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ANTAKYA: The death toll from earth-
quakes that struck Turkiye and Syria 
this week neared 16,000 on Thursday 
as hopes faded of many people being 
found alive 72 hours since the disaster 
and frustration simmered over the slow 
delivery of aid. A Turkish official said 
the disaster posed “very serious diffi-
culties” for the holding of an election 
scheduled for May 14 in which Presi-
dent Tayyip Erdogan has been expect-
ed face the toughest challenge in his 
two decades in power. On the ground, 
many people in Turkiye and Syria spent 
a third night sleeping outside or in cars 
in freezing winter temperatures, their 
homes destroyed or so shaken by the 
quakes they were too afraid to re-enter. 
Hundreds of thousands of people have 
been left homeless in the middle of win-
ter. The number of people killed by the 
quake, which struck in the dead of night 
and was followed by powerful after-
shocks, is on course to be larger than in 
1999 when a similarly powerful tremor 
killed 17,000 people in Turkiye’s more 
densely populated northwest. In Turki-
ye, footage emerged late on Wednesday 

of a few more survivors being rescued, 
including Abdulalim Muaini, who was 
pulled from his collapsed home in Ha-
tay, Turkiye where he had remained 
since Monday next to his deceased 
wife. Rescue workers pulled an injured 
60-year-old woman named Meral Nakir 
from the rubble of an apartment block 
in the city of Malatya, 77 hours after 
the first quake struck, state broadcaster 
TRT showed in live coverage on Thurs-
day. The death toll in Turkiye jumped to 
12,873 by Thursday morning. In Syria, 
already devastated by nearly 12 years of 

civil war, more than 3,000 people have 
died, according to the government and 
a rescue service in the rebel-held north-
west. In the devastated Syrian town of 
Jandaris, Ibrahim Khalil Menkaween 
walked in the rubble-strewn streets 
clutching a folded white body bag. He 
said he had lost seven members of his 
family including his wife and two of 
his brothers. “I’m holding this bag for 
when they bring out my brother, and my 
brother’s young son, and both of their 
wives, so we can pack them in bags,” he 
said. (Agencies)

Hopes fade for finding more Turkiye-Syria quake  
survivors as toll climbs

Saudi MBS offers to build stadiums in 
Greece, Egypt if they join World Cup bid

Iraqi army planning to buy Bell helicopters 
to replace Russian models

Britain to train Ukraine combat fighter pilots

China Refuses to Talk with Austin After Balloon Shoot Down–Pentagon

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia has offered 
to pay for new football stadiums in 
Greece and Egypt in return for their 
alliance in jointly bidding to host the 
2030 World Cup. According to the 
news site, POLITICO, an anonymous 
senior official familiar with the mat-
ter told it that Saudi Crown Prince, 
Mohammed bin Salman, in the sum-
mer of 2022, privately discussed with 
Greek Prime Minister, Kyriakos Mitso-
takis the offer to pay for his country’s 
and Egypt’s stadiums if they support-
ed a joint bid to host the games in sev-
en years. Riyadh is prepared to “fully 
underwrite the costs” of hosting for 
Athens and Egypt, another senior of-
ficial revealed. The condition for such 
an offer, though, apart from support-
ing the bid, is that Saudi Arabia will 
get to host 75 per cent of the games, 
with the remaining able to be hosted 

by the two co-hosts. The joint bid be-
tween the three friendly countries is 
in competition with a joint European 
bid by Spain, Portugal and Ukraine, 
and a joint South American bid by 
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay and 
Chile. The window for bids opened 
in June last year, and the decision on 
the tournament will be voted on by the 
200-member FIFA congress in 2024. If 
such a Saudi-led alliance does win the 
vote, it would plan to hold the match-
es across the three countries and their 
respective continents in an effort to 
provide geographical balance. Despite 
the Gulf Kingdom hosting the majori-
ty of the matches, that strategy aims to 
give the impression that it is not solely 
focused in the Middle East, as Qatar’s 
own hosting of the games took place 
last year and was subject to fierce de-
bate. (Agencies)

BAGHDAD: The Iraqi Army Aviation 
Command (IAAC) is planning to re-
place its Russian helicopters with US-
made types, according to the latest 
quarterly report on Operation ‘Inherent 
Resolve’ released by the US Depart-
ment of Defense’s Office of Inspector 
General (OIG) on 7 February. It said the 
Iraqi Ministry of Defence (MoD) has 
submitted Foreign Military Sales (FMS) 
requests for 16 Bell 412M and four Bell 
412EPX medium-lift helicopters to re-
place the IAAC’s Russian-made Mi-17s, 
15 new Bell 407Ms to replace existing 
407s in the light-attack role, and 15 new 
Bell 505 helicopters to replace the 407s 
and OH-58s currently used as trainers. 

It did not identify a direct replacement 
for the Russian Mi-28NE and Mi-35M 
attack helicopters but noted that the 
IAAC is also in the process of requesting 
an estimate for the cost and availability 
of an unspecified number of additional 
407Ms. Russian sources have reported 
that Iraq ordered 15 Mi-28NE and 28 
Mi-35M helicopters. (Janes/Agencies)

LONDON: British Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak has committed to training 
Ukrainian combat jet pilots, accord-
ing to a statement made ahead of a 
Feb. 8 visit to London by Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy. Su-
nak also offered to bolster other ini-
tiatives, including training Ukrainian 
marines and supplying unspecified 
longer-range weapons. The deal 
could also be expanded to include 
military helicopter pilots, according 
to recent testimony given to lawmak-
ers. Zelenskyy and senior officials 
are meeting in London for a round of 
engagements with their British coun-
terparts. The Ukrainian president 
will address Parliament and meet 
King Charles III; this will be Zelen-
skyy’s second foreign trip since Rus-
sia invaded his country on Feb. 24, 
2022. The leaders will discuss a two-
pronged approach to U.K. support 

for Ukraine, starting with an imme-
diate surge of military equipment to 
the country to help counter what ob-
servers expect to be a fresh Russian 
offensive in the spring, according to 
the statement, which also mentioned 
the reinforcement of long-term sup-
port. Britain and some of its allies 
have so far declined Ukraine’s re-
quests for modern fighter aircraft, 
but the statement said the upcoming 
training “will ensure pilots are able 
to fly sophisticated NATO-standard 
fighter jets in the future.” No details 
of the pilot training are available, but 
it’s likely the move would see Ukrai-
nians fly Royal Air Force Hawk jet 
trainers and Typhoon multirole com-
bat jets, even though Britain would 
have little in the way of spare train-
ing capacity and spare combat jets 
should they be required for a conflict 
or crisis. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Beijing has rebuffed 
Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin 
III’s latest attempt to talk with his Chi-
nese counterpart following the U.S. 
downing of a Chinese spy balloon, the 
Pentagon said Feb. 8.  The balloon’s 
intrusion over the continental U.S., 
and the failure to establish a dialogue 
between senior defense officials on 
both sides, has complicated the White 
House’s effort to avoid a further escala-
tion of tensions. “Secretary Austin, his 
office, did reach out to request a phone 
call after the balloon was taken down,” 
Pentagon press secretary Air Force 
Brig. Gen. Patrick S. Ryder told report-
ers.  “The PRC declined to take that 
call,” he added, referring to the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and defense 
minister Wei Fenghe. “We will remain 
open to communication. We do not 
seek conflict.” China continues to insist 
the balloon was not a spy platform, but 
instead a rogue weather balloon, and 

should not be handled as a military 
matter. The head of China’s meteoro-
logical agency has been fired, accord-
ing to news reports.  U.S. officials say 
China has flown at least four previous 
balloons into American airspace and 
Washington has clear intelligence the 
balloon was being used to surveil sen-
sitive U.S. sites, including Malmstrom 
Air Force Base’s nuclear internation-
al continental ballistic missile silos in 
Montana. The balloon’s flight derailed 
a planned trip to China by Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken—a setback to the 
Biden administration’s efforts to main-
tain open communication with China. 
In November, President Biden spoke 
of trying to put “guardrails” on the re-
lationship after meeting with Chinese 
leader Xi Jinping, and Secretary Aus-
tin spoke with Wei in November and 
expressed similar views. But this is 
not the first time that the Chinese have 
rebuffed offers from the Pentagon to 

talk. Air and Space Forces Magazine 
reported in January that Austin sought 
to talk with his Chinese counterpart 
after a Chinese J-11 fighter intercept-
ed an Air Force RC-135 Rivet Joint in 
international airspace near China. In 
that incident, the Chinese plane flew 
within 20 feet of the U.S. surveillance 
plane over the South China Sea. Ryder 
said Feb. 8 that the RC-135 mission 
was unrelated to any intelligence gath-
ering out of China’s balloon program. 
In a statement released Feb. 7, Ryder 
said Austin requested a call with his 
Chinese counterpart immediately an 
F-22 Raptor from 1st Fighter Wing shot 
down the balloon Feb. 4 off the coast 
of South Carolina. “Lines between 
our militaries are particularly import-
ant in moments like this,” Ryder said. 
“Unfortunately, the PRC has declined 
our request. Our commitment to open 
lines of communication will continue.” 
(Agencies)

Hamas condemns Israel’s ban imposed on 
Al-Aqsa Mosque sheikh 

China record negative population growth rates 
with number of newborns falling by half in 2022

India successfully lands MiG-29K on carrier

JERUSALEM: The Palestinian Is-
lamic Resistance Movement con-
demned on Wednesday the Israeli 
occupation authority’s decision to 
ban Sheikh Najeh Bkeerat from 
Al-Aqsa Mosque in occupied Jeru-
salem. “Bkeerat is the director of the 
Religious Endowment Department in 
Al Aqsa Mosque,” explained Hamas 
spokesman for Jerusalem Moham-
mad Hamada. “He has spent his life 
defending Al-Aqsa Mosque against 

Israeli violations.” The movement 
expressed its anger at the occupation 
state’s policy of targeting important 
Palestinian and national individuals. 
“This policy will provoke a backlash 
sooner or later,” it warned. This is the 
30th time since 2003 that Israel has 
banned Sheikh Bkeerat from Al-Aqsa 
Mosque. In total, this has meant that 
he has spent seven and a half years 
unable to enter the mosque, the third 
holiest site in Islam. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Multiple places across Chi-
na have recently announced their reg-
istered populations in 2022, with the 
number of newborns in some places 
falling by more than half and showing 
the negative natural growth rates of 
population. Jinhua city in East China’s 
Zhejiang Province, for example, had a 
population of 4.96 million as of 2022. 
The number of newborns in the city in 
2022 was 32,409, and the number of 
deaths was 34,315, leading to a nega-
tive natural growth rate of population 
of minus 0.38 per thousand. The new-
borns in the city dropped greatly from 
43,024 in 2021 to 32,409 in 2022. In 
the Dazu district of Southwest China’s 
Chongqing Municipality, the popula-
tion of registered households amount-
ed to 1.06 million as of the end of 

2022, with 3,456 newborns and 8,380 
deaths, causing a negative natural 
growth rate of the population of minus 
4.6 per thousand. Newborns of 3,456 
in the district in 2022 dropped by more 
than half from 2021 and widened the 
extent of negative population growth. 
The natural growth rate of population 
in the district in 2021 was minus 1.2 
per thousand. Statistics from Dali Bai 
Autonomous Prefecture in Southwest 
China’s Yunnan Province show that 
the birth rates and natural growth rate 
of the registered population continued 
to decline in 2022. The population in 
the Chinese mainland fell for the first 
time in 61 years, a decline of 850,000 
in 2022, data released in January by 
the National Bureau of Statistics of 
China (NBS) showed. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: A technology demon-
strator of India’s single-engine light 
combat aircraft successfully landed 
on the country’s first locally built air-
craft carrier INS Vikrant on Monday 
for the first time, as part of compat-
ibility testing. In a statement, the In-
dian Navy described the development 
as a historical milestone that “demon-
strates India’s capability to design, de-
velop, construct and operate indige-
nous aircraft carriers with indigenous 
fighter aircraft.” The first landing of 
a Russian-made MiG-29K fighter jet 
on the carrier also took place Mon-
day using its short-takeoff-but-arrest-
ed-recovery mode. The service said 
Indian naval pilots performed the 
two landings. The Navy plans to use 
its 12 MiG-29K fighters on the INS 
Vikrant, and bolster its fleet by pro-
curing 26 F/A-18E or Rafale M fight-
ers. The Aeronautical Development 
Agency, under the purview of the 

Defence Research and Development 
Organisation, developed three sin-
gle-engine naval LCA prototypes. The 
state-run firm Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Ltd. produced the aircraft. The 
Navy describes naval LCA prototypes 
as technology demonstrators. The 
successful landing and takeoff tests 
from aircraft carriers will help with 
the development and manufacture of 
twin-engine, deck-based fighter jets, 
according to the Aeronautical Devel-
opment Agency. (Agencies)

SpaceX’s Shotwell 
says Ukraine  
‘weaponized’  

