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ANKARA: The death toll from cat-
astrophic earthquakes in southern 
Türkiye and northwestern Syria sur-
passed 4,000 on Tuesday morning. 
According to Turkish authorities, 
over 3,300 people were killed and 
over 20,400 were injured. The coun-
try’s disaster management officials 
said that almost 6,000 buildings were 
destroyed. President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan declared a seven-day peri-
od of national mourning for the vic-
tims of the disaster, which he called 
the strongest the country has seen 
since the 1939 Erzincan earthquake. 
Anadolu news agency reported on 
Tuesday that a woman and her three 

children were rescued after spending 
around 28 hours under the rubble in 
Gaziantep. Turkish Defense Minister 
Hulusi Akar said the Armed Forces 
established an air corridor to deliver 

rescue teams and aid to the disaster 
zone. “We have maximized the readi-
ness of our aircraft to provide the nec-
essary transportation service,” Akar 
told reporters. (Agencies)

4,000+ killed in powerful Türkiye-Syria earthquakes
New York state hit by strongest earthquake 

in decades

 Google reveals new ‘conversation’ AI 

Russian reinforcements pour into eastern 
Ukraine, says governor

North Korea pledges ‘expanded, intensified’ 
military drills

BUFFALO: Buffalo, the second-largest 
city in the US state of New York, was 
shaken by a 3.8-magnitude earthquake 
on Monday. The tremor was the most 
powerful in the area for four decades 
but did not cause any material dam-
age, local authorities said. According 
to the United States Geological Sur-
vey (USGS), nearly 3,000 local resi-
dents felt the quake, which occurred 
at about 6:15am. It struck 1.24 miles 
(2km) east-northeast of West Seneca, a 
suburb of Buffalo, with a depth of 1.86 
miles (3km). Governor Kathy Hochul 
posted a tweet confirming the tremor, 
writing that “no damage has been re-

ported at this time.” The deputy com-
missioner of Erie County Department 
of Homeland Security and Emergen-
cy Services, Gregory J. Butcher, said 
shockwaves were felt as far north as 
Niagara Falls, and in Orchard Park to 
the south. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: An “experimental con-
versational AI service” named Bard 
will be made available to “trusted 
testers” on Monday, Alphabet CEO 
Sundar Pichai has announced. Google 
will also start using AI technology to 
improve and expand searches. “Bard 
seeks to combine the breadth of the 
world’s knowledge with the power, 
intelligence and creativity of our large 
language models. It draws on infor-
mation from the web to provide fresh, 
high-quality responses,” Pichai wrote 
in a blog post. The AI is powered by 
Language Model for Dialogue Appli-
cations (LaMDA) technology, which 
Google unveiled two years ago. Pichai 
said the testing was intended “to make 
sure Bard’s responses meet a high bar 
for quality, safety and groundedness in 

real-world information,” after which 
the AI can be made “more widely 
available to the public in the coming 
weeks.” According to Pichai, Google 
“re-oriented the company around AI 
six years ago,” and developed a set of 
AI technologies that are “creating en-
tirely new ways to engage with infor-
mation, from language and images to 
video and audio.” The company is now 
rolling out these technologies to its sig-
nature web search service. (Agencies)

KYIV: Russia was pouring reinforce-
ments into eastern Ukraine ahead 
of a possible new offensive, said a 
Ukrainian governor, but British intelli-
gence said on Tuesday it was unlikely 
that Russia would have enough forces 
to significantly affect the war within 
weeks. Desperate for Western military 
aid to arrive, Ukraine anticipates a 
major offensive could be launched by 
Russia for “symbolic” reasons around 
the Feb. 24 anniversary of the invasion, 
which Moscow persists in calling “a 

special military operation.” Ukraine 
is itself planning a spring offensive to 
recapture lost territory, but it is await-
ing delivery of promised longer-range 
Western missiles and battle tanks, and 
some analysts say the country was 
months away from being ready. “We 
are seeing more and more (Russian) 
reserves being deployed in our direc-
tion, we are seeing more equipment 
being brought in...,” said Serhiy Haid-
ai, Ukraine’s governor of the mainly 
Russian-occupied Luhansk province. 
“They bring ammunition that is used 
differently than before — it is not 
round-the-clock shelling anymore. 
They are slowly starting to save, getting 
ready for a full-scale offensive,” Haidai 
told Ukrainian television. “It will most 
likely take them 10 days to gather re-
serves. After Feb. 15 we can expect 
(this offensive) at any time.” (Agencies)

SEOUL: North Korea’s top army of-
ficials have said they will expand and 
intensify military drills to ensure their 
readiness for war, state media reported 
Tuesday, ahead of a massive parade. 
The pledge came at a Monday meeting 
overseen by leader Kim Jong Un and 
follows last week’s staging of joint air 
drills by South Korea and the United 
States. The agenda was topped by “the 
issue of constantly expanding and in-
tensifying the operation and combat 
drills of the (Korean People’s Army) 
... strictly perfecting the preparedness 
for war,” the official Korean Central 
News Agency said. The meeting of 
North Korea’s central military com-
mission comes as commercial satellite 
imagery suggests “extensive parade 
preparations” are underway in Pyong-
yang ahead of key state holidays this 
month. North Korea celebrates the 
founding anniversary of its armed forc-
es on Wednesday and the “Day of the 
Shining Star” on February 16. The lat-
ter is the birthday of Kim Jong Il, son 
of North Korea’s founder Kim Il Sung 

and father of Kim Jong Un. Seoul and 
Washington have moved to bolster 
joint military drills following a year of 
sanctions-busting weapons tests, infu-
riating Pyongyang, which sees them 
as rehearsals for invasion. Last week, 
the security allies staged joint air drills 
featuring strategic bombers and stealth 
fighters, prompting Pyongyang to warn 
such exercises could “ignite an all-out 
showdown.” The joint exercises, their 
first this year, came a day after US De-
fense Secretary Lloyd Austin and his 
South Korean counterpart vowed to 
boost security cooperation to count-
er an increasingly belligerent nucle-
ar-armed North. (Agencies)

Chinese ‘spy balloon’ potentially rigged to 
explode–Pentagon 

Moscow tomb raider goes after Lenin

UK military running out of money and  
ammo – media

PENTAGON: The alleged “Chinese 
surveillance balloon” shot down by the 
US on Saturday could have been carry-
ing explosives to destroy itself and its 
cargo, US Northern Command Chief 
General Glen VanHerck told Politico 
on Monday. VanHerck also confirmed 
earlier reports that similar balloons 
have entered US airspace undetected 
before. VanHerck told Politico report-
er Lara Seligman that the balloon was 
up to 200ft (61 meters) tall, and carried 
a payload “in excess of a couple thou-
sand pounds.” The general added that 
the balloon potentially carried explo-
sives “to detonate and destroy the bal-
loon” if necessary. The balloon was shot 
down off the coast of South Carolina on 
Sunday, a week after it entered US air-

space. President Biden was briefed on 
the balloon’s journey on Tuesday, the 
White House said, although Biden did 
not publicly acknowledge its existence 
until Thursday, a day after it had been 
seen in the skies above Montana by 
members of the public. The President 
claimed that he initially ordered the 
balloon shot down above land, but that 
the Pentagon refused due to safety con-
cerns. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: A “drunken” furniture as-
sembler attempted to breach the Vlad-
imir Ilyich Lenin mausoleum on Red 
Square and steal the body of the So-
viet Union’s founder, but was detained 
instead, Moscow police told report-
ers on Monday. Police said the man, 
whose name has not been released, 
had been circling the mausoleum on 
Sunday evening and made his attempt 
to open the door shortly after midnight. 
He behaved strangely, said something 

about “waking up” Lenin and seemed 
intoxicated, so the authorities called 
an ambulance. Answering police ques-
tions, the suspect admitted his intent to 
steal Lenin’s body from the tomb, but 
could not explain why. He was referred 
for psychiatric evaluation. The man 
“walked along Red Square and tried 
to breach the entrance, but was de-
tained,” the Federal Protective Service 
(FSO), which is charged with guarding 
the Kremlin, said in a statement on 
incident. The FSO also confirmed the 
suspect was in “a state of alcohol intox-
ication.” The mausoleum was built in 
1930 alongside the walls of the Kremlin 
facing Red Square to publicly display 
the embalmed remains of Lenin. Born 
Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, the Commu-
nist revolutionary who founded the 
Soviet Union died in 1924. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK does not have 
enough money to fulfill its military 
commitments after digging deep 
into its stockpiles to fund and equip 
the Ukrainian war effort, unnamed 
defense sources told Sky News on 
Monday. Britain’s self-defense is in 
jeopardy because the government is 
giving away critical military assets 
to Kiev, including tanks and artillery, 
sources warned, explaining that “it 
is no good having a small number of 
high-end, exquisite platforms when 
you have not got capacity around it.” 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak recently 
promised Ukraine 14 Challenger 2 
main battle tanks and 30 AS90 artil-
lery guns – the remainder of the Brit-

ish army’s artillery stocks – leaving 
the home front vulnerable, according 
to the sources. While Sunak inherited 
a “refresh” of defense policy formu-
lated in 2021, prioritizing investment 
in high-tech submarines and the de-
velopment of a new fighter jet, the 
sources who spoke to Sky argued this 
plan ignores the military’s immediate 
needs — a lack of ammunition, artil-
lery, and missile defense systems. The 
sources said they had already urged 
the Treasury to add £3 billion annual-
ly to the defense budget and ease re-
strictions on arms procurement, but 
Chancellor Jeremy Hunt was playing 
“hard ball.” Making matters worse, 
the government is actually cutting 
the size of the military from 82,000 to 
73,000 troops. London will thus only 
be “credibly” able to supply a brigade, 
numbering between 5,000 and 10,000 
soldiers plus supporting equipment, 
to a new NATO force that would nor-
mally expect three to six times that 
number from a major bloc power 
such as the UK. (Agencies)

Israel says approved aid to 
quake-hit Syria,  

Damascus denies request

 World heading 
into ‘wider war’ 

UN chief 

JERUSALEM: Israel’s Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu said he had giv-
en the go-ahead to send aid to earth-
quake-hit Syria, but a Damascus offi-
cial swiftly denied they had requested 
help in the first place. Israel “received 
a request from a diplomatic source for 
humanitarian aid to Syria, and I ap-
proved it,” Netanyahu told lawmakers 
from his hawkish Likud party, adding 
the aid would be sent soon. But a Syr-
ian official told reporters Damascus 
“ridiculed and denied the allegations” 
that it had requested aid from Israel. 
“How can Syria ask for help from an 
entity that has killed... Syrians for de-
cades?” said the official. Syria’s gov-
ernment does not recognize Israel and 
the two countries have fought several 
wars since Israel’s creation in 1948. 
Netanyahu’s office declined to provide 
further details on the source of the re-
quest to help Syria, where hundreds of 
people were killed by a 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake Monday in neighboring 
Turkiye. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The world is closer than 
ever to a global conflict, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres warned 
on Monday. The global community is 
not even “sleepwalking” into “a wid-
er war” but marches towards it “with 
its eyes wide open,” he stressed in a 
speech to the General Assembly. “The 
prospects for peace keep diminishing. 
The chances of further escalation and 
bloodshed keep growing,” Guterres 
said, denouncing the lack of “strategic 
vision” and “bias” that prevent politi-
cal decision-makers from taking steps 
in the right direction. “This near-term 
thinking is not only deeply irrespon-
sible – it is immoral,” he argued, add-
ing that politicians and entrepreneurs 
became too absorbed with clinging 
to power and their business cycles. 
The secretary-general also blasted the 
erosion of international law and order 
based on UN principles, which, accord-
ing to him, led to the present sorry state 
of affairs. “If every country fulfilled its 
obligations under the [UN] Charter, the 
right to peace would be guaranteed,” 
he noted, calling on UN members to 
“to transform our approach to peace by 
recommitting to the Charter – putting 
human rights and dignity first, with 
prevention at the heart.” (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: President Dr Arif Alvi, 
referring to tragic blast incident at 
Police Lines, Tuesday expressed 
the resolve to exterminate terror-
ism as the Government and Armed 
Forces had full support of the entire 
nation. He expressed these views 
during a visit to the Lady Reading 
Hospital where he enquired after 

health of injured persons of Police 
Lines’ mosque blast. Caretaker 
Chief Minister, Muhammad Azam 
Khan also accompanied him. The 
President said the nation, Security 
Forces did combat terrorism in an 
unprecedented manner and they 
would once again collectively fight 
the menace. He talked to the doc-

tors and hospital administration 
about the well-being of the injured. 
He expressed solidarity with fami-
lies of martyrs and prayed for the 
early recovery of injured persons. 
Dr Arif Alvi also enquired after the 
health of an injured woman and 
condoled martyrdom of her family 
members.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pak-
thunkhwa (KP) government through 
Counter Terrorism Department 
(CTD) has announced Rs 10 million 
cash prize for informers who helped 
in identification of the suicide bomber 
and his facilitators of the police lines’ 
blast reported on January 30. An of-
ficial announcement issued here said 
that the suicide bomber had attacked 
the police lines’ mosque on January 

30 in which as many as worshipers 
were martyred and injured. The CTD 
has released the photograph of the 
most wanted terrorist for informa-
tion of general public and announced 
Rs10 million cash money for inform-
ers of the suicide attacker and his 
facilitators. It is pertinent to mention 
here that least 85 worshipers most 
policemen were martyred, and sev-
eral others were got injured in the 

deadly terrorist attack. Following the 
explosion, the Khyber Pakthunkhwa 
government has observed one day of-
ficial mourning to express solidarity 
with the victims’ families. The Prime 
Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif 
has also visited Lady Reading Hospi-
tal Peshawar where he inquired after 
the health of the injured victims and 
later, chaired a high-level meeting of 
the Apex Committee.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Markazi Tan-
zeem-e-Tajran, the representative 
body of traders of Pakistan, has an-
nounced financial support for the 
provision of free education to chil-
dren of martyrs of the Peshawar Po-
lice Lines blast. In a press statement 
issued here on Tuesday, President of 
Markazi Tanzeen Tajran Peshawar, 

