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Scientists studying Antarctica’s vast 
Thwaites Glacier – nicknamed the 
“Doomsday Glacier” – say warm water 
is seeping into its weak spots, threaten-
ing its demise and a massive sea rise. 
Thwaites, which is roughly the size of 
Florida, represents more than half a 
metre (1.6 feet) of global sea level rise 
potential, and could destabilise neigh-
bouring glaciers that could cause a fur-
ther 3-metre (9.8-foot) rise. As part of 
the International Thwaites Glacier Col-
laboration – the biggest field campaign 
ever attempted in Antarctica – a team 
of 13 scientists from the United States 
and United Kingdom spent about six 
weeks on the glacier in late 2019 and 
early 2020. Using an underwater robot 
vehicle known as Icefin, mooring data 
and sensors, they monitored the gla-
cier’s grounding line, where ice slides 
off the glacier and meets the ocean for 
the first time.
In one of two papers published on 
Wednesday in the journal Nature, led 
by Cornell University-based scientist 
Britney Schmidt, researchers found 

warmer water was making its way into 
crevasses and other openings known 
as terraces, causing sideways melt of 
30 metres (98 feet) or more per year. 
“Warm water is getting into the weak-
est parts of the glacier and making 
it worse,” said Schmidt. “That is the 
kind of thing we should all be very 
concerned about.” The other paper’s 
findings, which Schmidt also worked 
on, showed about 5 metres (16 feet) per 
year of melt near the glacier’s ground-
ing line – less than what the most ag-

gressive thinning models previously 
predicted. But she said the melting was 
still of grave concern. “If we observe 
less melting … that doesn’t change the 
fact that it’s retreating,” Schmidt said. 
Scientists have previously depended on 
satellite images to show the behaviour 
of the ice, making it difficult to get 
granular details. The papers represent 
the first time a team has been to the 
grounding line of a major glacier, pro-
viding a look right where “the action 
begins”, Schmidt said. (Agencies)

Antarctica Doomsday Glacier: 
‘We should all be very concerned’

German union announces strike at major airports

U.N. agencies appeal for $5.6 bln to help  
war-stricken Ukrainians

New Zealand imposes new sanctions  
on Iran over supply of drones to Russia

Transboundary water cooperation ‘crucial’  
for wider regional integration, peace: Pakistan

Ukraine, partners doing everything to make Russia lose

6.1 magnitude earthquake hits North Island 
of New Zealand

IAEA intends to expand cooperation with 
Pakistan: DG Rafael Grossi

BERLIN: A German union has an-
nounced that it will stage a “warning 
strike” at the country’s busiest airports 
on Friday amid an ongoing dispute 
over pay and work conditions. In a 
statement on its website on Wednes-
day, Ver.di said the one-day strike of 
ground staff, public service, and avia-
tion security workers will begin in the 
early hours of Friday, and continue 
until the night. Ver.di members work-
ing at seven airports, including the 
country’s busiest hub Frankfurt Air-
port, will stop performing their duties 
on Friday, according to the statement. 
Major disruptions and flight delays 
were also expected at Bremen, Dort-
mund, Hamburg, Hanover, Munich, 
and Stuttgart airports. Meanwhile, 
Ver.di said it will take the necessary 
measures to ensure that delivery of 

humanitarian aid to the quake-hit Tür-
kiye and Syria is not impacted by the 
strike. The union is currently holding 
negotiations with public sector em-
ployers at the federal and local level, 
and the next round of negotiations is 
scheduled for Feb. 22-23. “The em-
ployees are jointly putting pressure on 
the respective employers because no 
results have been achieved in the pre-
vious negotiations,” the union’s deputy 
chairwoman Christine Behle said in a 
statement. (Agencies)

GENEVA: The United Nations said 
Wednesday that $5.6 billion was need-
ed to provide humanitarian aid in 
Ukraine and to the millions who have 
fled the war-ravaged country. Near-
ly a year after Moscow launched its 
full-scale invasion of Ukraine, the UN 
estimated that 21.8 million Ukrainians 
were now in need of humanitarian as-
sistance. “The war continues to cause 
death, destruction and displacement 
daily, and on a staggering scale,” UN 
humanitarian chief Martin Griffiths 
said in a statement. “We must do all 
we can to reach the hardest-to-reach 
communities, including those close to 
the front line,” he said. “The suffering 
of the Ukrainian people is far from 
over - they continue to need interna-

tional support.” The needs are so great 
that aid organisations cannot reach 
everyone, but the UN said the request-
ed $5.6 billion would allow it to reach 
the 15.3 million people in most dire 
need this year. A full $1.7 billion of that 
amount was needed for assistance to 
the more than four million Ukrainian 
refugees hosted across eastern Eu-
rope, it said. (Agencies)

ANKARA: New Zealand on 
Wednesday announced new sanc-
tions against eight Iranian individ-
uals and entities over the supply 
of drones to Russia and those re-
sponsible for the violent response 
to recent protests in Iran. Under 
the new sanctions, New Zealand 
targeted the head of the Supply, 
Research and Industrial Affairs Di-
vision at the Iranian Ministry of De-
fense and Armed Forces Logistics, 
the commander of the Iranian Air 
Force, and companies responsible 
for the manufacturing of drones, 
said Foreign Minister Nanaia Ma-

huta in a statement. “New Zealand 
condemns all individuals and enti-
ties supporting Russia’s illegal and 
unprovoked invasion of Ukraine,” 
said Mahuta. Iran’s supply of drones 
to Russia threatens the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine, 
she said, adding that these drones 
are targeting civilians and vital 
infrastructure causing suffering 
and devastation for the Ukrainian 
people. New Zealand previously 
imposed sanctions on five Iranian 
entities and seven individuals over 
their alleged links to Russia’s war 
on Ukraine. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: Pakistan has 
stressed the need for transboundary 
water cooperation, which responds to 
the challenges of shared water resourc-
es, as the world faces rising water scar-
city. “With most of world’s water re-
sources, being shared between two or 
more countries, need for transbound-
ary cooperation assumes even greater 
urgency,” Pakistani delegate Senator 
Farooq Naek told the Annual Parlia-
mentary Hearing, a joint initiative be-
tween the President of the United Na-
tions General Assembly (UNGA) and 
the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 
Speaking in a dialogue on ‘Trans-
boundary waters: From competition to 
cooperation for peace’, he said that co-

operation in this regard plays a crucial 
role, in supporting wider regional inte-
gration, peace and sustainable devel-
opment, as well as in tackling regional 
security challenges. “It also plays a cru-
cial role, in addressing climate change 
impacts, which place significant pres-
sure on world’s transboundary wa-
ters,” Senator Naek said. UN officials 
said that the Hearing will provide a 
parliamentary contribution to the UN 
Water Conference, which is being held 
from March 22-24, 2023, in New York. 
More than 250 members of parliament, 
speakers, advisers and related officials 
from 60 countries are participating in 
the event at the United Nations Head-
quarters in New York. (Agencies)

ISTANBUL: Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy said Kyiv and its part-
ners are doing everything together to 
make Russia lose its war on Ukraine 
“as soon as possible.” “Today is the day 
of another Ramstein, a meeting of the 
group of military support for Ukraine 
... We have got regular strong decisions 
on protecting our country and strength-
ening our warriors,” Zelenskyy said in a 
televised address late Tuesday. He said 
Ukraine’s partners confirmed more air 
defense systems, tanks, artillery and 
training for the country’s military. The 
ninth meeting of the Ukraine Defense 
Contact Group, an alliance of 54 coun-
tries supporting the defense of Ukraine 
in response to Russia’s “special mili-

tary operation,” took place in Brussels 
on Tuesday. US Secretary of Defense 
Lloyd J. Austin, who chairs the group, 
said the allies “have made clear that we 
will support Ukraine’s self-defense for 
the long haul. And we will move out 
with the urgency that the moment de-
mands.” (Agencies)

ANKARA: A 6.1 magnitude earth-
quake struck northwest of Paraparau-
mu, a town in the southwestern North 
Island of New Zealand, state-run me-
dia said on Wednesday, The quake 
struck at 7.38 p.m. (0638GMT) about 
50 kilometers (31miles) northwest of 

Paraparaumu at a depth of 57 kilome-
ters (35 miles), Radio New Zealand 
reported citing the GeoNet New Zea-
land. The strong tremor spread fear 
among people, it said. No immediate 
damage has been reported in the re-
gion. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Director General (DG) 
of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA), Rafael Mariano Gros-
si Wednesday said that the IAEA in-
tended to expand cooperation with 
Pakistan in different fields, especially 
in its efforts to provide latest treatment 
facilities to the cancer patients. He was 
speaking during the inauguration cer-
emony of the latest Cyberknife facility 
at Pakistan Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (PAEC)’s flagship cancer-care 
hospital in the capital, namely Nuclear 
Medicine, Oncology and Radiother-
apy Institute (NORI). The IAEA DG 
was accompanied by PAEC Chairman 
Dr Raja Ali Raza Anwar. Speaking on 
the occasion, the IAEA DG hoped that 
the newly inaugurated Cyberknife 
facility was multiplying theuropic ca-
pacities in Pakistan to treat the cancer 
patients. He said that the IAEA had 
launched a global programme called 
Rays of Hope more than a year ago, 
which was aimed at increasing the 
availability of radiotherapy facilities 
in particular in the developing coun-
tries, with a huge deficit in this area. 
Rafael said that Rays of Hope project 
was aimed at bringing radiotherapy 
facilities for those who did not have 
it. “Pakistan has top notch facilities 

in NORI and wonderful profession-
als to treat cancer patients while 
many other countries lack such facil-
ities”, he said adding, “This hospital 
in Pakistan is equipped with the lat-
est technology and has the potential 
to even extend this facility to the oth-
er countries.” Referring to the exam-
ple of Africa, he said that 70 percent 
population in that country lacked 
access to the radiotherapy facilities. 
“Although we have been focusing on 
COVID-19 pandemic in the past but 
cancer is one of those diseases which 
are tremendously affecting largest 
population globally. IAEA is trying 
to correct such imbalances to im-
prove the healthcare facilities in the 
world”, he added. (APP)

Scotland’s leader 
Sturgeon to resign: 

UK media

Ohio governor calls 
on US Congress to 
investigate hazmat 

train derailment

EDINBURGH: Scotland’s First Min-
ister Nicola Sturgeon will resign after 
more than eight years leading the de-
volved government in Edinburgh, UK 
media said on Wednesday, in a shock 
move jolting British politics. The Scot-
tish National Party leader is expected 
to announce her departure at a news 
conference at 11:00 am (1100 GMT), 
after she faced pressure over a stalled 
push towards independence and over 
transgender rights. It was unclear 
when exactly she planned to step down 
as Scottish leader and head of the SNP, 
the largest party in the devolved parlia-
ment.  (Agencies)

HOUSTON: The governor of Ohio 
called Tuesday for the US Congress 
to investigate a train derailment that 
caused a hazmat evacuation in the vil-
lage of East Palestine. Gov. Mike DeW-
ine said at a news conference that the 
train was not considered a “high haz-
ardous material train,” so the state was 
not notified that it was passing through. 
“Frankly, if this is true, this is absurd, 
and we need to look at this,” DeWine 
said. “Congress needs to take a look 
at how these things are handled. We 
should know when we have trains car-
rying hazardous materials that are go-
ing through the state of Ohio.” The train 
derailment happened on Feb. 3 in which 
38 cars derailed, including 11 containing 
hazardous materials, forcing hundreds 
of residents to evacuate for several days. 
DeWine stressed his concerns about 
harmful chemicals remaining in the air 
after a controlled burn of the hazardous 
materials from the derailed cars, includ-
ing vinyl chloride, which is a gas used to 
make plastic. The hazmat release sent 
plumes of black smoke into the air and 
was overseen by members of the Ohio 
National Guard. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR, (UrduPoint / Pakistan 
Point News - 15th Feb, 2023 ) :Peo-
ples for Humanity in collaboration 
with Khwando Kor (a non-govern-
ment organization) established a 
Women Skill Centre at Awan Abad 
(Shabra) district Charsadda. The 
centre was formally inaugurated by 
the Chief Commissioner, Right to In-
formation, Farah Hamid, said a press 
release issued here on Wednesday. 
Besides, former Regional Commis-
sioner against Harassment of Wom-
en at Workplace, Rubab Mehdi, the 

office bearers of women welfare-ori-
ented organizations like Khwando 
Kor, Peoples for Humanity and others 
were also present on the occasion. 
Addressing the inaugural ceremony, 
Farah Hamid said that the project is 
women’s welfare-oriented, and its ob-
jective is the economic empowerment 
of women. She said that on one hand, 
the project would provide skill-learn-
ing opportunities to hundreds of local 
women and would also open new av-
enues of employment for them. She 
further said that it would be a produc-

tion centre wherein the products pre-
pared by the women would be mar-
keted for sale and the profit would 
go to women. Farah Hamid said that 
several other organizations including 
Peoples for Humanity and Khwando 
Kor are also helping them in the op-
eration of the centre for the next five 
years. She said that 50 women have 
been enrolled in the centre even be-
fore its formal inauguration, which is 
a remarkable response. She said that 
more machinery would be provided 
to the centre in time. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Health Department 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has constitut-
ed a two-member committee to probe 
allegations of misconduct and illegal 
appointments by two former Directors 
erstwhile FATA Health Services (FHS) 
and 13 other high ranking officers. A 
notification available with this agency 
disclosed that the inquiry was ordered 
by previous Chief Secretary KP Dr 
Shahzad Khan Bangash on February 
08, 2023, into alleged illegal appoint-
ments in various projects during the 
year 2020 and misconduct under 
Rule-3 of KP Government Servants 