Starlink network
WASHINGTON: The president of 
SpaceX said today that the Ukraine 
military’s use of the Starlink broad-
band system for tactical communica-
tions has moved beyond the scope of 
company’s intention in providing the 
service. “It was never intended to be 
weaponized,” Gwynne Shotwell said 
Feb. 8 at the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration’s Commercial Space Transpor-
tation Conference in Washington, DC. 
“The Ukrainians have leveraged it in 
ways that were unintentional and not 
part of any agreement.” Shotwell did 
not go into detail about how Ukraine 
has weaponized Starlink in its war 
with Russia, though Ukraine’s use 
of the satellite internet capability 
for battlefield connectivity and co-
ordinating strikes has been widely 
reported. “You offer a commercial 
product by connectivity to people, 
which is helpful in conflict. But you 
also want to be careful of how they 
use it,” she said. “They’re trying to 
fight for their country, so I under-
stand it. . . . it’s just not what was in-
tended. There are more than 23,000 
Starlink ground stations operating in 
Ukraine today, allowing the country 
to connect with the constellation of 
more than 3,200 communication sat-
ellites. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
caretaker minister for Planning and 
Public Health Engineering Hamid 
Shah on Thursday directed the offi-
cials concerned to expedite work on 
all development projects in the prov-
ince, especially the merged districts. 
Presiding over a meeting of the Plan-
ning Department, here he directed to 
monitor pace of work on all develop-
ment projects and identify reasons 
for delay in any project so that timely 

measures could be taken in this re-
gard. He said that development of the 
province, especially the merged dis-
tricts, was among priorities of the gov-
ernment and pragmatic steps would 
be taken to ensure availability of funds 
to all development schemes. Hamid 
Shah urged all the stakeholders and 
officials and people of KP to own the 
province and make joint efforts for its 
development and prosperity. The min-
ister said that KP province was facing 

the issue of shortage of funds and as-
sured that the government would take 
it up with the Federal government. 
Earlier, the minister was briefed about 
performance of the Planning and De-
velopment department, annual devel-
opment programme, PSDP and Pub-
lic Sector Partnership Programme. 
Secretary Planning Shah Mehmood 
and high officials of the department 
were present during the meeting. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Thurs-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar Uni-
versity Grid Station on February 10, 
13 and 17 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Resul-
tantly, consumers of 11 KV Universi-
ty Campur, Canal Town, Malakand-
her, Engineering, Regi, Gulabad, 
Taj Abad, Agriculture, Mera Achini, 
HMC, Ring Road, Danish Abad, Ra-
hat Abad 1, CMB, Ambela, Commer-

cial, Building Abdul Razak feeders 
will face inconvenience. It said that 
the power supply will also remain 
suspended from 132 KV Sheikh Mu-
hammadi – Kohat Town Transmission 
Line on February 11 from 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. As a result, consumers of 132 
KV KDA Kohat and Hangu grid con-
nected with 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Nishat Tarbela – Right Bank Trans-
mission Line on February 11 from 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. Resultantly, consumers 
of 132 KV Gadoon and Right Bank 
grid connected with 11 KV feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will also remain suspended 
from 132 KV Abbottabad – AMC Ab-
bottabad Transmission Line on Feb-
ruary 11 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. As a 
result, consumers of 132 KV Abbotta-
bad, Nathia Gali and 66 KV Haripur 
, Havelian grid connected with 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: To build capacity of 
its withholding agents, promote tax 
culture in the province, and increase 
tax compliance the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Revenue Authority (KPRA) 

held a workshop for the officials of 
government departments and repre-
sentatives of private entities of Dera 
Ismail Khan and Tank. A KPRA press 
release said on Thursday that Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Mobilization 
(KPRM) assisted the KPRM in con-
ducting the workshop. The partic-
ipants included officials of District 
Administration DI Khan and Tank, 
Accounts Office, Tehsil Municipal 
Administrations, and education De-
partment, Local Government Depart-
ment, Colleges, Universities, WSSD, 
Hospitals, Sugar Mills and Textile 
Mill. KPRA Director Legal, Tax Pol-
icy and Reforms Ashfaq Ahmad, 
in his welcome remarks, thanked 
KPRM for facilitating KPRA in the 
workshop and the participants for 
attending the workshop. He shed 
light on the importance of taxes 
for the development of the country 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He also 
spoke about history of sales tax on 
services and the mandate of KPRA. 
He assured complete support to the 
participants. “Our mission is to make 

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa self-reliant 
so that our government has enough 
resources for public uplift schemes 
and for that we need your assistance 
and support,” he said adding that he 
and his team will be available for any 
assistance needed for tax compli-
ance to everyone. Assistant Collector 
KPRA South Region Akhtar Rasool 
briefed the participants on the KP 
Sales Tax on Services Withholding 
Regulations 2020, in his presentation 
and explained the whole process of 
how to calculate, withhold sales tax 
from the service providers and how 
to submit their sales tax returns. The 
KPRA team including Audit Officer 
KamilZada, Audit Officer Wasifur 
Rehman and Inspector Mohammad 
Ishaq answered the questions of the 
participants. The participants of the 
training workshop thanked KPRA 
for providing them the opportunity 
to learn and assured that they will 
try their best to ensure tax compli-
ance and play their part in the prog-
ress and development of the country. 
(APP)

Minister for early completion of development projects

Power suspension in Peshawar, Tarbela, Abbottabad notified

KPRA arranges training workshop for withholding agents of DI Khan Division

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 270.25 270.75

China Yuan 40.68 41.08

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 71.93 72.23

U.A.E Dirham 73.49 73.79

UK Pound 326.85 327.55

Euro 290.11 290.71

Australian Dollar 184.3 186.7

Canadian Dollar 205 207.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
196,900

Rs 
180,491

Rs 
172,287

Rs 
147,675

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
168,810

Rs 
154,742

Rs 
147,709

Rs 
126,608

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,881 Rs 15,474 Rs 14,771 Rs 12,661

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
478,570

Rs 
438,687

Rs 
418,748

Rs 
358,927

Rain, wind with isolated hailstorm likely to 
persist in KP

Food fortification imperative to overcome 
deficiency : Seminar

79 nomination papers filed for by-election 
on 8 NA seats

Al-Khidmat provides 11 flood-affected  
districts with modern ambulances

DC inaugurates Jirga Hall

Call for attaching priority to rehabilitation of 
vulnerable segments during natural calamities

DPO condoles with martyr’s family

20 file nomination for two NA seats in Nowshera

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Mete-
orological Center on Thursday pre-
dicted rain, wind, and thunderstorm 
with snowfall over the hills in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa(KP). Moderate 
to isolated heavy rainfall / snowfall 
is expected in Chitral, Lower & Up-
per Dir, Bajaur, Malakand, Swat, 
Buner, Shangla, Kohistan, Batta-
gram, Torghar, Mansehra, Abbot-
tabad, Haripur, Kurram and Khy-
ber districts. It said that rain-wind 
and thunderstorm (with isolated 
hailstorm) is also expected in Swa-
bi, Mardan, Nowshera, Peshawar, 
Charsadda, Mohmand, Orakzai, 
Hangu, Karak, Kohat, Bannu, Lakki 
Marwat, Tank, Dera Ismail Khan, 
North & South Waziristan districts. 
The rain may subside in the after-
noon. In a possible impact, moderate 
to heavy snowfall may disrupt and 
cause the closure of roads in Chitral, 
Dir, Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Batta-
gram, Torghar, Mansehra, and Ab-
bottabad districts during the forecast 
period. Rain may also trigger land-
slides in vulnerable areas of Chitral, 
Swat, Shangla, Buner, Kohistan, Bat-

tagram, Torghar, Mansehra and Ab-
bottabad districts during the forecast 
period. During the last 24 hours, cold 
and partly cloudy weather occurred 
over most districts of the province, 
while very cold in upper districts and 
hilly areas. However, isolated drizzle 
and light rain occurred at Peshawar, 
Swat, Mardan, Bannu, D.I. Khan, 
Khyber & Kurram districts. Rain 
recorded (in mm): Parachinar 07, 
Tirah (Khyber) 03, Peshawar (A/P 
01, City Trace), Landikotal (Khy-
ber), Kalam 01 (each), Bannu and 
Dera Ismail Khan Trace (each). The 
maximum and minimum tempera-
tures recorded in centigrade at dif-
ferent stations of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa were Peshawar City 22/08, 
Chitral 10/02, Timergara 17/05, Dir 
14/-01, Mirkhani 14/-01, Kalam 11/-
07, Drosh 10/03, Saidu Sharif 17/02, 
Pattan 18/09, Malam Jabba 06/-03, 
Takht Bhai 22/07, Kakul 16/02, Bal-
akot 17/08, Parachinar 13/-03, Bannu 
25/09, Cherat 12/04, D.I. Khan 26/11. 
The minimum temperatures record-
ed in the province were, Kalam -07 C 
and Parachinar -03� C.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The participants of a 
seminar here on Thursday called 
for implementation of food fortifica-
tion programme in letter and spirit 
to overcome the food shortage. The 
seminar was organised by Pakistan 
Flour Mills Association and Nutrition 
International under National Food 
Fortification Program. Provincial 
Programme Manager of Food Forti-
fication Imtiaz Ali Shah addressing 
on the occasion said that the fortifi-
cation of staple food such as oil, ghee 
and flour would help the government 
to address and alleviate nutritional 
deficiencies especially in mother and 
infants. He said that the KP FS&HFA 
is working on the establishment of a 

Nutrition Wing to promote healthy 
and nutritious food practices in the 
province. He appreciated the role of 
Nutrition International in promot-
ing health standards and countering 
malnutrition in women and children. 
Speaking on the occasion, Chairman 
PFMA Muhammad Iqbal appreciat-
ed the proactive role of the Food Au-
thority in the fortification program 
and Nutrition International. He said 
that under the Wheat Flour Fortifi-
cation program the use of Vitamin 
B-12, folic acid, Zinc and Iron could 
protect the consumers from various 
diseases including cancer. Chairman 
PFMA KP Naeem Butt also spoke on 
the occasion.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Seventy-nine (79) 
nomination papers have been filed in 
the first phase of the by-election on 
8 vacant National Assembly Constit-
uencies from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
The seats were declared vacant due 
to the resignations of the PTI legisla-
tors. According to statistics shared by 
the Provincial Election Commission 
(PEC) here on Thursday morning, 
the highest 13 number of nomination 
papers have filed for by-election in 
NA-38 D.I. Khan-I. Potential candi-
dates from the constituency include 
Ali Amin Gandapur, Faisal Amin 
Gandapur, Ahmad Kundi and Dawar 
Khan Kundi. A total of 9 nomination 
papers have filed for by-election on 
NA-4 Swat-III while seven nomina-
tion papers including former legis-

lators, Omar Ayub Khan and Babar 
Nawaz have filed for NA-18 Haripur. 
On NA-18 Swabi, a total of 11 can-
didates including former Speaker 
National Assembly, Asad Qaiser and 
his brother Aqibullah Khan have 
filed nominations while 7 nomina-
tion papers were filed for NA-32 Ko-
hat. On NA-25 Nowshera-I, a total 
of nine candidates including Pervez 
Khattak, Khan Pervez Khan, Mo-
hammad Ismail Khattak and Ikhtiar 
Wali while 12 nominations including 
Imran Khattak and Khaleeq-ur-Reh-
man have filed nominations for NA-
26 Nowshera-II. On 43- Khyber-I as 
many as 10 candidates including 
Shah Jee Gul Afridi, Noor-ul-Haq 
Qadri and Bilawal Afridi have filed 
nomination papers.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Al-Khidmat Founda-
tion on Thursday held a ceremo-
ny to provide ambulance vehicles 
equipped with modern facilities to 
11 districts affected by floods. The 
event, which was held at Al-Khid-
mat Aghosh Home Sardar Garhi 
GT Road in Peshawar, was attend-
ed by Ameer Jamaat-e-Islami Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Abdul Wasi and 
Al-Khidmat Foundation’s Provincial 
President, Khalid Waqas. During 
the ceremony, ambulances equipped 
with modern facilities were handed 
over to the district presidents of the 
affected districts, including Low-
er Chitral, Upper Dir, Lower Dir, 
Swat, Malakand, Buner, Charsadda, 
Nowshera, Lakki Marwat, Dera Is-
mail Khan, and Tank. The provision 
of these vehicles will increase the 
number of ambulances available 

through the Al-Khidmat ambulance 
service to 87, providing greater ac-
cess to medical transportation for pa-
tients in far-flung areas of the prov-
ince. In his speech, Khalid Waqas 
emphasized the importance of the 
ambulance service in providing re-
lief to patients and expressed his 
gratitude to the volunteers and staff 
of Al-Khidmat who made it possible. 
Abdul Wasi, the Chief Guest, praised 
the valuable services of Al-Khidmat 
after the police line suicide attack 
and stated that Al-Khidmat is the 
face of the entire nation both domes-
tically and abroad. The provision of 
these ambulance vehicles is just one 
example of the ongoing efforts by 
Al-Khidmat Foundation to provide 
timely relief in times of disaster and 
improve the lives of those in need.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Kohat, Adnan Afridi and Dis-
trict Police Officer, Nazir Khan here 
on Thursday inaugurated the newly 
constructed Jirga Hall. 
The inauguration ceremony was at-
tended among others by tribal elders 
of Orakzai and local elites. Address-
ing the ceremony, the Deputy Com-
missioner said that jirga was part of 

our tradition and the construction of 
a proper place to hold jirga would 
help resolve disputes according to 
local customs and traditions in an 
amicable way.
He also urged the people and trib-
al elders to solve their problems 
with mutual consent keeping 
in view traditions and customs.  
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The speakers at a 
one-day consultation workshop on 
Thursday called for attaching pri-
ority to the rehabilitation and re-
covery of vulnerable segments of 
society especially women, children, 
persons with disabilities, senior cit-
izens and transgender during natu-
ral calamities. The workshop “Gen-
der and safeguarding in response 
and early recovery phases of the 
flood emergency 2022” was orga-
nized by Provincial Disaster Man-
agement Authority (PDMA) Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa in collaboration 
with Islamic Relief Pakistan and the 
Network of Disaster Management 
Practitioners (NDMP) at PDMA HQ 
here.  They said gender integration 
in policies, plans and strategies was 
important to align priority groups as 
per needs to allocate resources and 
make a strategic framework for the 
vulnerable groups including wom-

en, children and persons with dis-
abilities. Speaking on the occasion 
PDMA Director Disaster Risk Man-
agement (DRM), Muhammad Amin 
said as KP province was exposed 
to various natural disasters which 
led to deaths, fatal injuries, trauma, 
damage to property and environ-
mental degradation in past. Among 
these hazards, he said flood was a 
frequently recurring phenomenon 
and once in every five years, the riv-
erine floods and flash floods caused 
considerable damages to lives, prop-
erties, economy and the ecosystem. 
He pointed out that the recent flood 
of 2022 damaged every walk of life 
however its impact could widely be 
seen to the comparatively vulner-
able segment of the societies that 
included children, women, persons 
with disabilities, elderly people, 
transgender and other marginalized 
groups. (APP)

PESHAWAR: In a show of support 
and condolence, the District Police 
Officer (DPO) of Charsadda, Sajjad 
Ahmed Sahibzada on Thursday visit-
ed the residence of the late Constable 
Rameez Khan, who was martyred in 
a recent attack by miscreants at se-
curity checkpoint. DPO Sahibzada 
expressed his heartfelt sympathy to 
the martyr’s family and recited Fa-
tiha for departed soul. He also an-
nounced that the police department 

would provide free education to the 
children of the martyr and instruct-
ed concerned officials to take care 
of the family. The DPO’s visit was 
attended by DSP Headquarters Nas-
rullah Khan, DSP Security Pasham 
Gul Khan, and SHO Padang Police 
Station Bismillah Jan. The police de-
partment’s support for the family of 
the martyr demonstrates their com-
mitment to honoring the sacrifice of 
their martyred colleagues.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The stage has been set 
for the by-election, in Nowshera dis-
trict on two National Assembly seats, 
scheduled to be held on March 16 as 
20 aspirants have filed their nomina-
tion to contest the election on these key 
Constituencies. Among the prominent 
candidates for the NA-25 slot are PTI 
Provincial President Pervaiz Khattak, 
Mian Wajahat Kakakhel of ANP, Khan 

Pervaiz of PPP, Ikhtiar Wali and Ma-
lik Riaz of PMLN and Mehmood Ah-
mad of Tehrik e Labbaik. For NA-26, 
Nowshera, former MPA Imran Khat-
tak, Ashfaq Ahmad Khan, Mian Khaliq 
of PTI, Abdullah Khattak of PPP, Za-
hid Khan of ANP, Jan Muhammad of 
PMLN and Azizul Haq of Tehrik Lab-
baik have filed their nomination papers 
to contest the by-election. (APP)
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Following last week’s decision to pass on the responsibility of an-
nouncing the date for elections to the ECP, both the governors of KP 
and Punjab met on Monday and agreed that the coun try could not af-
ford separate elections in the current circumstanc es. Therefore, polls 
for national and provincial assemblies should be held later this year 
after the completion of the federal government’s tenure in August. 
While the reasons hold weight on multiple counts, there is the mat-
ter of following the constitution is of course some thing that will be a 
problem. Additionally, a refusal to announce a date will only further 
antagonise the PTI, which quit both assemblies to force elections and 
pressure the PDM coalition. The federal coalition is of the opinion that 
the country cannot af ford two separate elections as billions of rupees 
will be spent on the exercise. Given the existential economic woes of 
the country, hold ing elections twice would be a significant drain on fed-
eral resourc es. The cost argument is legitimate, and there are logistical 
consid erations at play as well, not to mention the census which has not 
been completed as of yet. However, it remains to be seen if there will 
be legal hurdles and whether the constitution will allow this. The fed-
eral coalition seems optimistic that pushing elections be yond 90 days 
will not require new legislation, but that the respec tive institutions will 
have to furnish substantial reasons for not holding elections. Sources 
reveal that all the coalition stakeholders are unanimous to hold general 
elections on national and provincial assemblies on the same date, and 
this does seem to be a well-coordinated move given how the two gov-
ernors also sent the letters to the ECP last week at the same time. For 
the PTI, it appears that its calculations have not worked out, with the 
PDM government getting its way with the sched uling of elections and 
buying more time for building a narrative in the run-up to the gener-
al elections. However, given how the economic sit uation is forecasted 
to worsen significantly in the coming months, it remains to be seen 
whether the PDM coalition will be able to make any amends with the 
general public in time for the elections.