Atif Haleem assured of extending 
cooperation and support for the pro-
vision of free education to children 
of the martyrs at private schools. 
“Taking care of children of security 
forces who sacrificed their lives in 
the line of duty is our responsibili-
ty and we will fulfill it properly,” he 
stressed. Atif said he will soon hold 

a meeting with the Inspector Gener-
al of Police in that regard and inform 
about the decision. Apart from free 
education, he continued, the trading 
community would also provide oth-
er facilities such as free treatment at 
private hospitals, besides offering 
special discounts on the prices of 
edible goods.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The participants of a 
seminar on “Protection and Rights 
of Citizens: Political Consensus” on 
Tuesday emphasised upon the politi-
cal parties to focus on making serious 
efforts to implement national action 
plan, take stern actions to curb ter-
rorism and extremism and introduce 
measures to address outstanding hu-
man rights issues. The seminar was 
organised by Centre for Social Justice 
(CSJ). Executive Director of CSJ Pe-
ter Jacob, former MNA Bushra Gohar 
(NDM), Sardar Hussain Babak (ANP), 
Dr. Khadim Husain, Arshad Aziz Ma-
lik, Syed Ayub Shah Advocate (PPP), 
Shahid Mehmood, Augustin Jacob 
Social, Human Rights Activist and 
Suneel Malik were among the speak-
ers, while Naina Samson moderated 
the seminar. At this juncture, CSJ’s 
report titled “Promises to Keep & 
Miles to Go” based on the analysis of 
pledges, actions, and performance re-
garding minorities rights made by po-
litical parties was launched which the 
political parties in the government and 
opposition largely failed to implement 
their pledges fully in the last three 
parliamentary tenures. The study 
found that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 

(PTI) fulfilled none out of five prom-
ises made in election manifesto 2018, 
though it made partial progress on 
two promises. Peter Jacob said that 
CSJ shares the grief of families and 
the entire nation affected by the attack 
on police lines Peshawar a week ago. 
The civil society of Pakistan welcomes 
the meeting of the Apex committee 
and the all-parties conference, being 
convened in Islamabad, and supports 
the national resolve against extremism 
and militancy. He said that civil soci-
ety strongly believes that the success 
against extremism will hugely depend 
on changes in the policy paradigm 
aimed at equality of rights and re-
moving discrimination on the basis of 
religion or belief, particularly the im-
punity available to preachers of hate 
and intolerance. He demanded that 
upcoming census has to ensure the 
maximum inclusion of Pakistan’s di-
versity and the political process should 
enable substantial changes in the legal 
framework including the constitution 
of Pakistan to inculcate the standards 
of justice and equality envisioned in 
the speech of Muhammad Ali Jinnah 
on 11 August 1947. Bushra Gohar said 
that the political parties have failed 

to address human rights abuses, and 
they compromised on their mandates 
and political will due to the pressure 
exerted by religious groups, which 
results in making them use religion 
in their narrative and policy actions 
for political point scoring. She added 
that textbooks of different subjects 
including English and urdu carry the 
religious content which leads to divid-
ing citizens on religious and sectarian 
lines and developing a typical world-
view amongst students, which should 
be contained to implement Article 
22(1) of the constitution of Pakistan. 
Sardar Hussain Babak said that there 
are curbs on freedom of expression, 
thought, conscience and religion in 
Pakistan. The powerful state institu-
tions tend to challenge the suprema-
cy of the constitution and parliament, 
which makes the democratic insti-
tutions weak and marginalised. He 
added that the country is in the grip of 
religious intolerance and extremism 
sponsored by the state, it is time for 
the state authorities to reject the ide-
als that promote hatred and exclusion. 
Arshad Aziz Malik said that the con-
stitution of Pakistan guaranteed the 
protection of life and property of ev-

ery citizen, however, state institutions 
have failed to realise their responsibili-
ty to promote, protect and fulfil human 
rights. The political and armed forces 
must resolve to take serious actions to 
curb the acts of terrorism and extrem-
ism, he remarked. Syed Ayub Shah 
Advocate said that the constitution of 
Pakistan guarantees protection of hu-
man rights, therefore, political parties 
must make efforts to address human 
rights violations, curb acts of intoler-
ance and extremism and introduce 
policy and strategy to promote social 
cohesion and peaceful coexistence. 
Shahid Mehmood said that it is the 
responsibility of the state institutions 
and governments to implement the 
provisions of the international laws 
and Constitution of Pakistan. He add-
ed that the government should make 
efforts to ensure equality of rights for 
all citizens without any discrimination 
and steps should be taken to ensure a 
fair distribution of resources and elim-
inate corruption and ensure the safety 
of citizens’ lives and property. Suneel 
Malik said that the political parties shy 
away from introducing progressive 
policy reforms to address outstanding 
human rights issues. (APP)

Nation stands by Govt, Forces to exterminate terrorism : President

Cash prize announced for identifiers of police lines’ blast terrorist

Traders association to provide free education to children  
of Peshawar blast martyrs

Political parties urged to play imperative role to curb terrorism, extremism from society

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 279 282

China Yuan 40.72 41.12

Japanese Yen 2.5 2.54

Saudi Riyal 73.21 73.51

U.A.E Dirham 74.80 75.10

UK Pound 331.71 332.41

Euro 296.66 297.26

Australian Dollar 190.31 192.71

Canadian Dollar 205.22 207.42

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
202,900

Rs 
185,991

Rs 
177,537

Rs 
152,175

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
173,954

Rs 
159,457

Rs 
152,210

Rs 
130,466

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,395 Rs 15,946 Rs 15,221 Rs 13,047

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
493,153

Rs 
452,054

Rs 
431,509

Rs 
369,865

DRO takes notice of ECP’s guidelines violation

EIB foils smuggling attempt of 60kg hashish

Cold, dry weather to prevail in most KP

President, KPK Caretaker CM discuss law, 
order situation

People saddened over loss of lives  
in Turkiye earthquake

Pesco notifies power suspension

Murder accused arrested in Kurram

Feb 8 last date for NA by-election  
nomination papers in KP: EC

PESHAWAR: District Returning Of-
ficer (DRO) Swabi on Tuesday took 
notice of the violation of guideline/
code of conduct for by-elections in 
NA-18 and NA-19 announced by 
the Election of Commission of Pa-
kistan (ECP). The action has been 
taken on the complaint filed by Bi-
land Iqbal Tarakai with the DRO for 
NA-18 and NA-19 Swabi regarding 
advertisement/notice for develop-
ment projects inviting tenders dat-
ed February 6, 2023 to be opened 
on February 9, 2023 by the office of 
Executive Engineer (XEN) PHE Di-
vision, Swabi, said a press release 
issued here on Tuesday. The notice 
said that the ECP has announced 
schedule for the conduct of elec-
tion in NA-18 Swabi-I and NA-19 
Swabi-II while schedule for general 
election to provincial assemblies of 

Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
are to be announced shortly. In the 
light of the foregoing the ECP vide 
Notification No.F. (No2 (1) 2023-
Cord, dated January 22, 2023 have 
not to announce/execute any kind of 
development scheme in Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces ex-
cept those which are ongoing and 
approved before the announcement 
of election schedule. Moreover, the 
provincial government and the local 
governments of Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa have been directed 
not to issue tenders of such schemes 
till the culmination of general elec-
tions of both assemblies. The Exec-
utive Engineer concerned has been 
directed to cancel the notice inviting 
tenders in the light of the notifica-
tionof the ECP and intimate the of-
fice of DRO Swabi. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Excise Intelligence 
Bureau (EIB) foiled a smuggling bid 
of a huge quantity of narcotics and re-
covered 60 kilograms of hashish from 
a vehicle on Tuesday. Acting on a tip-
off, the personnel of EIB carried out 
the operation at Arbab Tapo, Mathani 
(Peshawar), and recovered the con-

traband during the search of a vehicle 
carrying Registration No. LED 1567. 
The value of the narcotics was stated 
to be worth millions of rupees. Excise 
Police Station, Peshawar Region has 
registered an FIR against the accused 
Mir Hassan while further investiga-
tions are underway. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Tuesday 
forecast cold and dry weather for 
most districts of the province, while 
very cold for upper districts and hilly 
areas. Isolated rain-thunderstorm 
with snowfall over the hills is likely to 
occur over North & South Waziristan, 
Tank, Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Kohat, 
Hangu, Karak, Orakzai, Kurram, 
Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur, Chitral, 
Lower & Upper Dir, Swat and Shan-
gla districts in the night. During the 
last 24 hours, rain with snowfall over 
the hills occurred over the upper and 
western districts of the province. Rain 
recorded (in mm): Kakul 11, Ghalani 

08, Balakot 06, Saidu Sharif & Chitral 
04(each), Dir, Kalam, Drosh, Pattan, 
Bunner & Mamad Gut 01(each), Ba-
jaur & Tirah-Khyber Trace (each). 
Snowfall recorded (in inches): Kalam 
0.5. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City 
22/07, Chitral 10/03, Timergara 14/04, 
Dir 12/-02, Mirkhani 13/-03, Kalam 
05/-09, Drosh 12/03, Saidu Sharif 
14/02, Pattan 13/07, Malam Jabba 
06/-02, Takht Bhai 22/05, Kakul 12/00, 
Balakot 13/03, Parachinar 14/-04, 
Bannu 24/06, Cherat 10/04, D.I. Khan 
25/10.(APP)

PESHAWAR: President Dr Arif 
Alvi and Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KPK) 
Muhammad Azam Khan on Tues-
day discussed the law and order 

and overall situation in the prov-
ince. They held a meeting at the 
CM house, President Secretariat 
Press Wing said in a press release. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Residents of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and other parts of the 
county are mourning the loss of life, 
and destruction caused by a massive 
earthquake in Turkiye. People from 
all walks of life have expressed their 
sadness and grief over the disas-
ter. They are in pain as reports of a 
massive earthquake in Turkiye have 
emerged. The disaster has resulted 
in the loss of thousands of lives and 
has caused significant destruction. 
Prayers and condolences have been 
pouring in for the victims and their 
families, and social media is filled 
with messages of support. Professor 
(Retd) Khalid Usman said, “People 

of Pakistan have a strong emotional 
and religious attachment with Tur-
kiye and are in pain over the hav-
oc brought by the natural disaster. 
“ Special prayers were offered in 
mosques for those still trapped un-
der collapsed buildings. Assistant 
Professor Bushra Hakeem praised 
the quick response of the Pakistani 
government, which sent rescue 
teams and relief goods to Turkiye. 
People recalled that Turkiye was the 
first country to respond to the earth-
quake in Pakistan in 2005 and feel it 
is their time to reciprocate, now that 
it needs support of the world com-
munity. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company (Pesco) on 
Tuesday notified that due to main-
tenance work power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV 
Sheikh Muhammadi-Tarbela Cir-
cuit on 8th February from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. resultantly consumer of 500 
Sheikh Muhammadi grid connected 
with 11 KV feeders will face incon-
venience. It said the power supply 
will also remain suspended from 

132 KV Balakot Grid Station on 8th 
February from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. re-
sultantly consumer of 132 KV Bala-
kot, Muzaffarabad and Noseri grid 
connected with 11 KV feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power sup-
ply will remain suspended from 132 
KV Mansehra Grid Station on 8th, 
11th, 15th and 20th February from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. resultantly the 
consumers of 11 KV Shankari feed-
ers will face inconvenience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Following instructions 
issued by DPO Kurram Abdul Samad 
Khan regarding the arrest of pro-
claimed offenders, SHO police station 
Central Kurram under the supervi-
sion of DSP Inayat Khan arrested an 
absconding murder accused on Tues-

day. Kurram police said the accused 
named Zahid, son of Yusuf, resident 
of Kemal Baza Kurram, wanted to 
Central Kurram police under PPC 302 
was arrested during a raid and hand-
ed over to the investigation team for 
further interrogation. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Election Commis-
sion (EC) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Tuesday said the process of filing nom-
ination papers for by-election on 8 Na-
tional Assembly seats scheduled to be 
held on 16th March in the province, was 
continued as 8th February was the last 
date for filing the nomination papers. It 
said on 9th February, the lists of candi-
dates would be issued while scrutiny of 
the nomination papers would continue 
till 13th February. Appeals against ac-
ceptance or rejection of the nomination 
papers could be submitted till 16th Feb-

ruary with the Appellant Tribunals con-
cerned while the tribunal would issue 
its decision on these appeals till 20th 
February. On 21st February reviewed 
lists of the candidates would be issued 
and the candidates could withdraw 
their papers till 22nd February. It said 
on 23rd February, the final list of the 
candidates would be issued and elec-
tion symbols would be allotted to the 
final candidates. The Election Commis-
sion said polling on 8 National Assem-
bly seats in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa will 
be held on 16th March. (APP)
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The telecom sector has been raising concerns over the consistent 
rupee devaluation and subsequent pegging to the US dollar. The 
cost of doing business has significantly increased and the demand 
for services is rising per day. Pakistan’s teledensity has increased to 
86.34 percent with 193 million cell phones and 122 million mobile 
broadband subscribers. This is great news as the digital barrier is 
consistently being pushed and the sector presents potential but with 
increased licensing fees and interest on installments, digital service 
delivery has taken a hit. With every devaluation cycle, the overall 
price and profitability are pushing industry limits. With commodity 
prices skyrocketing and regulatory dues on industry players, it is 
unfortunate that such troubled waters have been unleashed. Last 
month, the telecom sector expressed concerns over import depen-
dency and maintenance as well as the restrictions on letters of cred-
it. In another troubling revelation, PTA has reported an increase 
in expenses by 239% since 2018. The future is increasingly digital 
and while Pakistan is a smaller telecom market in terms of overall 
volume, it is growing with international trends. The telecom sector 
also represents the potential for FDI and it is true that it garners 
high revenues as well. In 2021-22, the use of telcos services grew 
and recorded a high revenue of Rs 694 billion. As mentioned, it at-
tracted $2.07 billion in investments and contributed Rs 222.7 billion 
in taxes. We also saw a rise in locally manufactured products. The 
biggest concern is the mismatch of revenue earned in local curren-
cy and renewals and installments paid in US dollars. The denom-
ination is always difficult to balance with a plummeting currency 
and so an alternative to industry woes must be deliberated. This 
situation is serious as a strong telecom sector is essential to state 
survival. A 25.93 percent devaluation has left the country unstable. 
With no immediate signs of relief, telecom should be seen as a na-
tional asset and the policy reforms suggested by the industry itself 
should be taken seriously.

