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Rome: The UN’s World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP) appealed on Fri-
day for $77 million to provide food 
rations and hot meals for 874,000 
people affected by the deadly earth-
quake in Syria and Turkey. The 
number in need of aid “includes 
284,000 newly displaced people in 
Syria and 590,000 people in Turkey, 
which includes 45,000 refugees and 
545,000 internally displaced peo-
ple”, the Rome-based organisation 
said in a statement. The death toll 
from Monday’s devastating earth-
quake has passed 22,000, making 
it the region’s worst earthquake 
in nearly a century.The WFP said 
it had delivered food assistance 
to 115,000 people in Turkey and 
Syria in the past four days. “We’re 
providing mainly hot meals, ready-
to-eat food rations and family food 
packages -- things that require no 
cooking facilities and can be con-
sumed immediately,” said Corinne 
Fleischer, the WFP’s regional direc-

tor for the Middle East and North 
Africa. “For the thousands of people 
affected by the earthquakes, food is 
one of the top needs right now and 
our priority is to get it to the people 
who need it fast.” Getting aid into 
conflict-ravaged Syria has been 
particularly difficult, but the WFP 

said it had reached a total of 43,000 
people there. Thanks to stocks al-
ready inside the country, it said it 
had enough ready-to-eat rations 
there for 100,000 people, and other 
rations, which require cooking facil-
ities, for 1.4 million people for one 
month. (AFP/APP)

UN seeks aid for 874,000 Turkey-Syria 
quake survivors

India Launches Rocket Carrying 3 Satellites

High-altitude object shot down over Alaska

South Korea lifts visa curbs on Chinese travellers, 
Beijing considers similar move

NEW DELHI: The Indian Space Re-
search Organization (ISRO) said it 
successfully launched a small satellite 
launch vehicle (SSLV-D2) and placed 
three satellites into the intended or-
bit on Friday morning. The SSLV-D2 
launch took place at 9:18 a.m. local 
time (0348GMT) from the Satish Dha-
wan Space Center in Sriharikota in 
the southern state of Andhra Pradesh, 
the space agency said in a statement. 
“Mission is accomplished successful-
ly. SSLV-D2 placed EOS-07, Janus-1, 
and AzaadiSAT-2 into their intended 
orbits,” it tweeted shortly after the 
launch. It was the space agency’s sec-
ond developmental flight of the SSLV, 
as the debut flight in August last year 
failed to place two satellites into the 

targeted orbit. The agency then stat-
ed that a committee would investi-
gate and make recommendations for 
further action. According to an ISRO 
mission description, the 344-pound 
(156 kg) EOS-07 is an experimental 
satellite whose mission objectives re-
volve around developing and demon-
strating new instruments on a short 
schedule. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The U.S. military 
on Friday afternoon shot down a 
“high-altitude object” flying over 
Alaska airspace that the Depart-
ment of Defense was tracking over 
the last 24 hours, National Securi-
ty Council official John Kirby con-
firmed at the White House. “The 
object was flying at an altitude of 
40,000 feet and posed a reasonable 
threat to the safety of civilian flight. 
Out of an abundance of caution, and 
at the recommendation of the Pen-
tagon, President Biden ordered the 
military to down the object and they 
did and it came inside our territorial 
waters and those waters right now 

are frozen,” Kirby told reporters at 
the White House briefing. Fighter 
aircraft assigned to U.S. Northern 
Command took down the object 
“within the last hour,” Kirby said 
around 2:30 p.m. ET. (Agencies)

SEOUL/BEIJING: South Korea said 
Friday it would resume issuing short-
term visas to travellers from China, 
ending a Covid-linked restriction that 
sparked a furious response and tit-for-
tat measures from Beijing. In January, 
Seoul imposed travel requirements, 
including visa restrictions and PCR 
testing, on all visitors from China, as 
the world’s most-populous country 
battled a surge in coronavirus cases. 
But South Korea said the rate of pas-
sengers from China testing positive 
on arrival had dropped to 1.4 percent 
last week, down from 20 percent 
when the curbs were first introduced. 
As a result, Seoul will “remove short-
term visa restrictions on China and 
resume issuing them starting from 
February 11”, the country’s disease 
control centre said in a statement. The 
drop reflects the current situation in 
China, it said, where there have been 
“no signs of new coronavirus spread 
or mutations after the lunar new year 
holidays”. Days after Seoul stopped 

granting the visas in January, Beijing 
pushed back by calling the measures 
“discriminatory” and suspending the 
issuance of short-term visas for South 
Koreans. On Friday, Beijing welcomed 
the development, and said it would 
“actively consider reciprocally resum-
ing the issuance of short term visas 
for South Koreans visiting China,” a 
foreign ministry spokeswoman said. 
South Korea said other restrictions, 
including testing requirements, would 
remain in place. Travellers from China 
must provide a negative test before de-
parture and undergo a PCR test within 
the first day of arrival. Those testing 
positive are required to be quaran-
tined for a week. South Korea had 
removed pre-flight and on-arrival test-
ing requirements for travellers from 
all other countries last year. Seoul re-
cently dropped rules requiring people 
to wear masks in most indoor spaces, 
ending one of the country’s last major 
pandemic restrictions as Covid-19 cas-
es dwindle. (Agencies)

Slain Pakistani-American police officer 
Adeed Fayaz laid to rest with full honour

Xinjiang resumes regular passenger  
flights to Pakistan

Under US pressure, Lula delays Brazil docking of Iran warships

NEW YORK: The slain Pakistani-Amer-
ican officer of the New York Police De-
partment (NYPD), Adeel Fayaz, was 
laid to rest Thursday afternoon after 
an elaborate memorial ceremony and 
funeral attended by hundreds, includ-
ing top city officials, friends, family and 
fellow officers. The 26-year-old Fayaz, 
a father of two young children, was 
off-duty when he was shot and killed 
last week during an attempted robbery. 
His Namaz-i-Janaza held at Makki Mas-
jid in Brooklyn a borough of New York 
City drew a large number of mourners, 
many in tears. Pakistan was represent-
ed by Consul General Ayesha Ali, who 
paid tributes to the fallen officer for his 
dedication to duty. Pakistani communi-
ty members were present in full force, 

including representatives of the prom-
inent political group the American-Pa-
kistan Public Affairs Committee (AP-
PAC) Dr Ijaz Ahmad, Asad Chaudhry, 
Tanveer Chaudhry, Asif Riaz, Naheed 
Bhatti, Badar Bhatti, Iftikhar Ahmad, 
and Rizwan Yazdan. Although officer 
Fayaz was off-duty, he was granted the 
solemn ritual of a line-of-duty funeral. A 
motorcycle escort cleared the way for 
the police ambulance. Highways were 
closed as the procession made its way 
to the Makki Masjid, where the service 
took place. As his casket was brought 
out of the ambulance, hundreds of po-
lice officers stood at attention and salut-
ed on Brooklyn’s Coney Island Avenue 
which passes through an area called 
“Little Pakistan.” (Agencies)

BEIJING: Northwest China’s Xinjiang 
Uygur Autonomous Region has re-
sumed direct regular passenger flights 
to Pakistan for the first time since the 
COVID-19 pandemic started. China 
Southern Airlines resumed its regular 
passenger flights between Urumqi, 
the capital of Xinjiang, and Islamabad 
in Pakistan on Wednesday after three 
years of suspension due to COVID-19, 
CEN reported. More than 160 passen-
gers, mostly overseas students and 

business people, took the flights to and 
from Islamabad on Wednesday, accord-
ing to the Xinjiang subsidiary of China 
Southern Airlines. One passenger sur-
named Xiang, who engages in trade 
and regularly travels between China 
and Pakistan, said that the resumption 
of the direct service could greatly short-
en travel time and help him grasp mar-
ket opportunities more quickly. The air-
line is scheduled to operate one-round 
trip per week. (Agencies)

BRASILIA: Brazil bowed to US pres-
sure and declined an Iranian request 
for two of its warships to dock in Rio 
de Janeiro at a time when Brazilian 
President, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
was planning his trip to Washington 
to meet US leader Joe Biden, sourc-
es said. Brazil’s decision represents a 
gesture for closer ties with the Biden 
administration after US-Brazil rela-
tions soured under Lula’s far-right 
predecessor, Jair Bolsonaro. The 
move came despite Lula’s long-stand-

ing opposition to US sanctions on 
Tehran, advocating for a neutral for-
eign policy, Reuters reports.On 13 
January, Brazil granted permission for 
the IRIS Makran & IRIS Dena ships to 
dock in Rio’s port during 23-30 Janu-
ary, according to a post in the official 
government gazette. That window has 
been scrapped, with the ships now au-
thorised to dock between 26 February 
and 3 March, Brazil’s Foreign Ministry 
said. A US official with direct knowl-
edge of the situation said the prospect 

of Iranian warships in Rio ahead of 
Lula’s meeting with Biden on Friday 
“was something unpleasant we want-
ed to avoid.” “There were a lot of be-
hind-the-scenes conversations about 
this, at many different levels,” the offi-
cial said, adding it was good news that 
the dates would no longer coincide. A 
Brazilian military source confirmed 
that the federal government, via the 
Foreign Ministry, had shifted the dates 
and blocked the Iranian ships from 
docking. (Agencies)

EU reaffirms support 
for quake-hit Türkiye

ANKARA: The EU on Friday reiterated 
its determination to support Türkiye, 
where deadly earthquakes shook 10 
of its southern provinces. European 
Council President Charles Michel once 
again expressed the union’s condolenc-
es to victims of Monday’s two quakes 
as he spoke at a press conference af-
ter a special meeting of the conucil. 
He underscored that the bloc would 
act together with member states to 
support those affected by the disaster 
and help with search and rescue ef-
forts. Michel also expressed the union’s 
willingness to mobilize all resources to 
help the victims of the quakes. “There 
is going to a be a donor conference in 
Brussels in the near future,” he added. 
At least 18,342 people were killed and 
74,242 others injured by the two strong 
quakes, the county’s disaster manage-
ment agency announced on Friday. The 
magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 earthquakes, 
centered in Kahramanmaras province, 
were felt Monday by 13 million people 
across 10 provinces, including Adana, 
Adiyaman, Diyarbakir, Gaziantep, Ha-
tay, Kilis, Malatya, Osmaniye, and San-
liurfa. Several countries in the region, 
including Syria and Lebanon, also felt 
the strong tremors that struck in the 
space of fewer than 10 hours. More 
than 120,000 search and rescue person-
nel are currently working in the field, 
according AFAD. (Agencies)

Palestinian dies in Israeli jail due to medical negligence: NGO
RAMALLAH: A Palestinian NGO on 
Friday said a Palestinian detainee died 
in an Israeli hospital as a result of “med-
ical negligence.” The Palestinian Pris-
oners Society said in a statement that 
Ahmad Abu Ali, 48, from the occupied 
West Bank died in the Israeli Soroka 
hospital. The statement added that Abu 

Ali’s health deteriorated at night and 
he was transferred to hospital, but was 
later announced dead. According to the 
NGO, Abu Ali, from Yatta town, south-
ern Hebron city was jailed for a 12-year 
sentence in 2012. It also said that Abu 
Ali suffered from several chronic ill-
nesses including heart disease, diabetes 

and obesity, and his medical treatment 
was faced with a deliberate procrastina-
tion from the Israeli prison authorities. 
The death of Abu Ali brings the total 
deaths of Palestinians inside Israeli jails 
since 1967 to 235, including 75 who 
died due to the medical negligence, the 
statement said. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad 
Azam Khan Friday expressed his grief 
over the death of well-known poet 
and writer Amjad islam Amjad. In a 
message issued here, the Chief Min-
ister expressed his heartfelt sympathy 
and condolences to the bereaved. He 

prayed to Almighty Allah to rest his 
soul in peace and grant courage to the 
bereaved family to bear this irrepara-
ble loss with patience. Muhammad 
Azam Khan said that he is an equal 
sharer in the grief of the family and 
added, Amjad Islam Amjad was an 
eminent poet and writer. Lauding the 

services of late Amjad Islam Amjad’s 
services to urdu literature, the Care-
taker Chief Minister said, that he 
would be remembered for a long time. 
May Allah grant the deceased a place 
in His mercy and give patience to the 
bereaved, Muhammad Azam Khan 
said in his condolence message. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Medical Uni-
versity (KMU) is giving special im-
portance to improving the quality of 
medical and allied health sciences ed-
ucation in its constituent as well as af-
filiated institutions. These views were 
expressed by Vice-Chancellor KMU 
Prof. Dr. Zia Ul Haq while addressing 
a high-level meeting of the heads of 
affiliated institutions organized by the 
quality enhancement cell in the senate 
hall of the university. Registrar Prof. 
Dr. Muhammad Saleem Gandapur, 
Director of Quality Enhancement 
cell Dr. Asia Bukhari and heads of 
affiliated institutions were also pres-
ent in large numbers at the occasion. 
According to a press release issued 
here on Thursday, KMU is pursuing 
a comprehensive agenda of reforms 
in all matters related to academics, 
research, examinations, laboratories, 
and governance of the institutions 
affiliated with the University in the 

light of the guidelines of the Higher 
Education Commission and relevant 
regulatory bodies. More than two hun-
dred affiliated institutes of KMU are 
part of our existence and raising their 
overall quality is our top priority. Prof. 
Dr. Zia ul Haq said that the affiliation 
of a large number of new educational 
institutions with KMU during the last 
two years is a sign of trust in KMU 
and enhancing the quality of academ-
ics, examinations, governance, and 
research of these institutions accord-
ing to international standards is also 
a major challenge. He said that the 
purpose of today’s meeting is to estab-
lish a quality enhancement cell in all 
affiliated institutions as well as to pro-
vide guidance regarding international 
standards of quality in all sectors. VC 
KMU said that it is our goal to explain 
the classification procedure of HEC W, 
Y, and X categories to the affiliated in-
stitutions and prepare them practical-

ly for achieving these goals. According 
to this, every institution will be able to 
self-rank by checking its performance 
while in this process the Quality En-
hancement Cell of KMU will provide 
guidance and supervision. Prof. Dr. 
Zia ul Haq said that the affiliated insti-
tutions will be made cradles of knowl-
edge and research instead of business 
institutions and in this regard, KMU 
will provide all possible support and 
patronage. He said that the common 
goal of all of us is to prepare the best 
medical personnel by providing quali-
ty medical education in the province, 
which will result in revolutionary 
changes in the health delivery system. 
In the ceremony, the vice-chancellor 
and director QEC answered the vari-
ous questions of the participants and 
assured them that all possible guid-
ance and practical support will be pro-
vided by the University for Best Quali-
ty Practices. (APP)

Caretaker CM KP condoles over death of Amjad Islam Amjad

Enhancement of the overall quality of affiliated institutes  
our top priority: VC KMU