Provincial Elections

And here comes the role of the IAF 
in safeguarding the space economy. 
With the increasing private sector ac-
tivities in space, such as the launching 
of commercial satellites, the introduc-
tion of ‘space tourism,’ asteroid min-
ing of minerals, and a range of other 
fascinating stuff, these space assets 
of the country need protection from 
the enemy forces. All told, contrary 
to the conventional wisdom, the aero-
space power of the IAF will protect the 
space tools like satellites that are used 
by the Indian Space Research Orga-
nization (ISRO), civilian in nature, to 
augment the country’s economic and 
scientific power. And this will be pos-
sible when there is the capacity to de-
stroy the adversary’s space weapons 
based in space, air, land, and water. 
Instead of being a frontier now, space 
complements airpower in numerous 
missions as an enabler. That is why 
analysts say that air and space should 
be complementary components of de-
fense to compensate for each other’s 
inadequacies in maintaining surveil-
lance of the vertical dimension and in 
countering threats from systems like 
ballistic missiles that transit and ma-
neuver through air and space. They 
must be integrated so that air and 
space’s diverse yet potent elements 
are networked adequately. It may be 
noted that in October 2021, Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi launched the 
Indian Space Association (ISpA) – the 
premier industry association of space 
and satellite companies. ISpA aims 
to contribute to the government’s vi-
sion of making India “Atmanirbhar” 
(self-reliant) and a global leader in the 
space arena, which is fast emerging as 
the next growth frontier for mankind. 
The association is supposed to engage 
with stakeholders across the ecosys-
tem to formulate an enabling policy 
framework that will also work towards 
building global linkages for the Indian 
space industry to bring in critical tech-
nology and investments. Its founding 
members include Bharti Airtel, Larson 
& Toubro, Nelco (Tata Group), One-
Web, Mapmyindia, Walchandnagar 
Industries, and Alpha Design Tech-
nologies. Other core members include 

Godrej, Hughes India, Ananth Tech-
nology Limited, Azista-BST Aerospace 
Private Limited, BEL, Centum Elec-
tronics, and Maxar India. Incidentally, 
way back in the 1990s, soon after the 
first Gulf War, Parliament’s Standing 
Committee on Defence had given a bi-
partisan recommendation to establish 
an aerospace command on priority to 
ensure the utilization of for national de-
velopment and security.  But, the IAF 
had taken the initiative to set up a 
Space Application Directorate at Air 
HQ as early as 1981. In those years, 
the only space capability sanctioned 
for the IAF was satellite-based com-
munication for one mobile Tactical 
Air Centre attached to the army’s 
Strike Corps! Ironically, however, 
when the bipartisan political Stand-
ing Committee was arguing for set-
ting up an Aerospace Command in 
IAF, the Space Application Centre in 
Air HQ was dissolved! India’s Min-
istry of Defense (MoD) was not par-
ticularly enthusiastic about creating 
space capabilities as India is op-
posed to weaponizing space. There 
has been a continuing debate in the 
international community about the 
militarization and weaponization of 
space. But there has been no funda-
mental understanding of what each 
of these terms would imply. For 
instance, there is the Outer Space 
Treaty; but that has been the sub-
ject of diplomatic wrangles over the 
precise definition of space weapons 
other than nuclear weapons. Be-
sides, there has been no transparen-
cy on the part of major world pow-
ers in keeping outer space free from 
military activities, with the result 
that one hears concepts like “Star 
Wars” (Strategic Defence Initiative) 
by the US and anti-satellites (ASAT) 
by Russia. In any case, it is a fact 
that the US and its allies have used 
space resources extensively in fight-
ing recent wars in Iraq and Afghan-
istan. Space started militarizing al-
most immediately after the Sputnik 
launch in 1957, and that too at a fast 
pace. The Western powers are now 
moving away from any definition 
of weaponization and militariza-

tion. They are focusing on a “code 
of conduct” for space security which 
will (like the NSG, Australia Group, 
Wassenaar Arrangement, etc.) tie 
down the hands of developing coun-
tries with a restrictive regime like 
the non-proliferation regime that 
has slowed India’s industrialization 
by years if not decades. However, it 
did not mean that India had never 
previously dedicated satellites for 
military purposes. India created an 
“Integrated Space Cell” in June 2008 
under the command of the Integrat-
ed Defence Services Headquarters, 
with the responsibility to coordi-
nate the activities of ISRO and the 
Indian Armed forces. And, by 2017, 
India reportedly had some 14 sat-
ellites being used for surveillance 
purposes. This number must have 
gone up by now, with the country 
developing ASAT (Anti-satellite) 
capability. Besides, India’s National 
Technical Research Organization 
(NTRO), which is controlled by the 
Research and Analysis Wing, India’s 
premier intelligence agency, makes 
extensive use of IRS (Indian Remote 
Satellites), RISAT (Radar Imaging 
Satellites), and CARTOSAT (optical 
earth observation satellites) data to 
aid in building a comprehensive in-
telligence picture. And that explains 
why IAF veterans have favored a 
speedy establishment of the Aero-
space Command and making it 
functional as early as possible. The 
IAF realized this very well by pub-
lishing the 2012 “Basic Doctrine of 
the Indian Air Force 2012.” In it, the 
IAF repeatedly mentioned “air and 
space power.” The doctrine was not 
talking of “air power” in isolation of 
“space power”; it talked of “aero-
space power.” The IAF seems very 
proud of this doctrine and fears the 
proposed theater commands will di-
lute it. Therefore, if the IAF sticks to 
its reservations and there are no ear-
ly resolutions, the proposed theatre 
commands will take more time to be 
realized than what the government 
visualizes.

Courtesy: The Eur Asian Times
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Indian Air Force ‘Unhappy’ With Plan To Merge With Army & Navy; 
Why Theaterisation Could Leave IAF Behind China? (Part 2 0f 2)

— By Prakash Nanda

FISH starts to rot from the head — so 
do societies and nations. History tells 
us a lot about the rise and fall of na-
tions and societal collapse of great em-
pires. Events do not repeat themselves 
exactly in case of societies undergoing 
similar disintegration and eventual 
collapse, but there are instructions in 
these situations for those who would 
care to heed the lessons therein. His-
tory is witness to the fact that societal 
collapse occurs when leaders under-
mine social contracts. Whether soci-
eties are ruled by ruthless dictators 
or popular representatives, they fall 
apart in time, with different degrees 
of severity. Normally societal collapse 
occurs over centuries as can be seen 
in the collapse of the empires like the 
Roman, Athenian, Mughal, Ottoman, 
Ming and others. Therefore, it is mind 
boggling to see the evidence of socie-
tal collapse in a young and ideological 
state like Pakistan within the short 
span of 75 years only. It is now an es-
tablished consensus among thinkers 
and scholars around the world that 
societal collapse occurs when leaders 
of a society undermine and break from 
upholding core societal principles, 
morals and ideals. The potential for 
failure is generally caused by an inter-
nal factor that might have been man-
ageable if properly anticipated. It is 
the failure of the principal leadership 
to uphold values and norms that guide 
the actions of good governance, fol-

lowed by a subsequent loss of citizen’s 
confidence in the leadership and gov-
ernment that leads to the breakdown 
of the social contract and inevitable so-
cietal collapse. A common factor in the 
collapse of societies with good gover-
nance is that leaders abandon the so-
ciety’s founding principles and ignore 
their roles as moral guides for their 
people. In a good governance society, 
a moral leader is one who upholds the 
core principles and ethos and creeds 
and values of the overall society. Most 
societies have some kind of social con-
tract, whether that’s written out or not 
and if you have a leader who breaks 
those principles, then people lose 
trust, diminish their willingness to pay 
taxes, move away, or take other steps 
that undercut the fiscal health of the 
polity.This pattern of amoral leaders 
destabilizing their societies goes way 
back. These patterns can be seen in 
many countries including Pakistan, as 
inept leaders threaten the core prin-
ciples and the stability of the places 
they govern. Mounting inequality, 
concentration of political power, eva-
sion of taxation, hollowing out of bu-
reaucratic institutions, diminishment 
of infrastructure and declining public 
services are all evidenced in many na-
tions today. It is generally agreed that 
there are roughly five stages of societal 
collapse which are;
• Financial collapse. Faith in “business 
as usual” is lost. The future is no lon-

ger assumed resemble the past in any 
way that allows risk to be assessed and 
financial assets to be guaranteed. Fi-
nancial institutions become insolvent; 
savings are wiped out and access to 
capital is lost.
• Commercial collapse. Faith that “the 
market shall provide” is lost. Money 
is devalued and/or becomes scarce, 
commodities are hoarded, import and 
retail chains break down and wide-
spread shortage of survival necessities 
become the norm.
•Political collapse. Faith that “the gov-
ernment will take care of you” is lost. 
As official attempts to mitigate wide-
spread loss of access to commercial 
sources of survival necessities fail to 
make a difference, the political estab-
lishment loses legitimacy and rele-
vance.
• Social collapse. Faith that “your peo-
ple will take care of you” is lost. As lo-
cal social institutions, be they charities, 
community leaders, or other groups 
that rush in to fill the power vacuum, 
run out of resources or fail through in-
ternal conflict.
• Cultural collapse. Faith in the good-
ness of humanity is lost. People lose 
their capacity for “kindness, generos-
ity, consideration, affection, honesty, 
hospitality, compassion, charity”. Fam-
ilies disband and compete as individu-
als for scarce resources.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Societal collapse
— BY Naghmana Alamgir Hashmi

It is easy to say that France has fallen 
into the trap of the chronic conflict 
between Algeria and Morocco by 
virtue of its historic and current re-
lations with the two countries. How-
ever, it is wrong to say that France 
has succeeded in trapping Algeria 
and Morocco by keeping its rela-
tions lukewarm at best with one or 
other of the two. In this three-way 
relationship, there are always two 
parties embracing while the third 
awaits its turn. Diplomatic tension 
between Algeria and Morocco is 
now the rule rather than the excep-
tion. During all periods of tension, 
though, France has been present 
in one way or another. For the past 
eighteen months or so, this part of 
North Africa has lived with this cri-
sis at a more dangerous level and 
the fear is that its exhausting reper-
cussions will spread to neighbouring 
countries. Today, for example, Tuni-
sia is unable to make its own deci-
sions without taking Moroccan and 
Algerian reactions into account. The 
same goes for Mauritania and Libya, 
and even for Mali and Niger. The 
matter applies even to France, with 
the difference that the Algeria-Mo-
rocco conflict does not cause French 
diplomacy to lose its independence, 
and does not negatively affect its for-
eign policy. France’s presence was 
acceptable to both Algeria and Mo-
rocco as long as it remained within 
the limits of what was permitted. To-
day, this presence has become more 
visible, more reactionary and some-
times astonishing. Whenever French 
relations with one of the two coun-
tries improved, the other was upset, 
believing that it would lose out as a 
result. Whenever relations with one 
of the two countries deteriorated, 
the other rejoiced, believing that 
this would be in its favour. Observ-
ers cannot remember an occasion 
when France was able to reconcile 
the North African neighbours within 
the past twenty years, at least, and 
have excellent relations with both 
countries at the same time. The bal-
ance has always tilted in favour of 

Morocco for many complex reasons 
in which the objective overlaps with 
selfishness and emotions. Algeria 
has always resented the warmth of 
Franco-Moroccan relations, but it 
has learned to live with it. I find it 
hard to believe that France’s “inabil-
ity” to establish balanced relations 
with both Algeria and Morocco at 
the same time is something beyond 
its capabilities. At best, French of-
ficials do nothing to upgrade their 
country’s relations with Algeria and 
Morocco to an equally good level. In 
the worst-case scenario, it is a cal-
culated and deliberate choice, the 
aim of which is to benefit from one 
country and keep the other chasing 
France’s approval, and also to pre-
serve the massive gap between the 
two. Just as it is the first to benefit 
from the differences, France will be 
the first loser with the most to lose if 
the Maghreb countries succeed one 
day in forming an independent po-
litical, strategic and economic bloc. 
We should not forget that France 
has a long history of adopting a “di-
vide and rule” policy in the Maghreb 
countries ever since the colonial era. 
There is nothing preventing it today 
from reviving this policy, especially 
with the huge amount of rivalry in 
the region. In an analysis of the cri-
sis between Algeria and Morocco, 
the Economist reported last week 
that France has “dumped Moroc-
co in favour of Algeria” after being 
driven by the gas crisis resulting 
from the Russian war in Ukraine. 
Of course, there is a lull in relations 
between Paris and Rabat, which is 
being met with a revival between 
Paris and Algiers. The lukewarm di-
plomacy is expressed by Morocco’s 
insistence on keeping its embassy in 
Paris open but without an ambassa-
dor for a long time within the past 
two years, as well as King Moham-
med VI spending a significant period 
in France in the middle of last year 
without meeting President Emman-
uel Macron.
(... to be continued)
Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

Algeria, Morocco and the French trap (Part-1)
— By Tawfiq Rabahi

E tendering in GB
The world is moving towards 
e-management but in Pakistan 
and especially in GB, the changes 
are resisted by engineers and con-
tractors to continue their pooling 
system of getting contracts. The GB 

