rights like that to information and knowledge 
and as a country claiming to a progressive state that values edu-
cation, taking a step like this should be unfathomable. Lastly, this 
affinity for censorship that our country has developed will prove to 
be very detrimental in the long term. There has been a list of prom-
inent companies that PTA has blocked or restricted over the course 
of years—like YouTube, TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, 
WhatsApp and Telegram—because there was some content that it 
did not agree with. This should not be the first and most immediate 
reaction to have and in a world that prioritises a diverse range of 
opinions and practices values of tolerance, such steps would cast 
us as an outsider.

Banning Wikipedia

State legislatures around the United 
States are keenly watching the fate of 
a Massachusetts bill allowing prison-
ers to receive up to one year off their 
jail sentence by donating their organs. 
According to reports, Bill HD.3822, 
called the “Act to establish the Mas-
sachusetts incarcerated individual 
bone marrow and organ donation 
program,” would allow participating 
prisoners to receive a minimum of 
60 days and up to a whole year off 
their sentence. It would be set up in 
a special parole hearing based sim-
ilarly on commuted sentences for 
“good behavior.”  However, it would 
also encourage repeat donations, and 
since those incarcerated in the US 
are disproportionately minorities and 
low-income earners, it bears similari-
ties to the country’s blood and plasma 
donation scheme. That system preys 
on low-income earners and students, 
encouraging them to consistently do-
nate their blood at for-profit collection 
centers, effectively selling it in a sort 
of vampiric version of capitalism. In 
a 2019 piece titled ‘Harvesting the 
Blood of America’s Poor: The Latest 
Stage of Capitalism,’ Alan MacLeod 
observed that “around 130 million 
Americans admit an inability to pay 
for basic needs like food, housing or 
healthcare, buying and selling blood 
is one of the few booming industries 
America has left.” “The number of 
collection centers in the United States 
has more than doubled since 2005 and 
blood now makes up well over 2% of 
total US exports by value. To put that 
in perspective, Americans’ blood is 
now worth more than all exported 

corn or soy products that cover vast 
areas of the country’s heartland,“ he 
said.  According to MacLeod, “The US 
supplies fully 70 percent of the world’s 
plasma, mainly because most other 
countries have banned the practice 
on ethical and medical grounds. Ex-
ports increased by over 13 percent, to 
$28.6 billion, between 2016 and 2017, 
and the plasma market is projected 
to ‘grow radiantly,’ according to one 
industry report. The majority goes to 
wealthy European countries. Germa-
ny, for example, buys 15% of all US 
blood exports. China and Japan are 
also key customers.” But low-incom-
ers giving blood for money is a very 
different scenario from prisoners lit-
erally giving their organs for freedom. 
The most important difference is that 
the proposed organ donations by pris-
oners would be the result of a criminal 
penalty. The US Constitution prohib-
its “cruel and unusual punishment” 
of convicts, and one could argue this 
makes the bill unconstitutional. But 
the way it is framed means the or-
gan-for-freedom contract is not tech-
nically a punishment — but simply a 
voluntary system that can reduce a 
convict’s actual punishment. Neither 
is it necessarily cruel, since a person 
can live a normal everyday life with-
out a kidney, nor unusual, because 
healthy people donate organs all the 
time. The United States has slavery as 
a form of punishment codified in its 
constitution, via the 13th amendment. 
It is also a country where the death 
penalty is legal at the federal level, but 
mainly implemented by states in cap-
ital offenses, such as murder. US pris-

ons also routinely implement long-
term solitary confinement, recognized 
by the UN as a form of torture. The 
threshold to prove “cruel and unusu-
al punishment” is thus exceptionally 
high. One of the primary arguments 
put forward by proponents of the bill is 
that prisoners have no way, as of now, 
to donate organs even if they choose 
to. That is a pretty sound case. After 
all, shouldn’t they be able to exercise 
that right if everyone else has it? And 
what’s the argument against them 
losing this right – especially if it helps 
everyone, including Massachusetts’ 
jammed-up donor waiting list? Unfor-
tunately, the easily foreseen problem 
is that it incentivizes people to literally 
give up organs, parts of their bodies, 
for their freedom. This is inherently 
immoral. The people locked up in US 
prisons are disproportionately from 
minority groups, subject to awful con-
ditions, with little access to economic 
aid or rehabilitation. This is one of 
the main reasons why the US has the 
highest recidivism rate in the world, 
with 76% of prisoners released being 
rearrested within five years and an 
astounding 44% returning to prison 
within only one year. The entire sys-
tem is set up for failure and for people 
to return to prison, thus pushing them 
to donate their organs but without 
any financial compensation, only a 
reduced sentence. This is another step 
in America’s descent into, as MacLeod 
described, a horror story of late-stage 
capitalism that one might dub vampir-
ic and where the wealthy feed on the 
blood of the poor.
Courtesy: RT

It won’t be clichéd to say Pakistan is 
facing unprecedented economic and 
security challenges; neither would it 
be out of place to suggest that so far 
the policy response towards each of 
these issues has not inspired much 
confidence. Reams and reams of paper 
have been blackened with ink over the 
decades with excellent diagnoses and 
targeted policy prescriptions by ex-
perts in economic, security and several 
other spheres governing national life. 
It is another matter that policymakers 
have not bothered to heed such wise 
counsel. Rest assured, in each case, it is 
the narrowest of vested interest which 
has dictated how policy is formulated, 
and even more significantly, how it is 
implemented. Where does one start to 
discuss the tragic consequences of tak-
ing this now unsustainable course for 
years and years? The foremost conse-
quence of such madness is that Paki-
stani policymakers and their policies 
have become a victim of habit. Even 
when Islamabad-Rawalpindi placed 
itself at the centre of the Cold War as 
a frontline state, it often made little 
sense. But today, it makes no sense at 
all. Just look at how the finance minis-
ter, whose own obsession with keeping 
the rupee artificially elevated contribut-
ed to the current account deficit in his 
last stint in office, again thought he’d 
get away with ‘tough talking’ with the 
IMF. He was openly critical of what he 
saw as his predecessor Miftah Ismail’s 
non-robust stance in negotiating with 
the institution on its tough demands. 
Mr Dar seemed to have convinced 
his leader Nawaz Sharif that he could 
deliver and was sent after ending his 
self-exile in the UK to ‘save PML-N’s 
political capital’. The last Ishaq Dar ne-
gotiated with the IMF, Pakistan’s econ-
omy, its foreign exchange reserves, 

its growth rate, and most importantly, 
the regional security situation with US 
troops still present in large numbers 
in Afghanistan all seemed to be in Is-
lamabad’s favour. He may have needed 
IMF help, but Mr Dar held a decent suit 
in his hand. The former army chief’s 
political engineering put paid to that. 
In the current circumstances, even the 
most humble student of economics and 
geopolitics could have told him that ei-
ther the country goes for restructuring 
of its debt, including the risk of default, 
or dances to the IMF’s tune as there 
appears to be no third option. Restruc-
turing of the economy had to be next. 
It is mind-boggling, how he remained 
optimistic — he seemed to be the only 
one — that somehow things would 
work out if he stretched negotiations 
and played hardball. There is no doubt 
that saving political capital has to be on 
every political party’s agenda but when 
governing, the interest of the greater 
good, that is the country, must take pre-
cedence. One can’t even begin to imag-
ine the burden of debt increased by the 
PTI or the unfunded subsidies it doled 
out when faced with the spectre of a 
no-confidence vote, and how it sabo-
taged its own accord with the IMF. The 
party’s attitude was reflected in those 
(illegally and reprehensibly) recorded 
conversations between the PTI’s for-
mer federal finance minister Shaukat 
Tarin and the Punjab and KP finance 
ministers, which demonstrated that 
the country’s interest was relegated to 
the back-burner, while party and polit-
ical considerations became the greater 
motivation. The cumulative effect of all 
this dithering, coupled with global fac-
tors well beyond Pakistan’s control, is 
that millions are now living in extreme 
anxiety in anticipation of even greater, 
historic inflation which will have an 

impact on the most fundamental as-
pects of their lives, such as their ability 
to feed their families, or to clothe and 
educate their children. This despite 
working long hours, often two jobs. 
With the worst in terms of the econo-
my still to come, the Peshawar suicide 
bombing of a mosque that claimed a 
nightmarish number of lives of police-
men this week following a number of 
terrorist attacks in recent weeks, again 
indicated that yet another campaign of 
terror targeting Pakistan may be un-
derway. Who hasn’t heard brave words 
before such as those uttered by the 
prime minister at the ‘apex’ committee 
meeting attended by the civilian and 
military leaders following the Pesha-
war carnage, but with PTI’s refusal to 
attend, there is little evidence of unity 
in meeting the challenge. Neither is 
there much optimism that a well-tuned 
policy response will be forthcoming 
anytime soon. There can be no doubt 
the TTP is emboldened by their ideo-
logical allies coming to power in Kabul. 
Contrary to all (official) hopes, the Tal-
iban have done little to put TTP on a 
leash or even go through with their ear-
lier threat of expelling it. And the poli-
cy drift in Pakistan even in this critical 
area is manifest in different state func-
tionaries articulating different, often 
differing, positions. Why? Are they not 
on ‘one page’? The foreign minister de-
cries the Afghan Taliban ban on wom-
en’s/girls’ education, and the country’s 
senior diplomat at the UN in New York 
attributes the forced exit of millions of 
female students from institutions since 
the Taliban came to power to the ‘pe-
culiarities’ of the ‘Pakhtun’ culture and 
traditions and not the rulers’ interpre-
tation of faith.

Courtesy: DAWN
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 US inmates could soon be trading their organs for freedom
— By Bradley Blankenship

