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HATAY: The highway between the 
southern Turkish cities of Iskenderun 
and Antakya has been filled with 
an endless stream of vehicles rush-
ing to reach the devastated areas, 
among the worst hit by the disas-
trous 7.8-magnitude earthquake and 
its aftershocks that struck southern 
Turkey and northern Syria on Mon-
day. Volunteers headed to the cities, 
bringing with them supplies and hop-
ing to assist earthquake survivors and 
the families of victims. In Iskenderun 
on the Mediterranean coast, expan-
sive plumes of dark smoke emanat-
ed from a massive fire raging on the 
city’s port, which continued well into 
the night on Tuesday. Many buildings 
in the city centre have been razed to 
the ground or otherwise rendered 
uninhabitable by the earthquakes. 
Water had flooded into streets in the 
city centre while crews continued 
to shovel piles of debris from fall-
en apartments, a task that, despite 
the endurance and dedication of the 
rescue squads, seemed to continue 
at a snail’s pace given the scale of 
the damage. Elegant central areas of 

the Mediterranean city were nearly 
completely vacant. Lights sparkled 
from the apartments that were for-
tunate enough to escape too much 
damage from the earthquakes, but 
they seemed to be outnumbered 
by those that were dark and empty. 
Heading south through some of the 
most winding, mountainous parts of 
Hatay province, the road was busy 
with traffic. Innumerable ambulances 
blazed by a long stretch of passenger 
vehicles, buses, and trucks hauling 
equipment. The din of sirens contin-

ued unabated for hours. On the jour-
ney, a Turkish civil servant, his sister, 
and a dentist, who did not wish to be 
named, explained their reasons for 
travelling down. The sister was try-
ing to help relatives of her neighbour, 
who had lost three young grandchil-
dren in Antakya – the family was now 
stranded, unable to transport the bod-
ies for their funeral due to a shortage 
of petrol in the area. The scale of the 
destruction became apparent in the 
outskirts of Antakya, where many 
buildings had collapsed. (Agencies)

Devastation in Turkey’s Hatay as rescue workers arrive US behind Nord Stream sabotage  
– NYT journalist

MH17 probe suspended

Israel: hundreds of soldiers and reservists  
protest against Netanyahu’s legal reforms

Italian bakery to make bread with insect powder

NEW YORK: The Nord Stream pipe-
lines were destroyed last September 
by the US in a covert operation, Pulit-
zer Prize-winning investigative jour-
nalist Seymour Hersh has claimed. 
The legendary reporter made the 
bombshell revelation in an article 
posted to his newly launched blog on 
Substack on Wednesday. The explo-
sives were planted at the pipelines 
back in June 2022 by US Navy divers 
under the guise of the BALTOPS 22 
NATO exercise, Hersh reported, citing 
a source with direct knowledge of the 
operational planning. The journalist 
noted that he had reached out to the 
White House and CIA for comment, 
with both firmly rejecting the claim 
that the US “took out” the pipelines as 
“utterly false.” The bombs were deto-
nated three months later on Septem-
ber 26 with a remote signal sent by a 

sonar buoy. The buoy was dropped 
near the Nord Stream pipelines by 
a Norwegian Navy P8 surveillance 
plane, according to the report. The 
operation came to fruition following 
months of back-and-forth between the 
White House, CIA, and military, with 
officials focusing on how to leave no 
trace of US involvement in the attack. 
The planning process began back in 
December 2021, when a special task 
force was created with the direct par-
ticipation of US National Security 
Advisor Jake Sullivan. “The Navy pro-
posed using a newly commissioned 
submarine to assault the pipeline di-
rectly. The Air Force discussed drop-
ping bombs with delayed fuses that 
could be set off remotely. The CIA ar-
gued that whatever was done, it would 
have to be covert. Everyone involved 
understood the stakes,” (Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: Investigators behind 
the criminal probe into the July 2014 
downing of Malaysian flight MH17 
over eastern Ukraine said on Wednes-
day they had not been able to find 
sufficient evidence that could lead to 
new prosecutions and are therefore 
suspending the investigation. The Joint 
Investigation Team (JIT) stressed, how-
ever, that the case will be resumed if 
new information comes to light. “The 
investigation has now reached its lim-
it. All leads have been exhausted,” said 
Dutch prosecutor Digna van Boetze-
laer as the JIT issued its latest report 
on the tragic incident. According to 
the JIT, the Malaysian Boeing was shot 
down by a BUK surface-to-air missile. 
In their report, the team claims there 
are “strong indications” that the air de-
fense system was provided to anti-Kiev 

rebels in the Donetsk People’s Republic 
(DPR) on the personal orders of Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin. They ad-
mit, however, that there is not enough 
information to meet the “high bar of 
complete and conclusive evidence,” 
which is why the investigation cannot 
make any definitive accusations. The 
team also stated that it has been unable 
to confirm the identities of the Russian 
officers believed to have been operat-
ing the BUK system allegedly respon-
sible for the tragic incident. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: Hundreds of serving sol-
diers and reservists have set off on 
a protest march in Israel in protest 
against the judicial reforms proposed 
by the far-right government of Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The 
Israel Defence Forces personnel 
launched their three-day march from 
Latrun this morning, and plan to end it 
outside the Supreme Court on Friday. 
“I hope that we will manage to some-
how hold it back, and insert some 
sense into this gang of out-of-touch 
people who are leading the judicial 
overhaul,” Retired Major General Tal 
Russo told Ynet news. “They are out 
of touch and dangerous.” Proposed 
by Justice Minister Yariv Levin, the 
reforms would be the most radical 

change in the system of government in 
Israel. The proposed changes will se-
verely limit the power of the Supreme 
Court, give the government the power 
to choose judges and end the appoint-
ment by the Attorney General of legal 
advisers to ministries. Moreover, if the 
legislation is passed by the Knesset, 
Netanyahu and any other politicians 
facing criminal charges will not be 
liable to prosecution. The prime min-
ister has been indicted on corruption 
charges, although he denies all of the 
allegations against him. The soldiers’ 
protest march comes after thousands 
of people took to the streets in Israeli 
cities on Saturday for a fifth straight 
week to protest against the planned 
judicial overhaul. (Agencies)

ROME: An Italian bakery plans to sell 
loaves of bread made with powder from 
processed crickets. The news comes 
after the European Commission ruled 
last month that partially defatted and 
powdered house crickets (acheta do-
mesticus) can be marketed and sold as 
ingredients in food in the EU. The pow-
der is sometimes used as an additive to 
make the products richer with protein. 
Enrico Murdocco, a chef who runs Tell-
ia, a local restaurant chain in Turin, told 
Italian media on Monday that he ex-
perimented with a mixture of Sicilian 
grain during baking tests to “soften the 
flavor” of the insect power. Newspaper 
Corriere della Sera quoted him as say-
ing that he was especially happy with 
“the crust and the range of flavors.” He 
said the taste reminded him of hazel-
nut. Murdocco expects EU regulators 
to allow a local farm, which imports 
cricket powder from Vietnam and sells 
it as animal food, to also make pow-

der tailored for human consumption. 
“I want to put my bread in production 
at the beginning of March,” the chef 
explained. He added that due to the 
higher production costs and because 
the bread would be custom-made, the 
price would be around €18-20 ($19-22) 
per kilogram. “I am aware that it will 
be a niche product.” Processed crickets 

are already used as ingredients in some 
EU countries. Falco, a company based 
in Alife, southern Italy sells crackers 
made with cricket powder. “You may 
be creeped out by the thought of eating 
insects, but cricket is actually the new 
health food that can be conveniently 
hidden in delicious products,” the com-
pany says on its website. (Agencies)

China wants its balloon back

Millions face threat of flooding from glacial lakes

WASHINGTON: The Chinese Foreign 
Ministry has requested that President 
Joe Biden’s administration return de-
bris from the air balloon that the US 
military shot down off America’s east 
coast on Saturday, saying the aircraft 
“belongs to China.” Speaking at a press 
briefing on Tuesday, ministry spokes-
woman Mao Ning was asked whether 
Beijing had asked for the balloon debris 
to be returned. “The airship does not 
belong to the US,” she said. “It belongs 
to China.” Ning’s comments came 
three days after a US fighter jet shot 
down the balloon – alleged by Amer-
ican officials to be a spying airship – 
off the coast of South Carolina. Biden 
faced fierce criticism for allowing the 
balloon to cross the continent, and pass 
over a nuclear missile site and other 
sensitive military assets, before bring-
ing it down. The Chinese Foreign Min-
istry insisted on Friday that the balloon 
was a civilian meteorological research 
airship that entered US airspace inad-

vertently after being blown off course. 
Ning said some US politicians and 
media outlets “hyped” the incident to 
“attack and smear China,” but declined 
to provide any more details about the 
airship on Tuesday. “The Chinese side 
has given information about the un-
manned airship on several occasions,” 
Ning said. “I don’t have anything to 
add at the moment.” She added that 
the US government failed to respond 
in a “calm and professional manner,” 
instead overreacting to an incident 
that posed no security threat and didn’t 
endanger any Americans. US Senator 
Steve Daines, a Montana Republican, 
speculated that Chinese officials sent 
the balloon across North America to 
probe Washington’s response. “This 
was really more of a trial balloon by 
the Chinese,” Daines told Fox News on 
Monday. He added that Biden was “in-
decisive,” projecting weakness. “It was 
exactly what the Chinese wanted to see 
happen.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Up to 15 million people 
face risk of catastrophic flooding from 
glacial lakes which could burst their 
natural dams at any moment, a new 
study finds. The study led by Newcastle 
University is the first global attempt to 
map potential hotspots for such floods. 
As the climate warms, glaciers retreat 
and meltwater collects, forming lakes. 
The impact of global warming on gla-
cial lake floods is yet to be defined, but 
it has increased both the volume and 
number of glacial lakes worldwide. The 
study published in the journal Nature 
Communications assessed the condi-
tions of lakes and the number of people 
living downstream from them, which 
has also increased significantly. ‘There 
are a large number of people globally 
exposed to the impacts of these floods,” 
said Rachel Carr, a glaciologist at New-
castle University and an author on the 
paper. “It could happen at any point - 
that’s what makes them particularly 

dangerous, because it’s hard to predict 
exactly when they will happen.” The 
authors say those facing the greatest 
threat live in mountainous countries in 
Asia and South America. People living 
in India, Pakistan, Peru and China ac-
count for over half of those at risk. In 
Asia, around one million people live 
within just 10km of a glacial lake. “It’s 
how close people are to those lakes, 
and their capacity to respond to the di-
saster that’s important,” said Dr Carr. 
(Agencies)

 India will buy oil 
‘from wherever is  

beneficial’  
energy minister 

NEW DELHI: India will continue to 
import oil from suppliers it deems reli-
able, despite mounting pressure from 
the West to stop buying the commodi-
ty from Russia, according to the coun-
try’s energy minister, Hardeep Singh 
Puri. In an interview with CNBC, Puri 
said New Delhi “didn’t allow the geo-
political turbulence or the pandemic 
or anything else to come in the way of 
our ability to supply to our consumer.” 
The minister added that India has no 
plans to change this approach. “Today 
we feel confident that we’ll be able to 
use our market to source from wher-
ever we have to, from wherever we get 
beneficial terms… Beneficial terms in 
this situation is: you have to be sure 
of your supplies,” Puri explained. In-
dia significantly increased purchases 
of Russian oil last year, taking advan-
tage of steep discounts that Moscow 
offered to attract new buyers amid 
Western sanctions. India recently be-
came Russia’s top importer of crude, 
while Russia also outpaced India’s 
former largest suppliers, Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq, in terms of delivery volumes. 
New Delhi’s oil imports from Russia 
surged to a five-month high in Decem-
ber, and some 70% of January’s car-
goes of Russian oil were also destined 
for India. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: As many as 91,000 
children under the age of five in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa missed polio 
drops during the seven-day police 
vaccination drive started on January 
16 in the province, disclosed a report 
of the health department. The report 
said that more than 71530 children 
were not present at their houses at 
the time of vaccination in 36 districts 
of the province while 20305 parent 
refused to administer polio drops to 
their children. It said that a target of 
vaccinating 7.459 million children 
was set for the week-long campaign 
out of which 7.455 million children 
were given the anti-polio drops and 
vitamin-A. It said that majority of 
the refusal cases were reported 
from Peshawar where 7,352 parents 

refused to get their children vacci-
nated. Similarly, 10,898 children 
were not present at home during 
the visit of polio teams. North Wa-
ziristan was the second district of 
the province where 2919 parents re-
fused polio vaccination to their chil-
dren, followed by Bannu with 2251 
refusal cases. The other districts of 
refusal cases included Charsadda 
with 215 cases, DI Khan 1674 cas-
es, Hangu nine cases, Haripur two 
cases, Karak 742 case, Khyber 206 
cases, Kohat 161 cases, Lakki Mar-
wat 1437 cases, Mardan 934 cases, 
Mohmand 1241 cases, Nowshera 
220 cases, Swabi 400 cases, Swat 
five cases, Tank 304 cases, Torghar 
four cases and South Waziristan 
229. The report further said that 