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 269.03 269.53

China Yuan 40.68 41.08

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 71.6 71.9

U.A.E Dirham 73.16 73.46

UK Pound 325.8 326.5

Euro 288.93 289.53

Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9

Canadian Dollar 206 208.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
193,700

Rs 
177,557

Rs 
169,487

Rs 
145,275

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
166,067

Rs 
152,227

Rs 
145,308

Rs 
124,550

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,607 Rs 15,223 Rs 14,531 Rs 12,455

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
470,792

Rs 
431,557

Rs 
411,943

Rs 
353,094

Commissioner chairs security review  
meeting for election

Training for administrative officers concludes

Meeting held to review arrangements  
for Polio campaign

PHC notifies transfers, posting of 142 judges

Five killed in Miranshah firing

Over 890,000 tourists visit KP in one month

Steps underway to bring reforms  
in prisons: Minister

Cold, dry weather with isolated winds 
 predicted for KP

Pesco notifies power suspension in Peshawar

Sardar Shahjahan becomes new president 
PML-N Hazara divusion

Missing man found dead

Saidu Sharif: Commissioner Mal-
akand Division Saqib Raza Aslam pre-
sided over a meeting of the Divisional 
Intelligence Coordinating Committee 
at the Commissioner’s Office Saidu 
Sharif on Friday. The meeting was 
attended by Regional Police Officer 
Sajjad Khan, the deputy commis-
sioners of the districts of Malakand 
Division, and officials of intelligence 
agencies. The overall security situ-
ation in Malakand Division as well 
as resources for the by-elections on 

the vacant seats of the national and 
provincial assemblies were reviewed 
in the meeting. The DCs briefed the 
committee on the issues related to the 
peaceful conduct of the election at 
the district level. The commissioner 
issued orders for holding a meeting 
of the intelligence coordination com-
mittees at the district level and send-
ing detailed recommendations to the 
divisional coordination committee 
regarding security arrangements for 
the elections.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Two-week capacity 
building training workshop for the 
varsity administrative officers or-
ganized by the Center for Human 
Resource & Career Development 
(CHRCD), University of Peshawar 
concluded successfully. Addressing 
the concluding ceremony Prof Dr Za-
hid Anwar, Pro Vice Chancellor, Uni-
versity of Peshawar (UoP) as chief 
guest has urged participating officers 
to dedicate all their energies to effec-
tive service delivery so as to meet the 
expectations of the UoP stakehold-
ers. He also congratulated the par-
ticipants on completion of training. 
The ceremony was also attended by 
the registrar, University of Peshawar, 
Mr Saifullah Khan. Director CHRCD, 
Prof Dr Muhammad Rauf in his ad-
dress felicitated the trainees and said 
that the training course devised by 
the center would go a long way in 

capacity building of the trainee staff. 
He added that the primary objective 
CHRCD is to provide an academical-
ly rigorous forum for research and 
technical assistance to the newly in-
ducted as well as senior teaching/ad-
ministrative staff and to equip human 
resource professionally. The train-
ee participants, while speaking on 
the occasion, thanked the center for 
rolling out a comprehensive training 

programme and imparting the use-
ful knowledge. At the end, the chief 
guest, and the director awarded cer-
tificates to the participants.(APP)

KOHAT: A meeting was held regard-
ing the forthcoming polio campaign 
with Deputy Commissioner Kohat 
Furqan Ashraf in the Chair here on 
Friday. The heads of all concerned 

departments participated in the meet-
ing. Deputy Commissioner Kohat 
issued necessary instructions regard-
ing making the polio campaign suc-
cessful across Kohat District. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Chief Justices Pesha-
war High Court Justice Qaiser Ra-
sheed in a major reshuffle in the 
judicial system of the province has 
issued orders of transfer and post-
ing of 142 judges of the subordinate 
judiciary, said different notifications 
issued here. According to notifi-
cations, 35 Senior Civil Judges, 13 

District and Sessions Judges, 33 
Additional Sessions Judges and 61 
Civil Judges/Judicial Magistrates 
are among the transferred judges. 
All the district and session judges 
were directed to distribute the cases 
of vacant court amongst the other 
courts of the competent jurisdiction 
equally. (APP)

PESHAWAR: At least five peo-
ple were killed when a rival group 
opened fire on a car in North Wa-
ziristan’s central city of Miranshah 
on Friday morning. The district 
administration while confirming 
the incident informed that assail-
ants opened heavy fire on a car in 
Tolkhel area of Miranshah, killing 

all five people in the car. Area po-
lice said a dispute related to land’s 
ownership led to the unfortunate 
incident. Police said evidences have 
been collected from the crime scene 
for investigation while the bodies 
were shifted to District Headquar-
ters Hospital for medico legal pro-
cedure.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, being a tourist 
destination, attracted as many as 
890,777 foreign and domestic tour-
ists in one month, said a report is-
sued by KP Tourism Authority here 
Friday. The report said that more 
than 55 foreigners and 890,722 do-
mestic tourists visited Kaghan and 
Naran valleys, Chitral Lower, Chitral 
Upper, Galiyat, Malam Jabba, and 
Dir Upper. Malam Jabba attracted 
552,785 domestic and 17 foreign 

tourists, followed by Galiyat with 
233,666 domestic and four foreign 
tourists. 79,548 domestic tourists 
visited Kaghan and Naran valleys, 
23,711 domestic and 24 foreign tour-
ists visited Chitral Lower and 1,012 
domestic and three foreign tourists 
visited Dir Upper. It said that the KP 
Tourism Department provided on-
line information, booking, reserva-
tions and guidance services besides 
facilities including accommodation 
to the tourists. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Caretaker Minister for 
Prisons, Shafiullah Khan on Friday 
visited Central Jail Peshawar where 
he was presented a salute by the pris-
on guards. The minister inspected 
the library, medical center, and other 
sections of the prison and talked with 
the inmates, and inquired about the 
facilities being provided at Peshawar 
Prison by the inmates. The Super-
intendent of Jail while briefing the 
minister on the administrative affairs 

of the prison and said all possible 
facilities were being provided to the 
prisoners. The Minister on the occa-
sion said that jails were not torture 
cells but in fact rehabilitation cen-
ters. He said the caretaker govern-
ment was taking tangible steps for 
bringing reforms in the prisons sec-
tor. He assured that the government 
would provide all possible support to 
the jail authorities for improving the 
situation inside the prisons. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Me-
teorological Center Peshawar on 
Friday predicted that cold and dry 
weather with isolated gusty and 
strong winds is expected in most 
districts of the province while very 
cold weather is expected in upper 
districts. Isolated light rain and 
drizzle with light snowfall over 
the hills is expected in Upper Dir, 
Malakand, Swat, Buner, Shang-
la, Kohistan, Battagram, Torghar, 
Mansehra, Abbottabad, Haripur 
and Swabi districts. During the last 
24 hours, rain with snowfall over 
the hills occurred over most dis-

tricts of the province, while heavy 
rainfall/snowfall occurred over 
upper districts. Rain recorded (in 
mm): Malamjaba 60, Dir 58, Saidu 
Sharif 46, Pattan 44, Kalam 43, 
Timergara 40, Buner 29, Balakot 
28, Pashat-Bajaur 24, Parachinar 
23, Chitral 22, Kakul & Khaar-Ba-
jaur 18 (each), Tirah-Khyber & 
Mirkhani 16 (each), Drosh 15, 
Takht Bai-Mardan 12, Mamad Gut-
Mohmand 09, Landikotal-Khyber 
08, Cherat/Cantonment, Risaplpur 
& Ghalanai-Mohmand 07(each), 
Peshawar (City 05,A/P 04) and Ko-
hat & Bannu 02 (each). (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Friday 
informed that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Jamrud 
Grid Station on February 11, 14 and 
18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. affecting 
consumers of 11 KV Hayatabad 
1,2,3,4,5, New Hayatabad, Health 
Care Hospital, Health Exultance, 
North West Hospital, academy 
Town, RMI, Kacha Garhi, Karkhano, 
Gul Abad, PIC, Hayatabad Surgical, 
Peshawar General, Shakas 1, Health 
Net Hospital, Northern Bottling, 
Mohmand Steel feeders will face in-
convenience. It said that power sup-
ply will also remain suspended from 
132 KV Peshawar University Grid 
Station on 11th, 14th, 16th, 20th, 
25th and 28th February from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Resultantly, consumers of 
11 KV Danish Abad, Rahat Abad 2, 
Gharib Abad, feeders will face in-
convenience. The power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 
KV Peshawar Cantt Grid Station on 
11th, 14th, 16th, 20th, 25th and 28th 
February from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. As a 

result, consumers of 11 KV Sadd-
ar Road, MES 2, Mall Road, Afridi 
Abad, Kohat Road, Ameen Colony 
feeders will face inconvenience. It 
said that power supply will also re-
main suspended from 132 KV Shahi 
Bagh Grid Station on 11th, 13th, 20th 
and 25th of February from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m. Resultantly, consumers of 11 
KV Sikandar Pura and Nishat feed-
ers will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132 KV Peshawar City Grid 
Station on 11th, 14th, 16th, 20th, 
25th and 27th of February from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. As a result, consumers 
of 11 KV Nishtarabad, Islamabad, 
Sikandar Pura, Zaryab, Chamkani , 
Chughal Pura, Mian Umar Baba, Ka-
reem Pura, Dalazak, Sarbuland Pura 
feeders will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will also remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar Fort 
Grid Station on 11th, 14th, 16th, 
20th, 25th and 28th February from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. due to which consum-
ers of 11 KV Qisa Khwani, Kohati 
Gate and Peepal Mandi feeders will 
face inconvenience. (APP)

ABBOTTABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz Friday announced 
new office bearers for Hazara Divi-
sion where Sardar Shahjahan Yousuf 
has been nominated as presidentAc-
cording to the notification issued by 
PML-N provincial body, Sardar Shah-
jahan Yousuf has been nominated as 
president, Abdul Sattar Khan as Se-
nior Vice President and Sohail Anu-
jum as General secretary. The other 
office bearers of PML-N Divisional 

body include Abdullah Abbasi from 
Upper Kohistan, Saeed Abbasi from 
Haripur, Bilal Ahmed Awan from 
Haripur, Ahmed Nawaz Khan from 
Abbottabad, Naveed Khan Awan 
from Abbottabad, Atta ullah Khan 
Battagram, Malik Ashraf Khan Kolai 
Palis, Salahuddn from Kohistan Low-
er, Brig(R) Ibrahim from Abbottabad 
were nominated as Vice President 
and Ashfaq Abbasi was nominated as 
Joint Secretary. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The body of a young tai-
lor, who was missing from his home 
in the Pishtakhara area for the last 
two days, was recovered from fields 
in Tajabad. Police said the victim was 
identified as Muhammad Ali (20), son 
of Kandagha, resident of Danishabad 
was missing for the last couple of 

days on Friday morning. The father 
of the victim told police that they had 
no enmity and could not identify the 
murderer. The police had collected 
evidence from the scene. They start-
ed an investigation before registering 
an F.I.R. against the unknown killer. 
(APP)
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The death toll from Monday’s earthquakes in Turkey and Syr-
ia has crossed 20,000. The 7.8 magnitude quake is one of the 
strongest ever in Turkey, and the deadliest since 1999. The 
death and damage toll is expected to rise sharply. Powerful 
aftershocks — one measuring 6.7 — caused further suffering 
and hampered recovery efforts, which were already delayed 
by snow. Tremors from the two biggest aftershocks were de-
tected as far away as Denmark and Greenland. The second 
earthquake came about nine hours later and measured 7.7. 
Casualties were recorded in at least 10 Turkish provinces, 
with one early estimate saying over 6,200 buildings, includ-
ing a shopping mall, collapsed, while several heritage sites, 
such as the Roman-era Gaziantep Castle, were severely 
damaged. In Syria, the Citadel of Aleppo was among the his-
torical buildings that was noticeably damaged. Meanwhile, 
the Syrian civil war has compounded relief efforts in that 
country. Several villages reported civilians stuck for hours 
because of a lack of rescue teams or proper tools. Several 
countries have already begun sending help, and many others 
volunteering with what they can. Even Pakistan, despite dire 
economic straits, is mobilising resources, including winter 
tents, blankets and other life-saving supplies from our own 
stocks. Search-and-rescue teams are also reportedly being 
offered. But less media attention has been paid to the suffer-
ing in Syria. Although Turkey saw the worst initial damage, 
over four million Syrian refugees who were already on the 
brink of a catastrophe were affected by the quake. Hospitals 
and temporary medical facilities were also damaged or de-
commissioned by the quake. The world must act fast if we 
are to keep the precarious situation in Syria and Turkey from 
falling apart.

Earthquake

Twenty years ago, former Secretary of 
State Colin Powell delivered his now-in-
famous address before the United Na-
tions Security Council, making the case 
for war against Iraq. The presentation 
would later be revealed as lies. Sadly, it 
would also turn out that no one seemed 
to care.On February 5, 2003, I watched 
it all with a sense of boiling anger. The 
day before, I had made the following 
prediction to Japanese media: “He’s 
[Powell] going to present circumstan-
tial evidence that packaged together 
and presented will make a compelling 
case that [UN weapons] inspections 
don’t work, inspections can’t work, 
that Iraq is actively conspiring against 
inspections, thereby, denigrating the 
efficacy of inspections, while the world 
waits for inspectors to do their job. The 
purpose of Colin Powell’s presentation 
tomorrow is to destroy international 
trust and confidence in weapons in-
spections and that is a darn shame.” I 
was 100% correct in my assessment. 