A bleak scenario
— By Abbas Nasir

Last week, former US Ambassador to 
the United Nations, Nikki Haley, tweet-
ed then retweeted: “Israel has a right 
to self-defense.” This bold statement 
seems to be missing a crucial detail: 
Palestine too has a right to self-de-
fence. In accordance with international 
humanitarian law, wars of national lib-
eration have been expressly embraced, 
through the adoption of Additional 
Protocol I to the Geneva Conventions 
of 1949, as a protected and essential 
right of occupied people everywhere. 
Nevertheless, the statement perfectly 
encompasses the world’s impression 
and reaction to Palestinians exercis-
ing the same right, which is heavily 
warped in inequity, double standards 
and injustice. The tweet came in re-
sponse to an attack carried out in the 
illegal settlement of Neve Ya’akov, 
where seven settlers were killed and 
three wounded. In an attempt to con-
demn the attack the former US envoy 
wrote: “I’m heartbroken over the news 
coming out of Jerusalem tonight. Only 
a monster would open fire on a crowd 
of innocent worshippers praying in a 
synagogue. This act of evil only em-
boldens the Jewish people’s resolve 
and we must stand with them against 
all terrorism. #PrayForJerusalem” 
But, the attack did not take place in 
a place of worship. In fact, the illegal 
settlement of Neve Ya’akov, based in 
occupied East Jerusalem, serves as the 
Israeli military’s central command cen-
tre for the occupation of the West Bank, 
known as Fort Nehemiah. Established 
in 1972 on land illegally seized by the 
Israeli occupation authorities, the set-
tlement strategically links the belt of 
Jewish-only settlements, based in the 
centre of East Jerusalem to the western 
part of the city, resulting in the frag-
mentation of Palestinian communities. 
Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967 
and has built dozens of settlements and 
outposts in the region which are con-
sidered illegal under international law, 
along with most of the international 

community, considered to be a major 
obstacle to peace. Noticeably absent 
from her chain of tweets is Israel’s four-
hour-long massacre in the Jenin refu-
gee camp just a day earlier. The blood-
shed marked the day as the deadliest 
Israeli military raid in the West Bank 
in years, which left at least nine Pales-
tinians killed and 20 others wounded, 
including children and a 61-year-old 
woman after the Israeli military forces 
invaded the crowded, built-up neigh-
bourhood. 10th Palestinian was shot 
dead later that day near Al-Ram, north 
of Jerusalem. Home to some 15,000 
Palestinians, whose families fled or 
were expelled from cities and villages 
in what is now northern Israel during 
the 1948 Nakba, Jenin camp has wit-
nessed an increase in violent incursions 
by the Israeli army. Just days before the 
deadly raid, two Palestinian men were 
shot dead by Israeli soldiers in the very 
same camp. According to the Palestin-
ian Ministry of Health, Jawad Fareed 
Bawaqneh, a 57-year-old father of six 
and teacher at a local school, was shot 
directly in the chest and 28-year-old 
Adham Jabareen was hit in his stom-
ach. A large number of Israeli occupa-
tion forces with more than 70 armed 
vehicles raided the Jenin refugee camp 
and attacked several residents with live 
fire and tear gas, triggering protests 
from locals. These historical and social 
contexts are blatantly ignored not only 
in Nikki Haley’s tweets but the major-
ity of the news reporting on the Neve 
Ya’akov shooting. They are, however, 
crucial to understanding the event as 
a whole and acknowledging the ongo-
ing Israeli brutality under which Pal-
estinians live and to which the media 
remains silent. Implicit in this double 
standard is reinforcing the idea that 
Palestinians should simply submit to 
their own murder, assault and dispos-
session; that resistance, in the case of 
Palestine, is a crime.

Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

Palestine too has a right to self-defence
— By Anjuman Rahman 

Illicit cigarette market
Some elements and public health 
protection organizations in Paki-
stan are advocating for the Gov-
ernment to burden the documented 
tobacco sector with health levy, in-
stead, of exploring ways to harness 
the revenue potential offered by 
eliminating illicit trade and bring-
ing it under the tax net. These or-
ganizations urged the Government 
to impose a health tax on tobacco 
primarily to curb consumption 
and additionally to open a revenue 

stream. However, every time when 
the price increase, a sizable chunk 
of smokers switch to cheaper illicit 
brands, sold openly at a price range 
of 20 to 40 rupees, contrary to the 
regulatory price of 71 per pack. 
The Institute for Public Opinion 
Research (IPOR) and Pricewater-
houseCoopers (PwC) has estimated 
that the share of illicit cigarettes in 
Pakistan ranged between 37.6 per-
cent and 40 percent. It demonstrat-
ed that over 180 brands violated 
minimum tax and minimum price, 

causing a Rs 80 billion annual loss 
to the national exchequer. This shift 
of consumption towards illicit cig-
arettes will also lead to failure to 
meet the revenue target from the 
tobacco sector. In order to reduce 
the economic and social harm of 
cigarettes, it is necessary to take 
strict action against those who sell 
cigarettes below the government’s 
fixed price across the country.

– Usama Ghulam Rasool
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
on Monday extended condolences 
to Turkiye and Syria over the loss 
of lives from a massive earthquake. 
In their separate messages, both ex-
pressed grief and conveyed sympa-
thies to the governments and people 
of the quake-hit Turkiye and Syria. 
President Alvi said, “In this hour 
of grief, I and the Pakistani nation 
stand in solidarity with the people 
of Turkiye and Syria.” He prayed for 
the departed souls to rest in peace 
and for the grant of patience to the 

bereaved families. Prime Minister 
Sharif said he was deeply saddened 
by the news of a massive earthquake 
that struck the southeastern region 
of Turkiye and Syria. He extended 
his profound condolences and sin-

cere sympathies to the leadership 
and people of the two countries on 
the human and material loss. The 
Foreign Office in a statement ex-
pressed grief over the loss caused 
by a severe earthquake that hit parts 
of Southern Turkiye and Syria, re-
sulting in the loss of lives and exten-
sive damage to property. “Pakistan 
stands ready to extend all possible 
support in the relief effort. We are 
confident that the resilient Turkish 
nation will overcome this natural 
calamity with characteristic grit and 
determination,” it said. (APP)
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Motorway Police successfully seize huge quantity 
of drugs on M-2 Motorway

NHMP deploy add’l force to deal with weekend traffic

Sherry Rehman expresses sorrow over loss of 
lives in Turkiye, Syria earthquake

Marriyum grieved over loss of precious lives in 
Turkiye, Syria quake

Alam’s work in super-learning earns her  
‘Brain of the Year’ award

Sanjrani expresses deep regrets over Türkiye, 
Syria quake

ANF recovers huge quantity of drugs, arrests 
four drug peddlers

Islamabad Police install 50 more cameras to 
enhance vigilance

NA speaker regrets earthquake losses  
in Türkiye, Syria

Cat’s Eyes provide reliable, cost effective  
solution for road safety: Expert

Deworming campaign kicks off to control  
malnutrition, anaemia

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
ways and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
successfully recovered a huge quan-
tity of drugs in an operation near 
Kallar Kahar on the M-2 Motorway 
here on Monday. According to the 
NHNP official, a suspicious vehicle 
was spotted by the police, and in a 
failed bid to escape, the suspect’s 
vehicle collided with an oncoming 
truck, resulting in minor injuries for 
the suspect. The suspect was even-

tually caught after a short pursuit 
and medical aid was provided by the 
medical team. The police recovered 
drugs, weighing 62 kilograms in-
cluding 12 kilograms of opium and 
50 kilograms of high-quality hash-
ish, which were handed over to the 
Anti-Narcotics Force. A woman and 
two children were also present in the 
vehicle and they were safe during the 
operation. Meanwhile, further legal 
proceedings are underway.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of 
National Highway and Motorway 
Police (NHMP), Khalid Mahmood 
has ordered the deployment of addi-
tional police force to handle the in-
creased traffic flow at the end of the 
weekend. He said this while talking 
to APP on Monday. The IG said,”The 
additional police force will be sta-
tioned at all key points along the 
national highways and motorways 
to manage the heavy traffic and to 
ensure the safety of travelers. He 
said,”The move is aimed at prevent-
ing any congestion or delays, and 
to provide a hassle-free experience 

for drivers. “ The Inspector General 
has emphasized the importance of 
ensuring the safety of travelers on 
the roads and has directed the po-
lice to remain vigilant and proactive 
during their duty hours. He also in-
structed the force to take all neces-
sary measures to provide immediate 
assistance in case of emergency. The 
travelers appreciated the efforts of 
police for ensuring their safe journey 
while many went on social media to 
express their gratitude, with saying 
that the extra police presence has 
made them feel safer on the roads. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sherry Reh-
man on Monday expressed sorrow 
over the loss of lives and property 
due to severe earthquakes in Turki-
ye and Syria. In a statement issued 
here, the federal minister expressed 
her condolences and solidarity with 

the government and people of Tur-
kiye and Syria. The Senator said she 
was deeply saddened to hear about 
the deaths and other losses due to the 
earthquake in Turkiye and Syria. The 
Minister also prayed for the safe re-
covery of under the debris and those 
injured in the earthquake. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Monday expressed 
her deep grief and sorrow over the 
loss of lives and destruction caused 
by the earthquake in Turkiye and 
Syria. In a statement, the minister 
expressed her heartfelt condolences 
over the loss of precious lives and 
damages to the properties in the 
devastating earthquake. The min-
ister said that the severity of the 

destruction of natural disaster was 
demanding a collective attention of 
the world. “We are with the people 
of the affected countries in this time 
of suffering”, she said. Marriyum 
prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the 
deceased in eternal peace and grant 
courage to the bereaved families to 
bear this loss with fortitude. She also 
prayed for the speedy recovery of 
those who sustained injuries in the 
earthquake. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani educator, 
Sania Alam, was awarded the pres-
tigious “Brain of the Year” award by 
the UK’s Brain Trust which recog-
nized her achievements in improving 
global mental literacy and refining 
education through super-learning. 
The award was presented by the 
Trust Chairman and Grand Chess-
master, Raymond Keene OBE, in 
a ceremony attended by esteemed 
guests in Soho, London on Saturday, 
said a press release. Alam of Futur-
istic Learning Institute in Pakistan 
has received numerous awards and 
accolades for her work, including 
the Youth Excellence Award from the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shehbaz 
Sharif, and the Lifetime Achievement 
Award from President Joe Biden of 
the United States in 2021. She is also 
a member of the Prime Minister’s 

National Youth Council of Pakistan 
and works to include youth in policy 
making. She has trained executives 
of multinational organizations and in-
dustries on how to optimize success 
and growth through super-learning. 
Alam’s work has earned her recog-
nition on global platforms and has 
been featured on 12 magazine covers 
and has a long list of accomplish-
ments, including coaching teams that 
have won the World Memory, World 
Speed Reading, World Mind Mapping 
Championships, and setting 4 Guin-
ness World Records. Previous laure-
ates of the “Brain of the Year” award 
include renowned figures such as 
Professor Stephen Hawking, Senator 
John Glenn, Steve Redgrave, Garry 
Kasparov, Michael Gelb, Professor 
Michael Crawford, and Gene Rod-
denberry.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani on Monday 
deeply regretted the losses of life 
and leveling of buildings as a result 
of a powerful earthquake that rocked 
Türkiye and Syria last night. In a 
statement, he expressed his condo-
lences and underlined the commit-
ment “to do everything possible” to 
help the Turkish and Syrian brothers 
in this hour of trouble. He prayed for 
the elevation of ranks of the quake 
victims and speedy recovery of the 
injured. The brave people of Türkiye 
and Syria will face this tragedy with 

their traditional determination and 
endurance. Türkiye has always sup-
ported Pakistan in every difficulty, 
he said adding that the prayers of the 
Pakistani nation are with the brave 
Turkish and Syrian people and gov-
ernment. Senate Deputy Chairman, 
Mirza Muhammad Afridi, Leader 
of the House Ishaq Dar, and leader 
of the opposition in the Senate Dr. 
Shahzad Waseem also expressed 
their solidarity with the people of 
Türkiye and Syria after a devastating 
earthquake caused losses of life and 
property. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotic 
Force (ANF) in crackdowns against 
smugglers of contraband items 
countrywide, arrested four drug ped-
dlers and recovered a huge quantity 
of drugs from their possession. A 
spokesperson of the ANF said that in 
a joint operation of ANF and ASF at 
Islamabad International Airport, the 
force seized about 796 grams of hero-
in from an accused who was going to 
Bahrain from flight number PK 181. 
The drug was hidden in a laptop. In 
another operation, the force recov-
ered over 11 kg of ice from carpets 

