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TEHRAN: An Iranian official has re-
vealed that China is one of the leading 
customers of Iranian-manufactured 
drones and that a large shipment is set 
to be sent to Beijing, amid the ongoing 
controversy over Tehran’s supply of un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAVs) to Rus-
sia. According to the UK-based news 
outlet, Iran International, an unnamed 
advisor to Iran’s Intelligence Minister 
revealed at a ceremony at Qazvin In-
ternational University that China is in 
the “queue” to receive 15,000 Iranian 
drones, with the ally being a major cus-

tomer amongst 90 countries seeking to 
benefit from Tehran’s extensive UAV 
industry. “Since the day we turned to 
the East, the West could not bear it and 
an example was the war in Ukraine”, 
the advisor said, referring to Iran’s arm-
ing of Russia with drones throughout 
its ongoing invasion of Ukraine. When 
Tehran’s role in militarily supplying 
Moscow was revealed months into the 
war last year, it at first denied it before 
admitting to it with the claim that it did 
so months before Russia launched its 
invasion. Since then, however, Iran has 

only deepened its cooperation with the 
Kremlin by continuing its drone sup-
plies to Russian forces, with the Wall 
Street Journal reporting this month 
that the two allies are moving ahead 
with plans to build a new factory within 
Russia that could produce at least 6,000 
Iranian-designed drones for Moscow’s 
war effort.Numerous Western nations 
have imposed sanctions on Iran over its 
active assistance, and the United States 
has curbed exports to Iranian firms re-
sponsible for producing the drones us-
ing American components. (Agencies)

Iran to supply China with 15,000 drones

Biden, Lula vow to defend democracy in Americas

Pope Francis faces ‘civil war’ at heart of church

WASHINGTON: President Joe Biden 
and his Brazilian counterpart Luiz 
Inacio Lula da Silva said Friday at 
the White House that the two big-
gest countries in the Americas have 
successfully seen off attacks on their 
democracies and will now work to-
gether on fighting the climate crisis. 
“Both our nations’ strong democra-
cies have been tested,” Biden told 
Lula, and “both in the United States 
and Brazil, democracy prevailed.” 
Meeting in the Oval Office, Biden and 
Lula expressed solidarity over their 

similar paths. Biden defeated Donald 
Trump in 2020, but two months later, 
a mob of Trump supporters stormed 
Congress believing his conspiracy 
theory that he’d been the real elec-
tion winner. In Brazil, Lula defeat-
ed right-winger Jair Bolsonaro and 
took office this January, but a mob of 
Bolsonaro supporters stormed gov-
ernment buildings shortly after. “We 
have some issues on which we can 
work together,” Lula told Biden. “First 
is to never again allow” the anti-dem-
ocratic mob attacks. (Agencies)

VATICAN CITY: From his reforms to 
his foreign relations, criticism of Pope 
Francis has intensified since the death 
of his predecessor Benedict XVI, re-
vealing a climate of “civil war” at a time 
when the Catholic Church is engaged in 
a global conversation about its future. 
Benedict, a conservative German theo-
logian who was pope for eight years 
before resigning in 2013, died on De-
cember 31 at the age of 95. Within days 
of his death, his closest aide, Georg 
Gaenswein, revealed Benedict’s con-
cerns at some of the changes made by 
his successor Pope Francis, notably his 
decision to restrict the use of the Latin 
mass. The criticism was not new. Many 
in the conservative wing of the Roman 
Curia, which governs the Church, have 
long complained the Argentine pontiff 
is authoritarian and too focused on pas-

toral matters at the expense of theolog-
ical rigour. But it was followed by the 
death of Australian cardinal George 
Pell, and the subsequent revelation 
that he had authored an anonymous 
note published last year that directly at-
tacked Francis. The note had described 
the current papacy as a “catastrophe”, 
and among others criticised “heavy 
failures” of Vatican diplomacy under 
his watch. Pell, a former close adviser 
to Francis, was jailed for child sexual 
abuse before being acquitted in 2020. 
Then, at the end of the month, German 
Cardinal Gerhard Mueller published a 
book adding fuel to the fire. The former 
head of the Vatican’s powerful congre-
gation for the doctrine of the faith de-
nounced Francis’ “doctrinal confusion” 
and criticised the influence of a “magic 
circle” around him. (Agencies)

Attacks reported across Ukraine, 
Biden to visit neighbour Poland 

 French academic Fariba Adelkhah  
released from prison in Iran: ministry

KYIV, UKRAINE: Ukraine said Friday 
that Russia had launched a major new 
wave of aerial attacks, as President 
Joe Biden announced he would mark 
one year since the invasion by visiting 
Kyiv’s neighbour Poland. Strikes were 
reported from the eastern region of 
Kharkiv to the western region of Iva-
no-Frankivsk, a day after President 
Volodymyr Zelensky travelled to Brus-
sels to lobby EU leaders for long-range 
weapons and fighter jets. Zelensky 
said Russian missiles had crossed over 
ex-Soviet Moldova and NATO member 
Romania heading to Ukraine, though 
Bucharest denied the claim. With the 
bloody conflict approaching its first-
year anniversary on February 24, the 
White House said Biden would travel 
to NATO-ally Poland on February 20-
22. Biden will make a speech to mark 
“Russia’s brutal and unprovoked inva-
sion of Ukraine, addressing how the 
United States has rallied the world to 
support the people of Ukraine as they 
defend their freedom and democracy,” 
the White House said. The Kremlin on 
Friday also announced that Russian 
President Vladimir Putin will deliver 
his annual state of the nation speech 

on February 21. Russia last targeted 
Ukraine with a mass strike in late Jan-
uary, days after Western allies agreed 
to deliver heavy tanks to Kyiv. Zelen-
sky called the new Russian attacks “a 
challenge to NATO”, adding “this is 
terror that can and must be stopped.” 
Romania’s defence ministry said it de-
tected an “aerial target launched from 
the Black Sea from a Russian Federa-
tion ship” but “at no point did it inter-
sect with Romania’s airspace”. The 
Moldovan defence ministry confirmed 
that Russian missiles had crossed its 
airspace, adding it would summon 
Russia’s ambassador. - Race for arms 
- Friday’s wave of attacks follows Zel-
ensky’s visit to Europe, where he urged 
allies to supply Ukraine with long-
range missiles and fighter jets as Kyiv 
braces for a renewed Russian push in 
the east. (Agencies)

Paris (AFP) – Iranian authorities on Fri-
day released from prison French-Ira-
nian academic Fariba Adelkhah, who 
was first arrested in June 2019 and was 
serving a five-year sentence on national 
security charges vehemently denied by 
supporters, the French foreign ministry 
said.  A foreign ministry statement said 
France “welcomed” the release, saying 
she had been “unjustly detained” in 
Tehran’s Evin prison. A source close to 
her, who asked not to be named, earlier 
told AFP that Adelkhah had been freed 
from Evin but added it was not immedi-
ately clear if she would be able to leave 
her home and return to France. The 
foreign ministry statement added: “It 
is essential that Mrs Fariba Adelkhah 
can regain all of her freedoms, includ-
ing that of returning to France if she 
wishes.” Up until Adelkhah’s release, 
seven French citizens were being held 
by Iran, according to the French for-
eign ministry. They are among two 
dozen foreign nationals campaigners 

say Iran has jailed in a strategy of hos-
tage-taking to extract concessions from 
the West. Last month Foreign Minister 
Catherine Colonna had demanded the 
“immediate release of the seven French 
hostages arbitrarily detained” by Teh-
ran in telephone talks with her Iranian 
counterpart Hossein Amir-Abdollahi-
an. Iran had erupted into protests in 
September, following the death in cus-
tody of 22-year-old Mahsa Amini after 
she was arrested for allegedly violating 
the Islamic republic’s strict dress rules. 
The ensuing crackdown further limited 
diplomatic contacts between Iran and 
the West and the scope for agreeing re-
leases of prisoners.(Agencies)

East Jerusalem car 
ramming kills two, 

including child

IDF Chief of Staff makes secret visit to Bahrain

US special ops in Ukraine risk major escalation – ambassador

JERUSALEM: Two people, one of them 
a child, were killed in a car ramming 
attack on a bus stop in Israeli-annexed 
east Jerusalem on Friday,  Israeli au-
thorities said. The attack, which comes 
amid spiralling violence in the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflict this year, was 
condemned by Washington as “uncon-
scionable”. A police spokesperson said 
that at around 1:30 pm (1130 GMT) the 
driver of the car, a 31-year-old resident 
of Issawiya, a Palestinian neighbour-
hood of east Jerusalem, hit “at high 
speed (...) innocent people waiting at 
the bus stop”. “As a result of the ram-
ming, there are two dead and another 
five injured,” an Israeli police statement 
added. “The suspect was neutralised 
on the spot” in Ramot, a Jewish settler 
neighbourhood of east Jerusalem, the 
police said, describing it as a “terror” 
attack. Jerusalem’s Shaare Zedek hos-
pital said one of the dead was 20 years 
old, while police later said the child was 
aged six. A hospital spokesperson iden-
tified the 20-year-old as Alter Shlomo 
Lederman, a yeshiva student who died 
from his injuries shortly after being ad-
mitted. (Agencies)

MANAMA: IDF Chief of Staff, Herzi 
Halevi, is visiting Bahrain to attend an 
international security conference, with 
the participation of senior military com-
manders from Arab countries, Walla 
reported. According to the report, the 
Chief of Staff’s visit was conducted in 

secret, but he was photographed sitting 
at a meeting with the Crown Prince 
of Bahrain published by the country’s 
newspapers Thursday morning. This is 
Halevi’s first visit to one of the countries 
which signed the Abraham Accords 
with Israel, the report added. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s envoy to the Unit-
ed States has responded to recent re-
ports that Washington is seeking to 
resume its “top-secret programs” in 
Ukraine, warning that special operators 
on the battlefield would mean direct US 
involvement in the conflict. Asked to 
comment on a report published in the 
Washington Post on Friday which said 
the Pentagon may restart its clandes-
tine operations in Ukraine, Ambassa-
dor Anatoly Antonov said that while the 
claim has not been confirmed by offi-
cials, it would mark a major escalation.
“Discussions on the pages of one of 
the leading American media about the 
possible sending of Special Forces to 
Ukraine are very remarkable,” he said. 
“Such publications once again testify 
that here in Washington there is an ob-

session with an unrealizable dream to 
inflict a strategic defeat on Russia and 
readiness to face indescribable risks in 
this pursuit.” The Post report noted that 
military officials are now “urging Con-
gress” to approve funding for top-secret 
programs, which were paused after the 
conflict with Russia kicked off nearly 
one year ago. Though no decision is 
expected until the fall, the Pentagon re-
portedly hopes to resume the projects 

sometime in 2024. It remains unclear 
whether President Joe Biden will au-
thorize deployments by American com-
mandos, with the Post suggesting they 
may operate from a neighboring coun-
try. Prior to the conflict, US Special Op-
erations troops ran two “irregular war-
fare surrogate programs” in Ukraine, 
one of which sent local Ukrainian oper-
atives on “surreptitious reconnaissance 
missions in Ukraine’s east.” (Agencies)

Rainwater leakage, floor cave-in reported  
at Al-Aqsa Mosque

JERUSALEM: Palestinian officials 
at the Al-Aqsa Mosque reported that 
rainwater was leaking and a num-
ber of floor tiles collapsed inside the 
Mosque compound on Wednesday, 
The Palestine Information Centre re-
ports. According to the officials, rain-
water leaked in the morning into the 
Aqsa Mosque’s Marwani prayer build-
ing from holes in its roof and several 
floor tiles caved in near Al-Ghawan-
meh Gate. The officials affirmed that 
the Israeli restrictions on restoration 
works at the Mosque, and the under-
ground digging under its foundations 

were the reasons for such problems. 
In this regard, Sheikh Najeh Bakirat, 
deputy head of the Islamic Awqaf Ad-
ministration in Occupied Jerusalem, 
warned that the Israeli Occupation 
Authority’s (IOA) refusal to allow 
the Islamic Awqaf to carry out reno-
vations to the Aqsa Mosque’s prayer 
buildings and premises constitutes a 
great danger to its existence. Sheikh 
Bakirat held the IOA fully responsi-
ble for any harm coming to the Aqsa 
Mosque and appealed to internation-
al heritage organisations to take ac-
tion to save the Mosque. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Caretaker Minister for 
Labour, Excise, Taxation and Nar-
cotics Control Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Manzoor Khan Afridi paid a visit to 
the Narcotics Control Wing (NCW) 
of the Directorate General of Excise 
and Taxation and directed to prepare 
a report based on comprehensive 
recommendations for solving the 
problems as well as launching crack-
down on drugs. On this occasion, 
Secretary Excise Adeel Shah and 
Director Narcotics Control Dr. Eid 
Badshah gave them a detailed brief-
ing on the administrative and opera-
tional issues of various departments 
of NCW and excise police stations, 
said a hand out issued here on Sat-
urday. Director NCW also kept the 
Caretaker Minister abreast in detail 
with Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Excise 
Anti-Narcotics Act 2019 and the ad-
ministrative and legal issues raised 
under it so far while the problems 
faced by NCW and excise police 
stations were also taken into stock, 
including the administrative, prose-
cution, investigation and legal affairs 
of the wing. Manzoor Afridi appreci-

ated the successful actions and ex-
cellent performance of the Narcotics 
Control Wing and Excise Police Sta-
tions across the province. However, 
he clarified that in order to rid the so-
ciety of drugs, especially the ugly ad-
diction like ice, it is necessary to give 
equal attention to the three sectors 
of its production, supply and use and 
to discourage them with iron hands. 
On this occasion, the caretaker min-
ister also made it clear that freeing 
the society especially students and 
general youth, from the scourge of 
drugs, is one of top priorities of his 
caretaker government. He directed 
to make the anti-narcotics campaign 
more effective and to speed up intel-
ligence and target-based operations 
against drug manufacturers, suppli-
ers, peddlers and dealers. Manzoor 
Afridi also made a detailed inspec-
tion of the narcotics detectors, vid-
eo scopes, densitometers and other 
modern equipment and supplies pro-
vided by International Anti-narcotics 
body INL. He evinced keen interest 
in these sophisticated equipment 
and asked for its best utilization for 

maximum outcomes in larger na-
tional benefits. Masood-ul-Haq Ex-
cise and Taxation Officer (Rehab) 
and in-charge Provincial Excise 
Warehouse briefed the Minister of 
the measures taken to reduce the de-
mand for drugs and the future steps 
and the treatment and rehabilitation 
of around 1300 drug addicts. On this 
occasion Khalid Khan Circle Officer 
Peshawar Region and ETO Khyber, 
Syed Naveed Jamal Circle Officer 
Mardan Region, Majid Khan Pro-
vincial Incharge Excise Intelligence 
Bureau, Rasool Rehman Khattak 
SHO Excise Police Station Peshawar 
Region, Muhammad Riaz SHO Ex-
cise Police Station Mardan. Region, 
Akif Nawaz Khan In-charge Special 
Squad-IV, Sher Muhammad Khan 
In-charge Special Squad-III, Hamid-
ullah Khan Inspector Narcotics Con-
trol Wing, Muhammad Akram Khan 
Inspector, Lal Gul Khan In-charge 
Special Squad-I, Shakeel Khan In-
charge Special Squad-II, Amjad Afri-
di PA, Kamran Ali Azeemi Incharge 
Excise Media Cell and other officers 
were also present. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Zalmi’s re-
gional anthem is ready to cause a 
sensation before Pakistan Super 