I was in Japan at the invitation of Jap-
anese activists to generate political 
opposition to America’s looming war 
on Iraq. I addressed the Japanese par-
liament and spoke with several major 
Japanese media outlets. Shortly after 
Powell finished speaking, I gave an 
interview with Kyodo News, where I 
dismissed Powell’s assertions that Iraq 
was hiding weapons of mass destruc-
tion as “unsubstantiated.” “There’s 
nothing here that’s conclusive proof 
that Iraq has weapons of mass destruc-
tion,” I told Kyodo News. “Everything 
in here is circumstantial, everything 
in here mirrors the kind of allegations 
the US has made in the past in regard 
to Iraq’s weapons program,” I said. “He 
just hits you, hits you, hits you with cir-
cumstantial evidence, and he confuses 
people – and he lied, he lied to peo-
ple, he misled people.” Powell’s iconic 
moment was when he raised a vial of 
white powder – a proxy intended to 
simulate dry powder anthrax, a potent 

biological weapons agent, in an effort 
to link Iraq with the terrorist attacks 
in the US in October 2001 where dry 
powder anthrax was sent through the 
US postal system in envelopes. Iron-
ically, the anthrax in question was ac-
tually produced by the US. Iraq is only 
known to have produced liquid bulk 
anthrax, which has a shelf life of only 
three years, and the last known batch 
of liquid bulk anthrax was produced 
in 1991 at a state-owned factory which 
was destroyed in 1996. “Colin Powell 
holds up a vial of dry powder anthrax 
and he makes allusions to the attack in 
the United States through the letters. 
That was US government anthrax! It 
had nothing to do with Iraq,” I said. 
Powell, I explained, was engaging in 
“classic bait-and-switch” in his presen-
tation. “Iraq, anthrax, vial, dry powder 
– what connection do they have? None!
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 Colin Powell’s anthrax vial taught the US a valuable lesson 
– that it can get away with any lie it wants (Part-1)

— By Scott Ritter

If the IMF mission to Pakistan is suc-
cessful in releasing the next tranche of 
the current IMF programme, it will af-
ford relief to the government, but that 
relief is likely to be temporary. It should 
not be forgotten that the last tranche 
was accompanied by much the same 
atmospherics: the government anx-
ious, the IMF demanding, but it seems 
that this time was worse. The problem 
is that by the time of the review for the 
next tranche, the election will be that 
much closer, and thus the government 
will be even more reluctant to give the 
IMF what it wants. There are two as-
sumptions That have to be made. First, 
the government wants to avoid the 
sort of measures that Cause the pub-
lic hardship. Second, the IMF is not a 
monster that gets some sadistic plea-
sure from the suffering of the poor. 
That said, it needs to be seen why the 
end-result is the sort of punitive mea-
sures that are about to come. The gov-
ernment has an odd attitude towards 
loans. When the USA founded the 
World Bank and other Bretton Woods 
institutions like the ADB and the IMF, 
they were not purely economic insti-
tutions, but also tools of political and 
neocolonialist control. The loans they 
made were not to be repaid. The local 
elites, which had been put in place just 
before independence, embezzled them 
with gusto. Initially, project loans were 
made, which were supposed to be re-
paid out of the increased revenue that 
was supposed to accrue. It didn’t, and 
Third-World countries got into trouble 
paying back the loans. This is where 
the debt traps began. The next step 
was programme loans, which are not 
meant for any development, but mere-
ly to avoid a default. These are loans, 
and must be repaid out of revenues 
that are not even supposed to increase. 
The development aid consisted of 
projects that might or might not raise 
revenues. A dam may irrigate new 
lands, and the land revenue or income 
tax should help pay off those loans. 
However, what happens if the loan is 
embezzled? Or if the landowners can 
stop income tax being levied? It then 
becomes overpoweringly important to 
be in a position to be on the chain of 
those who will take a share from that 
embezzlement, and to be one of those 
making the tax laws. There is an over-
whelming need to join that elite, and 
to remain in it. The real reason why 
the old colonial elite goes into politics 
is not so much to make money, but to 
protect that which has already been 
made. On the flipside, the IMF is not so 
much concerned with development, or 

how the average citizen actually fares, 
as whether its loans will be repaid or 
not.  Its assumption has to be that re-
payment must come from revenues 
that are not enhanced, as opposed to 
development loans, which at least on 
paper assume that they will be repaid 
from enhanced revenues. Develop-
ment spending assumes both import 
substitution and increased exports, 
thus leading to more foreign exchange 
being available to repay the loans. An-
other reason why the IMF has been 
harder on Pakistan is that it has free 
rein. There are no pressing political 
reasons why it should show Pakistan 
any leniency. Its negotiators were also 
fully aware of exactly what kind of 
problems the country is facing. There 
is thus no reason why it should show 
Pakistan any mercy The only way of 
escaping from the debt trap is to in-
crease exports. As recent events (the 
covid-19 pandemic followed by the on-
going bout of inflation in the West and 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine) have 
shown, the power of increasing ex-
ports depends on the West’s readiness 
to buy. Indeed, even commodity pro-
ducers, especially oil-exporting coun-
tries, face this problem. The problem 
thus is that there seems no way Paki-
stan can escape the debt trap, unless 
it is willing to accept the consequenc-
es of a default. Pakistan would prob-
ably find that unacceptable, because 
three categories of its imports are of 
essentials: petroleum, edible oil and 
lifesaving medicines. The recent cri-
sis in the poultry industry because of 
the import of GMO soybeans for feed 
shows that many apparently indige-
nous industries are actually dependent 
on imports. There thus seems no way 
out for Pakistan so long as it remains 
part of the current economic system. 
It is tied to the system because it has 
to trade, and it does not have sufficient 
weight within the system to dictate its 
terms. For example, the USA is able 
to sustain a chronic trade imbalance 
because sellers are willing to accept 
dollars. As the USA merely has to print 
more dollars, it can import as much as 
it wants without having to sell. Paki-
stan (and all other Third-World coun-
tries) has to earn dollars by exporting 
to pay for its imports, because no one 
is willing to accept the only currency it 
can print, the rupee. Without breaking 
the mould, it seems, Pakistan cannot 
gain the independence it needs. By 
that standard, the PTI and Imran Khan 
do not go far enough. If Imran wants 
people to seek true freedom, he should 
give some indication that it is really 

economic dependence that causes po-
litical dependence, and it is perhaps 
meaningless to talk of the latter with-
out the former. Imran is thus exposed 
as merely struggling for his own res-
toration to office. His record in office 
shows that he has no problems with 
remaining part of the system, which is 
heavily tilted against Pakistan. There 
are no political reasons as easy as Af-
ghanistan to allow Pakistan to go on 
as before. Matters have become more 
difficult now that the USA has cozied 
up to India, and Pakistan is being seen 
by the USA with suspicion as an ally 
of China against its new-found friend. 
The solution does not lie in military 
rule. It might have seemed a simple 
equation to military minds, but it was 
not. Ayub Khan managed to remain 
in power and carry out development, 
on the basis of joining SEATO and 
CENTO, and even sacrificed the rights 
to the water of three of Punjab’s five 
rivers through the Indus Basin Wa-
ters Treaty. However, it failed to get 
US support in the 1965 War. All that 
Pakistan can offer now is to give up 
its nuclear programme. However, the 
cost of doing so would be prohibitive, 
not just for the government, but for the 
military leadership. It might well mean 
making overt what has been suggest-
ed has been done covertly already: 
accepting Indian hegemony. Besides, 
the IMF has made cuts in the conven-
tional forces’ budget a condition. Ob-
viously, this would be music to Indian 
ears. It should cause Pakistan to trem-
ble, to see how China and India have 
been tied up before. After the 1962 
Indo-China War, the USA made a ma-
jor push against China and for India. 
Pakistan was thrown to the wolves. 
In the Yahya years, the USA used 
Pakistan for its rapprochement with 
China, but in 1971 let India beat Paki-
stan, and allowed Bangladesh to come 
into existence. This time, the USA is 
in economic conflict with China, and 
there are possibilities of military con-
flict over Taiwan or the South China 
Sea. Already, though not in conflict, 
they are supporting opposite sides 
in the Russo-Ukraine conflict. Paki-
stan seems a little fish. Its economic 
woes are not enough to give the rest 
of the world pause. They also do not 
seem enough to make its friends any 
incentive to spend large sums to bail 
it out. Perhaps the worst problem Pa-
kistan suffers is that it has been there 
before, and once it gets out of the pres-
ent quagmire, is likelier than not to go 
there again. 
- Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Sinking deeper into the bog
— By M A Niazi

The revival with Algeria is ex-
pressed in friendly speeches and 
exchange visits between Algerian 
officials and their French counter-
parts — the visit of the Algerian 
army chief of staff to Paris at the 
end of last month was unprece-
dented — and plans for a state 
visit by President Abdelmadjid 
Tebboune to Paris. Nevertheless, 
it would be wrong to give in to the 
hypothesis of a deep and thorny 
crisis existing between Morocco 
and France. It is also wrong to talk 
about normalised relations, after 
which there will be no tension be-
tween Algeria and France. What 
distinguishes France’s relations 
with both Morocco and Algeria is 
that they are affected by whims 
and moods as much as they are 
affected by strategic interests and 
crucial decisions. They are emo-
tional relationships that are sen-
sitive and fluctuate easily for the 
worse, even for reasons that seem 
trivial to neutrals, and easy to fix 
in ways simpler than the mind can 
sometimes imagine. Hence, the al-
leged tension with Morocco may 
be resolved by a phone call lasting 
a few minutes between the Moroc-
can monarch and the French pres-
ident, and the alleged honeymoon 
between Algeria and France can 
be ruined by an article in a French 
newspaper or a passing statement 
made by a French politician, even 
if it is insignificant. The Econo-
mist was wrong, though: France 
did not favour Algeria and dump 
Morocco. France is just manag-
ing another chapter in this eternal 

series. It just so happens that the 
details of this chapter tend to be 
in favour of Algeria this time for 
two reasons that are as important 
as they are simple. The first is that 
crisis-stricken Europe sees Algeria 
as a good and practical alternative 
to Russian gas, and in its quest for 
gas, Europe cannot bypass France 
for obvious reasons. The second is 
that Morocco has recently chosen 
to play hardball with France and 
the Europeans, and then decided 
to escalate tension in the middle 
of last month when the European 
Parliament voted against Moroc-
co on human rights issues related 
to detained Moroccan journalists 
and activists. Since France is the 
closest to Morocco and the most 
willing to bear its blame and an-
ger, Rabat chose to point the fin-
ger at Paris rather than anywhere 
else. France contented itself with 
ignoring the issue and avoiding 
escalation, at least officially. In 
the context of the reality of the tri-
partite relations and the suspicion 
that dominates these relations, 
it is easy to suggest that Moroc-
can anger is motivated in part by 
French-Algerian rapprochement 
and Rabat feeling that it is occur-
ring at its expense. French rela-
tions with the two largest Maghreb 
countries are complex even with-
out a crisis between them. Howev-
er, with all of this conflict, which is 
expanding daily and getting more 
dangerous, the matter has turned 
into a quagmire.

Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

Algeria, Morocco and the French trap (Part-2)
— By Tawfiq Rabahi

Importance of Science
Science encourages everyone to 
live a lifestyle consistent with their 
social and economic boost. It offers 
solutions to social and environmen-
tal problems and issues, promotes 
industrial development, and works 
cooperatively to raise and advance 
peoples’ standards of living. The 
study of science is now required as a 

fundamental strength in educational 
institutions all around the world. In 
this day and age, every single person 
benefits from breakneck technology 
times. However, the scenario of sci-
ence education is quite different in 
Pakistan, largely Pakistan’s educa-
tion is based on the use of outdated 
methods with respect to teaching 
science in classrooms, coupled with 

a lack of emphasis on understanding 
science in the true sense, much of the 
education is based on rot-learning, 
especially in the schools of Govern-
ment Sector, this practice is pulling 
back the country’s potential to ex-
cel in science and technology, a real 
headway is needed for developing 
science literacy in Pakistan.
- Nasir Soomro, Karachi.

Letters to the Editor

(.......  to be continued)
Courtesy: RT
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ISLAMABAD: The government has set 
a target to impart training to over 2,800 
olive farmers and stakeholders during 
the tree plantation campaign for the 
current season for encouraging and 
developing olive farming in potential 
areas across the country. “The aim of 
the initiative is to ensure the produc-
tion of nutrient-filled hygienic edible oil 
by enhancing domestic output as well 
as reduce the reliance on the imported 
commodity, which is putting pressure 

on foreign exchange reserves,” said 
Dr Hassan Tariq, National Project Di-
rector Olive Cultivation Program in 
National Agriculture Research Cen-
ter. Talking to APP here on Friday, he 
said that during the current spring 
tree plantation drive about 47 training 
programmes would be organised in 
different areas to familiarise farmers 
with international best practices for 
olive cultivation. Besides, the farmers 
would be trained on orchard manage-

ment, and value addition of the olive to 
enhance their farm income, whereas 
they would also be introduced to the 
latest marketing techniques, labelling 
and branding, he added. Meanwhile, 
a national olive reference lab was also 
established for quality testing to ensure 
the safety and quality of the locally pro-
duced products including olive oil and 
other value-added products that would 
help to ensure a proper rate of return to 
growers. (APP)

CDA employees not eligible to get Estate Office’s 
accommodations: NA body informed

Dr Rana Abdul Jabbar assumes charge of MD NTDC

Japan provides 0.37 mln USD for Taxila Museum

Maqbool Butt’s 39th martyrdom anniversary to 
be observed tomorrow

The 1st Women Economic Empowerment Expo 
2023 and Symposium held at the IBU

NEPRA notifies Rs 10.80 per unit relief to 
K-Electric’s consumers

Senate standing committee on National Health 
Services meets

Motorway police hit target ‘zero crashes’ in 
foggy weather

ISLAMABAD: The Estate Office 
Director General on Thursday in-
formed the National Assembly 
Standing Committee on Housing 
and Works that the employees of 
Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) were not eligible to get res-
idential accommodations from the 
pool of Estate Office as the civic 
agency was maintaining its own 
pool of accommodation for its em-
ployees. Briefing the 24th commit-
tee of the Lower House of Parlia-
ment chaired by Muhammad Junaid 
Anwar Chaudhary, MNA, the Direc-
tor General, Estate Office, shared 
the General Waiting List and the cat-
egory-wise details of allotments of 
all houses of Sectors G-9 and G-10 
Islamabad. The Director General of 
the Federal Government Employees 

Housing Authority (FGEHA) briefed 
the Committee on the current sta-
tus of the different projects and ex-
plained the steps taken to resolve 
all the issues relating to ongoing 
projects for the timely provision of 
plots/flats/apartments to the actual 
allottees. The Director General of 
Pakistan Public Works (Pak. PWD) 
briefed the Committee on the cur-
rent status of utilization of SAP 
funds for the year 2022-2023. The 
MD Pakistan Housing Authority 
(PHA) Foundation and MD National 
Construction Limited (NCL) Islam-
abad briefed the working\function-
ing of PHAF and NCL in detail. The 
officials also informed the Commit-
tee of the progress of ongoing proj-
ects in Islamabad, Peshawar, Quetta 
and Gilgit-Baltistan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Engineer Dr Rana 
Abdul Jabbar Khan on Thursday as-
sumed the charge of Managing Di-
rector of National Transmission and 
Despatch Company (NTDC). The 
federal government has appointed 
Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan as 
Managing Director of NTDC. In this 
regard, the Federal Cabinet approved 
the summary submitted by the Minis-
try of Energy (Power Division), said 
a press release. A formal notification 
for the appointment of Engr. Dr. Rana 
Abdul Jabbar Khan was issued. Engr.
Dr. Rana Abdul Jabbar Khan complet-
ed his BSc in Electrical Engineering 
from the University of Engineering & 
Technology Lahore, MSc in Electrical 