1144 vulnerable children missed the 
dose in Abbottabad, 2929 in Bajaur, 
4622 in Bannu, 639 in Batagram, 
887 in Buner, 3772 in Charsadda, 
735 in Chitral Lower, 721 in Chitral 
Upper, 8294 in DI Khan, 3720 in Dir 
Lower, 784 in Dir Upper, 986 in Han-
gu, 1422 in Haripur, 1814 in Karak, 
2976 in Khyder, 1539 in Kohat, 50 in 
Kohistan Lower, 144 in Kohistan Ko-
histan Upper, two in Kolaipalas, 891 
in Kurram, 2858 Lakki Marwat, 1266 
Malakand, 2779 in Mansehra, 3470 
in Mardan, 3553in Mohmand, 4628 
in Nowshera, 380 in Orakzai, 18250 
in Peshawar, 335 in Shangla, 2625 in 
Swabi, 6084 in Swat, 2042 in Tank, 
79 in Torghar, 4589 in North Wa-
ziristan and 826 in South Waziristan. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Green Youth Move-
ment Club of Khyber Medical Univer-
sity (KMU) Peshawar on Wednesday 
organized a green seminar at Dr. Ha-
feez Ullah Auditorium, where Vice 
Chancellor Prof. Dr. Zia ul Haq was 
the chief guest. The event was attend-
ed by Shafiq Gaggiani, the founder 
of Enlight Lab, as the guest speaker, 
while the focal person of KMU Green 
Youth Movement, Mujeebur Reh-
man, and a large number of faculty 
and students were also present at the 

occasion. The event started with an 
open mic session in which students 
expressed their views and ideas on 
the two themes of the Green Youth 
Movement, Eco-tourism and Agricul-
ture. In the event, a debate competi-
tion was also held among the students 
on the importance of Green Pakistan. 
The focal person of KMU Green 
Youth Movement, Mujeebur Rehman 
informed the participants of the sem-
inar about the objectives of the Green 
Youth Movement and the impact of 
climate change on Pakistan. Shafiq 
Gaggiani, the founder of Enlight 
Lab, informed the participants about 
his website flood.pk and gave an in-
depth analysis of last year’s floods. 
At the end of the ceremony, Prof. Dr. 
Zia ul Haq while appreciating the per-
formance and services of the Green 
Youth Movement expressed the hope 
that as a result of the efforts of this 

movement, where there will be op-
portunities to deal with floods, it can 
also combat the damaging effects of 
climate change. He said that KMU is 
not only focusing on the improvement 
of the quality of knowledge and re-
search, but we also provide practical 
training in this regard along with cre-
ating awareness among our students 
to deal with the challenges faced in 
various fields of life. He said that the 
pollution of the environment can be 
eliminated by large-scale planting on 
one side and on the other hand, we 
can also secure and improve the fu-
ture of our new generations. During 
the ceremony, under the auspices of 
the KMU Green Youth Movement 
Club, a tree plantation campaign was 
also launched in the university in the 
name of My Tree, during this drive; 
every student enrolled in the univer-
sity will plant at least one tree. (APP)

91,000 children missed polio drops, 20,000 parents refused vaccination

KMU launches Green Pakistan Tree Plantation campaign

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 277 280

China Yuan 40.72 41.12

Japanese Yen 2 2.16

Saudi Riyal 72.2 73.9

U.A.E Dirham 75.3 76

UK Pound 331 334.2

Euro 294.7 297.7

Australian Dollar 191.3 193.7

Canadian Dollar 205 207.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
199,960

Rs 
183,296

Rs 
174,965

Rs 
149,970

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
171,433

Rs 
157,147

Rs 
150,004

Rs 
128,575

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,143 Rs 15,715 Rs 15,000 Rs 12,858

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
486,007

Rs 
445,504

Rs 
425,256

Rs 
364,505

Chief Secretary calls on Governor

One person killed in grenade attack  
at home in Swabi

Senior journalists, president CTJF grieved

Rain, wind and isolated hailstorm  
predicted in KP

PPP delegation from Chitral calls on Kundi

Pesco notifies power suspension  
on various feeders

PHC annoyed on delay in resolution of Panj 
Tirath temple property issue

Two brothers wanted in alleged double 
murders case arrested

Minister for quality completion of  
communication projects in southern districts

SP visits different localities to review security situation

Effective action of Bhana Mari Police against 
street crime, dangerous bandits arrested

PESHAWAR: Newly appointed Chief 
Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Imdadullah Bosal on Wednesday 
called on Governor, Haji Ghulam 
Ali here at Governor’s House. At 
the meeting, both discussed matters 
pertaining to the administrative af-

fairs of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
good governance. The governor 
felicitated Imdadullah Bosal on as-
suming charge of the Chief Secre-
tary and expressed well wishes for 
him, said a statement issued from 
the Governor’s House. (APP)

PESHAWAR: One person killed, anoth-
er seriously injured in hand grenade 
attack in Swabi village on Wednesday. 
The incident occurred in Kala village, 
where two individuals were reportedly 
injured. The medical team from Rescue 
1122 arrived on the scene and trans-

ferred the injured to the hospital. Upon 
arrival, doctors confirmed that Inayat 
(40) had passed away, while providing 
first aid to Asif Umar (30). Both victims 
are believed to be from the same family. 
The motive behind the attack remains 
unknown. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Father of the senior 
journalist, bureau chief of private 
news channel News-1, and presi-
dent of Crimes & Terrorism Jour-
nalists Forum (CTJF), Azamat Gul 

passes away on Wednesday. His 
funeral prayers will be offered at 
his ancestral Shergarh city of the 
district Mardan at 8:00 P.M today. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted that rain-wind/
thunderstorm with snowfall over the 
hills associated with moderate to iso-
lated heavy rainfall and snowfall is 
expected in Chitral, Lower & Upper 
Dir, Bajaur, Malakand, Swat, Bun-
er, Shangla, Kohistan, Battagram, 
Torghar, Mansehra, Abbottabad, 
Haripur, Kurram and Khyber dis-
tricts.It said rain-wind/thunderstorm 
with isolated hailstorm is expected 
in Swabi, Mardan, Nowshera, Pesha-
war, Charsadda, Mohmand, Orakzai, 
Hangu, Karak, Kohat, Bannu, Lakki 
Marwat, Tank, Dera Ismail Khan, 
North & South Waziristan districts. 
Moderate to heavy snowfall may 
disrupt and cause closure of road in 
Chitral, Dir, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra and 
Abbottabad districts during the fore-
cast period. The rain may also trig-
ger landslides in vulnerable areas of 
Chitral, Swat, Shangla, Buner, Ko-
histan, Battagram, Torghar, Manseh-

ra and Abbottabad districts during 
the forecast period. It may also cause 
occasional reduction in visibility 
due to heavy rainfall and snowfall. 
The center advised the tourists to 
remain extra cautious during the 
forecast period and avoid unnec-
essary traveling. During the last 24 
hours cold and dry weather occurred 
over most districts of the province, 
while very cold in upper districts 
and hilly areas. However, drizzle/
light rain occurred at D.I. Khan. The 
maximum and minimum tempera-
tures recorded in centigrade at dif-
ferent stations of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa were Peshawar City 24/06, 
Chitral 11/02, Timergara 21/04, Dir 
18/-02, Mirkhani 13/-02, Kalam 10/-
09, Drosh 13/03, Saidu Sharif 21/02, 
Pattan 18/07, Malam Jabba 06/-02, 
Takht Bhai 24/05, Kakul 17/01, Bal-
akot 21/03, Parachinar 16/-04, Bannu 
24/05, Cherat 11/04, D.I. Khan 26/10. 
The minimum temperatures record-
ed in the province were, Kalam -09 C 
and Parachinar -0�4 C.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A delegation from Chi-
tral led by former provincial minister 
Saleem Khan on Wednesday met with 
Special Assistant to the Prime Minis-
ter on Poverty Alleviation and Social 
Safety, Faisal Karim Kundi and Min-
ister of State Muhammad Ali Shah 
Bacha to discuss the issues in District 
Upper and Lower Chitral. The dele-
gation discussed the electrification of 
Upper Chitral, the inclusion of poor 
families in the Benazir Income Sup-

port Program, work on three major 
roads of Chitral, and other public is-
sues in the meeting that took place in 
Islamabad. The ministers spoke with 
Pesco and NHA officials regarding 
the electricity and road issues and 
assured the delegation that the prob-
lems will be solved. The delegation 
also discussed preparations for the 
upcoming election and the People’s 
Party’s positive role in solving the 
problems of the people. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Wednes-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Dalazak-Nosheh-
ra Transmission Line on 9th February 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. resultantly consumers of 
132 KV Dalazak and Shahi Bagh grid 
connected with 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. It said that power sup-
ply will also remain suspended from 
132 KV Dobiyan Grid Station on 9th 
February from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. due 
to which consumers of 11 KV Ghum-
bat, Sodher, Daggar, Economic Zone 
1, Ghamra feeders will face inconve-
nience. The power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Haripur-Have-
lian Transmission Line on 9th Febru-
ary from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. resultantly 
consumers of 132 KV Balakot, Muzaf-

arabad and Noseri grid connected with 
11 KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Muzafarabad-Rampu-
ra Transmission Line on 9th February 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. resultantly con-
sumer of 132 KV Balakot, Mansehra , 
Muzafarbad and Noseri grid connected 
11 KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Bannu Grid Station on 
9th, 13th and 16th February 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. resultantly consumers connected 
with 11 KV Fatemakhel 1 feeders will 
face inconvenience. Likewise, the pow-
er supply will remain suspended from 
66 KV Kuram Ghari Grid Station on 
9th, 13th and 16th February from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. resultantly consumers of 66 
KV Kuram Ghari grid connected 11 KV 
feeders will face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A two-member bench 
of Peshawar High Court (PHC) on 
Wednesday expressed annoyance at 
Auqaf and Archeology departments 
for delay in resolving the issue of 
historic Panj Tirath temple property 
here. The bench comprising Chief 
Justice Qaiser Rasheed Khan and 
Justice Ejaz Anwer questioned the 
performance of officers of the two 
departments, adding that they were 
ignorant of the billions of rupees pre-
cious property located in the middle of 
the city. Chief Justice Qaiser Rasheed 
remarked that the officers of Arche-
ology and Auqaf departments were 
responsible for the issue and warned 
that the court would have to take 
action against them. He directed Dr 

Samad to immediately visit Chacha 
Younas Park and take action against 
illegal armed persons in the park and 
vacate it from encroachment. Earlier, 
an officer of Archeology department, 
Dr Samad informed the court that 
the district administration was delay-
ing the matter as it agreed to provide 
one kanal and 11 Marla of land for 
the temple while actually the temple 
site was located on an area of five ka-
nals and 11 Marlas. He said that they 
could not visit the park as the armed 
persons were deployed inside the 
park and could attack the officials of 
the department. Dr Samad said until 
now the issues of gate and area have 
been resolved and requested further 
time for a complete resolution. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Urmar Police Sta-
tion on Wednesday arrested two 
brothers wanted in an alleged dou-
ble murder case. According to police 
spokesman, the two accused were 
wanted for two and a half years on 
charges of murder and attempt to 
murder. The alleged accused killed 

Nabi Gul, his son Abrar and other 
members of a family on July 13, 2020 
over a property dispute and moved to 
an unknown location, the spokesman 
informed. The weapons have also 
been recovered from the alleged ac-
cused. Further investigation was un-
derway. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
caretaker Minister for Communica-
tion and Works, Muhammad Ali Shah 
on Wednesday chaired a meeting held 
to review ongoing development proj-
ects in southern districts of the prov-
ince here at the Committee Room of 
the Communication Department. The 
meeting was briefed in detail about on-
going projects of link roads, highways 
and other sectors in southern districts. 
The officers concerned told the minis-
ter that scores of schemes have been 
completed in Kurram, Kohat, Hangu, 
Parachinar and adjacent southern 
districts, however due to shortage of 
funds some of the projects were affect-

ed. The caretaker minister directed for 
quality completion of the projects by 
utilizing all available resources saying 
that roads and bridges damaged and 
destroyed by last year’s floods should 
be completed on a priority basis. He 
said the Federal government would be 
contacted for the release of funds for 
the halted projects. He said providing 
relief to the people despite limited re-
sources was our priority adding that 
no compromise would be made on 
the quality work. He directed that line 
departments should speed up the on-
going work on development projects 
and special emphasis should be laid 
on completion of highways. (APP)

PESHAWAR: SP Rural Zafar Ahmed 
Khan on Wednesday visited different 
localities across the city to review the 
security situation. Talking to media, 
SP Rural said that the purpose of his 
visit was to review the present secu-
rity situation besides checking the 
installed CCTV in various localities 
of the city. Zafar Ahmed Khan on this 
occasion directed the police person-

nel on duty to ensure the use of jacket 
helmets besides their official weapons. 
SP Rural also examined the CCTV 
cameras while talking to the accused 
in police custody. The SP made it clear 
that in view of the ongoing situation, 
strict security arrangements should be 
made at the Police Station entrance 
gate, rooftop and other security points. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Bhana Mari Police Sta-
tion has taken action against street 
crime by succeeding in arresting dan-
gerous bandits involved in crimes of 
snatching at gun points. The Police par-
ty in a very effective action succeeded in 
arresting dangerous bandits from vari-
ous localities across provincial capital 
Peshawar including Kohat Road, Kotla 
Mohsin Khan, Qamuddin Garhi Bridge 
and nearby areas. The accused is a res-
ident of Wako Pul (Grassy Bridge) area 
situated over Kohat Road, along with 
other gang of criminals used to snatch 

motorcycles and mobiles etc. from cit-
izens at gunpoint and escape. The ar-
rested accused belongs to an organized 
gang, a Police official confirmed. The 
arrested accused has revealed several 
incidents of robbery during the initial 
investigation, three motorcycles seized 
from the possession of the accused and 
weapons used in various incidents have 
also been recovered. During the inves-
tigation, the accused has also identified 
other accomplices, for the purpose of 
their arrest, a special team has been 
formed. (APP)
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The negotiations with the IMF continue, but a particular as-
pect to monitor over the coming days is the final decision on 
the fate of the Baloki and the Haveli Bahadur Shah power 
plants. There have been positive indicators from Finance Min-
ister Dar’s meeting with Qatar officials that this sale might 
be a simpler proposition than loss-making state entities such 
as the PIA and Pakistan Steel Mills. Both power plants have 
a generation capacity of around 1230MW, which makes them 
an interesting proposition for any prospective buyer. For Qa-
tar, the prospect becomes all the more lucrative since the two 
plants are run on LNG, of which Qatar is one of the world’s 
largest suppliers. Our relationship with LNG and the way sup-
ply lines have been handled has left a lot to be desired, and 
the privatisation of these power plants might actually lead to 
improved operations. However, we have seen the government 
delay key decisions like this in the past, and hope that the two 
power plants will not be treated the same way. The fact that 
this is a key demand of the IUMF and there is an expectation 
that the staff-level agreement might be signed by February 
9th means there is little time to delay. The most immediate 
order of business would be to finalise the amendments to the 
take-and-pay arrangement in the take-or-pay commitment in 
the Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) and Gas Supply Agree-
ment (GSA). But beyond the two power plants, there are also 
a whole host of loss-making state entities under discussion in 
these talks. The fate of PIA, and Pakistan Steel Mills is still 
unclear, although the narrative seems to have shifted from 
‘privatise’ to ‘reduce losses’ for now. What is becoming clear 
is that the government’s lacklustre performance in any com-
mercial endeavour all but indicates that other state-owned 
businesses might also have to be privatised eventually.