League (PSL)-8-2023 as the teaser of 
Peshawar Zalmi’s regional anthem 
has been released. Peshawar Zalmi 
Regional Anthem is produced by 
Jam Boys with Junaid Kamran Sid-
dique and Arsalan Shah of Jam Boys 
singing the anthem. The Regional 
Anthem written by Wijdan Khattak 
and Laikzada Laik. The teaser of 
Peshawar Zalmi song has received 
widespread praise from the Zalmi 
fans across the world. However, the 
Pakistan Cricket board will soon un-
veil the official anthem for the eight 
edition of the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) 2023. PSL is the premier crick-
et league in which international crick-
eting stars from all over the world 
participate. It has happened every 
year since 2016. Six franchises rep-
resent six cities in Pakistan including 
Lahore Qalandars, Peshawar Zalmi, 
Quetta Gladiators, Islamabad Unit-
ed, Karachi Kings, and Multan Sul-
tans. The PSL song is also released 
every year by the management and 
is usually sung by the famous sing-
ers of the country. PSL 8’s brand new 

song titled ‘Sub Sitare Hamary’ will 
be premiered soon in the opening 
ceremony of Pakistan Super League 
2023. According to reports, the artist 
line-up for the much-awaited Paki-
stan Super League (PSL) 8 anthem 
is three highly talented artists which 
include Asim Azhar, Shae Gill, and 
Faris Shafi, while the music will be 
produced by Abdullah Siddiqui. The 
anthem for PSL 8 is set to be released 
in the coming days with the tourna-
ment just under a week away. The 
PSL 8 will kick off next week on 
February 13. This year, the opening 
ceremony of PSL 8 will be held in 
Multan.(APP)

Minister visits Excise Narcotics Control Wing;  
directs crackdown against drugs

Teaser of Peshawar Zalmi’s song released, ready to cause sensation

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 269.03 269.53

China Yuan 40.68 41.08

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 71.6 71.9

U.A.E Dirham 73.16 73.46

UK Pound 325.8 326.5

Euro 288.93 289.53

Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9

Canadian Dollar 206 208.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
193,700

Rs 
177,557

Rs 
169,487

Rs 
145,275

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
166,067

Rs 
152,227

Rs 
145,308

Rs 
124,550

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,607 Rs 15,223 Rs 14,531 Rs 12,455

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
470,792

Rs 
431,557

Rs 
411,943

Rs 
353,094

Cold winds continue in the city

PML-N to move court to reopen Malam Jabba, 
BTAP cases: Ikhtiar Wali

With over 2.5bln views last year, TikTok returns as 
Official Entertainment Partner for HBL PSL-8

Former CM condoles with senior journalist

Students urged to play role in development 
of country

DPO South Waziristan for ensuring  
foolproof security of polio teamsNewly posted IGP visits LRH, inquires after 

health of jawans

Ex-IG Moazzam Jah Ansari visits PPC,  
interacts with media 

Bodies found in Rahman Baba area  
identified: Police

PESHAWAR: Weather will remain 
cold and dry in most parts of Pe-
shawar in the other districts of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa while rain with 
thunder and lightning is expected 
in Mansehra, Kohistan and Bala-
kot and snowfall in the mountains. 
This was stated by an official of the 
Met Office while giving detail about 
the weather. He said cold and dry 
weather in the provincial capital is 
the same in other districts as well. 
The official said that Kalam minus 
05, Parachinar minus 04, Hunza and 
Malam Jabba recorded minus 02 
degree Celsius. During the last 24 

hours, the weather remained cold 
and dry in other parts of the province 
due to rain with thunder and light-
ning in Upper Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and snowfall on the mountains, the 
official of the Meteorological De-
partment said. The official said that 
Dir Upper 68mm, Dir Lower 19mm, 
Malam Jabba 39mm, Kalam 22mm, 
Balakot 12mm, Chitral 10mm, Daro-
sh 08mm, Parachinar 07mm and 
Takhtbhai 04mm rain was record-
ed. However, in Kalam 28, Malam 
Jabba 20, Chitral 11, Skardu 08, Dir 
05, Darosh and Gopas recorded 03 
inches of snowfall.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial Spokesman 
of Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Ikhtiar Wali on Saturday said 
that they would write a letter to Na-
tional Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
to reopen the ‘Malam Jabba land 
scandal’. In a statement issued here, 
he said that they would file an applica-

tion in NAB regarding alleged billion 
Tree Afforestation Project (BTAP) cor-
ruption. The closure of the Provincial 
Accountability Commission and the 
recommendations of General Hamid 
Khan will be brought before the nation 
to “unveil the corruption of PTI”, said 
Ikhtiar Wali.(APP)

PESHAWAR: After a hugely success-
ful HBL Pakistan Super League 7, 
having achieved more than 2.5 billion 
views, TikTok has returned for anoth-
er year as the Official Entertainment 
Partner (OEP) for HBL PSL 8. The 
world’s most loved entertainment plat-
form has partnered with the world’s 
most sought-after T20 league to bring 
the cricket community in Pakistan to-
gether again to engage with the tour-
nament and their favourite cricketers 
like never before, a PCB release issued 
here said on Saturday. During the HBL 
PSL 8 that will be staged in Multan, 
Karachi, Rawalpindi and Lahore, the 
TikTok community will get the oppor-
tunity to engage with and generate 
content on the platform that now has 
more than one billion people across 
the globe. The month-long (34-match) 
festival of cricket will begin at the pic-
turesque Multan Cricket Stadium on 
Monday, (February 13), and end at the 
iconic Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore, with 
the (March 19) final. The two-season 
long partnership between the PCB and 
TikTok - now in its second year - has 
allowed fans to celebrate the tourna-
ment’s unforgettable moments togeth-
er. With everything from pre and post 
match content and highlights, to crick-
et-related challenges, TikTok has be-
come a home for the spirit and passion 

of the HBL PSL fan base that has been 
an integral reason for the league’s suc-
cess and growth over the course of the 
last seven seasons. This partnership 
continues to cement TikTok’s position 
as the perfect platform for cricket fan-
dom in Pakistan, with the last collab-
oration with the HBL PSL 7 racking 
up an incredible 2.5 billion views and 
2.3 million video creations on the plat-
form, using the hashtag #KhelegaPa-
kistan. This is proof that Pakistan fans 
love cricket content on the platform, 
and create great content while also 
participating in fun-filled challenges. 
This year’s partnership promises to 
be even bigger and better as the plat-
form gears up for an exciting month 
of thrilling content under the hashtags 
#HoJaJazbaati and #SabSitarayHu-
maray. Saif Mujahid, TikTok Head of 
Content Operations and Marketing, 
Pakistan on this occasion said: “As the 
official Entertainment Partner of the 
HBL PSL 8, we are excited to bring the 
spirit and passion of this great tour-
nament to our TikTok community for 
another season. TikTok has become 
a vibrant hub of sports content in the 
last two years. It nurtures incredible, 
never-before-seen sporting content, 
while enabling creators to relive and 
remix some of the best moments in 
sports.” (APP)

PESHAWAR: Former Chief Minister 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mehmood 
Khan Saturday visited the house 
of senior journalist, Azmat Gul at 
Shergarh, district Mardan and con-
doled over the death of his father. He 
prayed to rest the departed soul in 
eternal abode with peace and grant-

ing courage to bereaved family mem-
bers to bear the loss with patience. 
Former provincial ministers including 
Shoukat Yousafzai and Taimur Salim 
Jhagra also condoled with Azmat Gul 
at his home. They also prayed for the 
eternal peace of the departed soul. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Caretaker Minister for Transport 
and Information Technology Shahid 
Khan Khattak on Saturday urged the 
youth to utilize their capabilities and 
play an active role in the development 
and progress of the country. He was 
talking to a delegation of students be-
longing to educational institutions of 
district Nowshera. He said that gov-
ernment is not oblivious to the prob-

lems of students and they would be 
provided with needed help and assis-
tance. He said that all the needed fa-
cilities would be provided to students 
with the aim to prepare them to com-
pete and explore new opportunities in 
the international market. He said that 
the government is also prioritizing 
the promotion of science and technol-
ogy keeping in view their significance 
for uplifting students. (APP)

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN: District Po-
lice Officer (DPO) South Waziristan 
Shabir Hussain Marwat on Saturday 
directed the station house officers 
(SHO) of all the police stations to 
ensure foolproof security of all polio 
teams and no negligence would be 
tolerated regarding security of po-
lio campaign.He stated this during 
a special meeting with all SHOs of 
all police stations held in his office 
here in Tank police lines regarding 
the security arrangements for the 
upcoming polio campaign. The DPO 
ordered to cancel the leaves of all 
personnel and officers and directed 
them to join the duty well before the 
initiation of anti-polio campaign oth-
erwise strict disciplinary action would 

be taken against them. In the meet-
ing, he was briefed in detail about 
the performance of all the SHOs and 
the law and order situation in South 
Waziristan. He said that all possible 
measures should be taken to com-
plete the campaign peacefully. “There 
will be no compromise on the secu-
rity of the polio campaign and the 
SHO concerned will lead the security 
himself,” he said and added that the 
number of policemen would be in-
creased with each team. Moreover, 
a specially trained elite force would 
also be included in the security, if re-
quired while policemen wearing plain 
clothes would also be deputed to keep 
a close watch on suspicious and new 
arrivals in the area.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The newly posted 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar Ha-
yat visited Lady Reading Hospital 
(LRH) Peshawar on Saturday where 
he inquired after the health of police 
jawans injured in the Police Lines Pe-
shawar blast. Capital City Police Of-
ficer Peshawar accompanied the IGP 
on this occasion. The IGP went to the 
bed of each and every injured police 
jawan admitted in different wards 
and ICU and inquired after their 
health. The IGP also collected first-
hand information from the doctors 
present on the duty about the nature 
of injuries of the police jawans and 

the treatment provided to them so 
far. The IGP informed that the in-
jured police jawans are precious as-
sets of the force and directed doctors 
to take special care of them and en-
sure best health care facilities to the 
injured police jawans. The IGP also 
met with the relatives of the injured 
police jawans present in the hospi-
tal and expressed deep sorrow and 
sympathies with them and assured 
full support of the force. The IGP 
presented floral gifts and financial 
support to the injured jawans. The 
IGP also pledged to unearth and take 
to task the elements involved in this 
gruesome act.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Former Inspector 
General of Police of Khyber Pukh-
tunkhwa Moazzam Jah Ansari here 
on Saturday paid a surprise visit to 
Peshawar Press Club and interacted 
with media persons. He termed his 
tenure as IGP Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
as very good and said that the peo-
ple were so supportive to him. He 
said, the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
the province of nobles. “I have spent 
a very good time in the province,” 
Moazzam Jah Ansari said adding 
that he was not transferred over non 

satisfactory performance. There are 
changes in the supervisory seat, IG 
and Chief Secretary of Punjab have 
also been changed, he said. The 
former IG dispelled the impression 
of his transfer due to the explosion 
in Police Lines or any other reason. 
Posting transfer does not end love, 
he said and added that the love he 
earned from the people of Peshawar 
would continue. On this occasion, 
former IG Moazzam Jah Ansari was 
given honorary membership of the 
Press Club.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Caretaker Minister for Transport 
and Information Technology Shahid 
Khan Khattak on Saturday urged the 
youth to utilize their capabilities and 
play an active role in the development 
and progress of the country. He was 
talking to a delegation of students be-
longing to educational institutions of 
district Nowshera. He said that gov-
ernment is not oblivious to the prob-

lems of students and they would be 
provided with needed help and assis-
tance. He said that all the needed fa-
cilities would be provided to students 
with the aim to prepare them to com-
pete and explore new opportunities in 
the international market. He said that 
the government is also prioritizing 
the promotion of science and technol-
ogy keeping in view their significance 
for uplifting students. (APP)
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The free-floating exchange rate in Pakistan is starting to slightly 
benefit from the decision to remove the dollar cap. The dollar rate 
in the informal “grey market” is now lower than in the open mar-
ket. This indicates that the dollar being smuggled through informal 
channels, such as the Kabul market, has decreased. There has also 
been an appreciation of 98 paisas in the interbank rate. While the 
wider issue remains, as Kabul is dependent on this dollar smug-
gling, this update is a good step toward strengthening the rupee. 
Ideally, this change should increase inward remittances through 
banking channels, and if it is coupled with the IMF tranche release, 
could increase inflows. The fact that remittances for the month of 
December 2022 were a mere $2 billion, reflecting a 19 percent de-
cline over a year, indicates the need for immediate relief. A mar-
ket-determined exchange rate was also one of the main conditions 
for the IMF discussions, coupled with energy tariffs, so it is hoped 
to help in that regard as well. Despite warnings, the situation dete-
riorated to this extent due to an unorthodox economic policy that 
put worker remittances in decline, encouraged the illegal market 
for exchange and transfer, and fostered inflation. Therefore, if 
this development is positive at the moment, it should also be sus-
tainable. Ideally, the move should be toward reducing import de-
pendency but that is a long and difficult process. The short-term 
measure should be to avoid immediate default by focusing on the 
IMF programme requirements and then focusing on medium and 
long-term solutions. The way forward needs an increase in exports 
and perhaps business process outsourcing. It must be remembered 
that devaluation affects almost all sectors of the economy as they 
are mostly import dependent and their profit margin is suffering a 
blow. However, it is predicted that the rupee will remain unstable 
with the balance of payments crisis. The hard part is to increase 
the value of the rupee and hopefully, the situation is mitigated with 
fund disbursements and can be seen as an incentive to invest in the 
long process of upgrading and modernizing Pakistan’s orthodox 
economy.