PWD is a hub of corruption where 
only 30pc of the allocation is used 
for construction and the remaining 
goes into implementing agencies as 
commission. The present CM failed 
to con trol corruption and failed 
to bring any mega project. Gilgit 

and Skar du both are facing great 
amounts of load-shedding and the 
Satpa ra dam utterly failed. At the 
same time, the administration is in 
deep slumber and change became a 
nightmare.
– Shakir H Shamim, Skardu

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: The lack of represen-
tation from the National Highway 
Authority (NHA) at the first two-day 
international conference on “Road 
Safety for Parliamentarians” has 
sparked concerns due to the critical 
role of the NHA in maintaining road 
safety. Talking to APP an official of 
the NHA said that the authority was 
responsible for the maintenance of 
roads and should have been included 
in the conference. He stated that the 

NHA plays a critical role in ensuring 
that roads are safe for the public and 
should have been given the opportu-
nity to share its expertise with parlia-
mentarians from around the world. 
The organizer of the conference Mu-
hammad Naeem Murtaza told that 
the road safety experts aim to sen-
sitize the legislators on the five pil-
lars of road safety recognized by the 
United Nations in accordance with 
the resolution passed by the United 

Nations on Improving Global Road 
Safety, including the latest research 
and innovations in road safety, best 
practices and lessons learned from 
around the world, and the role of 
international organizations and gov-
ernments in promoting road safety. 
He informed that Assistant Professor 
at the National University of Science 
and Technology Dr. Kamran Ahmed, 
a road auditor who worked for the 
NHA has been invited. (APP)

PML-N organizational convention in Abbottabad 
today: Marriyum

DC for grand operation against mini fuel pumps

915 citizens facilitated through Police Khidmat centers

Allama Iqbal Express splits into two parts near 
Kotri; railway traffic suspended

PMD refutes misleading information about 
earthquake occurrence in Pakistan

Admin foils 26 bids to smuggle 13,268 wheat, 
flour bags

Art show marks National Women’s day

Price control magistrates directed to control prices

Gomal university’s retired employees struggling 
to get their pensions

ANF recover huge quantity of drugs,  
arrest five drug peddlers

SCCI President extend condolence over  
Turkiye-Syria deadly earthquake

Huge stock of hoarded oil seized in Kot Addu

ISLAMABAD: Spokesperson of Pa-
kistan Muslim League-Nawaz Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said on Thursday 
that the oganizational convention of 
the party will be held in Abbottabad 
today (Thursday). Senior Vice-Pres-
ident and Chief Organizer PML-N 
Maryam Nawaz will address the or-
ganizational convention, she said in 
a statement. Marriyum Aurangzeb 
said Maryam Nawaz will preside 
over the organizational meeting of 
the party in Abbottabad tomorrow. 
The organizational issues of the 
party will be discussed in the meet-
ing, she said. Marriyum Aurangzeb, 
who is also Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting, said that consul-

tations will be held on making the 
party more functional and improv-
ing its organizational structure. She 
said Maryam Nawaz will hold meet-
ings with party officials and work-
ers there. Earlier, Maryam Nawaz 
had visited Bahawalpur Division, 
she said.(APP)

LAHORE: Deputy Commissioner 
Lahore Rafia Haider on Thursday 
directed to start grand operation 
against all the mini petrol pumps in 
the provincial capital. She instruct-
ed Assistant Commissioners and 
Civil Defense officers to constitute 
special teams to sealed all the illegal 
mini fuel stations, besides confiscat-
ing installed machinery. Rafia said 
that illegal mini fuel stations situat-

ed in markets and streets, were per-
ilous for human lives, no leniency 
should be given in this regard. She 
further directed the officers to take 
all possible measures to close these 
pumps, while she appealed the cit-
izen to lodge their complaints on 
existence of any mini fuel pump in 
their neighborhood on Deputy Com-
missioner office’s control room 042-
99210630.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Police Khidmat 
Centres of Islamabad Capital Po-
lice provided transparent and expe-
ditious services to the citizens and 
facilitated 915 persons during the 
last 24 hours. A police official said 
that the Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Islamabad, Dr Akbar Nasir 
Khan has directed to ensure max-
imum facilities for the citizens of 
Islamabad. Police Khidmat Centers 
issued character certificates, gener-
al police verification reports, copies 
of FIR, missing children reports, 
and register tenants, foreigners as 
well as domestic servants. These 
centers issued 121 character certifi-

cates, 428 general police verification 
reports, 46 reports of missing doc-
uments and 52 vehicle verification 
reports while 175 foreigners, 85 ten-
ants, and eight domestic employees 
were registered. There is a Police 
mobile facilitation van service, in 
addition to Khidmat Centers set up 
in various areas and sectors, includ-
ing F-6, G-10/4 H-11, Bani Gala, and 
Swan Garden while different police 
stations are also facilitating the cit-
izens. “Well-trained staff has been 
appointed at these centers who are 
providing the best services to Paki-
stani nationals and foreigners”, the 
official said. (APP)

HYDERABAD: The Allama Iqbal 
Express, a passenger train heading 
towards Karachi from Sialkot, nar-
rowly escaped a major accident near 
Kotri railway station and the train 
split into two parts here on Thursday 
morning. As soon as the information 
was received, railway officials, po-
lice, and rescue personnel reached 
the spot, however, no casualties were 

reported. As a result of the accident, 
the railway traffic between Karachi 
and Hyderabad was suspended and 
the trains were stopped at the Hy-
derabad station while relief efforts 
have been started to clear the railway 
track. According to railway officials, 
the accident occurred due to speed-
ing when the train was switching 
from one track to another.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD) Thursday 
refuted the misinformation created 
through social media predicting the 
occurrence of any major earthquake 
in Pakistan in the coming days, say-
ing “there is no relation between 
Turkish earthquake and Pakistan 
scientifically”. The devastating earth-
quake with magnitude 7.8 which oc-
curred in southern Turkey created 
panic in Pakistan by some social me-
dia stating that “the earthquake with 
the same magnitude may occur in 
Pakistan in few days”. However, the 
PMD clarified that there is no con-
nection between the Turkish earth-
quake and Pakistan scientifically. 
There is no direct fault link between 

Turkey and Pakistan that could trig-
ger faults in Pakistan/Iran or Afghan-
istan. PMD is running its seismic 
monitoring network comprising thir-
ty remote monitoring stations and 
is recording earthquakes occurring 
within and surrounding areas every 
day which are of small to medium 
range magnitudes. It is worth men-
tioning that earthquake is purely a 
natural phenomenon. Pakistan and 
neighbouring countries like Iran, 
Afghanistan, and Tajikistan have 
experienced many major damaging 
earthquakes in past. These countries 
are earthquake-prone countries and 
PMD seismic monitoring network is 
recording more than 100 quakes ev-
ery day. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and Potohar Divi-
son police foiled 26 bids to smuggle 
13,268 wheat and flour bags during 
the last five days, said a police 
spokesman here on Thursday. He 
informed that the authorities of the 
food department along with Poto-
har Division police conducted raids 
and rounded up 26 accused name-
ly Javed, Nasir, Abdul Hafeez, Ad-
nan, Shahid, Saqib, Zahid, Kamran, 

Waseem, and others on recovery of 
13,268 wheat, flour, fine flour bags 
and 24 tons flour. He informed that 
the accused were trying to illegally 
ship out wheat and flour out of the 
Rawalpindi division. He said the 
Food Department Rawalpindi and 
district police on the directives of the 
authorities concerned were strict-
ly monitoring all the exit points of 
Rawalpindi district to foil wheat and 
flour smuggling bids.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) and No-
mad Art gallery here Thursday dis-
played a collection of artworks to 
highlight issues and empowerment 
of women in connection with Na-
tional Women’s Day falling on Feb-
ruary 12. Organized in collaboration 
with the National Commission on 
Status of Women, the events focused 
on highlighting women’s voices on 
National Women’s Day, through a 
group show “The Immersive: Unti-
tled” - a select art collection reflec-
tive of women’s issues and empow-
erment featuring 40 artists, 100 plus 
collectors artworks and installations. 
Speaking on the occasion, Director 
Nomad Gallery, Nageen Hyat spoke 
on the topic Women, Culture and 
Reclaiming our spaces to raise wom-
en empowerment issues. She said, 
since 1984 � the Nomad Gallery is 
committed to the promotion of art 
and culture; crafts development and 
marketing; integrating human rights 
and peace; economic empowerment 

of women and youth as a central fo-
cus; based in the capital, Islamabad 
with scores of renowned and emerg-
ing, national and international artists 
having exhibited at Nomad with a 
collection permanently represented. 
Nomad also works with various part-
ners and communities; from all prov-
inces of Pakistan. Artist Zoha Baig on 
the occasion spoke on awareness of 
mental health, while Umera Rashid 
raised awareness about breast can-
cer through her art pieces to break 
the taboo. Sabahat Javed highlight-
ed the story of Natasha Baig, the 
daughter of Hunza, her struggles of 
being the first female artist from the 
north. The collection of art carried 
the works of Akram Dost Baloch, 
Abrar Ahmed, Aleezeh Azhar, Amir 
Taj, Areej Nasir, Amena Lotia, Aamir 
Khatri, Areeba Ahmed, Hira Sid-
diqui, Hussain Chandio, Iram Wani, 
Masood A Khan, Mahnoor Ali Shah, 
Meharbano Khattak, Mohsin Reh-
man Baig, Muzammil H. Chandio, 
Maham Imran. (APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner Amir 
Khattak directed price control mag-
istrates to gear up surveillance for 
controlling prices of essential com-
modities in markets during a meet-
ing held here on Thursday. Chairing 
a huddle review price control meet-
ing, he ruled out flour shortage in 
any part of the division. Price magis-
trates expedited action against prof-
iteers and hoarders indiscriminate-
ly, he ordered. Amir Khattak said the 
food department had an extra stock 
of flour and thus asked the district 
administration to initiate joint oper-
ations with the said department to 
track down profiteers and hoarders 

operating in society. He also took 
notice of reports on artificial fuel 
shortage and directed the authori-
ty concerned to round up elements 
involved in such exploitation. He 
said no mafia would be allowed to 
act arbitrarily, adding that it would 
have not happened if the price mag-
istrates would ensure their presence 
in markets. The DCs of four districts 
briefed in the meeting that there 
were 2160 raids conducted by 132 
magistrates across the division. A 
fine worth Rs. 664, 500 was imposed 
on violators with four people were 
arrested and as many booked for 
committing wrong measures.(APP)

DIKhan: General Secretary of Gomal 
University Pensioners Association 
Liaqat Ali Khattak has said that the 
retired employees of Gomal Univer-
sity are struggling to get their pen-
sions. He said that a 50% pension 
was being given to the retired em-
ployees of Gomal University for the 
last six months. The administration 
of Gomal University should pay full 
pension to the pensioners and pay 
the arrears as well, otherwise, we 
would be forced to protest for which 
all the responsibility will be on the 
Vice Chancellor of Gomal University, 
he said. He said that the pensioners 
of Gomal University have reached 

the age of 75 and 85 years and many 
pensioners died before getting their 
pension arrears. He further said that 
retired employees who have ren-
dered excellent services during their 
tenure at Gomal University were 
deprived of their rights. He demand-
ed that the previously sanctioned 
amount of Rs.20 crores should be 
released to the Gomal University so 
that the university administration 
can pay its full pension and arrears 
to the poor pensioners. He also urged 
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to 
play his role in releasing pending 
funds to the university to clear dues 
of the retired employees.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Anti-Narcotic 
Force (ANF) in crackdowns against 
smugglers of contraband items coun-
trywide, arrested five drug peddlers 
and recovered a huge quantity of 
drugs from their possession. Accord-
ing to a spokesperson of the ANF, the 
force recovered 72 kg of hashish from 
the pick-up vehicle near Karachi Toll 
Plaza Super Highway and arrested 
two drug peddlers. The force at Fais-
alabad Airport seized 84 heroin cap-
sules from the stomach of an accused 
who was going to Bahrain on Flight 

No. GF 791. 1 The ANF at Islamabad 
International Airport recovered one 
heroin capsule from the stomach of a 
Nigerian citizen who was going back 
home on Flight No. QR 615. In anoth-
er operation, the force near Attock 
Salar Chowk seized 2 kg of hashish 
and arrested the accused. In a joint 
operation of ANF and FC in Khyber 
recovered 35 kg of hashish from plas-
tic bags at the Pak-Afghan border. 
Cases under the Anti-Narcotics Act 
have been registered against all the 
arrested accused.(APP)

SIALKOT: President Sialkot Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
Abdul Ghafoor Malik expressed sin-
cere condolence to Turkiye and Syr-
ia over the loss from massive earth-
quake. In a statement issued here on 
Thursday, President SCCI said that 
“we as a nation are deeply saddened 

over the loss of life and devastation 
caused by the calamity. we stand with 
our brethren in this difficult time and 
wish for speedy rehabilitation. Pres-
ident SCCI requested international 
community to provide necessary sup-
port in the relief efforts to the affected 
areas.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: The district 
administration and local police 
launched a crackdown against 
hoarders and profiteers and recov-
ered petrol and diesel worth about 
Rs. 6.4 million the other day. Ac-
cording to police, SDPO Sanawan 
Riaz Hussain conducted a raid with 

officials of district administration at 
depots of three oil companies locat-
ed at Qasba Gujrat, Kot Addu. Fol-
lowing the recovery, the depots were 
sealed on the spot. District Police 
Officer Safdar Kazmi said that the 
provision of oil at official rates was 
being ensured. (APP)

Omission of NHA from Int’l Road safety conference sparks concerns

IRSA releases 81,300 
cusecs water

Three died in  
accident in Swat

Eight ASIs, 32 head 
 constables promoted

23 Pakistanis evacuated 
from quake-hit Turkiye: FO

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 81,300 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 52,600 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1486.98 feet and was 88.98 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 17,200 cusecs 
while outflow as 38,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1129.20 feet, which was 
79.20 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 13,400 cusecs 
and 21,300 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 34,700, 37,700, 30,900 and 9,000 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 12,400 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
zero cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

SWAT: Three persons including 
driver died in an accident when a 
car plunged into a deep ditch on 
Thursday in Sarbanda, Matta tehsil 
of Swat. According to the private 
media report, the incident occurred 
when a pick-up van carrying grass, 
fell down into a deep trench due to 
brake failure. As a result, three peo-
ple died in the incident. Police and 
rescue officials reached the spot 
immediately after being informed. 
According to police sources, in the 
accident, 22-year-old Abdul Samad 
son of Pai Muhammad died on the 
spot, while the driver, 22-year-old 
Muhammad Salim son of Muham-
mad Saeed and Attaullah son of 
Ghulam Muhammad were seriously 
injured, who later died on the way to 
the hospital. (APP)