(efficiency and Discipline) Rules, 2011 
by the former directors. The inquiry 
was ordered against Director FHS Dr 
Jawad Habib Khan (BS-20) now Chief 
Executive Officer Blood Transfusion 
Authority and Dr Niaz Muhammad 
Afridi (BS-19) the then Director FHS 
and now Director Provincial Health 
Services academy Peshawar. The oth-
er officers included Dr Inayat ur Reh-
man (BS-19), Dr Abbas (BS-19), Dr 
Nawab Ali (BS-19), Dr Naik Muham-
mad Sherani (BS-19), Dr Kaleem Ul-
lah (BS-19), Dr Akbar Khan (BS-19), 
Dr Jamal Nasir (BS-19), Dr Muham-

mad Israr (BS-18), Dr Muhammad 
Sadiq (BS-18), Dr Muhammad Ikram 
Safi (BS-18), Dr Rahim Nawaz (BS-
18), Dr Sher Zali Khan (BS-18), Dr 
Raza Ullah (BS-18). The notification 
mentioned that all the officers were 
currently serving on important posts 
in the province. The two-member in-
quiry committee included Muhammad 
Zubair Asghar Qureshi (PAS BS-21), 
Director General Provincial Services 
Academy, KP and Dr Abid Hussain, 
Management Cadre (BS-20) Addition-
al Director General (M&E), Director-
ate General Health Services, KP.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police Inspector General, Akhtar 
Hayat Khan on Wednesday visited 
the Sarband Police Station in Pesha-
war to review the security measures 
taken by the police. The Capital City 
Police Officer, Muhammad Ijaz Khan 
also accompanied the IGP on the vis-
it. During the visit, the IGP inspect-
ed various parts of the police station 
and met with the officials on duty to 
learn about the problems and diffi-
culties faced by them during duty. He 
appreciated the professional spirit of 
the policemen and encouraged them 
to keep up the good work. The IGP 

also reviewed the monitoring system 
of CCTV cameras installed in the po-
lice station and directed the police 
to carefully review the security mea-
sures taken to thwart any possible at-
tack by miscreants. The Capital City 
Police Officer briefed the IGP about 
the security measures taken at the 
police station. The IGP appreciated 
the high morale and dedication of 
the police station staff and the senior 
police officials concerned. He also 
directed the authorities to provide all 
possible facilities to the policemen. 
(APP)

NGOs establish skill centre for rural women

Two former Directors FHS among 13 officers to be grilled over corruption charges

IGP reviews security measures at Sarband Police Station

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 266.5 269

China Yuan 39.5 39.9

Japanese Yen 2 2.05

Saudi Riyal 70.7 71.4

U.A.E Dirham 73.3 74

UK Pound 322 325

Euro 283.2 286

Australian Dollar 181.2 183

Canadian Dollar 199 201

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
195,950

Rs 
179,620

Rs 
171,456

Rs 
146,963

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
167,996

Rs 
153,995

Rs 
146,996

Rs 
125,997

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,800 Rs 15,400 Rs 14,700 Rs 12,600

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
476,261

Rs 
436,570

Rs 
416,728

Rs 
357,195

PTI announces 14 nominees for PK 69-82  
Peshawar constituencies by-polls

City Police evolve anti-street crimes strategy

Cold,dry weather to prevail in most KP

Action kicks off against private guards  
in police uniform

LFWA organizes donation collection camp

Ishaq has no linkage with Town-1 admin:  
Qaisar Bacha

Oath taking ceremony of Class-IV Employees 
Association held

Pesco notifies power suspension on various feeders

LG decides profiling of all village,  
neighborhood councils

Modern lab inaugurated at Police Line hospital

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Wednesday nominated 14 candidates 
for provincial assembly Constituen-
cies from district Peshawar with no 
fresh face. According to the final list 
of candidates, Mahmood Jan Khan 
would contest the by-election from 
PK-69, Arbab Waseem Hayat from 
PK-70, Muhammad Sohaib from PK-

71, Syed Muhammad Ishtiaq from 
PK-72, Fazal Malik from PK-73, Zu-
lfiqar Khan from PK-74, Abdul Jabbar 
from PK-75, Taimoor Saleem Jaghra 
from PK-76, Arbab Muhammad Ali 
PK-77, Malik Wajid Khan from PK-78, 
Irfan Saleem PK-79, Kamran Ban-
gash from PK-80, Meena Khan Afridi 
from PK-81, and Fazle Elahi from PK-
82. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Capital City Po-
lice have evolved a new strategy to 
curb street crimes and protect the 
lives and properties of the people. 
The new strategy had been prepared 
on the instructions of the Chief Capi-
tol Police Officer (CCPO) Peshawar, 
Mohammad Ijaz Khan, said a press 
release issued here on Wednesday. In 
connection with the newly adopted 
strategy, the Senior Superintendent 
of Police (Operations), Kashif Aftab 
Abbasi along with other officers paid 
a surprise visit to police checkpoints 
established at entrances and exits 

to the district. The SSP encouraged 
police personnel deployed at crucial 
checkpoints and directed them to con-
tinue the ongoing operations against 
suspected tinted-glass vehicles and 
unregistered motorcycles. The scruti-
ny of the documents of suspects and 
illegal Afghan refugees is also in prog-
ress at checkpoints, besides vehicles 
are also being checked through the 
Vehicles Verification System (VVS). 
In a statement, the SSP said that the 
purpose of special checkpoints was 
to ensure a peaceful environment and 
provide protection to the people.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Wednes-
day forecast cold and dry weather for 
most districts of the province, while 
very cold in upper districts and hilly 
areas. It said that isolated light rain 
and drizzle with light snowfall over 
the hills is likely to occur over Chitral, 
Upper Dir, Kalam/Swat and Kohistan 
districts. During the last 24 hours 
cold and dry weather occurred over 
most districts of the province, while 
very cold in upper districts and hilly 
areas. The maximum and minimum 

temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City 
26/06, Chitral 12/02, Timergara 21/05, 
Dir 19/-02, Mirkhani 14/00, Kalam 
12/-10, Drosh 12/00, Saidu Sharif 21/-
02, Pattan 18/10, Malam Jabba 11/-04, 
Takht Bhai 24/04, Kakul 20/02, Bala-
kot 23/04, Parachinar 19/-01, Bannu 
26/09, Cherat 14/03, D.I. Khan 26/09. 
The minimum temperatures record-
ed in the province were, Kalam -10 
�C, Malam Jabba -04�C and Dir-02 
�C.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Senior Superintendent 
of Police (SSP) Operations, Kashif 
Aftab Ahmed has directed all SHOs 
and SDPOs to take strict action 
against private guards in police, se-
curity forces’ uniform or outfit simi-
lar to the law enforcement agencies. 
A notification issued here said that it 
was observed that some persons keep 
private guards in disguise of police 

or security forces officials which was 
illegal, adding that all SHOs and SD-
POs have been directed to interrogate 
such guards on the spot and arrest 
them for legal action. It further said 
that the arms license of the guard 
should also be checked and if fail to 
produce legal documents should be 
charged under relevant sections and 
intimate the SSP Operations.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Livestock Farmers 
Welfare Association has organized a 
donation collection camp at Govern-
ment College Chowk Peshawar for 
the earthquake affectees of Turkiye 
and Syria. The organization appealed 
to all professionals, including busi-
nessmen, veterinarians, agriculturists 

and government employees to donate 
generously for the earthquake victims 
of Turkiye and Syria, said a press re-
lease issued here on Wednesday. A 
large number of people, particularly 
students and youth are visiting the 
donation collection camp and con-
tributing in the relief fund. (APP)

PESHAWAR:Chairman Mazdoor 
Ittehad and Chief Demolishing In-
spector Town-1, Qaisar Bacha on 
Wednesday clarified that a man 
named Ishaq who used abusive lan-
guage with traders in Nishtarabad, 
has no link with Capital Metropol-
itan. In a statement issued from 
Capital Metropolitan office, Qaisar 
Bacha, General Secretary Mazdoor 
Ittehad Fazal Mahmood and pres-
ident Sahid Mughal said the man, 

Ishaq who was seen quarreling 
and misbehaving with traders in a 
social media post, has no link with 
Town-1 and neither he was our staff 
member. Fazal Mahmood said the 
imposter Ishaq was earlier working 
with a contractor who has also re-
moved him from the job. He said, 
“we totally condemn the ill behavior 
of Ishaq adding that he (Ishaq) has 
no linkage with Town-1 administra-
tion.” (APP)

PESHAWAR: Provincial President of 
the Class-IV Employees Association 
Abdul Sattar Hoti Wednesday de-
manded the provincial government 
to upgrade the overall scale of the 
Class-IV Employees from 5 to 7 and 
resolve their problems at the earliest. 
He expressed these views while ad-
dressing the oath taking ceremony of 
the newly elected cabinet of Class- IV 
employees of the Directorate Gener-
al sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa held 
here at Peshawar Sports Complex. 
Abdul Sattar Hoti congratulated the 
newly elected cabinet soon after he 
took oath from the newly elected of-
fice-bearers and said that Class IV 
employees were the backbone in the 
development process and the provin-
cial government should take practi-
cal steps to provide service structure, 
up-gradation and other facilities to 
the employees. The newly elected 
cabinet members included Sana 

Ullah (Chairman), Amjad Ali (Pres-
ident), Muhammad Amin (Senior 
Vice President), Altaf Khan (Vice 
President), Khalid Khan (General 
Secretary), Miss Hadia Batool (Of-
fice Secretary), Umair Shad (Deputy 
Secretary), Kifayat Ur Rehman (Joint 
Secretary), Athletic Olympian Nas-
rullah (Legal Adviser), Usman Ma-
sih (Information Secretary), Farman 
Ullah and Shakeel Ahmad (Finance 
Secretaries), Masood Afridi (Press 
Secretary), and Masal Khan (Sports 
Secretary). Provincial President Civ-
il Secretariat Altaf Hussain Daudzai, 
General Secretary Khalid Javed and 
Administrator Qayyum Sports Com-
plex Jafar Shah, Administrator Ha-
yatabad Sports Complex Shah Faisal 
and former Deputy Secretary Sports 
Ahmed Rasool Shah, Zakir Khan 
and newly elected President Class IV 
Amjad Ali with other office-bearers 
were also present. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Wednes-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar Uni-
versity Grid Station on February 16, 
20, 25, 28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. due 
to which consumers of 11 KV Rahat 
Abad 1,2, Kohat Road, Gharibabad, 
Danish Abad feeders will face incon-
venience. It said that power supply 
will also remain suspended from 132 
KV Kohat Road, Grid Station on 16th, 
20th, 23rd and 27th February from 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Resultantly, con-
sumers of 11 KV SIDB, PAF Express, 
Kohat road, Wazir Bagh, Sunehri 
Masjid, Bhanamari, Civil Quarter, 
Nothia, Murhid Abad, Abasin, Old 
Deh Bahadar, Old Kohat Road, New 
Kohat Road, Ameen Colony , Bara, 
Nodhia Payan, Dora Road, New Deh 
Bahadar, Landi Arba 1,2,3, Sheikh 
Muhamadi , Pishtakhara, Swati Gate, 
Gulbarg, Scheme Chowk feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Nishtarabad Grid Station on 
16th, 20th, 25th and 27th February 
from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Resultant-
ly, consumer of 11 KV Nishtarabad, 
Islamabad, Sikandar Pura, Zaryab 
feeders will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will also remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar City 

Grid Station on 16th February from 
9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Resultantly, 
consumers of 11 KV Chamkani, Chu-
ghal Pura, Mian Umar Abad, Karim 
Pura, Chowk Yadgar and Faqir Abad 
feeders will face inconvenience. Like-
wise, the power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Peshawar 
Fort Grid Station on 16th, 20th, 25th 
and 28th February from 9:00 a.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. Resultantly, consumers 
of 11 KV Qisa Khwani, Kohati Gate, 
People Mandi feeders will face in-
convenience. The power supply will 
remain suspended from 33 KV Oghi 
– Battal Transmission Line on 16th 
February from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Resultantly, consumers of 132 KV 
Battal grid connected 11 KV feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Mardan –Katlang Transmis-
sion Line on 16th February from 9:00 
a.m.to 1:00 p.m. Resultantly, consum-
ers of 132 KV Katlang grid connect-
ed 11 KV feeders will face inconve-
nience. The power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Kholian Bala 
– Abbottabad Transmission Line on 
16th February from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Resultantly, consumers of 132 
KV Haripur , Kholian Bala and 66 KV 
Haripur and Havelian grid connected 
with 11 KV feeders will face inconve-
nience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Local Government 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has decided 
to collect data on existing facilities 
and particulars of police stations in 
village and neighbourhood councils 
across the province. According to the 
LG Department, secretaries’ councils 
have been directed to compile a com-
plete survey in this regard and send 
the report within 12 days. The profil-
ing of all village and neighbourhood 
councils would start on Thursday 
and the data collected earlier on an 

experimental basis would be erased. 
It said that profiling of those village 
and neighbourhood councils that 
were earlier made on an experimen-
tal basis will be re-conducted for cor-
recting the record. In the profile col-
lection process, details of all existing 
facilities in neighbourhood and union 
councils including details of the lim-
its of the union council, its pictures, 
details of educational and healthcare 
facilities in the area and particulars of 
the area police stations. (APP)

SWAT: Regional Police Officer Mal-
akand Sajjad Khan on Wednesday 
inaugurated a modern and state of 
the art laboratory at Shuhada police 
hospital, police line Kabal. The RPO 
visited the lab and was informed that 
several lab tests which could not be 

performed at the hospital in past 
would now be provided to officials 
of police and their families. The RPO 
appreciated setting up of the lab and 
said that all available resources would 
be utilized for welfare of police offi-
cials and their families. (APP)
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On Sunday, the National Emergency Operations Center (NEOC) an-
nounced that a polio vaccination campaign has been launched in 39 
districts across Pakistan to vaccinate more than 6 million children un-
der the age of five. This action comes after two environmental samples 
collected from two separate sites in La hore tested positive for wild po-
liovirus in January. The circulation of the virus from high-risk districts 
in Southern KP remains a serious challenge when it comes to eradi-
cating polio from the country. As per the findings, the first positive 
sample of 2023 was genet ically linked to the poliovirus found in the 
Nangarhar province of Afghanistan in November. This was the first 
evidence of cross-bor der transmission in more than a year. The second 
positive sample was reported on January 27, which was genetically 
linked to a vi rus circulating in southern parts of KP. The polio drive 
will be held mid-February in full in nine districts, including the sev-
en endemic districts of Bannu, DI Khan, Tank, Lakki Marwat, North 
Waziristan, Upper South Waziristan and Lower South Waziristan, and 
two dis tricts of Punjab – Lahore and Faisalabad. In addition to this, 
partial campaigns will be conducted in 30 oth er districts, and in union 
councils where there is a presence of high-risk mobile populations. 
It is crucial that action is taken in both Af ghanistan and Pakistan, 
because there is evidence that the virus was moving with people and 
circulating in communities. Hence, as long as these pockets remain on 
any side of the border, there will be a threat to children in both coun-
tries. The high-risk areas in KP remain a significant challenge. The 
broader challenges in these areas are not too different from the oth-
ers as they revolve around polio worker motivation, security, access, 
displace ment, mistrust, low public facility provision, and misinformed 
reser vations from the community. However, the added challenge is 
under standing and working around the additional historic, politi-
cal, security, and economic complexities specific to these districts in 
southern KP.