Rupee Normalisation

During my February 4 media event in 
Japan, I made the following predic-
tion about the consequences of Pow-
ell’s UN presentation: “The United 
States will seek to compel the Security 
Council into passing a new resolution, 
if the Security Council fails to do so 
the United States will go it alone with 
its narrow coalition and I see a mas-
sive aerial bombardment beginning 
by the end of February, I see ground 
troops in significant numbers cross-
ing over into Iraq by early March, and 
I don’t see this war finishing anytime 
soon. While we may occupy Baghdad 
sometime in June, we’ll be occupying 
Iraq for months, if not years. It will 
be an occupation that will be carried 
out with the violent opposition of the 
Iraqi people, and I see an increase 
in the acts of anti-American terror 
abroad. I think an American invasion 
of Iraq is the best recruitment poster 
that Osama bin Laden and Al-Qaeda 
will ever have.” I challenged Powell’s 
assertions until I was blue in the face, 
including at a public forum held at 
the University of Tokyo the day after 

Powell spoke, February 6. It was to 
no avail. “There can be no doubt that 
Saddam Hussein has biological weap-
ons and the capability to rapidly pro-
duce more, many more,” Powell told 
the Security Council, “and he has the 
ability to dispense these lethal poisons 
and diseases in ways that can cause 
massive death and destruction.” All 
lies. But the US mainstream media 
repeated his words as gospel, and the 
American people ate it up as if it were 
Manna from heaven. My country 
went to war based upon a foundation 
of lies told by someone who, up until 
that moment, was seen as one of the 
most credible individuals in Ameri-
can public service ever. The Powell 
presentation set a precedent of pub-
lic lies which haunts the US and the 
world to this day. The United States, 
it seems, is incapable of telling the 
truth about anything, especially when 
it deals with national security and for-
eign policy. The current manifestation 
of this precedent is playing out before 
the world when it comes to the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict. As was the case 

with Iraq and Anthrax, the US leads 
a coalition of compliant partners in 
spreading similar lies about Russia, 
whether to ignore history when label-
ing the Russian decision to intervene 
an “unprovoked act of aggression”, 
backing the Ukrainian version of the 
Bucha massacre, or misleading the 
Ukrainians and the world about the 
ability of US-led injections of military 
equipment to change the tide of battle 
against Russia – it won’t. It is virtually 
impossible for Russia to even begin to 
contemplate negotiations when the 
party sitting at the other side of the 
table, the United States, incorporates 
lies into every aspect of its argument. 
The Powell Precedent is pure poi-
son, and the world, especially Russia, 
would be foolish to accept any drink 
from a chalice offered by the United 
States. Colin Powell may no longer 
be with us, but his legacy lives on in 
the bodyguard of lies he helped build 
around everything the US has said 
and done since that fateful day 20 
years ago.
Courtesy: RT
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 Colin Powell’s anthrax vial taught the US a valuable lesson 
– that it can get away with any lie it wants (Part-2)

— By Scott Ritter

RECENT violent incidents of terrorism 
in Pakistan clearly show how Afghan 
soil is again used by the non-state ac-
tors to carry out their terror agenda 
against Pakistan. The striking increase 
in attacks in Pakistan highlights the 
growing security tasks to the rulers 
of Afghanistan and, of course, Paki-
stan being the neighbouring country 
with shared borders are equally con-
cerned as the peace in Afghanistan is 
linked with the peace in Pakistan. Yet 
the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan factor is 
fundamental to determine the scope of 
our future relations with Kabul. Need-
less to say, there is always a propensity 
of violence in Afghanistan, crossing 
the border into Pakistan and disturb 
internal situation here. With the pow-
er vacuum prevalent in Afghanistan,  
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) has 
regained strength and has up-scaled 
its activities inside Pakistan in recent 
months. Although Pakistan is fencing 
border between Pakistan and Afghan-
istan yet the Taliban regime is not very 
much in consort with Pakistan on the 
subject due to the Durand Line issue. 
The trajectory of Afghan-India-Paki-
stan angle plays an important role in 
this connection. It seems more prag-
matic to estimate that terrorism in 
Pakistan has been curtailed, but by no 
means eliminated. The number of ter-
ror attacks and the number of resulting 
fatalities have started to tick up again; 
sectarianism is growing and the caus-
es feeding into radicalization of the 
population not only continue to exist 
but, in some instances, are aggravat-
ing the problem. Though our security 
forces have made great sacrifices to 
fight against the devilish forces of ter-
rorism richly manifested by the glaring 
operations carried out in the Zarb-e 
Azab (2014) and Radull Fassad (2017). 
Needless to say, Pakistan’s security 
forces owe great credit for terminating 
the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan’s (TTP) 
reign of terror (roughly 2007-2015). 
Obviously, the Pakistani state has had 
ample reason to be concerned about 
blowback from the Afghan Taliban 
across the Durand Line. All the while, 
it is an undeniable fact that the TTP is 
the largest militant organization fight-
ing against the State of Pakistan. Ac-
cording to the UN, the TTP also boasts 
several thousand fighters in Afghani-
stan, with strongholds on both sides of 

the Afghanistan-Pakistan border. Ac-
tually, the TTP’s operative wings are 
associated in four categories: first, the 
Al-Qaeda remains, second, the Indian 
or the RAW-backed wing, third those 
based in Afghanistan and fourth those 
who are based in South and North 
Waziristan or in the associated tribal 
vicinities of the KP province. Some 
of the TTPs splinter factions either 
merged into ISK or pledged allegiance 
to it. The TTP’s most lethal splinter Ja-
maat-ul-Ahrar (JuA), in collaboration 
with TTP’s Tariq Gidar Group, was 
responsible for major terrorist attacks, 
including on Army Public School in Pe-
shawar in December 2014. However, 
beyond the TTP sphere, there are also 
some elements in the Afghan Taliban, 
who have shown in recent months that 
they are willing to strengthen relations 
with India, including defence ties en-
dorsed by the statement— of the Af-
ghan Defence Minister Mohammad 
Yaqoob—about sending Afghan army 
personnel to India for training. More-
over, the Afghan Taliban’s strategy 
of supporting and facilitating Paki-
stani talks with the TTP—as opposed 
to fighting the group militarily—has 
nonetheless multiple geostrategic an-
gles. The most consequential effect is 
that Pakistan must now contend with 
the facilitator of its talks with the TTP 
using relations with one of its prime 
security threats to force negotiations 
on the latter’s terms. This argument 
gets much heat in some policy quar-
ters that not only does this benefit the 
TTP— as the Afghan Taliban’s breth-
ren-in-arms (since the two have a long 
history of ties)— but it also allows the 
Afghan Taliban to build a favourable 
image for themselves as peacemakers, 
putting Pakistan on the defensive so as 
not to meddle into Afghan affairs. This 
complex scenario has put Pakistan’s 
policy makers under the dilemma. Be-
wilderedly, the ideological connection 
that has helped Pakistan control the 
Taliban in Afghanistan has also paved 
the way for growing Islamist radical-
ization in Pakistan itself. Islamist and 
jihadist forces are now invoking Islam 
not so much in opposition to India, as 
they have traditionally done, but more 
to pressure the Pakistani government 
to assert the country’s Islamic charac-
ter. Meanwhile, the Pakistani govern-
ment had long argued the TTP was the 

US’ proxy presence in Afghanistan, 
combined with external support from 
the former Afghan government in ca-
hoots with India. Nevertheless, it was 
argued in the Pakistani policy quarters 
that the US forces’ exit from the Af-
ghan soil would limit the TTP’s threat 
against Pakistan.  But the contempo-
rary circumstances strongly negate 
this hypothesis. Some analysts have 
pointed to the TTP’s downplaying of 
transnational jihad goals in its declared 
aims recently. But that doesn’t mean it 
has broken its ideological wings with 
Al-Qaeda. And yet, Islamabad is cog-
nizant of the fact that the Taliban could 
assuage international concerns with 
regard to both governance and securi-
ty if Western pressure is to let up. So 
far, our traditional security challenges 
remained unchanged. Still, pragmat-
ically, Pakistan is bound to have ties 
with the Taliban Government in Ka-
bul. Yet arguably, it should use those 
ties carefully, to nudge the Taliban 
toward compromises on governance, 
including on respect for basic rights 
and adherence to counter-terrorism 
commitments that might win them 
greater favour abroad and help ease 
Afghanistan’s humanitarian tragedy. 
Even with a seemingly pro-Islamabad 
regime in Kabul led by the Afghan Tali-
ban, the underlying issues between the 
two capitals remain yet a big diplomat-
ic challenge. Kabul’s consistent refusal 
to accept the Durand Line as the inter-
national border between Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, which has triggered the 
recent clashes between their security 
forces, remains a key driver of tension, 
undermining trust and provoking ten-
sion. From the Pakistani perspective, 
Islamabad’s benign relationship with 
Kabul largely depends on the TTP 
behaviour. Moreover, the new Afghan 
rulers are still grappling with numer-
ous challenges in terms of interna-
tional recognition, humanitarian aid, 
basic healthcare, women’s education 
and infrastructure development, as 
well as countering the terrorism threat 
from ISIS-Khorasan Province (ISKP). 
Against this backdrop, it looks hard to 
predict the future horizon. Most im-
portantly, Kabul’s failure to take action 
against Pakistani militants operating 
from Afghan territory could endanger 
Pakistan’s internal security.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Our Afghan imbroglio and the TTP factor
— By Syed Qamar Afzal Rizvi

A SPIKE in terrorist attacks in Paki-
stan has once again forced the United 
States and its old — but not always 
close — ally to consider reviving their 
coordination against terrorism. “There 
are groups in Afghanistan that pose a 
threat to both of us, and it’s only appro-
priate that we coordinate our efforts to 
counter them,” Foreign Minister Bilaw-
al Bhutto-Zardari told Dawn. Mr Bhut-
to-Zardari, who was in Washington last 
week, discussed this issue with Derek 
Chollet of the US State Department 
and, in separate statements, both ac-
knowledged the need to prevent terror-
ists from expanding their influence in 
Afghanistan. In a tweet released after 
his meeting with the foreign minister, 
Mr Chollet said that “the US stands with 
Pakistan in combating terrorism for the 
safety of all”. But despite US overtures 
of support in the wake of several terror-
ist incidents in recent months — includ-
ing the attack on a counterterrorism 
centre in Bannu, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
— it took an attack of the magnitude of 
the Peshawar Police Lines bombing to 
prompt the government to take Wash-
ington up on its offer. In his latest state-
ment, US Secretary of State Antony J. 
Blinken assured Islamabad that “we 
support the Pakistan government’s ef-
forts to combat terrorism in all its forms 
and manifestations”. Adrienne Watson, 
a spokesperson for the White House-
based National Security Council, said 
that “the United States stands ready to 
provide support to Pakistan in its efforts 
to recover and rebuild. Terrorism is in-
defensible, and to target worshippers is 
unconscionable”. All these messages 
extended “deepest condolences to the 
families and loved ones of the victims”, 
underlining a common bond. But what 
they did not explain is the nature of 
United States-Pakistan cooperation, i.e. 
what could the two countries do togeth-
er to defeat terrorism, other than issu-
ing condemnations. The first solid indi-
cation of a future plan of action came 
from Mr Bhutto-Zardari, who said the 

two sides would hold a counter-terror-
ism conference, probably in Islamabad. 
He also indicated that Russia, China, 
and others could be invited to this con-
ference as well, to consider options to 
deal with this ever-increasing threat.
– The coordination question
On Dec 25, the US Embassy in Islam-
abad issued a warning to American 
citizens in the Pakistani capital, urging 
them not to visit a renowned hotel be-
cause they had information that terror-
ists were planning to attack US nation-
als at the hotel. Another piece of advice 
warned Americans to avoid public 
places across Pakistan, due to threats 
of terrorism. Experts in Washington 
say that the statements made it clear 
how terrorist groups were coordinating 
their actions to target both Pakistanis 
and Americans. Talking to Dawn, the 
Pakistani foreign minister said groups 
like Al Qaeda, the outlawed Teh-
reek-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) and the 
militant Islamic State-Khurasan (IS-K) 
group coordinated their activities. US 
officials also recognised this link, and 
in December, Washington added the 
TTP and Al Qaeda offshoots to its list of 
global terrorists. The US also pledged 
to use the “full set of counter-terrorism 
tools” available to counter the threat 
posed by these groups, and to keep 
militants from using Afghanistan as “a 
platform for international terrorism”.
– Different priorities
But Michael Kugelman, a US scholar 
of South Asian affairs, noted that “with 
US forces out of Afghanistan, Wash-
ington does not have a strong strate-
gic incentive to partner with Pakistan 
on counterterrorism issues”. During 
a recent appearance on an online talk 
show, a scholar from the Woodrow 
Wilson Centre said that while Washing-
ton had always looked at Afghanistan 
through a counter-terrorism lens, the 
IS-K was certainly a group that the US 
has been trying to keep an eye on.

Courtesy: DAWN

Analysis: How dependable is US offer of help 
with terror threat

— By Anwar Iqbal

Vaping without nicotine  
Nicotine-free vapes are popular among 
teenagers as a healthier alternative 
to smoking cigarettes. This myth as-
sumes that most cigarette harm comes 
from a burning plant. Early research 
on practice safety shows that vaping, 
the act of vaporizing a liquid to inhale, 
comes with risks. The liquid used in 
most vapes or electronic cigarettes is 
made of propylene glycol, vegetable 
glycerin, flavors, and other chemicals. 