SARGODHA: Regional Police Of-
ficer (RPO) Sargodha Region Sha-
ruk Kamal Siddiqui on Wednesday 
promoted eight Assistant Sub In-
spectors (ASI’s) and 32 head con-
stables in next ranks after presiding 
a departmental promotion board 
meeting here at his office. After 
reviewing the service record of the 
employees,RPO promoted eight 
ASI’s as sub-inspectors and promot-
ed 32 head constables as Assistant 
Sub-Inspectors.He also reviewed 
the service record of 33 sub- inspec-
tors for their promotions. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Foreign Office on 
Thursday confirmed that 23 Pakistani 
nationals were evacuated from the 
quake-hit Turkiye, while no casual-
ties were reported so far. “So far, we 
have no news of casualty of any Paki-
stani in Turkiye or Syria,” the Foreign 
Office spokesperson said at a weekly 
press briefing. Spokesperson Mum-
taz Zahra Baloch said the Pakistanis 
were evacuated from Gaziantep Uni-
versity and accommodated in Adana 
city. The devastated city of Gaziantep, 
located about 33km from the epicen-
tre, suffered heavy loss of life and in-
frastructure during the earthquake. 
“Sixteen of these evacuated persons 
will be brought back to Pakistan, 
while the rest will be shifted to Is-
tanbul city of Turkiye,” she said. She 
said the country’s missions in Turkiye 
and Syria remained in constant touch 
with the relevant authorities to pro-
vide relief to Pakistanis affected by 
the earthquake. (APP)
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Imran helping terrorists with baseless statements against  
national institutions: Marriyum

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Information 
and Broadcasting Marriyum Aurang-
zeb said on Thursday that Imran Khan 
was helping terrorists with his baseless 
statements against national institutions. 
In a tweet, sharing a video clip of Imran, 
she said that with every new plaster on 
his leg, PTI Chairman has been telling 
the nation a new lie, a new accusation 

against the opponents. Marriyum said 
Imran Khan was not ready to sit with 
the national leadership to evolve a joint 
strategy on terrorism, the Kashmir is-
sue, and national security. The minister 
said how could Imran unite the nation 
when he during his government had 
run a dirty campaign against the mar-
tyrs and stated he would not be black-

mailed by the funerals of the martyrs 
of the Hazara community. The person 
who introduced hate-mongering, mis-
behavior, and division in the nation was 
spewing poison against the institutions, 
she maintained. Taking a jibe at Imran 
she said he should come out of Zaman 
Park where he had taken the shield of 
women and children.(APP)

President regularizes appointment of three 
additional judges of Peshawar high court

Ongoing connectivity projects of USF to be 
completed by June NADRA agrees to install biometric system in 

Sindh Revenue Offices

Providing relief to people top priority  
of Punjab government: DC

First woman chairperson elected  
in Balochistan LG polls

Funeral in absentia to be held for  
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Hearing of cases against Imran Khan to be 
conducted on day to day basis; demands Tarar

Newly merged tribal districts’ problems should 
be addressed on priority basis: Sajid Turi

Akhtar Hayat posted IGP KP

HEC invites applications from Afghan students 
for short documentary contest

Mushahid calls for adopting smart signals to 
reduce accidents

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Thursday approved the regular-
ization of the appointment of three 
additional judges of the Peshawar 
High Court. The additional judges 
who have been regularized include 
Justice Kamran Hayat Miankhel, 

Justice Muhammad Ijaz Khan and 
Justice Muhammad Faheem Wali, 
the President House said. The presi-
dent gave the approval on the advice 
of the prime minister in line with Ar-
ticle 175-A(13) of the Constitution. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Over seventy connec-
tivity projects worth Rs 65 billion Uni-
versal Service Fund (USF) are under-
way for the connectivity of far-flung 
would be completed by June this year. 
“28 million people would get broad-
band facilities after the completion of 
these connectivity projects,” said an 
official of the ministry of IT. He said, 
since its inception, USF has award-
ed 123 projects worth approximately 
Rs. 124.8 billion in subsidy under its 
flagship programs and empowered 
more than 26 million people living in 
over 12,000 mauzas, thereby cover-

ing over 120 districts across Pakistan. 
USF has also successfully laid more 
than 12,000 km of Optical Fiber which 
has connected more than 600 Tehsil 
Headquarters (THQs)/Union Councils 
(UCs) and major towns of Pakistan 
and is paving the way for 5G tech-
nology.He said, all these projects of 
USF are playing a vital role in gender 
empowerment and accelerating the 
accessibility of e-suite services that in-
clude e-education, e-health, e-agricul-
ture, e-finance, and e-commerce, and 
bridging the digital divide in Pakistan.
(APP)

KARACHI: Board of Revenue Sindh 
(BoR) and NADRA Technologies Lim-
ited (NTL), a subsidiary of National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA), signed an agreement for 
installation of NADRA linked Biomet-
ric Verification System at all Sub-Reg-
istrar Offices across Sindh to prevent 
impersonation in property registra-
tion in the province, here at Revenue 
House, Clifton, Karachi. Abdul Wajid 
Shaikh, Project Director, Automation 
of Stamps & Registration (ASR), BoR, 
Sindh, and Malik Saleem, Deputy Di-
rector, NTL signed the agreement on 
behalf of their respective organiza-
tions. Member (R&S), board of Rev-
enue, Sindh, Syed Ahmed Ali Shah, 
Inspector General Registration Sindh, 
Zulfiqar Ali Khushk and other officers 
of Board of Revenue, Sindh and NA-
DRA Technologies Limited were also 
present on the occasion. Underlining 

the importance of introducing biomet-
ric system, the Member (R&S), Board 
of Revenue, Sindh, Syed Ahmed Shah 
said that it would help ensure accu-
rate identification of parties to prop-
erty transactions including sellers and 
purchasers of property and thereby 
ensure safe & secure sale, purchase 
and transfer of immovable property 
in Sindh province. This will improve 
transparency in property registration. 
He expressed the resolve to transform 
BoR into a modern public sector or-
ganization. Project Director, ASR Ab-
dul Wajid Shaikh said, that NADRA 
linked biometric system is the most ef-
fective and safe method of individual 
identification in Pakistan and the im-
plementation of this digital IT solution 
in property registration will eliminate 
the risk of fraud and impersonation in 
property registration and check illegal 
transfer of property. (APP)

NAROWAL: Deputy Commissioner 
Narowal Muhammed Ashraf has in-
structed the price magistrates that 
providing relief to the people is the 
top priority of the Punjab govern-
ment for which the price magistrates 
should work actively. He stated this 
during an important meeting with 
price magistrates held at DC Office. 
Deputy Commissioner said that the 
effective steps should be taken to 
control overcharging and price lists 
should be displayed on prominent 
places at grocery stores including 

fruits and vegetables shops. Deputy 
Commissioner said that the hoarders 
and the shopkeepers who cause arti-
ficial inflation should be fined heav-
ily and cases should be registered 
against them. He said that vegetable 
and fruit markets should also be mon-
itored on the basis of inspection say-
ing that the auction process, supply 
and demand should also be closely 
monitored. Deputy Commissioner 
said that price control magistrates 
with outstanding performance would 
strongly be encouraged.(APP)

QUETTA: Dr. Durroshum Ayesha 
Khan has been elected as the first 
female chairperson in the histo-
ry of local government elections in 
Balochistan. “It is a feather in Dr. 
Durroshum Ayesha Khan’s cap after 
she was being elected as chairperson 
from Naseerabad’s union council 25 
during the third phase of the local 
government polls held on Thursday 
across the province. “Undoubtedly, it 
is the first time in the history of local 
government elections that a woman 
has been elected as chairperson in 
Balochistan,” Election Commission 
of Pakistan, Balochistan chapter 
sources told APP on Thursday. Earli-
er, Dr Durrosum Khan took oath and 

submitted nomination papers for the 
slot of chairman of the union coun-
cil Naseerabad. However, no contes-
tant appeared to contest the slot and 
subsequently she was elected unop-
posed. Parliamentary Secretary Law 
and Parliamentary Affairs Baloch-
istan Dr Rubaba Khan Buledi, Sardar 
Behram Khan Buledi and other no-
tables of the district were also pres-
ent during the oath taking ceremony 
held at Dera Murad Jamali.Talking 
to newly sworn-in councillors, Chair-
person Dr. Durrosum Khan reiterat-
ed her resole to ensure the best med-
ical, health and sanitation facilities 
to the local population of her union 
council.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad Capital Ter-
ritory (ICT) Administration will hold a 
funeral in absentia for the people who 
have lost their lives in the devastating 
earthquake of Turkiye and Syria. The 
funeral would be held after the Friday 
prayer gathering at 1:30 pm which 
will be attended by the prominent 
dignitaries of twin cities, members of 
civil society, a senior official of Islam-
abad administration, and the public at 

large. At least 15,000 people are dead 
in the 7.8 magnitude earthquake, 
which hit Turkiye and neighbouring 
Syria on Monday, toppling thousands 
of buildings including many apart-
ment blocks, wrecking hospitals, and 
leaving thousands of people injured 
or homeless. An official 51-member 
Pakistani rescue team had already 
landed in Istanbul to handle rescue 
activities. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant 
to the Prime Minister (SAPM) on 
Interior Attaullah Tarar on Thurs-
day demanded the hearing of cases 
against Imran Khan on day to day 
basis and live broadcast of their 
proceedings so that nation know 
about his real face. Talking to media 
persons here, he appealed the rele-
vant courts to ensure hearing of the 
cases against Imran Khan on day to 
day basis as the PTI chairman had 
been using delaying tactics instead 
of facing them. It is to mention that 
IHC had to hear a petition on Thurs-
day seeking former prime minister 
Imran Khan’s disqualification for 
concealing his alleged daughter 
Tyrian White in his nomination 

forms submitted to contest the 2018 
general election. Tarar said Imran 
Khan had been using delaying tac-
tics instead of making arguments 
and resorting to technicalities for 
the delay. During the trials against 
PML-N leadership in past, Attaul-
lah Tarar said that the hearing was 
conducted on day to day basis but 
Imran Khan had been avoiding to 
argue the cases on merit and trying 
to challenge the jurisdiction of the 
court. He said that Imran Khan de-
layed the foreign funding case with 
Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP) for six years and the same 
tactics were being used by him in 
Toshakhana and Tyrian White cases.  
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sajid Hussain 
Turi said that it is the need of the 
hour to end the deprivations of the 
erstwhile Federally Administrated 
Tribal Area (FATA) and address all 
necessary issues on a priority basis. 
He said that tribal people had suf-
fered the most due to the menace of 
terrorism and the promises made to 
the tribal people at the time of the 
merger have not been fulfilled, said 
a press release issued here. A tribal 
delegation consisting of more than 
150 elders from all the newly merged 

districts under the leadership of Fed-
eral Minister Sajid Hussain Turi met 
with Speaker of National Assembly 
Raja Pervez Ashraf. The problems 
faced by the merged districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa and the promis-
es made at the time of merger were 
discussed in the meeting. “The tribal 
people are losing rather than bene-
fiting from the merger of FATA. The 
aim of FATA integration should have 
been the reforms, reconstruction and 
development in war-torn areas. After 
the merger of FATA, funds from tribal 
areas were used in other districts of 
the province”, tribal elders said.(APP)

PESHAWAR: In view of the rise in 
the incidents of terrorism in the 
province, following the change of 
chief secretary, the federal govern-
ment on Thursday replaced Moaz-
zam Jah Ansari and appointed 
Akhtar Hayat Gandapur – Grade 21 
officer – as the new Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa Inspector General of Police 
(IGP). The interior ministry has also 
issued a notification in this regard. 
The new IGP has been transferred 
under Civil Service Act 1973. Prior 
to that, Akhtar Hayat was posted 
in the Federal Investigation Agency 
(FIA). - (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) has called for 
applications for Afghan Short Doc-
umentary Contest and invited all en-
thusiastic Afghan students studying 
in Pakistan under Allama Muham-
mad Iqbal Scholarships for Afghan 
Students to submit a short docu-
mentary video sharing their higher 
education experiences in Pakistan 
using high-resolution cameras or 
smart phones. According to official 
sources from HEC, the theme of the 
short documentary contest is “Edu-
cation Experiences of Afghan Youth 
studying in Pakistan” As per details 
of the application process, initially 
in step one, submit an original idea 

based documentary no longer than 
40 - 60 seconds in duration on the giv-
en theme using smart phone or high 
resolution cameras While in step 2, 
the jury members will shortlist top 
10 Afghan students’ entries to show-
case and will inform students and 
their universities’ nominated Pub-
lic Relations Officers (PROs)/ Mass 
Communication Department Faculty 
Members to participate as their Men-
tors to submit short documentary of 4  
6 minutes using only high resolution 
cameras (please refer to technical 
requirements) on the given theme in 
English language with subtitles trans-
lated into 2 languages (urdu & Dari). 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Syed on Thursday called 
for the adoption of artificial intelli-
gence-based smart traffic signals to 
reduce road accidents and fatalities. 
Addressing a two days “Road Safe-
ty for Parliamentarians” conference, 
he emphasized that traffic police, 
traffic lights, and trained drivers are 
essential components in reducing 
road accidents. Mushahid highlight-
ed the importance of staying current 
with technology, mentioning that the 
US first introduced traffic signals in 
1912, but now with advancements in 
AI, there is a need for updated traf-
fic signaling systems for improved 
communication. He noted that road 
accidents and fatalities are particu-

larly high in low to middle-income 
countries, with an average of 80 to 90 
people dying in road accidents daily. 
He pointed out that the majority of 
road accidents occur in the regions 
of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
and with 30 million vehicles on the 
roads in Pakistan, a proper road 
strategy is necessary to reduce ac-
cidents. Mushahid emphasized the 
importance of driver training in 
preventing road accidents. He also 
noted the significance of the “Saving 
Lives, Protecting People” initiative 
launched by the World Health Or-
ganization, which aims to improve 
health and save lives by strength-
ening health systems in developing 
countries. (APP)