Polio Vaccination Campaign

IRAN observed Islamic revolution 
forty-four years ago on February 11, 
1979. This happened following the 
outbreak of one of the most popular 
contemporary uprisings in the world 
under the leadership of the great man 
in the history of the country, Imam 
Khomeini. The basics of the revolu-
tion were Independence, freedom 
and the Islamic Republic – materi-
alized in three main demands of the 
Iranian nation, derived from the slo-
gans of the people during the Islamic 
Revolution. The denial of the foreign 
domination is one of the most funda-
mental principles of the revolution. 
Before the victory of the Islamic Rev-
olution in Iran, decisions were made 
under the influence of the foreign-
ers. Liberation from oppression and 
establishing a democratic system of 
government based upon spirituality 
and religious values were among the 
other goals of the people. Through 
the referendum meant to determine 
the ruling system of the country, the 
Iranian people, including all walks of 
life namely women and men, tribal 
groups, religious minorities and so 
on determined their destiny for the 
first time by dropping their first vote. 
Following the referendum, the Islamic 
Republic replaced the monarchy with 
a decisive 98% of the votes. Therefore, 
the people voted in favour of the new 
Constitution. According to the new 
Constitution, the legislative and exec-
utive powers head will be elected by 
the direct vote of the people. In this re-
gard, on average, one election is held 
in the country every year, and through 
this, the participation of the people in 
determining the fate of the country is 
guaranteed. Today, from the highest 
officials of the country to the mem-
bers of city councils and local coun-
cils, every sensitive tenure is occupied 
by the direct and indirect popular vote 
of the people. As a result of the estab-
lishment of the Islamic Republic in 
Iran, the nation and the government 
have determined destiny according 
to the will and have taken their own 
path in the current turbulent world by 

adopting an independent policy. The 
model that Iranians have set for the 
past forty years in the international 
community has emerged from inde-
pendence based on constructive inter-
action with the world. Undoubtedly, 
one of the most important manifes-
tations of the Islamic Revolution has 
been the changes in the field of Irani-
an foreign policy, which has led to the 
formation of an independent, active, 
innovative foreign policy based on the 
three principles of dignity, wisdom 
and expediency. At the same time, this 
foreign policy is based on two strong 
and inviolable pillars of non-interfer-
ence in the affairs of others and not 
allowing others to interfere in the in-
ternal affairs of the country. Defend-
ing the rights of the oppressed nations 
of the world (especially Muslims) in 
international forums has been one of 
the principles of the foreign policy of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. In this 
regard, the government and people 
of Iran have always called for the re-
alization of the just ideals of the op-
pressed nation of Palestine and have 
supported their resistance against the 
evils and crimes of the occupying and 
racist Zionist regime. The Islamic Re-
public of Iran believes that all Pales-
tinians (regardless of their religion or 
ethnicity) have the right to determine 
the fate of their occupied territories 
through a comprehensive referendum 
and to provide grounds for return of 
all the Palestinian refugees to their an-
cestral homeland. In order to contin-
ue Iran’s peaceful foreign policy, the 
government has made many efforts 
in the past eight years to de-escalate 
tensions and develop foreign rela-
tions with other countries. Important 
examples of these efforts include the 
initial settlement of the nuclear issue, 
a fruitful presence in international 
forums especially the UN to defend 
the rights of the great nation of Iran 
against US aggression, and to help 
resolve regional crises, strengthening 
regional and trans-regional relations, 
cooperation and fighting against the 
great threat of Takfiri terrorists in the 

region. The Iranian government seeks 
to establish better and greater mutual 
trust with the countries of the region 
and the world and to develop nation-
al and regional security. Constructive 
interaction based on equality, mutual 
respect and common interests is the 
basis of relations of Iran with other 
countries. The Iranian government 
also seeks effective and constructive 
interaction with the outside world, 
building mutual understanding and 
mutual trust with neighbours and oth-
er regional and international actors. 
In the field of regional interaction, 
Iran has made an effective practical 
effort to establish regional coopera-
tion in the fight against terrorism and 
extremism and to establish security 
in the region and is always ready to 
expand this cooperation. In addition, 
efforts to promote regional conver-
gence and strengthen economic ties 
and joint ventures have been on the 
government’s foreign policy agen-
da. Over the past years, the Iranian 
government has always sought to 
strengthen friendly ties with neigh-
bouring countries and non-hostile 
countries of the world and has played 
an active role in establishing peace 
among the countries of the region by 
presenting peaceful plans and efforts. 
Despite various conspiracies of some 
countries in the Persian Gulf region 
against the Iranian nation and espe-
cially their active participation in full 
support of Saddam Hussein’s regime 
during the eight years of the imposed 
war, Iran in order to resolve any mis-
understandings in the region and 
establish stability and security in the 
sensitive region of the Persian Gulf 
has repeatedly extended its hand of 
friendship to the countries of this re-
gion and has announced its readiness 
to cooperate with them. Iran, along 
with the denial of hegemony and bel-
ligerence, believes in a common des-
tiny for the whole of human society, 
respecting international norms and 
paying attention to the principle of 
sovereignty of countries.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

EVERY day in Pakistan brings stories 
of violence against women. But some 
are particularly harrowing in their 
symbolism. The rape of a woman in Is-
lamabad’s F-9 park has been the most 
recent incident to have sent shivers 
down the spine of every woman who 
lives in the city. Not only is it a brutal 
reminder of the precariousness of their 
safety, it also tells them once again that 
the city they inhabit is not theirs. The 
F-9 park, which until some years ago 
was called the Capital Park and more 
recently Fatima Jinnah Park, is Islam-
abad’s most recognisable public space, 
central to social and cultural life. An 
expanse of green space in the middle of 
an ever-growing metropolis, it is where 
the city’s residents connect with nature, 
stretch on the grass, spread picnic blan-
kets under trees and sun themselves on 
winter afternoons. In a deeply classist 
and unequal city, the park is also a rare 
democratising space. Islamabad has 
only a handful of venues for cultural and 
literary activities, access to which is gov-
erned by class rules. And so, for years, 
the park has been a venue for study 
circles, poetry readings, art classes and 

photo walks. With the city’s prominent 
feminist groups choosing the park as 
the venue for last year’s Aurat Azadi 
Jalsa, the park had also become a space 
for protest and politics. A violent sexual 
assault on the grounds of this park is a 
chilling reminder to the women of Is-
lamabad that they are not safe in public 
spaces. The victim-blaming statements 
in the wake of the incident and calls 
on social media to ban women from 
entering parks at night further denies 
them the right to the city and its pub-
lic spaces. Pakistan’s capital has long 
treated its women and marginalised 
citizens with utter callousness. Poor and 
working class residents were excluded 
from its very design, and policies intro-
duced in subsequent years only served 
to strengthen its exclusionary and elit-
ist character. Its wide avenues and lack 
of affordable and safe public transport 
are near impossible to navigate with-
out a car. Prohibitive real estate prices 
have pushed even the middle classes to 
poorly connected suburbs, forcing the 
mass of workers to commute for hours 
on perpetually dug-up roads. Frequent 
anti-encroachment drives target small-

scale vendors operating from carts 
and stalls and run bulldozers over the 
homes of the poor. For its women resi-
dents, Islamabad becomes more unsafe 
and unwelcoming each day. Students 
and working women struggle to find 
safe and affordable accommodation, 
with the authorities often serving no-
tices to private hostels established in 
residential areas. The commute from 
places of work and study is increasingly 
expensive and difficult. In public spac-
es, women navigate sexual harassment 
and fear of violence. Even in the city’s 
heavily policed red zone, which was re-
cently expanded to include sectors F-6 
and F-7, women are routinely stalked, 
followed, honked at and propositioned. 
In 2020, the Aurat Azadi March was vi-
olently attacked by extremist religious 
groups whose fortified multistorey 
centres, illegally constructed in green 
areas, are mushrooming across the 
city.  Pakistan’s capital belongs to all its 
residents and must change to become 
inclusive and safe for women and work-
ing-class people, not just rich, powerful, 
gun-wielding men.
- Courtesy: DAWN
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Post revolution Iran
— By Naveed Aman Khan

Right to the city    — By Shiza Malik
– Developmental impacts
Depression can have significant 
impacts on both the individual and 
society as a whole. On an individ-
ual level, depression can greatly 
affect a person’s quality of life. It 
can cause a person to lose inter-
est in activities they once enjoyed, 
have difficulty in maintaining re-
lationships and performing daily 
tasks, and in severe cases, lead to 
thoughts of self-harm or suicide. 
People with depression also expe-
rience a high degree of emotional 
distress and may suffer from anx-
iety, hopelessness, and feelings of 
worthlessness. On a societal level, 
depression can be a major contrib-
utor to lost productivity, absentee-
ism, and disability. It can also lead 
to increased healthcare costs, both 
due to treatment and due to other 
health issues, that may arise as a re-
sult of depression. In addition, de-
pression can also lead to increased 
rates of poverty, unemployment, 
and crime, as well as other social 
problems. Moreover, depression 
can also have a negative impact on 
the economy as it can lead to de-
creased productivity and increased 
absenteeism, which can lead to 
lower GDP growth. It can affect 
individuals’ ability to work, which 
can lead to loss of income and fi-
nancial strain on families, and also 
lead to decreased consumer spend-
ing which can negatively impact 
the economy. It’s important to note 
that depression is a treatable men-
tal illness and with the right sup-
port, people with depression can 
recover and lead fulfilling lives. 
Seeking help from a mental health 
professional is an important step 
for individuals struggling with de-
pression, and investing in mental 
health resources can have a posi-
tive impact on both individuals and 
society as a whole.
– Possible treatments
Depression is a treatable condi-
tion and there are several differ-
ent treatment options available. 
The most common treatments for 
depression include: a. Therapy: 
This can include cognitive-behav-

ioral therapy (CBT), which helps 
individuals identify and change 
negative thought patterns, or talk 
therapy, which can help individuals 
understand and work through their 
feelings and emotions. b. Medica-
tion: Antidepressant medication 
can be effective in reducing symp-
toms of depression. c. Selective se-
rotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) 
are the most commonly prescribed 
antidepressants and they work by 
increasing the levels of serotonin, a 
chemical in the brain that regulates 
mood. d. Electroconvulsive therapy 
(ECT): ECT is a treatment option 
for severe depression that has not 
responded to other treatments. It 
involves passing a small electric 
current through the brain to trig-
ger a seizure. ECT is typically done 
under general anesthesia and is 
usually administered on an outpa-
tient basis. e. Light therapy: In the 
case of seasonal affective disorder 
(SAD), light therapy can be used 
to mimic the effects of natural sun-
light on the body and brain, help-
ing to regulate mood. f. Transcra-
nial magnetic stimulation (TMS) : 
This is a non-invasive procedure 
where magnetic fields are used to 
stimulate nerve cells in the brain. It 
is used to help alleviate symptoms 
of depression for those who have 
not responded to other treatment 
options. g. Lifestyle changes: Regu-
lar exercise, healthy diet, adequate 
sleep, and stress management tech-
niques can help to alleviate symp-
toms of depression. It’s important 
to note here that the treatment of 
depression is best determined by a 
mental health professional and can 
vary depending on the individual’s 
symptoms and needs. A combina-
tion of therapy, medication, and 
lifestyle changes can be effective 
in treating depression. It’s also im-
portant to continue treatment even 
after symptoms improve to prevent 
relapses. It’s important to note that 
early intervention and treatment 
can help to mitigate the negative 
effects of depression on human de-
velopment.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Deep effects of depression (Part 2 of 2)
— By Rajkumar Rao

Your mindset matters
Mindset means the beliefs people hold 
about them selves. This determines 
behav ior, outlook, and mental attitude. 
People differ from each other be cause 
they think differently, act differently, 
and cope different ly from each other. 
But why are some people smarter or 
more moral than others? Dr. Carol Su-
san Dweck, an American psy chologist, 
in her most famous book ‘Mindset’ 
has described the two types of mind-
sets; fixed and growth. People with 
a growth mindset view intelligence, 
abili ties, and talents as learnable and 
capable of improvement through ef-
fort. On the other hand, those with a 
fixed mindset view those same traits 
as inherently stable and unchangeable 
over time. A fixed mindset believes 

that in telligence, talents, and personal-
ities are fixed traits that cannot grow 
and these are static. So they believe, we 
are born with a cer tain level of ability 
or special skills and we are unable to 
improve our level of abilities over time. 
It leads to a desire to look smart and 
therefore a tendency to avoid challeng-
es, give up easily, see ef forts as fruit-
less or worse, ignore useful negative 
feedback, and feel threatened by the 
success of oth ers. As a result, they may 
plateau early and achieve less than 
their full potential. That’s a determin-
istic view of the world. The fixed mind-
set is one of the main rea sons behind 
people’s failure. For instance, a per-
son with a fixed mindset believes that 
he is either good at something or not. 
Whereas a person with a growth mind-

set believes that his most basic abilities 
can be de veloped through dedication 
and hard work. This view creates a 
love of learning and resilience that is 
essential for great accom plishment. It 
leads to a desire to learn and therefore 
a tendency to embrace challenges, en-
dure obstacles, see efforts as a path to 
mastery, learn from criticism, finding 
lessons and inspiration in the success 
of others. As a result, he reaches ever 
higher-ups levels of achievement. We 
must adopt a growth mind set if we 
want to be successful. Be cause life is 
full of challenges, fail ures, unexpected 
tragic events, and many more. Only 
those with growth mindsets can sur-
vive in all these situations.
– Mohammad Usama Aamir
– Islamabad

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: An eleven-member 
United States Army Central (US-
ARCENT) delegation led by Ma-
jor General Wendul Glenn Hagler, 
Deputy Command General has ar-
rived in Islamabad for taking part 
in a four-day interactive session 
with National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) officials 
and relevant stake holders dealing 
with Disaster Management (DM).  
The sessions are aimed to acquire 
knowledge from each other’s expe-
riences, find common zones for fu-
ture shared cooperation and to work 
out modalities for training Paki-
stani disaster management officials 
through FEMA, academia exchange 
program and sharing of latest tech-
nology-driven software/products to 
forecast changing weather condi-
tions to plan well ahead of disasters. 
After welcoming remarks by the 
Chairman NDMA Lt. Gen. Inam 
Haider Malik, the delegation was 

briefed about the devastating effects 
of Floods 2022, Pakistan experi-
enced owing to unprecedented rain-
fall patterns. The NDMA brief also 
identified the shortfalls in DM sys-
tem of Pakistan based on the lessons 
learnt during the calamites faced by 
the country in 2022 and indicated 
areas where possible US coopera-
tion is urgently required.  During the 
discussion the Chairman informed 
the house about reshaping of NEOC 
and shift from reactive to proactive 
mode. “There is a dire need for mid-
course discussion over redefining 
the SDG goals owing to its limited 
achievement, as climate change is 

not restricted to one country but the 
whole globe is being affected, he 
further suggested. While mention-
ing the role of INGOs/NGOs & DM 
Partners he stressed upon imminent 
requirement to align/coordinate 
their activities as per requirements 
of vulnerable areas/people to evade 
replication of efforts and resource.    
NDMA with remodeled approach 
is now focusing primarily on 
fore-warning of weather patterns re-
sulting in disasters, creating a com-
mon operating picture predicting 
hazards months in advance and  in-
corporating National/Regional uni-
versities through National Institute 
of Disaster Management (NIDM) to 
create a research based think tank. 
Chairman also raised questions 
whether there is possibility to work 
on global climate stress reversal and 
replacement of disaster risk reduc-
tion (DRR) with Disaster Risk Elim-
ination (DRE). (APP)