Engineering from the University of 
Wollongong Australia and PhD. from 
Royal Melbourne Institute of Tech-
nology (RMIT) Australia. He has an 
extensive service experience of over 
30 years in the power sector, includ-
ing NTDC, on key appointments i.e. 
Deputy Managing Director (AD&M), 
GM (Project Delivery / GSC) North, 
GM (Technical), GM (TSG) and GM 
(AM) South. He has also served as 
CEO (FESCO), CEO (IESCO), Chief 
Operating Officer (Quaid-e-Azam So-
lar Park) and CEO  (AEDB). It is per-
tinent to note that he had remained 
Managing Director NTDC as a stop-
gap arrangement for six months. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Government of Ja-
pan has agreed to provide new grant 
assistance worth 48.8 million Japa-
nese Yen (equivalent to around 0.37 
million USD/ around 101.6 million 
PKR) for enhancement of the antiq-
uities conservation and exhibition ca-
pacity of Taxila Museum. On Febru-
ary 10, 2023, a signing ceremony for 
the assistance was held at the Minis-
try of Economic Affairs in Islamabad. 
WADA Mitsuhiro, Ambassador of 
Japan, KINOSHITA Yasumitsu, Chief 
Representative of Japan Internation-
al Cooperation Agency (JICA), Dr. 
Kazim Niaz, Secretary, Ministry of 
Economic Affairs, and other officials 
from both countries attended this cer-
emony. The Taxila Museum is located 
in the middle of ancient Gandharan 
Buddhist ruins in Taxila, a UNESCO 
World Heritage site with Gandharan 

arts of great historical and cultural 
value. The museum preserves and ex-
hibits the precious artifacts excavated 
in this area. As of now, only approx-
imately 30% of the ruins at this site 
has been excavated, and the excava-
tion is still under progress. However, 
there are insufficient facilities and 
equipment to display the increasing 
number of excavated works in the 
museum, as well as to prevent these 
artifacts from deteriorating. This proj-
ect aims to promote understanding of 
the history and cultural heritage of 
Gandharan Buddhism among domes-
tic and overseas visitors and will do so 
by providing the Taxila Museum with 
the necessary equipment for improv-
ing its capacity for the conservation 
and exhibition of historical artifacts 
excavated from the Gandharan ruins.
(APP)

MIRPUR: Various programmes have 
been planned to commemorate the 
39th martyrdom anniversary of Mu-
hammad Maqbool Butt, eminent lead-
er of Kashmir Freedom Movement. 
The martyred Kashmiri leader’s death 
anniversary will be observed by the 
people of Kashmir on Saturday, Febru-
ary 11, with the renewal of the pledge 
to continue his till the realization of 
Kashmiris’ right to self-determina-
tion, organizers announced. Rallies 
and demonstrations in all small and 
major towns will be hallmark of the 
day to pay rich tributes to Shaheed 
Maqbool Butt, who was put to gallows 
by India in New Delhi’s Tihar Jail, in 
1984, sources told reporters here on 
Friday. “Besides, memorandums con-
taining Kashmiris’ persistent demand 
of the early resolution of Kashmir is-

sue under the UNSC resolutions, will 
be handed over to the nearest UN ob-
servers missions in the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK) and the Azad Jammu Kashmir”, 
ex-president of J & K Plebiscite Front 
Azeem Dutt told APP on Friday while 
eleborating the programme in connec-
tion with the observance of Maqbool 
Butt’s martyrdom anniversary. And 
according to Jammu Kashmir Nation-
al Liberation Front sources, major cer-
emony to observe the day will be held 
in Muzaffarabad under the auspices 
of JKLF, National Students Front and 
Jammu Kashmir Plebisicte Front. Sim-
ilarly rallies will be held in Bagh, Kotli, 
Khuiratta, Dadayal in AJK as well as 
in Karachi, Rawalpindi Lahore and 
Sialkot to pay tributes to the departed 
soul.(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: The 1st Women 
Economic Empowerment Expo 
2023 and Symposium was held at 
the Islamia University of Bahawal-
pur. The symposium was inaugurat-
ed by the Vice Chancellor Islamia 
University of Bahawalpur Engr. 
Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob. On this 
occasion, Vice Chancellor Emerson 
University Multan Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Ramzan, Prof. Dr. Rubina 
Bhatti Dean Faculty of Social Sci-
ences, Additional Secretary Higher 
Education Department South Pun-
jab Malik Ata-ul-Haq, Dr. Abid Ra-
sheed Gill, Chairman Department 
of Economics and Focal Person 
Dr. Maryam Abbas Soharwardi ad-
dressed. Vice Chancellor Engr. Prof. 
Dr. Athar Mahboob said that the 
Islamia University of Bahawalpur 
is working for social and economic 
development. Pakistan’s real wealth 
is its workforce, whose training and 
upskilling will be an important step 
towards value edition. Prof. Dr. Ru-
bina Bhatti discussed in detail the 
role of academia for women’s eco-
nomic independence. She said that 
investment and other measures for 
women’s economic independence 
are essential for gender equality, 
poverty eradication, and participa-
tion in decision-making and sustain-
able development. Additional Secre-
tary Higher Education Department 
South Punjab Malik Ata-ul-Haq 
said that the social independence of 
women will help in the elimination 
of gender discrimination in the so-

ciety. Prof. Dr. Muhammad Ramzan 
said that the active and practical 
role of women in society is inevi-
table and necessary for economic 
development. Dr. Abid Rasheed Gill 
said that economic discrimination 
based on gender should be eliminat-
ed in Pakistani society and equal op-
portunities for development should 
be provided to them. He said that 
currently more than 7.5 crore wom-
en are engaged in social activities. 
Dr. Maryam Abbas Soharwardi said 
that this event has been organized 
purely in accordance with the vision 
of the university leadership to high-
light the development of women and 
their social and economic role. She 
tuned women’s economic rights as 
human rights. Prof. Dr. Shazia An-
jum, Dean, Faculty of Chemical and 
Biological Sciences also spoke in the 
closing session and appreciated the 
organization of Women Econom-
ic Empowerment Expo and Sym-
posium. On this occasion, a huge 
exhibition was also organized for 
women, traders and industrialists in 
small and medium scale businesses 
in various sectors and poster com-
petitions were also held. The entre-
preneur section showcased home 
crafts and products. Dr. Salman Bin 
Naeem, Dr. Atif Naveed, Dr. Jam 
Sajjad Hussain, Dr. Samar Fahad, 
Dr. Bushra Siddique, Dr. Kulsoom 
Akhtar, Fatima Junaid and other 
faculty members played prominent 
roles in organizing the conference. 
(Press Release)

ISLAMABAD: The National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA) on Thursday notified Rs 
10.80 per unit decrease in power tar-
iff for the consumers of K-Electric 
under the monthly fuel cost adjust-
ment (FCA) mechanism for Decem-
ber 2022. The K-Electric has sought a 
reduction of Rs 10.26 per unit for the 
said period. The regulator conducted 
a public hearing into the petition of 

K-Electric on January 31, 2023, said 
a notification. The negative FCA of 
Rs 7.43 per unit was charged to the 
consumers for the month of Novem-
ber 2022. The FCA for December will 
be applicable for one month. Howev-
er, it would not be applicable to the 
lifeline and domestic consumers 
using up to 300 units, agri consum-
ers, and electric vehicle charging sta-
tions. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing 
Committee on National Health Ser-
vices, Regulations and Coordination 
(NHSRC) was held here on Thurs-
day with Senator Dr Muhammad 
Humayun Mohmand in the chair to 
discuss various matters related to the 
ministry concerned and its attached 
departments. The Senate Committee 
deliberated on the public petition re-
lating to third-party analysis on the 
difficulty level of the MDCAT test 
2022 conducted by the University of 
Health Sciences (UHS) and Shaheed 
Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto Medical University 
(SZABMU). Dr Suleman, Registrar of 
Pakistan Medical and Dental Council 
(PMDC), apprised the committee that 
the authority maintains a ‘Questions 
Bank’ and questions for all sorts of 
examinations are selected from it. 
However, the PMDC has received a 
total of 808 complaints from students 
for rechecking the examination, and a 
minute anomaly was observed in the 
marks of only three students, he said, 
adding that these kinds of anomalies 
mainly occur due to wrong questions 
being made part of Question Bank. 

The Chairman Committee expressed 
satisfaction with the reply of PMDC 
and disposed of the matter. The ap-
peal submitted by Syed Zulqurnain 
Kazmi for reinstatement in service 
was also taken up. The complainant, 
Syed Zulqurnain Kazmi, informed the 
committee that he was appointed on 
a contract basis in 2009 and his ser-
vices were made regularized in 2013 
against the post of chief statistical 
officer. However, he suffered a brain 
haemorrhage in 2013 and acquired 
medical leave for three years, and 
joined back in 2017 for merely six 
months. Kamran Rehman, Additional 
Secretary for the Ministry of National 
Health Services, apprised the commit-
tee that after availing medical leave 
for three years the complainant re-
mained absent for around 700 days on 
different occasions and despite being 
declared fit by Central Medical Board 
eventually get dismissed from service 
in 2021. Senator Muhammad Asad Ali 
Junejo inquired as to whether the pre-
vious records of the complainant were 
taken into consideration before the 
pronouncement of the decision. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
ways and Motorway Police (NHMP) 
have achieved a remarkable achieve-
ment by successfully implementing 
their zero-accident policy during the 
foggy weather of 2022-23. The use 
of modern technology and timely re-
sponse to control accidents were key 
factors in ensuring the safe travel of 
passengers, said a statement issued 
by an NHMP spokesperson here on 
Friday. Over the past 12 years, 23 
pileup accidents have occurred on 
the motorways during heavy fog. In 
the last two years, there were 9 acci-
dents, resulting in the loss of 29 lives 
and 146 people being injured. The 
financial loss from these accidents 
exceeded one crore rupees and 176 
vehicles were damaged. The NHMP, 

under the guidance of IG Khalid 
Mahmood, conducted a detailed 
observation of the various factors 
contributing to accidents during fog-
gy conditions. The use of advanced 
thermal cameras allowed the safe 
extraction of vehicles stuck in the 
fog. Special briefings were held at 
toll plazas on a daily basis to guide 
passengers, and a fog journey plan-
ner was also released for their con-
venience. To further ensure the safe-
ty of passengers, the NHMP utilized 
130 helplines, electronic and social 
media, and FM-95 radio to inform 
the public about the timely opening 
and closing of the motorways. IG 
Khalid Mahmood’s best strategy has 
helped to improve the overall expe-
rience of travellers. (APP)

Govt to train over 2,800 olive farmers during spring tree plantation drive

PMDC exempts NLE for 
Pakistani graduates

Policy holders of PLI got 
cheques of Rs 10 mln

Posts set up for Rescue 
cover during PSL matches

Police to improve data 
sharing mechanism to 

curb crime

MULTAN: Pakistan Medical and 
Dental Council (PMDC) has started 
issuing permanent Registration Cer-
tificates from February 8 to doctors 
who graduated from Pakistani med-
ical and dental colleges, without the 
requirement of National Licensing 
Examination (NLE). A news re-
lease issued here on Friday said as 
per previous law of PMC the local 
graduates had to appear and pass 
the NLE exam before getting their 
permanent registration. Under PMC 
law, NLE was undertaken from the 
doctors graduated from Pakistan’s 
approved medical and dental col-
leges which was highly criticized 
by doctors community throughout 
the country. Protests and demon-
strations were held by different 
doctors’ forums and organizations 
at different levels, and government 
was appealed repeatedly to with-
draw the law, introduced by the 
PTI government. In this regard an 
interactive PMDC online portal has 
been launched to facilitate doctors 
throughout the country. (APP)

SARGODHA: Policy holders of the 
Postal Life Insurance got cheques of 
pending payments after the action 
taken by Wafaqi Mohtasib on the 
complaints of affectees. According 
to a press release issued by regional 
office of Wafaqi Mohtasib here on 
Friday, the affectee policy holders of 
PLI from Sargodha, Mianwali, Khu-
shab and Mandi Bahauddin filed a 
complaint with Wafaqi Mohtasib 
Ejaz Ahmad Qureshi and stated that 
the PLI authority was not giving 
their payments and using delaying 
tactics. To which, Wafaqi Mohta-
sib directed the CEO PLI to pay the 
payments of the affectees immedi-
ately. After which, the 44 cheques of 
amounting to Rs 10 million were de-
livered to the policy holders of PLI.
(APP)

MULTAN: Rescue 1122 has estab-
lished rescue posts at Multan inter-
national cricket stadium for rescue 
cover during PSL matches. District 
Emergency Officer Rescue 1122 Dr 
Kaleemullah said that Rescue 1122 
was on high alert and posts have 
been set up inner and outside of the 
stadium. He said that the profession-
al rescue staff was deployed during 
the cricket matches. The rescue 
control room was fully functional 
round the clock and each emergen-
cy call would be responded to quick-
ly during the event. Dr Kaleemullah 
said that motorbike ambulance ser-
vice posts had also been established 
in order to ensure the timely provi-
sion of emergency services.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police 
have decided to improve data shar-
ing mechanism among all divisions 
in order to effectively curb crime 
and activities of anti-social ele-
ments. The decision to this effect 
was made in a meeting presided 
over by Inspector General of Police 
(IGP) Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir 
Khan and attended among others 
by the CPO Operations, SSP Opera-
tions, AIGs, all zonal DPOs, SDPOs 
and SHOs. The meeting decided 
to use modern technical resources 
to further improve the investiga-
tion, coordination and data shar-
ing strategy at the division level.  
(APP)
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An irreparable loss: President, PM condole literary  
icon Amjad Islam Amjad’s death

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on 
Friday expressed grief over death of 
renowned poet and writer Amjad Islam 
Amjad, calling it an irreparable loss to 
Urdu literature. They paid tribute to 
the services of award-winning poet and 
playwright, and said the gulf created by 
his death in the field of literature could 
not be bridged. The president said that 
late Amjad Islam Amjad rendered in-
valuable services to Urdu language 
and literature which would be kept 
alive forever. Remembering him as 

the greatest poet of his time, the prime 
minister said late Amjad Islam Amjad 
translated human sentiments into the 
language as per culture and tradition. 
He said personally a great human be-

ing, he was the household name for ev-
ery Pakistani with interest in education 
and literature. The prime minister said 
late poet proved his mettle in all forms 
of literature. Prime Minister Shehbaz 
said with Amjad Islam Amjad’s death, 
a great chapter of Urdu literature had 
come to an end. He said through his 
works, the late writer nurtured the 
ideology of the new generation. They 
prayed to Allah Almighty for peace of 
the departed soul and strength to the 
bereaved family to cope with the loss. 
(APP)

President lauds on-foot traveler Kharlzada Rai 
for highlighting social issues

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif 
Alvi on Friday lauded the efforts of 
Kharlzada Kasrat Rai, the renowned 
Pakistani citizen who travels on 
foot to other countries, for raising 
awareness about peace and human 

rights. President Alvi advised Kharl-
zada Rai to also raise awareness 
about other important issues such 
as breast cancer, polio and special 
people. In a meeting held here at the 
Aiwan-e-Sadr, Rai apprised the pres-
ident that he traveled to 29 countries 
and walked around 16,000 kilome-
tres on foot to promote the cause 
of social issues including inter-faith 
harmony. He requested the patron-
age of the government for extending 
him facilitation during his journeys. 
(APP)