booked for New Zealand and Hong 
Kang through a private courier office 
located in Islamabad F-11 Markaz. 
At Bacha Khan International Airport 
Peshawar, the force seized 4 hash-
ish-filled capsules from the stomach 
of a suspect who was travelling to 
Sharjah from Flight No. PA 612. (2) 
Near Sheikhupura Interchange, the 
ANF recovered over 16 kg of hashish 
from a car and arrested one person. 
At Multan Airport, the force seized 
91 capsules filled with heroin from 
the stomach of an accused who was 
going to Saudi Arabia. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police have 
installed about 50 more CCTV cameras 
in different places of the city to enhance 
vigilance and also connect the cameras 
of the commercial areas with the safe 
city project. A police source said the de-
partment has installed more cameras 
after an assessment of the monitoring 
and security system in the city. He said 
that work is underway to install secu-
rity cameras in all markets and com-
mercial areas with the safe city proj-
ect to ensure better monitoring of the 
business areas. The installation of new 
cameras would increase the coverage 

of key locations and help to improve 
the law and order situation in the city, 
he added. He lauded the efforts of the 
business community for installing cam-
eras in the market with their resourc-
es. He said that this step would help 
to improve the security around mar-
kets and curb the incidents of thefts, 
mobile snatching, and other crimes in 
business areas and the city. To improve 
the further security of the Capital, the 
source said that all the security guards 
and driver of police are being trained to 
combat violence and tackle any untow-
ard situation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Assembly 
Speaker Raja Pervaiz Ashraf and 
Deputy Speaker Zahid Akron Durra-
ni on Monday expressed deep regret 
over the disastrous consequences 
of the earthquake that hit Syria and 
Türkiye last night, causing signifi-
cant loss of human life and property 
damages. In a statement, the speaker 
and deputy speaker expressed their 
deepest sympathies to the families 
of the victims and hoped that those 
injured and affected by this disaster 

will enjoy a speedy recovery. At this 
difficult time for both Syria and Tür-
kiye, the speaker, deputy Speaker, 
and Parliament wish to convey their 
profound solidarity with all those af-
fected, and with the people and au-
thorities of Türkiye and Syria. The 
speaker and deputy speaker assured 
to provide all possible cooperation 
from Pakistan in relief and rehabil-
itation activities, besides praying 
for the elevation of the ranks of the 
quake victims. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Road safety expert, 
Muhammad Anwar on Monday said 
that Cat’s Eyes were a cost-effective 
road safety solution for its benefits in-
cluding clear visibility, durability, af-
fordability, and improving road safety 
by reducing the risk of accidents on 
roads. Talking to APP here on Mon-
day, he said that Cat Eyes consisted 
of a small cylindrical unit, fitted with 
retro-reflective lenses that reflected 
light back towards its source, such as 
a car’s headlights. He said that Cats 
Eyes were highly visible, even in poor 
lighting conditions, and have shown 
a significant reduction in accidents 
on roads. This innovative technology, 
originally invented in the UK in the 
1930s, has helped to increase visibil-
ity and reduced the number of acci-
dents on roads around the world, he 

said adding that one of the key ben-
efits of Cats Eyes was that it helped 
to clearly define the road’s edge, even 
in adverse weather conditions. “Cat 
Eye helps to mark out sharp curves, 
changes in road direction, and other 
potential hazards which gives drivers 
more time to react to these obstacles 
and make necessary adjustments”, 
he said. Anwar highlighted that the 
quality of 3M Cats Eyes, which were 
imported from Malaysia was used in 
Pakistan and also preferred by Na-
tional Highway Authority and Fron-
tier Works Organization (FWO). He 
said that the durability of these Cats 
Eyes was a major advantage, as the 
devices could withstand heavy traf-
fic and the elements, including rain, 
snow, and extreme temperatures. 
(APP)

KARACHI: Sindh Health Department, 
on Monday, initiated a week-long de-
worming campaign in 7 at-risk dis-
tricts of Karachi to protect 4.7 million 
children from anaemia, malnutrition 
and other diseases taking place due 
to intestinal parasitic worms. Sindh 
Health Minister Dr. Azra Pechuho in-
augurated the deworming campaign 
that would be carried out till February 
11 and children aged between 5 to 14 
years and adolescent girls aged 15 to 
18 would be administered deworming 
medicines at schools, seminaries as 
well as at homes. The health minister 
urged parents to have their children 
dewormed in the week-long campaign 
to protect them from malnutrition, 
anaemia and other disease caused by 
intestinal worms. “We are targeting 
over 4 million children aged between 
5 to 14 and adolescent girls aged 15 
to 18, as these girls may go on to be-
come mothers later on and it is highly 
necessary that their nutrition and oth-

er health indicators are robust,” she 
added. The provincial departments of 
Health and Education were carrying 
out the campaign in collaboration with 
non-governmental organisations In-
teractive Research and Development 
(IRD) and Evidence Action. The pre-
vious round of deworming campaigns 
took place in 2021 in which 2.6 million 
children were successfully dewormed. 
Commissioner Karachi Muhammad 
Iqbal Memon in his message said 
that Pakistan was included among 
10 countries with the highest preva-
lence of intestinal worm infections as 
17 million school-age children across 
the country were in need of regular 
deworming. Worm infections pose a 
serious threat to children’s health, ed-
ucation and productivity as it interfere 
with nutrient uptake, could lead to 
anaemia, malnourishment, and im-
paired mental and physical develop-
ment, he urged parents to support the 
health workersz.(APP)

Two killed in road mishap

Civil society pays tribute to 
martyrs of Peshawar tragedy

IRSA releases 70,200  
cusecs water

CSC receives 32k calls 
in month: PTA

MUZAFFARGARH: Two persons 
were killed and one injured as a re-
sult of a collision between a motor-
cycle and a tractor-trolley on Karachi 
Road here on Monday. According to 
the details, the accident occurred due 
to over-speeding, as a result of which 
Akmal (50), and Jeewan Mai (40) 
died on the spot and their teenage 
son was seriously injured. The rescue 
team reached the spot and shifted the 
bodies and injure to DHQ hospital for 
medical treatment. The Police took 
the tractor-trolley into custody and 
started investigation.(APP)

MULTAN: District authorities and 
civil society lit candles at the main 
square of the city to pay tribute to 
the martyrs of the Peshawar trage-
dy. Additional Deputy Commissioner 
(ADC) Rizwan Nazir, Assistant Com-
missioner City and others including a 
large number of people hailing from 
the business community and civil so-
ciety gathered to hail the sacrifices of 
the police force in the frontier region. 
ADC Rizwan Nazir said on the occa-
sion the blood of the martyrs of the 
police line mosque would not go in 
vain. “The whole nation is standing 
like a leaden wall against the terror-
ists and salutes the sacrifices of the 
security forces,” he stressed. The en-
emies of the beloved country would 
surely meet their fate, Nazir main-
tained. Later, the participants prayed 
to Allah Almighty to rest the departed 
souls in eternal peace and grant cour-
age to the bereaved families for bear-
ing this loss with fortitude.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Monday 
released 70,200 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with an inflow of 
47,800 cusecs. According to the data 
released by IRSA, the water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1489.26 feet, 91.26 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow 
in the dam was recorded as 17,400 
cusecs while the outflow as 35,000 
cusecs. The water level in River Jhe-
lum at Mangla Dam was 1129.90 feet, 
which was 79.90 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were recorded 
as 10,200 cusecs and 15,000 cusecs 
respectively. The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Suk-
kur was recorded at 26,200, 38,200, 
34,300 and 9,900 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, a total of 
10,600 cusecs of water was released 
at Nowshera and zero cusecs were re-
leased from River Chenab at Marala.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Telecom-
munication Authority’s Consumer 
Support Center (CSC) was receiv-
ing an average of 32,000 calls per 
month and 1,100 calls in a day. 
According to an annual report of 
the PTA, the authority launched its 
Consumer Support Center (CSC; 
Toll-Free Number 0800-55055) in 
February 2022 for efficient regis-
tration of consumer complaints re-
lated to telecom services (CMOs), 
ISPs, FLL, WLL, Device Identifi-
cation, Registration, and Block-
ing System (DIRBS), web content 
(blasphemy, pornography, mobile 
handset blocking and unblocking.  
(APP)

President, PM extend condolences to Turkiye, Syria over life loss 
from earthquake
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Railways Ministry intends to write provincial govts to hand over its land
ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of Rail-
ways is planning to write a letter to the 
provincial governments urging them 
to hand over its commercial, residen-
tial, and agricultural land which would 
help the Ministry to boost revenue for 
the department. “Pakistan Railways’ 
major portion of around 9,986 acres 
of land worth billion of rupees were 
found under illegal occupation of pri-
vate, individual and different govern-
ment departments across the country,” 
an official told APP. The official said 
that as many as 3,287 acres were oc-

cupied in Punjab, 832 acres under en-
croachment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
5,180 acres in Sindh, and 687 acres 
of land were occupied in Balochistan. 
However, the official said Pakistan 
Railways had retrieved as many as 
955 acres of its land worth Rs 19,603 
million during various anti-encroach-
ment operations across the country in 
the last five years. “Around 476 acres 
retrieved in Punjab, 133 acres in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, 327 acres in Sindh, 
and only 19 acres in Balochistan had 
been retrieved by the Pakistan Rail-

ways,” he said. He said about 3,287 
acres in Punjab, 832 acres in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh, 
and 687 acres of land in Balochistan 
encroached. The official said Paki-
stan Railways had also decided to 
accelerate its ongoing anti-encroach-
ment operation against land grabbers 
across the country to recoup its land 
from different individuals, groups, and 
even business organizations that were 
using it for residential, commercial, 
and agricultural purposes for decades. 
(APP)

PM’s  convened APC rescheduled  
on February 9: Marriyum

PTI should review its politics and find an  
alternative: Sherry Rehman

Flammable items, littering prohibited  
in Margalla Hills

Rescue 1122 Lakki Marwat tackles 91  
emergencies last week

Police claim investigation of F-9 park incident 
on scientific basis

Commissioner for stern action against  
absentee officials

CDA plans to build two hostels for youth in Capital

Graduation Ceremony of No 57 Combat  
Commanders’ Course

PNCA stages drama on Kashmir

RPO orders reinstatement of all suspended 
police officials

Govt committed to provide relief to masses: 
Khurram Dastagir

NTDC completes construction work on  
double-circuit Polan-Gwadar Transmission Line