DC inspects university 
ongoing work

Polio drops vital for  
children: Commissioner

Police arrest 21  
anti-social elements

Youth shot dead  
on resistance

SIALKOT: Deputy Commission-
er Sialkot Adnan Mehmood Awan 
visited the University of Applied 
Engineering and Emerging Tech-
nology Sambrial and inspected the 
ongoing work here on Wednesday. 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
General (ADCG) Shahid Abbas, As-
sistant Commissioner (AC) Sialkot 
Sufian Dilawar, Assistant Director 
(AD) Technical Mohsin Ali Riaz 
were present on this occasion. Dep-
uty Commissioner Adnan Mehmood 
Awan during his visit to the univer-
sity said that the total cost of the 
mega project was estimated at Rs 17 
billion. He added that 5.2 billion ru-
pees was allotted for the seven-sto-
rey academic blocks, four walls, 
admin block and other construction 
works and so far 1 billion rupees 
were spent. Deputy Commissioner 
said that the Punjab government al-
located Rs one billion for the project 
this financial year and funds of Rs 
fifty crores were released. Physical 
and financial progress on the proj-
ect was 20%.(APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner Multan di-
vision, Aamir Khattak said that ad-
ministering polio drops to children 
was indispensable for healthy gen-
eration. He expressed these views 
while presiding over review meeting 
on the anti-polio campaign arrange-
ments in Multan district. Commis-
sioner Aamir Khattak ordered steps 
to make the polio drive a success 
which was scheduled from February 
13. He urged the parents to show 
responsibility by getting their kids 
administered polio drops. While giv-
ing briefing on this occasion, CEO 
Health Multan said that the anti-po-
lio campaign would continue from 
February 13 to February 17 at 107 
union councils of the district. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police, in their ongoing operations 
against lawbreakers, conducted 
raids in different areas and rounded 
up 21 drug peddlers, bootleggers, 
illegal weapon holders and other 
criminals besides seizing over six 
kg charras, 32 liters liquor, five bot-
tles of liquor, 10 pistols 30 bore and 
other items from their possession, 
said a police spokesman here on 
Thursday. He informed that Pirwad-
hai police held Zeeshan for having 
820 grams charras while Cantt po-
lice rounded up Akram for possess-
ing 1600 grams charras and Ijaz for 
having 1500 grams charras. In other 
raids, Civil Lines, Mandra, Gung-
mandi, Pirwadhai, Bani, Civil Lines, 
Saddar Wah, and Kalar Syedan 
police arrested Sajid, Ramiz, Adil, 
Ali, Maqsood, Ghawas, Yamin, and 
Zeeshan and recovered 1860 grams 
charras, 32 liters liquor and five bot-
tles of liquor from their possession. 
(APP)

SIALKOT: A youth was shot dead 
by an unidentified armed dacoit for 
putting resistance during a mugging 
late on last night. According to Res-
cue spokesperson, a youth namely 
Samson (24-year-old) was on his 
way when a dacoit intercepted him 
near Askari petrol Pump Sattoki 
Lalarke, Pasrur Road Sialkot in ju-
risdiction of Satra police station, 
late at last night. The dacoit opened 
fire and shot him dead when he 
tried to resist the dacoity bid. Police 
have registered a case and start-
ed investigations on this regard. 
(APP)
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Saudi Arabia’s Industrial Production Index rises 7.3% y-o-y  
in December 2022: GASTAT 

EU clearing house profits on frozen Russian assets

First Aussie coal shipment in over 2 years heads to China

Oil Updates — Crude steady; TotalEnergies net profits double to 
record $36bn in 2022 

Russian lender granted banking license by Gulf state – FT

China’s oil demand predicted to soar

Institutional investors back lawsuit against Shell board over climate risk

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Industrial 
Production Index rose 7.3 percent 
year-on-year in December 2022, pri-
marily driven by high production in 
mining and quarrying, and manufac-
turing activities, a new report released 
by the General Authority for Statistics 
showed. After months of negative 
trends in 2019 and 2020 due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Saudi Arabia’s 
IPI turned positive in May 2021 and 
has been growing continuously since 
then. GASTAT report noted that the 

mining and quarrying sector rose by 
4.3 percent in December 2022 com-
pared to the same month in 2021. 
Saudi Arabia’s mining and quarry-

ing activities also increased as the 
Kingdom raised its oil production to 
more than 10 million barrels per day 
in December 2022. The report further 
pointed out that manufacturing ac-
tivities increased by 18.5 percent in 
December 2022, compared to Decem-
ber 2021. According to GASTAT, IPI 
is an economic indicator that reflects 
the relative changes in the volume of 
industrial output, and it is calculated 
based on the industrial production 
survey.  (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: A major EU securities 
transactions company, Euroclear, re-
ported a record-high net profit in its 
2022 earnings report on Wednesday. 
According to the company, its earnings 
amounted to €1.2 billion ($1.3 billion), 
a 162% increase on the previous year. It 
noted that €597 million ($641 million) 
or roughly a half of those earnings 
came from operations with Russian 
assets that have been frozen under 
EU sanctions against Moscow. The 
Belgium-based firm settles and clears 
securities trades carried out on Euro-

pean exchanges, and serves as a cen-
tral securities depository for financial 
institutions that operate on European 
markets. The company ceased trans-
actions with Russia’s National Settle-

ment Depository (NSD) and blocked 
NSD accounts within its system fol-
lowing sanctions against the Russian 
clearing house in mid-2022. The move 
effectively made Russians unable to 
access their assets held within Euro-
clear. Throughout the year, dividends, 
coupon payments and redemptions on 
securities that belong to Russians have 
been piling up on Euroclear accounts. 
The bank estimated that as of the end 
of 2022, its balance sheet increased by 
€99 billion compared to 2021, to €124 
billion. (Agencies)

BEIJING: The first Australian coal 
shipment to China in over two years 
neared delivery today, according to 
shipping data and media reports, 
as tensions between the two Pacific 
powers show signs of easing. Once 
close trading partners, Beijing and 
Canberra have butted heads in re-
cent years over issues including Chi-
nese influence operations overseas, 
crackdowns in Xinjiang and Hong 
Kong, and the origins of the Covid-19 
pandemic. Those political tensions 

spilled into the economic arena, with 
China quietly sanctioning a range 
of Australian goods – including coal 
– and imposing a freeze on high-lev-

el contacts in 2020. But ties have 
warmed since Prime Minister Antho-
ny Albanese took office last year, and 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong be-
came Canberra’s first top diplomat to 
visit Beijing in four years in Decem-
ber. According to shipping data plat-
form MarineTraffic, a vessel called 
the Magic Eclipse was anchored off 
the coast of the southern Chinese city 
of Zhanjiang today, after departing 
last month from Hay Point in Austra-
lia’s Queensland. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Oil prices were broadly 
steady on Thursday as the prospect of 
higher fuel demand in China as it re-
opens post-COVID curbs was offset by 
fears that US crude stocks hitting their 
highest for months may signal weak-
ening demand in the world’s No. 1 
economy.  Brent crude futures gained 
06 cents to $85.15 a barrel at 08.35 a.m. 
Saudi time, while US West Texas Inter-
mediate crude futures went up 2 cents 
to $78.49 a barrel. Both benchmarks 
have gained more than 6 percent so far 

this week. French oil major TotalEner-
gies posted a record net profit of $36.2 
billion in 2022, double the previous 
year, joining in the sector’s bumper 

earnings thanks to higher oil and gas 
prices since Russia invaded Ukraine.  
TotalEnergies’ fourth-quarter adjusted 
net income was $7.6 billion, includ-
ing a $4.1 billion impairment related 
to the deconsolidation of its stake in 
Russian gas firm Novatek. The net in-
come for the last three months of the 
year was in line with analyst estimates 
in a consensus by Refinitiv and com-
pared with $6.8 billion a year earlier, 
and $9.9 billion in the third quarter of 
2022. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The United Arab Emirates 
has approved a license for Russia’s 
MTS Bank, sparking speculation that 
the Gulf state could become a poten-
tial financial haven for Moscow, the Fi-
nancial Times reported on Wednesday.  
According to the report, which cites 
officials and executives briefed on the 
matter, the decision by the UAE’s cen-
tral bank will help meet the growing 
demand for financial services from 
Russian expatriates. “It’s all about the 
business case [and] the number of 

Russians living here now,” one of the 
sources was quoted as saying. The 
outlet pointed out that tens of thou-
sands of Russians who settled in the 

UAE to escape financial restrictions in 
the EU or avoid the military draft back 
home have been complaining about 
difficulties in opening bank accounts 
there. One FT source suggested that 
this move will ease access to bank ac-
counts for Russians and open a new 
channel for money to flow into the 
UAE. He said that MTS Bank’s chair-
man, Ilya Filatov, visited the UAE last 
week as the lender prepared to roll 
out its services in the coming months. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: Global oil producers may 
have to reconsider their output poli-
cies if demand in China recovers, Re-
uters reports, citing the International 
Energy Agency (IEA). The warning 
comes as the OPEC+ alliance of 
major oil-producing nations, led by 
Russia and Saudi Arabia, decided 
last week to maintain output at cur-
rent levels. “We expect about half 
of the growth in global oil demand 
this year will come from China,” the 

IEA’s executive director, Fatih Birol, 
told the media outlet on Sunday on 
the sidelines of the India Energy 
Week conference. He added that 
China’s jet fuel demand is exploding, 
putting upward pressure on demand. 
“If demand goes up very strongly, if 
the Chinese economy rebounds, then 
there will be a need, in my view, for 
the OPEC+ countries to look at their 
[output] policies,” Birol noted. In Oc-
tober, OPEC+ member states decid-

ed to cut output by 2 million barrels 
a day from November through 2023 
– the biggest output reduction since 
2020 – which was agreed to despite 
US pressure to pump more. The 
energy alliance has opted against 
further output cuts amid Western 
sanctions on Russia, citing concerns 
that Moscow could slash oil produc-
tion in response to the embargo and 
price cap on its seaborne oil exports. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: A group of European insti-
tutional investors is backing a novel 
London lawsuit against energy giant 
Shell’s board over alleged climate 
mismanagement in a case that could 
have far-reaching implications for 
how companies tackle emissions. 
ClientEarth, an environmental law 
charity turned activist Shell investor, 
said it had filed a High Court claim on 
Wednesday, alleging Shell’s 11 direc-
tors have failed to manage the “ma-
terial and foreseeable” risks posed to 
the company by climate change – and 
that they are breaking company law. It 
is the first, notable lawsuit by a share-
holder against a board over the alleged 

failure to properly prepare for a shift 
away from fossil fuels – and comes 
one week after Shell posted a record 
US$40 billion profit for 2022, partly fu-
elled by the energy crunch after Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine. Shell reject-
ed the allegations, saying its climate 
targets were ambitious and on track 

and that its directors complied with 
their legal duties and acted in the com-
pany’s best interests. “ClientEarth’s at-
tempt … to overturn the board’s policy 
as approved by our shareholders has 
no merit,” a spokesperson said. Shell 
has ramped up spending on renewable 
energy and low-carbon technologies. 
But British pension funds London CIV 
and Nest, Swedish pension fund AP3, 
French asset manager Sanso IS, De-
groof Petercam Asset Management in 
Belgium and Denmark’s Danske Bank 
Asset Management and Danica Pen-
sion and AP Pension are among those 
to have written letters supporting the 
claim. (Agencies)

MSCI review puts Adani’s shares back in the red

Wall St falls after recent strong gains,  
Alphabet shares sink

Asia set to use half of world’s electricity by 
2025: IEA report

Iran’s ‘ghost fleet’ shipping sanctioned  
Russian oil – FT

India and Russia bolster energy ties

French trade deficit doubles

MUMBAI: Global stock index com-
piler MSCI said it was reviewing the 
status of equities in India’s Adani 
Group today, ending a brief rally 
for the troubled conglomerate, as it 
fends off allegations of market ma-
nipulation. The business empire of 
Indian billionaire Gautam Adani lost 
around US$120 billion in value after 
US short-selling investment group 
Hindenburg Research accused it of 
artificially inflating share prices. It 
clawed back some of that this week 
after pledging to repay US$1.1 bil-
lion worth of early loans in a move 
meant to reassure investors. But nine 
of the 10 listed entities linked to the 
firm slipped back into the red in ear-

ly Mumbai trading after the MSCI 
announcement, with flagship Adani 
Enterprises plunging 9.1%. US-based 
MSCI said in a statement, published 
early today India time, that the re-
view was triggered by investor con-
cerns about the “eligibility and free 
float determination of specific secu-
rities” associated with Adani Group. 
(Agencies)

NEW YORK: US stocks ended down 
on Wednesday, paring most of the 
previous session’s strong gains, with 
tech-focused shares leading the way 
lower. Alphabet Inc was the biggest 
drag on the S&P 500 and Nasdaq. Its 
shares sank 7.7% after its new AI chat-
bot Bard delivered an incorrect answer 
in an online advertisement. Adding to 
the cautious mood, Federal Reserve 
officials on Wednesday said more in-
terest rate rises are in the cards as the 
US central bank moves ahead with ef-
forts to control inflation. None hinted 
though that January’s strong jobs re-
port could drive more aggressive pol-
icy actions. Fed governor Christopher 
Waller said inflation seems poised to 

continue slowing this year but the US 
central bank’s battle to reach its 2% tar-
get “might be a long fight” with mone-
tary policy kept tighter for longer than 
anticipated. Stocks rallied on Tuesday 
following Fed Chair Jerome Powell’s 
session before the Economic Club of 
Washington, where he said interest 
rates might need to move higher than 
expected if the US economy remained 
strong, but said he felt a process of “dis-
inflation” is underway. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Asia will for the first time 
use half of the world’s electricity by 
2025, even as Africa continues to 
consume far less than its share of 
the global population, according to a 
new forecast released on Wednesday 
by the International Energy Agency. 
Much of Asia’s electricity use will be 
in China, a nation of 1.4 billion people 
whose share of global consumption 
will rise from a quarter in 2015 to a 
third by the middle of this decade, 
the Paris-based body said. “China will 

be consuming more electricity than 
the European Union, United States 
and India combined,” said Keisuke 
Sadamori, the IEA’s director of ener-
gy markets and security. By contrast, 
Africa — home to almost a fifth of 
world’s nearly 8 billion inhabitants 
— will account for just 3 percent of 
global electricity consumption in 
2025. “This and the rapidly growing 
population mean there is still a mas-
sive need for increased electrification 
in Africa,” said Sadamori. (Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran has been deploying 
more ships as part of a “ghost fleet” 
carrying Russian oil amid Western 
sanctions on exports from the coun-
try, the Financial Times reported on 
Tuesday. The term ‘ghost fleet’ refers 
to tankers used to circumvent sanc-
tions to transport oil. Iran and Vene-
zuela have perfected the practice in 
recent years to bypass US sanctions. 
The report said that at least 16 ves-
sels have started shipping Russian 
oil over the past two months. Earli-
er, just nine tankers had shifted to 
the Russian route since the start of 
the hostilities in Ukraine. According 
to FT, the volume of Russian crude 
transported on vessels identified as 

part of the ‘ghost’ network jumped to 
more than 9 million barrels in Janu-
ary from less than 3 million barrels 
in November. Many tanker opera-
tors have been willing to take part 
given the attractive rates offered, an 
unnamed shipbroker told the outlet. 
“Everyone is a sinner now,” the ship-
broker said. “The line between the 
grey market and the conventional 
tanker market has definitely gotten 
blurrier in the past year.” Under the 
existing sanctions on Russian crude, 
the EU, G7 countries, and Australia 
have banned other nations from ac-
cessing insurance and shipping ser-
vices unless they abide by a price cap 
on refined products. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Top executives of major 
Russian energy companies are attend-
ing the India Energy Week summit this 
week, as Moscow and New Delhi vow 
to strengthen their energy ties and 
expand economic cooperation. The 
world’s third-largest oil importer, In-
dia, has started to ramp up purchases 
of Russian energy after Western sanc-
tions forced Moscow to offer discounts 
on its exports in an effort to find new 
buyers. Over the last year, New Delhi 
has grown from a marginal buyer of 
Russian oil to become Moscow’s top 
consumer. Even after the EU embargo 
on crude exports and a price cap were 
imposed India continued to buy large 

volumes of Russian energy resources. 
In December alone, Moscow supplied 
a record 1.17 million barrels of crude 
a day to India. Speaking at the sum-
mit, CEO of Russian oil major Ros-
neft, Igor Sechin, said that the Urals 
blend oil price would no longer be set 
in Europe, and that Asia was now the 
largest market for Russian crude. “If 
Russian oil does not enter the Europe-
an market, then there is no reference 
price. Reference prices will be formed 
where oil volumes actually go,” Sechin 
pointed out. India has started import-
ing a wider variety of Russian crude, 
including lesser-known Arctic grades. 
(Agencies)