Maryam to chair meeting of PML-N youth wings 
at district level: Marriyum

Rs2474.87 mln released for 15 aviation sector 
projects in 7 months

COMSATS, SCS join hands to promote CPEC, BRI

74,524 vehicles registered in ICT during last 7 months

Australia announces  additional A$5 million  
financial support for flood relief operations

Police recover 3600 grams hashish, 24,000  
Pakistani fake currency

Two bids to smuggle 820 wheat flour bags foiled

ANF recover 565 kg hashish, arrested five drug peddlers

Airport staff return passengers’ lost valuables

‘Under One Roof’ exhibition continues  
to attract art lovers

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League (Nawaz) spokesperson Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said on Wednesday 
that a meeting of the party’s youth 
wings officials of different districts 
of Punjab will be held today at Model 
Town, Lahore. In a statement, she said 
that party’s Senior Vice President and 
Chief Organizer Maryam Nawaz will 
preside over the meeting. The meet-
ing would review the organizational 
structure of the youth wing and the 
social media section, she added. She 
said that problems faced by the youth 
would be discussed and suggestions 
from them will be taken. Officials of 

Youth Wings will give suggestions for 
the preparation of ‘Youth Charter’, 
the minister said adding that consul-
tation on youth policy would also be 
in the meeting. She said that Maryam 
Nawaz will throw light on the PML-N 
priorities for youth development pol-
icy.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
so far released funds amounting 
to Rs 2474.87 million, under the 
Public Sector Development Pro-
gramme (PSDP 2022-23) against a 
total allocation of Rs2484.87 mil-
lion to execute 15 different projects 
and schemes aimed at ensuring 
improved aviation sector services 
in the country. Out of the total au-
thorization/disbursement of Rs 
2474.87 million, around Rs462.39 
million have been utilized on the 
aviation sector projects during a sev-
en-month period (July-January) of 
the current fiscal year, according to 
official data available with APP. As 
per the PSDP document, an amount 
of Rs 2.303 billion had been allo-
cated for 10 ongoing schemes, out 
of which Rs 60 million were meant 
for construction of Airport Security 
Force Camp at Islamabad Interna-
tional Airport, Rs 29.871 million for 
building barrack accommodation 
for ASP personnel along with Mess 
and allied facilities, ladies rest room, 

MT, Store, Kote Magazine, Quarter-
guard and OC accommodation/room 
at Skardu Airport, Rs4 million for 
construction of Barrack accommo-
dation for ASF personnel along with 
Mess and allied facilities, MT, Store, 
Visitors Room, Ladies Rest Room, 
Kote Magazine, Quarter Guard, and 
OC accommodation/Room at Chitral 
Airport, Rs 5 million for construction 
of double storey Barracks for ASF at 
Faisalabad Airport, Rs 5 million for 
construction of Rain Water Harvest-
ing Kasana Dam at Islamabad Inter-
national Airport, Rs 25 million for for 
installation of Weather Surveillance 
Radar at Karachi, Rs580 million for 
installation of Weather Surveillance 
Radar at Multan, Rs 10 million for 
installation of Weather Surveillance 
Radar at Sukkur, Rs 2 billion for new 
Gwadar International Airport (NGIA 
project), Rs 150 million for up-gra-
dation of ASF Academy, Karachi and 
Rs 15 million for up-gradation of 
ASF Academy, Karachi (Feasibility 
& Supervision).(APP)

ISLAMABAD: COMSATS University 
Islamabad and the Institute of Peace 
and Diplomatic Studies, Pakistan 
here on Wednesday joined hands to 
promote China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI), and further strengthen 
the friendship between Pakistan and 
China. In this regard, a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between 
China Study Centre, COMSATS Uni-
versity Islamabad, and Centre for 
BRI and China Studies – Institute of 
Peace and Diplomatic Studies, Pa-
kistan, was signed at Junaid Zaidi 
Library, COMSATS University Islam-
abad, said a press release issued here 
on Wednesday. The MoU is focused 
on joint research collaborations and 

the development of programs to avail 
government and non-government 
research funding, academic publi-
cations, and training to improve the 
scientific, academic, and research 
levels of both institutions. There will 
also be an exchange of experienced 
scholars and promotion of China-Pa-
kistan relations, friends of the BRI 
forum, and other important subjects 
of mutual interest. The exchange of 
information and opinions on topics 
related to politics, economics, social 
and strategic studies, internation-
al relations, foreign policy, regional 
and interregional development, and 
other topics and issues of common 
interest to both parties are also part 
of the memorandum.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Excise and Taxa-
tion Department Islamabad has regis-
tered a total of 74,524 vehicles during 
the last seven months from July 2022 
to February 2023. Talking to APP, Di-
rector Excise and Taxation Depart-
ment, Bilal Azam said during the last 
seven months (July 2022 to February 
15, 2023) 74,524 public and private 
vehicles were registered in four main 
categories. “A total number of 72,432 
vehicles were registered in private 
category, which includes 40,726 mo-
torcycles and 23,011 motorcars.” 
“Moreover, 6078 jeeps, 1791 vans, 815 
pick-up vans, 7 ambulances, 3 wagons 
and a bus is registered in the E&T of-
fice during the last seven months,” he 
said. He said a total of 714 commer-
cial vehicles were registered which 

includes 605 pick-ups, 33 wagons, 
26 trucks/dumpers, 30 mini trucks, 
04 trucks, 8 coasters and seven trac-
tors. “Meanwhile, in the government 
vehicles category, a total of 1377 ve-
hicles were registered which includes 
346 motor cars, 382 motorcycles, 305 
pick-up vans, 138 vans, 12 buses, 61 
jeeps, 34 tractors, 63 trucks, 12 wag-
ons, 08 ambulances, 10 minibuses, 3 
forklifters, 2 tankers and one crane. 
Whereas, only one tractor was regis-
tered in the agriculture category,” he 
said. Azam said that Excise teams are 
conducting raids against agent mafia 
on regular basis, he urged the public 
not to approach agents, and directly 
visit his office if they have any issues 
regarding the transfer and registra-
tion process.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Government of 
Australia has announced to double 
its support to the Pakistan flood re-
sponse by providing an additional 
A$5 million in immediate humani-
tarian assistance, bringing its total 
support to A$10 million.  This new 
funding will complement govern-
ment efforts to address the serious 
nutrition situation facing commu-
nities affected by the devastating 
flooding in Pakistan. According to 
a press release issued here by the 
Australian High Commission in Is-
lamabad, Australia’s Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, Senator the Hon 
Penny Wong, said, “The growing 
scale of food insecurity and human 

suffering is deeply concerning. The 
Australian Government is commit-
ted to ensuring our humanitarian 
assistance responds to the great-
est needs.” Meanwhile, Australia’s 
High Commissioner to Pakistan, 
Neil Hawkins, in a meeting with 
the Chairman of the National Disas-
ter Management Authority, Lt Gen 
Inam Haider Malik on 14 February 
said, “This additional funding will 
help alleviate the poor food security 
and nutrition situation, particularly 
focusing on women and children.” 
Last month, the High Commissioner 
visited Sindh and met with flood-af-
fected communities, and toured 
their villages. (APP)

KOHAT: Gumbat police station on 
Wednesday foiled bid to smuggle 
drug and fake Pakistani Currency 
notes and arrested two accused. Ac-
cording to SHO Gumbat Fazal Mu-
hammad the accused were appre-
hended during snap checking on the 

GT road, adding that 3600 grams of 
hashish and 24000 fake Pakistani 
currency notes were recovered from 
Abdullah resident of Shadipur and 
Daniyal resident of Swabi and shift-
ed to police station for further legal 
action and interrogation. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
here on Wednesday foiled two bids 
to smuggle 820 wheat flour bags. 
According to a district administra-
tion spokesman, the authorities of 
the food department along with 
Potohar Division police conducted 
raids and rounded up two drivers 
namely Lal Zameen and Usama, 
and recovered 820 wheat flour bags 

from their possession. He informed 
that the accused were trying to ille-
gally ship wheat flour bags out of 
the Rawalpindi division. He said the 
Food Department Rawalpindi and 
district police, on the directives of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Rawal-
pindi, were strictly monitoring all 
the exit points of Rawalpindi district 
to foil wheat and flour smuggling 
bids. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) seized over 565 hashish and 
arrested five drug peddlers while con-
ducting counter-narcotics operations 
throughout the country. According to 
a spokesperson, the ANF seized 546 
kg of hashish from secret boxes in the 
floor of the truck near DI Khan York 
Toll Plaza and arrested one drug ped-
dler. In another operation in Manseh-
ra, the force arrested a drug pusher 
and seized over 2 kg of hashish. In the 
operation, the ANF recovered over 4 
kg of hashish and arrested two drug 
peddlers near Etihad Town, Karachi. 

The force seized over 2 kg of Hash-
ish from a woman. She was going to 
Dubai from Islamabad Internation-
al Airport on Flight No. ER 701. The 
ANF while conducting operations 
near Islamabad Motorway Toll Pla-
za, seized over 9 kg of hashish from 
a car and arrested a drug smuggler. 
The force has recovered over 2 kg of 
hashish from the accused resident of 
Abbottabad while conducting an op-
eration in the Islamabad F-8/1 area. 
The cases have been registered under 
the Anti-Narcotics Act against all the 
arrested accused.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Staff performing du-
ties at Islamabad International Airport 
(IIAP) and Allama Iqbal International 
Airport (AIIP) have exhibited exem-
plary professional responsibilities and 
honesty by recovering and returning 
the lost luggage to the passengers who 
had left their valuable items at the air 
facilities mistakenly. The valuables in-
cluded gold ornaments, foreign Cur-
rency, and precious wristwatches that 
had been handed over to their owners 
and representatives after verifying 

through close-circuit camera footages 
at the IIAP and AIIP, a Pakistan Civil 
Aviation Authority (PCAA) news re-
lease said on Wednesday. A passenger 
at the AIIP had left his bag, contain-
ing gold bangles, chain/locket, and 
branded wristwatches, in the luggage 
trolley. While an Afghan national had 
left his bag with US$ 2500 in it at an 
immigration counter of the Federal In-
vestigation Agency (FIA) at IIAP while 
departing for Doha, the capital of Qa-
tar.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: ’Under One Roof’ - an 
exhibition of exquisite art works by 
seventeen talented artists - continues 
to attract art lovers and students here 
at the Satrang Art Gallery. Among 
the artists is Aniqa Haider, a visual 
artist whose work includes illustra-
tion based pieces for GenderIT Asia 
Edition and feature art works for Dig-
ital Rights Monitor. Azanat Mansoor 
explores various themes of dream se-
quences oscillating between fact and 
fiction. She reconstructs these images 
onto tangible surfaces traced through 
her dreams and memories. She utiliz-
es a wide range of mediums like col-
lage, photo transfer and drawing to 
document these experiences. Dhou-
fishan Raza’s work revolves around 
concepts related to poetry, literature 
and music. “Living in the subconti-
nent, it’s almost impossible to not get 
inspired by the poets, artists, musi-
cians, and scholars of this land. I have 
been interested in different types of 
art, including music, cinema, litera-
ture, poetry, and visual arts for as long 

as I can remember. “My work starts 
from a tiny single detail, and that is 
what defines that piece. It may be a 
form, a color, a design, or a thought; 
I simply disintegrate things and then 
try to re-associate them by following 
a certain harmony which is a product 
of my own perception of this world,” 
she said. Emaan Pirzada’s work has 
been part of numerous prestigious 
shows and festivals in Karachi, La-
hore, Islamabad, South Korea and 
Ras Al Khaimah UAE. She had the 
honour of representing Pakistan in 
the ‘Painting Old Buildings’ project in 
Cairo, Egypt. Faten Suleman has been 
a part of several group shows in Ka-
rachi, Islamabad and Lahore and her 
creative artworks are found among 
many private collections. With over 
20 group shows and a solo exhibition 
Faten brings together subconscious 
thoughts meshed with surreal im-
agery. “My work started off with the 
idea of absence and loneliness even 
when surrounded by throngs of peo-
ple. (APP)

US ARCENT Team Arrives Pakistan - Visited NDMA

Man Gunned Down

One held, two escaped in 
encounter with police

Two street  
criminals arrested

Fund raising camp held

SARGODHA: A man was gunned 
down by unidentified motorcyclists 
at Chak No113-SB in the jurisdiction 
of Atta Shaheed Police on Wednes-
day. A police spokesman said Liaqat 
Ali of 113-SB was present in his Dera 
with his guests when the accused 
shot him dead, and fled away. On 
information, police reached the spot 
and shifted the body to a local hos-
pital. Police had started investigation 
besides finding out reasons of the 
murder,the spokesman added. (APP)

KHANEWAL: A robber was held 
while two of his accomplices were 
reported to have fled during a police 
encounter in the limits of Kabir Wala 
police station here Tuesday night. Po-
lice said three unidentified burglars 
were busy in robbing at Hajipur road 
near Rangpur bridge. On receiving 
call at 15, police raided under SHO of 
the police station. Upon seeing police, 
the robbers resorted to blind firing. 
Police opened fire in self-defence, as 
a result of which, two accused fled 
while firing and one of the robber 
jumped into the canal. The police 
team arrested the injured robber with 
help of the locals from Inayatpur, a 
nearby location of the canal. The ar-
rested robber was identified as Qaiser 
Khokhar who along with accomplices 
in Kabir Walla and surrounding areas 
used to block roads with tree branch-
es and steal valuables from the people 
at gunpoint. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawal-
pindi Police on Wednesday arrested 
two street criminals and recovered 
four mobile phones, weapons, a 
motorcycle and other items from 
their possession. According to a po-
lice spokesman, Pirwadhai police 
arrested two members of a street 
criminal gang identified as Fazal 
and Akbar, wanted in various cases. 
He informed that the police team, 
constituted under the supervision 
of SHO Pirwadhai Police Station on 
the directives of the Superintendent 
of Police, Rawal, conducted a raid 
and managed to net the accused 
and recovered four mobile phones, 
weapons, a motorcycle and other 
items from their possession. The ac-
cused have been sent to jail for an 
identification parade, he informed.
(APP)