President calls Senate’s 
golden jubilee session on 

March 15

Delegation calls  
on SM Tanveer

DPO reviews law and 
order situation in city

Six reports of standing 
committees presented 

in Senate

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
has called the special commemora-
tive session of the Senate in connec-
tion with the golden jubilee of the 
House on March 15. The commem-
orative session will be held at 11 am 
and will continue till March 17, the 
President House said in a statement.
(APP)

LAHORE: A delegation of the 
packaging and printing sector met 
Caretaker Provincial Minister for 
Industry, Commerce and Energy 
SM Tanveer at the Punjab board of 
Investment & Trade here on Friday. 
Talking to the delegation, SM Tan-
veer said that the packaging sector, 
which was important in the national 
economy, could not be ignored. He 
said that to give the packaging sector 
the status of a industry, they would 
move forward together by deciding 
an action plan in the light of mutu-
al consultation and suggestions. He 
said it was necessary to enhance ex-
port for stability of the economy, the 
government would takeall measures 
to achieve this goal.(APP)

SIALKOT: District Police Office 
(DPO) Sialkot Syed Zeeshan Raza 
said that Sialkot police is ready to 
maintain law and order situation in 
the district. He stated this during an 
important meeting with the mem-
bers of District Peace Committee 
held at DC Office here on Friday.
Deputy Commissioner Sialkot Ad-
nan Mehmood Awan was also at-
tended the meeting. DPO Syed 
Zeeshan Raza said that people co-
operation was important to improve 
law and order situation in city. He 
said that in view of the current se-
curity issues,everyone need to be 
alert.All religious programs, schol-
ars coming from out of stations and 
those staying in mosques should be 
reported to the police timely. Later, 
a special prayer was offered for the 
national security and peace of the 
country.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: As many as six re-
ports of various standing commit-
tees including the number of de-
tained Pakistani in Guantanamo 
Bay jail, details of postings of in-
cumbent Civil Aviation Authority 
director general and incidents of 
target killings in South and North 
Waziristan districts were present-
ed in the Senate on Friday. Senator 
Abida Muhammad Azeem on be-
half of the Standing Committee on 
Human Rights Chairman Senator 
Walid Iqbal presented the report of 
the committee on the subject mat-
ter of starred question number 14 
asked by Senator Mushtaq Ahmed 
on 4th January, 2022, regarding the 
number of Pakistani citizens who 
are currently detained in Guantana-
mo Bay jail indicating the nature of 
cases filed against them and dura-
tion of imprisonment with separate 
details of each Pakistani detainee. 
Standing Committee on Aviation 
Chairman Senator Hidayat Ullah 
presented a report of the commit-
tee on the subject matter of starred 
question number two asked by Sen-
ator Naseebullah Bazai on 5th No-
vember 2021. (APP)

FPCCI to provide assistance for earthquake  
victims of Turkiye, Syria

PNCA remembers Sadequain on  
36th death anniversary

NPC delegation meets Commissioner Rwp to 
discuss Media Town Phase-II project

DC directs govt officials to ensure working hours, 
discipline in offices

Commissioner urged ulema to collect donations 
for Turkiye earthquake victims

 Ahsan directs Finance Ministry to immediately 
release funds under Pak-US Knowledge Corridor

ISLAMABAD: Federation of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce and� Indus-
try (FPCCI) Friday assured to extend 
all possible resources for the rescue 
and relief of the earthquake-hit peo-
ple of Turkiye and Syria. It said that 
business community of Pakistan will 
mobilize resources to strengthen res-
cue and relief efforts to save precious 
lives in earthquake-hit areas of both 
countries. It said that FPCCI would 
provide full support and financial 
assistance as well as relief items 
and always stand with the people 

of Turkiye and Syria. In this regard, 
President FPCCI Irfan Iqbal Sheikh 
and Umar Masood Ur Rehman, Vice 
President also visited Turkish and 
Syrian embassies and expressed 
their condolences and sympathies 
with the people of these countries on 
tragic loss of lives due to devastating 
earthquake. They met with the am-
bassadors of Turkiye and Syria and 
expressed the firm hope that both 
countries would soon overcome the 
natural calamity and emerged eco-
nomically and socially again.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: In remembrance of 
legendary Sadeqauin, the Visual Arts 
Division of Pakistan National Council 
of the Arts (PNCA) held an exhibition 
of Sadequain’s work followed by a 
documentary screening here on Fri-
day. The documentary, ‘Raaz-e-fun’, 
was screened in collaboration with 
Sadequain Foundation USA to com-
memorate the 36th death anniversary 
of the legendary artist. The show, or-
ganised to pay tribute to the life and 
artworks of Sadequain, contained 
paintings on display that are from 
National Art Gallery’s permanent col-
lection. The artist during his lifetime 
had gifted more than 100 artworks to 
the PNCA. The renowned artist has 
also been the subject of numerous 

documentaries in the past by institu-
tions such as ptv’s 13-episode serial 
titled ‘Mojiza-e-Fun’, PNCA, GEO tv, 
and others, but Raaz-e-Fun surpasses 
all its predecessors in its tone and ten-
or. The 30-minute Film was written, 
narrated, and directed by acclaimed 
award-winning writer and director 
Waseem Amrohavi. He takes the 
viewer on a blissful odyssey travers-
ing Sadequain’s initial forays into cal-
ligraphy and poetry at a young age, 
then later in life focusing on painting 
and his meteoric rise on the world 
stage. The film highlights the fact 
that even before the advent of social 
media, computers, or even television, 
“Sadequain’s talent was recognized 
on all five continents”.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: A delegation of Na-
tional Press Club (NPC) met with 
Commissioner Rawalpindi Division 
Liaquat Ali Chatta here on Friday 
and discussed Media Town Phase-II 
project. Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Rawalpindi Dr. Hassan Cheema also 
attended the meeting while the delega-
tion comprising President NPC Anwar 
Raza, Former President Tariq Chaud-
hary, Joint Secretary Shakila Jalil, Fi-
nance Secretary, Nair Ali, President 
PFUJ, Afzal Butt and General Secre-
tary NPC Khalil Raja discussed vari-
ous matters including progress on Me-
dia Town Phase-II project. President 

NPC Anwar Raza informed the Com-
missioner that 1600 plots were allotted 
to journalists in Media Town Phase-I 
while approval of Media Town Phase-
II had also been given. He said that 
the district administration was given 
a task to identify the land for Phase-
II project. Only those journalists who 
did not get plots in Phase-I would be 
given plots in Phase-II, he added. He 
said, merit and transparency would be 
ensured in allotment of plots. Nearly 
6000 kanals land would be required 
for Phase-II, he added. President NPC 
also suggested different locations for 
the project.(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner Si-
alkot Adnan Mehmood Awan has said 
that the government officials should 
ensure regular working hours and dis-
cipline in the offices. Public problems 
should be resolved on priority basis 
and improve the quality of services, 
he asserted. He expressed these views 
while addressing the introductory 
meeting of district officers in the DC 
office. Addressing the meeting par-
ticipants, the Deputy Commissioner 

directed the concerned officers that 
no negligence would be tolerated in 
provision to relief to the public. He 
said that officers should performed 
their duties with full honesty. He said 
that the measures taken to provide re-
lief to people would be fully supported 
and the DC office should be in contact 
with all the departments in this regard. 
He said that the discipline would not 
be compromised and lack of interest 
in duties would not be tolerated.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Divisional Commis-
sioner Silwat Saeed urged Ulema and 
prayer leaders to collect donations for 
Turkiye-Syria earthquakes victims. 
In a message here on Friday,the com-
missioner said that ulema and prayer 
leaders should play their role and 
highlight the message of kindness 
and compassion in Juma sermons at 
mosques to motivate the people. She 
said that it was our moral and reli-

gious responsibility to help the ailing 
community in devastated areas. ‘Pa-
kistan nation is standing with their 
brethren in Turkeys-Syria during this 
time tested”, she said. The commis-
sioner said that a PM relief fund for 
earthquake victims had been estab-
lished by the government and citizens 
can deposit their donations in IBBAN 
No PK18NPBA0001004182864740.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development and Special 
Initiatives Ahsan Iqbal has directed 
the Finance Division to immediately 
release funds under the US-Pakistan 
Knowledge Corridor project to solve 
the problems of Pakistani students liv-
ing in the United States so that they can 
complete their education at the earliest. 
The US-Pakistan Knowledge Corridor 
Scholarship Program was launched in 
2015 by Federal Minister for Planning 
Ahsan Iqbal to promote cooperation in 
the field of education between the two 
countries under Vision 2025. Under the 
plan, 10,000 Pakistani scholars will en-
roll in American universities over the 
next ten years as the government of 
Pakistan seeks to train its teaching re-
sources in identified subject areas. The 
key objectives of this initiative were 
to increase the number and standard 

of faculty in Higher Education Insti-
tutions (HEI’s), enhance the research 
and academic capacity of Pakistan’s 
higher education institutions by pro-
viding trained manpower to improve 
the quality of teaching. The federal 
minister while reviewing the progress 
of the project yesterday directed the 
finance division to immediately ensure 
the release of the funds given under 
the scholarship to these students so 
that there is no disruption in the stud-
ies of these students. The meeting was 
attended by officials of HEC, Finance 
Division and other stakeholders. On 
this occasion, the Federal Minister said 
that these students are asset of the 
country and despite the financial diffi-
culties, the government will continue to 
patronize them fully even though the 
country is going through an economic 
crisis. (APP)

Siddiqui slams PTI over worst human rights  
violations during four year’s tenure

Japan provides $12.7 mln for upgrading girls’ 
primary schools in Sindh

English Works alumni meet, greet 
 ceremony held at NUML

Stakeholders urge to set standards for driving schools

ISLAMABAD: Senator Irfan Siddiqui, 
a senior leader of Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PML-N) on Friday 
strongly criticized the former gov-
ernment of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) for committing worst human 
rights violation during its nearly four 
years of (mis) rule. Speaking on a 
point of order in Senate, he said the 
leadership of former ruling party kept 
mum over blatant human rights viola-
tions. He (Irfan) was incarcerated on 
flimsy grounds. “At that time we had 
warned PTI stalwarts that they would 
have to pay back, as the PTI leaders 
can also be treated in the same way 
in future,” he said. Criticising what he 
said irrelevant remarks of apex court 

about parliament, he said Parliament 
was sovereign and it must be allowed 
to work independently. Parliament 
was complete and working inde-
pendently. National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) laws were passed by 
the parliament after proper delibera-
tions. Parliament must not be made 
controversial as the House represents 
the people of Pakistan. Apex court 
has the power to strike down uncon-
stitutional laws. He said elections of 
two provincial assemblies Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab should be 
held within 90 days period and the 
government respects the apex court 
and its decision about elections would 
be implemented. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Japan has agreed to provide new 
grant assistance worth around $12.7 
million (Rs. 3,510 million PKR) for 
upgrading girls’ Primary schools 
into elementary schools in rural 
Sindh. Ambassador of Japan WADA 
Mitsuhiro, Chief Representative of 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency (JICA) KINOSHITA Yasum-
itsu, Secretary, Ministry of Econom-
ic Affairs Dr. Kazim Niaz, attended 
the signing ceremony for the assis-
tance at the Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, said a news release issued 
here by Japan embassy in Pakistan 
on Friday. The project has been con-
ceived keeping in view the fact that 
the number of middle, and elemen-
tary schools is much lower (2,162) 
than the primary schools (35,377) 

in rural Sindh. This particular issue 
is also adversely affecting primary 
school students’ retention and is the 
biggest cause of students’ dropout 
from school. The net enrollment 
rate for lower-secondary education 
(grades 6-8) is 49% (boys 53%, girls 
45%). Girls in government schools 
drop out drastically from primary 
education as middle or high schools 
are not available in close vicinity, 
particularly in rural Sindh. Accord-
ing to Alif Alan, the accessibility dis-
tance hinders girls’ education more 
(13 % dropout due to access) than 
boys (5 % dropout due to access). 
The project aimed to improve access 
to girls’ middle education by provid-
ing school facilities for female stu-
dents in rural areas of Sindh Prov-
ince.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The English Works 
(EW) alumni meet and greet was held 
here at the National University of Mod-
ern Languages (NUML) on Friday. The 
EW is a U.S. funded programme being 
implemented by the NUML at its main 
campus and Rawalpindi branch, with 
strength of 100 students each. Alum-
ni of the first cohort also attended to 
share their experience, learning and 
success stories with the participants 
of the second cohort. NUML Direc-
tor General Brig. Syed Nadir Ali was 
the chief guest of the ceremony while 
Pro Rectors, Deans, Directors, faculty 
members and participants of the EW 

were also present on the occasion. 
Speaking on the occasion DG NUML 
Brig Syed Nadir Ali said that it is a 
great opportunity for the participants 
to learn various skills so as to excel 
in life and in their respective fields. 
He applauded the success stories of 
the alumni and urged the Regional 
English Language Office (RELO), US 
Embassy, to broadened the canvas of 
the programme to the other parts of 
the country as “NUML has campus-
es in all major cities of Pakistan.” He 
thanked RELO for its continuous trust 
in NUML for undertaking the project.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The stakeholders have 
urged to establish standards for driv-
ing schools to ensure quality training, 
in view of rising concerns about road 
safety. Talking to APP here on Friday, 
a senior official of National Highways 
and Motorway Police on the condition 
of anonymity said, “Without proper 
regulations, there is a risk that in-
dividuals who receive their driver’s 
education from unqualified or poorly 
equipped schools may not have the 

skills and knowledge necessary to 
drive safely on the roads.” He said, 
“Driving schools require various reg-
ulations including standards, training 
materials, instructors,and vehicles.” 
“The absence of standards can con-
tribute to an increase in accidents and 
traffic violations” he added. Addition-
ally, he said, “The lack of regulations 
can also lead to corrupt individuals 
without proper qualifications or re-
sources.” (APP)
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UK skirts recession with zero fourth-quarter growth

China’s automobile industry registers steady expansion in 2022

UK avoids recession but ‘not out of woods’ over inflation

British economy narrowly avoids recession – data

China becomes top Russian food importer – report

German inflation accelerates

Russia to dump euro from rainy-day fund – Finance Ministry

Norway’s sovereign wealth fund pulls out of Adani

LONDON: Britain’s economy narrow-
ly avoided recession after flatlining in 
the last three months of 2022, despite 
soaring inflation, official data showed 
Friday. Gross domestic product regis-
tered zero growth in the fourth quar-
ter, in line with expectations after 
shrinking 0.3 percent in the previous 
three months, the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS) said in a statement. 
The economy expanded by 4.1 per-
cent last year overall, shrugging off 

decades-high inflation, after growth 
of 7. 4 percent in 2021, the ONS add-
ed. Finance minister Jeremy Hunt 

welcomed news that Britain was 
“avoiding a recession” but warned 
over sky-high consumer prices that 
have sparked a cost-of-living crisis 
and widespread industrial action. 
“We are not out the woods yet, par-
ticularly when it comes to inflation,” 
Hunt said, but also noted that “our 
economy is more resilient than many 
feared”. The technical definition of a 
recession is two successive quarters 
of negative growth. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s automobile indus-
try logged stable growth in 2022, re-
porting year-on-year expansion in 
revenue and profits. The combined 
revenue of companies in the sector 
neared 9.29 trillion yuan (about 1.37 
trillion U.S. dollars) in the period, up 
6.8 percent year on year, according to 
the China Association of Automobile 

Manufacturers. The sector raked in 
total profits of 531.96 billion yuan, up 

0.6 percent from 2021. The growth 
was 14 percentage points higher than 
in the manufacturing industry overall 
during the same period. Last year, the 
industrial added value of auto man-
ufacturers rose 6.3 percent from the 
previous year, 2.7 percentage points 
higher than the level of major indus-
tries, the data also shows. (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain’s economy has 
narrowly avoided recession, official 
data showed Friday, but finance min-
ister Jeremy Hunt warned it was “not 
out of the woods yet” over surging 
inflation. Gross domestic product 
registered zero growth in the final 
quarter of last year, in line with ex-
pectations after shrinking 0.3 per-
cent in the previous three months, 
the Office for National Statistics 
(ONS) said. Britain’s flat growth in 
the fourth quarter contrasted with 
Europe’s biggest economy Germa-
ny, whose GDP shrank 0.2 percent 

in the same period on fallout from 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine. 
Overall, the UK economy expanded 
4.1 percent last year after growth of 
7.4 percent in 2021, the ONS added 
in a statement. Sky-high consumer 
prices have sparked a cost-of-living 
crisis in Britain -- and mass strikes. 