PARIS: The trade deficit in France al-
most doubled last year and reached 
a new record as the country’s energy 
imports surged, official data published 
on Tuesday showed. France’s trade 
deficit jumped to €164 billion ($176 
billion) from €86 billion year-on-year, 
triggered by the energy crisis in the 
EU. According to trade ministry data, 
86% of that increase was directly due 
to surging imports of oil, gas and elec-
tricity. Energy flows to the EU from 
Russia dropped to historic lows last 

year over the conflict in Ukraine, push-
ing prices up to record levels. To make 
up for the shortfall, EU nations have 
ramped up LNG shipments from all 
over the world. The alternative, how-
ever, is much more costly than energy 
resources provided by Moscow. Like 
many other EU countries Paris beefed 
up its imports in a rush to fill its gas 
storage for winter. But with gas prices 
five to ten times higher than two years 
ago, the country’s industrial output 
was put at risk of decline. (Agencies)
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DUBAI: In the brutal world of T20 
franchise cricket, finishing top of 
the table after the round robin stage 
does not guarantee a place in the 
final. The Gulf Giants finished top 
but had to play second-placed team, 
Desert Vipers, in the first qualifi-
er, the winner of which would go 
straight through to the final. In their 
10 matches, the Gulf Giants had lost 
only one match, won seven and had 

two abandoned by rain. The Desert 
Vipers won seven of their 10 games 
and lost three, two of which were to 

the Gulf Giants, both at Dubai. The 
portents seemed to be with the Gi-
ants, who won the toss and chose 
to bowl. Rohan Mustafa adopted his 
normal aggressive approach, strik-
ing Sanchit Sharma for two towering 
sixes through mid-wicket and behind 
square leg. Another six for Mustafa 
took the score to 28 after three overs, 
the high scoring Hales being very 
quiet by comparison. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER: Substitute Jadon San-
cho’s first goal since September earned 
Manchester United a thrilling 2-2 draw 
with Leeds United in the Premier 
League on Wednesday as the hosts 
came back from two goals down to sal-
vage a point. Leeds flew out of the traps 
and stunned Old Trafford into silence 
after 55 seconds when Wilfried Gnonto 
arrowed the visitors in front from the 
edge of the penalty area. The home side 
wasted a host of chances to level in the 

first half, before Leeds looked to have 
stormed into a match-winning position 
early in the second period as Raphael 
Varane put through his own net to dou-

ble the visitors’ advantage. However, 
in-form Marcus Rashford headed the 
hosts back into the match in the 62nd 
minute and Sancho stepped off the 
bench to rescue his side a point eight 
minutes later, squeezing the ball past 
goalkeeper Illan Meslier. Old Trafford 
sensed another rousing comeback 
would be completed with a late winner, 
but their side ran out of steam, failing 
to win at home for the first time in 14 
matches in all competitions. (Agencies)

PETALING JAYA: A lawsuit by Lee 
Zii Jia’s former coach Indra Wijaya is 
affecting the shuttler’s focus. Zii Jia, 
who is ranked fourth in the world, said 
the matter has affected his game, Ber-
nama reported. “All I can say is that I 
may have done things that are both 
wrong and right. I can’t change what 
has happened but what I do know is 
that we parted amicably. “I don’t want 
to comment too much as I could get my 
comments wrong by talking too much, 
resulting in too much media attention. 

I don’t want that,” he was quoted as 
saying after his first day of centralised 
training at the Academy Badminton 
Malaysia (ABM) in Bukit Kiara here. 

The centralised training camp is to 
help the national squad prepare for 
the 2023 Badminton Asia Mixed Team 
Championships (BAMTC) in Dubai, 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) from Feb 
14 to 19. Meanwhile, Zii Jia’s manager 
and sister, Zii Yii, confirmed that their 
lawyer had received a letter from In-
dra’s lawyer. “I am not sure what the 
contents of the letter are. We don’t want 
this issue to prolong and get worse. Let 
the lawyers handle it,” Bernama report-
ed her as saying. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-Provincial 
Men and Women Netball Champi-
onship would kick off at the Hamidi 
Hall of the Pakistan Sports Complex 
from Saturday. According to Pres-
ident, Pakistan Netball Federation 
(PNF), Mudassar Arain all arrange-
ments for the Championship have 
been finalised in the Organising 
Committee meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Sameen Malik. “A 
total of seven teams from all over 

the country, are participating in the 
Championship, including Punjab, 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Sindh, Ba-

lochistan, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir and Islamabad,” 
he added. He said trophies, medals 
and certificates would be distribut-
ed among the winning teams at the 
end of the tournament while the 
manager’s meeting would be held on 
Friday. The Championship is being 
played under the auspices of the Pa-
kistan Netball Federation in collab-
oration with Pakistan Sports Board. 
(Agencies)

CHICAGO: The US Soccer Feder-
ation (USSF) said on Wednesday it 
would voice its concerns to FIFA over 
a reported Saudi Arabian sponsorship 
deal for the Women’s World Cup. Last 
week, co-hosts Australia and New 
Zealand wrote to FIFA seeking ur-
gent clarification after the Guardian 
reported Visit Saudi will be named as 
a major sponsor of the July 20-Aug. 
20 tournament. “U.S. Soccer strongly 
supports human rights and equity for 
all and believes in the power of our 
sport to have a positive impact,” the 
USSF said in a statement to the Ath-
letic. “While we cannot control how 
other organisations manage sponsor-

ship selections for the tournaments we 
compete in, we can voice our concerns 
and will continue to support our play-
ers.” The United States are FIFA’s top 
ranked team and won the last two edi-
tions of the World Cup. The Guardian 
report triggered outrage in both host 
countries, with human rights activ-

ists and sportswomen saying Saudi 
sponsorship would be at odds with 
the tournament’s messaging on em-
powerment of women and girls. Sau-
di Arabia Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman has introduced reforms 
allowing women greater control over 
their lives in recent years but men 
still retain a tight grip on power in the 
kingdom. Veteran US forward Alex 
Morgan, who won the World Cup in 
2015 and 2019, described the potential 
sponsorship as “bizarre”. “Morally, it 
just doesn’t make sense,” Morgan told 
reporters on Wednesday. “I just don’t 
understand it … I really hope that FIFA 
does the right thing.” (Agencies)

LAHORE: National team’s motto, art-
istry, recognition and prestige were 
conveyed in the brand new HBL Pa-
kistan Super League (PSL) 8 trophy, 
which was unveiled on Thursday  in an 
eye-catching and memorable ceremo-
ny here at the historic Shalimar Gar-
dens by the chairman of the PCB Man-
agement Committee, Najam Sethi, in 
the presence of franchise owners, 
HBL representatives and elite cricket-
ers. The 24-karat Supernova Trophy, 
as it will be called, has been made in 
Pakistan and showcases the country’s 
skilled craftsmanship and the Pakistan 
Cricket Board’s dedication towards 
supporting local businesses. The 
three pillars of the trophy, which are 
studded with 9,907 sparkling zircon 
stones, represent the national crick-
et team’s motto: Unity, Passion, and 
Strength, while the main pillar at the 

back is further embellished with crys-
tals, representing the dedication and 
hard work that has gone into ensur-
ing the team’s success. Najam Sethi, 
chair of PCB Management Commit-
tee, said: “The HBL PSL is very close 
to my heart and it has always been 
my commitment and endeavour for it 
to become bigger, better and stronger 
each year. “With this in mind, and to 
also celebrate the pinnacle PCB event 

taking place in front of home fans, we 
decided to design a new trophy that 
encompasses our spirit as a proud na-
tion and launch it at the Shalimar Gar-
dens, which is a national treasure and 
a symbol of pride for all of us. “The Su-
pernova Trophy is a testament to the 
passion and perseverance of Pakistani 
people and serves as a source of inspi-
ration for future generations of cricket 
players. (APP)

–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You are feeling kind of up-
set over some new development, but 
your emotional state is heightening 
your mental state, so don’t read too 
much into it. Take a few days to mull 
it over first.
– TAURUS: You’re enmeshed in 
some seriously positive social activ-
ity today and may discover new as-
pects of your old relationships. If you 
and your sweetie have been fighting, 
now is the time to make up.
– GEMINI: People are listening to 
you with a little more care than usu-
al, and that could mean that you have 
more luck with your latest investi-
gations. The less you know about 
something, the more likely you are 
to learn!
– CANCER: You should keep one 
eye open at all times today, especial-
ly around work. If you’re attentive, 
you should see the trouble brewing 
before it grows into something that’s 
hard to handle!
– LEO: You are focused solely on 
your own business today, and while 
that might freak out a close friend or 

family member, they should get you 
back pretty soon. Sometimes your 
plans require focus!
– VIRGO: If you feel the urge today, 
make sure to speak up. You’ve got a 
way with words that really ought to 
make a difference in the world! Of 
course, if everything is okay, you’ve 
no need to rile things up.
– LIBRA: Today is great for shopping 
or otherwise getting new stuff for 
the house. You’ve got everything you 
need in some regards, but it’s certain 
that something nice will catch your 
eye today.
– SCORPIO: You’re feeling so strong 
and energetic than you practically 
glow in the dark today, so see if you 
can put some of that to good use. Ro-
mance, career, education, travel. It’s 
all possible for you.
– SAGITTARIUS: Your imagination 
is on top of the world today, though 
it might be hard to explain some of 
your more complicated schemes 
just yet. Your creativity is powerful 
enough to break down walls, though!
– CAPRICORN: Help your family get 
organized today. You may be the only 
one without huge or pressing issues 
on your mind, and it’s good to of-
fer practical support now and then. 
They’ll thank you later!
– ACQUARIUS: You are a little more 
exposed than you want to be right 
now. Maybe you opened up to some-
one who wasn’t ready for it, or maybe 
you are feeling a bit more pressure 
than usual at work. It clears up soon!
– PISCES: Your instincts are stron-
ger than you think they are, so make 
sure that you listen to your gut and 
trust what it says. If you’re unsure of 
something, you need to walk away 
from it before too much longer.
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Carnival’s 6th meeting ideal prep for Dubai World Cup hopefuls
DUBAI: Meydan Racecourse stag-
es another top-class card on Friday, 
when the sixth meeting of the Carni-
val should give us some pointers to-
ward runners for the Group 1 Al-Quoz 
Sprint, UAE Derby and Dubai World 
Cup on March 25. The Al-Quoz prep 
is the Group 2 Blue Point Sprint which 
is hugely competitive and features the 
last two winners — Lazuli and Equilat-

eral. Lazuli is squarely the one to beat, 
having form figures of 1-1-3 over this 

straight 1,000-meter course (the third, 
incidentally, was behind Equilateral) 
but this time he does not have the best 
of the draw, and maybe the winner can 
come from elsewhere. I’m a big fan of 
the Czech-based sprinter Ponntos who 
has a good draw here in 11. He was 
only a length and a quarter behind La-
zuli last time and, having had that run, 
could go a lot closer. (Agencies)

World No. 9 Belinda Bencic makes winning start 
at Mubadala Abu Dhabi Open

Lakers trading Westbrook to Utah in 3-team swap

ITF Jrs tennis C’ships matches called off due to rain

Over 150 register for Cholistan Desert Rally

ABU DHABI: Second seed Belinda 
Bencic got her campaign up and run-
ning with a victory to progress to the 
quarterfinals of the Mubadala Abu 
Dhabi Open, presented by Abu Dhabi 
Sports Council, on a day in which Chi-
na’s rising star Qinwen Zheng stunned 
fifth seed Jelena Ostapenko. At the 
International Tennis Centre, Zayed 
Sports City, Bencic was made to work 
in her first match of the tournament, 
winning 6-4, 7-5 against Ukraine’s 
Marta Kostyuk. Bencic made the per-
fect start to the match, taking the first 
set 6-4 and led early in the second set. 
However Kostyuk rallied to go 5-3 up 
before Bencic levelled the score at 5-5. 

The Swiss then broke again to go 6-5 
and held her serve to win 7-5. Speak-
ing after the match, she said: “It was a 
good first match of the tournament for 
me and it was tough for me. I’m happy 
with how the match went and there are 
some things that I think I can improve 
on but it’s nice to get into the next 
round.” (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Lak-
ers are trading Russell Westbrook to 
Utah and reacquiring guard D’Angelo 
Russell from Minnesota in a three-
team, eight-player deal, a person with 
knowledge of the trade told The Asso-
ciated Press on Wednesday night. The 
person spoke on condition of anonymi-
ty because the teams hadn’t announced 
the major deal made ahead of the NBA’s 
trade deadline Thursday. Los Angeles 
is also getting guard Malik Beasley and 
forward Jarred Vanderbilt from the 
Jazz, bolstering its core around LeBron 
James in a bid to jump-start their sput-
tering season. The Lakers fell to 25-30 
on Tuesday while James set the NBA’s 
career scoring record, and they sit in 
13th place in the 15-team Western Con-
ference. The Lakers are sending Juan 
Toscano-Anderson, Damian Jones and 

their first-round pick in 2027 to Utah 
with Westbrook. ESPN and The Athlet-
ic first reported the trade. Those outlets 
also said Minnesota are getting Mike 
Conley and Nickeil Alexander-Walk-
er from Utah, along with three sec-
ond-round picks. Westbrook’s tenure 
with his hometown team lasted just 
130 tumultuous games. The 2017 NBA 
MVP never thrived with James and 
injury-plagued Anthony Davis for any 
significant stretch of time, struggling to 
mold his possession-heavy game into a 
more complementary role. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The matches of the ITF 
Pakistan Juniors Tennis Champion-
ships leg-1 2023 here at PTF-SDA Ten-
nis Complex were called off due to rain 
on Thursday. A large number of foreign 
players (boys/girls) from Turkey, Rus-

sia, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Thailand, 
the UK, Malaysia, Romania, Singapore, 
China, Poland, South Korea, Canada 
and Pakistan were participating in the 
event. The matches (Boys/Girls) would 
now resume in Friday. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: More than 150 racers 
have registered themselves for the 18th 
International Cholistan Desert Rally. 
The process of registration and techni-
cal examination of vehicles was done in 
Cholistan. Medical check-up of drivers 
will also be done before the Drivers’ 
conference. According to the pro-
gramme schedule, the qualifying round 
of prepared and stock category vehicles 
will be held in Cholistan on February 
9. On February 10, the race for the first 

round of prepared category vehicles on 
the 225 km track from Kudloosh-Dahar 
will officially begin. On February 11, the 
stock category race will be held on the 
235 km lengthy track. On February 12, 
the final round of the prepared category 
race comprising 235 kilometers lengthy 
track will be held. International dirt bike 
and truck races will also be organized 
on the occasion of the Cholistan Desert 
Rally. The prize distribution ceremony 
will be held on February 12. (APP)