Both glycerin and glycol can irritate 
the upper airways, leading to per-
sistent coughing. The battery-powered 
gadgets feature a glowing tip and a 
heating element that turns liquid and 
flavorings into a cloud of vapor that 
users inhale. A U.S. study suggests 
that e-cigarette liquids sweetened with 
spices like vanilla and cinnamon may 
harm the lungs even when they do not 
have nicotine. Other research shows 
that the heating and vaporization of 

e-liquid chemicals make them high-
ly toxic to lung cells. Heating these 
chemicals can also trigger the release 
of carcinogens.Many nicotine-free 
vape devices look cool and high-tech. 
Teens use these vapes just to look cool 
in front of their friends and to be so-
cially accepted. They ignore the pos-
sibility that these nicotine-free vapes 
may have painful or dangerous side 
effects.
– Tooba Eman, Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference Azad Jammu Kashmir 
(APHC) Pakistan chapter, Convener 
Mehmood Ahmed Sagar, General 
Secretary Sheikh Abdul Mateen and 
Secretary Information Imtiaz Wani 
while paying tributes to the promi-
nent martyred Kashmiri leader, Mo-
hammad Maqbool Butt said that the 
martyr was a great freedom leader 
who lit the candle of freedom move-
ment in Indian Illegally Occupied 

Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). In a 
joint statement issued here, they 
said the Kashmiri people treading 
the path of martyr Maqbool Butt 
was writing a new chapter of history 
of sacrifices in the occupied territo-
ry. “The hearts of men and women 
are bright and they are giving sac-
rifices to continue the mission of 
their great leader,” they added. They 
said that since February 11, 1984, 
when Maqbool Butt was hanged 

in New Delhi’s Tihar jail, his body 
is still buried in the jail premises. 
They urged the UN to send a team 
to take stock of the sufferings of 
the oppressed people of IIOJK and 
the plight of the Kashmiri detainees 
adding that the life of many incar-
cerated Hurriyat leaders implicated 
in false cases is in danger and the 
UN should force India to release all 
such leaders from illegal detention.
(APP)

Funeral prayers in absentia for thr people of 
Türkiye and Syria earthquake victims offered in 

Faisal Masjid Islamabad on Friday 

Workshop on ‘Role of social media tools for  
digital marketing

Maryam Nawaz to address PML-N organizational 
convention in Islamabad today: Marriyum

Ministry of Human Rights hosts govt officials 
from Nepal on ‘Peer Learning Session’

Shutdown being observed on Maqbool Butt’s 
martyrdom day in IIOJK

China encourages Pakistani new energy  
companies for collaboration

D I Khan witnesses rise in street crimes

The University of Swabi professors staged  
a protest against the administration

At UN Pakistan calls for reduction in inequality 
gaps between nations

ISLAMABAD: The funeral prayers 
in absentia for the people of Tur-
kiye and Syria who lost their lives 
in the recent huge earthquake of-
fered in Faisal Masjid on Febru-
ary 10 2023 after Jumma Prayer. 
On this occasion, faithful pray for the 
eternal peace of Turkish and Syrian 
Muslims who died in the earthquake. 

H.E Mr. Mehmet Paccai, Ambassa-
dors of Turkiye and H.E Rameez 
Alraee, Ambassador of Syria along-
with other diplomats from Muslim 
countries, prominent political figures, 
senior officials of Islamabad adminis-
tration and a large number of citizens 
from the twin cities participated in the 
funeral prayers in absentia.(APP)

FAISALABAD: A day-long train-
ing workshop titled the ‘Role of 
social media tools for digital mar-
keting’ was held at the Department 
of library Sciences of the National 
Textile University Faisalabad, here 
on Friday. Pakistan Scientific and 
Technology Information Centre 
(PASTIC) also collaborated for the 
event. Rector NTU Prof Dr Tanveer 

Hussain was the chief guest at the 
workshop. The official trainer at 
the workshop was Nadeem Suhail, 
while Mushtaq Ahmed was the chief 
organiser. Heads of different depart-
ments, PhD scholars, faculty, staff 
and students attended the work-
shop. Later, certificates and shields 
were given to guests and partici-
pants.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Saturday said 
that the organizational convention 
of Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) 
would be held here today. Senior 
Vice President and Chief Organizer 
of PML-N Maryam Nawaz would 
address the organizational conven-
tion, she said in a statement. Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said the officials 
related to the organizational struc-
ture of the party would attend the 
convention. She said the organiza-

tional meeting of the party will also 
be held in Islamabad tomorrow. The 
party’s organizational structure and 
performance will be reviewed in the 
meeting, Marriyum said who is also 
the spokesperson of the PML(N). 
In the meeting, there would be con-
sultations regarding organizational 
matters of the party and sugges-
tions would be received in this con-
nection, she said. Earlier, Maryam 
Nawaz had visited Bahawalpur Di-
vision and Abbottabad and chaired 
the organizational meetings.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Human 
Rights hosted the Mission of the Gov-
ernment of Nepal with the support of 
the United Nations Development Pro-
gramme on a peer learning session 
on National Action Plan on Business 
and Human Rights. The session was 
held to share the experiences of the 
Ministry of Human Rights, Govern-
ment of Pakistan while drafting and 
implementing its National Action 
Plan on Business and Human Rights 
(2021 2026) (NAP-BHR). The Gov-
ernment of Nepal is in the process 
of drafting its own National Action 
Plan on Business and Human Rights; 

therefore, UNDP Nepal and Pakistan 
arranged for a peer-learning exercise 
between the relevant departments of 
the two governments so the Govern-
ment of Pakistan could share its take-
aways with the Government of Nepal 
The Nepalese Mission comprised se-
nior-level officials from the Ministry 
of Labour, Employment and Social 
Security; Ministry of Industry, Com-
merce and Supplies; Ministry of Law, 
Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Of-
fice of Prime Minister and Council 
of Minister; National Human Rights 
Commission of Nepal and UNDP Ne-
pal.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A complete shut-
down being observed in Indian il-
legally occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir on Saturday in order to observe 
the 39th martyrdom anniversary of 
prominent Kashmiri leader, Shaheed 
Muhammad Maqbool Butt. Call for 
the shutdown has been given by All 
Parties Hurriyat Conference (APHC) 
and Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front, said a press release received 
here. India had hanged Muhammad 
Maqbool Butt in New Delhi’s Tihar 

Jail on February 11 in 1984 for his 
leading role in the Kashmiris’ ongo-
ing freedom movement and buried 
him in the premises of the prison. 
APHC leaders, paying rich tributes 
to Muhammad Maqbool Butt, main-
tained that the martyrs are the real as-
sets of the Kashmiris’ freedom strug-
gle against the Indian yoke. They said 
the sacrifices of Kashmiri martyrs will 
not be allowed to go in vain and their 
mission will be accomplished at all 
costs.(APP)

BEIJING: Haining city has a number 
of advanced photovoltaic energy stor-
age and other new energy enterpris-
es, looking forward to strengthening 
technical exchanges and cooperation 
with Pakistani and other Belt and 
Road Initiative countries in the field 
of commerce and new energy. These 
views were expressed by Jin Hongx-
ian, Deputy Director of Economic De-
velopment Office of Zhouwangmiao, 
Haining City, Zhejiang province, Chi-
na in a recent business matchmaking 
between Haining and Pakistani tech-
nology companies. With a GDP of 
RMB 119.63 billion in 2021, Haining 
has forged a new energy emerging 
manufacturing cluster with an indus-
trial output value of RMB 50 billion 
above scale. Located in the Yangtze 
River Delta integrated development 

core area, Zhouwangmiao is the 
birthplace of Haining leather, and was 
once named “China’s No. 1 Leath-
er Town” by the Chinese Ministry of 
Light Industry. The town’s economy 
is guided by electronic information, 
high-end equipment manufacturing, 
and biomedicine. Jin added that in 
the past 10 years, as the backbone of 
the emerging manufacturing indus-
try and the traditional foreign trade 
strong city, Haining’s foreign trade 
partners have gradually expanded 
from North America, Europe, Japan 
and South Korea to Thailand, Paki-
stan and other emerging economies 
such as the Belt and Road countries, 
and the proportion has been rising 
year by year. Haining encourages 
more Pakistani solar and leather com-
panies for win-win cooperation.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Street crimes 
are on the rise in the D. I. Khan as 
the police are struggling to improve 
the situation, particularly in the ur-
ban areas. According to details, the 
constant increase in street crime in-
cidents in DIKhan witnessed in city 
area, many citizens were deprived 
of motorcycle, mobile phones and 
other valuable items in last few 
days. During last few days in the 
incidents of robbery, three armed 
suspects snatched two motorbikes 
from two people including a local 
journalist Nadeem Akhtar at the 
gun point near Kotli Imam Hussain 
jurisdiction of Cantt police station.
Local Journalist was shot with bullet 
and injured during robbery. On the 
other hand, Muhammad Sadiq who 

parked his motorcycle outside the 
house in Basti Dewala also lost his 
motorcycle. In another incident, un-
known motorcycle riders snatched 
a mobile phone from a young man 
at a gas filling shop located in Dial 
Road Khairabad Colony. Bashir 
Hussain Shadikhel, a retired civil 
servant, was deprived of a large sum 
of money. While one more incident 
of snatching motorcycle from citi-
zen reported on Friday. Many such 
incidents were reported from dif-
ferent parts of the city in the recent 
weeks. While expressing concern, 
people in outskirts localities and 
even in the densely populated areas 
of the city feels insecure and scared 
to pass certain highways while car-
rying valuables. (APP)

BY: DR. Muhammad PERVAIZ 
Akhtar AWAN
SWABI: Assistant Professors of 
the University of Swabi protested 
against the university’s administra-
tion for not restoring their services 
despite Peshawar High Court’s or-
der, they marched through various 
departments and administration 
blocks, holding play cards describ-
ing slogans for their restoration.
According to the sources, some 
three months back, the manage-
ment of the University of Swabi had 
removed 34 Assistant Professors 
from various departments of the 
university. The sacked professors 
moved to the Peshawar High court 
against the university’s administra-
tion’s action for expelling them.
The sources told that the Peshawar 
High Court had ordered the resto-
ration of the services of the expelled 
Assistant Professors but the uni-
versity management was tolerating 
them. Yesterday, the 34 Assistant 
Professors, who were removed by 

the University of Swabi, protested 
against the failure of the Universi-
ty administration for implementing 
their restoration order issued by the 
Peshawar High Court (PHC). They 
gathered on the university cam-
pus and marched through various 
departments and administration 
blocks, holding play cards describ-
ing slogans for their restoration. 
They also chanted slogans against 
the university administration, the 
protesters said, “There was a con-
spiracy against them, they had been 
expelled despite serving the univer-
sity for about seven to ten years and 
their families were being pushed to 
the darkest future and hunger. The 
Assistant professors serving in dif-
ferent departments of the universi-
ty claimed that the Peshawar High 
Court had restored their services 
but the university administration 
failed to maintain the court’s order 
although a copy of the judicial deci-
sion had already been served to the 
relevant authorities.

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan has 
underscored the need for address-
ing the multiple crises including the 
COVID-19 pandemic, rising conflicts 
and climate change that have exac-
erbated existing inequalities between 
and within nations. “The worsening 
inequality has in fact accelerated 
since the global financial crisis at the 
end of the first decade of this centu-
ry,” Ambassador Aamir Khan, deputy 
permanent representative of Paki-
stan to the United Nations, told the 
Commission for Social Development 
-- one of the eight functional com-
missions established by the UN Eco-
nomic and Social Council since 1946 
to advise and assist it in carrying its 
work. Speaking in the general debate, 
the Pakistani envoy said one partic-
ular Sustainable Development Goal 
(SDG) reduced inequalities has not 
only lacked progress but has, in fact, 
experienced a regression in recent 
years. The gap between rich and poor, 
both between and within nations, 
is growing, despite unprecedented 
global gains, he said. “The poor are 
still poor; the rich are much richer.” 
Emphasizing that just 26 people own 

a full half of the world’s wealth, he 
said the poly-crises triggered by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, rising geopolit-
ical tensions and climate change have 
only exacerbated those existing in-
equalities and vulnerabilities. “It is to-
day the pandemic of inequalities that 
are playing havoc with people’s lives,” 
he remarked. While richer nations 
have injected around $17 trillion to 
stimulate their economies, developing 
countries are struggling to find even 
a fraction of the $4.1 trillion they are 
estimated to require to recover and 
achieve the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Calling for more international 
solidarity, Aamir Khan emphasized 
that the developing countries must be 
provided with the necessary means to 
recover from the crises and to achieve 
the SDGs. ”I call for food, finance, and 
fuel solidarity at these difficult times.” 
Aamir Khan outlined Pakistan’s em-
ployment statistics, noting the govern-
ment is working to improve job op-
portunities for youth by boosting the 
private sector, creating a robust envi-
ronment of entrepreneurship, improv-
ing exports and improving the access 
to internet services. (APP)

APHC-Pak chapter pays rich tributes to Maqbool Butt  for Kashmir cause

IRSA releases 91,700 
cusecs water

NHMP display diligence 
in lost valuables incident

Twitter blocks official 
handle of APHC in IIOJK

World Radio Day to be 
marked on Feb 13

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Saturday re-
leased 91,700 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow 
of 58,800 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1484.65 feet and was 86.65 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 21,400 cusecs 
while outflow as 45,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1127.77 feet, which was 
77.77 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 15,700 cusecs 
and 25,300 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 56,100, 38,200, 34,200 and 6,700 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 11,900 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
zero cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Highways 
and Motorway Police (NHMP) on 
Saturday received information that 
a passenger had lost a valuable bag 
containing jewelry, important docu-
ments, and other items while travel-
ing on a bus from Balkasar towards 
Lahore. According to the spokesper-
son, NHMP responded with remark-
able speed and efficiency, dispatch-
ing a team of officers to the spot and 
staying in constant communication 
with the owner. Through their tire-
less efforts, the missing bag was 
safely located and returned to its 
owner. The spokesperson empha-
sized that the NHMP is dedicated 
to serving the public and praised 
the actions of the officers involved 
in this recent incident. The owner 
expressed his thanks to the Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police, 
who once again showed that they 
are dedicated to serving the people 
of Pakistan with honesty and integ-
rity. The National Highways and 
Motorway Police have a well-de-
served reputation for maintaining 
law and order on the highways and 
motorways of Pakistan, and this 
recent act further strengthens that 
reputation. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: In Indian Illegally Oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK), 
Twitter has blocked the official han-
dle of the Srinagar-based All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference (APHC). In 
a statement in Srinagar, the APHC 
announced from its new Twitter 
handle that its previous official ac-
count had been withheld as it was 
creating awareness on the Kashmir 
situation globally. It said our efforts 
to bring awareness to the situation 
in Kashmir worldwide will not stop. 
It also urged people to help APHC 
in reaching a wider audience.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The World Radio Day 
will be marked on February 13 (Mon-
day) across the globe including Paki-
stan to highlight the importance of ra-
dio as a way of educating the people, 
providing information and promoting 
freedom of expression across cul-
tures. Each year, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) celebrates 
the World Radio Day by planning 
activities with broadcasters, organi-
zations and communities around the 
world.(APP)
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Collective efforts, sacrifices, hard work keys to overcome difficulties: PM
LAHORE: Prime Minister Muham-
mad Shehbaz Sharif on Saturday 
said that no doubt, they were passing 
through hard times, but it was his firm 
conviction that with collective efforts, 
sacrifices and hard work, they would 
overcome these difficulties.  The prime 
minister said all segments of the soci-
ety, including the elite class, would 
have to come forward and support 
the nation with generosity, adding 
that there was no other way to reach 
to destination except adherence to 
these qualities.  Addressing a stone 
laying ceremony of Bab-e-Pakistan 

and the expansion and infrastruc-
ture upgradation of Walton Road, the 
prime minister said that they had once 
again gathered at the historic place for 
which millions of migrating Muslims 
from the sub-continent had offered 
historic sacrifices, and strived under 
the great leadership of Quaid-e-Azam, 
for the creation of a separate home-
land. On their way to the newly creat-
ed homeland, they came across worst 
kind of carnage, with thousands of 
children and women braving the on-
slaught, he added.   Federal Minister 
Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, Caretaker Chief 

Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi, parlia-
mentarians and officials were present 
during the ceremony.  Referring to the 
Walton road, the prime minister said it 
was the place where thousands of mi-
grants from India took refuge and the 
locals supported them which renewed 
the precedent of Ansar-e-Madina. The 
unique precedent would always be 
remembered, he added.  He observed 
that the Muslims migrated to a newly 
created country to get rid of the for-
eign rulers and with desire to establish 
a society in which merit, justice and 
equality would prevail. (APP)

Int’l Day of Women and Girls in Science marked

Call for donations at ICT schools to help victims 
of quake hit countries

PPAF, AICS cooperation bringing socio-economic 
development in 14 districts of KP, Balochistan

Minister Asad Mehmood terms Madaris 
‘fortresses of Islam’, Pakistan

Cheques distributed among policemen’ children

Bulgarian investors to take the benefit of  
Pakistan China economic corridor project,

Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, President FPCCI

ECP starts scrutinizing nomination papers for NA-265

Govt committed to help earthquake hit  
affectees in Turkiye: Javed Latif

UC, CDA’s area address conditions of birth/
death certificates lifted

Paf’s Il-78 Aircraft Carrying Relief Goods Arrives 
In Adana, Turkiye

ISLAMABAD: International Day of 
Women and Girls in Science marked 
on Feb 11 (Saturday) across the globe 
including Pakistan aiming to ensure 
full and equal access to and participa-
tion in science for women and girls. 
According to a UN study from 14 
countries, the probability for female 
students graduating with a Bachelor’s 
degree in science is 18 percent, while 
the male equivalent is 37 percent. The 
resolution states that women contin-
ue to be excluded from participating 
fully in the economy even though 
representing half of the world’s pop-

ulation and that women have a vital 
role to play and a right to participate 
in sustainable development policies, 
programs, and decision-making at all 
levels. Science, technology, engineer-
ing, and mathematics (STEM) is a 
term that is often used when referring 
to the academic disciplines of science. 
STEM education starts with young 
pupils in a blended learning environ-
ment, and the curriculum shows stu-
dents how the scientific method can 
be applied to everyday life. It is often 
aimed to attract women and girls. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: All educational institu-
tions in Islamabad Capital Territory 
(ICT) launched a mega-campaign to 
collect donations for the earthquake 
victims of T�rkiye and Syria, death toll 
from devastating quake took at least 
24,000 lives so far. The campaign was 
launched after the appeal of the prime 
minister to help victims and survivors 
and show solidarity with the people 
T�rkiye and Syria, following the di-
sastrous situation the quake hit coun-
tries. Students expressed their com-
mitment and determination to lend 
a helping hand to the Government 
of Pakistan in helping earthquake 
affected people in T�rkiye and Syr-
ia, who lost their families, home and 
livelihoods in the earthquake. This is 
high time that we all rise up to help 
our brethren in need, in every possi-

ble way. The students and administra-
tion set up a donation box to collect 
donations and teachers and students 
had awareness and motivational ses-
sions for students to encourage them 
in taking part in this activity. Schools 
administration asked students to con-
tribute to the funds, with as little as Rs. 
10. Together they can make the differ-
ence in the lives of afftected people. 
Earlier, Federal Directorate of educa-
tion under Federal Minsitry of Edu-
cation and Professional Training has 
instructed educational institutions to 
raise funds to help earthquake vic-
tims. The amount will go to the ‘Prime 
Minister’s Relief Fund for Earthquake 
Victims’, to generate funds for Tur-
kiye, which was rocked by a 7.8 
magnitude earthquake on Monday. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Poverty Alle-
viation Fund (PPAF) in collaboration 
with the Italian Agency for Develop-
ment Cooperation (AICS) has played 
a remarkable role to usher in a new 
era of socio-economic development 
and uplift of the communities in the 
remote areas of country. The PPAF 
under the Programme for Poverty 
Reduction (PPR) proved to be one 
of the most impactful development 
cooperation examples for bringing a 
visible change in the lives of people 
from 14 remote and less developed 
districts of Balochistan and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. This was reflected by 
the participants at the closure event 
of PPR ‘Celebrating the Impact of 
Community Driven Development,’ 
organized by the PPAF on Friday 

evening here at a local hotel. The 
members of diplomatic fraternity, 
government, academia, civil society 
organizations, and the representa-
tives of the communities that benefit-
ted by various initiatives under PPR 
made their presence on the occasion. 
Sharing their stories, the represen-
tatives from the beneficiary commu-
nities informed about the multi-sec-
toral transformation, initiatives to 
strengthen indigenous culture, em-
powering youth, and creating value 
chains in fisheries, dates, and olive 
cultivation. Besides, developing 
community structures and providing 
quality health and education facilities 
to the local communities led them to 
achieve integrated transformation. 
(APP)

MULTAN: Federal Minister for Com-
munications and Postal Services 
Maulana Asad Mahmood said that 
seminaries (madaris) were the for-
tresses of islam and Pakistan. He was 
addressing the annual ceremony of 
Jamia Qasim ul Uloom, held here, on 
late Friday night to honour the pass-
ing out students. “We will protect the 
Madaris and our dear homeland, Pa-
kistan,” the minister said. Meanwhile, 
Senator Maulana Abdul Ghafoor 
Haidari and notables from Madrsah 
administration, besides a large gath-
ering of students were present. Mau-
lana Asad Mahmood spoke against 

divisions in society on the basis of 
ethnicity and nationalism, but added 
that Islam advocated unity and unites 
society. He said: “We have to move 
forward with passion and commit-
ment. We will keep the flag of Islam 
high and ensure the enforcement of 
the constitution.” He said seminaries 
were the abode of peace, where stu-
dents were taught the Holy Quran 
and Hadith and prepared to follow 
the teachings of Islam in true spir-
it. He said they would advance their 
point of view with arguments on the 
political front and continue to protect 
the religious institutions. (APP)

SARGODHA: Regional Police Officer 
(RPO) Sharuk Kamal Siddiqui on Sat-
urday gave away cheques as prizes 
among the children of those police-
men who were performing duties in 
RPO office Sargodha on completion of 
Hifz-ul-Quran or on showing brilliant 
performance in educational fields. 
The RPO distributed 12 cheques of Rs 
100,000 to each child who had com-

pleted their Hifz-ul-Quran and gave 14 
cheques of Rs 15,000 to each child for 
showing extraordinary performance 
in educational fields. On the occasion, 
Sharuk Kamal Siddiqui said that chil-
dren of policemen were the asset of 
societyand the police department was 
too much pleased over them for show-
ing brilliant performancein education-
al field.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and Bulgar-
ia are enjoying cordial traditional re-
lations based on high level of under-
standing in the political, commercial 
fields and on effective cooperation 
in international for a, however, the 
existing bilateral trade between both 
the countries is lower than the exist-
ing potential, this was stated by the 
President of the Federation of Paki-
stan Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry Irfan Iqbal Shaikh in a meet-
ing with the ambassador of Bulgaria 
to Pakistan Irena Gancheva who 
visit FPCCI Islamabad. The meet-
ing was also attended by the mem-
bers of FPCCI prominently Umar 
Masood ur Rehman, Vice President 
FPCCI, Qurban Ali, President Nagar 
Chamber, Sher Nabi President Ghi-
zar Chamber, Saqib Taj Abbasi GB 
Member FPCCI, Farukh Alvi, Min-
ing Assosiation, M Badar Haroon 
SVC Pakistan Coating Assocation 
and other.  While stressing the need 
for enhancing bilateral trade and in-
vestment relations between Pakistan 

and Bulgaria, the President FPCCI 
said that the multi-billion dollars’ 
Pakistan China Economic Corridor 
Project was also offering investment 
opportunities and called the Bulgari-
an investors to take the benefit from 
it. He highlighted various sectors 
for investment in Pakistan including 
minerals, mining, oil and gas ex-
ploration, tourism, agriculture and 
energy generations. This would fur-
ther strengthen our existing bilat-
eral trade and diplomatic relations 
and the people of both countries will 
be mutually benefited, he added. 
The FPCCI head urged the need to 
enhance bilateral cooperation in the 
field of agriculture as the large live-
stock potential was existing in the 
country and it was ranked among 
the top milk-producing countries, 
adding that Bulgaria has the world’s 
best expertise in yogurt production 
and collaboration in the field of ag-
riculture and dairy development 
would further promote the output of 
agri-value added products. (PR)

QUETTA: Election Commission Ba-
lochistan has started scrutinizing 
of nomination papers submitted for 
NA-265. The polling for the vacant 
seat of NA-265 will be held on Feb-
ruary 16. According to the Election 
Commission officials, the final list 
of candidates who submitted their 
nomination papers had been pub-
lished on February 9, following that 
it has started scrutinizing process 
which will remain continue till Feb-
ruary 13. ECP officials further said 
appeals against the rejection of nom-

ination papers by returning officers 
could be submitted till 16 February 
in the Appellant Tribunals, while 
the appeals will be decided by the 
Appellant Tribunal by February 20. 
The revised list of candidates will be 
released on February 21 and nom-
ination papers can be withdrawn 
till February 22. On February 23, 
2023, the final list of candidates 
will be released, and they will be 
allotted election symbols while poll-
ing will be held on March 16, 2023. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League Nawaz (PMLN) Federal Min-
ister Mian Javed Latif Saturday said 
government is committed to help pro-
viding basic necessities to earthquake 
hit affectees in Turkiye as people there 
suffering in a bad condition. Talking 
to a private news channel, he said that 
people and the government of Paki-

stan were standing with the quake vic-
tims of Turkiye. “Pakistan can’t leave 
Turkiye in this hour of trial,” he stated. 
Commenting on the condition of Tur-
kiye that thousands of people lost their 
loved one’s as large number of people 
without shelter but Pakistan govt is be-
ing helping brother country in a very 
crucial time. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Citizens of Islamabad 
Capital Territory (ICT) to get birth 
and death certificates from any Union 
Council (UC) centre or Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) office only 
after confirming the residential ad-
dress of Islamabad. Earlier, CDA only 
issued certificates for urban area, 
even as union council for their ar-
eas. Deputy Commissioner ICT Irfan 
Nawaz Memon while chairing the re-
view meeting on issuance of birth and 
death certificates, directed the CDA 

officials and UCs to make sure the 
hassle free certificate issuance from 
all centers and take possible mea-
sures to easy the citizen, said press 
release issued. The Municipal Admin-
istration Directorate (DMA) officials 
briefed the meeting regarding issu-
ance of birth and death certificates. 
Charging rates for each UC and CDA 
center are different, for the time be-
ing charges are stick to the old rates, 
later it would be revised through a no-
tified rate. (APP)

11 February, 2023: IL-78 aircraft of 
Pakistan Air Force carrying  tents 
and relief goods from PAF Base, La-
hore has reached Adana, Turkiye. 
The ilyushin-78 aircraft is carrying 
16.5 tons of humanitarian assistance 
relief goods from people of Pakistan 
for the earthquake affected brethren 

of Turkiye. Pakistan Air Force is also 
making all out efforts to repatriate 
stranded Pakistanis in coordination 
with Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Pakistan Embassy in Turkiye. 08 Pa-
kistani passengers will be evacuated 
on the PAF IL-78 aircraft on its was 
back to Pakistan. (APP)

Non-duty paid  
cigarettes seized

Anti-polio drive  
inaugurated

Skin allergies on rise 
during winter season

Huge quantity of  
firecrackers seized

DC inspects  
petrol pumps

SARGODHA: Federal board of 
Revenue (FBR) seized 1,800,000 
non-duty paid cigarettes worth mil-
lions of rupees in a nearby village 
here on Saturday. On a tip-off, a 
team under the supervision of FBR 
Sargodha Deputy Commissioner 
Ali Sallih Hayat Kalyar raided a 
warehouse in Chak No 39-NB and 
recovered non-duty paid cigarettes 
worth millions of rupees. FBR Chief 
Commissioner Khursheed Ahmed 
Khan Marwat appreciated theraid-
ing team for seizing non-duty paid 
cigarettes.(APP)

LAHORE: Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (Headquarters) Shahid 
Abbas Kathia formally inaugurat-
ed anti-polio drive by administer-
ing polio vaccine to children at the 
Mian Mir Hospital here on Saturday. 
During the seven-day drive starting 
from February 13, more than 2.8 
million children under five years 
of age will be administrated polio 
vaccine and for this purpose, 6,360 
teams had been formed. Talking 
on the occasion, ADC Kathia said 
that union council monitoring of-
ficers and area in-charges would 
perform duties in the field to make 
polio drive a success. He maintained 
that all district officers and assistant 
commissioners would monitor the 
drive in their respective tehsil. He 
urged the parents to get their chil-
dren administered anti-polio drops 
to protect them from crippling dis-
ease.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: During the winter 
season, skin allergies are on the 
rise due to dry, cold weather caus-
ing itchy rashes as dehydration may 
also be a major factor. Talking to a 
private news channel, Health Ex-
pert Dr Saira Awan said to avoid 
developing winter rash, water and 
natural oils should be used to help 
in keeping the skin moist and en-
hanced to foment its protective abil-
ities. Winter rash occurs when the 
skin loses too much moisture during 
cold seasons. (APP)