Transport walkouts weighed on De-
cember’s output, the data showed. 
“We are not out the woods yet, par-
ticularly when it comes to inflation,” 
Hunt said, but he noted that “our 
economy is more resilient than many 
feared”. The technical definition of 
a recession is two straight quarters 
of negative growth. “While we can’t 
slap the badge of recession on the 
economy, it’s clear the UK is strug-
gling and everyone is feeling the ef-
fect of the malaise in the country’s 
economy,” said AJ Bell analyst Laura 
Suter. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK economy demon-
strated no growth in the fourth quar-
ter of last year, narrowly avoiding re-
cession at the end of 2022, the Office 
for National Statistics (ONS) revealed 
on Friday. Flat GDP, which had been 
forecast by analysts, followed a 0.3% 
contraction in the previous quar-
ter. Another contraction would have 
meant the UK had dropped into a 
technical recession, with two consec-

utive quarters of decline. However, 
the British economy saw a month-on-
month decline of 0.5% in December, 
the ONS reported. The contraction, 
which followed unrevised growth of 
0.1% in November, was partially due 
to early winter snow disruptions and 
strikes, including a Royal Mail dis-
pute. The country’s services sector 
saw flat output in the last quarter, trig-
gered by declines in the education, 

transport and storage sub-sectors. 
Meanwhile, an increase of 0.3% in 
the construction sector was offset by 
a 0.2% decline in the production sec-
tor from October through December. 
“The economy contracted sharply in 
December meaning, overall, there 
was no growth in the economy over 
the last three months of 2022,” ONS 
director of economic statistics, Dar-
ren Morgan, said. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Imports of Russian agro-in-
dustrial products by China have con-
tinued to grow, jumping 44% last year, 
it was reported on Thursday. Accord-
ing to data from the Russian Ministry 
of Agriculture’s Agroexport center, 
the physical volume of purchases in-
creased by 36%.  “China regained its 
position as the largest buyer of Rus-
sian agricultural and food products, 
which was lost in 2021,” Agroexport 
stated. Two years ago, the European 
Union was the leading importer of 

Russian agricultural goods. China re-
mained the leading importer of Rus-
sian rapeseed oil, poultry meat, beef, 
soybeans, oats, and flaxseeds. It was 
also the top buyer of Russian honey 
and linseed oil. Preliminary data from 
the Federal Customs Service showed 
that over the past year Russian exports 
of rapeseed oil to China have doubled 
in physical terms. The East Asian 
country now accounts for almost 70% 
of all rapeseed oil exports by Russia. 
Shipments of fish and seafood have 

also increased significantly, with the 
total volume exceeding 500,000 tons. 
Data showed that almost 140,000 
tons of poultry meat was delivered to 
China last year, which is 11% more 
than in 2021. In monetary terms, the 
growth rate was 53%. “China has re-
tained its leadership among buyers of 
Russian poultry meat. Around 40% of 
the total physical volume of Russian 
poultry meat exports last year came 
from this country,” Agroexport wrote.  
(Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s inflation rate 
rose 8.7% on the year in January and 
1.0% on the month, the Federal Statis-
tical Office (Destatis) said in a press 
release on Thursday. According to the 
preliminary data, consumer prices, 
harmonized to compare with other 
European Union countries, rose by a 
less-than-anticipated 9.2% year-on-
year. Compared with December, prices 
increased by 0.5%, Destatis said. An-

alysts had expected harmonized data 
to grow by 10.0% on an annual basis 
and increase by 1.2% on the previous 
month, according to Reuters. “Because 
core inflation will remain high in 2023, 
a fundamental easing of inflation is 
not in sight,” chief economist at Hauck 
Aufhaeuser Lampe Privatbank, Alex-
ander Krueger, told the media outlet.  
The EU’s largest economy suffered 
from record inflation last year due to 

a surge in energy prices brought about 
by a drop in gas deliveries from Rus-
sia amid Ukraine-related sanctions. 
Issues with pipeline maintenance and 
then the sabotage of the Nord Stream 
pipelines further exacerbated the tight 
supplies. Last month, Economy Min-
ister Robert Habeck said the German 
economy would avoid a sharp decline 
but is set to enter a technical recession. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: The share of the euro in 
Russia’s National Wealth Fund (NWF) 
will be reduced to zero in 2023 as 
Moscow further reduces its exposure 
to the currencies of ‘unfriendly’ na-
tions, Deputy Finance Minister Vlad-
imir Kolychev has revealed. “It [the 
euro] will definitely be reset to zero 
this year,” Kolychev told reporters on 
Thursday while answering a question 

on what would happen to the funds 
in euros remaining in the NWF ac-
counts. The official also added that 
the ministry would gradually bring 
the structure of the NWF in accor-
dance with the new standards in such 
a way that only rubles, Chinese yuan 
and gold would remain there. The 
ministry earlier published a new reg-
ulatory structure for the assets of the 

NWF, which completely excludes the 
possibility of investing in US dollars 
and establishes flexible shares of oth-
er assets. Under the new terms, the 
maximum share of the yuan and gold 
in the NWF has been doubled, to 60% 
and 40%, respectively. Meanwhile, 
balances in the British pound and the 
Japanese yen have been reduced to 
zero. (Agencies)

OSLO: Norway’s $1.2 trillion sovereign 
wealth fund, the world’s largest, said 
Thursday it has completely divested its 
assets in the troubled Indian conglomer-
ate Adani. The fund, which is set up to 
put the country’s oil and gas revenues to 
work, held some $200 million worth of 
shares in the group at the end of 2022. 
It had a stake of 0.14 percent in Adani 
Green Energy, 0.17 percent in Adani To-
tal Gas and 0.3 percent in Adani Ports 
& Special Economic Zone. “Since year-
end, so the five weeks since year-end, 

we have further reduced our exposure 
in Adani companies significantly,” said 
Christopher Wright, the head of en-
vironmental, social and governance 
(ESG) risk monitoring at the fund. “So 
today for all intents and purposes, we 

have no exposure left,” Wright added. 
Between 2014 and 2023, the fund had 
already divested from six subsidiaries of 
the Adani conglomerate, mainly for en-
vironmental reasons, namely their role 
in deforestation and their high green-
house gas emissions. The business 
empire of Indian billionaire Gautam 
Adani lost around $120 billion in value 
after US short-selling investment group 
Hindenburg Research accused it of arti-
ficially inflating share prices in a report 
released in January.(Agencies)

Bazaar launches new platform for manufacturers

Weekly inflation up by 0.17 percent

Hong Kong’s Hang Seng Index  
closes 2.01 pct lower

China’s annual inflation rate rises 
 to 2.1% in January

Türkiye’s jobless rate rises to 10.3%  
in December 2022

Namibia welcomes more Chinese  
companies in green energy sector

Tokyo stocks close higher despite US falls

ISLAMABAD: Bazaar, a leading 
B2B commerce, fintech and sup-
ply chain platform, has launched 
a new platform for sourcing raw 
material to manufacturers across 
the country. With the launch of Ba-
zaar Industrial, Bazaar is serving to 
solve the pain points faced by sup-
pliers and buyers in raw material 
procurement across 15 categories 
including chemicals, construction, 
steel, textile, polymers, paint and 
others, said a news release Bazaar 
provides a digital suite of products 
to simplify operations across multi-
ple verticals to businesses country-
wide. Since its inception in 2020, 
Bazaar has raised over $100 million 
in venture financing and has scaled 
to become the leading merchant ag-
gregator with a footprint across 50 

plus cities. Through a tech-enabled 
platform, Bazaar Industrial is en-
abling suppliers with market intel-
ligence and data insights, access to 
customers nationwide via a robust 
supply chain infrastructure and a 
dedicated sales force with deep in-
dustry experience. They are trusted 
by leading suppliers such as Matco, 
International Steels, Sabic and Nip-
pon Paints, amongst many others. 
To facilitate buyers, Bazaar Indus-
trial is providing the best quotes on 
flexible payment terms, a compre-
hensive portfolio of raw materials 
and real-time insights with market-
place data points. They have already 
received tremendous interest from 
leading buyers such as Loads, Dia-
mond Paints, Steelex, Novatex and 
Sapphire. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The weekly inflation, 
measured by Sensitive price Indica-
tor (SPI), witnessed an increase of 
0.17 percent for the combined con-
sumption group during the week 
ended on February 09, the Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) reported 
on Friday. The SPI for the week un-
der review in the above-mentioned 
group was recorded at 228.17 points 
as compared to 227.79 points during 
the past week, according to PBS data. 
As compared to the corresponding 
week of last year, the SPI for the 
combined consumption group in the 
week under review witnessed an in-
crease of 34.83 percent. The weekly 
SPI with the base year 2015-16 =100 
is covering 17 urban centers and 51 
essential items for all expenditure 
groups. The SPI for the lowest con-
sumption group up to Rs 17,732 wit-
nessed a 0.06 percent decrease and 
went up to 233.61 points from last 
week’s 233.76 points. Meanwhile, the 
SPI for the consumption group from 

Rs 17,732-22,888; Rs 22,889-29,517; 
Rs 29,518-44,175; and above Rs 
44,175 witnessed an increase of 0.02 
percent, 0.10 percent, 0.14 percent 
and 0.22 percent respectively. On 
the other hand decrease is observed 
in the prices of Onions (9. 83%), To-
matoes (5.40%), Eggs (3.40%), Wheat 
Flour (2.71%) and Sugar (0.31%) The 
items which recorded a decrease in 
their average prices on a week-on-
week (WoW) basis included onions 
(9.83%), tomatoes (5.40%), eggs 
(3.40%), wheat flour (2.71%) and sug-
ar (0.31%), according to the data. The 
commodities which recorded an in-
crease in their average prices includ-
ed potatoes (7.15%), chicken (6.94%), 
bananas (6.53%), vegetable ghee 
1 kg (5.67%), rice basmati broken 
(3.80%), rice irri-6/9 (3.64%), vegeta-
ble ghee 2.5 kg (2.71%), cooking oil 5 
kg (2.60%), pulse mash (2.42%) and 
garlic (2.20%), pulse moong (2.20%) 
LPG (3.06%) and cigarettes (2.25%). 
(Agencies)

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s Hang 
Seng Index closes 2.01 pct lowerHong 
Kong’s stock market ended lower on 
Friday with the benchmark Hang Seng 
Index down 2.01 percent to close at 

21,190.42 points. The Hang Seng Chi-
na Enterprises Index fell 2.56 percent 
to end at 7,126.19 points, the Hang 
Seng Tech Index lost 4.58 percent to 
close at 4,362.22 points.(Agencies)

ANKARA: China’s annual inflation 
rate increased to 2.1% in January, 
slightly under the market forecast, the 
country’s statistical institute said on 
Friday. January’s figure, the highest 
in three months, was up from 1. 8% 
in December, according to the Nation-

al Bureau of Statistics of China. Core 
consumer prices, excluding food and 
energy, climbed 1% from a year earli-
er, following a 0.7% hike in December. 
On a monthly basis, consumer prices 
grew 0.8% in January, the largest rise 
since January 2021. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Türkiye’s unemployment 
rate rose to 10.3% in December 2022, 
up from 10.2% in November, the coun-
try’s statistical authority said Friday. 
The number of jobless people age 15 
and over climbed by 62,000 month-
on-month to 3.63 million in December, 
the Turkish Statistical Institute (Turk-
Stat) said. The unemployment rate 

in the month was 8.2% for men and 
14.4% for women. Some 31.57 million 
were employed as of December, up 
18,000 from a month earlier, while the 
employment rate was unchanged at 
48.5%. The labor force grew by 80,000 
to 35.2 million in the same period 
and the labor force participation rate 
slightly rose to 54.1%.(Agencies)

WINDHOEK: Namibia expects more 
Chinese enterprises’ participation in 
the development of Namibia’s green 
energy sector, particularly the green 
hydrogen industry, President Hage 
Geingob said Thursday. Geingob made 
the remarks during his meeting with 
new Chinese Ambassador to Namibia 
Zhao Weiping at the State House in 
Windhoek. Namibia is ready to, start-
ing from the current basis, work with 
China to push forward an even greater 
development of bilateral relations, said 
Geingob, who briefed Zhao on the de-
velopment of the African country’s 

green hydrogen industry. Zhao pre-
sented his Letter of Credence to Ge-
ingob and hailed the achievements in 
Namibia’s economic and social devel-
opment under Geingob’s leadership. 
Referring to Geingob as a good friend 
of China, Zhao said the frequent com-
munication between the two country’s 
presidents charted the course for the 
development of bilateral ties. China 
appreciates Namibia’s commitment 
to the one-China principle and its firm 
support for China on issues concern-
ing China’s core interests and major 
concerns, said Zhao. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Tokyo shares ended higher 
on Friday despite a sell-off on Wall 
Street, with investors cheered by a 
weaker yen and strong earnings from 
some firms. The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index closed up 0.31 percent, or 
86.63 points, at 27,670.98, while the 
broader Topix index added 0.10 per-
cent, or 1.96 points, to 1,986.96. The 
dollar stood at 131.54 yen, against 