The Desert Vipers beat the Gulf Giants to reach the DP World ILT20 final

Super-sub Sancho helps Man United fight back for draw with Leeds

Zii Jia troubled by former coach’s lawsuit

Inter-Provincial Netball C’ship from Saturday

US Soccer to ‘voice concerns’ over Saudi sponsorship at Women’s World Cup

HBL PSL 8 trophy unveiled at historic Shalimar Gardens
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Sudan calls for international support, funding for development
KHARTOUM: Sudan yesterday called 
for the resumption of international hu-
manitarian aid and funding to support 
the country’s development and to help 
it confront economic challenges. This 
came during a meeting between Su-
dan’s Acting Foreign Minister Ali Al-
Sadiq and international envoys visiting 
the country for two days, according to 
the Sudan News Agency (SUNA). On 
Tuesday evening, envoys representing 
the European Union, France, Germany, 
Norway, the United Kingdom, and the 
United States arrived in Khartoum for 
a joint visit that end today. The Suda-

nese minister briefed the envoys on the 
political and economic situation in the 
country and the current political dia-
logue led by the tripartite mechanism. 
Al-Sadiq stressed the need for political 
parties and participants in the political 
process to agree on a document that 
could lead to the formation of a civilian 
government so as to continue the dem-
ocratic transition and run the country 
until general elections are held, SUNA 
reported citing a statement by the for-
eign minister. He also “touched on 
the need of the Sudanese citizen for 
resumption of the development aid 

and Western humanitarian assistance, 
besides the opening of international 
financing outlets under the current 
economic challenges,” the agency add-
ed. After the Sudanese army’s Com-
mander-in-Chief Abdel Fattah Al-Bur-
han dissolved both of the Sovereign 
Council and the Transitional Council 
of Ministers in October 2021, interna-
tional donors suspended aid that they 
had committed to under the previous 
transitional government. This included 
$100 million from the World Bank for 
poor families and $700 million from the 
United States. (Agencies)

Chinese balloon part 
of worldwide fleet,  

US officials say

Pakistan seeks IMF bailout to stave off 
economic collapse

WASHINGTON: The US believes a 
suspected Chinese surveillance bal-
loon that was shot down over its ter-
ritory is part of a wider fleet that has 
spanned five continents. “The Unit-
ed States was not the only target of 
this broader programme,” Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken said. 
He added that the US had shared 
information gathered from the bal-
loon debris with dozens of other 
countries. China has denied the 
balloon was being used for spying 
purposes, and says it was a weath-
er device blown astray. US officials 
have described the balloon as be-
ing about 200 ft (60m) tall, with the 
payload portion comparable in size 
to regional airliners and weighing 
hundreds - or potentially thousands 
- of pounds. Its presence in US air-
space set off a diplomatic crisis and 
prompted Secretary Blinken to im-
mediately call off a trip to China - 
the first such high level US-China 
meeting there in years. It was later 
shot down by a US fighter jet off the 
eastern coast. Citing unnamed offi-
cials, the Washington Post reported 
that the US believes the suspected 
surveillance balloon project was be-
ing operated from China’s coastal 
Hainan province and targeted coun-
tries including Japan, India, Viet-
nam, Taiwan and the Philippines. At 
a Wednesday news conference, De-
fence Department spokesman Brig-
adier General Pat Ryder confirmed 
that the US believed similar balloons 
had operated over North and South 
America, South East Asia, East Asia 
and Europe. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan is holding 
last-ditch talks with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to secure help 
to stem a deepening economic crisis 
that has all but emptied its foreign 
exchange reserves. It has enough 
dollars to cover less than a month of 
imports at normal levels and is strug-
gling to service sky-high levels of 
foreign debt. An IMF team is due to 
leave the country on Thursday after 
10 days of talks with the government 
aimed at unlocking vital internation-
al funds. In January annual inflation 
soared to over 27%, the highest its 
been in Pakistan since 1975, and there 
are mounting fears for the economy 
in a pivotal election year. This week 
the rupee sank to a historic low of 275 
to the dollar, down from 175 a year 
ago, making it more expensive for 
Pakistan to buy and pay for things. 

The lack of foreign currency is one of 
the most pressing of Pakistan’s prob-
lems. Factories like Jubilee Textiles in 
Faisalabad, the industrial heartland 
of Pakistan, were shut recently - not 
by the frequent power cuts that have 
dogged Pakistan for years, but be-
cause they couldn’t get hold of dollars 
to pay for the goods they need. “If we 
can’t import, how can we manufac-
ture? We’ve already made a loss,” its 
manager Fahim told the BBC, adding 
that all its 300 workers had been sent 
home. According to analysts, the gov-
ernment had been holding the bank’s 
exchange rate artificially high behind 
the scenes which was contributing to 
the lack of dollars in the system. At 
the end of last month, they allowed 
it to drop, which could help some 
businesses, but also push prices up. 
(BBC/Agencies)
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India clears acquisition 
of Futuristic Infantry 

Combat Vehicle
NEW DELHI: India’s Defence Ac-
quisition Council (DAC), chaired 
by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, 
has approved the procurement of 
the Futuristic Infantry Combat Vehi-
cle (FICV) for the Indian Army. The 
Ministry of Defence (MoD) said in 
a statement that the procurement, 
approved through the provision of 
an ‘Acceptance of Necessity’ (AoN) 
status under the ‘Buy (Indian)’ cat-
egory, includes the tracked version 
of the FICV for the Mechanised In-
fantry Regiment of the Indian Army. 
The MoD added that the FICV should 
be amphibious and equip a manned 
turret with the future combat system 
(FCS), and fire-and-forget top-attack 
anti-tank guided missiles (ATGMs). 
The FICV must be inducted with an 
automatic cannon of at least 30 mm 
calibre, a co-axial machine gun, and a 
stabilised remote control weapon sta-
tion (RCWS) with a 12.7 mm machine 
gun. The FICV must be equipped with 
active protection and laser warning 
systems, and it must have a carrying 
capacity of 11 soldiers. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The U.S. State De-
partment has approved Poland to buy 
advanced rockets and rocket launch-
ers worth $10 billion, marking the lat-
est such order from Eastern European 
allies in the wake of Russia’s invasion 
of Ukraine. The proposed order covers 
18 M142 High Mobility Artillery Rock-
et System, or HIMARS, launchers and 
468 launcher-loader module kits. Also 
include are 45 M57 Army Tactical Mis-
sile Systems, known as ATACMS, and 
hundreds of guided multiple launch 
rocket and warheads variants, ac-
cording to an announcement Tuesday. 
The Lockheed Martin-made weapons 
have made headlines in recent months 
as Ukraine has put the U.S.-supplied 
rockets to use against Russian forces. 
Since the first systems arrived in June, 

they have been credited as helping 
Ukrainian forces recapture territory 
around Kherson. “This proposed sale 
will support the foreign policy goals 
and national security objectives of the 
United States by improving the secu-
rity of a NATO Ally that is a force for 
political stability and economic prog-
ress in Europe,” the Defense Security 
Cooperation Agency announcement 
reads. The sale “will improve Poland’s 
military goals of updating capability 
while further enhancing interopera-
bility with the United States and other 
allies,” it adds. “Poland intends to use 
these defense articles and services to 
modernize its armed forces and ex-
pand its capability to strengthen its 
homeland defense and deter regional 
threats.” (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australia will remove Chi-
nese-made surveillance cameras from 
defence sites over national security 
fears. It comes after an audit found 900 
pieces of surveillance equipment built 
by companies Hikvision and Dahua on 
government estates. The UK and US 
made similar moves last year, citing 
fears the device data may be accessed 
by the Chinese government. Hikvision 
says those fears are unfounded. Da-
hua has not responded to a request 
for comment. The audit of Australian 
government sites found the cameras 
and security gear were located on more 
than 200 buildings, in almost every de-
partment - including the foreign affairs 
and attorney general’s departments. At 
least one unit was also found in the de-

fence department, but the total number 
at defence sites is unknown. Defence 
Minister and Deputy Prime Minister 
Richard Marles on Thursday said the 
government would find and remove the 
cameras from any defence locations 
to make them “completely secure”. “I 
don’t think we should overstate [the se-
riousness]... but it’s a significant thing 
that’s been brought to our attention 
and we’re going to fix it,” he said, add-
ing the devices pre-dated his time in 
office. Attorney General Mark Dreyfus 
said the government will review wheth-
er the cameras on other government 
buildings need to be removed as well. 
Shadow Minister for Cyber Security 
James Paterson, who requested the au-
dit, says they do. (Agencies)

KYIV: After securing main battle tanks 
(MBTs), Ukraine now wants fighter jets 
and long-range precision strike weap-
ons from the West. Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelenskyy thanked 
his Western partners on January 25 for 
pledging their battle tanks to Ukraine 
while at the same time asking them 
now to green-light the supply of fight-
er jets and long-range missiles. Also, 
Yuriy Sak, the adviser to Ukrainian 
Defense Minister Oleksii Reznikov, 
expressed confidence that the West 
would eventually consent to Ukraine’s 
request for fourth-generation fighter 
jets. “They didn’t want to give us heavy 
artillery, then they did. They didn’t 
want to give us HIMARS, then they did. 
They didn’t want to give us tanks; now 
they’re giving us tanks,” noted Sak, as 
he expressed confidence that the West 
would eventually approve the supply of 
fourth-generation aircraft. As EurAsian 
Times reported earlier, Ukrainian mil-
itary officials and experts have sought 
fourth-generation aircraft, particularly 
the American-made F-16s, since the 
onset of the Russian invasion. Colonel 
Yuriy Ihnat, the spokesperson of the Air 
Force Command of the Armed Forces 
of the Ukrainian, said in an interview in 
July last year that two squadrons of 12 
F-16s each, plus some reserves, would 
turn the tide of the war against Russia. 
However, when asked on January 30 by 

reporters about the provision of F-16s 
to Ukraine, US President Joe Biden 
categorically denied the possibility of 
sending the jets. That said, Ukraine re-
mains hopeful, as Netherlands’ Foreign 
Minister Wopke Hoekstra has indicat-
ed the possibility of providing Ukraine 
with F-16s by saying the Dutch Cab-
inet would look into it with an “open 
mind” if Kyiv requests for them. A top 
Ukrainian official said that Ukraine 
has also received “positive signals” 
from Poland, which is ready to pass 
on F-16 fighters in coordination with 
NATO. While Ukraine waits for West-
ern fighter jets, it could soon receive its 
long-sought ‘long-range’ strike capabil-
ity, designed by two premier Western 
jet manufacturers. Biden administra-
tion is preparing more military aid to 
Ukraine, which will include the long-
range Ground-Launched Small Diam-
eter Bomb (GLSDB), developed by the 
Gripen-maker Saab and American avi-
ation giant Boeing, the producer of the 
US Air Force’s formidable F-15EX Ea-
gle II air superiority fighter. (Agencies)

US clears Poland to buy HIMARS, ATACMS, 
ammunition worth $10 billion

Australia to remove Chinese surveillance 
cameras amid security fears

Allies to supply ‘Lethal Bombs’ to Ukraine 
that could hit high-value targets in Russia

Google Maps 
launches Immersive 

View in five cities
CALIFORNIA: Google is launching 
new updates for Maps that are part 
of its plan to make the navigation app 
more immersive and intuitive for us-
ers, the company announced today 
at its event in Paris. Most notably, the 
company announced that Immersive 
View is rolling out starting today in 
London, Los Angeles, New York, San 
Francisco and Tokyo. Immersive View, 
which Google first announced at I/O in 
May 2022, is designed to help you plan 
ahead and get a deeper understanding 
of a city before you visit it. The com-
pany plans to launch Immersive View 
in more cities, including Amsterdam, 
Dublin, Florence and Venice in the 
coming months. The feature fuses bil-
lions of Street View and aerial images 
to create a digital model of the world. 
It also layers information on top of the 
digital model, such as details about the 
weather, traffic and how busy a loca-
tion may be. For instance, say you’re 
planning to visit the Rijksmuseum in 
Amsterdam and want to get an idea of 
it before you go. You can use Immer-
sive View to virtually soar over the 
building to get a better idea of what 
it looks like and where the entrances 
are located. You can also see what the 
area looks like at different times of the 
day and what the weather will be like. 
Immersive View can also show you 
nearby restaurants, and allows you 
look inside them to see if they would 
be an ideal spot for you. “To create 
these true-to-life scenes, we use neural 
radiance fields (NeRF), an advanced 
AI technique, transforms ordinary pic-
tures into 3D representations,” Google 
explained in a blog post. “With NeRF, 
we can accurately recreate the full 
context of a place including its light-
ing, the texture of materials and what’s 
in the background. All of this allows 
you to see if a bar’s moody lighting is 
the right vibe for a date night or if the 
views at a café make it the ideal spot 
for lunch with friends.” The compa-
ny also announced that a new feature 
called “glanceable directions” is roll-
ing out globally on Android and iOS in 
the coming months. (Agencies)

US Congress 
introduces resolution 
in support of push for 

democracy and 
freedom in Iran

CHICAGO: The US House of Repre-
sentatives on Wednesday introduced 
a resolution expressing support for 
the people of Iran and denouncing 
the “monarchic dictatorship and 
religious tyranny” of the govern-
ing regime in Tehran. Although the 
resolution has no legal authority, it 
reinforces American support for the 
Iranian people and condemnation 
of the ongoing violations of human 
rights by the country’s govern-
ment. More than 165 members of 
Congress, from both main parties, 
co-sponsored the resolution, which 
is expected to easily pass when 
it comes up for a final vote. “The 
timing of, and the unprecedented 
number of cosponsors for, this bi-
partisan resolution, on the eve of 
the anniversary of the 1979 anti-mo-
narchic revolution that overthrew a 
corrupt and ruthless dictator, reflect 
the forward-looking policy by Con-
gress and its support for a secular, 
non-nuclear Iranian republic,” said 
Ramesh Sepehrrad, chairperson of 
the advisory board for the Organiza-
tion of Iranian American Communi-
ties. The resolution was introduced 
by Tom McClintock, a Republican 
Congressman from California, who 
said more must to be done to align 
European and Baltic nations in op-
position to the Iranian regime. “I am 
pleased to introduce this resolution 
supporting the Iranian people’s de-
sire for a democratic, secular and 
non-nuclear Republic of Iran, and 
condemning violations of human 
rights and state-sponsored terror-
ism by the Iranian government,” he 
said. (Agencies)