SARGODHA: Police claimed on Sat-
urday to have seized a huge quantity 
of firecrackers and arrested a dealer. 
On a tip-off, Kot Momin police con-
ducted a raid and arrested Ali Hamza 
and recovered 24 cartonsof fireworks 
from his possession. A case has been 
registered against the accused.(APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner Ad-
nan Mehmood Awan on Saturday visit-
ed various petrol pumps on Wazirabad 
Road and reviewed the implementation 
and availability of petrol prices. DO In-
dustries Rashida Batool was also pres-
ent on the occasion. On the direction of 
Commissioner Gujranwala Division, 
the DC checked the record of petrol 
supply, sale and current stock at the 
petrol pumps of various companies. He 
inquired about the availability of petrol, 
implementation of fixed prices from 
citizens coming to petrol pumps. The 
Deputy Commissioner said the district 
administration was monitoring the sup-
ply and demand of petrol, and any kind 
of hoarding and illegal profiteering 
would not be tolerated. (APP)
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Adani group firms pledge shares for lenders of flagship company

Türkiye and Russia developing new payment system – diplomat

Russian economy will return to growth this year – Central Bank

PIF announces completion of second green bond issuances totaling $5.5bn

Apple to defend mobile payment system at EU hearing, say sources

IMF says ‘considerable progress’ made as Pakistan visit ends

Balenciaga designer sorry for ‘provocative’ ads

Japan picks academic Ueda as next BOJ governor

AHMEDABAD: Three Adani group 
companies have pledged shares for 
lenders to the Indian conglomerate’s 
flagship Adani Enterprises, which 
pulled a US$2.5 billion share sale 
during a recent market rout, the debt 
trustee firm said. Adani Ports and 
Special Economic Zone, Adani Trans-
mission Ltd and Adani Green Energy 
Ltd pledged shares to SBICAP Trust-
ee Co, the firm, a unit of India’s big-

gest state lender, State Bank of India, 
said in a Friday filing to the Bombay 
Stock Exchange. The Adani group, 

controlled by billionaire Gautam 
Adani, has lost more than US$100 
billion in market value since Jan 24, 
when a US short seller issued a scath-
ing report on the apples-to-airports 
conglomerate. Hindenburg Research 
accused the group of stock manipula-
tion and improper use of offshore tax 
havens. The conglomerate has reject-
ed the firm’s findings and denied any 
wrongdoing. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Moscow and Ankara are 
working on an alternative to replace 
the Russian payment system Mir after 
the US threatened Türkiye with sanc-
tions for servicing its cards, Russia’s 
ambassador there, Aleksey Yerkhov, 
said on Thursday. Mir was devel-
oped by the Central Bank of Russia 
in 2014 as a domestic alternative to 
Visa and Mastercard, after the first 
round of sanctions had been imposed 
on Moscow. Mir cards had been ac-
cepted in Türkiye, Vietnam, Armenia, 

South Korea, Uzbekistan, Belarus, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, 
South Ossetia, and Abkhazia. Five 
Turkish banks adopted the Mir pay-
ments network in early August 2022, 

which allowed Russian tourists to 
pay for purchases in the country. But 
last year, the US Treasury’s Office of 
Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) an-
nounced that it was ready to impose 
sanctions on any financial institution 
outside Russia using Mir, citing the 
“risk of facilitating Russia’s efforts to 
evade sanctions.” In response to the 
US threat, Turkish banks halted the 
use of the Russian payment system, 
followed by banks in Kazakhstan and 
Vietnam. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s economy is set to 
grow again in the middle of the year, 
the Central Bank announced on Friday 
as it revised its latest forecast upwards. 
The outlook is much better than many 
had anticipated. Speaking to reporters, 
Russian Central Bank governor Elvira 
Nabiullina said that the better-than-ex-
pected GDP forecast is due to the up-
wards revision of previous estimates 
and “more significant budget expen-
ditures than were taken into account 
in our October forecast.” Signs of 

Russia’s economic recovery emerged 
at the end of last year with GDP show-
ing positive dynamics in the third and 
fourth quarters, the regulator noted. “If 
we talk about annual indicators, in our 
opinion, GDP will move into positive 
territory in the middle of the year. As 

for the overall GDP estimate for this 
year, we give a symmetrical range of 
-1% to 1%,” Nabiullina said. Russia be-
came the target of sweeping Western 
economic sanctions last year, designed 
to pressure Moscow domestically and 
internationally by disrupting its trade 
relations and supply chains. The re-
strictions included measures to cut off 
the Russian Central Bank from the in-
ternational financial system, blocking 
its access to billions of dollars in over-
seas assets. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Public In-
vestment Fund has raised $5.5 billion 
through its second green bond issu-
ance, it has announced. The sovereign 
wealth fund will use the money to fi-
nance its sustainable investments, in 
accordance with its Green Finance 
Framework. The issuance follows 
PIF’s inaugural green bond in October 
2022, the first-ever such financial in-
strument issued by a sovereign wealth 
fund and the first-ever 100 year green 
bond.  Fahad AlSaif, head of Global 

Capital Finance Division at the fund, 
said: “PIF’s second green bond issu-
ance underlines the role that PIF is 
playing in supporting Saudi Arabia’s 
green agenda, as well as diversifying 
the local economy and unlocking new 

and sustainable sectors. “Strong de-
mand from international institutional 
investors for this second issuance is 
a testament to the ongoing success of 
PIF’s capital raising strategy, its cred-
it profile and financial strength.” This 
latest bond issuance was more than 
six times oversubscribed, with books 
exceeding  $33 billion. It was issued in 
three tranches, comprising $1.75 bil-
lion for seven years; $2 billion for 12 
years; and $1.75 billion for 30 years. 
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Apple Inc will seek to 
convince EU antitrust regulators that 
it does not block rivals’ access to its 
technology used for mobile wallets at 
a closed hearing on Tuesday, people 
familiar with the matter said, the last 
chance for it to do so before possible 
hefty fines. The hearing, which senior 
European Commission and national 
competition officials, Apple executives 
and complainants will attend, comes 
nine months after the EU competition 
watchdog accused the company of 

abusing its market power. The EU an-
titrust watchdog has said Apple’s an-
ti-competitive practices dated back to 
2015 when Apple Pay was launched. 
The Commission declined to com-
ment. Apple referred to its statement 
last year which said that Apple Pay is 

only one of many options available to 
European consumers and which has 
ensured equal access to its tap and go 
technology Near-Field Communica-
tion (NFC). The company could face 
fines of up to 10% of its global turn-
over if found guilty of antitrust viola-
tions. It is also the target of EU charges 
of abusing its dominance in the music 
streaming market in a case triggered 
by a complaint by Spotify. There 
is no EU decision yet on that case.  
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The IMF said to-
day that progress was made during 
crisis talks with cash-strapped Pa-
kistan, but no deal was announced 
as they wrapped up an urgent visit 
to the country. Islamabad agreed a 
US$6.5 billion loan package with 
the international lender in 2019 and 
has been battling to unlock a crucial 
tranche of cash as the threat of na-
tional bankruptcy looms. “Consid-
erable progress was made during 
the mission on policy measures to 
address domestic and external im-

balances,” the IMF statement said. 
“Virtual discussions will continue 
in the coming days to finalise the 
implementation details of these 
policies.” Pakistan’s economy is in 
dire straits, stricken by a balance 
of payments crisis as it attempts to 

service high levels of external debt 
amid political chaos and deterio-
rating security. The International 
Monetary Fund delegation landed 
last week to thrash out tough con-
ditions that Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif called “beyond imagination”. 
Talks over the latest loan instal-
ment have been stalled for months, 
with the government pleading with 
friendly nations to help them avoid 
painful demands of the global lend-
er ahead of elections due later this 
year. (Agencies)

PARIS: Balenciaga’s creative direc-
tor Demna has apologised for an 
ad campaign that appeared to ref-
erence child abuse and vowed to 
drop his provocative showmanship 
in an interview with Vogue. The ads, 
published late last year, featured 
children holding bags designed to 
look like teddy bears, but with studs 
and harnesses, and surrounded by 

adult items including wine glass-
es. It sparked huge condemnation 
online, including from celebrities 
close to Demna and the brand such 

as Kim Kardashian. In his first pub-
lished interview since the furore, 
Demna (who dropped his last name 
in 2021), told the fashion bible there 
was never any intention to reference 
abuse. “I have seen a lot of drama 
in my life, but this was particularly 
hard … a mistake to learn from,” he 
said in the interview, published late 
yesterday. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s government is likely 
to appoint academic Kazuo Ueda, a for-
mer member of the Bank of Japan’s pol-
icy board, as the bank’s next governor, 
two government officials told Reuters, 
a choice seen by markets as driving the 
bank in a more hawkish direction and 

boosting the yen. Ueda, an academic 
at Kyoritsu Women’s University, is con-
sidered an expert on monetary policy 
and played a key role in battling the 
initial phase of Japan’s deflation with 
the introduction of quantitative easing 
(QE) and forward guidance for finan-

cial markets. But most analysts said the 
appointment of the 71-year-old was a 
huge surprise – he was not even con-
sidered a dark horse candidate – and it 
was hard to tell immediately what that 
meant for changes, if any, in the bank’s 
monetary policy direction. (Agencies)

Chinese firms scramble for home-grown 
options to ChatGPT

SoftBank’s Arm China lays off workers  
as outlook grim

European shares slump as rate hike fears intensify

Air India seals record order for about  
500 jets from Airbus, Boeing

German state open to Chinese firm taking 
over Ford plant

EU country sees inflation smash 25%

HONG KONG: Microsoft-backed 
OpenAI has kept its hit ChatGPT app 
off-limits to users in China, but the 
app is attracting huge interest in the 
country, with firms rushing to inte-
grate the technology into their prod-
ucts and launch rival solutions. While 
residents in the country are unable to 
create OpenAI accounts to access the 
artificial intelligence-powered (AI) 
chatbot, virtual private networks and 
foreign phone numbers are helping 
some bypass those restrictions. At the 
same time, the OpenAI models be-

hind the ChatGPT programme, which 
can write essays, recipes and com-
plex computer code, are relatively 
accessible in China and increasingly 
being incorporated into Chinese con-
sumer technology applications from 
social networks to online shopping. 
The tool’s surging popularity is rap-
idly raising awareness in China about 
how advanced US AI is and, accord-
ing to analysts, just how far behind 
tech firms in the world’s second-larg-
est economy are as they scramble to 
catch up. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: SoftBank Group Corp’s 
chip technology firm Arm Ltd’s 
China joint venture laid off 90-95 
employees last week to cope with 
a challenging business outlook this 
year, according to three sources fa-
miliar with the situation. The lay-
offs come as SoftBank tries to set 
up a public listing for Arm this year. 
The China market has been a major 
source of growth, although a two-
year management dispute at the joint 
venture that resulted in the ousting 

of the former CEO created some 
challenges. Two of the sources said 
those who lost their jobs were mostly 
engineers in research and develop-
ment. Before the layoffs, Arm China 
had about 700 employees; there were 
no layoffs last year when parent Arm 
Ltd had global layoffs affecting up to 
15% of its workforce, according to 
one of the sources. Arm China did 
not immediately respond to a request 
for comment after business hours. 
(Agencies)

FRANKFURT: European shares 
dropped on Friday, pressured by a 
jump in yields as investors grappled 
with the prospect of a prolonged pe-
riod of interest rate hikes by top cen-
tral banks, while a dour outlook by 
Adidas added to the downbeat sen-
timent. The pan-European STOXX 
600 closed down 1.0%, logging its 
first weekly decline in three weeks. 
European shares have gained nearly 
8% so far this year, following a 13% 
slump in 2022, thanks to recent signs 
of economic resilience, backed by ro-
bust earnings, and hopes of a moder-
ation in policy tightening. However, a 
chorus of Federal Reserve and Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB) policymak-
ers in recent days have pushed back 
against market expectations that the 

rate hiking cycle was close to an end, 
with ECB board member Isabel Sch-
nabel being the latest to stress on the 
need for more tightening. All eyes are 
on US consumer prices data for Jan-
uary expected next week which will 
be crucial in shaping market expec-
tations of future interest rate hikes. 
“Markets are fearing higher interest 
rates and (it’s) going to be a push and 
pull until the US CPI data on Tues-
day,” said Giles Coghlan, chief market 
analyst at HYCM. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Air India has sealed a 
jumbo deal for about 500 new planes 
worth more than US$100 billion at 
list prices, in what could become the 
single largest order by any airline as it 
seeks to reinvent itself under its new 
owners, industry sources told Reu-
ters. The deal, split equally between 
France’s Airbus and rival planemak-
er Boeing, was first reported by Reu-
ters in December and could finally be 
announced as early as next week, the 
sources said. Air India has agreed to 
purchase 250 Airbus planes, split be-
tween 210 single-aisle A320neos and 
40 widebody A350s, and 220 Boeing 

aircraft including 190 of its 737 MAX 
narrowbody jets, 20 787 widebodies 
and 10 777Xs. While Airbus and Air 
India signed the agreement on Fri-
day, Boeing agreed its deal with the 
airline on Jan. 27, a date that marks 
a year since Tata regained ownership 
of the former state-run carrier, sourc-
es told Reuters. Airbus declined to 
comment. Air India did not imme-
diately respond to an email seeking 
comment outside of regular business 
hours. In a note to employees on Jan. 
27, the airline said it was “finalising 
a historic order for new aircraft”. 
(Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s Saarland state 
would not block Chinese electric 
carmaker BYD as a possible inves-
tor for a Ford car plant seeking new 
ownership, the state premier said on 
Friday after reports of BYD’s inter-
est. “To be honest, Ford is an Amer-
ican company and we didn’t like 
the decisions they made. (Country 
of origin) is not the only criteria,” 
Anke Rehlinger told Reuters when 
asked about the potential BYD offer. 
The Wall Street Journal reported 
in late January that BYD was one 
of 15 investors interested in tak-
ing over the Ford site in Saarlouis 

after it stops producing its current 
model, the Ford Focus, from 2025.  
The state government and Ford are 
in discussion to find a new inves-
tor, with an announcement expect-
ed by the end of the first quarter.  
Chinese electric vehicle makers 
are making inroads into the Eu-
ropean market even as European 
players lose market share in Chi-
na. BYD has said it is looking for 
European sites, though its execu-
tive vice-president told Bloomberg 
this week it would rather build its 
own plants than buy existing ones. 
 (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Headline inflation in 
Hungary accelerated to an annual 
25.7% in January compared to 24.5% 
the previous month, according to the 
latest data released by the Central 
Statistics Office (KSH) on Friday. The 
surge is attributed to intense price 
pressures in an economy where the 
labor market remains tight. The KSH 
clarified that the prices for energy, 
food and fuel saw the most growth 
over the past year, and that prices in 
January increased by 2.3% month-
on-month. Hungarian inflation is cur-
rently ranked the highest in central 
Europe. The country’s central bank 
is keeping interest rates at the high-

est in the EU to support the national 
currency. The forint has strengthened 
substantially, boosted in part by a 
weaker dollar, and tight monetary 
policy. In 2022, average inflation in 
Hungary accelerated to 14.5%, hit-
ting a 25-year high. The Hungarian 
National Bank’s outlook showed 
in December that average inflation 
could be even higher in 2023, slow-
ing more significantly only from the 
middle of the year. Retail sales data 
released earlier this month demon-
strated that inflation has severely hit 
purchasing power, with Hungarians 
reducing their spending in December.  
(Agencies)
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RIYADH: Two of boxing’s biggest ri-
vals, Jake Paul and Tommy Fury, are 
set to face off in a fight labeled “The 
Truth” live in Saudi Arabia on Feb. 
26. Tickets were officially put on sale 
ahead of the boxing classic, Paul vs. 
Fury, the latest must-see sports event 
for Saudi fans live from Diriyah. A part 
of Diriyah Season’s second edition, 
“The Truth” is organized by the Min-
istry of Sport in association with the 