Sindh cabinet decides to start wheat  
procurement from Feb 15

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Monday that All 
Parties Conference (APC) convened 
by the Prime Minister Shehbaz Shar-
if on the issue of terrorism was re-
scheduled and now it would be held 
here on Thursday, February 9, in-
stead of Feb 7. In a tweet, she said all 

the national and political leadership 
of the country has been invited in 
the Conference. Marriyum said the 
national leadership would formulate 
a joint strategy to combat terrorism 
and other challenges being faced by 
the country. The minister said Na-
tional Action Plan would also be re-
viewed in the APC.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry Reh-
man on Monday said the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) should review 
its politics and find an alternative to 
the politics of chaos, protest and in-
stability. In a series of tweets, the fed-
eral minister said after the failure of 
the last ball and last card, Imran Khan 
had announced the Jail Bharo Teh-
reek (Get Jailed Movement). Senator 
Rehman said Imran Khan himself had 
secured a bail before arrest in each 
case, adding, “If he has announced 
Jail Bharo movement then why is he 
taking bail?” She added that the Jail 
Bharo Movement should be led by 
Imran Khan himself. “He is afraid 

of going to jail himself and inciting 
workers to go to jail,” Sherry Rehman 
said. The minister alleged that the 
people had rejected his (Imran Khan) 
personal protest, and now he has an-
nounced Jail Bharo Movement. “He 
thought that chaos and uncertainty 
would spread in the country after dis-
solution of the assemblies and resig-
nations and the business of the coun-
try would stop. His aim is to maintain 
political chaos and anarchy in the 
country,” Sherry Rehman added. She 
alleged that Imran Khan wanted the 
atmosphere of division and conflict 
to continue in the country. She also 
said that every conspiracy hatched to 
spread chaos would fail.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Capital 
Territory (ICT) on Monday imposed 
section 144 at Margalla Hills Nation-
al Park, barring the use of flammable 
item on the venue as to stop fire in-
cidents and pollution. According to a 
notification issued by ICT administra-
tion, the public was being prohibited 
from holding BBQs, smoking, bon-
fires, burning and littering of garbage 
or plastic at the Park. The littering 
and carrying flammable items such 
as lighters, charcoal, matchstick, bot-

tles of petrol and kerosene oil would 
not be allowed at the venue. It further 
said that cutting trees in the area was 
leading to loss of habitat including 
polluting water which is sheer viola-
tion of Section 21.4 of the Islamabad 
Wildlife (Protection, Preservation, 
Conservation and Management) Or-
dinance, 1979, hence prohibited. The 
ban was imposed by Additional Dis-
trict Magistrate, Sheryar Arif Khan 
under section 144, CrPC 1898, for a 
period of two months. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: The district’s 
emergency service rescue 1122, Lak-
ki Marwat shifted and provided first 
medical aid to about 85 patients while 
tackling a total of 91 emergencies over 
the last week under the leadership of 
District Emergency Officer Engr Fasi-
hullah Khan, says its spokesman. Giv-
ing details, the spokesman said the 
rescue service responded to different 
kinds of emergencies over the week 
which include 74 medical, seven road 
traffic accidents, three fire eruptions, 
six fighting or bullet injuries, and 
one emergency was recovery-related. 
During these emergencies, a total of 
85 injured were provided with first 

medical aid promptly and subse-
quently shifted to hospitals. He said 
a total of 487 calls were received by 
the emergency service, but 202 of 
them were irrelevant or fake calls. 
During the referral-related emergen-
cies over the last week, the spokes-
man said a total of 20 patients were 
benefited or rescued. He said a total 
of 18 referral-related emergencies 
were handled, in which 20 patients 
were shifted from thesil to another te-
hsil of the district. He said the rescue 
1122 teams were fully equipped with 
all necessary equipment and they had 
been efficiently rendering their ser-
vices during emergencies. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Po-
lice on Monday said that investiga-
tion into the F-9 park incident is being 
made on scientific basis and perpe-
trators of the heinous crime would 
be arrested soon. Police spokesman 
said that the police in coordination 
with the district administration were 
improving the security arrangements 
of the park. He appealed the visitors 

to limit themselves to well-lit areas of 
park during visit in evening. It is to 
mention that an FIR was registered at 
Margallah police station about rape of 
a woman on Thursday night and bad 
police have also issued a sketch of 
one of the suspects allegedly involved 
in it. Police have also appealed the cit-
izens to call at `pucar 15’ in case of 
any emergency.(APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner Multan Di-
vision Amir Khattak visited different 
branches of Metropolitan Corpora-
tion and directed stern action against 
the officer/officials over absence as 
the lists of absent officials have been 
prepared. The commissioner, during 
his visit to the Metropolitan Corpora-
tion office here on Monday, said that 
the basic purpose of the metropolitan 
office was to facilitate masses and 
added that no negligence would be 
tolerated in this context. He directed 
officers of the corporate office to give 
a detailed briefing to him with a com-

plete record. He also directed officers 
concerned to improve recovery. Khat-
tak said that a comprehensive crack-
down was being launched against il-
legal parking stands, encroachments 
and buildings across the region. He 
further said that a proper mechanism 
would be made to resolve public com-
plaints on priority. The commissioner 
asked officers concerned to prepare 
data on complaints and action taken 
on complaints. He urged Metropoli-
tan officers to play a due role in re-
solving public issues and providing 
the best facilities to the masses.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Capital Develop-
ment Authority (CDA) is planning to 
build two hostels for young males and 
females, especially students visiting 
the Federal capital for a short span of 
time which would help provide sub-
sidised housing facilities. “The basic 
purpose of the hostels one each for 
males and females is to facilitate the 

young people who are coming from 
the far-flung areas of the country for 
different purposes,” an official in the 
Authority told APP. In this regard, the 
official said Chairman CDA Noorul 
Amin Mengal had already asked the 
departments concerned to plan and 
build these hostels on a priority basis 
to facilitate the youth.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Graduation Cere-
mony of No 57 Combat Commanders’ 
Course was held at Airpower Centre 
of Excellence (ACE) on Monday 
where Deputy Chief of the Air Staff 
(Air Defence), Pakistan Air Force Air 
Marshal Abdul Moeed Khan was the 
Chief Guest. According to the Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) news release, 
the Chief Guest while addressing the 
course participants said that combat 
training in PAF could be maintained 
at the highest pedestal of realism and 
responsiveness, adding, “only if we 
are cognizant of contemporary chal-
lenges and prepared to meet them in 
line with emerging modern concepts.” 
He further said that traditionally CCS 
and now PAF ACE remains at the pin-

nacle of PAF’s combat training. The 
Chief Guest also expressed his satis-
faction that all schools of PAF ACE 
were working in complete harmony 
for training the future combat lead-
ership of Pakistan Air Force. Earlier, 
the Chief Guest awarded certificates 
and trophies to the graduating offi-
cers who underwent a strenuous and 
professionally demanding course. 
Chief of the Air Staff Trophy for over-
all best performance amongst Com-
bat Pilots was awarded to Squadron 
Leader Zohaib Arshad while Air Offi-
cer Commanding Air Defence Trophy 
for overall best performance amongst 
Combat Controllers was awarded to 
Squadron Leader Haroon Zafar Ma-
joka. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) staged a 
drama and Kashmir song here late 
Sunday highlighting the issue of 
Kashmir through the performing arts 
as part of the Kashmir Solidarity Day. 
Musical performances and stage Play 
“Jahan Chand Utarta Hay” included 
Drama artists Afzal Latifi, Aslam Mu-
ghal, Saeed Anwar and others while 
singers from Kashmir Raja Imran, 
Mubashara Hafeez and Bano Rehmat 
performed. PNCA in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Kashmir Affairs 
and Gilgit-Baltistan organized a two-
day event to mark Kashmir Solidari-
ty Day. The events included special 
prayers for the martyrs of Kashmir, 

the success of the freedom strug-
gle and solidarity with the people of 
Kashmir. Students from across Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi, Kashmiri lead-
ers and civil society representatives 
participated in large number while 
over 300 students from 15 schools 
participated in various competitions. 
The participants of the event carried 
the flags and banners of Pakistan 
and Kashmir while the children were 
holding placards depicting the Indian 
oppression in Occupied Kashmir. The 
Kashmiri culture was also highlighted 
by the students, while the ongoing ag-
gression on the oppressed Kashmiris 
by the Indian forces was also high-
lighted.(APP)

MULTAN: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Capt (retd) Muhammad So-
hail Chaudhry on Monday ordered 
reinstatement of all suspended police 
officials of the region with immedi-
ate effect. According to an official 
statement issued here, all the officials 
suspended in last 60 days were being 
reinstated with immediate effect, by 
which the officials from Multan, Ve-

hari, Khanewal and Lodhran districts 
would be benefited. He said that the 
decision of pending show cause notic-
es and appeals would be made during 
the current week. Muhammad Sohail 
Chaudhry urged police officials to 
visit office without any delay, adding 
that welfare of the police officials was 
top priority and their problems would 
be resolved at the earliest.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Energy Khurram Dastgir on Mon-
day said the present government was 
determined to facilitate and provide 
maximum relief to the poor people 
of society, with an aim to uplift them. 
Talking to a private news channel, he 

claimed that due to the financial cri-
sis created by PTI government, infla-
tion has affected all sections of soci-
ety. He said in the past government, 
even a single case of corruption could 
not proved against the Sharif family.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: In compliance with 
the directives of Prime Minister and 
Federal Minister for Energy Khu-
rram Dastgir Khan, the National 
Transmission and Despatch Compa-
ny Limited (NTDC) has completed 
the construction work of the 29 km 
long, double-circuit transmission 
line from Polan to Gwadar. Conse-
quently, Pakistan’s transmission sys-
tem in the region will become capa-
ble to import an additional 100 MW 
from Iran, said a press release on 
Monday. Testing of circuit-II of the 
said transmission line was complet-

ed yesterday, whereas testing of cir-
cuit-I will be carried out on Tuesday. 
The evacuation of an additional 100 
MW of power will be started through 
this transmission line in the next few 
days. This import of additional pow-
er from Iran will be beneficial for 
the people of Gwadar and Makran 
division in terms of power adequacy, 
and reduction in load shedding, and 
will increase the confidence of the 
key business players and investors 
to tap the opportunities provided by 
the Gwadar region for their potential 
businesses.(APP)

KARACHI: The provincial cabinet 
of Sindh has decided to start wheat 
procurement from March 15 at a 
rate of Rs. 4,000 per 40 kg, approved 
Rs 58.7 billion for relief work, en-
hanced the scope of the Rapid Re-
sponse Force and created Crowd 
management unit to respond during 
violent public disorder. The cabinet 

was held under the chairmanship of 
Sindh Chief Minister Syed Murad 
Ali Shah here at CM House and was 
attended by provincial ministers, 
advisors, special assistants, Chief 
Secretary Sohail Rajput, Chairman 
P&D Hassan Naqvi, PSCM Fayaz 
Jatoi, and other officers concerned. 
(APP)

22 food outlets fined

Two dacoits arrested  
after shootout

Four fertilizer  
shops sealed

2 died in road mishap

World Pulses Day to be 
marked on Feb 10

SARGODHA: The Punjab Food Au-
thority (PFA) on Monday imposed 
fine on 22 food points for violating 
rules of the Authority in the division. 
According to a PFA spokesman, 
food safety teams headed by Depu-
ty Director Operation Shahbaz Sar-
war inspected various food outlets 
and imposed a fine of Rs 177,000 on 
them for poor cleanliness arrange-
ments, incomplete medical certifi-
cates and sub-standard storage. The 
team discarded 157 liters of cold 
drinks, 22 liters of adulterated milk, 
four-kg sweets and two-kgsub-stan-
dard tea leaflets while 124 notices 
were also issued to violators. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Samanabad police 
arrested two dacoits after an en-
counter with police near here on 
Monday. A police spokesperson said 
officials during patrolling signaled 
three motorcyclists to stop but they 
opened firing at them and fled. Po-
lice chased them and arrested two 
robbers who were injured after a 
shootout. However, their third ac-
complice managed to escape. The 
accused were identified as Adnan 
and Yasin. Police recovered cash, 
weapons, motorcyclesand other 
valuables.(APP)