Telecom Crisis

The US has made a deal with the Phil-
ippines to secure access to four addi-
tional military bases, closing a critical 
gap in its military encirclement of 
China. As noted by the BBC, the bas-
es are “a key bit of real estate which 
would offer a front seat to monitor 
the Chinese in the South China Sea 
and around Taiwan.” This completes 
an “arc around China” comprised of 
the US presence in Taiwan, Japan 
and South Korea. Putting it that way 
is ironic, given how the US and the 
Western media keep framing Beijing 
as the threat in this region. The Unit-
ed States is pursuing a strategy to 
militarily encircle and contain China, 
and is hell-bent on vastly increasing its 
presence in the Asia-Pacific through a 
series of multilateral and bilateral alli-
ances. This has included roping in the 
Philippines, which occupies a critical 
geo-strategic position on the South 
China Sea to the immediate South of 
Taiwan. Its position means, as much as 
its leaders might want to deny it, that 
the archipelago nation, once a colony 
of the US, ultimately cannot avoid be-
ing caught in a US-China conflict. His-
tory in many ways, repeats itself. The 
Philippines and other associated ter-
ritories, were the launchpad in which 
America forced itself into becoming a 
Pacific power. The Spanish-American 
war at the twilight of the 19th century 
saw the United States annex territories 
which were once part of Spain’s global 
early-modern empire, the Philippines 
being one of them. America saw these 
islands as a critical gateway to the 
world’s most lucrative and important 
shipping routes. The Philippines ex-
isted as an American colony before 

finally gaining independence in 1946, 
after that acting as a US cold war mil-
itary platform, a bulwark of anti-com-
munism in Asia.  In some respects, the 
world has changed. While the US has 
maintained a defence treaty with Ma-
nilla, it no longer stations the compre-
hensive force it once did in the coun-
try. Likewise, the Philippines no longer 
views China as a zero-sum Cold War 
communist adversary, instead seeing it 
as a vital trade and economic partner. 
However, the United States relishes 
the exploitation of geopolitical conflict 
in order to reel countries in and force 
them to take sides. Beginning with 
the US pivot to Asia under the Obama 
administration, the US has pursued a 
military encirclement of China which 
has led Beijing to respond by militariz-
ing the South China Sea, whipping up 
decades-old disputes which unsurpris-
ingly put it at odds with neighbouring 
countries, including the Philippines. 
While Manilla in recent years has been 
careful not to anger China, the coun-
try’s leaders have been treading on 
eggshells, between seeking closer ties 
with Beijing and trying to militarily se-
cure themselves in territorial disputes. 
The previous Philippine president, 
Rodrigo Duterte, was arguably much 
more pro-China and pro-multipolarity 
in his foreign policy. This stems from 
a recognition that the US, despite be-
ing a historic partner, cannot solve all 
the problems the country has, least of 
all its chronic poverty and organized 
crime. However, to some extent there 
has been a tilt back to the US at least 
in military terms, under new president 
Ferdinand Marcos Jr, despite him hav-
ing visited Beijing at the immediate 

start of the year. The United States’ mil-
itary strategy for China aims to check-
mate it within the geographical feature 
known as “The first island chain” of 
Asia. This spans down from the Rus-
sian Far East, to Japan, to Taiwan, to 
the Philippines and the islands of the 
South China Sea. In other words, a US 
war against China will be won or lost 
based on who can dominate this area, 
which is why America has become so 
aggressive in respect to both Taiwan 
and the South China Sea. Hence, en-
hanced base access at the Philippines 
will allow it project greater air, intelli-
gence and naval power in the event of 
a contingency, although it still remains 
to be actually seen if the Philippines it-
self would end up becoming an actual 
combatant in this scenario. Either way, 
it is clear that in recent months the US 
has greatly accelerated its efforts to 
technologically and militarily contain 
China. Like it has done with Russia, 
this involves an ever-expanding net-
work of alliances, and it is this activity 
which will ultimately drive up the risk 
of war. The Philippines, as the BBC 
explains, is not truly all in on this. It is 
attempting to pursue a balancing act, 
“the best of both worlds” if you may, 
but the US is doing all it can to ensure 
that that won’t be possible. While Chi-
na is often pragmatic about its rela-
tions with other countries, Washington 
is all about forcing others to take sides 
by creating situations in which it be-
comes an absolute necessity. Can Ma-
nila still stay on the tightrope? There 
are a tense few years ahead.

Courtesy: RT

DEFENCE Minister amicably ad-
dressed politicization of Peshawar 
bomb blast in Parliament following 
unfortunate loss of lives. Defence 
minister said that the matter will be 
addressed at an appropriate forum 
(NSC). Pakistan should not involve 
armed forces this time and use smart 
strategy for defeating terrorism com-
prising modern technology, diploma-
cy, global financial institutions and 
relocation of terrorists. 
The provinces will also have to play 
their role which is their constitutional 
obligation. The PM is spot on in ques-
tioning the tragedy in the red zone. 
The Defence Minister shared details 
about the planned presence of the 
alleged terrorist. The Defence Min-
ister also raised similar concerns in 
Parliament including facilitating the 
terrorists terming it as an act against 
Pakistan. The fate of NAP was also 
raised by the parliamentarians. The 
reported attacks on Pakistan’s border 
fence (inside its territory) on Pak-Af-
ghan border is a gross violation of its 
territorial integrity and merits respect 
just like world border fences including 
America, China and the ME. Like in 
the past, Pakistan can defeat terrorism 
with a smart plan in a pyramid form. 
The base comprises use of modern 
technology and method comprising 
demonetization, online trade, elec-
tronic fencing and surveillance in 
targeted areas. Use made-in-Pakistan 
mobiles, local networks, satellite jam-
mers, balloons for local control, apps 
for business and retail shopping linked 
to bank accounts, cash transfer, facial 
recognition, CNIC, NADRA, driver li-
cense, targeted tracking of mobile, in-
dividuals, transport and transit traffic. 
At the mid-level, use neighbourhood 
watch, community, and retail business 
for direct reporting to the state. Police 
and intelligence setups (federal, pro-
vincial & others) should do their own 
job. It should then be backed by special 

anti-terror squads, levies and other lo-
cal quick response units and pre-emp-
tive setup like West (EU, Americas, 
and UK). It is a combination of intel-
ligence, border security forces, police, 
liaison with neighbouring countries 
and a task force. On an administrative 
level, the unity of command should be 
restored to the concerned authority. 
Police should control its setup while 
bureaucracy and military their set-
ups including cantonments. Required 
number of cantonments should be es-
tablished across Pakistan online of the 
British system to defeat war against 
terrorism. The civil headquarters and 
military cantonments in USA and 
Commonwealth members are using 
a traditional security system which is 
effective and discourages politics. The 
use of armed forces in war against ter-
rorism must be selective and rare. The 
use of armed forces in the war against 
terror weakens its abilities to fight con-
ventional wars. Like Russia and Amer-
ica, Pakistan should adopt alternate 
options like self-finance non-military 
special force comprising tech savvy 
personnel who can fly, swim, fight 
and use technology. This force can 
be raised immediately to deliver tacti-
cally, strategically and internationally 
with the help of existing resources, 
effective not costly. The success lies in 
speed, unity and faith. Clearly, the Pe-
shawar attack is an attempt to weaken 
the country’s armed forces on the pre-
text of war against terrorism at a time 
when there is political polarization. 
The armed forces should be left to 
their primary responsibility to defend 
the borders of the country. Govern-
ment should deal with fallouts of po-
litical decisions. The smart alternative 
will increase online revenue collection, 
fight smuggling, secure borders and 
corruption. Diplomatically, Pakistan 
should make electronic transactions 
mandatory with Afghanistan and oth-
er areas to decimate terror financing. 

Like other regional countries dealing 
in commodities, Pakistan and Afghan-
istan can deposit sufficient funds in 
their banks accordingly. It should not 
be a problem due to existing interna-
tional legislation (UNAML). Like In-
dia’s bottom-up diplomatic approach 
for bilateral trade with individual EU 
member states, Islamabad can do it 
with its neighbours including Iran, 
CARS, and BRICS in no time. To 
end terrorism in Pakistan, Islamabad 
should adopt a different approach with 
the UN. As a UN member, it has been 
supporting UN Resolutions on Af-
ghan wars. The UN should ask the US 
Congress to end the President’s war 
powers since successive presidents in-
cluding Obama announced an end of 
war on terror. Pakistan cannot be held 
hostage to fallout of West’s policies on 
Afghanistan, China and Iran in the re-
gion. World knows that terrorism is an 
alternative to direct military attack on 
the country to colonize it economical-
ly. Next, Islamabad should approach 
WB, IMF and WTO for complete debt 
write off, trade, exports and transfer of 
industry and funding for food, water, 
and energy security. As part of the in-
ternational coalition, Pakistan defeat-
ed Russia and defeated war against 
terror. It has been still hosting Afghan 
refugees since the Soviet invasion of 
Afghanistan. The EU has given €679bn 
subsidies to Germany, France and Italy 
in 2022 to lower the cost of living after 
the Ukraine war. America has given 
$104bn to Ukraine. The Afghan war 
was outsourced to Pakistan costing 
$125bn and 83,000 lives and the West 
did $2. 4T corruption (Afghan Papers 
Washington Post). Pak Defence Minis-
ter talked about terrorists. Internation-
al community is forcing Islamabad to 
deal with this challenge. Taliban are 
Mujahideen hosted by Reagan in the 
White House.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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 The US closes a key gap in its military encirclement of China,  
but does it make the world safer? 

— By Timur Fomenko

Smart strategy for defeating terrorism
— By Rizwan Ghani

Pakistan achieved significant success 
in its post-2014 counterterrorism drive 
against religiously motivated terrorist 
groups. With terrorist networks either 
eliminated or relocated in Afghani-
stan, Pakistan was about to win the 
war. However, the drive lost its thrust a 
few years back when the state rescind-
ed its policy, foreseeing the Taliban’s 
return to power in Afghanistan. The 
state had taken more than a decade 
to construct and enact a rational, ef-
fective argument against terrorism. 
The tricky part was convincing our-
selves that terrorism has no good or 
bad shades; it is destructive in all its 
forms. But it appears we failed to fully 
integrate the argument into our policy 
discourse, and the desire to play ‘good’ 
and ‘bad’ remained hidden in our 
hearts. When the Taliban reached Ka-
bul, this distinction suddenly emerged. 
Pakistan did not take much time to 
reach out to the ‘defeated’ enemy, ie, 
the TTP. It was conceived that the Tal-
iban victory was the ultimate achieve-
ment for all militant groups, and they 
would together construct Afghanistan. 
This was a flawed approach. The state 
institutions, while taking the then ci-
vilian government on board, started 
negotiating with the terrorists, without 
realising that the narrative which was 
built against terrorism would become 
scattered. They failed to realise that 
society had moved forward and would 
not buy the idea of talking to the ter-
rorists who had been weakened. Even 
the sentiments of the victims of terror-
ism in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Ba-
lochistan were not considered; no one 
thought they would resist any move of 
bringing back and resettling the ter-
rorists among them. When families 
of the victims of the terrorist attack 
on the Army Public School Peshawar 
protested, they were maligned by the 
pro-establishment media. Only when 
the recent uptick in terrorism revealed 
the TTP’s agenda and real intentions, 
did state institutions once again start 
to appreciate the counterterrorism 
consensus of the days following the 
APS attack. State and society had to-

gether constructed a counterterrorism 
narrative that also involved a section of 
religious scholars. Recently, the state 
invited the latter again, and they en-
dorsed their previous decrees against 
the attacks in Pakistan. Many of the 
scholars had visited Afghanistan in 
a bid to convince the TTP leadership 
to lay down their arms. However, the 
TTP leadership had turned down their 
counsel respectfully and reminded 
them they had learned the lesson of 
‘jihad’ in their institutions. This is an 
old debate about the validity of the 
armed uprising against a Muslim ruler, 
and religious scholars had taken more 
than a decade to issue an unambigu-
ous decree against terrorism. Their 
efforts aside, the resolve of the nation 
also built pressure on the religious 
scholars to denounce the TTP upris-
ing. They had remained sympathisers 
of the Afghan Taliban and continued 
providing moral and ideological aid 
to them. The TTP argues on the same 
grounds that their struggle cannot be 
declared un-Islamic. Apart from this 
context, clear policies only help to 
evolve consensus within society, as 
had happened after the APS attack. 
Any ambiguous approach sends a con-
fused message at all levels. It affects 
the will of the counterterrorism appa-
ratuses, and the powerful among them 
find an easy solution to shift the bur-
den onto the weaker components, as is 
happening right now. Political parties 
also resort to bickering as the govern-
ment and opposition blame each other 
for the upsurge in terrorist incidents in 
the country. Interestingly, they start off 
by stressing the need for national unity 
against terrorism. However, they finish 
by blaming their political opponents, 
as Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
did lately while addressing the apex 
committee meeting in Peshawar. For 
his part, PTI head Imran Khan often 
accuses the current regime in Islam-
abad. It is also important that combat 
with the terrorists has never seen a lull, 
even during the years when victory 
had been declared against them.
Courtesy: DAWN

Revisiting CT policy
— By Muhammad Amir Rana

Lost but not found  
Newspapers have different sec-
tions containing infotainment, en-
tertainment, sports etc. In that list, 
one of them is titled, “classified” 
having so many sub-titles accord-
ing to stakeholder needs. Among 
them is also seen “Lost and Found”. 

It is a section in which public be-
longings are mentioned. There may 
be various subjects mentioned in 
another similar list, having the ti-
tle “Lost but not found”.  For the 
readers’ interest, some may be fol-
lowed as under “True democracy”, 
“good governance”, “welfare state” 

(as envisioned by the founder of 
the nation), “unity”, ”discipline”, 
“transparency”, “accountability for 
everyone”, and chiefly “Jinnah’s Pa-
kistan” that is currently miles away 
from his vision and teachings.
– Dr. Syed Qamar Abbas
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: A 51-member team 
from Pakistan on Tuesday morn-
ing left for Turkiye to participate 
in rescue and relief activities in the 
areas affected by a 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake that caused widespread 
destruction. “A 51-member Rescue 
Team has just left for #Turkiye via 
#PIA flight PK707 from #Lahore 
along with their 7 tons of special 
rescue equipment. They will be 
on the ground soon as part of @

GovtofPakistan’s contributions to 
rescue efforts. Hearts & prayers to 
earthquakeinturkey victims,” a PIA 
spokesman said in a tweet. Mean-
while, in a press statement, he said 
the Pakistan International Airlines 
(PIA) operated flights to Istanbul 
(Turkiye) daily which would be 
available for dispatching rescue and 
relief assistance. The PIA adminis-
tration has also made the delivery 
of relief goods free of charge on 

humanitarian grounds for Turkiye 
and Syria, the spokesman said. The 
relief assistance can be delivered 
to PIA’s cargo terminals through 
National Disaster Management Au-
thority. He said the national flag car-
rier had always been at the forefront 
during emergencies for relief assis-
tance and vowed that PIA would 
extend all possible services to bring 
back the quake-affected Pakistans 
to the homeland if needed. (APP)

RPO visits bereaved families of police line blast martyrs

PM to leave for Ankara tomorrow to express  
condolences over earthquake in Turkiye: Marriyum