Saudi Boxing Federation, Skill Chal-
lenge Entertainment, Most Valuable 
Promotions and Queensberry Pro-

motions. A history of bad blood and 
a war of words has set the stage for 
unforgettable drama and excitement, 
with thousands of fans expected to 
attend. Twice postponed, the wait for 
“The Truth” has only intensified the 
animosity between the two rivals, with 
tickets now available for SR180 ($47) 
via www.diriyahseason.sa. For visa en-
try details, fans should use www.visit-
saudi.com for information. (Agencies)

SEPANG: Mooney VR46 Racing Team 
rider Marco Bezecchi smashed the 
lap time record on the first day of the 
2023 MotoGP pre-season winter test 
at the Sepang Circuit, here today. The 
24-year-old Bezecchi completed lap 54 
of 55 laps on the Malaysian track with 
the best time of one minute 58.470 sec-
onds. Commenting on the session to-
day, the Italian rider described his per-
formance as a good start for the season 
and was determined to maintain his 
momentum throughout the season. “It 
is nice for my personal presentation, I 

think it’s always nice to see your name 
on top, but this is just the first day, so 
we need to stay calm, stay focused and 
continue to work because it will be a 
long season. “The difference in the bike 
is not so big but anyway the import-

ant point of the riding is I can use the 
potential of the bike very well, not so 
different but a little bit better,” he said 
during a press conference. Meanwhile, 
Aprilia Racing rider Maverick Vinales 
settled in second place with a time of 
1:58.60s after completing 65 of 67 laps 
while Ducati Lenovo Team rider Enea 
Bastianini set the third fastest time, 
coming home in 1:58.732s on his 42th 
lap of 54. The Sepang test will resume 
tomorrow at 10am and will draw to a 
close at 6pm, ahead of the final day on 
Sunday. (Agencies)

PARIS: At 37 and with a new World 
Tour contract freshly signed with As-
tana, Mark Cavendish is clear “the 
goal is to win” as he embarks on 
what is likely to be his last season. 
The British sprinter makes his 2023 
debut on Saturday at the Tour of 
Oman where he will aim for the win 
as usual and nothing less. “The goal 
is to win not just any particular race, 
just to win,” the man with 161 victo-
ries to his name told The Times. The 
Isle of Man rider has endured a par-

ticularly hectic few months. Out of 
contract at the Quick-Step team, he 
agreed to join B&B Hotels but then 
watched in frustration as they folded 
when sponsorship deals fell through. 

After weeks of tension and confusion 
he landed a one-year deal at the Ka-
zakh team Astana, where his former 
team-mate Alexandre Vinokourov is 
now manager.
– Threatened at knifepoint
Cavendish also had to deal with some 
traumatic personal experiences. Last 
week two men were sentenced to 
12 and 15 years in prison for having 
robbed his home in 2021, threaten-
ing him and his family at knifepoint. 
(Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian Olympic ice dance 
champion Roman Kostomarov has had 
his feet amputated after a severe case 
of pneumonia, the Izvestia newspaper 
reported. The 46-year-old Kostomarov, 
who won gold alongside Tatiana Navka 
in the 2006 Winter Olympics in Turin, 
was hospitalised on Jan. 10 after com-
plaining of weakness and chest pain. 
He was diagnosed with sepsis and 

pneumonia and admitted to intensive 
care and put on a ventilator. Kostoma-
rov has lost one foot completely and 

part of the heel and toes had to be re-
moved from his other foot, according 
to Izvestia. He has also agreed to have 
his fingers amputated, the paper said. 
His condition is still serious. Born in 
Moscow, Kostomarov began skating 
when he was nine. Kostomarov and 
Navka were world champions twice 
and European champions three times. 
(Agencies)

PHOENIX: Patrick Mahomes is on the 
verge of becoming the youngest quar-
terback to start three Super Bowls, but 
the Kansas City Chiefs star is more in-
terested in becoming the 13th to earn 
multiple Super Bowl rings. Mahomes 
will be playing in his third Super Bowl 
in the past four campaigns, and his task 
on Sunday is to solve the dominant de-
fence of the Philadelphia Eagles in Su-
per Bowl LVII in Glendale, Ariz. Phila-
delphia has been backed by 67% of the 
spread-line bets and 68% of the handle 
at BetMGM. The action was similar 

at BetRivers to begin the week before 
more money started flowing in on the 
Chiefs, with the Eagles now drawing 
58 and 51%, respectively. Mahomes 
will be 27 years, 148 days old when he 
takes the field but is already viewed as 

an NFL great. He is 1-1 in previous Su-
per Bowls, having beaten the San Fran-
cisco 49ers 31-20 in Super Bowl LIV 
and lost 31-9 to the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers in Super Bowl LV one year later. 
Philadelphia’s defence ranked second 
in the regular season at 301.5 yards al-
lowed per game, will be swimming like 
sharks around Mahomes. The Eagles 
have racked up 78 sacks during the 
regular season and postseason. That 
is third-most all-time behind the mid-
1980s Chicago Bears, who had a record 
82 in 1984 and 80 in 1985. (Agencies)

DALLAS: American John Isner en-
tered the ATP Tour record books on 
Friday by becoming the first man to 
win 500 tour-level tie-breaks in his 
7-6(8) 7-5 victory over Emilio Gomez 
in the Dallas Open quarterfinals. Is-
ner’s 500 career tie-break victories 
put him 34 ahead of Swiss great Rog-
er Federer on the Open Era list, with 
Pete Sampras (328) third. Andy Rod-

dick (303) and 22-time Grand Slam 
champions Novak Djokovic (299) 

and Rafa Nadal (263) are also in the 
top 10. “I’ve won a lot of tie-breaks in 
my career and in the first set I won 
a big number of them: 500 of them,” 
Isner said in his on-court interview 
in front of his home crowd. “I’m very 
glad I didn’t have to win 501.” Isner 
also holds the record for the most 
aces on the tour, having hit more than 
14,000. (Agencies) 

LOS ANGELES: Jayson Tatum’s 41 
points and Boston’s 25 three-pointers 
propelled the league-leading Celtics to 
a 40th win of the NBA season on Fri-
day, 127-116 over the Charlotte Hor-
nets. Tatum posted his eighth 40-point 
game of the season. But with Jaylen 

Brown sidelined by a facial fracture 
and Al Horford out with a sore knee 
he didn’t have to carry the offensive 
load alone. Derrick White scored a 
career-high 33 points and handed out 
10 assists. His output included eight 
of the Celtics’ 25 three-pointers, which 

came on 55 attempts. “Shot was feeling 
good,” White said. “I was getting some 
good looks and just letting it fly.” Less 
than a minute into the contest Sam 
Hauser and White drilled back-to-back 
three-pointers and the Celtics cruised 
from there. (Agencies)

–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You’re going through a 
burst of new activity that might ex-
haust your friends or family even 
while it leaves you refreshed and 
ready for more! Try to understand 
that not everyone has energy like 
you!
– TAURUS: Someone needs to speak 
with you, and it might turn into 
something of a philosophical discus-
sion, as long as you’ve got time, of 
course. It’s a great day to figure out 
big-picture issues.
– GEMINI: Whatever happens today 
is mostly up to you, at least in the 
end. Your efforts are far more im-
portant than you may realize, so get 
busy and make sure that you’re on 
top of the situation!
– CANCER: Your social life is taking 
a hit today thanks to a career move 
or something else that is taking you 
away from your friends, temporarily, 
most likely! Try to roll with it and get 
back in balance later.
– LEO: You’re having lots of fun, and 
your good energy makes even the 
most mundane activities more excit-

ing than usual. See if you can scare 
up some friends to join you in your 
latest adventures!
– VIRGO: Try something risky in 
your work or love life, though that 
doesn’t mean you should endanger 
your health, of course! Luck is on 
your side, so see about pushing your 
luck to get ahead a bit.
– LIBRA: Listen to your heart and try 
to do what it says today, even if that 
makes life a little weird at work or 
with your friends. If you’re true to 
yourself, everything else will line up 
correctly in time.
– SCORPIO: Something that comes 
your way today seems too good to 
be true, and it probably is! If nothing 
seems to fit the bill, look more close-
ly at new opportunities. One of them 
is a bit hollow.
– SAGITTARIUS: Something rath-
er surprising could come your way 
today and pleases you so much that 
you spend most of the evening dwell-
ing on it! That doesn’t mean you need 
to cloister yourself away, though!
– CAPRICORN: The situation at work 
seems impossible, but if you keep 
hammering away at it, you should 
find a good answer. It may take a 
while, but today’s efforts should pay 
off quite handsomely!
– ACQUARIUS: You and your friends 
are finding more and more in com-
mon today and it’s a great time to try 
new things to see if you like them. 
You may need to help them with their 
schedules a bit first, though.
– PISCES: You and your people are 
feeling pretty good, but someone in a 
position of power isn’t happy. At least 
one of you needs to give up a bit in 
order to keep the peace. Step up and 
try it yourself!

DAILY HOROSCOPE: FEBRUARY 12, 2023

Amid Man City financial row, Eddie Howe applauds prudent  
approach of Newcastle owners

NEWCASTLE: Eddie Howe believes 
Newcastle United’s Saudi owners have 
been proved correct in their decision 
to take a totally different approach 
to financing the club, compared with 
that of sanctions-threatened, Abu Dha-
bi-owned Manchester City. This week, 
the Premier League charged City with 
breaking its Financial Fair Play rules 
about 100 times over a nine-year pe-
riod. The club is accused of breaching 
the regulations between 2009 and 2018, 
during which time it won the Premier 
League title three times. If found guilty, 

Man City face a fine, in the best-case 
scenario, or possible relegation from 
the top flight, in the worst. The finan-
cial situation at Newcastle is totally dif-
ferent, however. While cash has been 
thrown at Man City hand over fist since 

it came under Emirati ownership in 
2008, Newcastle’s new owners adopted 
a more conservative approach when 
they took over in October 2021. As 
such, it is unlikely the Magpies will be 
drawn into the FFP controversy. While 
he would naturally like to see more in-
vestment in his team — what manager 
would not — Howe understands ex-
actly why the Saudi Public Investment 
Fund and the club’s other, minority, 
owners decided to shun the Man City 
model and forge their own financial 
path. (Agencies)

Defending champion Scottie Scheffler leads WM 
Phoenix Open

Giroud to fore as Milan end 7-game winless  
run against Torino 

IOC president blasts Ukraine – media

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona: Defending 
champion Scottie Scheffler took the 
lead into the weekend in the WM 
Phoenix Open, with local favorite Jon 
Rahm right behind at TPC Scottsdale. 
The second-ranked Scheffler played 
25 holes Friday, completing a 3-un-
der 68 in the first round and shoot-
ing a bogey-free 64 in the second to 
get to 10 under. He had a two-stroke 
lead over Rahm and Adam Hadwin 
when play was suspended because of 
darkness. Rahm, the former Arizona 
State star ranked No. 3, also returned 
early to finish the first round. He shot 
68-66 to possibly set up a Super Bowl 
weekend showdown with Scheffler 
for the No. 1 ranking. “That would be 
a lot of fun,” Scheffler said. “It looks 
like right now we’re 1 and 2, but we’ll 
see how things shake out. A lot of 

guys still have a lot of golf out there 
to play. Should be a fun weekend.” 
Hadwin had eight holes left when 
play was suspended. None of the af-
ternoon starters were able to finish 
the round. Last year, Scheffler beat 
Patrick Cantlay in a playoff for his 
first PGA Tour title. Scheffler added 
victories in the Arnold Palmer Invita-
tional, WGC-Match Play and Masters 
and was the PGA Tour’s player of the 
year. (Agencies)

MILAN/ITALY: AC Milan’s sev-
en-game winless run across all compe-
titions ended after Torino was beaten 
1-0 by an Olivier Giroud goal in Serie 
A on Friday. The visitors failed to close 
down Theo Hernandez on the wing 
and the French left back crossed for 
his compatriot Giroud to score with a 
glancing header inside the far post in 
the 62nd minute. Torino goalkeeper 

Vanja Milinkovic-Savic was power-
less to stop it. Hernandez should have 
made it 2-0 minutes later but scuffed 
his shot wide in front of an open goal. 
Still, the defending league champions 
will be relieved to end their negative 
run after four straight defeats. Torino 
created more chances in the first half 
but the home team stepped up a gear 
in the second and missed a couple of 
opportunities before Giroud scored. 
Milan forward Zlatan Ibrahimovic re-
mained on the substitutes’ bench af-
ter returning to the team for the first 
time since his knee operation in May. 
It was Milan’s first win since Jan. 4. 
The Italian giants next host Tottenham 
in the Champions League on Tuesday. 
(Agencies)

LAUSANNE: International Olympic 
Committee (IOC) president Thomas 
Bach has reportedly urged Kiev to 
cease its calls for a boycott of the Par-
is 2024 Games. Ukraine has claimed 
that allowing Russian and Belarusian 
athletes to compete would promote 
Moscow’s military operation – an al-
legation that the IOC has dismissed 
as “defamatory.” In a letter sent to 
the president of Ukraine’s National 
Olympic Committee (NOC), Vadim 
Guttsait, and seen by several media 
outlets, Bach called on the authorities 
in Kiev to end their threats regard-
ing the next edition of the Summer 
Games, and to refrain from pressur-
ing other countries into a boycott. 