LNG Plants

If the latest press reports are anything 
to go by, the final contours of the the-
aterisation plans (two land-centric the-
atres, an air defense command, and 
a maritime theatre command), which 
seek to integrate the Army, Navy, and 
Indian Air Force and their resources 
into specific theatre commands, have 
been drawn up. The plans will be put 
into shape shortly. But then, of the 
three services, the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) has been apprehensive about 
the proposed theaterisation. IAF Chief, 
Chief Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari, 
has been on record to have questioned 
what he says, “the methodology and 
the kind of structures that need to 
be future-ready” while supporting in 
principle the need for “the integration 
process.” He said, “Each service has a 
doctrine. The doctrinal aspects of the 
IAF should not be compromised in 
any way by the new structures.” On 
the eve of the Air Force Day in Octo-
ber, he had argued that while no single 
service can win wars on its own and 
“this holds good even for the future,” 
the air power has the “unique capa-
bility” of undertaking independent 
strategic operations as well as opera-
tions coordinated with sister services. 
Chaudhari’s essential point is that the 
IAF has updated its doctrine, accord-
ing to which it is not the Air Force but 
the “Aerospace Force.” He said, “We 
see space as a natural extension of the 
air medium, and we understand the 
need to exploit this domain…Space-
based assets significantly enhance 
the potency of air power. Therefore, 
our strategy is to fully integrate our 
air and space capabilities to have a 
common picture of the aerospace me-
dium and to enable optimum force 
application…..Traditionally, wars were 
fought on land, sea, and in air. Newer 
domains like cyber and space are in-
creasingly affecting operations, even 
in the traditional realms …..To absorb 
these changes, the IAF is on the path 
of transformation so that we can fight 
and win tomorrow’s wars.” To put it 
differently, the Air Chief is worried 
that in the name of jointness, the de-
cision-making chains from the exist-
ing levels should not be altered in the 

space and cyber domains. However, 
strictly speaking, India still has an Air 
Force, not an Aerospace Force. India’s 
closest Aerospace Force is the Defence 
Space Agency (DSA), which was cre-
ated in 2019 by integrating space as-
sets from the army, navy, and air force. 
It took over the then-existing Defense 
Imagery Processing and Analysis Cen-
tre and the Defence Satellite Control 
Centre. It reportedly has a staff of some 
200 officers drawn from the three ser-
vices, commanded by an air force 
officer. Its primary focus is “on using 
communications and reconnaissance 
satellites to integrate intelligence and 
fires across the range of Indian military 
assets, indicating a firm understanding 
of the necessity of access to space.” 
However, the DSA is still a work in 
progress. It is yet to become fully op-
erational. It is to be located in Delhi 
and should work closely with the De-
fense Research Development Organi-
zation (DRDO) and ISRO to integrate 
military assets, surveillance platforms 
such as the AWACS and AEW&C, and 
commercial and military satellites for 
intelligence sharing across all three 
services. The US created one in 2019. 
The space force became a new military 
branch to protect the nation’s satellites 
and other space assets, vital to every-
thing from national security to day-
to-day communications. The United 
Kingdom, France, Germany, Canada, 
and Japan have followed suit. China’s 
“Strategic Support Force,” established 
in 2015, takes care of its space assets 
And Russia 2015 has dedicated “Rus-
sian Aerospace Forces.” Most of these 
countries have ASAT (Anti-satellite 
weapons) designed to incapacitate or 
destroy satellites for strategic military 
purposes. Experts increasingly real-
ize that a modern air force does need 
space assets to support it. All told, air 
(atmosphere) and space (where there 
is no air) are a continuum of the same 
medium: the vertical medium. As one 
goes higher, only the characteristics 
of the medium change (even within 
the atmosphere where the density of 
air keeps changing) with altitude and 
not its basic form and intrinsic quality. 
This reality bestows upon air power 

and space (in other words, aerospace) 
the unique quality that can influence 
and control the surface forces by it-
self, its resources, capabilities, and 
systems, but the reverse is not true. 
In other words, surface forces cannot 
influence and control aerospace pow-
er except possibly in minimal termi-
nal defenses. The vertical medium 
bestows aerospace a unique strategic 
capability and advantage for war-win-
ning compared to the other medium in 
which land and naval forces operate. 
Air Force veterans have got the point 
when they argue that while the land 
and naval forces were historically the 
prime expression of a country’s mil-
itary power (the ultimate instrument 
of the state), the growth of aerospace 
power has altered that. Secondly, the 
exploitation of space capabilities has 
become as critical for national security 
and defense as air power. If a country 
without air power is highly vulnerable 
to one with it, the same is true with 
Space capabilities. The dynamics that 
govern the employment of air power 
are equally applicable to space: defen-
sive capabilities, offensive capabilities, 
deterrence, etc. As with air forces op-
erating at low levels needing to alter 
their abilities and tactics if required 
to use at high altitudes, the same is 
the case with operations in space. 
Once space began to be exploited for 
military purposes after the 1957 Sovi-
et Sputnik launch, the US and USSR 
built capabilities and assets on the 
same principles as air power. After all, 
satellites are vital to modern warfare 
as they are a crucial communication 
link for ground, sea, and airborne as-
sets, requiring sufficient data for voice 
and communication. Thirdly, there is 
now a third component of aerospace 
power in a country. And that is the eco-
nomic/scientific one. The current size 
of the global space economy stands at 
about $500 billion. However, India ac-
counts for only about 2% of the space 
economy, with the potential to capture 
9% of the global market share by 2030.
(...to be continued)

Courtesy: The Eur Asian Times

PALESTINE is a rich and diverse coun-
try with a long history and deep roots 
in land and traditions. It is located in 
the eastern Mediterranean region, 
comprising the Gaza Strip along the 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea, the 
West Bank in the west of the Jordan 
River, and parts of modern-day Israel. 
For thousands of years, the State of 
Palestine has been a focal point of ma-
jor historical events. Palestine, being a 
land of the three monotheistic faiths, 
Christianity, Islam and Judaism, is also 
home to great biblical sites including 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque, the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque in Jerusalem, the Tomb 
of Abraham in Hebron, the Church of 
the Holy Sepulchre and the Church of 
the Nativity in Bethlehem. The unique 
heritage and customs of Palestine 
make it one of the most interesting 
and fascinating places, not only in the 
Middle East but in the whole world as 
well. “Palestine’s culture is a reflection 
of the diverse peoples who have lived 
there throughout history, including 
Arabs, Armenians, Canaanites, Eu-
ropeans, Greeks, Hebrews, Romans, 
Samaritans, Turks, Nabateans, and 
nomadic tribes.” One of the most no-
table aspects of Palestinian culture is 

its wonderful hospitality and cuisine. 
Palestine is known for its warm and 
welcoming people, reflected in their 
rituals and traditions, and its delicious 
and flavourful cuisine blending Medi-
terranean, Middle Eastern, and Bed-
ouin influences. Some popular Pales-
tinian dishes include falafel, hummus, 
tabouli, and kebabs. Palestine boasts 
world-class educational institutions, 
such as An-Najah National University, 
Birzeit University in Ramallah and the 
Arab American University in Jenin, 
that contribute to the country’s thriv-
ing intellectual and artistic communi-
ties. In spite of the difficult conditions 
that Palestinians are compelled to live 
in, there is still a wonderful energy that 
brings people together across the en-
tire region, from Bethlehem to Jaba, 
from the mountains to the orchards. 
Given that the vast majority of Pales-
tinians are refugees living in the dias-
pora outside of historic Palestine, the 
main focus of the state is achieving 
recognition as a sovereign nation and 
securing the right of return for Pales-
tinian refugees. Their main objective 
is to secure international recognition 
of the State of Palestine and to resolve 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict through 

peaceful means. In order to do so, the 
Palestinian leadership has sought to 
establish diplomatic relations with 
other countries around the world, 
particularly in the MENA region. It 
has also built its alliance with Paki-
stan to gain support for its cause. The 
relationship between Palestine and 
Pakistan is one of mutual support, co-
operation and solidarity. Palestine has 
consistently expressed support for the 
Kashmir issue and Pakistan has stead-
fastly supported the establishment of 
an independent Palestinian State and 
does not recognize the State of Israel 
in accordance with its pro-Palestinian 
philosophy.” Since the establishment 
of diplomatic ties in 1988, Pakistan 
and Palestine have worked together 
in various international forums to sup-
port each other’s causes. Pakistan has 
consistently supported Palestine’s bid 
for statehood and full membership in 
the United Nations and has also pro-
vided economic and humanitarian as-
sistance, including aid to Palestinian 
refugees, support for the Palestinian 
economy and assistance in the recon-
struction of the Gaza Strip following 
conflicts.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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Indian Air Force ‘Unhappy’ With Plan To Merge With Army & Navy; 
Why Theaterisation Could Leave IAF Behind China?

— By Prakash Nanda

Pakistan and Palestine’s unbreakable bond
— By Engr Qaiser Nawab

BACK in 1999, in the aftermath of 
the coup coordinated from a cock-
pit, I found myself among a tiny mi-
nority of compadres and confrères 
who were appalled by the nature and 
inclinations of the second Nawaz 
Sharif administration, but nonethe-
less perturbed by the prospect of a 
fourth military dictatorship. Given 
the Sharif government’s drift towards 
religious law under a purported amir-
ul momineen, it’s not surprising that 
many of those inclined towards a 
liberal outlook saw someone who 
might end that. “Enlightened mod-
eration” sounded like something 
they could live with. The preceding 
four decades should have rung a few 
alarm bells, though. More than half 
of that period had involved military 
rule, and none of those historical 
phases had ended well. The second 
had concluded with the nation’s bi-
furcation; the third had begun with 
the persecution and eventually the 
execution of its first democratically 
elected prime minister. What were 
the chances that Pakistan would be 
fourth time lucky? Pervez Musharraf 
came across as someone who repre-
sented a break with the proclivities 
of his uniformed predecessors. He 
was clearly no Zia. But was that likely 
to be enough? Wasn’t repeated mili-
tary rule one of the country’s biggest 
problems? What were the chances of 
someone from that ilk proving to be 
a panacea? Sure, the Sharifs deserve 
some credit for that perception. And 
they are not alone. Popular disen-
chantment with the preceding PPP 
administration had been so profound 
that in 1996 all too many of the party 
faithful saw no sense in voting. The 
result was a massive majority for the 
PML-N based on a minuscule turn-
out. It was nonetheless a mandate, 
and ignoring it was a constitutional 
violation. There is no way of know-
ing how the post-Zia era might have 
proceeded without constant military 
interference. What if Benazir Bhutto 
had not been obliged to accept hold-
overs such as Ghulam Ishaq as presi-
dent and Sahibzada Yaqub as foreign 

minister? Sadly, some said she might 
have been willing to coexist with Zia, 
if necessary, and later Musharraf as a 
conduit back to power. A case, appar-
ently, of exploding mangoes slayed 
the first possibility, and her own trag-
ic assassination put paid to the sec-
ond. By then she was sadly parading 
herself as a more reliable partner for 
Washington than Musharraf. Not for 
the first time, the US saw Musharraf 
as a military dictator they could do 
business with. And he was happy to 
reciprocate, including by offering 
up for Guantánamo Bay. Billions of 
dollars poured into the country, all 
too many of them going straight to 
the military. Sure, there was more 
than a bit of irony in the fact that Pa-
kistan’s military regime in 2001 was 
supposed to combat precisely the sort 
of insurgents it had backed, again at 
America’s behest, through the 1980s. 
Among those thrilled by the advent of 
Musharraf was Imran Khan. He later 
changed his mind when the military 
ruler laughed off the ex-cricketer’s 
idea of a route to prime ministership. 
Musharraf’s successors eventually 
proved less sensible, before they saw 
the folly of their ways. Throughout 
his nine years in power, Mu  s h arraf 
frequently criticised his civilian pre-
decessors but hardly mentioned the 
fallow tenures of previous military 
dictators. After all, despite ersatz 
electoral exercises, the military was 
his primary constituency. He spoke 
often of ‘real democracy’, but never 
acknowledged that he was part of its 
antithesis. His turbulent tenure was 
packed with a broad range of con-
tradictions, but it ultimately adds up 
to the conclusion that, whatever the 
problems (and they are legion), mil-
itary rule — or, for that matter, inter-
ference from the sidelines — is never 
a solution. The plethora of politicians 
who have sought to guide Pakistan’s 
destiny since 1947 have by and large 
fallen short. We’ll never know the 
extent to which they might have per-
formed better without the army as-
suming the role of the final arbiter.
Courtesy: DAWN

The last dictator?
— By Mahir ALi

CNG Stations
I would like to share my humble 
opinion regarding the decision to 
CNG Station’s closure in Pesha war 
& other cities of KPK. It is a com-
mendable decision by the dis trict 
administration of Peshawar in col-
laboration with SNGPL Pe shawar. 
Domestic consumers are suffering 
in these freezing winters due to no 
or low pressure in most parts of Pe-
shawar. A significant improvement 
is observed since 01 January’23 af-

ter the CNG sta tions were closed 
after the imposi tion of Section 
144 by the Deputy Commissioner 
of Peshawar for the whole month 
of January’23. As you are aware, 
usage of gas increases many folds 
during win ter for obvious reasons 
in house, offices & other premises. 
We al ready have gasoline (Petrol) 
avail able as an alternative source 
for vehicles. Heavens will not fall 
if Petrol is used during the said pe-
riod. Another issue that has aggra-

vated the situation further is the 
conversion of commercial vehicles 
to CNG, which to my knowledge is 
illegal. Since CNG is purely meant 
for private vehicles. I hope the dis-
trict administra tion & SNGPL au-
thorities will stick to their decision 
without taking pressure from a 
handful of CNG & public transport 
mafia. This decision, in my view, to 
clo sure should be extended till the 
end of February 23.
– Engr. Shahzad Khattak, Peshawar