131.56 yen in New York on Thursday. 
All three main indexes on Wall Street 
ended in the red, with the Nasdaq los-
ing one percent. US stocks initially 
rallied, but the upbeat mood fizzled as 
“some traders placed bets that the Fed 
will have to do a lot more tightening 
than what Wall Street is pricing in,” 
said Edward Moya, senior market an-
alyst at OANDA. (Agencies)
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RIYADH: Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
four goals for Al Nassr in the Saudi 
Pro League on Thursday to reach the 
career milestone of 500 club goals. The 
Portugal international, who celebrated 
his 38th birthday on Sunday, was un-
stoppable against hosts Al Wehda, net-
ting four times in 30 minutes to lead his 
team to a 4-0 win. Ronaldo has scored 
503 league goals for five clubs in five 

different top-flight leagues. He bagged 
103 for Manchester United, 311 for 

Real Madrid, 81 for Juventus, three for 
Sporting Lisbon, and now has five for 
Al Nassr. The five-times Ballon D’Or 
winner signed a 2-1/2 year deal with 
Al Nassr in December, reported to be 
worth over €200 million (US$216.54 
million), and was appointed captain of 
the team. Al Nassr top the standings 
after 16 games, level on 37 points with 
second-placed Al Shabab. (Agencies)

RIYADH: King Abdulaziz Racecourse 
in Janadriyah is gearing up for the 
launch of the Prince Abdullah bin 
Jaloy Cup on Saturday, with four-year-
old fillies set to take part for a prize of 
$80,000, organized by the Jockey Club 
of Saudi Arabia. The race will take 
place during the 96th festival of the 
Jockey Club season in tribute to the 
late prince and his efforts in uniting the 
Kingdom with the late founder, King 
Abdulaziz. This week, the festival also 
featured Al-Jouf Region Governorate 

Cup and the Ministry of Culture Cup, 
while the Japan Cup will be held on 
Friday. The Prince Abdullah bin Jaloy 
Cup will be held on a 1,400 meter track 
with the participation of fillies such as 

Smoky Quartz, Jumanat Alreem and 
Mazyuna.
– The Japan Cup
The Japan Cup is the first grade three 
race to be held at a Saudi racecourse, 
which was approved after a visit by the 
late King Abdullah to Japan when he 
was crown prince at the end of the last 
century. Meanwhile, a similar annual 
race is held in Japan in October, under 
the name of the Saudi Arabia Royal 
Cup, to mark the bilateral relationship 
between the two countries. (Agencies)

LAUSANNE: IOC President Thom-
as Bach has told Ukraine its calls to 
boycott the 2024 Paris Games over 
the possible participation of Russian 
competitors goes against Olympic 
“principles” as his organization was 
accused of being “on the wrong 
side of history.” In a letter to the 
Ukrainian National Olympic Com-
mittee revealed on Thursday, Bach 
said Ukraine’s efforts in “pressuring” 
other countries to boycott the 2024 
Games was “extremely regrettable.” 

The International Olympic Commit-
tee said last month it was exploring a 
“pathway” to allow Russian and Be-
larusian competitors to take part in 
the Paris Olympics, under a neutral 

flag. Ukraine has reacted furiously, 
threatening to pull out of the Games. 
Nordic and some eastern European 
countries have said they would join 
a boycott. “Threatening a boycott of 
the Olympic Games which, as you 
inform me, the NOC of Ukraine is 
currently considering, goes against 
the fundamentals of the Olympic 
Movement and the principles we 
stand for,” Bach said in the letter 
to Ukraine’s Olympic chief Vadym 
Goutzeit. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER: Football clubs spent 
a record US$1.57 billion on transfers 
in the January transfer window, the 
sport’s world governing body Fifa said 
today, with an all-time high number 
of international deals taking place last 
month. In the women’s game, the total 
number of international transfers also 
reached a new all-time high with 341 
across borders, an increase of 30.2% 
compared to January 2022. A total of 
US$774,300 was spent in the recent 
window – a new record. According to 
Fifa’s international transfer snapshot 

for January 2023, a total of 4,387 in-
ternational transfers were completed 
in men’s football in January – the most 
since the launch of the transfer match-
ing system in 2010. The US$1.57 bil-
lion spent on transfer fees was some 

US$230 million more than the previous 
January window record in 2018. The 
number of transfers in men’s football 
increased by 14.4% compared to the 
same period in 2022, with the total val-
ue of transfer fees rising by 49.4% com-
pared to the amount spent in January 
2022. English clubs topped the table 
for spending on international transfer 
fees in January 2023 with a total outlay 
of US$898.6m which is 57.3% of total 
spending in January globally – followed 
at a considerable distance by France 
with US$131.9m. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: National women’s 
hockey player Hanis Nadiah Onn ac-
cepts her suspension from the nation-
al team over a racist remark with an 
open heart. Although disappointed, 
the 26-year-old said she remains com-
mitted to chasing the championship 
for the Negeri Sembilan team in the 
2023 Malaysia Hockey League (MHL) 
campaign. “As a professional athlete, I 
will put aside (this problem), and I am 
committed to my club because the club 
looks after my well-being. I also respect 
the club and the MHC (Malaysian 

Hockey Confederation). “If I perform 
well in the league and the MHC gives 
me an opportunity again (to represent 
the country), I will prove that I am still 
relevant to the national team,” she said 
after the 2023 Women’s MHL Charity 
Shield match here last night. Hanis, 

who is also the 2016 Asian Player of the 
Year, said she was determined not to re-
peat the mistake, in addition to remind-
ing other athletes to always be careful 
when making any posts on social me-
dia. Yesterday, the youth and sports 
ministry was reported to have said an 
investigation committee comprising 
members of the National Sports Coun-
cil (MSN) and the MHC had decided to 
suspend Hanis indefinitely and that she 
was not allowed to represent the na-
tional team at the 2023 Cambodia SEA 
Games in May. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: Datuk Misbun 
Sidek’s role has changed from Bad-
minton Association of Malaysia’s 
(BAM) director of youth develop-
ment to the director of youth singles 
coaching effective this week. Acade-
my Badminton Malaysia (ABM) ex-
ecutive director Michelle Chai said 
the change in position was part of a 
programme to reorganise the nation-
al youth squad’s coaching line-up 
following the disappointing perfor-
mance at the 2022 BWF World Junior 
Championships in Santander, Spain, 
last October. Michelle said ABM 
would also utilise the expertise of 

BAM doubles coaching director Rexy 
Mainaky who had been made the 
new youth doubles coaching direc-
tor. “Datuk Misbun will focus on the 
singles department since that is his 
specialty. Junior doubles will be mon-
itored by Rexy, where he will oversee 
it from top to bottom so that it’ll be 
a seamless transition from junior to 

senior,“ he told reporters here today. 
Michelle said the coaches involved 
also acknowledged the failure of the 
youth squad in Spain, and as such, 
all parties agreed that they needed to 
take a different approach to improve 
the performance of the players. For 
the first time ever, no national play-
er qualified for the quarter-finals of 
the singles event at the world junior 
championships, and the national 
team only finished ninth in the mixed 
team event. This was the second time 
in a row that Malaysia returned emp-
ty-handed after the 2019 edition in 
Kazan, Russia. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Things aren’t going quite 
right for you today, but it’s not a 
sign of anything more important 
than a daily dip. You should be able 
to compensate and turn it around by 
tomorrow or the next day.
– TAURUS: Something that happens 
today gives your popularity a boost 
and that might mean that you’re 
on top of the social scene for a lit-
tle while! Use your new power for 
good, unless you’re feeling sneaky.
– GEMINI: Take a break today, even 
if it’s your busiest time. You need to 
slow down if you want to get it all 
done right. Most chores and tasks 
require extra attention, and that has 
to be renewed now and then!
– CANCER: See if you can find a po-
lite way to say no today, maybe sev-
eral times in a row! Unless your in-
tuition is telling you otherwise, you 
need to make sure that you’re able 
to avoid new schemes.
– LEO: You may experience a bit of 
ego bruising today thanks to some-
one who doesn’t really know what 
they’re talking about. Roll your eyes 

and move on. A direct response just 
invites more of the same.
– VIRGO: You’re not feeling all that 
great, though it’s more likely that 
you’re just restless than that any-
thing major is going wrong. Try 
to make sure that you’ve got the 
chance to move around today.
– LIBRA: It’s time to make a choice. 
Either you’ve got to give more than 
you can afford to a friend or cause, 
or you need to accept the label “stin-
gy” for the time being. You should 
move past this soon, though.
– SCORPIO: A surge of emotional 
energy has you believing in yourself 
like never before, so some parts of 
life become much simpler for you. 
It’s a good time to ask people out or 
try for new jobs, for example.
– SAGITTARIUS: Let your mind 
wander today, even in that big meet-
ing or long talk with your sweetie. 
Even if you’re caught, you should 
still be able to make up for it with 
great ideas and pitch-perfect lines.
– CAPRICORN: Your ambitions feel 
more realistic than ever thanks to 
recent events that cast them in a 
new light. It’s a good time to share 
them with someone who can help. 
Try to do it as soon as possible.
– ACQUARIUS: Try not to just coast 
through the day. You need to make 
yourself useful for your own mental 
health if for no other reason. Things 
are improving, so you should be 
back to normal pretty soon!
– PISCES: You’re having a hard time 
saying no to any reasonable request, 
which means you could run out of 
time for yourself at some point in 
the day. That’s harsh, but you’re 
better off taking care of obligations 
first.

DAILY HOROSCOPE: FEBRUARY 11, 2023

  

Arsenal in touch with UK’s Muslim community to help quake victims in Türkiye, Syria
LONDON: London’s Arsenal foot-
ball club have contacted the UK’s 
Muslim community to help victims 
of powerful earthquakes that hit 
Türkiye and Syria earlier this week 
and caused widespread destruction. 
Mohammed Kozbar, chairman of the 
Finsbury Park Mosque in North Lon-
don, said the English Premier League 
club reached out to them to take 
part in relief work. “They contacted 
us, we have this good relationship 
with them. They offered to give food, 
some other material, necessary ma-
terials to the victims as well to those 
who are being affected by the earth-

quake,” he told Anadolu. Kozbar said 
they are working with the club to see 
how they can deliver the supplies to 
the disaster zones. Earlier, Arsenal 
extended condolences to the victims 
on Twitter, saying: “We are truly sad-
dened to hear of the tragic events ... 
Our thoughts are with all those who 

are affected.” - Community shocked, 
but united. Kozbar said the Muslim 
community in the UK is united in aid-
ing quake-hit victims in both Türki-
ye and Syria. He said that like many 
people around the world, Muslims in 
London were also shocked when they 
first heard the news about the earth-
quakes, “a huge disaster” for the peo-
ple of Türkiye and Syria, and a “shock 
for the Muslim community here in the 
UK.” “No one knew the scale of the 
disaster ... So many lives have been 
lost because of this earthquake. And 
this makes people feel really helpless 
and shocked,” he added. (Agencies)

Ton-up Rohit steers India into lead in first Australia Test

Top seed Kasatkina progresses to quarterfinals  
of Mubadala Abu Dhabi Open

Blockbuster Durant to Suns deal tops busy  
NBA trade deadline

NAGPUR: Skipper Rohit Sharma hit an 
unbeaten 118 to defy Australia’s spin-
ners on a turning Nagpur pitch as India 
took a first-innings lead in the open-
ing Test on Friday. The hosts reached 
226-5 at tea on day two in response to 
Australia’s 177, a lead of 49 runs. The 
classy Rohit, who recorded his ninth 
Test hundred, was batting alongside 
Ravindra Jadeja, on 34, with the pair on 
an unbeaten stand of 58 at the break. 
Australia’s debutant spinner Todd 
Murphy took four of the five wickets to 
fall including star batsman Virat Kohli, 
caught behind for 12 soon after lunch. 
Senior Australia spinner Nathan Lyon 
spoiled Twenty20 sensation Suryaku-
mar Yadav’s Test debut after he bowled 
the batsman on eight to put India in a 
spot at 168-5. But Rohit stood firm and 
bravely handled the spinners to reach 
triple figures with a boundary off Mur-

phy, taking off his helmet and raising 
his bat to the cheering Nagpur crowd. 
The captain found an able partner in 
the left-handed Jadeja, who soldiered 
on after surviving a few close calls in-
cluding an lbw appeal by Murphy. Mur-
phy, an off-spinner who claimed KL 
Rahul as his first Test wicket on Thurs-
day, trapped Ravichandran Ashwin lbw 
-- a decision successfully reviewed by 
Australia -- and got Cheteshwar Pujara 
caught at short fine leg in the first ses-
sion. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Top seed Daria Kasat-
kina survived an early scare to secure 
her spot in the quarterfinals of the in-
augural Mubadala Abu Dhabi Open 
presented by the Abu Dhabi Sports 
Council. The World No. 8 emerged 
following tricky conditions with a 1-6, 
6-0, 6-2 win over Jil Teichmann on 
Thursday at the International Tennis 
Centre, Zayed Sports City. A slow start 

from Kasatkina allowed Teichmann to 
take the lead in a swift first set, before 
the top-ranked player in Abu Dhabi 
fired back to level the match with a 
6-0 second set. In the third set, an ear-
ly break from the World No. 8 helped 
close out the match. On her opening 
victory, Kasatkina said: “It was an im-
portant win just to get the confidence 
of playing and winning in this tourna-
ment and to understand the play on 
this court with the lights and the diffi-
cult conditions with the wind tonight. 
“I’m happy as after that first rough set, 
I was able to be calm and recover and 
find a way to make the opponent un-
comfortable. I’m happy that my head 
was clear and that I was able to win 
and progress today.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Kevin Durant’s 
blockbuster move from Brooklyn to 
Phoenix turned the Suns into a major 
title contender and sparked a flurry of 
NBA trade deadline deals Thursday 
by roster-boosting rivals. The 34-year-
old superstar joined Suns All-Star 
guards Chris Paul and Devin Booker 
plus Bahamian center Deandre Ayton, 
the top pick in the 2018 NBA Draft, to 
create what might be the NBA’s most 
powerful lineup. Phoenix sent four 
first-round NBA Draft picks, swing-
man Mikal Bridges, forward Cam 
Johnson and Jae Crowder and a 2028 
pick swap to the Nets in exchange 
for Durant and forward T.J. Warren. 