SARGODHA: The district adminis-
tration on Monday sealed four shops 
for selling fertilizers at exorbitant 
prices. According to official sourc-
es, Assistant Commissioner Mudas-
sar Mumtaz visited variousfertilizer 
shops in the city and sealed four 
ones over profiteering.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: At least two people 
died in a car accident in Rahim Yar 
Khan District on Monday. Accord-
ing to Rescue 1122 spokesperson, 
a speeding car hit the safety barrier 
due to burst tire near Zahir Peer In-
terchange on M5 Motorway. As a re-
sult, two people died on the spot. The 
victims were going from Lodhran 
toward their destination Karachi via 
the M5 motorway. Dead bodies were 
shifted to nearby Sheikh Zayed Hos-
pital for Post-mortem. Further inves-
tigations were underway.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: World Pulses Day will 
be marked on February 10 across the 
globe including Pakistan to recog-
nize the significance and nutritional 
benefits of pulses (also known as 
“legumes”) pulses are not only nutri-
tional, but they can also contribute to 
the development of sustainable food 
systems towards eradicating world 
hunger and poverty. According to the 
UN, this is an effective strategy for 
achieving its 2030 Agenda for Sus-
tainable Development, which aims 
at strengthening global peace and 
enhancing food security. Pulses--also 
known as legumes--refer to the edi-
ble seeds of pod-bearing plants, such 
as dry peas, dry beans, lupins, lentils, 
and chickpeas. While pulses exist in 
various shapes, varieties, sizes, and 
colours and remain a large part of 
dishes from across the world, the 
most popular and widely-consumed 
types of pulses are dried beans, peas, 
and lentils. By definition, pulses 
strictly comprise dried seeds of le-
guminous plants cultivated for food 
and exclude vegetable crops harvest-
ed while still green. (APP)
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India’s Adani shares see extended sell-off as credit warnings kick in

Mass layoffs at US tech giants help start-ups get talent

Nestle to hike food prices further in 2023, says CEO

Kuwait Airways plans to expand its network with 20 new routes in 2023  

Türkiye gives timeline for Russian-proposed gas hub

EU member to face electricity shortage – grid operator

Thailand, Indonesia battle for Chinese group tours post-Covid

BENGALURU: The sell-off in India’s 
Adani Group’s seven listed compa-
nies, where more than US$110 billion 
in market value has already evapo-
rated, continued on Monday as a US 
short-seller’s report critical of the 
group’s finances now led to credit 
warnings. Ratings agency Moody’s 
warned on Friday that the group may 
struggle to raise capital and S&P cut its 
outlook on two group companies, the 
latest fallout of Hindenburg Research’s 
Jan 24 report that questioned the con-

glomerate’s debt levels and use of tax 
havens. Shares of Adani Enterprises 
Ltd sank 9.6% on Monday, taking the 
group’s flagship company’s losses to 
nearly US$28 billion since the report. 

Adani Transmission Ltd dropped 10%, 
while Adani Green Energy Ltd, Adani 
Total Gas Ltd, Adani Power, and Adani 
Wilmar fell roughly 5%. Adani Ports 
and Special Economic Zone was the 
only stock in green, with a 1.2% rise. 
India’s market regulator moved to calm 
investor concerns on Saturday, saying 
that its financial markets remain stable 
and continue to function in a transpar-
ent and efficient manner, despite recent 
dramatic stock falls in Adani Group 
companies. (Agencies)

TOKYO: A wave of layoffs at US tech 
giants has brought golden opportuni-
ties to start-ups and other businesses 
eager to snap up talent in information 
technology. The number of job cuts in 
the country’s IT sector jumped 13 times 
from the previous year in 2022, but 
demand for skilled engineers remains 
strong, with few laid-off workers hav-
ing trouble finding new jobs. After the 
2000 bursting of the dot-com bubble, 
engineers who had left major IT com-
panies played a key role in spurring the 

growth of innovative startups. With the 
deepening talent pool, the same thing 
could happen again, according to IT 
experts. Climate Draft, a group of tech 
companies and venture capitalists, and 
other businesses hosted a virtual event 

in mid-January to help IT engineers 
meet potential employers in the envi-
ronment sector under the banner of 
“From Big Tech to Climate Tech”. Ven-
ture capital executives urged about 500 
participants to take advantage of grow-
ing opportunity in the climate business, 
citing a study that estimates the cost 
of achieving a zero-carbon econo-
my at more than US$100 trillion. The 
website for the meet-up event lists job 
offers from more than 460 start-ups.  
(Agencies)

FRANKFURT: Nestle will have to 
raise prices of its food products further 
this year to offset higher production 
costs that it has yet to fully pass on 
to consumers, chief executive Mark 
Schneider told a German newspaper. 
The increases will not be as steep as 
they were in 2022, but “we have some 
catching up to do over the full year,” 
Schneider was quoted as telling Frank-

furter Allgemeine Zeitung in an inter-
view due for publication on Sunday.  

In the first nine months of 2022, the 
world’s biggest food group, which 
makes KitKat chocolate bars and Nes-
cafe reported organic sales growth of 
8.5%, of which price rises accounted 
for 7.5 percentage points. Inflation in 
many developed economies has been 
running at multi-decade highs, driven 
in large part by increases in prices of 
food and energy. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Kuwait Airways plans to 
launch 20 new destinations in 2023, 
including a number of new cities to 
its winter schedule, as the airlines 
moves towards diversifying its network 
around the world, revealed the compa-
ny’s top official.  “The company is pre-
paring accurate studies on the feasibili-
ty of these markets and destinations, as 
well as the extent of customer demand 
for them,” said Shorouk Al-Awadhi, 
director of Distribution and Network 
Planning at Kuwait Airways. The air-
line will operate its flights, starting in 
June to Budapest in Hungary with two 

flights per week to Malaga in Spain, 
three flights per week to Sarajevo in 
Bosnia, and two flights per week to 
Mykonos in Greece.   She revealed that 
this is in addition to their flights to Ath-
ens in Greece with one flight per week 
to Vienna in Austria, three flights per 

week to Nice in France, and two flights 
per week to Antalya in Turkey.  Opera-
tions to Trabzon in Turkey will include 
three flights per week to Bodrum in 
Turkey, three flights per week to Sharm 
El Sheikh in Egypt, and three flights per 
week to Salalah in Oman.  “The compa-
ny will also operate its flights to Izmir 
in Turkey from April with three flights 
per week on Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Sundays, and will be launching its 
flights to Alexandria in Egypt starting 
from March with three flights per week 
on Mondays, Fridays, and Sundays,” 
she explained. (Agencies)

ANKARA: A major natural gas hub in 
Türkiye, proposed by Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin and backed by 
his Turkish counterpart Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, is expected to start operating 
as soon as this year, according Anka-
ra’s energy minister. Fatih Donmez 
also said the issue had been discussed 
with several nations, which expressed 
their readiness to support the Turkish 
gas hub project, adding that ensuring 
energy security remained a priority 
for Türkiye. “A common opinion has 
been formed on doubling supplies via 

TANAP (Trans Anatolian Natural Gas 
Pipeline Project),” the minister said, 
according to Anadolu news agency, 
adding that the work was ongoing. He 
predicted an increase in gas production 
over the next few years, contributing 

to energy security for both Türkiye 
and Europe. In January, Donmez said 
work on the gas hub had begun, and 
that the country’s interest in the proj-
ect could grow over time. In October, 
the Russian head of state proposed the 
Türkiye-based project, saying Moscow 
could redirect gas transit from the two 
Nord Stream pipelines, which were 
damaged by explosions classified by 
Kremlin as an act of terrorism. Ankara 
embraced the plan, saying it would link 
Russia and Türkiye through Europe.  
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Sweden will have to reck-
on with a dearth of electricity starting 
in 2027, as industrial power demand is 
growing faster than energy production, 
Mattias Jonsson, a manager for elec-
tricity market analysis at the country’s 
grid operator, Svenska kraftnat, said on 
Sunday. The projection takes into ac-
count the latest report prepared by the 
country’s energy agency in cooperation 
with state regulatory bodies, including 
the Swedish Transport Agency, Ener-
gy Markets Inspectorate and Svenska 
kraftnat. “We see a risk that large in-
dustrial investments won’t be possible 
if we do not get a faster expansion of 
electricity production started,” Johans-
son told Swedish national public televi-

sion broadcaster SVT. Sweden’s power 
consumption is on the rise after years 
of remaining steady, which was accom-
panied by growing power availability, 
according to a five-year outlook report 
issued earlier this week. The report 
outlines that demand for electricity in 
Sweden could double by 2035. Ana-
lysts expect onshore wind power to be 
technically and economically feasible 

in the short-term, but highlight that in 
the long run new nuclear power facili-
ties will be needed. It says existing wind 
power capacities should be expanded. 
According to the estimates, electric-
ity generation in Sweden will grow 
by about 17 terawatt-hours (TWh) by 
2027, while consumption will grow by 
44 TWh. The current energy surplus of 
33 TWh will decrease to about 6 TWh. 
The outlook also predicted that electric-
ity consumption in Finland would in-
crease slightly, while production would 
expand as well, helping the country to 
move from deficit to surplus. Mean-
while, the growth of solar and wind 
energy in Denmark is expected to keep 
pace with demand. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Chinese tourists 
have gradually returned to Bang-
kok’s Erawan Shrine, a landmark 
where people make wishes. But 
even after the end of China’s ze-
ro-Covid restrictions, activity re-
mains below pre-pandemic levels.  
“I hope things go back to the way it 
was before Covid soon,” a Thai wom-
an selling offerings at the shrine said. 
Her wish is shared by many tourist 
destinations in Southeast Asia as Chi-
na prepares to loosen rules for out-
bound travellers. China has said it will 

let people travel in groups to 20 coun-
tries, starting tomorrow. Seven South-
east Asian nations, including Thailand 
and Indonesia, are on the list, giving 
them a leg up on similarly popular 
destinations Japan, South Korea and 
the US, which are not. “I want to visit 
Thailand first because it has celebri-
ties I like,” a woman who works at a 
Shanghai hospital said. Chinese made 
roughly 150 million trips abroad in the 
pre-pandemic year of 2019, about 27 
million of which were visits to six ma-
jor Southeast Asian countries. During 

this year’s Lunar New Year holiday 
in late January, Chinese travellers 
descended on island resorts in Thai-
land and the Philippines. People on 
group tours often have lower incomes 
than solo travellers. But for airlines 
and hotels struggling to fill seats and 
rooms, group travellers will still bring 
a welcome flux of visitors to the re-
gion. Thai AirAsia is resuming direct 
flights from Bangkok to eight Chinese 
cities, such as Guangzhou and Shen-
zhen, in phases from Jan 26 to March. 
(Agencies)

Indonesia’s GDP grew 5.31% in 2022  
to pre-Covid levels

Oil producers may rethink output after 
China’s demand bounce

Rich Chinese moving wealth, and partying,  
to Singapore

Tesla raises Model Y prices in US by 
US$1,000

Chinese property market crisis not over – IMF

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s economy re-
turned to pre-pandemic growth in 
2022, as the government eased Covid 
restrictions and businesses got back 
into gear. Southeast Asia’s largest 
economy grew 5.31% in 2022 from a 
year earlier, government data showed 
on Monday, up from a 3.69% expansion 
in 2021. Indonesian president Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo had previously fore-
cast growth of 5.2% to 5.3% for 2022. 
Monday’s figure is above the range of 
5.0% to 5.2%, the annual growth rates 
recorded in the four years through 