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Wednesday said strict implementa-
tion of traffic rules and public aware-
ness about road safety was crucial in 
the prevention of accidents, thus re-
ducing fatalities. The president urged 
the legislators to incorporate compre-
hensive road safety programmes into 
national planning. Highlighting the 
role of parliamentarians in carrying out 
effective legislation on road safety, he 
stressed educating the communities for 

better enforcement. Addressing here at 
the ‘Road safety conference for parlia-
mentarians’, the president said with in-
creased traffic volume on roads, the im-
portance of ensuring safety measures 
increased manifold to save precious 
lives. Parliamentarians from across 
the world joined the conference, which 
was organized by the International Par-
liamentarians Congress (IPC) in collab-
oration with ‘Mutehtakm Parlimaan, a 
European Union-funded project, and 

the Pakistan Institute of Parliamentary 
Services. President Alvi said traffic ac-
cidents were one of the leading causes 
of deaths, mostly due to cranial inju-
ries, and could prove traumatic for the 
entire family. He said implementation 
of traffic rules through surveillance 
cameras, safe road infrastructure, 
easy-to-understand traffic illustrations, 
and proper inspection of vehicles could 
contribute towards reducing accidents. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: 75th Independence 
Day of Sri Lanka commemorated in 
Islamabad, Pakistan on 6 February 
2023. The Independence Day recep-
tion took place in a local hotel in 
federal capital Islamabad on the 6th 
February 2023. The reception began 
with the national anthems of both 
countries which further followed 
by a programme featuring diverse 
cultural aspects of Sri Lanka via ex-
clusive video documentary and cake 
cutting ceremony. Federal Minister 
for Ministry of Education and Pro-
fessional Training Mr. Rana Tanveer 
were among the guest. A wonderful 
gathering of Diplomats based in Is-
lamabad officials, representatives of 
international organizations, trade 
and tourism sectors, media  and 
friends of Sri Lanka attended the 
event. In his opening remarks, High 
Commissioner of Sri Lanka Admiral 
Mohan Wijewickrama out the mes-
sage of His Excellency President on 
the occasion of the 75th National 

Day. Sri Lankan High Commission-
er Wijewickrama outlined the prog-
ress achieved by the Government 
in addressing the multi-faceted 

challenges and in leading the coun-
try towards peace and prosperity. 
Speaking at the ceremony, the High 
Commissioner expressed his regret 
over the earthquake in Turkey and 
also expressed his solidarity with 
the Turkish people.  He also prayed 
for the speedy recovery of the in-

jured. He said Pakistan and Sri Lan-
ka are trusted friends, our brother-
ly relations were established since 
1948. We have the historical link-
ages since  the period of Gandhara 

civilization. High Commissioner 
was in a view that from last 2 years 
we were unable to host the Indepen-
dence Day event in Pakistan due to 

COVID-19, but today we are Happy 
to host you all as our valued guest. 
The chief Guest of the evening Fed-
eral Minister for Education and Pro-
fessional Training Mr Rana Tanveer 
Hussain started his remarks with 
congratulatory message and further 
highlighted the importance of Paki-
stan and Sri Lanka diplomatic, trade 
and business ties as well as defence 
relationship. Mr Tanveer also high-
lighted the Shehbaz govt educa-
tional exchange programs with Sri 
Lanka. An official ceremony took 
place in the High Commission of 
Sri Lanka with the hoisting of the 
national flag and the singing of na-
tional anthem in the early morning 
of 04th February 2023. The mem-
bers & students of the Sri Lankan 
community in Islamabad, joined by 
the staff of the High Commission of 

Sri Lanka participated in this event, 
which was addressed by High Com-
missioner his Excellency Mr. Mohan 
Wijewickrama.(APP)

NHA on alert to deal with snowfall  
in Murree, Galiyat

NHA to resolve KP,GB road users problems 
through E-Kachehri

PIA transports over 21-ton relief assistance for 
quake-affected areas of Turkiye, Syria

Wheat farmers advised to use’ Urea’  
after 55 days of sowing

AIOU commences examinations of SSC,  
HSSC from March 1

NDMA sends special relief consignment to 
earthquake-hit Syria

Second PAF C-130 aircraft carrying relief  
goods arrives in Turkiye

A dozen terrorists slain in successful Lakki 
Marwat IBO: ISPR

Sherry Rehman appeals public to aid  
earthquake survivors of Turkiye, Syria

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister of 
Communications, Maulana Asad 
Mehmood has issued instructions 
to the National Highway Authori-
ty (NHA) staff to be prepared for 
the weather conditions in Murree 
and Galiyat. According to the NHA 
spokesperson, NHA is actively 
monitoring the forecast of snow-
fall in Murree and Galiyat starting 
from Wednesday and the adminis-
tration is busy restoring traffic on 
the Islamabad-Muzaffarabad dual 
carriageway. The NHA has also is-
sued guidelines for travelers during 
the snow season. According to the 
advisory, the NHA has requested 
passengers to avoid unnecessary 
travel to Murree and Galiyat due to 
inclement weather conditions. Re-

quired machinery has been sent to 
the respective places to maintain the 
traffic flow on national highways 
and NHA teams have been alerted 
at various locations to deal with the 
snowfall. General Manager Zafar 
Yaqub Khan is closely monitoring 
the traffic flow on the Murree-Mu-
zaffarabad dual carriageway and 
NHA is fully prepared to handle any 
situation that may arise due to the 
snowfall. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
way Authority (NHA) has taken 
an initiative to resolve the issues 
of road users in the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) and Gilgit-Baltis-
tan(GB) regions through E-Kacheh-
ri. To achieve this goal, Member 
(North Zone) Peshawar will be hold-
ing an E-Kachehri on Thursday at 
11:00 am. This E-Kachehri is exclu-
sively for the residents of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Gilgit-Baltistan 
regions and the road users can join 
the event via the social media han-
dler of National Highway Authority 
on Facebook at https://www.face-
book.com/NHAMEDIACELL. NHA 
has requested the complainants to 

provide their full name, city and 
contact number to ensure proper 
resolution of their issues. This move 
is aimed at providing a platform 
for the general public to voice their 
concerns and to ensure that their 
complaints are heard and addressed 
promptly. This E-Kachehri is a step 
towards ensuring the accountabili-
ty and transparency of the Nation-
al Highway Authority in address-
ing the issues faced by the general 
public and road users in the KP and 
GB regions. NHA is committed to 
providing efficient and effective 
services to its customers and this 
E-Kachehri is a testament to that 
commitment. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Interna-
tional Airlines (PIA) on Wednesday 
transported over 21 tons of relief 
assistance to Turkiye and Syria 
that faced widespread destruction 
caused by a 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake. “On behalf of the NDMA, 
two PIA planes carrying relief assis-
tance have left for Istanbul and Da-
mascus from Islamabad on Wednes-
day morning,” a PIA spokesman 
said in a brief statement here. He 
said PIA flights PK-705 & PK-9135 
carrying 7.4 tons and 14 tons of 
cargo (quake-relief assistance) de-
parted from Islamabad to Istanbul 
and Damascus at 8:45 am and 10:30 
respectively. The spokesman elabo-

rated that the 14 tons of assistance, 
which had been dispatched to Da-
mascus, also contained winter tents 
and blankets aimed at protecting the 
flood-affected people from the cold 
weather harshness. On Tuesday, the 
national flag carrier had airlifted a 
51-member team for Turkiye to par-
ticipate in rescue and relief activi-
ties in the areas affected by the mas-
sive quake. The PIA administration 
has already announced the delivery 
of relief goods free of charge on hu-
manitarian grounds for Turkiye and 
Syria. The relief assistance can be 
delivered to PIA’s cargo terminals 
through National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA). (APP)

SARGODHA: Agriculture experts ad-
vised farmers to desist from excess 
application of urea on wheat crop at 
this stage as if it applied in first 50-55 
days after sowing, balanced proportion 
of fertilizers could be disturb as well as 
produce would be reduced. Agriculture 
spokesman said on Wednesday that 
expected rise in temperature and green 

colour of the crop attract attack of 
Aphid and Wheat Rust Disease (Kun-
gi). At this stage, farmers should be 
cautious in applying Nitrogenous fertil-
izers and applied only one or two bags 
of DAP. He suggested that the growers 
can apply three per cent foliar spray of 
Urea (3kg Urea in 100 litres of water) at 
last stages to get bumper yield. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) is conducting examina-
tions of Matriculation, F.Sc, F.A, and 
I.Com programs offered in the autumn 
2022 semester from March 1, 2023, to 
April 3, 2023, throughout the country. 
According to Controller Examina-
tions, the date sheet is available on the 
university website (www.aiou.edu.pk). 
Roll number slips are uploaded to stu-
dents’ CMS portal and dispatched to 
the students at their addresses as well. 

Vice Chancellor, AIOU, Prof Dr. Nasir 
Mehmood has instructed the exam-
inations department to ensure trans-
parency and provide all facilities to the 
students during the conduct of exam-
inations. More than 850 examination 
centers are being established in near-
by and easily approachable vicinities 
of the students for their convenience. 
Special teams will make surprise visits 
to the exam centers to eradicate the el-
ement of cheating. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Education, Rana Tanveer Hussain, 
and Chairman National Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NDMA), Lieu-
tenant General Inam Haider Malik on 
Wednesday witnessed the release of 
a special relief consignment sent for 
Syrian earthquake victims. Accord-
ing to the NDMA, on the instructions 
of the Prime Minister, NDMA sent a 
special relief shipment for the earth-
quake victims of Syria. The shipment 
included equipment comprising tents 
and blankets. The goods were sent to 
Damascus by a specially chartered 

plane from Islamabad Airport where 
the Syrian Ambassador was also 
present along with the Federal Minis-
ter and Chairman of NDMA. Howev-
er, more relief materials will be sent 
soon for the Syrian brothers and sis-
ters affected by the earthquake, the 
NDMA said. It also rendered assur-
ance of all possible support to Syria 
in this hour of difficulty by Pakistan. 
The relief goods will be received by 
Pakistani Ambassador to Syria, Sha-
hid Alvi whereas more relief supplies 
will be sent by road to Syria and Tur-
key soon. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Air Force 
(PAF) second C-130 aircraft Hercu-
les carrying tents, blankets, and es-
sential items from PAF Base, Lahore 
has reached Turkiye. According to a 
PAF news release on Wednesday, on 
the directives of the government of 
Pakistan, PAF C-130 Hercules aircraft 
is carrying 18,634 Pounds of human-

itarian assistance relief goods from 
the people of Pakistan for the earth-
quake-affected brethren of Turkiye. 
The Pakistan Air Force is also making 
all-out efforts to repatriate stranded 
Pakistani students in coordination 
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Pakistan Embassy in Turkiye.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: As many as a dozen 
terrorists of banned Tehreek-e-Taliban 
Pakistan (TTP) were killed during a 
successful intelligence based opera-
tion (IBO) conducted on the night of 
February 7 - 8 by the Security Forces 
in Lakki Marwat area, the Inter Ser-
vices Public Relations (ISPR) said on 
Wednesday. The ISPR informed that 
the 12 terrorists were killed during 
exchange of fire. The terrorists’ 
movement and activities were be-

ing watched by intelligence tentacles 
for the last one week. The terrorists 
were lured in by providing a vehicle 
for escape that was intercepted and 
neutralised. During the operation, 
weapons, ammunition and Afghan 
Currency was also recovered from the 
terrorists. The Security Forces were 
carrying out clearance operation in the 
area. The locals appreciated the opera-
tion and lauded the efforts of Pakistan 
Army in eliminating terrorism. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry Reh-
man on Wednesday appealed to the 
public for aid to the earthquake vic-
tims of Turkey and Syria. In a series 
of tweets, the federal minister shared 
the relief and earthquake devastation 
in Turkiye and Syria. Senator Sher-
ry Rehman said the death toll from 
earthquakes in Turkiye and Syria was 
rising alarmingly. She added that the 
death toll has reached 8,000 while the 
search for people buried in the debris 
was still going on. “We have heartfelt 
sympathy for our brothers and sisters 
in Turkiye and Syria. The heart of ev-
ery citizen of Pakistan is sad for Tur-
kiye and Syria,” Sherry Rehman said. 
During the recent floods, she added 
that Turkiye provided full support 

to the government of Pakistan and 
the flood victims in every way. “Paki-
stan also stands with Turkiye and its 
people in this difficult situation. The 
C130 and PIA relief flights have left 
for Turkiye with supplies and relief 
teams,” the Minister informed. She 
added that Pakistan must continue 
a non stop relief flow of emergency 
aid to our brothers and sisters in the 
earthquake-affected areas of Turkiye 
and Syria. (APP)

Youth killed in road mishap

Old enmity claims  
life of man

Cattle lifter gang arrested

FAISALABAD: A youth was killed in 
a road mishap in the area of Chak 
Jhumra police station here early 
Wednesday. Rescue 1122 spokesman 
said that 25-year-old Rehan (deliv-
ery boy),resident of Jhumra, was on 
his way to deliver pizza when his 
two-wheeler collided with another 
motorcycle on Chiniot-Jhumra Road. 
He received serious injuries and died 
on the spot. The police took the body 
into custody while further investiga-
tion was underway,he added. (APP)

SARGODHA: A young man was 
gunned down by his rival over old 
enmity at Nazeer chowk,Sultan Khail 
under the jurisdiction of Makarw-
al police on Wednesday. Police said 
that Muhammad Ayub (28) r/o Sultan 
Khail had an old enmity with his rivals 
Nadeem Khan and Shahaab Khan 
over domestic issues. On the day of 
incident,they killed Ayub after open-
ing fire at him when he was present 
at tea stall,Sultan chowk.Resultantly, 
he died on the spot. Police concerned 
reached the spot and shifted the body 
to hospital for autopsy. Further inves-
tigation was under way. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Sahianwala police 
arrested a cattle lifter gang and re-
covered a number of stolen animals. 
Police said here on Wednesday that 
the raiding team arrested five cattle 
lifers of a gang including ring leader 
Atif alias Phondo resident of Chak 
No. 123-JB, his four accomplices Ali 
Haidar, Jahangir, residents of Chak 
No.102-JB Burj Mandi, Wasif Ali and 
Munazir Ali residents of Chak No.16-
JB. (APP)

Road safety awareness crucial to reduce traffic fatalities: President

75th Independence Day of Sri Lanka Commemorated in Islamabad 
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PM annoyed over STZA performance; forms committee for revival
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Wednesday expressing 
annoyance over the performance of 
the Special Technology Zones Au-
thority (STZA), formed a committee 
to ensure revival of the body’s opera-
tions. The prime minister, chairing a 
high-level meeting on the STZA, said 
the committee would be headed by 
Finance Minister Ishaq Dar and com-
prise IT minister, law minister, Advisor 
Ahad Cheema, Senator Afnanullah and 
Chairman of the Capital Development 
Authority. He instructed the committee 

to present its recommendations within 
a week and also directed to immediate-
ly operationalise the STZA’s board of 
governors which should consist of ex-
perts from the relevant field. The prime 
minister said any wastage of pubic re-
sources would not be tolerated. Paki-
stani skilled youths were earning live-
lihood at their own while the relevant 
authority was lying dysfunctional. He 
said instead of investing in real estate, 
the STZA’s real objective was to pro-
mote technology. No delay in the ref-
ormation and operationalisation of the 