2-day int’l road safety conference for  
parliamentarians to begin on Feb 8

Islamabad police launch software to enter 
data of guests at hotels

5 reports of standing bodies presented in Senate

Four POs among 430 suspects arrested by district police

Dualisation of Karachi-Chaman highway  
(N-25) to be completed soon, Senate told

Minor killed, two members of family injured  
in road mishap

NHA opens highway from Parabek Valley for 
traffic, clears snow

Three-day Kailash snow festival concludes 
with colourful ceremony

NHA takes initiative to resolve public  
grievances in KP, GB through E-Kachehri

Flood victims yet to receive govt compensation

ITA impounds 4 PSVs over sub-standard condition

BANNU: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Bannu Region Syed Ishfaq 
Anwer visited bereaved families of 
police line mosque blast martyrs here 
on Tuesday and expressed solidarity 
with them. According to a press re-
lease issued by the RPO office, Syed 
Ishfaq visited the houses of police con-
stables Shabeeb resident of Fatima 
Khel, Rafiq resident of Bazar Ahmed 
Khan, Hanifullah and Liaqat Ali Shah 

resident of Gorkha and Saeed Khel 
resident of Lakki Marwat. He offered 
Fateha for the departed souls and as-
sured the resolve that soon the perpe-
trators and facilitators of the incident 
would be brought to justice, adding 
that the sacrifices of martyrs would 
not go in vain. The RPO assured full 
support to the bereaved families and 
said that all available resources would 
be utilized for their welfare.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb said on Tuesday 
that Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
would leave for Ankara tomorrow to 
express condolences and solidarity 
with President Erdogan and peo-
ple of Turkiye over loss of precious 

lives and destruction caused by the 
yesterday’s deadly earthquake. In 
a tweet she said that the All Parties 
Conference convened on Thursday 
(February 9) has been postponed 
and a new date would be announced 
after consultation with the allies. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A two-day internation-
al conference for parliamentarians on 
road safety will kick off on February 
8, with the theme of “A Safer Future 
Together - Action for Road Safety.” 
The conference, titled “Road Safety 
Conference for Parliamentarians: A 
Global Perspective Pakistan 2023,” 
will be held in a hotel and will focus 
on capacity building for an effective 
legislative framework on road safe-
ty. Several distinguished guests will 
attend the conference, including Re-
tired Police Chief Commissioner (UN-
AMID) Sultan Azam Temuri, Chief of 
the National Transport Research Cen-
ter Hameed Akhter, Head of Orthope-

dics at Shifa International Hospital 
Dr. Amer Noor, Mental Health Pro-
fessional Dr. Mona Gauhar, , Director 
General of the Punjab Emergency 
Service Department Dr. Rizwan Na-
seer, and former chairperson of the 
Citizens-Police Liaison Committee 
Ahmed Chinoy. The conference will 
cover a range of topics, including In-
stitutional road traffic management, 
global and local perspectives on road 
safety, vulnerable road users, psycho-
logical trauma caused by road traffic 
crashes, safe vehicles and safe roads, 
post-traffic crash first responders, 
and road safety in metropolitan cities.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police 
have launched the software `hotel 
eye’ to enter the data of individuals 
staying in hotels, guest houses and 
shelter homes situated in Islam-
abad. A police source said that Safe 
City Islamabad is playing an effec-
tive role in the prevention of crimes 
and ensuring effective security in 
the Federal capital. He said that ‘ho-
tel eye’ software has been provided 
to all police stations for the identifi-
cation of individuals and registering 
the data of people staying in hotels, 
guest houses and shelter homes 
situated in Islamabad. He said that 

Islamabad police have entered the 
data of more than 3,00,000 persons 
through `hotel eye’ software so far 
after the complete scrutiny. This 
data gathering is proving to be very 
useful in identifying the criminal el-
ements involved in heinous and oth-
er crimes, he added. Moreover, the 
source said that data on suspicious 
individuals have been also entered 
and forwarded to the concerned po-
lice stations for legal proceedings. 
He said that Islamabad Police is us-
ing modern technology and all avail-
able resources to maintain law and 
order in the city.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: As many as five re-
ports of various standing commit-
tees including Overseas Pakistanis 
and Human Development, States 
and Frontier Regions and Maritime 
Affairs were presented in the Senate 
on Tuesday. Asad Junejo on behalf of 
the Chairman Standing Committee 
on Overseas Pakistan and Human 
Resource Development Manzoor 
Ahmed presented three reports of the 
committee on the Industrial Relations 
(Amendment) Bill, 2022, the Emigra-
tion (Amendment) Bill, 2022, and on 
a point of public importance raised by 
Mushtaq Ahmed regarding problems 
being faced by overseas Pakistanis in 
the House. Bahramand Khan Tangi 

on behalf of the Chairman Standing 
Committee on States and Frontier 
Regions presented the committee 
report on arising problems in the 
merged district after the merger into 
the province of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
in the House. Meanwhile, Kamran 
Micheal on behalf of the Chairperson 
Standing Committee on Maritime Af-
fairs presented the committee report 
on “Review of budgetary allocation 
and its utilization by the Ministry of 
Maritime Affairs and its attached De-
partments during the first six months 
of financial year 2022-2023” in terms 
sub-rule (4) of Rule 166 of the Rules 
of Procedure and Conduct of busi-
ness in the Senate, 2012.(APP)

KOHAT: The district police appre-
hended 430 suspects including four 
wanted criminals during the first 
three-day of a week-long special 
campaign against anti-social ele-
ments launched across the district. 
During the crackdowns, a huge 
cache of arms and narcotics was re-
covered while 41 drug dealers were 
sent to jail. The detained suspects 
included three facilitators of pro-
claimed offenders and two illegal Af-

ghan nationals, said an official com-
munique issued here on Tuesday. 
The police recovered seven AK-47 
guns, three rifles, nine guns, 45 pis-
tols, 90 chargers and 900 cartridges 
of different bores from the suspect-
ed persons. District Police Officer 
Kohat Abdul Rauf Babar Qaisrani 
lauded the police performance and 
instructed to further beef up security 
across the district and make it drug 
and crime-free.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Law and Justice Shahadat Awan on 
Tuesday said the dualisation of the 790 
km long Karachi to Quetta and Cha-
man highway would be completed in 
three phases to overcome the alarming 
number of accidents. Replying to the 
calling attention notice, moved by Sen-
ator Danesh Kumar, he said the duali-
sation of the highway was inaugurated 
by Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
April 23, 2022. The same road connects 
Afghanistan via Chaman. The said sev-
en checkpoints have been set up along 
with the highway by National Highway 

Authority (NHA) to avoid overspeed-
ing and other violations. The number 
of check posts is being enhanced for 
effective monitoring. The highway 
would be completed soon. He said the 
current government feels road projects 
among other initiates are a need of the 
hour and is taking several measures to 
ensure such projects are completed in 
their tenure. The construction of new 
and extension of existing highways 
would not only pave the way for the 
socio-economic uplift of far-flung areas 
but also have positive impacts on the 
economy of the entire region.(APP)

MULTAN: A minor was killed while 
two other members of a family sus-
tained serious injuries in a road inci-
dent occurred in Adda Bosan, here 
on Tuesday morning. According to 
Rescue 1122 spokesman, the driver 
of tractor trolley badly hit the motor-
bike due to negligence, and as a re-
sult, 13-year-old Rauf died on the spot 
while his father Mazher and 9-year-old 
brother Azhar got critical injuries. The 

injured were then shifted to nearby 
Nishtar hospital, where they were kept 
in Intensive Care Unit(ICU). Primarily 
investigation report declared that the 
driver of tractor-trolley responsible for 
hit and crush. Locals and passerbys 
set the vehicle on fire in fit of anger. 
Police reached the spot to quell anger 
over the crash. FIR have been lodged 
against the driver, while further inves-
tigation was underway.(APP)

CHITRAL: The National Highways Au-
thority (NHA) has opened the highway 
leading to Parabek valley for all kinds 
of traffic after clearing the snow. Elected 
Nazim of the area and the people of the 
valley thanked NHA for clearing the road 
and said that it was very difficult for them 
to travel to other parts of the district as 
snow disconnected the area from the rest 

of the Chitral district. NHA official Inam-
ul Haq said that NHA tries its “best to pro-
vide clean and safe roads to commuters”. 
He said that the road from Chew Bridge 
to Shah Salim was completely blocked 
due to heavy snowfall this season but the 
staff and contractor of the authority time-
ly removed the snow from the road and 
opened it for the public. (APP)

CHITRAL: The three-day Kailash 
Snow Festival, sponsored by the dis-
trict administration, Lower Chitral 
and Hindu Kush Snow Sports Club, 
concluded here on Tuesday with a 
colourful ceremony, attended by for-
eign and local tourists. On the occa-
sion, traditional dance and musical 
performances, and a culture show 
were presented which enthralled 
the participants while different stalls 

were set up for entertainment and at-
traction of the people. At the end of 
the event, prizes and certificates were 
distributed among the winners of dif-
ferent sports and events. Assistant 
Commissioner Lower Chitral, Wing 
Commander Chitral Scout 146-Wing, 
Additional Assistant Commissioner, 
District Sports Officer and heads of 
different departments were also pres-
ent in the ceremony. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Highway 
Authority (NHA) has taken an initia-
tive to resolve the grievances of road 
users in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and Gilgit-Baltistan regions through 
E-Kachehri. To achieve this goal, 
Member (North Zone) Peshawar will 
be holding an E-Kachehri on February 
9th, 2023 (Thursday) at 11 AM. This 
E-Kachehri is exclusively for the res-
idents of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Gilgit-Baltistan regions and the road 
users can join the event via the social 
media handler of National Highway 
Authority on Facebook at https://www.
facebook.com/NHAMEDIACELL. HA 

has requested the complainants to 
provide their full name, city and con-
tact number to ensure proper redres-
sal of their issues. This move by the 
National Highway Authority is aimed 
at providing a platform for the gener-
al public to voice their concerns and 
to ensure that their complaints are 
heard and addressed promptly. This 
E-Kachehri is a step towards ensuring 
the accountability and transparency of 
the National Highway Authority in ad-
dressing the issues faced by the gener-
al public and road users in the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan re-
gions.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: As many as 
families whose houses were washed 
away in recent flash floods in the 
D.I.Khan district, were still awaiting 
for compensation money announced 
by the government. The government 
had announced Rs 400,000 each 
for families whose houses were de-
stroyed in the recent natural disaster, 
and Rs160,000 each for those whose 
houses were partially damaged, but 
many displaced families were still 
without money and forced to spend 
their winter outdoors. Dera Ismail 
Khan district was one of the worst 
flood-affected areas of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa (KP) and over 75,000 
houses were destroyed and damaged. 
The figures showed that over 34,000 

houses were completely destroyed 
while 41,000 others were partially 
damaged. However, many of these 
flood affectees were still waiting for 
government assistance while many 
others have even not been included in 
the survey. “Eight months have been 
passed since the provincial govern-
ment announced compensation for 
flood victims to rebuild their houses 
but we have not even received a sin-
gle penny yet,” one of the flood af-
fectee Qaiser bibi from village Haji 
Mora claimed. “We have been living 
in a rented house for the past three 
months in the hope that the mon-
ey promised by the government will 
come soon,” Imdad Hussain another 
affectee said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Islamabad Trans-
port Authority (ITA) on Tuesday im-
pounded four Public Service Vehicles 
(PSVs) for sub-standard condition 
to ply on roads. On the directives of 
the Deputy Commissioner Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT), the Secretary 
ITA inspected 48 PSVs in various bus 
and wagon stands, impounded four, 
and issued challans to other 18 vehi-
cles for not having fitness certificates. 

The ITA teams also fined Rs. 14,000 to 
different vehicles over violating Stan-
dard Operating Procedures (SOPs). 
The Secretary ITA also directed teams 
to expedite action against violators. 
ITA officials also fined smoke-emit-
ting vehicles, warned public transport 
drivers of stern action, and said that 
vehicles without fitness certificates 
would not be allowed in Islamabad. 
(APP)

DC visits various city areas

Elderly man shot dead 
over enmity

Asif Hussain takes 
charge as DC

DC inspect  
cleanliness drive: 

Alleged robber held

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner 
Sialkot Adnan Mehmood Awan vis-
ited various areas of the city here 
early morning. Additional Deputy 
Commissioner General (AGCG)/
MD Solid Waste Management Com-
pany(SWMC) Shahid Abbas and 
Manager Operations Agha Dawood 
were also accompanied him. Deputy 
Commissioner reviewed the cleanli-
ness situation and expressed dissat-
isfaction over the issue. He directed 
concerned officers that Mechanical 
sweepers should be kept functional at 
all times. Deputy Commissioner said 
that the attendance of the staff should 
be ensured according to the duty 
roster. He added that the complaints 
regarding cleanliness will not be tol-
erated.(APP)

SARGODHA: An elderly man was 
killed over old enmity in the jurisdic-
tion of Sajid Shaheed police station 
here on Tuesday. Police said that the 
incident took place near Masoom 
Shah ‘darbar’ where the accused 
Danish and Qaisar allegedly opened 
fire at Dost Muhammad (70), killing 
him on-the-spot. The accused man-
aged to escape while the police shift-
ed the body to hospital for autopsy. 
Police launched investigation.(APP)

MULTAN: Newly appointed Deputy 
Commissioner (DC), Asif Hussain 
Shah assumed charge here on Tues-
day. The DC in a statement said, “My 
top most priority is to improve living 
standards to masses by enhancing the 
opportunities.” “All-out resources will 
be utilized for the welfare of society,” 
he added. Special attention would be 
given to health, education and munic-
ipal services, he maintained. The DC 
said the bio-metric system would be 
installed at all government institu-
tions. He directed the public servants 
of the subordinate departments to 
ensure their presence sharp at 9:00 
a.m in the offices. The DC said the 
commodities and edibles would be 
available at controlled rates. He or-
dered the price control magistrate to 
be more active for achieving the set 
targets on daily basis. (APP)

SARGODHA: Deputy Commissioner 
Sargodha Capt (retd) Shoaib Ali visit-
ed various areas of city and inspected 
ongoing cleanliness campaign initiat-
ed by the Municipal Corporation. Ac-
cording to the spokesperson here on 
Tuesday, the Deputy Commissioner 
along with Assistant Commissioner 
Sargodha Mudassar Mumtaz visited 
city roads, Block 12 and Kachhari 
bazar and other residential areas and 
markets. He checked the attendance 
of supervisors and sanitation staff 
and took a briefing regarding clean-
liness of the city. (APP)

KASUR: Sadr police claimed to have 
arrested a robber after a shootout 
from Khara Chowk near here on Tues-
day. On a tip-off that three robbers 
were looting passers-by at Raiwind 
road, the police cordoned off the area. 
Seeing police, the outlaws opened fire 
at them which was retaliated. During 
the cross firing, a robber identified 
as Habib aka Habibu Meo received 
bullet injuries while his accomplices 
managed to escape. The police have 
arrested the accused and shifted him 
to DHQ hospital Kasur for treatment. 
The outlaw was wanted by police in 
100 incidents of robbery.(APP)