2019. The country’s fourth-quarter 
gross domestic product, also released 
on Monday, showed a year-on-year 
growth rate of 5.01%, slowing from 
5.72% in the third quarter. This is high-
er than the median forecast of 4.84% 
year-on-year by 21 economists polled 
by Reuters. Bank Indonesia, the coun-
try’s central bank, had forecast growth 
of 4.5% to 5.3% for 2023. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund in its World Eco-
nomic Outlook update in January also 
projected that Indonesia’s economy 
will grow 4.8% in 2023. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Oil producers may 
have to reconsider their output policies 
following a demand recovery in China, 
the world’s second largest oil consum-
er, the International Energy Agency’s 
executive director Fatih Birol said to-
day. China, the world’s largest crude 
importer and No 2 buyer of liquefied 
natural gas, has become the biggest 
uncertain factor in global oil and gas 
markets in 2023 as investors bet on the 
speed of its recovery after Beijing lifted 
Covid restrictions in December. “We 
expect about half of the growth in glob-
al oil demand this year will come from 
China,” Birol told Reuters on the side-

lines of the India Energy Week confer-
ence. He added that China’s jet fuel 
demand is exploding, putting upward 
pressure on demand. “If demand goes 
up very strongly, if the Chinese econo-
my rebounds, then there will be a need, 
in my view, for the Opec+ countries to 
look at their (output) policies,” Birol 
said. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Singapore is seeing 
an influx of ultra-wealthy families 
from China looking to protect their 
wealth from a Communist Party that 
increasingly views them with sus-
picion. Beijing’s recent crackdowns 
on tech billionaires and tax-shy ce-
lebrities, as well as three years of 
zero-Covid, have led many rich Chi-
nese to look for a safe haven. Nervous 
over the fate of their fortunes, some 
of the country’s mega-rich have since 
booked tickets to Singapore, insiders 
told AFP. The key Asian financial hub 
ticks all the boxes for relocating ty-
coons. Singapore has been ruled by 
one party for the past six decades, 
and labour strikes and street protests 
are banned. Taxes are comparatively 
low and the population is predomi-
nantly ethnic Chinese. The presence 
of recent Chinese arrivals is keenly 
felt in Singapore, with some relocat-

ing to luxury homes with waterfront 
views on Sentosa Island, which also 
houses a theme park, a casino and 
a prestigious golf club. “You cannot 
imagine the way they spend money. 
It’s crazy,” said Pearce Cheng, CEO of 
AIMS, a firm providing immigration 
and relocation services. He recalled 
attending a client’s party where a 
rare Japanese “Yamazaki 55” whisky, 
worth around US$800,000 a bottle, 
was served. Cheng’s firm also helps 
find luxury condos, hire chauffeurs 
and enrol kids in private schools. It 
once even bought US$61,000 worth 
of cigars.(Agencies)

AUSTIN: Tesla Inc raised prices in the 
US of its best-selling vehicle, the Mod-
el Y, by US$1,000 after the govern-
ment raised the ceiling on the price 
of crossover electric vehicles eligible 
for tax credits. Tesla increased the 
price of the Model Y Long Range to 
US$54,990, and the Model Y Perfor-
mance to US$57,990, an increase of 
US$1,000 each, according to current 
and previous prices posted on its web-
site. It was the second increase in price 
for the Model Y Long Range over the 
past two weeks. The models remain 
15% and 17% cheaper, respectively, 
than they were before Tesla slashed 
prices last month to stoke demand, 
before accounting for the US$7,500 
tax credit buyers now qualify to re-
ceive. In a reversal, the Treasury de-
partment ruled on Friday that cross-
overs like the Model Y would qualify 
for electric vehicle tax credits as long 

as they were priced below US$80,000. 
The ceiling for cars, sedans and wag-
ons is lower at US$55,000. That rep-
resented a win for Tesla, General Mo-
tors, Ford and other automakers that 
had pressed the Biden administration 
to loosen the vehicle definitions in the 
implementation of the incentive plan 
to make more of their lineups eligible. 
At its previous price, a Tesla buyer 
of a Model Y would only have been 
able to add about US$1,000 in extra 
features, such as a tow hitch, before 
pushing the price above the level at 
which the tax incentive would apply.
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China is still facing a real es-
tate crisis and its government has a lot 
of work to do to fix the problems, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
said on Friday. The cash-strapped 
property sector, which accounts for a 
quarter of the Chinese economy, has 
struggled with defaults and stalled 
projects, hitting market confidence 
and dragging down growth in the 
world’s second-largest economy. IMF 
economists welcomed recent mea-
sures by the country’s authorities to 
ease restrictions on financing for the 
sector but pointed out that “additional 
action” will be needed in order to end 
the real estate crisis. “If you look at the 
measures, a lot of them address financ-
ing issues for the developers that are 
still in relatively good financial health, 
so that will help,” deputy director in 
the IMF’s Asia Pacific Department, 
Thomas Helbling, told CNBC. Howev-

er, property developers are still facing 
“severe” difficulties, he noted, adding 
that “the issue of the large stock of un-
finished housing more broadly is not 
yet addressed.” The Covid-19 pandem-
ic has seriously affected the housing 
market, causing financial difficulties 
resulting in a slowdown in construc-
tion in the country where apartments 
are typically pre-sold to consumers. 
Last year, some home buyers even 
halted their mortgage payments in 
protest. Chinese authorities subse-
quently emphasized the need to help 
developers finish building those pre-
sold apartments. (Agencies)
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RIYADH: Joint-trainer Thady Gos-
den believes the demands of the Red 
Sea Turf Handicap is ideal for Ebor 
hero Trawlerman, when the Godol-
phin-owned 5-year-old tackles the 
$2.5 million contest at The Saudi Cup 
meeting on Saturday, Feb. 25. The ap-
plication of a hood to help him settle in 
the early stages of his races saw him 
improve throughout the second half of 
last season. After winning a competi-
tive Goodwood handicap, he overcame 

the widest draw to land the prestigious 
Ebor Handicap over 2,800 meters at 
York in August. He was given a superb 

ride by Frankie Dettori to battle back 
for a last-gasp victory having made 
much of the running. The pair finished 
the season behind star stayer Trueshan 
in the Group 2 Long Distance Cup on 
British Champions Day at Ascot. Detto-
ri, who is set to retire at the end of the 
year, has confirmed he will ride at The 
Saudi Cup meeting. He will compete 
on the opening day in the International 
Jockeys Challenge alongside some of 
the world’s best riders. (Agencies)

LAS VEGAS: For Kirk Cousins, it 
wasn’t quite the NFL-record 33-point 
comeback against the Indianapolis 
Colts to win the NFC North. How-
ever, Cousins was the quarterback 
for the third and final flag football 
game at the Pro Bowl on Sunday 
for a reason. NFC coach Eli Man-
ning wanted Cousins in that spot to 
decide the overall winner, and the 
Minnesota Vikings QB responded by 
throwing three touchdown passes to 
rally the NFC to a 35-33 victory over 

the AFC in the Pro Bowl Games and 
end that conference’s five-game los-
ing streak. Cousins completed 15 of 
19 passes for 150 yards in the NFL’s 
reformatted all-star contest, which 

gave the NFC the victory. “It’s hard 
to wait around that long to play, but 
I appreciate Eli letting me be the 
third guy and fun to go in there and 
be the closer,” Cousins said. Based 
on the earlier flag games and skills 
competitions, the AFC took a 21-15 
lead into the final flag game. The Pro 
Bowl changed its format this season, 
eliminating the traditional game and 
replacing it with three flag games 
played on a 50-yard field and a series 
of skills competitions. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi Sports for All 
Federation has launched the second 
Riyadh International Marathon, set 
to take place on Feb. 11. Organized 
in collaboration with the Ministry of 
Sports, the Quality of Life Program 
and Saudi Arabian Athletic Federa-
tion, the event marks the latest step 
taken by SFA to encourage more 
people and communities across the 
country to get fit and active, stepping 
outdoors and participating in daily 
physical activities. Prince Khaled bin 
Alwaleed bin Talal Al-Saud, presi-
dent of SFA, said: “We are delighted 

to be bringing the Riyadh Marathon 
back, giving people another fantastic 
opportunity to challenge themselves 
while safeguarding their health. The 
success of the first-ever Riyadh Mar-
athon was a major milestone for SFA, 
Riyadh and the Kingdom as a whole, 
setting an exciting benchmark for 
what we can achieve as an active and 

sporting nation. Attracting more than 
10,000 participants from various na-
tionalities, the event showcased Saudi 
Arabia’s potential as a sports hub, and 
this upcoming edition of the event will 
only add to the Kingdom’s burgeoning 
reputation.” Open to people of all ages 
— from youngsters to seniors — the 
marathon will give community mem-
bers the chance to take part in races of 
varying distances, including 42 km, 21 
km, 10 km, and 4 km races, catering 
to people of different abilities, includ-
ing athletic and non-athletic contes-
tants. (Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: In another crown for 
Pakistan’s fighting game community, 
Atif Butt emerged as the new “King 
of the Iron Fist” on Sunday after win-
ning the Tekken World Tour 2022 vid-
eogame tournament in Amsterdam, 
Netherlands. The Tekken World Tour 
(TWT) series from videogame produc-
er Bandai Namco Entertainment Inc 
put together an international offline 
tournament series where the “best 
compete to be crowned The King of 
the Iron Fist”. The King of the Iron Fist 
tournament is the central focus of the 
massively popular and successful fight-
ing video game franchise Tekken. The 

TWT 2022 series kicked off on June 
24 with regional tournaments in 16 
regions, including Pakistan as its own 
region for the first time, to culminate in 

the final tournament — an invitational 
event for the 24 players who qualified 
from the regional finals, regional place-
ments or a last chance qualifier. The 
TWT 2022 Global Finals tournament 
was played at the Theatre Amsterdam 
on Saturday and Sunday. Bandai Nam-
co Esports’ Twitter account shared the 
winning moments of Butt’s final match 
against South Korea’s Sang-hyun 
“Jeondding” Jeon, which secured first 
place for the former and prize money 
of $50,000. Meanwhile, Tekken’s offi-
cial Twitter account said: “It’s official 
— the new King of the Iron Fist is Atif 
Butt.” (Agencies)

LAHORE: The HBL Pakistan Super 
League has been synonymous with 
high-quality fast bowling since its in-
ception in 2016. A distinct feature of 
the league has been the domination 
of pacers with four of the five leading 
wicket-takers in the tournament’s his-
tory being fast bowlers. Feeding into 
the depth of Pakistan’s pace bowling 
arsenal, the HBL PSL has produced 
some talented quicks including Haris 
Rauf, Hasan Ali, Muhammad Hasnain, 
Muhammad Wasim Jnr, Naseem Shah, 
Shaheen Shah Afridi and Shahnawaz 
Dahani who have made a mark on the 
international stage. PCB Digital spoke 
with Muhammad Amir, Muhammad 