STZA would be acceptable, he com-
mented. Prime Minister Shehbaz said 
that in its tenure, the Pakistan Muslim 
League-N introduced skill education 
to the youth with a view to enhance IT 
exports. During the COVID pandemic, 
hundreds of thousands of youngsters 
earned livelihood by using laptops giv-
en by the government, he remarked. In 
the briefing, the meeting was told that 
400 companies were registered with 
the STZA, out of 63% were from Paki-
stan and rest belonged to China, USA, 
Turkey and other countries. (APP)

Govt releases Rs 4.21b for IT project  
in 1st half 2022-23

NHMP urge caution during inclement  
weather in coming days

1900 individuals searched during snap checking

Federal Board joins hands with Global Institute 
for skills development of youth

HEC conducts Idea Camps under PM’s National 
Innovation Award

Ahsan Iqbal terms political stability, continuity of 
policies crucial for economic uplift

VC PMAS-AAUR inaugurates undergraduate block

LHC suspends ECP orders of de-notifying  
43 PTI MNAs

Provincial minister seeks recommendations to 
grow organic foods

Islamabad police to improve information,  
coordination system among all wings

Fuel shortage in city, commissioner orders  
to monitor situation

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
released funds amounting to Rs 4.21 
billion to execute Information Tech-
nology related projects during the first 
six months of the current fiscal year 
under the Public Sector Development 
Programme (PSDP 2022-23). Ac-
cording to official data available with 
APP, the government has authorized 
the utilisation of development funds 

amounting to Rs 4,211.21 million out 
of a total allocation of Rs. 6330.70 
million for various ongoing and new 
projects of the Ministry of Information 
Technology and Telecommunication. 
Out of the total authorized/disbursed 
amount, the total amount spent on the 
development projects during the cor-
responding period (July-December) 
stood at Rs 3,662.30 million.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The motorway police 
have issued an advisory for motorists 
in light of the recent rain spells and 
snow fall, urging the motorists to take 
extra caution and follow a number 
of safety measures to ensure a safe 
journey. The Pakistan Meteorological 
Department has predicted snowfall in 
northern areas and rain in the plain 
areas from 8 February to 10 February, 
considering these weather conditions 
NHMP has advised drivers to reduce 
their speed and hold the steering 
wheel firmly to maintain control of 
their vehicle. Additionally, drivers are 
advised to maintain a safe distance 

from the vehicle in front to allow 
for better braking in wet conditions. 
The use of parking lights, indicators, 
and headlights is also strongly rec-
ommended to increase visibility and 
ensure that other drivers are aware 
of their presence on the road. The 
police have reminded drivers that 
rainy weather conditions can be un-
predictable and that it is important to 
stay alert and focused while driving. 
NHMP have urged motorists to take 
the necessary precautions and rec-
ommended using windshield wipers, 
to ensure clear visibility while on the 
road.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Eagle Squads of 
Islamabad Capital Police are playing 
a vital role in crime prevention, and 
they searched a total of 1,900 suspi-
cious persons, motorcycles and ve-
hicles during the last 24 hours. The 
police spokesman said, “Following 
the directives of Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Islamabad, Dr Akbar Na-
sir Khan, the Eagle Squads are work-
ing under the Safe City Project, and 
personnel in these squads have been 
deployed in different areas of the city 
for patrolling and crime prevention. 
“During the last 24 hours, the Eagle 

Squads checked 90 pedestrians, 970 
motorcycles and 840 vehicles during 
special and snap checking. Around 
23 suspicious individuals were shift-
ed to different police stations while 
221 motorcycles and nine vehicles 
were impounded. These squads also 
ensured the arrest of the numerous 
accused involved in different criminal 
activities while its personnel removed 
tinted glasses from 627 vehicles. Is-
lamabad Capital Police was making 
an all-out effort to curb the crime 
from the city, the spokesman added. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal board of In-
termediate and Secondary Educa-
tion (FBISE) along with Greenwich 
Global Institute Karachi has taken an 
important step towards skills devel-
opment of the youth for their bright 
future. The FBISE has signed a mem-
orandum of understanding to expand 
the educational scope of Greenwich 
Global Institute/University Karachi. 
Greenwich Global Institute Karachi 
also provides students with invest-
ment skills so that they can turn them-
selves into the most suitable multi-
faceted career in life. Programmes 
offered by Greenwich Global Institute 
include business Management, Fash-

ion/Textiles, Digital Design, Fine Art 
etc. On this occasion, Seema Mughal, 
Patron-in-Chief of Greenwich Global 
Institute said, “All our programmes 
will play an important role in mak-
ing students a useful member of the 
society in practical life.” “Our aim is 
to make a person learn knowledge 
in life and become a productive per-
son for the society” she added. She 
further said that this memorandum 
of understanding was a revolution-
ary step in the field of education. The 
efforts of the Federal Board to create 
new opportunities for students and 
teachers were commendable, she 
added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC), Pakistan is con-
ducting Idea Pitching Boot Camps 
for the candidates for round-l of the 
Prime Minister’s National Innovation 
Award (PMNIA). Around 256 candi-
dates are participating in the five-day 
idea-pitching boot camp that started 
on February 6 and will continue till 
February 10, simultaneously, at five 
higher education institutions (HEIs), 
including Institute of business Ad-
ministration, (Karachi), University 
of Engineering and Technology, (La-
hore), Institute of Management Sci-
ences, (Peshawar), Balochistan Uni-
versity of Information Technology, 
Engineering and Management Sci-
ences, (Quetta), National University 
of Sciences and Technology, Islam-
abad. The objective of the boot camps 

is to train the students for persuasive 
pitching in the upcoming final pitch-
ing competition. Relevant industry 
experts are mentoring the students. 
The candidates were shortlisted from 
around 13,000 applications received 
through the online portal www.pmyp.
gov.pk. The applications for round-l 
of PMNIA were received from stu-
dents between 15 to 30 years of age 
in October and November 2022 from 
youth aged between 15 to 30 years. 
The applications were received for 
all kinds of innovative ideas includ-
ing but not limited to information 
technology, sustainable energy, food 
security, water management, etc. The 
final selection of awards will be made 
through an open, rigorous, transpar-
ent, competitive, and merit-based 
process.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development, and Special 
Initiatives, Prof. Dr Ahsan Iqbal on 
Wednesday termed political stability 
and continuity of policies as essential 
for achieving economic development 
in the country. “If you want to con-
tinue playing in the political theatre; 
you cannot bring positive reforms in 
the economic theatre”, he said while 
speaking at a ceremony to celebrate 
the landmark of China-Pakistan 
Space Science and Technology co-
operation on the eve of the return of 
Pakistani Seeds from Chinese Space 
at COMSTECH auditorium. The cer-
emony was arranged by the Ministry 
of Science and Technology, the Em-
bassy of the People’s Republic of Chi-
na in Pakistan, COMSTECH and the 

International Center for Chemical 
and Biological Center, University of 
Karachi. This space mutagenesis for 
crop improvement project was jointly 
collaborated by the People’s Republic 
of China, the Pakistan Science Foun-
dation (PSF) under the ministry, and 
the International Centre for Chemi-
cal and Biological Sciences, Univer-
sity of Karachi. Speaking on the oc-
casion, Ahsan Iqbal said that strong 
efforts were needed to overcome the 
challenge of economic crisis inherit-
ed by the ineffective policies of the 
previous government. “As a nation 
where we stand today; we have to 
decide either to support polarization, 
disorder or conflict in the country or 
uphold the principles of unity and 
solidarity”, he said. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Vice-Chancel-
lor PMAS-Arid Agriculture Uni-
versity, Rawalpindi Prof. Dr. Qa-
mar-uz-Zaman here on Wednesday 
inaugurated the newly established 
undergraduate block. On the oc-
casion, the VC said that the Inter-
national level equipment and facil-
ities in the block will improve the 
quality of education and help stu-

dents in their studies and research. 
Talking about the centralized and 
digital timetable used in the block, 
he termed it as an important step 
of the university towards paperless 
and digitalization. He said that the 
facilities being provided in the new 
block would not only benefit the stu-
dents but also the faculty members.  
(APP)

LAHORE: The Lahore High Court 
(LHC) on Wednesday suspended 
the orders of Election Commission 
of de-notifying 43 MNAs of Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf. The court also 
stopped by-polls in the relevant Con-
stituencies till further orders. Justice 
Shahid Karim passed the orders on 
petition filed by Riaz Fatyana and 
42 other former MNAs against ac-
ceptance of their resignations by the 
speaker National Assembly and sub-
sequent action of the commission.
The court also issued notices to the 
Election Commission and other re-
spondents and sought reply. During 
the proceedings, Barrister Ali Zaf-
ar represented the petitioner’s and 
pleaded with the court to set aside the 

orders of de-notifying his clients as 
the legal requirements had not been 
fulfilled for the purpose. At this, the 
court questioned what requirements 
had not been fulfilled. The petition-
ers’ counsel submitted that, before 
accepting the resignations, the speak-
er did not hold inquiry as per Consti-
tution. He further submitted that the 
petitioners did not appear before the 
speaker for acceptance of their resig-
nations. The speaker could not accept 
the resignations of members without 
hearing their stance, he contended. 
The court, after hearing arguments 
of the petitioners’ counsel, suspend-
ed the orders of the commission 
of de-notifying the petitioners and 
sought reply from respondents.(APP)

MULTAN: Provincial Health Minister 
Dr Javed Akram sought recommenda-
tions to grow organic food here, during 
a meeting with the farmers’ delega-
tion on Wednesday. The minister paid 
heed to problems facing by growers in 
a brief talk with Kisan Itehad Groups 
(KIG) after his arrival here. He assured 
them of resolving them on priority ba-
sis. While talking to Media, Dr Javed 
Akram said CM Punjab had assigned 
him a task to solve the issues of the lo-
cal farmers. Commissioner Amir Khat-
tak, Secretary Specialized Health Care, 

Southern Punjab Ghulam Sagheer 
among others were present on the oc-
casion. The minister termed vegetable 
cultivation through preserved methods 
the vital to bring up a healthy genera-
tion. Dr Javed Akram said agriculture 
was the backbone of the economy, thus 
country’s economy could flourish only 
by having increased production in the 
agricultural sector. Commissioner said 
Multan division didn’t have urea short-
age. He said the crackdown against 
hoarders and mixtures was continued.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Inspector General of 
Police (IGP) Dr Akbar Nasir Khan 
has directed all police officials to 
improve the “information and coor-
dination system” among various po-
lice wings as well as police stations 
for effectively combating criminal 
elements. In a meeting with police 
officers, the IGP directed to take fur-
ther effective steps to control crime 
and ensure better security in the city. 
He asked to adopt a professional as 
well as responsible attitude to miti-
gate the sufferings of the people. He 
said that strict surveillance and pa-
trolling should be made to ensure ef-
fective policing and a special crack-

down against suspicious elements 
to be initiated. Modern cameras of 
the safe city should be used for the 
purpose and effective checking at 
the entry and exit points of the city 
to be maintained, he added. Dr Ak-
bar stressed that the officials should 
ensure the use of bulletproof jackets 
and helmets at duty points while the 
personnel present in pickets should 
be equipped with weapons and per-
form alert duty. The meeting was 
told that vigilance at pickets of diplo-
matic enclave entry points had been 
further tightened and checking of 
visitors and vehicles was being made 
through modern systems. (APP)

LAHORE: Fuel shortage hit the pop-
ulated cities on second consecutive 
day including the provincial capital, as 
many petrol stations in different areas 
run dry in wake of “limited supply” by 
the companies. Hundreds from differ-
ent cities complained that no fuel was 
available in fuel stations while long 
queues were spotted at petrol pumps 
which were offering only limited fuel. 
‘Petrol pumps have either no or a limit-
ed supply of petrol for a couple of days 
due to limited supply from the oil mar-
keting companies’, said by Pakistan Pe-
troleum Dealers Association’s secretary 
information Khawaja Atif while talking 
to APP. He said that the association 
could do nothing in this regard adding 

that all the problems were on compa-
nies’ end however, the situation would 
be normalized on increase in fuel pric-
es. On the other hand, Commissioner 
Lahore ordered the officers to monitor 
fuel situation at petrol pumps, over re-
ceiving complaints about fuel shortage 
in the provincial capital. Commission-
er Lahore Chaudhary Muhammad Ali 
Randhawa directed the Assistant Com-
missioners, price Magistrates and zon-
al officers to visit and check fuel stock 
at petrol pumps and submit a report in 
this regard. He issued directions to all 
the deputy commissioners and assis-
tant commissioners and field formation 
staff of the division for strict monitoring 
of the situation. (APP)

IRSA releases 68,800 
cusecs water

MWMC cleaning operation 
‘in full swing’

Police solve murder 
case of teacher

Six outlaws arrested, 2 
kg hashish recovered

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Wednes-
day released 68,800 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with an in-
flow of 55,500 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1487.94 feet, 89.94 feet higher 
than its dead level of 1,398 feet. Wa-
ter inflow in the dam was recorded 
as 17,300 cusecs while the outflow 
as 32,000 cusecs. The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 
1129.75 feet, which was 79.75 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of wa-
ter were recorded at 16,400 cusecs 
and 15,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa, Guddu and Sukkur was recorded 
as 38,700, 39,100, 30,900 and 9,900 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 12,000 cusecs 
of water was released at Nowshera 
and zero cusecs were released from 
River Chenab at Marala.(APP)

MULTAN: The cleaning operation 
started by Multan Waste Manage-
ment Company (MWMC) entered 
into the eighth consecutive day here 
Wednesday. According to the state-
ment, the drive was in full swing until 
to achieve the target of converting the 
city neat and clean up to the required 
standard. In order to make the drive 
successful, the strategy of sending 
messages to the parents by students 
was started through colleges and 
schools. Brochures based on aware-
ness messages about cleanliness 
were distributed among students of 
different ages and disciplines. On the 
other hand, the process of ‘making 
the city to zero waste’ and washing 
of important city roads and squares 
with water was going on, added the 
release. Apart from this, the work of 
cleaning Multan Cricket Stadium in 
connection with the PSL 8th Edition 
was also continued at full pace.(APP)