Crowder, who has sat out the 2022-
23 season so far, didn’t stay with the 
Nets long, reportedly being traded 
Thursday to the Milwaukee Bucks for 
five second-round NBA Draft picks. 
The Suns confirmed their acquisition 
of Durant, first reported Wednesday 
night, with a tweet as multiple clubs 
posted photos and statements on so-
cial media welcoming their new play-
ers and bidding farewell tho those that 
had been traded. There were plenty of 
moves as the balance of power in the 
Western Conference was shaken up 
by Durant’s arrival and only two clubs, 
Chicago and Cleveland, chose not to 
make a deadline move. (Agencies)

Ronaldo scores 4 goals to pass 500 in club career

Japan Cup and Prince Abdullah bin Jaloy Cup highlights  
of weekend’s racing in Riyadh

Ukraine’s 2024 Paris Games boycott call is against Olympic ‘principles’: IOC chief Bach

January transfer spending reaches record levels

Hanis accepts suspension, determined not to repeat mistake

Misbun, Rexy to take over training of youth squad
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Third saudi relief plane leaves to help  
earthquake victims in Syria,Turkiye

Court extends Imran Khan’s bail till Feb 27

ISSI organizes in-house session with heads  
of mission of African countries

Europe shoots for the moon with role  
in NASA programme

Bizenjo approves establishment of relief fund  
for victims of Turkey, Syria

Indonesian domestic worker wins compensation 
for abuse in Hong Kong

RIYADH: In implementation of the 
directives of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques King Salman bin Ab-
dulaziz Al Saud and His Royal High-
ness Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, Crown Prince 
and Prime Minister, the third Saudi re-
lief plane left Riyadh-based King Kha-
lid International Airport early today 

for Adana airport in the Republic of 
Turkiye. The plane was carrying 104 
tons and 62 kgs of relief materials, in-
cluding food baskets, tents, blankets, 
rugs and shelter bags in addition to 
medical supplies within the Saudi re-
lief airlift operated by King Salman 
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center 
(KSrelief). (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: A local court on Friday 
extended the pre-arrest bail of Paki-
stan Tehreek e Insaf (PTI) head Imran 
Khan till February 27 and sought a 
written statement in an FIR regarding 
the protest after the decision of ECP 
in toshakhana case and attack on 
PML-N’s leader Mohsin Shahnawaz 
Ranjha. Additional District and Ses-
sion Judge Zafar Iqbal heard the case 

against Imran Khan. Dr. Baber Awan 
submitted the medical report of Im-
ran Khan and requested the judge 
to grant him a one-time exemption 
from attendance. The court noted 
that the applicant had stated that still 
he would take 20 to 25 days to recov-
er from injuries. He said that Imran 
Khan was not allowed by the doctors 
to travel. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Af-
ghanistan, Middle East and Africa 
(CAMEA) at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) organized 
an organised an in-house session 
with heads of mission of African 
countries in Islamabad. The session, 
which held under the chair of ISSI 
Director General Ambassador Sohail 
Mahmood, was attended by Dean of 
the African Corps and Ambassador 
of Morocco Mohammed Karmoune, 
High Commissioner of the Repub-
lic of South Africa Mthuthuzeli Ma-
dikiza, Ambassador of Sudan Salih 
Mohammed Ahmed Mohamed Sid-
dig, High Commissioner of Kenya 
M. Nyambura Kamau, High Com-

missioner of Mauritius Rashid Ally 
Soobadar, High Commissioner of Ni-
geria Mohammed Bello Abioye, and 
Charge d’ Affaires of Somalia Shirwa 
Abdullahi Ibrahim. On the occasion, 
views were exchanged on the myr-
iad dimensions of Pakistan-Africa 
relations. The African envoys shared 
their thoughts on the level of mutu-
al cooperation and underscored the 
desire for deeper collaboration in 
diverse fields including political, eco-
nomic and people-to-people exchang-
es. ISSI DG Ambassador Sohail Mah-
mood shared a historical perspective 
on Pakistan-Africa relations and 
highlighted the main contours of Pa-
kistan’s ‘Engage Africa’ policy. (APP)

BREMEN: European astronauts could 
walk on the Moon for the first time in 
the coming years, in exchange for the 
continent taking on a key role in an 
ambitious NASA space programme. 
The US space agency’s Artemis pro-
gramme aims to return humans to 
the Moon for the first time since the 
historic Apollo missions, which ended 
in 1972. For the first time, the Euro-
pean Space Agency (ESA) and Eu-
ropean aerospace giant Airbus have 
been entrusted with supplying vital 
“service modules” (ESMs) for NA-
SA’s Orion spacecraft. In exchange, 
Europe has three guaranteed seats on 
the mission’s flights, probably from 
2027, although discussions are on-
going to try to get earlier spots. The 
role of the Europeans is vital -- they 
are providing “half of the spacecraft 
that will take people to the Moon 
and, of course, back to Earth safely,” 

said Marc Steckling, Airbus’s head of 
space exploration. The modules are 
critical to power the spacecraft, pro-
viding electricity from solar panels, 
and other vital supplies such as wa-
ter and oxygen. Cylinders measuring 
about four by four metres with about 
22,000 parts and weighing about 12 
tons, the modules are put together 
at Airbus’s site in Bremen, northern 
Germany. Once assembled and safety 
tests are completed, they are trans-
ferred to the Kennedy Space Center 
in Florida. (Agencies)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Minister 
Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo on Friday 
approved the establishment of a relief 
fund for the earthquake victims of 
Turkey and Syria. He gave this ap-
proval on the summary sent by the Fi-
nance Department, the minor head of 
the relief fund was G 121, the major 
head was G 12 and the total head was 
G 12166 while public and philanthro-
pists could deposit their donations 
in same account. Balochistan Chief 
Minister, Provincial Ministers, Par-
liamentary Secretary and Members 
of Provincial Assembly would donate 

their one month salary for the victim 
of earthquake. As officers in grade 20 
and above will donate half of their ba-
sic pay, officials and officers of grades 
1 to 19 will donate one day’s salary 
from their basic salary, said a press 
release. In mosques across the prov-
ince, including the Chief Minister’s
Secretariat, special prayers were 
offered for the earthquake victims 
of Turkey and Syria during Friday 
prayers. Scholars appealed to the 
public to donate generously to the re-
lief fund for quake victims of Turkey 
and Syria. (APP)

HONG KONG: An Indonesian wom-
an who was beaten and burned by 
her former Hong Kong employers 
was awarded more than $110,000 in 
damages on Friday. The abuse meted 
out to Kartika Puspitasari, 40, made 
headlines a decade ago and sparked 
calls for better protections for the 
army of women who come to the city 
to cook, clean and care for its children 
and elderly. Her employers were con-
victed and jailed in 2013, with a court 
hearing that they burned her with an 
iron, beat her with a bike chain and 
assaulted her with a paper cutter, 
leaving her physically scarred and 
traumatised. Initially unsure who to 
turn to, Puspitasari endured the abuse 
for two years, with her mistreatment 
only coming to light after she sought 

consular protection. She returned 
to Indonesia in 2014 without having 
received any wages. On Friday, a 
judge ruled that Puspitasari had been 
“treated inhumanely” and awarded 
her HK$868,607 ($110,650). At the 
home she shares with her husband 
and three children in Padang city on 
Indonesia’s Sumatra island, Puspi-
tasari broke down in tears as she re-
ceived the news by video call. “I had 
been waiting for 10 years and finally, 
my prayer was granted,” she said, 
thanking her lawyers and friends. 
But Puspitasari, who was diagnosed 
with post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD), added that the money “is 
not comparable to the physical and 
mental wounds I am suffering from”. 
(Agencies)
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Amjad Islam Amjad 
passes away at 78

Citizens for strict mea-
sures to implementing 

building code in Quetta

DC inaugurates  
anti-polio campaign  

in Bajaur

Children found alive as 
Turkey-Syria quake toll 

tops 22,000

Two Army officers 
martyred in Kohlu  

sanitisation operation

LAHORE: Renowned playwright, poet 
and educationist Amjad Islam Amjad 
died at the age of 78, here on Friday. 
The literary icon of Pakistan died of a 
heart attack, according to his family 
sources, whereas his funeral has not 
yet been announced. However, his 
burial would take place in Lahore, ac-
cording to the family members. Amjad 
Islam Amjad was among Pakistan’s 
best-known Urdu poets. He was im-
mensely popular among Urdu-lovers 
due to his brilliant poetry and excellent 
screenplays. He had been a regular 
feature at poetry readings all over the 
world for the last four decades. Some 
of his plays, dramatised by the televi-
sion channels, had won international 
acclaim. ‘Waaris’, ‘Samandar’, ‘Waqt’, 
‘Dehleez’, ‘Raat’ and ‘Apne Log’ were 
among his most popular screenplays. 
Amjad Islam Amjad was born on Au-
gust 4, 1944 in Lahore. He received his 
MA (Urdu) degree from the Punjab 
University in 1967, and was appoint-
ed a teacher at the Urdu Department 
of MAO College Lahore from 1968 to 
1975. Later on, he appointed as deputy 
director of Punjab Arts Council in Au-
gust 1975. In the 1990s, Amjad Islam 
Amjad’s services were assigned to the 
Department of Education and he again 
joined the teaching department at 
MAO College. (APP)

QUETTA: The residents of Quetta 
urged the Balochistan government to 
take strict measures for implement-
ing building code in the city due to its 
vulnerability to earthquake disaster. 
Talking to APP, they stressed stern le-
gal action against the violators of build-
ing code in the cities. They also called 
for strictly following the building code 
as high rise buildings had been con-
structed in the residential areas of the 
province. “The government should also 
ban the breaking down of roads which 
were constructed and carpeted recent-
ly. A ban must imposed on the transfer 
of residential plots for commercial use 
in the city.” The government should im-
pose ban on the construction of high 
rise commercial buildings in the resi-
dential areas which posed threats to the 
people, they said, adding that the pro-
vincial capital lacked planning for ur-
banisation and was also dotted with un-
authorised constructions. The dwellers 
also expressed concern over the situa-
tion arising out of construction of com-
mercial buildings in residential areas in 
Quetta city and urged the concerned 
agencies to take action against such 
buildings. The government has urged 
to formulate rules and regulations for 
construction of commercial buildings 
and land zoning of new roads. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Bajaur, Fahad Wazir on Friday inaugu-
rated anti-polio campaign which was 
planned to vaccinate children resid-
ing in selected union councils of the 
district. The inauguration ceremony 
was attended by District Police Offi-
cer, Additional Deputy Commissioner 
and representatives of health and rel-
evant departments. On the occasion, 
DC also chaired a meeting to review 
arrangements of anti-polio drive. He 
also directed staff to work with dedi-
cation and achieve the set targets. It is 
pertinent to mention here that anti-po-
lio drive would begin from February 
13 in selective nine union councils, to 
vaccinate children below the age of five 
years. (APP)

KAHRAMANMARAS: Rescuers 
pulled children alive Friday from the 
rubble of the Turkey-Syria earthquake 
as the toll surpassed 22,000 and bitter 
cold compounded the suffering of the 
homeless. In the Turkish city of Kahra-
manmaras, one of those hit hardest by 
the region’s worst earthquake in near-
ly a century, the stench of death clung 
to the air. But as crews entered a fifth 
day of peeling back flattened build-
ings, Turkish media reported rescues 
of young children, long after the ex-
piration of the 72-hour window when 
survivors are considered most likely to 
be found. In the 105th hour, rescuers 
pulled 18-month-old Yusuf Huseyin 
from the debris in the southeastern 
city of Antakya. Twenty minutes lat-
er, they rescued seven-year-old Mu-
hammed Huseyin, NTV news channel 
reported. (Agencies)

RAWALPINDI: As many as two sol-
diers of Pakistan Army embraced 
martyrdom on Friday after an impro-
vised explosive device (IED) went 
off during a sanitisation operation 
conducted on credible intelligence, 
to deny terrorists any liberty of ac-
tion in Kohlu area of Balochistan. 
The Inter Services Public Relations 
(ISPR) in a news release added that 
during the ensuing sanitisation of 
the area, the IED exploded close 
to the leading party. The martyred 
soldiers were identified as Major 
Jawad and Captain Sagheer who 
embraced Shahadat (martyrdom) 
and laid their lives in defence of the 
motherland against an externally 
perpetrated threat. The sanitisation 
operation was continued in the area 
to apprehend perpetrators and en-
emies of peace. It added that such 
cowardly acts by inimical elements 
could not sabotage the hard earned 
peace and prosperity in Balochistan. 
“The security forces are determined 
to neutralize their nefarious designs 
even at the cost of blood and lives,” 
the ISPR said. (APP)

IMF staff-level talks conclude positively, discussion on MEFP from Monday: Dar
ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue, Senator Ishaq 
Dar said on Friday that after positive 
conclusion of staff-level talks on the 
Extended Fund Facility (EFF), Pakistan 
and the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) would start virtual discussion on 
the Memorandum of Economic and Fi-
nancial Policies (MEFP) from Monday. 
“Good news is [that] as per their com-
mitment, the team has gone according 
to their plan. As per their commitment, 
we have received MEFP. The draft is 
with us, we will study it and from Mon-
day we will engage in virtual discussion 
with the fund,” Dar said while address-
ing a press conference on the comple-
tion of IMF staff-level visit to Pakistan. 
Once completed and approved by the 
IMF Executive Board, Pakistan would 
receive the next tranche of SDR 894 
million ($1.2 billion), the finance minis-
ter said. The minister said, the ten-day 

dialogue with IMF concluded positively
and there was no ambiguity on any-
thing. The final round was held on 
Thursday during which “we mutually 
agreed and finalized all the things”. He 
said there was mutual understanding 
to complete the programme, for the 
second time in the country’s history, 
adding the government was committed 
to fulfill its sovereign commitments. 
The minister said the team had also 
a courtesy zoom meeting with Prime 
Minister, wherein the PM said that 
the things agreed by the finance team 
would be implemented. Talking about 
the outcomes of the negotiations, the 
minister said the policy package with 
IMF included Rs 170 billion fiscal mea-
sures. He said it was agreed to gener-
ate additional Rs 170 billion new taxes, 
however, added the government would 
not impose any such taxes that would 
directly impact the common man. He 

said, for imposing new taxes, a new 
finance bill may be presented in the 
parliament. He said that it was agreed 
to increase the financial volume of the 
Benazir Income Support Programme 
(BISP) by Rs40 billion and take it from 
the existing Rs 360 billion to Rs 400 
billion to provide relief to the common-
ers. Dar said that the government was 
committed to reform the energy sector 
to reduce the losses. He said the cost 
of electricity generation was Rs3,000 
billion whereas recovery was just 
Rs18,000 billion, which results in huge 
losses. He said the government priori-
tized implementing energy reform and 
do away with untargeted subsidies. The 
finance minister said the government 
was also committed to zero debt in the 
gas sector to rationalize the sector. He 
that the government also pursued the 
agenda for Privatization to stop the 
bleeding of resources. (APP)