Wasim, Shaheen Shah Afridi and Wa-
hab Riaz, as the fast bowlers discussed 
the mantra to success in T20 cricket, 
the bowling tactics deployed for differ-
ent stages of an innings and the impact 
of HBL PSL on Pakistan’s fast bowling 
landscape. These interviews are avail-
able at the HBL PSL YouTube Channel.  
Muhammad Amir – Karachi Kings A 
longtime member of the Karachi Kings 

outfit, Amir was the first player to take 
a hat-trick in HBL PSL when he dis-
missed Lahore Qalandars’ Dwayne 
Bravo, Zohaib Khan and Kevon Cooper 
on successive balls in Dubai in 2016. He 
has taken 54 wickets and also bowled 
six maiden overs in his 59-match HBL 
PSL career, most for any bowler in the 
tournament. “In T20 cricket, you have 
to understand what the pitch demands 
from you as a bowler. You do not worry 
about which batters are on strike, but 
instead assess what the wicket requires 
you to do. “If there is swing on offer, I 
will rely on fuller lengths but if the pitch 
is slow, I will use the off-cutter as my 
stock ball. (APP)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: You will be intensely ambi-
tious over the next few days but don’t 
just throw yourself at the first oppor-
tunity that comes along. Identify your 
number one priority, then start doing 
the little, everyday things that will take 
you closer to your long-term goal.
– TAURUS: You have been a bit too 
tunnel-visioned of late and need to ex-
pand your horizons beyond your fam-
ily and your career. Look at the world 
around you and ask yourself how you 
can assist in making it a better place. 
Your input matters.
– GEMINI: You should find it easier 
now to come to grips with a financial 
or business matter that has been bug-
ging you since the start of the year. 
Once you are clear in your mind what 
the problem is the solution won’t be 
hard to find.
– CANCER: Life is not a zero sum 
game – others don’t have to lose so you 
can win – and if you take that fact on 
board over the next 24 hours not only 
will you be a winner but the people 
you work and do business with can 
win as well.
– LEO: The most important thing now 
is that you choose an approach and 
stick with it. It’s not like you to chop 
and change but you’ve done so quite 
a bit in recent weeks, so get your act 
back on track and show the world 

what you can do.
– VIRGO: There has been a certain 
amount of turmoil in your life of late 
but how much of it was real and how 
much of it was in your mind? The plan-
ets warn you need to get your head to-
gether and stop worrying about things 
that will never happen.
– LIBRA: If friends and loved ones 
urge you to give up something you 
have grown used to of late it’s unlike-
ly you will be happy about it, but the 
more you think about it the more you 
will come to see they are right – it real-
ly does need to go.
– SCORPIO: Keep your eyes and ears 
open today, because if you lose con-
centration for even a moment you 
could miss out on an opportunity to 
turn a profit. Stay sharp and make 
sure if there is money to be made 
you’ll be the one who is making it.
– SAGITTARIUS: You will be asked 
some searching questions over the 
next few days and perhaps the most 
important is: do you have the courage 
and the confidence to reach out and 
take what the world is offering? It’s not 
like you to be timid, so act decisively.
– CAPRICORN: You need to stop sell-
ing yourself short and start believing 
that you have both the skill and the 
ambition to reach the top. An oppor-
tunity to move up in the world is about 
to present itself. Be ready and willing 
to grasp it before it moves on.
– ACQUARIUS: Most of the things 
you have been worrying about are 
the things that are least likely to hurt 
you, and if you keep that fact in mind 
today everything will be fine. What 
happened in the past was a learning 
experience – it’s what you do next that 
matters.
– PISCES: Your trust in certain people 
may have hit a low in recent weeks 
but you cannot allow that to hold you 
back. Keep channels of communica-
tion open today and try to understand 
why they acted the way they did. 
There is always an explanation.
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Battle for fourth place goes down to the wire in DP World ILT20
DUBAI: Over the past few days, fi-
nal positions have been fought for in 
the round-robin stage of the UAE’s 
DP World ILT20 Cricket League. 
Although Abu Dhabi Knight Rid-
ers had failed to secure a win so 
far in nine matches, they finished 
on a winning note by defeating the 
Sharjah Warriors to put a dent in the 
latter’s hopes of finishing in the top 

four. Those four teams will contest 
play-off matches. The first-placed 
team will play the second-placed 

team, providing the winner with a 
direct route to the final. Third and 
fourth-placed teams will face off, 
the winner playing the loser of first 
versus second. The Gulf Giants and 
the Desert Vipers will finish first and 
second. On Saturday, they met in 
the round robin, Vipers sitting top of 
the league. Bragging rights were at 
stake. (Agencies)

UAE Pro League sees Shabab Al-Ahli lead  
big boys on goal rampage

Fedor Emelianenko ends legendary MMA  
career with needless drubbing at Bellator 290

Matthew Tkachuk’s hometown heroics lift Atlantic 
to NHL All-Star Game win

DUBAI: The ADNOC Pro League’s 
heavyweights cut loose in a high-scor-
ing matchweek 15, while Al-Nasr’s 
worrying campaign continued. A 
quartet from the top-five teams netted 
three times or more. Leaders Shabab 
Al-Ahli Dubai Club led the way with a 
5-1 demolition of bottom-placed Dib-
ba Al-Fujairah, with 2017 AFC Player 
of the Year Omar Khrbin doubling 
up. Caio’s pair fueled second-placed 
Sharjah in their ominous 4-0 defeat 
of Baniyas and ex-Argentina youth 
forward Tomas Chancalay carried 
the major threat with two goals 
when fourth-placed Al-Wasl downed 
promoted Al-Bataeh 3-1. Ukraine 
maverick Andriy Yarmolenko won a 
penalty and finished a flowing team 
move as champions Al-Ain’s uptick in 

form continued with their 4-1 victo-
ry at sinking Al-Dhafra. The round’s 
other substantial result resonated 
toward the foot of the table, third-
from-bottom Nasr being picked apart 
4-1 by dark horses Ajman in another 
sizeable loss for the UAE’s relega-
tion-haunted, oldest club. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: There were so many 
legends of MMA in the cage who trav-
eled to Inglewood, California, from 
every corner of the country who knew 
exactly the feeling Fedor Emelianen-
ko had on Saturday. The legendary 
Russian heavyweight, who in the 
first half of this century helped make 
MMA what it is today, had just been 
knocked out in 2:30 by Ryan Bader 
in the main event of Bellator 290 at 
The Forum. There was a scratch on 
his nose. Blood dripped from his lip. 
His face was reddened. He was wind-
ed as he tried to express his emotions 
after an incredible 23-year career had 
come to an end. So many of his for-
mer rivals, and his peers from a time 
when MMA literally had to fight to 
survive another day, were brought to 
California by Bellator to celebrate his 

retirement. It wasn’t supposed to be 
like this, though anyone who knows 
the fight game had to know in his 
heart of hearts that, indeed, it would. 
It happened to “The Greatest,” Mu-
hammad Ali, in Nassau, Bahamas, in 
1981, when he was beaten by Trevor 
Berbick. At Ali’s peak, Berbick wasn’t 
good enough to tie his shoes, but at 
the end, Ali suffered an ignominious 
beating. (Agencies)

FLORIDA: Red Wings star Dylan 
Larkin had a hat trick in the final 
and Leafs forward Mitch Marner 
tallied three assists as the Atlantic 
Division beat the Central 7-5 in the 
NHL All-Star Game final on Satur-
day. Larkin finished with five goals 
in the Atlantic’s two games, but it 
was the hometown star stealing the 
show in Florida. Playing alongside 

his brother Brady, Matthew Tkachuk 
had seven points on the day, includ-
ing a five-point outburst (and a hat 
trick) in the Atlantic’s semifinal win 
over the Metropolitan earlier in the 
afternoon. The effort in front on the 
Sunrise crowd was enough to net 
Tkachuk MVP honors — something 
that was clearly special for the Pan-
thers forward. (Agencies)

Saudi Cup sees Trawlerman out to net Red Sea Turf Handicap

Kirk Cousins rallies NFC to 35-33 victory over AFC in Pro Bowl

Sports For All launches 2nd edition of Riyadh International Marathon

Video gamer Atif Butt crowned ‘King of Iron Fist’ after winning  
Tekken World Tour 2022 in Amsterdam

Amir, Shaheen, Wahab and Wasim on fast bowlers in HBL PSL

MANCHESTER: It has referred the 
club to an independent commission 
over alleged breaches between 2009 
and 2018, and accused City of not 
co-operating with the investigation 
from December 2018. In a statement 
the Premier League said City breached 
rules requiring them to provide “accu-
rate financial information that gives a 
true and fair view of the club’s financial 
position”. This information included 
the club’s revenue, including sponsor-
ship revenue and operating costs. Fur-

ther alleged breaches relate to rules 
requiring full details of manager remu-
neration - from the 2009-10 to 2012-13 
seasons, when Roberto Mancini was in 
charge -and player remuneration be-
tween 2010-11 and 2015-16. The Pre-
mier League said City breached rules 
related to Uefa regulations - including 

Financial Fair Play (FFP) - from 2013-14 
to 2017-18, as well as Premier League 
rules on profitability and sustainability 
from 2015-16 to 2017-18. In 2020 City 
had a two-year ban from European 
club competitions overturned by the 
Court of Arbitration for Sport (Cas), 
after Uefa ruled that City committed 
“serious breaches” of FFP regulations 
between 2012 and 2016. Last season 
City won their sixth Premier League 
title since the 2008 takeover by the Abu 
Dhabi United Group. (Agencies)

Manchester City charged with breaking financial rules by Premier League
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DOHA: An envoy for Qatar’s foreign 
affairs minister visited the Afghan 
capital on Sunday and met with the 
Taliban administration’s acting for-
eign minister, according to an Afghan 
foreign ministry statement, Reuters 
reports. The visit comes after the Tal-
iban administration placed restric-
tions on women’s education and NGO 
work, which Qatar labelled “deeply 
concerning” amid widespread inter-
national criticism. Mutlaq Bin Ma-
jed Al-Qahtani, the special envoy of 
Qatar’s foreign minister, took part in 
meetings with acting foreign minister 
Amir Khan Muttaqi in Kabul, accord-
ing to Afghan foreign affairs spokes-
person Abdul Qahar Balkhi. “Both 
sides discussed political coordination, 
the strength of the relationship and 

humanitarian aid,” Balkhi said. No for-
eign country has formally recognised 
the Taliban government, though both 
China and Pakistan sent their foreign 
ministers last year and the U.N. deputy 
special reprsentative recently visited 
to discuss women’s rights and aid. Qa-
tar was home to the Taliban’s political 
office since around 2012 when they 
were waging an insurgency against 
the Western-backed government until 
they seized power in 2021. (Agencies)