SARGODHA: Khubaib Girls school 
and College Sargodha organized 
a fund raising camp for the earth-
quake victims of Turkey and Syria 
here on Wednesday. On the occa-
sion, students and teachers depos-
ited their donations. Principal Mad-
am Sarwat Ansar said that “we are 
standing with Turkiye and Syria 
earthquake victims in this difficult 
time”She said Khubaib foundation 
teams were in Turkiye to help earth-
quake victims. ‘Turkiye has always 
supported us in times of difficulty 
and today is our time to support 
them’,she added. (APP)
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PM stresses collaboration with IAEA to reduce climate change losses
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Wednesday stressed 
greater collaboration with Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
in terms of research on new high-
yield and drought resistant varieties 
of crops. In a meeting with Director 
General IAEA Rafael Mariano Gros-
si, the prime minister emphasized 
collaboration in view of the impact 
of climate change on Pakistan and 
related challenges including water, 
energy and food security. Shehbaz 
Sharif noted the contribution of 

nuclear power generation to Paki-
stan’s energy mix as a cleaner and 
more affordable source of energy. 
The prime minister appreciated the 
ongoing cooperation between the 
IAEA and Pakistan in the areas of 
health, agriculture, industry, nuclear 
medicine and power generation. He 
expressed Pakistan’s full support for 
various projects and programmes of 
the Agency and conveyed Pakistan’s 
keenness to expand its footprints in 
the Agency’s work both as a recip-
ient and provider of expertise and 

technical assistance. Director Gen-
eral Grossi was briefed about the 
crucial role being played by the 19 
cancer hospitals being operated by 
the Pakistan Atomic Energy Com-
mission (PAEC) which were bearing 
the bulk of cancer burden in Paki-
stan and offering services to the 
general public at nominal rates. The 
IAEA Director General agreed to the 
need for expanding applications of 
nuclear technology in countries like 
Pakistan to address a whole suite of 
climate-related challenges. (APP)

FM, IAEA chief discuss use of nuclear  
technology in areas of public interest

Pakistan’s Medical, Rescue teams, relief items 
reach Damascus

ECP seeks IK’s reply in party chief removal case

3.3 magnitude earthquake tremors felt in Swat, 
parts of KPK

4.2 magnitude quake felt in Lower Dir

People’s Pink Bus Service to be launched on Feb 18

Crackdown launched to check overcharging, hoarding

IUB holds 3rd international conference on 
Public Policy and Good Governance

ANF recovers over 667 kg drugs; arrests seven

Govt taking various steps to resolve problems 
of overseas Pakistanis: Sajid Turi

Renowned health practitioner killed in Mastung

Shutdown against Modi’s despotic actions  
disrupts normal life in IIOJK

Commissioner inaugurates new Rescue 1122 
station on University Road

ISLAMABAD: Foreign Minister 
Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and Direc-
tor General of International Atom-
ic Energy Agency (IAEA) Rafael 
Mariano Grossi met Wednesday to 
discuss matters relating to nuclear 
technology. The foreign minister 
emphasized for using atomic energy 
in areas of public interest including 
health, electricity generation, agri-
culture, and industries. The IAEA 
director general lauded the nuclear 
capability of Pakistan, the Foreign 
Office said. Rafael Mariano Grossi is 
on a visit to Pakistan from February 
15 and 16. During his two-day vis-
it, the DG IAEA will hold high-lev-

el meetings and undertake visits 
to different institutions employing 
nuclear technology in the fields of 
health, agriculture, industries, and 
power generation. The Foreign Of-
fice said: “The visit will provide an 
opportunity for Pakistan and the 
IAEA to explore avenues for further 
strengthening their ongoing cooper-
ation in the area of peaceful appli-
cations of nuclear technology for 
the socio-economic development of 
the country.”Pakistan is a founding 
Member of the Agency since 1957 
and enjoys longstanding and mutu-
ally beneficial collaboration with the 
IAEA. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The medical and res-
cue teams sent by National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) 
along with relief items have reached 
Damascus as part of special relief sent 
to earthquake-hit Turkiye and Syria. 
The equipment and teams were sent 
to Damascus by a specially chartered 
plane from Islamabad Airport, the 

NDMA spokesperson said. He added 
that a Pakistan International Airline 
(PIA) flight left for Turkiye with more 
relief supplies including 6.7 tonnes 
of consignment comprising large 
winterised tents. The NDMA Spokes-
person said Pakistan stands with the 
people of Turkiye and Syria in this 
difficult time.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Wednesday 
sought a reply from former Prime 
Minister Imran Khan in a case per-
taining to stripping him from the 
post of party chief following his dis-
qualification in the Toshakhana refer-
ence. An ECP bench heard the case 
of removing Imran Khan from the 
party chairmanship in the election 
commission. The bench adjourned 
the hearing of the case till March 07. 
Barrister Gohar, representing Imran 
Khan pleaded that the case should be 
dismissed as the counsel of the peti-
tioner, Afaq Ahmed has not yet ap-
peared before the bench. ECP mem-
ber Ikramullah asked him to submit 
arguments first. Gohar said the La-

hore High Court (LHC) has already 
restricted ECP from taking any action 
against Imran and referred the case 
to the full bench for hearing. The ECP 
bench asked the counsel to submit a 
copy of the application filed in LHC. 
The bench observed that the LHC 
has not restricted the ECP to hear the 
case. Gohar said the ECP has taken 
suo moto notice in the current case. 
ECP member Ikramullah said the 
ECP has no powers to take any suo 
moto notice. Petitioner was also being 
issued notice. Later, the election com-
mission sought a response from Im-
ran Khan in the case of removal from 
party chairmanship before the next 
hearing and postponed the further 
hearing of the case till March 7. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: An earthquake mea-
suring 3.3 on the Richter scale jolted 
Swat, Lower Dir and their adjoining 
areas in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Wednesday morning. According to 
details, National Seismic Monitoring 
Centre, Islamabad confirmed that no 
loss of life and property was report-
ed from any part of Mirpur due to the 

earthquake, private news channels 
reported. People came out of their 
homes in panic and started reciting 
verses from the Holy Qur’an. Accord-
ing to the National Seismic Monitor-
ing Centre, the epicenter of the earth-
quake was located near the Malakand 
Division of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa at 
the depth of 30 kilometres.(APP)

DIR LOWER: A mild earthquake mea-
suring 4.2 on the Richter scale was felt 
in the Lower Dir district during the 
wee hours on Wednesday. According 
to the district administration’s report, 
the earthquake was felt at 05:43 a.m. 

and its epicenter was four kilometers 
from Talash tehsil. The Rescue 1122 
Dir Lower said its control room did 
not receive any call regarding harm 
to human life or property in the earth-
quake. (APP)

SUKKUR: Former Mayor Sukkur Bar-
rister Arslan Sheikh on Wednesday 
said that the People’s Pink Bus Service 
will be launched here on February 18, 
to facilitate women travelers. He said 
Sindh government had decided to 

launch People’s Pink Bus service for 
women, here, after its success in Kara-
chi and Hyderabad. Sukkur would be 
the third city where such kind of trans-
port facilities will be available only for 
women, said Arslan. (APP)

TANK: Additional Assistant Com-
missioner(AAC) Jamshed Alam on 
Wednesday paid a visit to several fill-
ing stations on Tank-DI Khan road,-
checked the rate and gauge for the 
provision of petroleum products to 
consumers. He undertook the visit 
as part of a crackdown, the district 
administration has launched against 
profiteers to extend relief to citizens. 

He also checked supply and fuel 
stocks at storage tanks, adding that 
action would be taken against those 
filling stations that were found prof-
iteering by tempering with scales to 
cheat people. He said that the district 
administration was committed to ex-
tending relief to people and in this re-
gard, no violation would be tolerated.
(APP)

Bahawalpur: The Department of 
Political Science, the Islamia Uni-
versity of Bahawalpur organized 
the 3rd international conference on 
Public Policy and Good Governance 
in the present era has started. The 
conference was inaugurated by Vice 
Chancellor, the Islamia University 
of Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob. On this occasion, Vice 
Chancellor Bahauddin Zakaria Uni-
versity Multan Prof. Dr. Mansoor 
Akbar Kundi, former Vice Chancel-
lor Bahauddin Zakaria University 
Multan Prof. Dr. Khawaja Alkamah, 
Director of Faculty of Public Policy 
Rafa International University Islam-
abad Dr. Rashid Aftab were pres-
ent. Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar Mahboob 
said in his address that organizing 
a conference on the most important 
topic by the Department of Political 

Science is a good initiative. He said 
that the role of academia is very im-
portant for good governance which 
can solve the challenges faced in this 
regard by formulating principles of 
governance based on policy. On this 
occasion, the presence of political 
science and governance experts will 
inform the faculty and students about 
the latest developments in this field. 
Dean Faculty of Social Sciences Prof. 
Dr. Rubina Bhatti said that the sub-
ject of governance is very important 
both nationally and internationally 
is important and has very important 
implications in social and economic 
development. Chairman Department 
of Political Science Prof. Dr. Musa-
vir Hussain Bukhari said that 5 in-
ternational conferences have been 
organized under the auspices of this 
department. (Press Release)

RAWALPINDI: The Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) in six different opera-
tions recovered over 667 kg drugs and 
arrested seven accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman on Wednes-
day. He said that the ANF foiled a bid to 
smuggle narcotics from Balochistan to 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad via Dera Ismail 
Khan and recovered over 546 kg hash-
ish from secret cavities of a truck inter-
cepted near D I Khan Yarik toll plaza. 
A drug smuggler resident of Khyber 
was also rounded up during the oper-
ation. In another raid, the ANF foiled a 
bid to smuggle drugs from Mansehra 
to Haripur and recovered 2.5 kg hash-

ish from the possession of an accused 
resident of Mansehra. In third opera-
tion, the ANF conducted a raid near 
Karachi Etihad Town and recovered 
four kg hashish from the possession 
of two drug traffickers. Over 2.3 kg 
hashish was also recovered at Islam-
abad International Airport from the 
possession of a Dubai-bound female 
passenger, resident of Faisalabad, go-
ing on flight no. ER-701. In the fifth 
operation conducted near Islamabad 
Motorway Toll Plaza, the ANF seized 
9.6 kg hashish from secret cavities of 
a car and arrested an accused resident 
of Charsada.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sajid Hussain 
Turi said that the incumbent govern-
ment was taking various steps for 
their welfare and to resolve the issues 
of expatriates on a priority basis. The 
minister was addressing the Paki-
stani community at the office of the 
Pakistan Association Dubai (PAD) 
on Wednesday, said a press release 
here. Federal Minister appreciated 
the role and services of PAD and as-
sured full cooperation for the better-
ment of Overseas Pakistanis. During 
the visit, the Federal Minister met the 

Pakistani community living in Dubai 
and discussed various issues related 
to them. Pakistan values brotherly 
relations with UAE and both states 
have strong relations on a religious, 
social, cultural and business level. He 
said that UAE has helped Pakistan in 
every difficult time, and the UAE’s 
role in organizing the World Govern-
ment Summit 2023 is commendable. 
Pakistan is representing Abu Dhabi 
Dialogue at the World Government 
Summit and sideline meetings will 
have positive results on the country’s 
economy and development, he added.
(APP)

QUETTA: A renowned health practi-
tioner was killed by unidentified men 
in the Mastung district of Balochistan 
in the wee hours of Wednesday. Po-
lice said that Abdul Baqi, the famous 
Hakeem, was gunned down by armed 
men when he was going to his clin-

ic. The assailants managed to escape. 
Soon after the incident, local admin-
istration reached the site and shifted 
the body to the hospital for medico-le-
gal formalities. The cause of the kill-
ing is yet to be ascertained. Further 
probe is underway.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: In the Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK), normal life has been disrupted 
due to a shutdown, on Wednesday, 
against the Narendra Modi-led fascist 
Indian government’s policies to evict 
the Kashmiri people from their lands 
and properties and settle the Indian 
Hindus there to change the demo-
graphic composition of the territory. 
According to Kashmir Media Service, 
the call for the strike was given by 

the All Parties Hurriyat Conference. 
Shops and businesses in Srinagar 
and other major cities and towns in 
the Kashmir Valley were being closed 
while movement of traffic on the roads 
is very thin. Indian police and troops 
forced shopkeepers in Lal Chowk, 
Hari Singh High Street and other ar-
eas of Srinagar to open their shops by 
threatening them to seize their outlets 
and imposing heavy fine if they did not 
follow the instructions. (APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Commissioner 
Dera Ismail Khan Division Amir Afaq 
on Wednesday inaugurated a newly 
built station(66) at University Road 
near Chashma Sugar Mills -1. The 
new station has been inaugurated on 
the orders of Secretary Relief Yousaf 
Rahim to extend the emergency ser-
vice 1122 to more areas of the district. 
A smartly-turned out squad of rescue 
personnel presented a salute while 
District Emergency Officer Owais 
Babar delivered a welcome address, 
highlighting the services of the Res-
cue 1122 especially, during flood sit-

uation. Speaking on the occasion, the 
Commissioner said the establishment 
of Rescue 1122 station on Universi-
ty Road would expand the scope of 
emergency services to more areas of 
the district including Tehsil Prova and 
besides providing international stan-
dard quality services to adjoining ar-
eas. He said Rescue 1122 was playing 
an effective role in saving human lives 
by providing timely services during 
emergencies and the service would 
also be launched in all the remaining 
tehsils of the district including Dara-
ban, Kulachi. (APP)

Man arrested for rape  
of 11-year girl

Three injured as  
wall collapses

Legendary poet  
Mirza Ghalib remembered

Two killed, three injured  
in road accident

RAWALPINDI: Police on Wednes-
day claimed to have arrested a sus-
pect for allegedly raping an 11-year-
old girl in the Saddar Wah Police 
Station area. According to a police 
spokesman, Saddar Wah police on 
the application of the victim’s fa-
ther registered a case last week 
and started an investigation. He 
informed that City Police Officer, 
Rawalpindi had directed the author-
ities concerned to trace the accused 
and send him behind the bars. The 
police team under the supervision 
of Superintendent of Police, Poto-
har Muhammad Waqas Khan utiliz-
ing modern technology and working 
with human intelligence managed 
to net the suspect who had escaped 
after the offense, he said. Rawalpin-
di Police were implementing the ze-
ro-tolerance policy against torture 
and rape, he added.(APP)