Pakistan’s rescue team with relief assistance leaves for quake-hit Turkiye
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Govt taking steps to boost chemical industry : Tasneem
LAHORE: Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister (SAPM) on In-
dustries and Production Tasneem 
Ahmed Qureshi has said the Paki-
stan Democratic Movement (PD-
M)-led coalition government was 
taking numerous initiatives to re-
vive the chemical industry besides 
strengthening the national econo-
my. He was addressing the Pakistan 
Chemical Expo-2023 organised by 
the Pakistan Chemical Manufactur-
ers Association (PCMA) at the Expo 
Centre here on Tuesday. The SAPM 

said the main focus of the govern-
ment was to improve exports and 
chemical manufactures was the key 
partners in this regard, adding that 
the industry was increasing by each 
passing day. Providing pleasant 
environment to the industrial sec-
tor was among top priorities of the 
government, he said and added that 
it was time to save the state by put-
ting politics aside. He said that the 
government was striving to steer the 
country out of crisis. The SAPM said 
Chemical Expo-2023 was providing 

business opportunities to manufac-
turers besides enhancing economy 
of the country’s chemical industry 
and its related businesses. Tasneem 
Qureshi said that such exhibitions 
were the indicators that the country 
was on the path to development and 
progress. He assured of his full sup-
port to manufacturers for resolving 
their problems and issues. Earlier, 
the SAPM also visited various stalls 
and desks set up at the expo by the 
various chemical manufacturers 
companies of the country. (APP)

Commissioner directs fool proof arrangements 
for matric exam

Imran Khan’s politics frivolous, misleading: 
Sherry Rehman

Two more Qatar’s visa centers to be opened in 
Pakistan: Envoy

ANF arrests 27, recovers drugs worth US$ 
66.194 mln in countrywide operations

Fed govt taking steps for welfare of people: 
Hamid Hameed

Pakistan focuses on enhance connectivity, 
trade among IPU members: Sanjrani

Railways earns Rs28 billion in six months  
despite flood devastation

AIOU to close admissions of MS/MPhil, PhD on Feb 15

Prices of 20 medicines slashed in January: Senate told

Dera police arrest five outlaws;  
recover narcotics, stolen goods

MULTAN: Commissioner ordered to 
ensure fool proof arrangements for 
conducting matriculation examina-
tion in the district here. While meet-
ing with Chairman of Intermediate 
and Secondary education, Hafiz Mu-
hammad Qasim and other officers 
concerned, the Commissioner Amir 
Khattak directed to ensure arrange-
ments of generators, water coolers 
and other necessities to facilitate the 
exam takers at the centres. He asked 
the duty officers to pay visit particular-
ly at sensitive examination centres to 

avoid unpleasant situation in future at 
time of the examination. On the occa-
sion, a detailed briefing was given to 
the Commissioner from Multan board 
Chairman. Muhammad Qasim said 
about 4014 exam centres including 
48 were sensitive set up in different 
parts of the district. He said extra-cur-
riculum activities used to be arranged 
and backed up by the Board’s admin-
istration in colleges and schools. It’s 
pertinent to note that Matric exam 
scheduled to be conducted from April 
across Punjab.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator, Sherry 
Rehman on Tuesday said the poli-
tics of Imran Khan was frivolous and 
misleading as he flouted the Consti-
tution, democracy and fundamental 
freedoms during his rule. In a flurry 
of tweets, the federal minister alleged 
that the former prime minister Imran 
Khan was now doing politics in the 
name of real freedom and democracy. 
Senator Rehman said, “Sometimes, 
Khan says his politics is Jihad, and 

sometimes claim that his politics is 
not politics rather war.” She accused 
that Imran Khan was ready to sacri-
fice the national interest and that of 
the people for his personal political 
gains. “Whenever we are close to 
emerging from an economic crisis, 
Khan becomes active to create insta-
bility,” Senator Sherry Rehman said. 
She added that Imran Khan was try-
ing unsuccessfully to be the saviour 
by pushing the country into debt and 
economic crisis.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Qatari Ambassador 
Sheikh Saud Bin Abdul Rahman Al 
Thani on Tuesday met with Federal 
Minister for Overseas Pakistanis and 
Human Resource Development Sajid 
Hussain Turi here. The Qatari envoy 
informed the Minister that Qatar’s 
Ministry of Interior has approved two 
more visa centers for Pakistan that 
would be established soon. Speak-
ing on the occasion, the minister said 
that Pakistan has full capacity to meet 
the manpower demand of Qatar and 
wished to make the immigration pro-
cess more transparent and faster for 
meeting up the targets. “It is the need 
of hour to transform the relationship 
between the two countries into a solid 
economic partnership,” the minister 
added. The Ambassador said, “We 
wanted to create more employment 

opportunities for Pakistani talent 
in Qatar. “ Both the dignitaries also 
discussed bilateral relations, creat-
ing more employment opportunities 
for Pakistanis in Qatar and issues of 
mutual interest during the meeting. 
They also reiterated the commitment 
to work together to further expand 
bilateral cooperation. Federal Minis-
ter Sajid Hussain Turi also congrat-
ulated Qatar for hosting the most 
successful FIFA World Cup ever. The 
minister said that sports activities like 
FIFA promote international peace and 
Qatari ambassador appreciated Pa-
kistani security forces for providing 
foolproof security during FIFA World 
Cup event. Pakistanis valued its bi-
lateral relations with Qatar and con-
sidered it as their home, Turi added.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti Narcotics Force 
(ANF) in various operations across 
the country, arrested 27 accused 
smugglers including two women, and 
recovered 1758.295 kg drugs worth 
US$ 66.194 million international-
ly from their possession. According 
to the ANF spokesperson, the team 
conducted 31 operations across the 
country and seized drugs comprising 
6.708 kg heroin, 1446.098 kg hashish, 
31.900 kg opium, 19.558 kg Metham-
phetamine (Ice), 0.031 kg marijuana 
and 254 kg ketamine. In Balochistan, 
the force recovered 1147.3 kg hashish 
in five operations while arrested two 
persons involved in drugs smuggling. 
The ANF in Punjab recovered 23.861 
kg drugs in six operations while ar-

rested five persons involved in drugs 
smuggling including a woman and im-
pounded a vehicle. The seized drugs 
comprised 1.124 kg heroin, 16.800 kg 
hashish, 0.031 kg marijuana and 5. 
906 kg methamphetamine (Ice). The 
force in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
recovered 8.836 kg drugs in five op-
erations while arrested five persons 
involved in drugs smuggling and im-
pounded a vehicle. The seized drugs 
comprised 0.192 kg heroin and 7.644 
kg hashish. The ANF in Sindh recov-
ered 290.2 kg drugs in six operations 
while arrested five persons involved in 
drugs smuggling and impounded two 
vehicles. The seized drugs comprised 
1.200 kg heroin, 35 kg hashish and 
254 kg Ketamine.(APP)

SARGODHA: Federal Parliamen-
tary Secretary for Petroleum and 
Gas MNA Pakistan Muslim League 
Nawaz (PML-N) Chaudhary Hamid 
Hameed on Tuesday said the govern-
ment under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif was utilizing 
all available resources for betterment 
and welfare of the people. Talking 
to party workers at his residence, he 
said the government was taking solid 
steps to address poverty related is-
sues due to poor policies of the Imran 
Khan’s government. He said all-out 

efforts were being made to ensure 
supply of commodities at affordable 
rates in markets. He said the previous 
government had made tough agree-
ments with the International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) due to which people 
were facing problems. Hamid Ha-
meed said the construction of roads 
was being completed in the citywhile 
pressure of heavy traffic was also be-
ing reduced from the city by prepar-
ing a plan ona pattern of ring-road in 
Sargodha for which a summary had 
been sent to the chief minister. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chairman Senate Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani Tuesday said 
Pakistan was focused on enhanced re-
gional connectivity and trade through 
land routes with member states of 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 
He expressed these views during a 
meeting with IPU President Duarte 
Pacheco, who called on him here at 
his office. The IPU President is on a 
visit to Pakistan to attend the two-day 
conference organized by Internation-
al Parliamentarians Congress (IPC) 
on Road Safety starting from Feb-
ruary 8. The Senate chairman said 
that road safety was a global issue 
that needed collective efforts by all 
stakeholders, saying “everyone has 
to work together for it.” During the 
meeting, the two sides discussed mat-
ters related to increased institutional 
cooperation besides making the IPU 
a more dynamic forum. He said that 
realizing the importance of this issue, 
the IPC decided to utilize the experi-
ences of international political leaders 
and experts to formulate strategies 
and recommendations through a joint 
action plan. Sadiq Sanjrani under-
lined that Pakistan was determined 
to promote peace, democracy, human 

rights, gender equality and sustain-
able development as per the mission 
of IPU. Declaring road safety one of 
the confronted global challenges, he 
said “Road safety is very important in 
the overall development process, and 
it is the problem is of a global nature.”
The chairman briefed the visiting dig-
nitary about the constitutional and 
legal role of the Upper House of Pa-
kistan’s Parliament and the process of 
electing Senate members. Among oth-
ers, Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman, 
Secretary Senate Mohammad Qasim 
Samad Khan and senior officials were 
also present in the meeting. Describ-
ing the IPU an “ideal platform,” Sadiq 
Sanjrani said it could play an import-
ant role in national and regional devel-
opment. “Pakistan has full confidence 
that increased inter-parliamentary 
cooperation through IPU can lead 
to development opportunities, and 
peaceful resolution of disputes”, Sadiq 
Sanjrani reiterated. He drew the at-
tention of the IPU President towards 
massive human rights violations being 
committed in Indian Illegal Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir and Palestine, 
stressing the need for early settlement 
of the longstanding issues. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has 
earned significant revenue of Rs 28.263 
billion during the last six months from 
July to December 2022 from its regu-
lar operations despite closures of train 
operations during flood devastation. 
“The expenditure in the same period 
was Rs. 52.990 billion, out of the total 
expenditure, whereas 35 percent of it 
was related to pensions and 33 percent 
to salaries of the department,” said an 
official document available with APP. 
In the same period, July-December, 
2022, Pakistan Railways received 
a subsidy of Rs. 21.750 billion as a 
grant in aid from the Federal govern-
ment. However, the net deficit for the 
period July-December was Rs. 2.977 
billion, it said. Pakistan Railways is 
trying its level best to transform itself 

into a profitable organization despite 
financial constraints. The depart-
ment in this regard has developed a 
two-pronged action plan that includ-
ed concentration on core activities 
and emphasis on revenue generation 
through non-core activities. Pakistan 
Railways has been serving the nation 
since independence. There have been 
decades of neglect when it comes to 
investment in railway infrastructure 
and rolling stock. This neglect has ad-
versely impacted the financial need of 
the department. The document said 
during the first half of the current fi-
nancial year 2022-23 brought more 
bad news for the department as the 
unprecedented floods due to climate 
change played havoc with the already 
dilapidated infrastructure.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open 
University (AIOU) has commenced 
admissions in the first phase of spring 
2023 semester including BS, MS/
MPhil and PhD and the deadline for 
the submission of the admission appli-
cation form is February 15. Whereas, 
the last date of admission for Matric 
and Intermediate programmes is Feb-
ruary 21. AIOU has also announced 
the admission entry test schedule for 
MS/MPhil and PhD programmes. 
These entry tests will be conducted in 

university’s academic complex from 
February 17-22. Prospectuses and ad-
mission forms for these programmes 
are available online on the university 
website (www.aiou.edu.pk) and ad-
mission can only be applied via online 
mode. Online admission procedure is 
presented in the prospectuses in de-
tail. Admissions to BS programmes 
will be granted purely on a merit basis 
whereas the candidates will appear in 
the entry test to qualify for admission 
in MS/ MPhil and PhD. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister of State for 
Law and Justice Shahadat Awan on 
Tuesday informed the Senate that the 
Ministry of National Health and Regu-
lation notified a decrease in prices of 
20 essential medicines on January 13, 
2023. Responding to a Calling Atten-
tion Notice raised by Prof Dr Mehr Taj 
Roghani about the increase in prices 
of medicines, medical instruments and 
vaccines in the country, the minister 
said that the Federal minister for Na-
tional Health Abdul Qadir Patel should 
be appreciated for providing relief to 
the people. He said that the country’s 
witnessed a continuous increase in the 

prices of medicines during the period 
of 2018 to 2022 before the inception of 
the incumbent government. He went 
on to say that after the Cabinet meet-
ing, nine percent hike was made in the 
prices of 464 medicines in 2018 and 94 
medicines in 2020 while prices of eight 
medicines were enhanced in 2021. 
The minister said that pharmaceutical 
companies have also requested that 
if raw materials for medicines were 
not released, it might face problems. 
Earlier, raising the Calling Attention 
Notice, Dr Mehra Taj pointed out the 
non-availability of drugs besides sky-
rocketing prices of it.(APP)

D.I.KHAN: The district police have 
tightened noose against the criminals 
and anti-social elements and arrest-
ed five outlaws on Tuesday recover-
ing narcotics and stolen items from 
them. According to police spokesman, 
a team of Paharpur police station led 
by SDPO Paharpur Circle, Muham-
mad Imran Kundi along with SHO 
Paharpur, Zafar Abbas arrested four 
accused involved in theft, robbery 
and murder cases. The police also re-
covered stolen goods from them. The 
police traced and arrested Shaukat 
Ullah son of Asmat Ullah resident of 
Syed Wali accused in theft case and 
recovered a solar plate and three wa-
ter pumps from him. In another ac-
tion, the Paharpur police during a raid 
arrested two absconders involved in 

murder and attempt to murder case. 
The accused arrested were identified 
as Hazrat Ullah son of Atta Ullah and 
Sher Zaman son of Nasrullah resi-
dents of Beiliwala. Moreover, the Pa-
harpur police arrested accused Fathul-
lah Fatti son of Shaista Khan resident 
of Laar area who was wanted by po-
lice in several cases of murder and 
kidnapping. Similarly, a police team 
of Gomal University Police Station led 
by DSP Paroa Circle, Malik Abid Iqbal 
and SHO Sana Ullah Niazi arrested a 
notorious drug dealer and recovered 
one kilogram hashish from him. The 
police team, taking action on a tip off, 
arrested notorious drug dealer Riaz 
Badshah son of Amir Badshah resi-
dent of Laghari Gate, Mujahidnagar.  
(APP)