HYDERABAD: Special Investigation 
Team of District Police solved a mur-
der case of Primary school teacher 
and arrested his wife and nephew 
as accused in the murder case. The 
accused arrested by the police have 
confessed to the crime. The victim’s 
nephew was police constable. SSP 
Ameer Saud Magsi told media per-
sons that the dead body of school 
teacher Gulzar Ali Khokhar was 
found on January 27, 2023 and the 
murder case was registered against 
unknown assailants in the absence 
of murder evidences. The SSP 
formed a special investigation team 
that probed the case and as a result 
arrested Faiza Brohi wife of slain 
teacher, his nephew police consta-
ble Baqar Ali Khokhar and his friend 
Zainul Abideen Khokhar. (APP)

DIKhan: Dera Ismail Khan police ar-
rested six criminals and drug dealers, 
recovered drugs and weapons during 
the various operations on the direc-
tions of District Police Officer Shoaib 
Khan on Wednesday. Accorfing to de-
tails, Gomal University Police recov-
ered more than 01 kg of hashish from 
accused Musa Khan, son of Karamat 
r/o Miran Shah. Gomal University 
police station in another operation 
arrested Riaz Badshah r/o of Mujahid 
Nagar and recovered 1 kg of hashish 
from him. (APP)
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Carlsberg expects lower beer consumption to hit 2023 growth

BMW’s emissions challenge unfounded, says German court

Major crypto exchange to suspend US dollar transfers

EU no longer dictates price for Russian oil – Rosneft CEO

LEAP investment workshop uses Lego to encourage entrepreneurial 
culture change

Microsoft deal to buy Activision opposed by UK regulator

Saudi Arabia calls on African mining industry to invest in Kingdom’s 
‘rich, vast natural resources’

COPENHAGEN: Danish brewer 
Carlsberg on Tuesday forecast or-
ganic operating profit growth in 
2023 below last year’s level as higher 
beer prices are expected to dent con-
sumption. The world’s third-biggest 
brewer expects organic operating 
profit this year to change by between 
minus 5% and plus 5%, compared 
with 12% growth last year. “2023 will 
be another challenging year,” Chief 

executive Cees ‘t Hart said in a state-
ment. “While beer historically has 
been a resilient consumer category, 

the higher prices in combination with 
generally high inflation may have a 
negative impact on beer consump-
tion in some of our markets, partic-
ularly in Europe,” he said. Carlsberg 
said sales in the fourth quarter rose 
6% from a year earlier to 14.6 billion 
Danish crowns (US$2.11 billion), 
against 14.7 billion crowns estimated 
by analysts in a poll provided by the 
company. (Agencies)

BERLIN: A case against BMW by 
the heads of German environmental 
NGO Deutsche Umwelthilfe calling 
on the carmaker to tighten its car-
bon emission reduction targets was 
unfounded, a Munich district court 
ruled today. The plaintiffs’ argument 
that the impact of BMW’s emissions 
was infringing on their freedoms 
could be valid in theory, but there 
was not yet sufficient evidence that 

their rights were being impacted 
by the carmaker, the court said in 
a statement. It was not clear that a 

2021 ruling by Germany’s federal 
court – which said the state must 
tighten its carbon emissions targets 
to protect the rights of future gener-
ations – would apply to this case, the 
statement added. BMW welcomed 
the ruling, saying in a statement that 
public debate on how to achieve cli-
mate goals should take place via par-
liament and political processes rath-
er than the legislature. (Agencies)

The world’s largest cryptocurrency 
exchange by trading volume, Binance, 
has announced it will suspend US dol-
lar deposits and withdrawals, starting 
on Wednesday. “We are temporarily 
suspending USD bank transfers as of 
February 8. Affected customers are 
being notified directly,” a Binance 
spokesperson told reporters on Mon-
day. The company did not explain 
the decision, but said it was “working 
hard to restart service as soon as pos-
sible.” According to the statement, just 
“0.01% of [Binance’s] monthly active 

users leverage USD bank transfers.” 
“In the interim, all other methods of 
buying and selling crypto remain un-
affected, including bank transfer using 
one of the other fiat currencies sup-
ported by Binance (including euros), 

buying and selling crypto via credit 
card, debit card, Google Pay and Ap-
ple Pay and via our Binance P2P mar-
ketplace,” the spokesperson clarified. 
According to data from Arkham Intel-
ligence, the news prompted a surge in 
outflows of dollar-pegged stablecoins 
from Binance’s crypto wallets. Howev-
er, data from DefiLlama showed that 
the exchange’s net US dollar outflow 
on Monday amounted to only $172 
million, while Binance’s overall crypto 
assets are worth about $42.2 billion. 
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The EU will no longer 
set prices for Russia’s flagship Urals 
oil blend, now that Asia is the largest 
consumer of western-sanctioned Rus-
sian crude, the head of the country’s 
oil major Rosneft, Igor Sechin, said 
on Monday. An EU embargo on sea-
borne exports of crude accompanied 
by price caps on oil and petroleum 
products originating from Russia has 
triggered a reshuffle in global oil sup-
ply. In a matter of months, Moscow 
rerouted most of its oil flows that used 
to go to Europe, to Asian markets. The 

country has ramped up its seaborne oil 
shipments to China, India and Türki-
ye at the expense of Western nations. 
Oil exports to India alone jumped 33 
times in December, with Russia now 
the country’s largest supplier, replac-

ing Iraq. About 70% of Urals cargoes 
loaded last month went to New Delhi, 
according to Reuters calculations. “If 
Russian oil does not enter the Europe-
an market, then there is no reference 
price. Reference prices will be formed 
where oil volumes actually go,” Sechin 
pointed out, speaking at the India 
Energy Week forum. The Russian 
government is now discussing how 
to calculate Russia’s taxable oil price 
following the import ban and price 
caps set by the EU and G7 countries. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Interactive investment 
workshops were featured on the sec-
ond day of LEAP’s second edition, 
with the spotlight falling on David 
Gram-Hanssen, co-founder of Diplo-
matic Rebels. His workshop utilized 
Lego building blocks to help partici-
pants focus on the changes they can 
create in the future as they become 
diplomatic rebels in their respective 
industries. He said: “Future success 
depends on the ability to explore and 
experiment. We all need to become 
even better at adapting to change. 

“There’s a perfect storm of change 
happening right now geopolitically, 
environmentally, business-wise. Ev-
erything seems to be sort of moving, 
and over time that speed is only going 
to pick up.” Diplomatic Rebels was a 

concept created out of the work of Le-
go’s radical innovation department, 
Future Lab. It turned into a system 
and a way of thought that helped peo-
ple navigate the bureaucracy of com-
panies, sparking change in their offic-
es and communities. Gram-Hanssen, 
who previously worked at Lego 
Ventures, said companies needed to 
adopt this entrepreneurial culture. He 
added: “At Lego we started saying as 
a mantra, radical is normal. It means 
that radical change and radical inno-
vation is the new normal. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK’s Competition and 
Markets Authority (CMA) has said it 
is opposed to Microsoft’s planned pur-
chase of games developer Activision 
Blizzard. The CMA said it had provi-
sionally concluded it would result in 
higher prices, fewer choices and less 
innovation. The $69bn (£57bn) deal 
would see Xbox-maker Microsoft ac-
quire hit titles such as Call of Duty 
and Candy Crush. Microsoft said it 
would find solutions to “address the 
CMA’s concerns”. Rima Alaily, Mic-
rosoft corporate vice-president and 
deputy general counsel, said: “Our 
commitment to grant long-term 100% 
equal access to Call of Duty to Sony, 
Nintendo, Steam and others preserves 
the deal’s benefits to gamers and de-

velopers, and increases competition 
in the market.” She added that 75% 
of respondents to the CMA’s public 
consultation “agree that this deal is 
good for competition in UK gaming”. 
The findings were provisional and 
both parties would have a chance to 
respond, Activision said in a state-

ment. The Call of Duty maker wrote, 
“we hope between now and April we 
will be able to help the CMA better 
understand our industry” in order to 
help the regulator “achieve their stat-
ed mandate” to promote an environ-
ment where “fair-dealing business can 
innovate and thrive”. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia called on lead-
ing stakeholders in the mining indus-
try across Africa to work together and 
benefit from the Kingdom’s rich and 
vast natural resources, to help support 
economic growth and social develop-
ment. Speaking during the African 
Mining Conference in Cape Town, 
South Africa, Khalid Al-Mudayfer, 
the Saudi deputy minister for mining 
affairs, said the value of the King-
dom’s mineral wealth is estimated at 

$1.3 trillion, the Saudi Press Agency 
reported on Tuesday. He reviewed 
investment opportunities offered by 
the Ministry of Industry and Mineral 
Resources, along with the infrastruc-
ture and legislative capabilities of the 
Kingdom, which he said positions 
Saudi Arabia as the leading global des-
tination for investment in the mining 
sector. Al-Mudayfer, who inaugurated 
a meeting organized by the ministry 
for potential investors, highlighted the 

great opportunities he said were avail-
able in the Kingdom, and its efforts to 
develop its mining sector. He spoke 
about the modernization of the min-
ing investment system, which includes 
regulatory infrastructure for the sector 
and a clear, transparent and simple 
environment for investors, along with 
the availability of geological data for 
investors, improvements to basic in-
frastructure, and incentives for those 
who invest. (Agencies)

TotalEnergies posts record US$20.5bil net profit

Macau slaps new tax on VIP gambling business

Dollar drops as Fed’s Powell repeats disinflation 
comments, seen less-hawkish

Moody’s cuts Egypt rating to B3, changes  
outlook to stable

Turkish stock market suspends trading

Real wages in Germany plummet – data

PARIS: France’s TotalEnergies said 
today that high oil and gas prices bol-
stered its net profit to a record US$20.5 
billion in 2022 and announced higher 
dividend payments for shareholders. 
The 28% gain would have been much 
higher save for the nearly US$15 bil-
lion in charges linked to its leaving 
the Russian market, with adjusted 

profits excluding such exceptional 
items rising to US$36.2 billion. Nev-
ertheless, the surge in oil and natural 
gas prices following Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine and western sanctions was 
a major boost for TotalEnergies, as it 
was for its rivals. The massive profits 
have sparked renewed debate about 
taxing windfall earnings to help fund 
measures to protect consumers from 
rampant inflation, including soaring 
energy prices. TotalEnergies’ strong 
presence in the liquefied natural gas 
market also helped as European na-
tions sought supplies from further 
afield after Russia cut supplies by pipe-
line. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Macau is slapping a 
levy on junket operators that threatens 
to “kill” the casino hub’s once-thriving 
VIP business, industry insiders say. 
The city has started enforcing a 5% 
tax on the commissions that casino 
operators pay to junkets, which bring 
high-roller gamblers, mostly from 

mainland China, to their venues. The 
levy was formally put on paper when 
Macau revamped its junket regula-
tions last year and, while it had infor-
mally been in play before then, pay-
ment had not been enforced. In late 
January, however, junket operators 
were told they would have to start pay-
ing the tax from this month. “The tax 
had always been waived in years pri-
or,” one junket boss, who asked not to 
be named, told Nikkei Asia. “They are 
now enforcing it, which will kill our 
income.” Two other junket operators 
confirmed that they had received the 
tax order. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The dollar fell from 
one-month highs on Tuesday after 
US Federal Reserve Chair Jerome 
Powell doubled down on statements 
last week that disinflation has start-
ed, saying he expects significant de-
clines in inflation this year. Powell 
did not revert to a hawkish stance 
despite last Friday’s blockbuster 
US non-farm payrolls report, which 
led investors to believe the Fed is 

not likely to tighten more than what 
has been priced in by the market. 
The greenback dropped across the 
board, led by losses versus the yen, 
Swiss franc, as well as the Austra-
lian and New Zealand dollar. In a 
question-and-answer session at the 
Economic Club of Washington, the 
Fed chief did say the return to the 
US central bank’s inflation goal of 2 
percent would be a bumpy process, 
which would need further rate in-
creases. Powell, however, declined to 
equate the surprising strength in the 
job market shown in the January em-
ployment report with an expectation 
that interest rates would need to be 
higher than Fed officials estimated 
late last year. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Ratings agency Moody’s 
lowered Egypt’s sovereign rating by 
one notch to B3 from B2 on Tuesday, 
citing the country’s reduced external 
buffers and shock absorption capac-
ity. The agency changed its outlook 

for Egypt to stable from negative. 
“Moody’s does not expect Egypt’s 
liquidity and external positions to re-
bound quickly,” the agency said. Egypt 
has continued to face a foreign cur-
rency shortage despite allowing the 
Egyptian pound to depreciate sharply 
in recent months. The country’s head-
line inflation is expected to accelerate 
further in January after surging to its 
highest in five years in December, ac-
cording to a Reuters poll. The agency 
also lowered Egypt’s local-currency 
ceilings to Ba3 from Ba2. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Türkiye’s stock exchange 
announced on Wednesday it was sus-
pending equity trading for the first time 
in 24 years, following a market rout 
triggered by two massive earthquakes. 
The benchmark Borsa Istanbul 100 In-
dex (BIST 100) was suspended after a 
7.09% drop during early trading. The 
index, which entered bear-market terri-
tory on Tuesday, is headed for its worst 
weekly performance since the 2008 
global financial crisis. Meanwhile, the 
banking sub-index (.XBANK) declined 
6.03% as trading was halted. “Our stock 
exchange has decided to halt trading in 

equities, futures, and options markets,” 
Borsa Istanbul said in a statement after 
two market-wide circuit breakers failed 
to stop a slide in the main index. The 
stock market operator did not announce 
when trading would resume. “At times 
of catastrophes like this, suspending 
trading in the stock market is a better 
decision in order to protect investors,” 
Marmara Capital’s Haydar Acun told 
Bloomberg. A 7.8-magnitude earth-
quake wreaked havoc across southern 
Türkiye and northern Syria on Monday, 
and was followed by dozens of after-
shocks and a second quake. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Real earnings in Germany 
decreased by an average of 4.1% in 
2022 compared with a year earlier, ac-
cording to preliminary data from the 
statistics agency Destatis released on 
Tuesday. A drop in real earnings refers 
to a situation where wage increases 
are unable to keep up with rising in-
flation, thus reducing spending power. 
Last year was the third consecutive 
year in which real wages declined. 
“High inflation has led to the largest 
loss in real earnings for employees 
since the beginning of the time series 
in 2008,” Destatis wrote, noting that 
consumer prices jumped 7.9% last 
year. Meanwhile, nominal earnings in 

the country increased by only 3.4% on 
average in 2022. This figure takes into 
account the gross monthly earnings of 
employees including extra payments, 
Destatis explained. Europe’s largest 
economy suffered from record infla-
tion last year due to a surge in energy 
prices brought about by the drop in de-
liveries from Russia amid Ukraine-re-
lated sanctions. Issues with pipeline 
maintenance and then the sabotage 
of the Nord Stream pipelines further 
exacerbated the tight supplies. Last 
month, Economy Minister Robert Ha-
beck said the German economy would 
avoid a sharp decline but is set to enter 
a technical recession.(Agencies)
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DUBAI: British tennis legend Andy 
Murray has confirmed his participation 
at this month’s Dubai Duty Free Ten-
nis Championships, accepting a sec-
ond-consecutive wildcard and adding 
yet more quality to a men’s field that 
already features eight of the world’s top 
20 male players. The annual two-week 
championships, which starts with the 
yearly WTA event, is scheduled to run 

from Feb. 19 to March 4. While captur-
ing three Grand Slam titles is a huge part 

of Murray’s successful tennis career, 
the Scot reached world No. 1 in 2016 
and made history at that year’s Olympic 
Games when he became the only player 
to win back-to-back gold medals in ten-
nis singles. A two-time finalist in Dubai, 
Murray defeated Fernando Verdasco in 
2017 to lift the trophy, before a series of 
injuries saw him slip down the world 
rankings. (Agencies)