MULTAN: At least three labourers 
sustained serious injuries as wall 
of under-construction building col-
lapsed near Chungi No 11 here on 
Wednesday. According to Rescue 
officials, labourers were working in 
under construction building when 
the incident occurred. As a result, 
three were stranded there and got 
serious injuries. Upon receiving the 
information, Rescue teams rushed 
the spot and shifted the injured to 
nearby Nishtar hospital. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Renowned classical 
urdu and Persian language poet 
Mirza Asadullah Baig Khan Gha-
lib was remembered on his 154th 
death anniversary today, where 
fans through media platforms paid 
him rich tributes for his unforgetta-
ble works. Ghalib was born on De-
cember 27, 1797, in the city of Ak-
barabad. He was an all-time great 
classical Urdu and Persian poet. He 
wrote hundreds of Ghazals during 
his life, which have since been inter-
preted and sung in many different 
ways by different people, electronic 
channels reported. Mirza Asadullah 
Baig Khan Ghalib is considered, in 
South Asia, to be one of the most 
popular and influential poets of the 
Urdu language. He was one of the 
great Urdu poets who revolutionized 
Urdu poetry with his words. Ghalib 
began composing verses at the ear-
ly age of 10 or 12 and had written 
many of his best-known ghazals by 
the time he was 19. Ghalib today re-
mains popular not only in India and 
Pakistan but also among communi-
ties around the world. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Two people were 
killed,while three others sustained 
serious injuries in a road accident 
in the area of Saddar police station. 
Rescue 1122 said here on Wednes-
day that a speeding car collided 
with truck coming from opposite 
side near 76 Adda,Satiana Road. As 
a result,two unidentified persons re-
ceived serious injuries and died on 
the spot, whereas Rescue 1122 shift-
ed three others injured including 
Mobeen (34) ro Layyah, Jabar La-
tif (40) r/o Makkoana and Amir r/o 
Chak no.9 to District Headquarters 
(DHQ) Hospital in critical condition. 
The police took the bodies into cus-
tody and started investigation for 
identification of the deceased, he 
added. (APP)
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Honda, Mazda on bumpy path to profit recovery

Remittance from Kenyan workers in Saudi Arabia rose $117m 
 in 2022 as Nairobi eyes new labor deal 

Musk says end-2023 ‘good timing’ to find new Twitter head

AirTag harassment victims unconvinced by Apple’s fixes

Inflation in Saudi Arabia climbs 3.4% year-on-year in January  
driven by housing prices: GASTAT

US sanctions derail China chipmakers’ expansion plans

Wheat prices surge on Ukraine harvest concerns – media

Chevron to exit Myanmar with sale of natural gas assets

TOKYO: Japan’s auto companies are 
driving into another grim year de-
spite posting upbeat quarterly results 
for the end of 2022 as chip shortages 
continue to shackle operations and 
the stronger yen threatens to weigh 
on their financial statements. Of the 
seven major Japanese automakers, 
six – Honda Motor, Nissan Motor, 
Suzuki Motor, Subaru, Mazda Motor 
and Mitsubishi Motors – reported an 
increase in net income for the Octo-
ber-December period compared to the 
same quarter the previous year. Toyo-

ta Motor, the largest, reported an 8% 
decrease year-on-year. The industry is 
gradually recovering from the corona-
virus pandemic, which gravely dented 
business operations and consumer 
demand in major markets. Japanese 

companies’ financial statements have 
been further inflated due to a weak 
yen. Mazda Motor reported a net in-
come of ¥17.7 billion (US$135 million) 
for the three months to December, tri-
ple the number compared to the pre-
vious year. With the weak yen helping 
to offset high costs of raw materials 
and other expenses, the company’s 
production for the third fiscal quarter 
topped 300,000 units for the first time 
in one and a half years, according to 
Masahiro Moro, Mazda’s senior man-
aging executive officer. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Remittances from Kenyan 
workers in Saudi Arabia rose $117 mil-
lion in 2022, an annual increase of 63 
percent as Nairobi seeks a bilateral pro-
fessionals framework deal with Riyadh. 
The Kenyan central bank announced 
that the Kingdom has become the fast-
est-growing source of wages into Ken-
ya, with money being sent from Saudi 
Arabia hitting $302 million. Estimates 
indicate about 200,000 Kenyans have 
secured employment in the Kingdom 

with 60 percent as professionals in 
sectors like healthcare, ICT, and con-
struction, Business Daily Africa report-
ed.  Diaspora remittances from Saudi 

Arabia have been growing at the fastest 
pace among the major source coun-
tries in the aftermath of the pandemic 
shocks that left thousands jobless as 
Kenyan firms showed caution when it 
came to growing their workforce.  In 
November, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary 
for Foreign and Diaspora Affairs, Alfer 
Mutua, visited Riyadh and said he al-
ready initiated preliminary talks aimed 
to develop the recruitment framework. 
(Agencies)

DUBAI: Twitter chief executive 
Elon Musk said today that towards 
the end of 2023 would be “good 
timing” to find someone else to run 
Twitter, when he expects the so-
cial media platform to be stable. “I 
think I need to stabilise the organ-
isation and just make sure it’s in a 
financially healthy place and that 
the product roadmap is clearly laid 
out,” said Musk, speaking virtual-
ly at the World Government Sum-

mit in Dubai, when asked if he had 
identified a new Twitter CEO and 
when that person would be hired. “I 
don’t know, I’m guessing probably 

towards the end of this year would 
be good timing to find someone else 
to run the company, because I think 
it should be in a stable position 
around, you know, at the end of this 
year,” he said. On Dec 21, Musk said 
on Twitter that he would resign as 
its chief executive “as soon as I find 
someone foolish enough to take the 
job!” He added that he would “just 
run the software & servers teams”. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Originally designed 
as a solution for the absent-minded, 
the AirTag digital tracking sensor is 
also sometimes employed for a more 
sinister function, with manufacturer 
Apple now finding itself the subject 
of anger – and lawsuits – from Amer-
icans who have been harassed with 
the help of the brand’s product. The 
US$29 silver and white gadget, the 
size of a large coin, is “an easy way 
to keep track of your stuff”, the Ap-

ple website boasts. Customers can 
attach it to their keys, a wallet or a 
backpack. When linked to a smart-
phone app, an AirTag allows a user 

to follow their belongings’ real-time 
geographic location in case they get 
lost – but the little round transmit-
ter can also trail the humans carry-
ing those items, sometimes without 
their knowledge. That’s what hap-
pened to singer Alison Carney in 
June 2022, when she found an un-
known AirTag in her bag while pre-
paring to go on stage at a concert 
venue in Chicago. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The inflation rate in Saudi 
Arabia increased by 3.4 percent in 
January 2023, compared to the same 
month in 2022, according to official 
data released by the General Author-
ity for Statistics. The GASTAT report 
suggested that the rise in inflation 
in January was primarily driven by 
the higher prices of housing, wa-
ter, electricity, gas, and other fuels 

which went up by 6.6 percent, while 
food and beverages prices rose by 

4.2 percent. It should be noted that 
Saudi Arabia’s annual inflation rate 
in January 2023 is the highest since 
June 2021, when it hit 6.6 percent. 
“Prices for housing were the main 
driver of the inflation rate in January 
2023 due to their high relative impor-
tance in the Saudi consumer basket 
with a weight of 25.5 percent,” said 
GASTAT in the report.(Agencies)

WUHAN: Sweeping export bans im-
posed by the US last fall have held up 
plans by major Chinese chipmakers 
to expand operations, dealing a set-
back to the government’s ambitions 
to make the country a semiconduc-
tor powerhouse. Uncertainty was the 
prevailing mood during a visit to the 
massive flagship production site of 
Yangtze Memory Technologies, about 
40km east of central Wuhan. Both 

YMTC engineers and technicians 
at the site to deliver manufacturing 
equipment had no idea when its sec-
ond plant, originally slated to start up 

in late 2022, would actually come on-
line. “Things like electrical equipment 
have been set up, but the installation 
of chipmaking equipment hasn’t start-
ed yet,” one said. YMTC was founded 
in 2016 by Tsinghua Unigroup in part-
nership with the National Integrated 
Circuit Industry Investment Fund, 
commonly known as the “Big Fund”. 
It began mass-producing NAND flash 
memory chips in 2019. (Agencies)

KYIV: Wheat prices have soared to 
two-month highs this week amid 
fears that Russia’s military operation 
may jeopardize this year’s planting 
and harvesting season in Ukraine, 
several media outlets have report-
ed, citing traders. March futures on 
the Chicago Mercantile Exchange 
closed at over $8.0075 a bushel on 
Monday, the highest since Novem-
ber 23. Quotes were slightly down 
on Tuesday but are still up for the 

year. Wheat prices initially jumped on 
Friday, with analysts attributing the 
surge to Russia’s latest missile strikes 
in Ukraine. Traders warn that infra-
structure damage from the missiles 

or a potential worsening of the con-
flict would jeopardize Black Sea ship-
ments, which are already a third be-
low the previous season. “Wheat has 
been the leader linked to increased 
tension in Ukraine, which could slow 
the Ukrainian exports and the plant-
ing for the 2023 crop and it could also 
lead to increased sanctions against 
Russia,” Mark Polowy, a senior ac-
count executive at Archer Financial 
Services, told Reuters.(Agencies)

BANGKOK: American oil major 
Chevron has agreed to sell its stake in 
Myanmar’s Yadana offshore natural 
gas field project to a Canadian com-
pany, sealing a long-planned with-
drawal after criticism of facilitating 
human rights abuses by the military 
government. “Throughout this sale 
process we will continue to meet our 

commitments to protect our employ-
ees and manage an orderly and safe 
transition,” a company spokesperson 
said. Chevron will sell its entire 41.1% 
interest in the Yadana project to a 
unit of Canada’s MTI Energy for an 
undisclosed sum and leave Myanmar. 
The military took over the Southeast 
Asian country’s government in Febru-

ary 2021 and has financed itself with 
gas fields and other revenue. TotalEn-
ergies, one of the Yadana project’s 
top investors, gave away its stake and 
announced in July 2022 that it had 
fully withdrawn from Myanmar. With 
the French company’s move, Chev-
ron’s interest increased to 41.1%.  
(Agencies)

UK inflation rate falls more than expected to 10.1%

EU to force banks to reveal Russian assets – 
Bloomberg

Retail investors keep faith in India despite 
Adani rout

Russia and Bolivia to trade in national 
 currencies – envoy

Thailand to charge US$9 tourist tax  
in sustainability push

Abu Dhabi Ports’ net profit surges 50% 

LONDON: British consumer price in-
flation fell by more than expected to 
10.1% in January from December’s 
10.5% and there were also drops in un-
derlying measures of inflation that are 
being closely watched by the Bank of 
England, official data showed. Econo-
mists polled by Reuters had forecast 
that the annual CPI rate would drop 
to 10.3% in January, moving further 
away from October’s 41-year high 
of 11.1% but still eroding the living 
standards of households. Core CPI – 
which excludes energy, food, alcohol 
and tobacco – fell to 5.8% in January 
from December’s 6.3%, the Office for 
National Statistics said on Wednes-
day. Sterling fell against the US dollar 
and the euro after the data was pub-
lished. Earlier this month the Bank 

of England said it saw signs that the 
surge in consumer prices had turned 
a corner and it suggested it was close 
to ending its run of interest rate hikes. 
Investors expect another increase in 
borrowing costs next month by the 
BoE but Wednesday’s data may add 
to the sense that a peak in Bank Rates 
is not far off. Prices of services, which 
are also in the BoE’s spotlight, slowed 
their rise in January, rising by an an-
nual 6.0% compared with 6.8% in De-
cember. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The European Union 
plans to order its banks to provide in-
formation about Russian assets as part 
of the next package of Ukraine-related 
sanctions against Moscow, Bloomberg 
reported on Wednesday, citing draft 
proposals. According to the news 
agency, European banks would be 
required to report on frozen funds 
that belong to the Central Bank of 
Russia and those linked to sanctioned 
Russian companies and individuals. 
Banks that fail to disclose informa-
tion will reportedly face fines of up to 

$50,000 ($53,500) for individuals and 
10% of annual turnover for entities. 
The move is seen as the first step in ef-
forts to seize the funds in question for 
the reconstruction of Ukraine, despite 
the EU currently having no legal capa-
bility to do so. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Individual stock in-
vestors in India are keeping faith in 
the country’s US$3.1 trillion equity 
market even after a punishing sell-
off in Adani Group shares threat-
ened to drag down one of the world’s 
best-performing indexes since the 
pandemic. Hanoz Mistri is among 
the small investors in India who be-
lieve the carnage that has wiped off 
about US$130 billion from the value 
of Adani shares won’t damp the long-
term prospects for the nation’s equi-
ties. The ship-broker, who previously 
owned Adani group stocks, plans to 
continue investing in companies such 
as commodity businesses that ben-
efit from India’s expanding middle 
class. “India is a great consumption 

story and I am confident this journey 
will continue,” Mumbai-based Mistri 
said in a phone interview. Retail in-
vestors such as Mistri are part of a 
groundswell that is changing the face 
of the world’s second-biggest emerg-
ing market. Roughly 1 million new 
trading accounts are opened every 
month, and the total has now climbed 
above 110 million, more than the pop-
ulations of South Korea and Spain 
combined. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Moscow and La Paz have 
agreed to start trading in their nation-
al currencies, Russia’s ambassador to 
Bolivia, Mikhail Ledenev, told RIA No-
vosti on Tuesday. Bolivia has shown 
interest in strengthening its energy co-
operation with Russia in recent years, 
including in mining projects, as well 
as in trade.  “With the participation 
of the embassy, interbank coopera-
tion is actively developing,” Ledenev 
stated. “Last year, a number of video 
conferences were held between the 
leadership of the central banks of 
both countries. And as a result, direct 
correspondent accounts in rubles and 
Bolivianos were opened between Gaz-
prombank and the largest Bolivian 
state-owned bank, Union,” the diplo-

mat noted. “This is important because 
financial transactions can now be car-
ried out directly, in national curren-
cies. This already facilitates the work 
of Russian companies in the market,” 
he explained. Bolivia, which has vast 
reserves of lithium – a mineral that 
is vital to electric batteries and has 
therefore been dubbed ‘the new oil’ 
by some – has been negotiating with 
foreign mining companies, including 
Russian firms. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Thailand’s government 
has approved new fees on foreign 
tourists, due to take effect on June 1, 
as travel demand recovers in the tour-
ism-dependent economy. Each for-
eign visitor entering the country by air 
will be charged 300 baht (US$8.84), 
while those arriving by land or boat 
will pay 150 baht. Day travellers and 
transit passengers are exempted, as 
are children under 2 years old. The 
tax will not affect foreigners with 