MPA visits stores to check 
flour stock, rate list

4 robbers arrested  
in Lyari

IRSA releases 68,500 
cusecs water

Child dies, six injured in 
road mishap

10 food outlets fined

SUKKUR: Member Provincial As-
sembly (MPA) Sindh, Awais Qadir 
Shah on Tuesday made a surprise 
visit to various stores in the Saleh 
Putt taluka to check the available 
stock of wheat flour and to ensure 
that the commodity was being sold 
at official rate. He directed that all 
the shopkeepers to sell quality flour 
at fixed government rates and also 
inquired about the prices of flour 
from the customers present there. 
He warned that strict action would 
be taken on any complaint of over-
charging. “There is no shortage of 
wheat and flour in Sindh. The gov-
ernment will ensure the provision of 
cheap flour to the public at all cost,” 
he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Four suspects in-
volved in street crimes and rob-
beries were arrested during a joint 
operation carried out by police and 
Rangers, in Lyari on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to a private media report, 
accused arrested were identified as 
Naseem alies Golo, Bilal alias Bar-
ra, Saifullah Niazi, and Salman. 
Two pistols and two motorcycles 
have been confiscated from the ac-
cused arrested. According to police 
officials, accused Naseem Golo was 
a close relative of the Lyari’s gang 
war commander Jassim alias Gold-
en and has also been involved in 
encounters against law enforcement 
agencies.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday re-
leased 68,500 cusecs of water from 
various rim stations with inflow of 
51,000 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1488.62 feet and was 90.62 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam were recorded as 18,100 cusecs 
while outflow was 32,000 cusecs. 
The water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1129.65 feet, 
which was 79.65 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
11,400 cusecs and 15,000 cusecs re-
spectively. (APP)

MALAKAND: A child died and six 
others injured after a coalition be-
tween a car and passenger coaster 
at Baktkhela here on Tuesday, po-
lice sources confirmed. The trag-
ic incident occurred at levy Post 
Bridge where a coaster bearing reg-
istration NO LES-4133 and car IE-
4361 crashed,they said. The wound-
ed were shifted to a nearby hospital. 
Police said the incident occurred 
due to over speeding.they informed. 
(APP)

SARGODHA: Punjab Food Authori-
ty (PFA) on Tuesday imposed fines 
on 10 food points for violating rules 
of the Authority in the division. Ac-
cording to PFA spokesman, food 
safety teams headed by deputy di-
rector operation Shahbaz Sarwar, 
inspected various food outlets in 
the division, and imposed a fine of 
Rs 111,000 on 10 food outlets for 
poor cleanliness arrangements, in-
complete medical certificates and 
sub-standard storage. (APP)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

6 Business
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Wednesday 8 February 2023

Baidu to finish testing ChatGPT-style project ‘Ernie Bot’ in March

Pinterest fails to pique Wall Street’s interest with downbeat forecast

India and Russia ditching dollar in energy deal – Novatek

EU embargo on Russian oil products kicks in

Saudi Arabia expands its mineral exploration with 377 mining complexes 

Nissan to buy up to 15% stake in Renault EV unit

Microsoft, Huawei and Oracle among $9bn of tech deals  
announced during LEAP23 in Riyadh 

Dell to slash 5% of workforce, about 6,650 jobs

BEIJING: China’s Baidu Inc said on 
Tuesday it would complete internal 
testing of a ChatGPT-style project 
called “Ernie Bot” in March, joining a 
global race as interest in generative ar-
tificial intelligence (AI) gathers steam.
Ernie，meaning “Enhanced Representa-
tion through Knowledge Integration,” 
is a large AI-powered language model 
introduced in 2019, Baidu said. It has 
gradually grown to be able to perform 

tasks including language understand-
ing, language generation, and text-to-
image generation, it added. Search 

engine giant Baidu’s Hong Kong-listed 
shares jumped as much as 13.4% on the 
news. A person familiar with the matter 
told Reuters last week that Baidu was 
planning to launch such a service in 
March. The person said Baidu aims to 
make the service available as a stand-
alone application and gradually merge 
it into its search engine by incorporat-
ing chatbot-generated results when us-
ers make search requests. (Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: Image-sharing 
platform Pinterest Inc reported low-
er-than-expected quarterly revenue 
on Monday joining peers Alpha-
bet Inc and Snap Inc in sounding 
the alarm on a still-weak ad mar-
ket. Shares of the company, which 
projected tepid first-quarter sales 
growth, pared losses and were down 
3% in extended trading after fall-
ing 15%. Advertisers have slashed 
their marketing budgets over the 

past few months as high inflation 
and aggressive interest rate hikes 
from global central banks have put 
a dampener on economic outlook. 

After a challenging 2022 in which 
advertising-dependent companies 
faced shrinking budgets and cra-
tering stock prices, fourth-quarter 
results this week from Alphabet to 
Meta Platforms Inc showed they 
were not yet in the clear. Pinterest 
said it expected revenue to grow in 
low-single-digits in the first quarter, 
compared with estimates of about 
7% growth, according to Refinitiv 
data. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s largest indepen-
dent gas producer, Novatek, is in talks 
with India over long-term contracts 
on supplies of liquefied natural gas 
(LNG), the company’s CEO, Leonid 
Mikhelson, announced on Monday. 
Negotiations with several Indian 
companies are underway as Russia is 
keen to invest in the country’s energy 
sector and further expand coopera-
tion, he told reporters on the sidelines 

of the India Energy Week forum. “We 
want to be not just LNG suppliers, 
Indian engineering companies are al-
ready taking part in our projects and 
there’s a certain share of Indian sup-
pliers in equipment. We want to ex-

pand and increase it,” Novatek’s CEO 
pointed out. Mikhelson added that his 
company was interested in a broader 
investment into the Indian market, 
including the construction of regasifi-
cation terminals for LNG production. 
He also revealed that the sides were 
considering settling LNG supply pay-
ments in national currencies – rupees 
or rubles – bypassing US dollar trans-
actions. (Agencies)

The EU has placed an embargo on 
Russian refined oil products, includ-
ing diesel. The measure came into 
force on Sunday, February 5, and 
provides for a 55-day grace period 
for the fuel loaded on tankers before 
this date. The ban follows previously 
introduced embargos on Russian coal 
and crude oil, and is aimed at further 
lowering the bloc’s reliance on Rus-
sian energy and slashing Moscow’s 
profits from energy exports. The 
embargo has reignited warnings of 
diesel supply disruptions and price 
spikes across the bloc. The EU relied 

on Russia for about half of its diesel 
imports last year, some 700,000 bar-
rels a day, and will now have to find 
alternate sources. At the same time, 
Russia will have to find new buyers 
for its fuel exports, and may be forced 
to cut production if this doesn’t hap-

pen quickly, which would lower sup-
ply on the global market. Meanwhile, 
diesel prices, which are currently 
around $110-$120 a barrel, may rise 
in the short term while the EU is se-
curing supplies from new sources. 
However, later on, as many experts 
point out, the bloc may start buying 
processed fuel from countries still 
able to import Russian oil, with the 
cost of such products much higher 
than direct imports from Russia. The 
latter scenario may keep global die-
sel prices elevated for a long while.
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s mining sector 
is witnessing unprecedented growth as 
the government is pushing to develop 
the industry with increased investment 
and upgraded laws to attract more pri-
vate players. This saw the number of 
mining complexes in the Kingdom as 
of the end of 2022 rising to 377, with 
an estimated area of 44,365 sq. km, ac-
cording to the latest government data. 
Makkah is home to the majority of 76 
mining complexes last year. This is fol-
lowed by Riyadh and Madinah with 60 

and 53 complexes respectively, while 
Asir’s complexes totaled 34, revealed 
the ministry.    Saudi Arabia possesses 
more than 20 different types of miner-
als, including gravel, gold, iron, copper, 

granite and marble, stated the Ministry 
of Industry and Mineral Resources in a 
tweet. The Kingdom has 35 locations 
with specific geological formations, 
called mineral belts, that contain abun-
dant mineral deposits  As of 2022, these 
belts represent 14 percent of the King-
dom’s size and cover 305,000 sq. km.  
The ministry added that the mineral 
deposits of these belts are around 75 
percent of the Kingdom’s total mineral 
deposits, which have a projected value 
of SR5 trillion ($1.3 trillion). (Agencies)

LONDON: Nissan and Renault to-
day unveiled details of their rede-
signed alliance, with the Japanese 
carmaker committing to buy a stake 
of up to 15% in Renault’s electric ve-
hicles unit Ampere. The alliance ju-
nior partner Mitsubishi Motors will 
also consider investing in Ampere, 
which Renault aims to list, the com-
panies said in a statement. “Nissan’s 

intention is to invest up to 15% in 
Ampere, Renault Group’s EV and 

software entity in Europe, with the 
aim to become a strategic investor,” 
the statement said ahead of a pre-
sentation in London. The companies 
had already announced that under 
the deal to revive their long-standing 
alliance the French carmaker would 
reduce its stake in its Japanese part-
ner to 15% from around 43% now.  
(Agencies)

CAIRO: Saudi Arabia witnessed the 
signing of $9 billion worth of invest-
ment contracts on the first day of the 
global tech event LEAP23 that began 
on Feb. 6 in Riyadh.  Aimed at support-
ing future technology, digital entrepre-
neurship and tech startups, the deals 
were announced by Saudi Arabia’s 
Minister of Communications and Infor-
mation Technology, Abdullah Al-Sawa-
ha, during his opening speech at the 

event that will run till Feb. 9.  These 
deals include Microsoft’s $2.1 billion 
investment that the tech giant is put-
ting in to develop a super-wide cloud 
in the Kingdom, while Oracle’s agreed 
to invest $1.5 billion to establish a new 
cloud region in the country. Chinese 
tech firm Huawei also pumped in $400 
million to offer cloud services in the 
Kingdom, while state oil firm Aramco 
formed a partnership with Zoom worth 

$434 million to establish a cloud area. 
In addition, the event saw the signing of 
$4.5 billion worth of other deals with a 
wide range of global and local firms for 
various sectors. These investments aim 
to strengthen the Kingdom’s position 
as the largest digital economy in the 
Middle East and North Africa region 
aligned with Crown Prince Moham-
med bin Salman’s goal to empower the 
technology sector.  (Agencies)

TEXAS: Dell Technologies Inc will 
eliminate about 6,650 jobs, or about 5% 
of its global workforce, hurt by falling 
demand for its personal computers, 
Bloomberg News reported today. The 
company is experiencing market con-
ditions that “continue to erode with an 
uncertain future”, co-chief operating 
officer Jeff Clarke wrote in a memo to 
employees, the report said. The previ-

ous cost-cutting measures, including 
a pause on hiring and limits on travel, 
are no longer enough, Clarke said in the 
memo. The department reorganisations 
and job cuts are an opportunity to drive 
efficiency, a company spokesman told 
Bloomberg News. Dell did not imme-
diately respond to a Reuters email for 
comment. Companies from Microsoft 
Corp to Amazon.com Inc and Goldman 

Sachs Group Inc have cut thousands of 
jobs recently to help ride out a demand 
downturn as consumer and corporate 
spending shrinks due to high inflation 
and rising interest rates. Layoffs in the 
US hit a more than two-year high in 
January as technology firms cut jobs 
at the second highest pace on record to 
brace for a possible recession, a report 
showed on Thursday. (Agencies)

Disney shareholders set to vote on Peltz in April

Rothschilds plan buyout of family bank

Aramco announces deal with Zoom at LEAP 2023

Swiss firms planning return to Russia

Bank of England blames Brexit for excess inflation

Goldman Sachs predicts imminent oil price surge

PARIS: Walt Disney Co said on Mon-
day it had set its annual shareholder 
meeting on April 3, with a focus on 
activist investor Nelson Peltz’s bid 
seeking a seat on the media and en-
tertainment conglomerate’s board. 
The board recommends shareholders 
vote against a proposal of Peltz’s Trian 

Group that would reverse recent board 
changes to bylaws and against a share-
holder proposal requesting a report 
on the company’s reliance on China 
operations. Earlier this month, Peltz’s 
hedge fund Trian Fund Management 
wrote to Walt Disney shareholders to 
make the case for replacing board di-
rector Michael Froman. In its letter to 
shareholders, Disney wrote Peltz “has 
demonstrated that he does not under-
stand Disney’s businesses” and that he 
“lacks the perspective and experience 
to contribute to the objective of deliv-
ering shareholder value in a rapidly 
shifting media ecosystem.” (Agencies)

The Rothschild family is planning 
to take Rothschild & Co, its name-
sake financial services group and 
one of the globe’s most prestigious 
investment banks, private, the fam-
ily’s holding company, Concordia, 
announced on Monday. According 
to the statement, the family views 
private ownership of Rothschild & 
Co as “more appropriate than a pub-

lic listing.” “None of the businesses 
of the group needs access to capi-
tal from the public equity markets. 
Furthermore, each of the business-
es is better assessed on the basis of 
their long-term performance rather 
than short-term earnings,” Concor-
dia stated. Concordia, which is the 
largest shareholder in Rothschild & 
Co with 38.9% of shares and 47.5% 
of the voting rights, said it would file 
a tender offer for the bank’s remain-
ing shares at €48 each. It will be a 
premium of 19% against the bank’s 
previous closing price of €40.25, and 
would value the group at roughly 
€3.7 billion ($4 billion), according to 
Bloomberg estimations. (Agencies)

RIYADH: In line with the Kingdom’s 
aim to accelerate digital transforma-
tion, the Saudi Arabian Oil Co., also 
known as Saudi Aramco, announced 
a strategic partnership with Zoom 
and an increase in funding for Wa’ed 
Ventures on Feb. 6. The announce-
ments were made at the second edi-
tion of LEAP, a major international 
technology conference held annually 

in Saudi Arabia.  With more than 700 
speakers from 50 counties and 900 
local and international companies 
in attendance at the Riyadh Front 
Center for Exhibitions and Conven-
tions, this year’s edition of LEAP rep-
resents a huge economic advance in 
the Kingdom through many partner-
ships, deals and investment tours. 
The strategic partnership with Aram-
co aims to build Zoom’s first global 
data center in the Kingdom to sup-
port the digital transformation eco-
system. It is expected to connect to 
the Zoom global data center network 
and will serve Saudi Arabia and the 
region. (Agencies)

KYIV: About 6% of large Swiss com-
panies that have left Russia amid 
Ukraine-related Western sanctions 
plan to return in the next three years, 
according to a survey released by 
the Credit Suisse Research Institute. 
The report indicated that around 4% 
of micro-enterprises, 3% of small- 
and 8% of medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs), and nearly one in four large 
Swiss companies ceased business ties 
with Russia in 2022. The confronta-
tion between the West and Russia has 
ended the era of multilateral trade, 
at least for the time being, Credit Su-
isse wrote, noting that geopolitical 
tensions have posed challenges for 