KYIV: Ukraine’s outgoing defence 
minister has said the country is antic-
ipating a new Russian offensive later 
this month. At a news conference, 
Oleksiy Reznikov said not all Western 
weaponry will have arrived by then, 
but Ukraine had enough reserves to 
hold off Russian forces. President 
Volodymyr Zelensky said troops were 
fighting fiercely in Bakhmut, Vuhle-
dar and Lyman. Mr Reznikov’s com-
ments came hours before it was an-
nounced that he was to be replaced as 
defence minister. Military intelligence 
chief Kyrylo Budanov will take his 
place, according to a Ukrainian poli-
tician from Mr Zelensky’s party. The 
shake-up comes amid a series of cor-

ruption scandals that has plagued the 
defence ministry. Mr Reznikov has de-
nied media reports that some defence 
officials are suspected of embezzling 
public funds for the procurement of 
food for the army. Ukrainian law-
maker David Arakhamia announced 
the reshuffle on Sunday, saying that 
“war dictates personnel policies”. Mr 
Reznikov, a familiar face in Ukraine’s 
efforts to secure Western weapons, 
will now become minister for stra-
tegic industries.  President Zelensky 
has already fired a number of senior 
officials as part of a broad anti-cor-
ruption drive across his government. 
At an earlier news conference, Mr 
Reznikov said Russia did not have all 
of its resources ready to launch an of-
fensive, but may do so anyway as a 
symbolic gesture, given the one-year 
anniversary of Moscow’s full-scale in-
vasion on 24 February. He said Russia 
was expected to prioritise taking the 
whole of the eastern Donbas as well 
as launching offensives in the south 
of Ukraine. (Agencies)
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Australia’s PM pushes for bipartisan support on Indigenous referendum

China expresses dissatisfaction and protest over US shooting down  
civilian airship; US sets bad precedent

SYDNEY: Australian prime minister 
Anthony Albanese will push for bipar-
tisan support on a referendum that 
aims to set up an Indigenous consul-
tative committee in parliament, when 
it meets on Monday for the first time 
this year. The landmark referendum, 
to be held later this year, will establish 
an Indigenous “Voice”, that can make 
representations to parliament on pol-
icies affecting them. If passed, that 
would add language to its constitution 
– which cannot be amended without a 
referendum – to recognise Australia’s 
Indigenous citizens for the first time. A 
poll by The Australian newspaper re-

leased on Monday showed 56% of vot-
ers supported the change in the consti-
tution, with 37% opposing it. Australia 
is seeking to give more recognition to 
its Aboriginal people, who have inhab-
ited the land for 60,000 years but track 
well below national averages on most 

socio-economic measures. “I believe 
very firmly that Australians should 
take the opportunity that they’ll have 
in the second half of this year to cast a 
vote for yes, to cast a vote to walk upon 
the path of reconciliation,” Albanese 
told reporters in Canberra. “It might 
just make some people’s lives, some of 
the most disadvantaged people in our 
country, their lives better.” Albanese, 
who has staked much of his political 
capital on the referendum in a country 
that has only passed eight of them since 
becoming an independent nation, said 
he wanted to get “as much agreement 
as possible”. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China expressed strong dis-
satisfaction and protest on Sunday 
against the US’ move to shoot down a 
non-threatening Chinese airship for ci-
vilian use, calling the US’ move an over-
reaction and vowing to reserve the right 
to take necessary actions. By turning an 
unintentional accident into an incident 
that has been hyped by the US officials 
and media, Washington is adding new 
uncertainties into the already-intense 
relations with China, creating a bad 
precedent for blurring the line between 
civilian and military uses, experts 
said. The Chinese Foreign Ministry 
expressed strong dissatisfaction and 

protested against the US’ use of force 
to shoot down a Chinese civilian un-
manned airship, urging the US to prop-
erly handle the incident. The Chinese 
side has verified the situation and com-
municated with the US side multiple 
times, saying the unintended entry of 
the airship into US airspace was due to 
force majeure and the incident was to-

tally an accident, the ministry said. The 
US military on Saturday local time shot 
down a “suspected Chinese spy bal-
loon” off the Carolina coast following 
an authorization of the Biden adminis-
tration after the airship has been flying 
over the US for days. The action was 
hailed by the US President Joe Biden 
as “a success,” according to US media 
reports. The “balloon episode” went vi-
ral on the US social media. A number 
of US hawks on China-related matters 
have been hyping the use of balloon for 
spying purpose and deliberately distort-
ed it as “a direct assault on the US na-
tional sovereignty.” (Agencies)

Thousands of Danes 
Revolt Against Removal 
Of Christian Holiday To 
Subsidize War Spending

UK Treasury Reportedly 
Admits ‘No More Mon-
ey’ for Defense as Army 

Runs Out of Ammo

Japan to authorize  
Deployment of US missiles 
if Washington initiates talks

British workers stage largest strike in history of 
health service

COPENHAGEN: Danish Prime Minis-
ter Mette Frederiksen notoriously said 
that she saw no problem in working an 
extra day. However, tens of thousands 
of her compatriots begged to differ 
and have mounted a demonstrations 
to defend their beloved Christian hol-
iday, which has been observed for cen-
turies. housands of Danes gathered 
in the capital city of Copenhagen on 
Sunday 5 February to protest against 
the government’s plans to scrap a pop-
ular public holiday to help replenish 
the country’s war chest. According to 
the nation’s largest labor unions that 
organized the demonstration, at least 
50,000 participants came together 
making this protest the biggest the 
Nordic country has witnessed in de-
cades. (Agencies)

LONDON: Late last month, a senior US 
general reportedly told UK Defense Sec-
retary Ben Wallace that the British Army 
is no longer considered a top-level fight-
ing force. The UK Treasury has no more 
money for the country’s defense even 
though it admits there is an urgent need 
to rearm in the wake of Russia’s special 
military operation in Ukraine, a British 
media outlet reported, citing unnamed 
defense sources. They also revealed that 
the UK would not offer as many troops 
as NATO allies want for the alliance’s 
major new force aimed at strengthening 
its defenses. The insiders argued that 
Downing Street had already been urged 
to increase the defense budget by at 
least £3Bln ($3.6 billion) a year and stop 
a plan to shrink the size of the UK Army 
even further. (Agencies)

TOKYO: The Japanese government is 
ready to consider the deployment of US 
medium-range missiles on its territory 
if Washington initiates official negotia-
tions on this matter, Japanese press re-
ported, citing an informed source. The 
United States so far has raised this issue 
only on the sidelines of formal meetings 
over the past three to four years, and this 
question was never officially discussed 
between the countries’ leadership, 
the newspaper reported on Saturday. 
Washington indicated that the Long 
Range Hypersonic Weapon (LRHW) 
and Tomahawk cruise missiles, which 
are currently under development, are 
potential candidates for deployment, 
the report said.  There is also an op-
tion that the missiles will be placed on 
US military vessels stationed in the In-
do-Pacific region on a rotational basis, 
the newspaper reported, adding that 
missile deployment in Japan is in line 
with Washington’s plan to create an ar-
mament system on the first island chain. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: Health workers in Britain 
began their largest strike on Monday, 
as tens of thousands of nurses and 
ambulance workers walk out in an 
escalating pay dispute, putting further 
strain on the state-run National Health 
Service (NHS). Nurses and ambulance 
workers have been striking separately 
on and off since late last year but Mon-
day’s walkout involving both, largely in 
England, is the biggest in the 75-year 
history of the NHS. Nurses will also 
strike on Tuesday, while ambulance 
staff will walk out on Friday and phys-
iotherapists on Thursday, making the 
week probably the most disruptive in 
NHS history, its Medical Director Ste-
phen Powis said. Health workers are 
demanding a pay rise that reflects the 
worst inflation in Britain in four de-
cades, while the government says that 
would be unaffordable and cause more 

price rises, and in turn, make interest 
rates and mortgage payments rise. 
Around 500,000 workers, many from 
the public sector, have been staging 
strikes since last summer, adding to 
pressure on Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak to resolve the disputes and limit 
disruption to public services such as 
railways and schools. The Royal Col-
lege of Nursing (RCN) trade union 
wrote to Sunak over the weekend ask-
ing him to bring the nursing strike “to 
a swift close” by making “meaningful” 
pay offers. (Agencies)
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Beyonce Wins Record 
Number of Grammys

Norway Preparing for Its 
Largest Military Drill of 

the Year

MOSCOW: US pop singer Beyonce has 
won the 33rd Grammy award for her 
“Renaissance” album, thus setting an 
all-time record for the number of these 
awards, the Grammy Awards said. Be-
yonce’s album won in the Best Dance/
Electronic Album category. In addition, 
Beyonce still has a chance to increase 
the number of Grammys as she was 
nominated for nine more awards, in-
cluding Best Album of the Year, Best 
Song of the Year, and Best Record of the 
Year. Orchestral and operatic conductor 
Georg Solti held the previous record 
with 32 Grammys. (Agencies)

OSLO: The biennal international exer-
cise Joint Viking includes land, navy, 
and air forces, as well as allied contri-
butions. This year’s edition is expected 
to host a total of 10,000 Norwegian and 
allied soldiers. Preparations are un-
derway for the international drill Joint 
Viking, billed as this year’s highlight 
for Norway, as some 750 soldiers from 
the US Marine Corps as well as Dutch 
and UK forces are already in place. 
The winter drill, slated for early March, 
will gather 10,000 Norwegian and al-
lied soldiers from NATO. The main 
activity will take place in the province 
of Troms in the northern part of the 
country between March 4–16, 2023. In 
addition, there will be Norwegian and 
allied training, courses, and transports 
in Norway already in January and Feb-
ruary. In total, some 800 soldiers from 
the Netherlands Marine Corps and 800 
Royal Marines from the UK will take 
part in the drill alongside their Norwe-
gian and US counterparts. Norwegian 
Army spokesman Master Sergeant 
Rolf Ytterstad described the goal of 
the drill as “reinforcing operability and 
highlighting allied cohesion and the 
ability and willingness to defend NATO 
territory.” He also stressed the chal-
lenging conditions of the High North 
that demand regular training and exer-
cises. As this year’s edition of the drill 
coincides with the ongoing conflict in 
Ukraine, the Norwegian Armed Forces 
emphasized a “deteriorating” security 
situation in Europe and stressed the 
importance of “good preparedness and 
well-trained military forces. (Agencies)

JERUSALEM: Israeli forces killed a 
number of armed fighters on Mon-
day during a raid on a refugee camp 
near the occupied West Bank city of 
Jericho aimed at capturing suspected 
Hamas militants, the Israeli military 
said in a statement. Five people were 
killed, governor of Jericho Jihad Abu 
Al-Assal said, in the raid in Aqbat Jabr 
refugee camp in southern Jericho and 
eight were arrested, according to a 
statement published by official Pales-
tinian news agency WAFA. The Pales-
tinian health ministry said three peo-
ple had been wounded, one critically, 
but gave no details on any dead. Ismail 
Haniyeh, the leader of the Palestinian 
militant group Hamas, appeared to 
confirm some fatalities in a statement 
praising the gunmen as “martyred 
heroes.” The raid came during a pe-

riod of heightened tensions that have 
drawn fears of a further escalation in 
violence and prompted calls for calm 
on both sides from the United States 
and international bodies including the 
United Nations. Israeli forces have 
carried out months of raids in the 
West Bank following a spate of deadly 
attacks in Israel last year and forces 
have been put on high alert after a 
Palestinian gunman shot seven peo-
ple dead near a synagogue on Jan. 27. 
(Agencies)

Israeli forces kill several armed militants  
in raid - army statement

Qatar sends envoy to Afghan capital to meet with Taliban

Ukraine braced for renewed Russian offensive  
later in February