Thai work permits or travellers with 
diplomatic and official passports. Phi-
phat Ratchakitprakarn, the tourism 
and sports minister, announced that 
the cabinet had approved the tax on 
Tuesday. The estimated collection of 
3.9 billion baht this year will be used 
as accident insurance for tourists, 
who used 300 million to 400 million 
baht worth of services at govern-
ment hospitals from 2017 to 2019.  
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Driven by the expansion 
of its maritime business, Abu Dhabi 
Ports Group reported a 50 percent 
increase in its 2022 net profit.  The 
figure rose to 1.27 billion dirhams 
($345.8 million), up from 854 mil-
lion dirhams in 2021, the company 
said in a filing to the Abu Dhabi Se-
curities Exchange.  Revenue grew 
41 percent annually to 5.52 billion 
dirhams, “mainly driven by the mar-
itime cluster and effect from new 

acquisitions,” AD Ports said.  On a 
like-for-like basis, excluding merg-
ers and acquisitions activity during 
the year, revenue growth reached 23 
percent.  The division’s annual reve-
nue growth of 256 percent to 2.16 bil-
lion dirhams in 2022 was driven by a 
wider service offering and increased 
activity in new business segments, 
including feedering, chartering, 
transshipment and offshore services.  
(Agencies)
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WINNIPEG: Mark Scheifele and 
Pierre-Luc Dubois scored in the 
shootout to give the Winnipeg Jets a 
3-2 come-from-behind victory over 
the Seattle Kraken on Tuesday night. 
The Jets were the only NHL team 
that hadn’t played in the shot contest. 
They’re now 8-1 past regulation. “I had 
a penalty shot at one point (this sea-
son) so I wasn’t as rusty,” Dubois said. 
“I don’t remember the last time I was in 
a shootout. But a win’s a win. We’re all 
happy in here and getting ready for a 
big road trip.” Blake Wheeler and Du-

bois scored for the Jets, who have won 
three in a row. David Rittich made 27 
saves. Scheifele and Wheeler rushed 
the net during overtime, but Wheeler’s 
shot missed. John Hayden and Jared 

McCann scored for the Kraken, who 
ended a five-game road trip going 1-3-
1. Philipp Grubauer stopped 38 shots. 
“Tonight is a hard-fought road game 
for us,” Seattle coach Dave Hakstol 
said. “That’s a good team, a lot of re-
spect for the ability and the way they 
play. “Disappointed not to get two 
(points), but that’s a real important 
road point for us.” Dubois had tied the 
game 2-2 at 9:39 of the third period 
when his shot went off Seattle defen-
seman Vince Dunn at the front of the 
net. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Yokohama F Marinos coach 
Kevin Muscat is convinced Japan’s 
J-League is the strongest domestic 
club competition in Asia but says the 
standard of football needs to continue 
to improve in the 2023 season if it is to 
maintain its status. Muscat led Marinos 
to the league title last year to build on 
the success he enjoyed as a coach in 
Australia’s A-League and as a player for 
the Socceroos and clubs in his home-
land, England and Scotland. It was the 
club’s fifth title since the J-League 
kicked off in 1993 and more success 

will be expected when the 30th anni-
versary season kicks off on Friday. “I 
think for football in Japan over this 
30-year period the J-League has es-

tablished the most competitive and 
best league in Asia,” Muscat said this 
week. “It’s very difficult to compare 
it to other leagues in Asia because 
of the superiority of the J-League. 
“The mistake would be to look back 
over the last 30 years. To improve it’s 
about looking forward, and looking 
and learning from superior competi-
tions outside of Asia.” Marinos open 
the campaign on Friday against Ka-
wasaki Frontale, who finished two 
points behind Muscat’s side in sec-
ond place last season. (Agencies)

MARANELLO: Ferrari will make mar-
ginal changes to their Formula One 
race team but anything more substan-
tial can wait until after the opening 
rounds of the season, new boss Fred 
Vasseur said on Tuesday. The French-
man started work at Maranello only 
last month after being appointed as re-
placement to principal Mattia Binotto. 
“It’s short notice before the first race 
but I’m using the days to know every-
body in the company and go deeply 
in detail,” Vasseur said at the launch 
of the team’s new SF-23 car at their 
Fiorano track. “It’s difficult to have a 

big change into the organisation, but 
we will do some marginal changes... 
on the race team operation,” he added. 
“And then let’s see after Bahrain and 
the first couple of races, what we will 
do.” The season-opener at the Sakhir 
circuit is on March 5. Ferrari finished 

runners-up to Red Bull and now dou-
ble world champion Max Verstappen 
in both 2022 championships, their 
challenge let down by strategy errors 
and poor reliability as well as mistakes 
by drivers Charles Leclerc and Carlos 
Sainz. Vasseur has been clear that Fer-
rari are targeting both titles this season 
and finishing second again will not be 
good enough. The season will have a 
record 23 races and sporting director 
Laurent Mekies said there would be 
more rotation of staff between the fac-
tory and racetrack to “create the best 
environment”. (Agencies)

LAHORE: Sania Mirza, former ten-
nis ace and wife of Pakistani cricketer 
Shoaib Malik, has got a job in the field 
of cricket after she dropped curtains 
on her glorious career earlier this year. 
Ms Mirza got her new assignment as 
the mentor of the Royal Challengers 
Bangalore, a franchise of the upcoming 
inaugural session of India’s Women’s 
Premier League (WPL) – a domestic 
T20 tournament for women players. 
The franchise announced the devel-
opment on Instagram stating: “While 

our coaching staff handle the crick-
et side of things, we couldn’t think of 
anyone better to guide our women 
cricketers about excelling under pres-
sure and playing bold”. “We’re proud 

to have you around @mirzasaniar,” it 
welcomed the champion athlete and 
a trailblazer in women’s sports. The 
Board of Control for Cricket in India, in 
a press release, said the WPL would be-
gin on March 4 at the DY Patil Stadium. 
The tournament will have a total of 20 
league matches and two playoff games 
that will be played over a duration of 
23 days. The WPL features five teams 
- Delhi Capitals, Gujarat Giants, Mum-
bai Indians, Royal Challengers Banga-
lore and UP Warriorz. (Web Desk)

–  It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because 
of time date and year.

– ARIES: Even if things seem pretty 
grim today, you should try to push 
forward. You can do just about any-
thing you put your mind to and the 
day’s energy should certainly reward 
persistence!
– TAURUS: You get a fresh perspec-
tive that puts recent events in a new-
er, more positive light. It’s a good time 
to reach out to people you may have 
been distancing yourself from in the 
past few weeks. 
– GEMINI: You’ve got to make a real 
effort to bring things to the surface 
today -- it may seem that people are 
keeping secrets for no other reason 
but that they can. That won’t do, so 
make them open up a little.
– CANCER: Get the various elements 
of your life back in balance, maybe 
overemphasizing something like ro-
mance or learning that has been suf-
fering somewhat lately. Things should 
feel normal by the end of the day.
– LEO: See if you can just hear people 
out without getting your ego involved. 
That may be harder than you think -- 
on a day like today, it’s far too easy to 

interpret every scrap of criticism as a 
slight!
– VIRGO: Open up all the way to your 
romantic partner today -- or go look-
ing for one, if you’re currently single! 
Your good, earthy energy is perfect 
for sharing love and attracting the 
right person.
– LIBRA: You find yourself in a con-
flict with authority today, though that 
doesn’t necessarily mean a brush 
with the law! A boss, client, teacher 
or your sweetheart may pull rank on 
you early on.
– SCORPIO: Your social prowess is 
stronger than ever and it’s easier than 
you’d think to get along with even 
the orneriest coworker or child. Your 
charm and wit carry you pretty far 
and your energy takes you the rest of 
the way!
– SAGITTARIUS: Money issues are 
still on your mind and now is a great 
time to think about saving -- for col-
lege, for a big trip or for retirement. 
If finances aren’t your thing, talk with 
someone who’s more knowledgeable.
– CAPRICORN: You can outlast the 
competition today in almost any are-
na, so don’t worry too much about 
anyone sneaking up on you from 
behind and winning big. If anything, 
you’re the one to watch!
– ACQUARIUS: You are still a little 
run-down, but you can tell that your 
energy levels are just about to spike. 
If you can wait for that to happen -- 
tomorrow, most likely -- you should 
be able to take on almost anything!
– PISCES: You’ve got friends in high 
places, though you may not know 
that quite yet. Something that hap-
pens early today should make you 
wonder, though and things ought to 
be a lot clearer soon.
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Potter hits back at pundits after criticism about lack of anger

Tiger Woods has winning on his mind in PGA Tour comeback

Holiday scores 40 as Bucks down Celtics in overtime thriller

LONDON: Chelsea manager Graham 
Potter has hit back at pundits who criti-
cised him for not “getting angry” when 
his team were denied a penalty against 
West Ham United last weekend. Conor 
Gallagher’s shot was stopped by the 
arm of West Ham’s Tomas Soucek late 
on but the referee waved play on. The 
match ended 1-1. Former Chelsea play-
er Joe Cole, working as a pundit for BT 
Sport, said Potter should have caused 
“a bit of uproar” while Rio Ferdinand 
compared him to Jose Mourinho. Pot-
ter, whose side play the first leg of their 

Champions League last 16 tie at Borus-
sia Dortmund later today, said he had 
a responsibility not to contribute to the 
abuse of referees. “The same media 
are talking about me being angrier but 

then running stories about problems 
with referees at grassroots level,” Potter 
said. “They don’t see the connection.” 
A BBC questionnaire responded to by 
more than 900 amateur referees in En-
gland revealed worrying levels of abuse 
and intimidation with multiple cases of 
death threats being made. “That’s not 
to say we don’t all lose our temper; we 
do because it’s an emotional thing,” 
added Potter. “I have a responsibility to 
myself, to Chelsea, to the game, and to 
act in a way that is the right thing for 
me.” (Agencies)

BERLIN: Tiger Woods insists he is only 
returning to the PGA Tour this week 
because he believes in his ability to win 
again. The 47-year-old has entered his 
first non-major event on the tour since 
playing the Zozo Championship in Oc-
tober 2020, and he continues to feel 
the effects of his February 2021 car 
crash, reported STATS Perform/dpa. 
He was left with a severely broken leg 
among a host of injuries, and the 15-
time major winner accepts the end of 
his career is probably not far away. It is 
ankle pain that gives Woods the most 
concern at present, as he prepares to 

compete in the Genesis Invitational 
tournament run by his foundation at 
the Riviera Country Club in California. 
But he is optimistic about his ability 
to hit good golf shots and get around 
the course without needing a buggy. “I 

would not have put myself out here if 
I didn’t think I could beat these guys 
and win the event. That’s my mental-
ity. I’m very rusty but I’ve come off 
rusty situations before and done well,” 
Woods said. After needing a long recu-
peration from the severe injuries to his 
right leg, Woods said the limb is “bet-
ter than it was last year”. In his efforts 
to put himself through strenuous exer-
cise to build up resilience, Woods said 
he “may have overdone it a couple of 
times, but here I am”. “I’m there to get 
a W, OK?” he said in a pre-tournament 
press conference. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Jrue Holiday pro-
duced a scintillating 40-point per-
formance as the Milwaukee Bucks 
snatched a dramatic 131-125 overtime 
victory against the Boston Celtics in a 
pulsating clash between the Eastern 
Conference heavyweights on Tuesday. 
Holiday’s virtuoso display included 
seven points in overtime — including 
a crucial three-pointer to give Milwau-
kee the lead — as the Bucks stretched 
their unbeaten streak to 11 games. The 

32-year-old two-time All-Star also con-
jured the moment of the game in the 
third quarter, launching a remarkable 

41-foot bucket to get Milwaukee with-
in five points after Boston had led by 
14 just minutes earlier. It was one of 
eight three-pointers nailed by Holiday, 
who was given heavy scoring support 
from Giannis Antetokounmpo. Ante-
tokounmpo finished with 36 points, 13 
rebounds and nine assists. The Bucks 
improved to 40-17 with the win, and are 
now just half a game behind Eastern 
Conference leaders Boston, who fell to 
41-17 following the loss. (Agencies)

Alcaraz eager to reclaim top ranking from Djokovic

Conte searching for Spurs ‘lost belief’ after Milan defeat

Clash of Barca, United underlines soaring revivals

BUENOS AIRES: A near four-month 
stint on the sidelines saw Carlos Al-
caraz lose the world No 1 ranking to 
Novak Djokovic and as the Spaniard 
prepares for his return to the court at 
the Argentina Open later today he says 
he is determined to get it back. Alcaraz 
climbed to the top of the ATP rank-
ings in September after winning his 
first Grand Slam title at the US Open 
but a torn abdominal muscle during 
the Paris Masters in November put 
the 19-year-old out of action. After 20 
weeks at the top, Alcaraz slipped to No 
2 in January when Djokovic won the 
Australian Open, an event the Spaniard 

had to skip due to injury. “It has been 
a long time (I spent) at number one,” 
said Alcaraz, who begins his season 
in Buenos Aires against Serbian Laslo 
Djere in the second round. “Now it’s a 
goal for me to recover No 1 and try to 
do my best in these tournaments to be 
back on that number. I’m looking for 
that.” (Agencies)

MILAN: Antonio Conte said he needs 
his Tottenham players to start believing 
in themselves after they fell to a 1-0 de-
feat at AC Milan on Tuesday which put 
their Champions League campaign at 
risk. Spurs barely created anything at 
the San Siro and after Tuesday’s defeat 
in the first leg of the last-16 match-up 
and the weekend’s heavy loss to Leices-
ter, Conte said it was his job to give his 
players more confidence. “I think some 

players need some more belief, espe-
cially in attack. We need to rediscover 
that belief we have lost in taking on 
your man, but there was great effort 
and desire,” he told reporters. “My job 
is to give players belief in themselves … 
we definitely need to try and improve.” 
Conte has had to deal with serious in-
juries to Rodrigo Bentancur and Yves 
Bissouma, which led to him having to 
pick youngsters Oliver Skipp and Pape 
Matar in midfield. The Italian said the 
pair’s performances gave him hope as 
he will have to do without Bentancur 
for the rest of the season while Bissou-
ma needs an operation on a stress frac-
ture to his ankle. “To play this way in 
the Champions League and in San Siro 
in this atmosphere… they played a real-
ly good game, I’m really happy,” added 
Conte. (Agencies)