PETALING JAYA: Professional golf in 
Malaysia will reach new heights when 
the 2023 Toyota Tour tees off from 
early March with a nationwide trek 
across some of the country’s leading 
golf courses. This year’s much-awaited 
season starts with the PGM Tun Ah-
mad Sarji Trophy at Saujana Golf & 
Country Club on March 8-11, followed 
by eight more closed tournaments in-
cluding stops in Sarawak and Sabah. 
The 2023 Toyota Tour will culminate 
with the Toyota Championship at Kua-
la Lumpur Golf & Country Club (KLG-

CC) on November 14-17, which will be 
a co-sanctioned event with the Asian 
Development Tour (ADT). The Toyota 
Tour is the result of a tri-party agree-
ment between the Professional Golf 
of Malaysia (PGM) Tour, UMW Toyo-

ta Motor as the Naming Partner, and 
MST Golf as the Delivery Agency. The 
PGM Tour was formed in 2010 by the 
late Tun Ahmad Sarji and has been a 
vital cog in the wheel of Malaysian golf 
since then. The PGM Tun Ahmad Sar-
ji Trophy will offer RM230,000 in total 
prizemoney, with RM200,000 allocated 
for the men’s event and RM30,000 for 
the ladies. The eight other closed tour-
naments will each offer total prizemon-
ey of 210,000 with RM180,000 allocated 
for the men’s event and RM30,000 for 
the ladies’ championship. (Agencies)

COURCHEVEL: Frenchman Alexis 
Pinturault won the men’s combined 
event at the World Ski Championships 
in Courchevel, France today after two 
solid runs saw him finish in first and 
third place in the super-G and slalom 
respectively. The 31-year-old was fast-
est down the slopes in the super-G a 
sixth of a second quicker than Austrian 
Marco Schwarz and was 0.53s behind 

Norwegian Atle Lie McGrath in the 
slalom leg. Schwarz did not manage to 
close the gap to Pinturault in the slalom 

and came second overall, one tenth of a 
second behind. Fellow Austrian Rapha-
el Haaser finished third, 0.44 of a sec-
ond behind Pinturault. The Frenchman 
won the combined event at the 2019 
World Championships in Are, Sweden 
and finished second two years later in 
Cortina d’Ampezzo. He also claimed 
silver at the 2018 Pyeongchang Olym-
pics in the combined. (Agencies)

ZUZENHAUSEN: Pellegrino Mataraz-
zo has been named the new manager of 
TSG Hoffenheim following the depar-
ture of Andre Breitenreiter, the Bunde-
sliga club. Matarazzo returns to Hoffen-
heim after working with their Under-17 
team and as the assistant coach of the 
first team between 2017 and 2019. The 
45-year-old Italian-American then be-
came the head coach of VfB Stuttgart 

and helped them earn promotion to the 
Bundesliga six months after joining the 
club. He led them to a ninth-place fin-
ish in his first full season in charge but 
was sacked in October 2022 after the 
club was winless in nine games into the 
2022-23 Bundesliga season. Matarazzo, 
who has signed a contract until June 
30, 2025, will be tasked with turning 
around the fortunes of Hoffenheim 

who are 14th in the Bundesliga with 
19 points, three above the relegation 
playoff spot. “As I’ve been living in the 
region since 2017, I’ve witnessed TSG’s 
development first-hand even after my 
departure and have followed it particu-
larly closely due to my history with the 
club,” Matarazzo said. “The situation 
is undoubtedly demanding,” he said. 
(Agencies)

NAGPUR: Rival captains Pat Cum-
mins and Rohit Sharma sought to 
put the focus back on cricket after a 
section of Australian media accused 
India of selectively watering the pitch 
in Nagpur where the four-test series 
between the sides begins on Thurs-
day. The pitch at the Vidarbha Crick-
et Association Stadium finds itself 
under the spotlight even before the 
match starts with several Australian 
media pointing out that groundstaff 

had left the area outside left-handers’ 
off-stump dry at both ends. Austra-
lia’s playing XI, which Cummins 

would not reveal, could potential-
ly feature five left-handed batsmen 
in their top seven, but the paceman 
appeared unperturbed. “That’s part 
of the challenge of playing away,” 
Cummins, whose team just need to 
avoid a 4-0 whitewash to make the fi-
nal of the World Test Championship 
in June, told reporters. “Home teams 
want to win at home. In Australia, 
we’re lucky we’ve normally got pace 
and bounce. (Agencies)

PORTLAND: It was below zero on Sat-
urday, Feb. 4, but no one was cold in the 
gymnasium of the Finley Recreation 
Center on UNE’s Portland Campus. 
There, 59 people played games, en-
gaged in creative crafts, and participat-
ed in new sports activities as part of the 
Maine Leadership Education in Neu-
rodevelopmental Disabilities (LEND) 
program Family Game and Sports Day. 
The  LEND program promotes fami-
ly-centered inclusion in the community 
for people with disabilities. The Fami-
ly Game and Sports Day is an annual 
event designed to support families in 
the community to have fun, happy, and 
healthy times together. Maine LEND 

trainee Cassandra Susi (D.P.T., ’23) 
planned and implemented the adaptive 
sports program as her LEND elective 
while recruiting eight of her physical 
therapy peers to support participants. 
Maine LEND interprofessional train-
ees are each paired with a family in the 
community to learn about the realities 
of life with a child who has neurode-
velopmental disabilities. Sports activ-
ities included pickleball, soccer, and 
basketball. Andrew Wissler, Maine 
LEND self-advocate, facilitated organi-
zation of the activities and organized a 
self-advocate meeting just prior to the 
event to encourage young adults to 
attend. Games included giant “Jenga,” 

cornhole, “Guess Who?,” “Twister,” 
and parachute play while the craft ta-
ble designed adaptive Valentine cards, 
snap bracelets, puff paint art, and paint 
by stickers. Healthy snacks and drinks 
nourished the participants as part of 
the program. The activities and games 
allowed students to observe what a typ-
ical day looks like for these families, 
Sydney Wolf (M.S. Social Work, ’23) 
said. “Events like this give me the op-
portunity to connect with families on 
a deeper level than I might be able to 
through more clinical work and really 
learn about the joys and challenges of 
having children with disabilities,” Wolf 
stated. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of 
time date and year.

– ARIES: Don’t waste time listening 
to the so-called experts today, listen 
instead to what your heart is telling 
you. It may not sound logical but if you 
follow it faithfully you will find in the 
long-term it guides you in exactly the 
right direction.
– TAURUS: Do whatever it takes to 
make yourself heard today. You don’t 
have to shout but you do have to insist 
that friends and family members alike 
listen to your message, because if they 
don’t they could find themselves out of 
favor very soon!
– GEMINI: You seem to have a guilty 
conscience about something, but the 
planets suggest you have no reason to 
be ashamed by what you have done. 
On the contrary, you were 100 per cent 
right to follow your desires, so there is 
absolutely no need to apologize.
– CANCER: You have so much going 
for you and so much to look forward 
to but still you doubt yourself. If it’s 
because you don’t know how you are 
going to finance what you hope to ac-
complish, don’t worry – the universe 
will take care of your needs.
– LEO: You can, if you wish, show your 
rivals how tough you can be today but 
it’s really not necessary. They know 
you well enough to be aware that 
when you say something you not only 
mean it but will be ruthless in making 

it happen.
– VIRGO: You will get the chance to air 
your point of view today and you must 
take advantage of it. Partnerships in 
general and relationships in particu-
lar will go well for you now if you are 
open and honest about what you think 
and how you feel.
– LIBRA: There is a danger today you 
might believe you have to act now, im-
mediately, this very moment, but that’s 
actually the opposite of what you 
should be doing. Slow down and take 
each task as it comes. You have all the 
time in the world to shine.
– SCORPIO: Partners, colleagues and 
loved ones will be running here, there 
and everywhere today but you are 
smart enough to know you can just 
sit back and let life come to you. You 
don’t have to be on the go every min-
ute of every day to be a success.
– SAGITTARIUS: The reason a certain 
individual is talking so fast is because 
they don’t want you to stop and think 
long enough to realize they are trying 
to cheat you. If your sixth sense is tell-
ing you they cannot be trusted – and it 
should be – you must listen to it.
– CAPRICORN: You will be pleasant-
ly surprised today by new informa-
tion that helps you make sense of the 
world. Don’t reject it just because it’s 
a bit “way out”. You may be one of the 
more rational members of the zodiac 
but you know truth when you see it.
– ACQUARIUS: Pay attention to what 
your heart tells you today because you 
will only be able to work out what is 
going on if you listen to the voice that 
comes from within. The more others 
try to bombard you with “facts” the 
more you must trust your own judge-
ment.
– PISCES: You must put the talents 
you were born with to better use in 
the days and weeks to come. Under 
no circumstances listen to those who 
try to tell you that what you are doing 
is misguided, because they’re wrong. 
You know what needs to be done.
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Ex-Tokyo Olympics official arrested in bid-rigging scandal
TOKYO: Japanese prosecutors ar-
rested a former Tokyo Olympics 
organising committee official and 
executives at three advertising 
agencies on suspicion of being in-
volved in bid-rigging of test events 
for the Games, Japanese media re-
ported today. Yasuo Mori, the for-
mer deputy executive director of 
the Tokyo 2020 Games operations 

bureau, was arrested for suspected 
breach of antitrust laws, the Asahi 

newspaper and other publications 
reported. The media reports later 
said the prosecutors also arrested 
three executives at advertising and 
event-planning firms Dentsu Inc, 
Cerespo Co and Fuji Creative Cor-
poration, a subsidiary of Fuji Media 
Holdings Inc. Spokesmen at Dentsu 
and Fuji Creative declined to com-
ment on the reports. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia’s Al-Hilal stun Flamengo of Brazil to 
reach Club World Cup final

LeBron James breaks Kareem’s NBA all-time 
points-scoring record

F1 will never gag any drivers, says Domenicali

TANGIER: Al-Hilal are just 90 minutes 
from being crowned world champions, 
after a stunning 3-2 victory on Tuesday 
over Brazilian giants, and Copa Liber-
tadores title holders, Flamengo in the 
semi-finals of the FIFA Club World 
Cup in the Moroccan city of Tangier. 
Al-Hilal, the most successful club in 
Saudi Arabia and Asia, already have 
dozens of trophies in their cabinet back 
home but have never come so close 
to a prize such as this. Riyadh rivals 
Al-Nassr might have secured the ser-
vices of high-profile signing Cristiano 
Ronaldo but Al-Hilal are now just one 
win away from a level of international 
glory unprecedented in the Kingdom. 
Coming just a few months after the na-

tional team’s victory over Argentina at 
the Qatar World Cup, these are heady 
times for Saudi football indeed. Suc-
cess in the final on Saturday would be 
the crowning achievement for Al-Hilal, 
though they are likely to find Real Ma-
drid, arguably the biggest club on the 
planet, determined to block their path 
to glory. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: LeBron James finally 
eclipsed Kareem Abdul-Jabbar as the 
most prolific scorer in NBA history on 
Tuesday, breaking a 39-year record 
that many throughout basketball be-
lieved would never be beaten. The Los 
Angeles Lakers star, playing in his 20th 
season in the NBA, passed Abdul-Jab-
bar’s longstanding total of 38,387 
points after nailing a 21-foot shot late 
in the third quarter against the Oklaho-
ma City Thunder. James flung his arms 
aloft in relief as the Crypto.com Arena 
erupted in wild celebration at his new 
record of 38,388 points. Abdul-Jabbar, 

sitting courtside, was among the first 
to congratulate James as play was in-
terrupted to salute an iconic moment 
in NBA history. “To be able to be in the 
presence of a legend and great as Ka-
reem it means so much to me,” James 
told the crowd before thanking family, 
friends and fans. (Agencies)

LONDON: Formula One will never 
gag anyone, chief executive Stefano 
Domenicali has stated in response to 
a pre-season controversy between the 
governing FIA and drivers over ‘politi-
cal’ statements and freedom of speech. 
The Italian, who represents U.S.-based 
commercial rights holders Liberty Me-
dia, told the Guardian newspaper he 
also expected the sport’s Paris-based 
governing body to clarify its position. 
“Everyone wants to talk so to have 
the platform to say what they want in 
the right way the better it is. We have 
a huge opportunity because of the 
position of our sport which is more 
and more global, multicultural and 
multi-valued. “We are talking about 20 
drivers, 10 teams and many sponsors, 

they have different ideas, different 
views. I cannot say one is right, one 
is wrong but it is right, if needed, to 
give them a platform to discuss their 
opinions in an open way. “We will not 
change that approach as a sport. That 
should be the line of our sport, to give 
everyone the chance to speak in the 
right way, not with aggressive tones or 
to offend but with respect.” The FIA, 
whose president is Mohammed Ben 
Sulayem of the United Arab Emirates, 
said in December that the update was 
“in alignment with the political neu-
trality of sport” as enshrined in the In-
ternational Olympic Committee (IOC) 
code of ethics. The FIA was awarded 
full recognition status by the IOC in 
2013. (Agencies)