Swiss firms. Companies are affect-
ed not only by sanctions but also by 
customs duties and other non-tariff 
barriers such as government pro-
curement regulations and approval 
procedures, it said. “Unsurprisingly, 
the list of countries from which Swiss 
companies have withdrawn in the 
last three years is headed by Russia. 
Even so, a few of the big companies 
in particular are already planning to 
begin or resume business activities 
in Russia,” the report stated, adding 
that “whether and when these plans 
will actually be implemented will 
depend on the further course of the 
Ukraine war.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain’s departure from 
the EU and the subsequent trade bar-
riers have contributed to the inflation 
crisis in the country, Bank of England 
(BoE) policymaker Catherine Mann 
has claimed. According to Mann, as 
cited by Bloomberg, there were signs 
that the cost-of-living crunch was be-
ginning to abate in the US and the 
EU, but not yet in the UK. All three 
had faced shocks to demand and 
supply driven by the “Covid and lock-
down-induced global demand rotation 
and subsequent supply bottlenecks,” 
and the energy shock caused by 
Ukraine-related sanctions on Russia, 

Mann reportedly said on Monday at 
the Lamfalussy Lectures Conference 
in Budapest. “However, the UK has 
also been affected by a third type of 
shock which makes it unique: no other 
country chose to unilaterally impose 
trade barriers on its closest trading 
partners,” she pointed out. Mann’s 
comments come as inflation in the UK, 
which hit a four-decade high of 11.1% 
in October, has slightly cooled down 
to 10.5%, staying well above the BoE’s 
2% target. Meanwhile, in the Euro-
zone, inflation has fallen back to 8.5%, 
while in the US it has declined to 6.5%. 
(Agencies)

Oil will soar back above $100 a bar-
rel this year, while dwindling glob-
al output and declining production 
in Russia due to Western sanctions 
may lead to supply problems in 2024, 
Goldman Sachs has warned. Ac-
cording to the Wall Street bank’s top 
commodity analyst Jeffrey Currie, 
who spoke on the sidelines of a con-
ference in Saudi Arabia on Sunday, 
Western sanctions should trigger a 
slump in Russian oil supplies at the 
same time as recovering demand in 
China drives oil prices above $100. 
The current level is around $80. 
“Right now, we’re still balanced to 

a surplus because China has still 
yet to fully rebound,” Currie told 
Bloomberg. “Are we going to run out 
of spare production capacity? Po-
tentially by 2024 you start to have a 
serious problem.” According to the 
analyst, a lack of investment in the 
industry – needed to secure future oil 
production to meet growing demand 
– would be another factor contribut-
ing to price hikes. Currie predicted 
producers would tap into their spare 
capacity, leaving it lower than it was 
before. Eventually, this would lead to 
a serious imbalance between supply 
and demand. (Agencies)
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RIYADH: Having won the Custodian of 
the Two Holy Mosques’ Cup on Jan. 29, 
Scotland Yard will now have the chance 
to bring more success for owner Prince 
Saud bin Salman at the world’s biggest 
horseracing event later this month. 
The win secured the 4-year-old son of 
Quality Road a qualifying card for the 
fourth edition of The Saudi Cup, which 
takes place at the 1,800-meter King Ab-
dulaziz Racecourse on Feb. 25. Prince 
Saud had competed in the previous 

editions of The Saudi Cup with Mak-
ing Miracles, and with Emblem Road 
winning the 2022 edition. At this year’s 

event, Emblem Road returns to com-
pete alongside brother Scotland Yard, 
boosting Prince Saud’s hopes of retain-
ing the title and winning the $20 mil-
lion prize for the showpiece race. Born 
on April 10, 2019, Scotland Yard is the 
son of the American stallion Quality 
Road and New Zealand mare Harmo-
ny, and was purchased by Prince Saud 
at the Tipton auction held last July for 
$255,000 when the horse was 3 years 
old. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Aaron Finch has re-
tired from all international cricket 
after leading Australia in a record 
76 games as captain of the Twenty20 
squad. Finch guided Australia to 
their first T20 world championship in 
2021 and was captain again last year 
in its unsuccessful title defense on 
home soil. The 36-year-old top-order 
batter also won a Cricket World Cup 
title with Australia in the 50 overs 
format at home in 2015 and played 
five Test matches across an inter-
national career spanning 12 years. 

“Realizing that I won’t be playing on 
until the next T20 World Cup in 2024, 
now is the right moment to step 
down and give the team time to plan 
and build toward that event,” Finch 
said in a news conference Tuesday 

at the Melbourne Cricket Ground. 
Fast bowler Pat Cummins became 
captain of Australia’s ODI team 
when Finch retired from the one-day 
format last October to focus on T20 
cricket. Cricket Australia hasn’t an-
nounced a replacement for the T20 
team. Australia were dominant in the 
traditional one-day format, winning 
four of the last six World Cups, but 
wasn’t able to convert that into the 
T20 version of the game until Finch’s 
squad won an against-the-odds title 
in the UAE in late 2021. (Agencies)

GENEVA: The English Premier 
League vs. Manchester City: A legal 
fixture for the ages. Soccer’s richest 
and most watched club competition 
challenged its defending champion on 
Monday with more than 100 charges 
of alleged financial wrongdoing and 
failures to cooperate with an investi-
gation that took more than four years. 
Dozens of charges allege breaches of 
the league’s financial monitoring rules 
dating from 2009, or the first full sea-
son Man City was owned by the rul-
ing family of Abu Dhabi. Thirty more 

charges relate to Man City’s lack of 
cooperation in the past five seasons 
with a Premier League investigation 
that opened after leaked, and likely 
hacked, club internal communications 

were published in 2018. That leaked 
evidence led UEFA investigators to 
examine likely breaches of financial 
rules designed to create stability in an 
often-volatile European soccer indus-
try. UEFA-appointed judges imposed 
a two-year ban from the Champions 
League in 2020, which the club over-
turned on appeal at the Court of Arbi-
tration for Sport. Man City seem more 
at risk from the English case, which 
does not involve a statute of limita-
tions on evidence that was a problem 
for UEFA lawyers. (Agencies)

GROVE: Logan Sargeant has not let 
his new status as a Formula One driver 
go to his head as he prepares for a race 
debut with Williams in Bahrain next 
month. The 22-year-old American is in-
stead doing his best to stay grounded. 
Asked at the team’s livery launch on 
Monday if he had rewarded himself for 
securing a dream job, the youngster -- 
who moved to Europe as a 12-year-old 
to compete against the best in karting 
-- said no. “More hours in the gym,” 
he grinned. “I haven’t treated myself. 
“I’ve just stayed exactly as I was last 
year in terms of I’m still living in the 

same place in London. On my own, 
enjoying the hours in the gym, enjoy-
ing the time on the sim (simulator). “I 
know it sounds boring, but that’s about 
all I’ve been doing.” Sargeant will be 

the first U.S. driver to race in Formula 
One since Alexander Rossi in 2015 and 
is set to be the first to do a full season 
since Scott Speed at Red Bull-owned 
Toro Rosso (now AlphaTauri) in 2006. 
With three U.S. races on the calendar, 
including a home round in Miami and 
a new floodlit spectacular in Las Vegas, 
the American is stepping into a bright 
media spotlight but he said he was 
well-prepared. “Coming into the sport, 
straight into a year where there’s three 
U.S. grands prix is a special opportuni-
ty and a privilege at the same time,” he 
said. (Agencies)

MÉRIBEL: A hard-pushing Mikaela 
Shiffrin skied out of the slalom in the 
defence of her world alpine combined 
title in Meribel on Monday. The Ameri-
can star straddled the penultimate gate 
as she strained every sinew to make 
up time on Italian leader Federica Bri-
gnone, meaning she will have to wait 
until Wednesday’s super-G in her bid to 
bag a record-equalling seventh world 
individual gold. Sixth fastest after the 
morning’s opening super-G, Shiffrin 

was in complete control of the slalom 
down the Roc de Fer piste, gaining 
fast on Brignone’s aggregate time and 
without doubt would have gone top of 
the leaderboard had she come across 
the line cleanly. Shiffrin’s dramatic 
exit left her mother Eileen holding her 
head in her hands in the finish area 
amid groans from the sizeable crowd 
in the French resort. The 27-year-old 
will hope there is no repeat of her di-
sastrous outing at last year’s Beijing 

Winter Olympics where she failed to 
finish the slalom, giant slalom and al-
pine combined -- three events in which 
she had been a keen favourite. She also 
failed to get close to the podium in both 
the super-G and downhill. That form 
has not been repeated on the World 
Cup circuit this season, however, with 
Shiffrin winning 11 races (including 
five slaloms) to come within one win of 
Ingemar Stenmark’s overall World Cup 
record for victories (86). (Agencies)

PARIS: A French Cup trip to bitter ri-
vals Marseille on Wednesday is the 
start of seven days that could define 
this season for Paris Saint-Germain, 
with a Champions League showdown 
against Bayern Munich approaching. 
The Bundesliga giants visit the French 
capital for the first leg of their Cham-
pions League last-16 tie next Tuesday, 
but there will be no easy build-up to 
that game for PSG. Marseille await 
them in the bear pit of the Velodrome 
for a French Cup last-16 tie as the Pa-
risians aim to reclaim a trophy they 
missed out on last season after win-
ning it six times in the previous seven 
years. Then they go to in-form Monaco 
on Saturday. A match that could be one 
of the biggest obstacles remaining to 
their title bid in Ligue 1. They are eight 

points clear of nearest rivals Marseille 
and Lens at the top of the table. PSG 
have an excellent Cup record against 
Marseille, winning 10 of the 11 past 
encounters between the clubs, includ-
ing two finals in the last two decades. 
Yet while Marseille will have a hostile 
crowd in their favour with 65,000 fans 
behind them on Wednesday, PSG’s do-
mestic superiority has been questioned 

in recent weeks. Christophe Galtier’s 
team won just one of their first four 
league matches in 2023 before getting 
the better of Montpellier and Toulouse 
in recent days. They needed a fine Lio-
nel Messi (pix) strike to win 2-1 against 
the latter on Saturday after losing Ky-
lian Mbappe to a thigh injury that will 
keep him out of the Bayern first leg too. 
Mbappe has risen above Messi and 
Neymar to become comfortably PSG’s 
most important player. His absence 
at such a key stage of the season is a 
hammer blow. Marco Verratti’s return 
from suspension will at least provide a 
huge boost in midfield, but PSG’s de-
fence has also appeared vulnerable of 
late and a Marseille attack led by Alex-
is Sanchez could exploit their weak-
nesses. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: By all means be forceful and 
determined today but don’t try to push 
other people as hard as you push your-
self. Not everyone shares your energy 
levels, nor your ambitions, so make 
allowances for those who think and 
move at slower speeds.
– TAURUS: Some of your plans may 
have misfired of late but now you can 
see that you were actually quite fortu-
nate to have been guided away from 
activities that could have resulted in no 
small amount of harm. Listen to what 
the universe is trying to tell you.
– GEMINI: If you need to kiss and 
make up with someone you have been 
on poor terms with in recent weeks 
then reach out to them today and don’t 
impose any conditions on your being 
friends again. The past is over and 
done with. It’s time to move on.
– CANCER: Let those you have feel-
ings for know how much you care for 
them today. The longer you leave it the 
harder it will be to get them to believe 
that you love them and appreciate all 
the things they have done for you, so 
tell them right now.
– LEO: If you fall out with a senior col-
league or someone in a position of au-
thority today the consequences could 
be far-reaching, so do everything in 
your power to stay on good terms and 
certainly don’t get dragged into mean-

ingless arguments.
– VIRGO: You seem to be a lot more 
relaxed about life at the moment, and 
that’s good, but don’t get so relaxed 
that you cannot be bothered to take 
advantage of a new opportunity. It 
won’t be there in front of you for long, 
so seize it right now.
– LIBRA: If you want to get away from 
your everyday environment for a 
while that’s great, but make sure you 
explain to friends and loved ones that 
it’s only a short-term itch that needs to 
be scratched and you will be back very 
soon. They’ll accept that.
– SCORPIO: Someone new is about 
to come into your life but if you are 
smart you won’t allow yourself to get 
too close to them too soon. The planets 
indicate this is the kind of relationship 
that must be allowed to simmer slowly 
before coming to the boil.
– SAGITTARIUS: Don’t try too hard 
and don’t be too aggressive today. 
As one of the zodiac’s Fire signs you 
sometimes come on a bit too strong 
for some people, so recognize that fact 
and tone down your act a little, at least 
for the time being.
– CAPRICORN: The people you deal 
with over the next 24 hours, both in 
your private life and at work, will re-
spond best to charm, so tell them what 
they want to hear and then suggest, 
gently, what it is you require of them. 
They’ll do it willingly, just for you.
– ACQUARIUS: There may be a clash 
of wills today and if there is you will 
need to tread a fine line between stick-
ing up for your rights and allowing 
others to enjoy equal rights without 
damaging your needs and desires. 
Luckily, you’re good at walking tight-
ropes!
– PISCES: By all means say sorry to 
someone you offended recently but 
don’t give them the impression they 
are entitled to some kind of compen-
sation. If a sorry isn’t enough for them 
then maybe you should end the rela-
tionship and go your own way.
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Chelsea hire All Blacks mental skills coach
LONDON: All Blacks mental skills 
coach Gilbert Enoka, who intro-
duced what he called a “no d***-
heads policy” into the New Zealand 
set-up, has joined Premier League 
club Chelsea on a short-term con-
sultancy basis, the rugby team said 
on Tuesday. Enoka has worked with 
the All Blacks since 2000 in a num-
ber of roles, having spent the last 

seven years as their leadership man-
ager after 15 years as mental skills 

coach. His tenure coincided with a 
successful period for the team as 
they won two consecutive World 
Cups in 2011 and 2015 and enjoyed 
a long stint at the summit of the 
world rankings. Enoka also worked 
as a mental skills coach with the 
New Zealand cricket team from 
1998-2004 and the netball team 
from 1994-97. (Agencies)

Thompson scores 42 as Warriors crush Thunder

Justin Rose wins at Pebble Beach to end 4-year drought

Super Bowl opening night returns with circus  
atmosphere

LOS ANGELES: Klay Thompson flirt-
ed with breaking his own single-game 
three-pointer record before settling 
for 42 points as the Golden State War-
riors routed the Oklahoma City Thun-
der on Monday. Long-range specialist 
Thompson drained 12 shots from out-
side the arc with a vintage exhibition 
of shooting to power the Warriors 
to a 141-114 win. Thompson looked 
poised to beat his own NBA mark of 
14 three-pointers in a single game, 
set in October 2018, but came up just 
short before exiting to a standing 
ovation at the Warriors Chase Cen-
ter. Thompson’s red-hot shooting was 
part of a stunning performance from 
three-point range by Golden State. 
The Warriors finished with 26 threes 
from 50 attempts — just three shy of 

the all-time single-game record of 29 
set by Milwaukee in 2020. Thompson 
received scoring support from Jordan 
Poole (21 points, 12 assists and four 
rebounds) and Andrew Wiggins (18 
points) as the Warriors shrugged off 
the injury absence of Steph Curry to 
score a resounding win. (Agencies)

CALIFORNIA: Justin Rose had a dif-
ferent set of goals at the start of the 
year. His back was starting to be-
come bothersome. His world ranking 
sank to its lowest point in 13 years. 
And he had reason to wonder if he 
would spend the first full week in 
April somewhere other than Augusta 
National. All that changed Monday 
morning when Rose capped off a long 
week at the AT&T Pebble Beach Pro-
Am with three quick birdies and four 
steady pars that gave him a three-shot 
victory, his first in four years. Along 
with the crystal trophy — his 11th on 
the PGA Tour, 23rd worldwide — and 
the $1.62 million prize comes an invi-
tation to the Masters. Rose has been 
eligible for every major dating to St. 