BARCELONA: Barcelona host Man-
chester United Thursday in a match-
up which has twice graced the Cham-
pions League final but this week has 
the relative ignominy of taking place 
in the Europa League play-off round. 
The Catalans crashed out of Europe’s 
premier competition at the first hur-
dle, while Manchester United finished 
runners up in their Europa League 
group, leading their paths to cross. 
Despite the tie’s diminished stature, 
both fallen giants are on the rise and 
among the teams in the best form 
across the continent. Barcelona and 
Manchester United are both building 
under exciting coaches in Erik ten 
Hag and Xavi Hernandez and aiming 
to return to Europe’s elite imminent-
ly. The teams last met in 2019 when 
United’s harsh decline in the barren 
decade after Sir Alex Ferguson’s reign 
was in full swing and Barcelona’s 

deep slide was about to begin. Five-
time Champions League winners Bar-
ca won the quarterfinal clash 4-0 on 
aggregate, but their only player from 
their starting line-ups then likely to 
face United at Camp Nou is goalkeep-
er Marc-Andre ter Stegen. Barcelona 
have gone through a profound squad 
renewal since – with their spending 
last summer increasing the criticism 
they received after dropping into the 
Europa League. (Agencies)

Scheifele, Dubois score in shootout, Jets beat Kraken 3-2

J-League still setting Asian standard after three decades

Ferrari to make marginal changes to race team, says Vasseur

Sania Mirza set to launch ‘cricket career’
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 4 dead, several missing after Cyclone Gabrielle 
lashes New Zealand

Smart tax plan – Tax Amendment Bill – 2023, 
imf-govt talks give birth to ‘Mini-Budget’

Pakistan’s Medical, Rescue teams, relief  
items reach Damascus

Top US, UAE diplomats discuss ties, Ukraine, 
earthquakes in Türkiye, Syria

Spain to deploy advanced air defense  
system in Estonia

ANKARA: At least four people were 
killed and several others went miss-
ing after Cyclone Gabrielle caused 
widespread flooding and landslides 
and displaced hundreds of people 
in several regions in New Zealand, 
state-run media reported on Wednes-
day. Four bodies, including that of a 
child, were found in different areas 
hit by the cyclone, Radio New Zea-
land (RNZ) reported. Prime Minister 
Chris Hipkins said a search operation 
is ongoing for several missing peo-
ple. “The grief of the loved ones who 
have died will be unimaginable,” RNZ 
quoted the premier as saying. “What 
is clear is that the devastation is wide-
spread,” he said, adding heavy rain 
will continue to hit central New Zea-
land until Thursday with high waves 
along East Coast. So far, more than 
9,000 people have been displaced and 

some 3,000 have been shifted to civil 
defense centers. The government also 
moved the army to help the affected 
people and Hipkins said over 700 
people from New Zealand Defense 
Forces are involved in the efforts. 
“The army has moved a logistics sup-
port team of 100 people and 30 vehi-
cles, deploying to Hawke’s Bay. Three 
NH90 helicopters have been conduct-
ing evacuations in Hawke’s Bay to-
day,” he said. (Agencies)

PESHAWAR: The standard rate of Gen-
eral Sales Tax (GST) has been jacked 
up from 17 to 18 percent. The govern-
ment slapped Rs115 billion in taxation 
measures through a notification is-
sued by the Federal Board of Revenue 
(FBR). The government was forced 
to head to parliament after President 
Arif Alvi “advised” the finance minis-
ter to take parliament into confidence 
over the Rs170 billion in new taxes that 
are being levied. Following the cabinet 
meeting, in a late-night development, 
the Federal Board of Revenue (FBR) 
issued SRO178 to enhance a federal 
excise duty on locally manufactured 
cigarettes which would generate up to 
Rs60bn in taxes on tobacco products 
and the Finance Division issued a no-
tification increasing the general sales 
tax by one percent to 18pc. These mea-
sures would raise Rs115bn. Since the 
government had agreed to a target of 
Rs170bn in new taxes with the IMF, the 
remaining amount of Rs55bn would 
be collected through an increase in ex-
cise duty on airline tickets, and sugary 
drinks and an increase in withholding 
tax rates after the Finance (Supple-
mentary) Bill 2023 is approved by par-
liament today.
– BREAKDOWN OF TAXES
The government agreed with the IMF 

to raise Rs170bn through taxes. Of this,
• Rs60bn will be generated by increas-

ing federal excise duty on locally 
manufactured cigarettes

• Rs55bn by increasing the general 
sales tax to 18pc%

• Rs55bn by increasing excise duty on 
airline tickets, and sugary drinks and 
raising withholding tax rates (follow-
ing the bill’s approval by parliament)

The government is in a race against 
time to implement the tax measures 
and reach an agreement with the IMF 
as the country’s reserves have depleted 
to a critically low level of $2.9bn, which 
experts believe is enough for only 16 
or 17 days of imports. The agreement 
with the IMF on the completion of the 
ninth review of a $7bn loan program 
would not only lead to a disbursement 
of $1.2bn but also unlock inflows from 
friendly countries. Muhammad Uma-
ir Zeb is a Peshawar-based freelance 
journalist, columnist (The, Business 
Recorder, The News Int, Khyber Mail) 
& Finance and Tax Analyst.

ISLAMABAD: The medical and res-
cue teams sent by National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) along 
with relief items have reached Da-
mascus as part of special relief sent to 
earthquake-hit Turkiye and Syria. The 
equipment and teams were sent to Da-
mascus by a specially chartered plane 
from Islamabad Airport, the NDMA 

spokesperson said. He added that a 
Pakistan International Airline (PIA) 
flight left for Turkiye with more re-
lief supplies including 6.7 tonnes of 
consignment comprising large win-
terised tents. The NDMA Spokes-
person said Pakistan stands with the 
people of Turkiye and Syria in this 
difficult time. (APP)

WASHINGTON: US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and United Arab Emir-
ates Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah 
bin Zayed Al Nahyan discussed a range 
of issues Tuesday during a meeting at 
the State Department. Spokesman Ned 
Price said the two diplomats discussed 
ways to further broaden and deepen 
the strong US-UAE partnership and co-
operation. “The Secretary and Foreign 
Minister also discussed recent regional 
developments, such as the need for Is-
raelis and Palestinians to urgently take 

steps to prevent further escalation of 
violence and restore calm,” Price said 
in a statement. Blinken and Al Na-
hyan also discussed the devastating 
earthquakes in Türkiye and Syria and 
the humanitarian assistance provided 
by their two nations to those affect-
ed. “The Secretary also reiterated the 
United States’ steadfast support for 
Ukraine and expressed appreciation 
for the UAE’s generous humanitarian 
aid contributions to the Ukrainian peo-
ple,” Price added. (Agencies)

OVIEDO: Spain will deploy an ad-
vanced surface-to-air missile sys-
tem in Estonia to help boost NATO’s 
eastern flank, Estonia’s defense 
minister said Tuesday. Speaking to 
Spanish daily El Pais, Hanno Pevkur 
announced that the Spanish army will 
deploy a NASAMS system equipped 
with several advanced medium-range 
missiles to protect the Baltic country 
from a Russian air attack. The de-
ployment will give Estonia, a NATO 
member, a defense capability that 
it currently lacks and help train its 

army in the technology. The mission 
is expected to begin in April and last 
at least four months, according to Pe-
vkur. “There’s been talk for months 
about NATO strengthening its eastern 
flank. We now see that Spain is taking 
that commitment seriously,” he said. 
“With the war in Ukraine, we’ve seen 
how important it is to defend the east-
ern flank.” Spain’s Defense Ministry 
also confirmed the deal, which lead-
ers reached on the sidelines of the 
NATO defense ministers’ meeting in 
Brussels on Tuesday. (Agencies)
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Netflix imposes password 
sharing rules on 4 countries 

China provides food assis-
tance to support vulnerable 

populations in northern Togo

COMSATS, SCS join hands to 
promote CPEC, BRI

ISTANBUL: Netflix announced 
Wednesday that it has imposed pass-
word sharing rules on its users in four 
countries. “We’ve always made it easy 
for people who live together to share 
their Netflix account with features 
like profiles and multiple streams. 
While these have been hugely pop-
ular, they’ve also created confusion 
about when and how you can share 
Netflix,” it said in a statement. The 
US-based international streaming 
service provider noted that over 100 
million households are sharing ac-
counts, affecting its ability to invest in 
new tv and films that it also produces. 
The company said new rules will start 
taking effect in Canada, New Zealand, 
Portugal and Spain, while they will be 
rolled out more broadly in the coming 
months. While Netflix subscribers in 
the four countries will be required to 
set a Primary location, anyone who 
lives in their household will be able to 
use their Netflix account.  (Agencies)

LOME: The Chinese government 
on Tuesday provided food assis-
tance through the UN World Food 
Programme (WFP) in Togo to sup-
port vulnerable populations in the 
country’s north. The funding from 
China helped to acquire more than 
600 tons of food produced in Togo, 
which will benefit 52,000 people in 
the Savanes and Kara Region, said 
Chao Weidong, the Chinese ambas-
sador to Togo, during the hando-
ver ceremony. “China is willing to 
share development opportunities 
with other countries to achieve the 
common progress of all mankind,” 
noted the Chinese diplomat. Accord-
ing to Aboubacar Koisha, the WFP 
Representative, the emergency food 
assistance program provided es-
sential assistance to people in need 
and helped restore a sense of hope 
and stability in the region and social 
cohesion within populations. “Our 
combined efforts will make a real 
difference in the lives of those affect-
ed by food and nutrition crisis,” said 
Koisha. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: COMSATS University 
Islamabad and the Institute of Peace 
and Diplomatic Studies, Pakistan 
here on Wednesday joined hands to 
promote China Pakistan Economic 
Corridor (CPEC), Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI), and further strengthen 
the friendship between Pakistan and 
China. In this regard, a memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) between 
China Study Centre, COMSATS Uni-
versity Islamabad, and Centre for BRI 
and China Studies – Institute of Peace 
and Diplomatic Studies, Pakistan, was 
signed at Junaid Zaidi Library, COM-
SATS University Islamabad, said a 
press release issued here on Wednes-
day. (APP)

Major firms not doing enough to curb deforestation: report
PARIS: Many major global firms and 
financial institutions that directly or 
indirectly contribute to deforestation 
do not have any policies in place to 
protect forests, increasing the risk 
for catastrophic nature loss, a report 
said Wednesday. The report comes 
just months after countries reached a 
historic agreement to protect 30 per-
cent of the world’s land and seas by 
2030 at UN biodiversity talks late last 
year. At the same time, incoming leg-
islation for the European Union and 
the United Kingdom will tighten rules 
around trading commodities associat-
ed with deforestation. But new analy-
sis Wednesday showed that hundreds 

of firms still have not set a single policy 
on deforestation despite these high-lev-
el commitments. These companies are 
at risk -- financially, reputationally, op-
erationally -- if they do not take steps 
to reduce their role in deforestation, 
the Forest 500 analysis by non-profit 
research group Global Canopy said. 
“While there have been pockets of 
progress, the majority of companies 
and financial institutions are living on 
borrowed time, putting climate and 
nature goals at risk,” Global Canopy 
director Niki Mardas said. The report 
found that 201 of the 500 companies 
and financial institutions with the most 
influence on tropical deforestation -- 

40 percent of all firms assessed -- failed 
to set any deforestation policies, bare-
ly unchanged from a year ago. They 
included VW Group and Deichmann 
Group, Europe’s largest footwear re-
tailer. Deichmann said in a statement 
to AFP it does not directly source any 
materials from countries “associated 
with the issue of deforestation”, while 
VW Group did not reply to a request 
for comment. The report assessed 350 
companies with the greatest stake in 
forest-risk commodities: palm oil, soy, 
beef, leather, timber and pulp and pa-
per. It also looked at the 150 financial 
institutions providing the most finance 
to these companies. (Agencies)

Legendary poet Mirza 
Ghalib remembered

ISLAMABAD: Renowned classical 
Urdu and Persian language poet Mirza 
Asadullah Baig Khan Ghalib was re-
membered on his 154th death anniver-
sary today, where fans through media 
platforms paid him rich tributes for his 
unforgettable works. Ghalib was born 
on December 27, 1797, in the city of 
Akbarabad. He was an all-time great 
classical Urdu and Persian poet. He 
wrote hundreds of Ghazals during his 
life, which have since been interpreted 
and sung in many different ways by 
different people, electronic channels 
reported. Mirza Asadullah Baig Khan 
Ghalib is considered, in South Asia, to 
be one of the most popular and influen-
tial poets of the Urdu language. He was 
one of the great Urdu poets who revo-
lutionized Urdu poetry with his words. 
Ghalib began composing verses at the 
early age of 10 or 12 and had written 
many of his best-known ghazals by the 
time he was 19. Ghalib today remains 
popular not only in India and Pakistan 
but also among communities around 
the world. (APP)

Over 4.8 million Umrah 
performers arrived  

in Saudi Arabia during the 
Umrah season this year

Motorbikes, three wheelers’ 
sale drops 32.47%  

in 7 months

MADINAH: The Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah reports that the number of 
Umrah performers of different nation-
alities who arrived in the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia by air, land, and sea, this 
year amounted to 4,840,764; of these, 
4,258,151 had left by on Tuesday. Sta-
tistics show that 4,329,349 persons 
arrived by air at different airports in 
the Kingdom, while the border posts 
at New Arar, Al-Haditha, Halat Am-
mar, Al-Wadi’ah, the Empty Quarter, 
Al-Bathaa, Salwa, King Fahd Bridge, 
Al-Raqi, Al-Durrah Port, and Al-Khafji 
Port received 507,430 persons, and 
3,985 arrived by sea. The total number 
of people who went to Madinah via 
Prince Muhammad bin Abdulaziz In-
ternational Airport during the Umrah 
season this year reached 1,351,731, 
or 31% of the total arrivals; 680,017 
visitors left through the airport after 
performing prayers in the Prophet’s 
Holy Mosque. Prince Abdul Mohsen 
bin Abdulaziz Airport in Yanbu was the 
disembarking point for 11,132 Umrah 
performers. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The sale of motorbikes 
and three-wheelers in the country has 
witnessed a decrease of 32.47 percent 
during the first seven months of the 
current fiscal year (2022-23) as com-
pared to sales of the corresponding pe-
riod of the last year. During the months 
under review, as many as 737,393 mo-
torbikes and three-wheelers were sold 
against the sale of 1,092,013 units in Ju-
ly-January (2021-22), according to the 
Pakistan Automobile Manufacturing 
Association (PAMA). The sale of Suzu-
ki motorcycles, however, witnessed an 
increase of 8.21 percent from 21,240 
units in last year to 22,985 units during 
the months under review, whereas the 
sale of Honda motorcycles dipped by 
23.26 percent from 798,657 units to 
612,817 units. (APP)