Bach noted that the participation of 
Russian and Belarusian athletes un-
der a neutral flag at the 2024 Games 
had “not even been discussed in con-
crete terms yet.” He also suggested 
that a letter from Guttsait to other 
NOCs had been sent prematurely and 
had caused dismay among numerous 
IOC members. “Your letter at this pre-
mature stage to your fellow NOCs, 
to the International Federations, IOC 
Members and to future Olympic 
hosts, pressuring them in an attempt 
to publicly influence their decision 
making, has been perceived by the 
vast majority of them as, at the very 
least, extremely regrettable,” Bach is 
said to have written. (Agencies)
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Turkiye earthquake drone footage shows fissures 
slicing through land

FBI raids former US vice-president’s home

China’s ‘artificial lung’ with independent  
intellectual property rights comes on market

Amsterdam bans cannabis in its red light district

ANKARA: Drone footage in southern 
Turkiye showed fissures slicing and 
cracking across fields, roads, streams 
and hillsides, caused by a massive 
earthquake that struck the region at 
the start of the week, Reuters reports. 
One jagged scar of bare and cracked 
earth, opened up by Monday’s quake,-
cut deep into embankments and ran 
along expanses of open land up to 
thehorizon near the town of Tevek-
keli, in Turkiye’s southern province 
of Kahramanmaras. When it hit a 
highway, it smashed the tarmac and 
metal barriers. Huge boulders had 
tumbled down the hills on the side of 
the road. Drivers had to wait in turn 
to navigate the fractured route. Near 
the village of Tepehan, huge gorges 
cut through groves close to a house, 
leaving islands of grey-brown land 
and trees perched on the edge of new 

precipices. Other trees lay uprooted on 
their sides. Mehmet Temizkan said the 
tremors woke him in the early hours 
of Monday morning. “With the initial 
panic, nobody knew whether we could 
leave home or whether we could sur-
vive. We lost hope. In the morning, 
when we saw what happened here, 
we said this must be the epicentre,” he 
told Reuters. The combined death toll 
from the deadliest quake in the region 
in two decades that struck southern 
Turkey and Syria stood at more than 
22,000 on Friday. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: FBI agents searched 
the Carmel, Indiana home of former 
US Vice-President Mike Pence on 
Friday, reportedly in search of any 
more classified documents beyond the 
“small number” previously disclosed 
by his lawyers. The search comes a 
day after Pence was subpoenaed by 
special counsel in an investigation of 
former President Donald Trump. Spe-
cial counsel Jack Smith is looking for 
testimony from Pence in the probe of 
Trump’s conduct after the 2020 pres-
idential election. The ruling Demo-
crats have accused Trump of seeking 
to “overturn the results” of the vote 
and inciting the January 6, 2021 riot 
at the US Capitol. The classified docu-
ments search appears to be a separate 
matter, however. Last month, Pence’s 

lawyers volunteered that some docu-
ments with classification marks had 
been found at his home. The revela-
tion came amid a series of reports that 
classified files from Joe Biden’s term 
as vice president to Barack Obama 
(2009-2017) were found at his home in 
Delaware and at a Pennsylvania think 
tank. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China Aerospace Science 
and Technology Corporation and Pe-
king Union Medical College Hospital 
jointly announced on Wednesday that 
their new “artificial lung” with ful-
ly independent intellectual property 
rights has come onto the market in 
Beijing. Their ECMO (extracorpore-
al membrane oxygenation) system is 
also commonly known as an “artificial 
lung.” The ECMO machine is similar 
to a heart-lung bypass machine used in 
open-heart surgery. It pumps and oxy-
genates a patient’s blood from outside 
the body, allowing the heart and lungs 
to rest. The whole machine, called 
Huisheng-I ECMO, weighs about 7.5 
kilograms, less than half the weight of 
similar foreign products, so it can bet-
ter meet the emergency and transport 
needs of critically ill patients. ECMO 
is an important part of life support for 
patients, as well as an important treat-
ment means to gain time for them. 
However, the technical threshold is 
high, as is the price, and the key core 
technologies have previously been 
monopolized by a few multinational 
medical device enterprises. The devel-
opment of China’s ECMO system has 
broken the monopoly of foreign en-
terprises, improved the access to ad-
vanced life support equipment in Chi-
na, and significantly reduced the price 
of the product, which is conducive to 
reducing the burden of medical treat-
ment for patients. “The technology of 
the product is independent and con-
trollable, with completely independent 

intellectual property rights,” Zeng Si, 
the director of the ECMO research 
project, said on Wednesday. “The over-
all performance and indicators reach 
the level of similar international prod-
ucts; some indicators are even better 
than similar products,” Zeng noted. 
The core technology of the ECMO 
system is derived from a rocket servo 
system, Zeng said. The servo system is 
made up of many components, involv-
ing mechanical, electronic, fluid and 
other items, and because it works in 
a small space, it has to be highly inte-
grated and lightweight. Du Bin, deputy 
commander of the ECMO project and 
vice president of Peking Union Med-
ical College Hospital, said that when 
the ECMO project was established in 
2020, the hospital joined the technical 
team, which was mainly responsible 
for the design and implementation of 
animal experiments and clinical tri-
als.  In the early stage of research, the 
hospital led clinical colleagues to put 
forward clinical needs, benchmarked 
foreign products and put forward sug-
gestions on product model details. In 
the animal experiment stage, the hos-
pital took the lead in designing and es-
tablishing long-term ECMO support-
ing animal models in cooperation with 
sibling units, which realized long-term 
operation of more than 14 days.  The 
successful development of Huisheng-I 
ECMO is the result of collaborative 
innovation between the medical and 
technological industry, experts said. 
(Global Times/Agencies)

AMSTERDAM: The laws will come 
into effect from mid-May and aim to 
improve liveability for residents who 
have long complained of disruption 
caused by tourists. Sex workers will 
also have to close their venues at 3am. 
Local media reported that almost all 
councillors supported taking action 
to reduce nuisance to residents. The 
city council also announced on Thurs-
day that restaurants and bars would 

have to close by 2am on Fridays and 
Saturdays and no new visitors would 
be allowed into the old city district 
after 1am. Currently, the sale of al-
cohol from shops, liquor stores and 
cafes in the red light district is illegal 
from Thursday to Sunday after 4pm. 
Now, the council will ask vendors to 
completely remove alcohol from their 
shopfronts during that time, or hide 
them from view. (Agencies)
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Popular Russian singer 
Zemfira declared foreign 

agent by government

US blacklists six Chinese 
entities over spy balloon 

programme

US warns  
of North Korean  

cyber attacks

Google cautions against 
‘hallucinating’ chatbots

MOSCOW: Russia’s Justice Ministry on 
Friday placed Zemfira, one of post-So-
viet Russia’s most popular singers, on 
a list of foreign agents on grounds that 
she supported Ukraine and criticized 
Russia’s “special military operation” in 
that country. Tass news agency quot-
ed a ministry statement as saying that 
Zemfira, whose full name is Zemfi-
ra Ramazanova, “openly supported 
Ukraine, held concerts in unfriendly 
countries while speaking against the 
special military operation and received 
support from foreign sources.” Zem-
fira, an ethnic Volga Tatar born in the 
central Russian region of Bashkorto-
stan, began performing in 1998 and 
gained popularity in Russia and other 
ex-Soviet states. She was known to 
oppose the conflict with Ukraine and 
for a time, her website featured the 
slogan “No to war.” She is reported by 
numerous websites to have left Russia 
to settle in France after Russia invaded 
Ukraine in February 2022. Russians la-
belled foreign agents have often been 
subjected to police searches and other 
punitive measures. Many have left the 
country in the past year. The ministry 
noted other Russian nationals had also 
been labelled a foreign agent on Friday, 
including opposition politician Dmitry 
Gudkov. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The United States 
has blacklisted six Chinese entities it 
said were linked to Beijing’s aerospace 
programmes as part of its retaliation 
over an alleged Chinese spy balloon 
that traversed US airspace. The move 
is likely to further escalate the diplo-
matic row between the US and China 
that intensified due to the surveillance 
balloon, which the US eventually shot 
down last weekend. The US said the 
balloon was equipped to detect and 
collect intelligence signals but Beijing 
has insisted it was a weather craft that 
had blown off course. On Friday, the 
US Bureau of Industry and Security 
said the six Chinese entities were being 
targeted for “their support to China’s 
military modernisation efforts, specif-
ically the People’s Liberation Army’s 
(PLA) aerospace programs including 
airships and balloons”. “The PLA is uti-
lizing High Altitude Balloons (HAB) for 
intelligence and reconnaissance activi-
ties,” it said. The US Deputy Secretary 
of Commerce Don Graves said on Twit-
ter his department “will not hesitate to 
continue to use” such restrictions and 
other regulatory and enforcement tools 
“to protect US national security and 
sovereignty”.

WASHINGTON: The United States and 
South Korea have issued a joint notice 
on North Korea’s alleged “malicious 
cyber activities,” saying hackers have 
targeted health providers, US defense 
contractors and even government 
agencies including the Pentagon. Pub-
lished on Thursday, the cyber security 
advisory outlined “recently observed 
tactics, techniques, and procedures” 
employed by North Korean hackers 
in ransomware attacks against the US 
and South Korea, alleging they are us-
ing the proceeds to finance other cyber 
operations.  “DPRK cyber actors have 
been using cryptocurrency generated 
through illicit cybercrime activities to 
procure infrastructure such as IP ad-
dresses and domains,” the security 
agencies said in a separate press re-
lease, noting the attacks have focused 
on healthcare systems and other “crit-
ical infrastructure.” Ransomware at-
tacks typically see hackers take control 
of a victim’s computer, personal data or 
passwords and then demand payment 
before handing them back – often in 
the form of cryptocurrency, which is 
more difficult to trace. (Agencies)

BERLIN: The boss of Google’s search 
engine warned against the pitfalls of 
artificial intelligence in chatbots in a 
newspaper interview published on 
Saturday, as Google parent compa-
ny Alphabet battles to compete with 
blockbuster app ChatGPT. “This kind 
of artificial intelligence we’re talking 
about right now can sometimes lead 
to something we call hallucination,” 
Prabhakar Raghavan, senior vice pres-
ident at Google and head of Google 
Search, told Germany’s Welt am Son-
ntag newspaper. “This then express-
es itself in such a way that a machine 
provides a convincing but completely 
made-up answer,” Raghavan said in 
comments published in German. One 
of the fundamental tasks, he added, 
was keeping this to a minimum. Goo-
gle has been on the back foot after 
OpenAI, a startup Microsoft is backing 
with around $10 billion, in November 
introduced ChatGPT, which has since 
wowed users with its strikingly hu-
man-like responses to user queries. 
Alphabet Inc. introduced Bard, its own 
chatbot, earlier this week, but the soft-
ware shared inaccurate information in 
a promotional video in a gaffe that cost 
the company $100 billion in market 
value on Wednesday. Alphabet, which 
is still conducting user testing on Bard, 
has not yet indicated when the app 
could go public. “We obviously feel the 
urgency, but we also feel the great re-
sponsibility,” Raghavan said. “We cer-
tainly don’t want to mislead the public.” 
(Agencies)

Egypt holds talks seeking to prevent Israel-Palestine escalation during Ramadan
GAZA: Egypt has stepped up media-
tion between Israel and the Palestin-
ians in a bid to tamp down violence 
in Jerusalem and the occupied West 
Bank and to prevent its spread to the 
Gaza Strip ahead of the Muslim holy 
month of Ramadan, officials said. 
This week Cairo hosted leaders from 
Gaza’s ruling Hamas Islamist militant 
group and from the smaller, allied Pal-
estinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) group, ac-
cording to the officials. Talks with Is-
raeli representatives were held earlier, 

they said. West Bank violence, which 
surged last year as Israel intensified 
raids following a series of lethal Pal-
estinian street attacks in Israeli cities, 
has picked up pace since a hard-right 
Israeli government was sworn in on 
Dec. 29. Two Egyptian officials, who 
spoke on the condition of anonymity, 
said Cairo believed the situation could 
further spiral out of control, especial-
ly given Palestinian sensitivities about 
Israeli control of access to Jerusalem 
during Ramadan, which begins in 

late March. Egypt wanted the United 
States to appeal to Israel to help con-
strain an escalation of violence, the of-
ficials said. Egypt, for its part, was ap-
pealing to the PIJ, which spurns direct 
contact with Israel. “More than ever, 
the Egyptians are worried of a possi-
ble new armed confrontation in 2023 
because they realize it would be hard 
to restrain actions by some ministers 
of the new extremist government in 
Israel,” a Palestinian official told Reu-
ters. (Reuters)

Young brands in vogue at New York Fashion Week

NEW YORK: New York Fashion 
Week kicks off Friday with several 
big names absent from the runway 
but a calendar packed full of young 
designers and emerging labels -- in-
creasingly the event’s trademark. 
Opening the Fall-Winter 2023 pa-
rade on Friday is Rodarte, one of 
the few major brands returning this 
year. Thom Browne, the new head of 

the Council of Fashion Designers of 
America (CFDA) that runs the event, 
showcases on Tuesday. Among the 
other headliners are regulars Proen-
za Schouler, Altuzarra, Coach, Ser-
gio Hudson, Carolina Herrera, Ga-
briela Hearst and Michael Kors. But 
the program, which ends Wednes-
day in the middle of the Big Apple’s 
cold month of February, again has 
a notable absence of high-profilers 
such as Tommy Hilfiger, Ralph Lau-
ren and previous CFDA lead Tom 
Ford. Pop icon Rihanna, who has ex-
hibited her lingerie collection Fenty 
at New York in the past, will instead 
be performing at the much-watched 
Super Bowl half-time show on Sun-
day. (Agencies)

 Fifteen arrested after 
clashes outside UK 

migrant hotel 
London: UK police said Saturday they 
have arrested 15 people including one 
child after fireworks were thrown and a 
police car set on fire at an anti-immigra-
tion demonstration outside a hotel hous-
ing asylum seekers near Liverpool. Mer-
seyside Police said that “15 people have 
so far been arrested following violent 
disorder” in the Knowsley area in north-
western England, after initially report-
ing three arrests. Police said “missiles 
including lit fireworks were thrown at 
officers and one of our police vans was 
attacked by offenders, using hammers 
before setting it on fire” during clashes 
outside The Suites Hotel. One officer 
and two members of the public received 
slight injuries, police said. (APP)