Andrews in 2010, a streak he did not 
want to end. “Augusta’s definitely 
been a big part of being on my mind,” 
Rose said after closing with a 6-under 
66 in cool but pristine conditions at 
Pebble Beach. “I thought the simple 
way to approach it was try to play 
my way into the top 50 in the world 
... claw my way up the world rankings 
and make it that way. (Agencies)

PHOENIX: Nick Sirianni answered 
questions about Rocky, Santa Claus 
and even which of his players on the 
Philadelphia Eagles he’d want to date 
his 5-year-old daughter when she 
grows up. Welcome to Super Bowl 
opening night where football talk gives 
way to the wild and wacky. The circus 
atmosphere that kicks off the NFL’s 
biggest week returned Monday for the 
first time since 2020. The COVID-19 
pandemic forced teams to meet the 
media on video conferences the past 
two seasons. Sirianni and the Eagles 

took the stage first at Footprint Center, 
home of the Phoenix Suns. “Fly, Eagles, 
Fly” chants greeted players and coach-
es before they spent an hour answer-
ing wide-ranging questions from more 
than 2,000 media members. For the re-
cord, Sirianni loves the Rocky movies. 
He identifies with Sylvester Stallone’s 
fictional movie character, who is part 
of Philadelphia’s fabric as much as 
the cheesesteak. “I live and coach in 
the greatest sports town in America,” 
Sirianni said. “It means so much to ev-
erybody there. (Agencies)
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Messi and PSG face potentially season-defining week
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JERUSALEM: The Palestinian Minis-
try of Education has suspended schools 
today in the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip following the Emergency 
Committee’s recommendation regard-
ing the weather. In a statement issued 
yesterday and cited by the Palestinian 
News Agency Wafa, the Palestinian 
Authority’s Ministry of Education said 
it will close all schools to preserve stu-
dent safety. The Palestine Meteoro-
logical Department forecasts that the 
West Bank and Gaza will be affected 

by a deep depression accompanied 
by an air mass of polar origin, which 
could cause a significant drop in tem-
peratures in addition to wind and rain. 
(Agencies)

HELSINKI: Despite the fact that only 
last week, Finnish Prime Minister San-
na Marin gave the reassurance that 
Finland intends to enter NATO with 
Sweden, high-placed sources have re-
vealed that all Finnish parties, bar one, 
are ready for their country to proceed 
alone. Although Helsinki has indicat-
ed to the outside world that it contin-
ues to regard NATO membership as a 
common cause between Finland and 
Sweden, behind the scenes, attitudes 
might be quite different. Finland is 
ready to join NATO without Sweden in 
the event that Turkey and/or Hungary 
ratify only Finland’s NATO applica-
tion, the nation’s media have reported, 
citing several high-placed sources. The 
sources said that the Finnish negoti-
ators had already reached an agree-
ment with Turkey before Christmas, 
and that the matter is thus in principle 
settled for Finland. Sweden’s Prime 
Minister Ulf Kristersson has alleged-
ly been informed of this. According 

to the sources, only the Left Alliance 
party opposes Finland’s joining NATO 
without Sweden, whereas the rest 
are prepared to make the move. This 
stands in stark contrast with the offi-
cial rhetoric: only last week, Finnish 
Prime Minister Sanna Marin repeat-
ed during her visit to Stockholm that 
Finland intends to complete its NATO 
journey the way it started - together 
with Sweden. However, the Finnish 
public begged to differ, as a recent 
survey by pollster Taloustutkimus in-
dicated that 53 percent of respondents 
were ready for their country to join 
NATO alone. By contrast, almost half 
that amount - 28 percent - said Fin-
land should wait for Sweden. Turkey, 
however, said it hadn’t received signals 
from Finland about its readiness to 
join NATO without Sweden, but add-
ed it would consider this should such 
an application emerge. In May 2022, 
Sweden and Finland abandoned their 
time-trusted policy of non-alignment 
and filed a joint NATO bid as neigh-
bors. However, Sweden’s bid face 
staunch opposition from Turkey after 
a series of high-profile scandals and 
provocations, which included Turkish 
President Recep Erdogan being hung 
in effigy and several Quran-burn-
ings in front of the Turkish Embassy. 
(Agencies)
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Lapid says Netanyahu’s planned judicial overhaul will break Israel

Sunak preparing to withdraw UK from human rights convention,  
in response to prediction in migration rise

TEL AVIV: Israeli opposition leader 
and former Prime Minister Yair Lapid 
warned on Monday that the judicial 
overhaul proposed by the current coa-
lition government will break Israel, the 
Times of Israel has reported. “The point 
of no return for Israeli society is only a 
few weeks away from us. If you pass 
this legislation, there will be no way 
to fix it. There is no going back. This 
will break the back and core of Israeli 
society,” Lapid told the Israeli Knesset 
during an event marking the parlia-
ment’s 74th anniversary. “The flames 
were lit in this house, but the fire extin-
guishers are also in this house. As long 

as there is a chance to stop the legisla-
tion that divides this nation in two, we 
will continue to fight. But if it passes, 
it will divide this nation in two.” When 
the proposed reforms were presented 
by Justice Minister Yariv Levin last 
month, Lapid described the move as a 

threat, not legal reform, which threat-
ens to destroy the entire constitutional 
structure of the State of Israel. “I am 
announcing now,” he said, “that on 
the day we return to power, all these 
changes will be cancelled. Judges will 
not be chosen by corrupt politicians 
who want them to close their cases. 
We will fight against all this insanity 
with all our strength.” Current Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has 
been indicted on corruption charges. 
If the legislation is passed by the Knes-
set, he and any other politicians facing 
criminal charges will not be able to be 
prosecuted. (Agencies)

LONDON: British Prime Minister, Ri-
shi Sunak, is considering withdrawing 
the United Kingdom from the Euro-
pean Convention on Human Rights 
(ECHR) in order to implement a hard 
line immigration policy, amid warn-
ings that 65,000 illegal migrants are 
expected to arrive in the country this 
year. According to The Times newspa-
per, Sunak and Home Secretary, Suel-
la Braverman, are finalising plans for 
the UK’s most draconian immigration 
legislation to date, which officials say 
will take Britain to the “boundaries” 
of international law. That legislation, 
the plans of which are set to be un-

veiled within weeks, could potentially 
be ruled as unlawful by the European 
Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, 
which senior figures say would push 
Sunak to pull the UK out of the ECHR. 
The paper quoted one source familiar 
with Sunak’s thinking as saying that he 
“has been clear he wants to introduce 
legislation that meets our international 

obligations. This bill will go as far as 
possible within international law. We 
are pushing the boundaries of what is 
legally possible, while staying within 
the ECHR. And we are confident that 
when it is tested in the courts, we will 
win.” The source continued by stating 
that “if this legislation gets onto the stat-
ute book and is found to be lawful by 
our domestic courts, but it is still being 
held up in Strasbourg, then we know 
the problem is not our legislation or our 
courts. If that’s the case, then of course 
he will be willing to reconsider whether 
being part of the ECHR is in the UK’s 
long-term interests.” (Agencies)

US-UK military  
delegation visits  
eastern Yemen 

Turkiye, UAE to reduce 
missions in Afghan-
istan over ‘security 

concerns’

Bahrain behind anti-Qatar campaign, French 
paper reports

SANA’A: American and British army 
officers yesterday visited the Shahn 
land port in Al-Mahra province in 
eastern Yemen on the border with 
the Sultanate of Oman, Yemen’s 
Shabab.net reported. The site quot-
ed an unnamed source as saying 
that officers arrived on Sunday and 
included officers from the US Fifth 
Fleet and the Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF) operating in the Gulf 
of Oman. According to the source, 
the US-British military delegation 
met during the visit with the lead-
ership of the Arab coalition forces 
in Al-Mahra. Observers believe the 
visit aims to enhance coordination 
between the US and British navies, 
the Yemeni security services and 
the Arab coalition forces to combat 
smuggling in Al-Mahra province. 
The Yemeni security services in 
Al-Mahra province recently seized 
weapons and equipment used for 
drones at the Shahn port. It is be-
lieved they were being smuggled 
to the Iran-backed Houthi group. 
Meanwhile, the US Navy announced 
seizing weapons and explosive ma-
terials aboard fishing vessels in sep-
arate operations in the Arabian Sea 
and the Gulf of Oman, believed to 
have come from Iran. (Agencies)

KABUL: The embassies of Turki-
ye and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) in Afghanistan intend to trim 
down their missions due to securi-
ty concerns, after international em-
ployees reported receiving threaten-
ing letters from unknown parties, 
Sputnik reported. On Sunday, the 
agency quoted unnamed sources in 
the ruling Taliban movement as say-
ing that “the Turkish embassy has a 
plan to reduce its diplomatic activ-
ities in Kabul due to some security 
concerns.” “The UAE wants to move 
its diplomatic mission to a small of-
fice before closing its embassy,” the 
sources added. However neither the 
UAE nor Turkiye have confirmed 
the news. Sputnik quoted staff of 
the United Nations Assistance Mis-
sion in Afghanistan (UNAMA) as 
saying that since Friday they have 
been receiving threatening messag-
es and they were “officially” asked 
to protect themselves against any 
possible attack. UNAMA offices and 
other international organisations in 
Afghanistan have warned their staff 
that “diplomatic missions in Kabul 
are on high alert after Taliban in-
telligence had informed them that a 
car loaded with explosives had suc-
cessfully infiltrated the Green Zone 
in Kabul which prompted the Saudis 
to evacuate their headquarters,” the 
news report added. (Agencies)

PARIS: Bahrain is behind a judicial and 
media attack against Qatar in France, 
an investigation by French newspaper 
Liberation has revealed. The news-
paper wrote: “The name of this small 
kingdom does not appear anywhere, 
but according to our investigations, the 
judicial and media attack against Qatar 
in France was remotely controlled from 
its capital, Manama.” The newspaper 
confirmed this through a member of 
parliament from the Vendee region, 
Philippe Latomb, of the MoDem party, 
and a journalist of Moroccan origin, Ra-
chid M’Barki, a broadcaster on BFMTV. 
M’Barki was temporarily suspended 
due to suspicions of external interfer-
ence and an investigation was opened 
after he would present content live on 
air which was not checked or edited by 
those responsible for his nightly news 
bulletins. In June 2017, Qatar joined 

its Gulf neighbours Saudi Arabia and 
the UAE in imposing a land, sea and 
air siege on Doha. This came to an end 
in January 2021, however relations be-
tween the countries have not returned 
to pre-siege levels.  In December 2022 it 
was revealed that the European Union 
Parliament has opened an official in-
vestigation into corruption cases and 
suspicions involving senior officials 
from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
to launch a smear campaign against 
Qatar coinciding with hosting the 2022 
FIFA World Cup. (Agencies)
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Israel minister threat-
ens to respond with 50 

missiles for every rocket 
fired from Gaza

Probe Launched After 
FedEx Cargo Plane Near-
ly Collides With South-

west Flight in Texas

TEL AVIV: Israel’s far-right Nation-
al Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir 
threatened to shower 50 missiles on 
Gaza in response to each missile fired 
from the Strip toward Israel. According 
to the Israeli newspaper Yedioth Ahro-
noth, Ben-Gvir said the Israeli response 
to Palestinian resistance attacks must 
be comprehensive. He said that he 
hopes that the government will imple-
ment his vision of responding to Hamas 
rockets, adding that he is optimistic 
and believes this will materialise. Pales-
tinian resistance groups fire rockets at 
Israel in response to its brutal ongoing 
occupation and attacks against Pales-
tinians both in the Strip and across the 
Occupied Palestinian Territories. The 
majority of rockets cause minimal ma-
terial damage and rarely lead to deaths.  
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: An airport is one of those 
places where maximum coordination 
of all services is required to avoid de-
lays and accidents. However, even in 
such a complex system, malfunctions 
can occur. The US National Transpor-
tation Safety Board recently launched 
an investigation after a FedEx cargo 
plane approaching a Texas airport 
came dangerously close to a Southwest 
Airlines jet preparing to take off from 
the tarmac. The safety board labeled 
the incident at Texas’ Austin-Berg-
strom International Airport “a possi-
ble runway incursion and overflight.” 
The Federal Aviation Administration 
detailed the near-collision mishap oc-
curred in poor visibility at 6:40 a.m. lo-
cal time, just as Austin airport dispatch 
cleared the FedEx Express Flight 1432 
to approach the runway. At the same 
time, a Southwest plane, a Boeing 737, 
was preparing to depart from the same 
runway. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Huge crowds of people have 
gathered in Istanbul Airport to volun-
teer in southeast Turkiye to help in the 
aftermath of the earthquakes. They 
hope to join over 24,000 search and 
rescue firefighters, doctors, soldiers 
and civilians who are searching the 
rubble for survivors. In the early hours 
of yesterday morning northern Syria 
and southern Turkiye were hit by a 7.8 
magnitude earthquake, followed by a 
second just hours later. The quakes de-
stroyed buildings, hospitals and bridges 
and electricity was cut. The latest death 
toll put the number of people dead at 
over 5,000. Thousands of people have 
nowhere to sleep and nothing to eat, 
whilst hospitals are overwhelmed. As 
well as ordinary citizen volunteers, the 
tragedy has elicited a global response, 
with countries across the world, from 

the US to Japan, sending engineers, 
medical workers, and aid workers to 
Turkiye. The EU has activated its Co-
pernicus satellite system to provide 
emergency mapping services and at 
least 13 member states have offered as-
sistance. Israel said it is ready to send 
aid and rescue teams to Turkiye and 
Syria, though Damascus has denied 
requesting help from the occupation 
state. Arab countries including Iraq 
and the UAE will also help the effort. 
(Agencies)

Volunteers stream into Istanbul airport to 
join rescue effort in Turkiye, Syria

Palestine: Schools to close due to bad weather

Finland Ready to Join NATO Without Sweden, 
Sources Claim