Andy Murray gets wildcard entry for Dubai Tennis Championships

Toyota Tour unveils 2023 calendar with premium venues culminating  
in Asian Development Tour season-ender 

France’s Pinturault takes combined gold at World Ski Championships

Hoffenheim turn to Matarazzo after Breitenreiter’s exit

Cummins, Rohit play down pitch talks ahead of Nagpur opener

Maine LEND program hosts Family Games and Sports Day
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BERLIN: Germany, on Wednesday, reit-
erated that the main objective is to pre-
vent Iran from acquiring nuclear weap-
ons, as talks over reviving the 2015 
nuclear deal remain stalled, Anadolu 
News Agency reports. “Our goal in the 
entire game … is, and remains, to pre-
vent Iran from being nuclear-armed, 
and we do not want a nuclear weap-
ons race in the Near and Middle East,” 
Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, An-
drea Sasse, told reporters in Berlin. 
“It’s a very serious question. It is very 
concretely about Iran not being nucle-
ar-armed and being able to develop nu-
clear weapons,” she added. Berlin has 
previously urged Tehran to show “polit-
ical will” to resolve a lingering standoff 
over a nuclear probe. The Vienna-based 
International Atomic Energy Agen-

cy has been calling on Iran to explain 
the presence of undeclared man-made 
uranium found at three sites, request-
ing “access to locations and material” 
as well as the collection of samples. In 
the absence of progress, the UN nucle-
ar watchdog said it could not guarantee 
the authenticity and integrity of Iran’s 
nuclear program. Tehran has repeat-
edly said that traces of enriched ura-
nium found in Iran were brought into 
the country from abroad. The US and 
its Western allies argue that the nuclear 
talks were stalled because Tehran was 
“making demands that have nothing 
to do” with the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA). The Iran nu-
clear agreement was scrapped in 2018 
by then-American President Donald 
Trump. (Agencies)

BEIJING: The city of Enshi in Central 
China’s Hubei Province on Wednes-
day withdrew a travel restriction on 
its residents to eight countries, after 
the expressions in the restriction no-
tice, which was intended to prevent 
and crack down on telecom fraud and 
cross-border gambling, caused misun-
derstanding. Enshi citizens who need 
to work, study or travel to Cambodia, 
Myanmar, Laos, UAE, Philippines, 
Thailand, Malaysia and Turkey can go 
to the immigration service hall for nor-
mal exit and entry procedures, a staffer 
of the anti-fraud telecom center at Enshi 
public security bureau told Shangyou 
News on Wednesday. The response 
came after a notice released by the En-
shi public security bureau on Tuesday, 
which advised citizens not to go to the 
eight countries unless for emergency 
or necessary reasons. According to the 
notice, the suggestion was made to stop 
people in Enshi from illegally going 
abroad to commit telecom and inter-
net fraud. But those studying abroad or 
travelling for business will still be able 
to visit these countries after receiving 
approval from their residential com-
munity or village and the local police 
station at least three days before their 

departure. The notice was targeting 
those suspected of engaging telecom 
fraud rather than ordinary residents, 
said a representative from the Enshi 
public security bureau on Wednes-
day. Sources familiar with the matter 
said Enshi public security bureau de-
leted the notice as it failed to correct-
ly and clearly express the social con-
sensus of combating telecom scam, 
Shangyou News reported. In the de-
leted notice, Enshi police also called 
on its residents living in the eight 
countries who have been designated 
by the Ministry of Public Security as 
high-risk groups to immediately con-
tact local police authorities in Enshi 
before returning to China.  Accord-
ing to the Ministry of Public Security, 
China has solved 319,000 cases of 
telecom and internet fraud, as well 
as 37,527 cross-border gambling 
cases in 2022. In June 2022, China 
launched a one-year-long targeted 
campaign called “Pulling out nails” 
aimed at disrupting the heads and 
key personnel coordinating telecom 
fraud groups, in addition to those in-
volved with offshore gambling hous-
es, kidnapping and drug trafficking 
offences. (Agencies)
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 AI ‘robbing’ voice actors of their trade 
NEW YORK: Voice actors are facing 
growing competition from artificial 
intelligence, which could eventually 
force those who ply the trade out of 
work, the media outlet Vice has re-
ported. The article cited a recent case 
where internet users used a beta ver-
sion of the software to replicate the 
voices of several celebrities.  In its re-
port on Tuesday, Vice’s outlet Moth-
erboard quoted several actors and 
industry advocacy groups as warning 
that waiver clauses are becoming in-
creasingly common in contracts, with 
voice actors being asked to sign away 
the rights to their voices. Synthetic 
versions of the voices are then appar-

ently generated, sometimes with the 
actor receiving no additional com-
pensation. According to the outlet, a 
stunt pulled off by 4chan members 
last month, where they simulated fa-
mous actors reading sections of Ad-
olf Hitler’s Mein Kampf, highlighted 
the ease with which the voice-rep-
licating technology can be applied. 
ElevenLabs, the company whose soft-
ware was used, states on its website 
that it seeks to “make on-demand 
multilingual audio support a reality 
across education, streaming, audio-
books, gaming, movies, and even re-
al-time conversation.” In fact, as Vice 
points out, there exists a multitude 

of other similar businesses, most of 
which typically ask a user to record 
anywhere from ten to 60 minutes of 
audio, which is then used to create a 
synthetic replica of the person’s voice. 
The user can then enter any text and 
the system will read it out loud. Other 
websites also allow people to upload 
any previously recorded audio, the 
article notes. Some of these services 
are free to use, while others charge a 
small fee. Game and animation voice 
actor SungWon Cho lamented to Vice 
that “it’s disrespectful to the craft 
to suggest that generating a perfor-
mance is equivalent to a real human 
being’s performance.” (Agencies)

UK High Court rules 
against Bahrain  
in spyware case

Brazil launches raids 
to oust illegal miners 
from Indigenous land

Schoolgirl stabs classmate over 100 times

LONDON: The High Court in Lon-
don has ruled that Bahrain cannot 
claim state immunity to block a law-
suit brought in the United Kingdom 
by two dissidents who allege the 
Bahraini government hacked their 
laptops with spyware. The ruling 
on Wednesday came after Saeed 
Shehabi and Moosa Mohammed 
accused the kingdom of infecting 
their computers with surveillance 
software called “FinSpy”, which 
allowed agents to take control of 
their laptops, access their files and 
monitor their communications. The 
software also allows users to enable 
microphones and cameras on elec-
tronic devices to conduct live sur-
veillance and to track their location, 
they said. Shehabi and Mohammed, 
who both live in the UK, have said 
Bahrain infected their laptops with 
FinSpy in around 2011, which al-
lowed the kingdom to monitor their 
work with political prisoners in Bah-
rain, and are seeking damages for 
psychiatric harm. Bahrain has de-
nied hacking Shehabi and Moham-
med’s laptops and said they have 
provided no evidence of how their 
computers were alleged to have 
been infected. The kingdom had ar-
gued it was entitled to state immuni-
ty because any alleged hacking did 
not take place in the UK and that 
the psychiatric injuries claimed did 
not amount to personal injuries, for 
which there is an exception to state 
immunity in English law. But Judge 
Julian Knowles on Wednesday dis-
missed Bahrain’s application, mean-
ing Shehabi and Mohammed’s case 
can proceed in London. “This deci-
sion demonstrates that we can pre-
vail in our fight for justice and that 
our voices will not be muzzled by 
the Bahraini regime’s reprisals or 
intimidation,” Mohammed said in a 
written statement. (Agencies)

BRASÍLIA: Brazil has launched raids 
against illegal gold miners blamed for 
a humanitarian crisis on the country’s 
largest Indigenous reservation, as Pres-
ident Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva promised 
to defend the Yanomami people after 
years of neglect and rising violence. The 
Brazilian environmental and Indige-
nous agencies said on Wednesday that 
government agents were carrying out 
the operation, which began earlier this 
week. The Brazilian Institute of Environ-
ment and Renewable Natural Resources 
(IBAMA) said in a statement that agents 
destroyed a helicopter, a plane, a bulldoz-
er and support structures for the miners 
on Yanomami land in Brazil’s northern-
most state of Roraima. Two weapons 
and three boats with about 5,000 litres 
(1,320 gallons) of fuel were also seized. 
For years, Yanomami Indigenous lead-
ers have said the expansion of illegal 
mining on their territories was causing 
widespread environmental degradation, 
as well as increased threats, violence, 
and disease. Last year, the Hutukara 
Yanomami Association reported that 
the area scarred by “garimpo” or wildcat 
gold mining on the Yanomami reserva-
tion increased by 46 percent in 2021, to 
3,272 hectares (8,085 acres) (Agencies)

MOSCOW: An 11-year-old brutally 
assaulted a classmate at a school lo-
cated in the Russian city of Khimki, 
just outside Moscow. She inflicted over 
100 knife wounds on the victim which 
occurred in the school’s restroom early 
on Tuesday. According to local media 
reports, the two girls went together 
to the lavatory, excusing themselves 
from class. A dispute then apparently 
broke out, with the suspect assault-
ing her victim, stabbing and slashing 
her more than 100 times with a large 
kitchen knife she brought from home. 
Following the altercation, the assail-
ant returned to class, announcing that 
she had “killed” her classmate. The 
incident triggered a massive response, 
with police and emergency services 
arriving at the school. The victim, who 
survived the bloodbath, was airlifted to 
a hospital in critical condition. While it 
was not immediately clear what exact-

ly prompted the conflict between the 
two 11-year-olds, some media outlets 
suggested it was motivated by jealousy. 
The local office of Russia’s investigative 
committee said it had launched a crim-
inal probe into premeditated attempted 
murder, as well as suspected negligence 
exhibited by school officials. According 
to Russian law, however, a person is 
subject to criminal liability only after 
reaching the age of 14, and thus the 
suspect only faces incarceration at a ju-
venile detention center for a maximum 
of 30 days, as well as being placed on a 
special watch list. (Agencies)
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Outrage over Charlie 
Hebdo’s Turkey-Syria 
earthquake cartoon

India opens largest 
helicopter factory in 
new defence push

PARIS: French satirical magazine 
Charlie Hebdo has sparked outrage 
on social media after it published a 
cartoon appearing to make light of the 
magnitude 7.8 earthquake that killed 
thousands in Turkey and Syria. The 
drawing by artist Pierrick Juin showed 
teetering buildings amid heaps of rub-
ble with the caption: “No need to send 
tanks.” Social media users said the 
cartoon mocked the tragedy that im-
pacted millions of people across two 
countries and called the drawing “dis-
gusting”, “shameful”, “revolting” and 
akin to “hate speech”. A woman by 
the name of Sara Assaf responded by 
saying that she was withdrawing her 
support for the magazine. “Je ne suis 
plus Charlie” (I am no longer Charlie), 
she wrote, in reference to the slogan 
“Je suis Charlie” (I am Charlie) adopt-
ed by supporters of the outlet after the 
January 7, 2015 attack on their office. 
On that day, two brothers claiming 
affiliation to al-Qaeda opened fire at 
the Paris headquarters of the French 
satirical weekly, killing 12 people in 
retaliation for cartoon depictions of 
Islam’s Prophet Muhammad. The at-
tack triggered a global outpouring of 
solidarity with France as well as a de-
bate on what constituted free speech. 
“We were with you during your pain. 
It’s a disaster for humanity what we’re 
now going through!” one user said, be-
fore concluding: “No, it’s not humour.” 
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: India unveiled on Monday 
its largest helicopter factory, which can 
turn out at least 1,000 aircraft a year, as 
part of a defence self-reliance push to 
counter China’s growing assertiveness. 
New Delhi also announced a double-dig-
it increase in its annual defence budget 
last week with an eye on its geopolitical 
rival, with which it shares a disputed 
northern border. India is one of the larg-
est arms importers in the world and, 
even with its recent push towards local 
defence production, still relies heavily on 
hardware from Moscow, its largest and 
oldest military supplier. The new heli-
copter facility fulfils “our government’s 
pledge to gradually reduce India’s de-
pendence on foreign countries for its de-
fence needs”, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said after the inauguration. “I am 
happy that hundreds of different weap-
ons and defence systems, from modern 
assault rifles to tanks, aircraft carriers, 
helicopters and transport aircraft, are 
now being made in India,” he said. What 
was trumpeted as Asia’s largest heli-
copter factory would initially produce 
Indian-designed and developed Light 
Utility Helicopters and then expand to 
build other multirole helicopters. The 
factory in southern Karnataka state was 
inaugurated only months after New Del-
hi unveiled its locally made attack heli-
copters, designed for use in high-altitude 
areas such as the Himalayas. India also 
introduced its first locally made aircraft 
carrier in September 2022, a significant 
step in its efforts to counter Beijing’s 
growing presence in the Indian Ocean 
region. Asia’s third-largest economy also 
became only one of six countries with 
nuclear strike capabilities on land, sea 
and air after it tested a ballistic missile 
from its first indigenous nuclear-pow-
ered submarine. (Agencies)

ANKARA: South African search and 
rescue experts, as well as medical 
teams arrived in Turkiye on Wednes-
day to help victims of Monday’s dead-
ly quakes in which over 9,000 people 
have, so far, died, a humanitarian or-
ganisation said, Anadolu News Agen-
cy reports. “Gift of the Givers teams 
landed this morning in Turkiye … the 
Turkish government and their agen-
cy, AFAD, Turkish Airlines, police and 
people at the airport received us with 
open arms,” Dr. Imtiaz Sooliman, head 
of the South Africa-based humanitari-
an organisation, told Anadolu via tele-
phone. Sooliman said Turkish officials 

set up a dedicated flight for them and 
their equipment to fly to Adana, where 
they will land and later travel to the 
earthquake zone. The South African 
team includes 27 search and rescue 
team members, and 20 medical per-
sonnel to treat trauma. “Tonight, we 
are busy running against time to send 
six other search and rescue personnel 
to Turkiye,” Sooliman said. He added 
that the South African Police Service 
has also agreed to send five sniffer dogs 
and their handlers to Turkiye. “Dogs 
make a huge impact in search and res-
cue, and help in finding where people 
are buried,” he said. (Agencies)

South Africa rescue, medical teams arrive 
in Turkiye to help earthquake victims

Main goal is to deny Iran nuclear weapons – Germany

Chinese city revokes travel restriction for  
cracking down on cross-border telecom fraud


