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ISTANBUL: Istanbul should prepare 
itself for a powerful quake, scien-
tists and public figures have warned. 
This month’s disaster in southern 
Turkey, which claimed tens of thou-
sands of lives, is a “rehearsal” for 
what could come next, they argued 
in the newspaper Hurriyet on Fri-
day. When the next Istanbul earth-
quake happens, the damage “will 
swallow everyone,” unless people 
drop their differences and work on 
improving the seismic resilience of 
the city, Turkish author Nedim Sen-
er wrote. He cited a risk assessment 
by Bogazici University’s quake 
research lab, which counted how 
many buildings would be impact-
ed by an earthquake of 7.5+ mag-
nitude in Türkiye’s most populous 
and economically vital hub. With al-
most 13,500 structures expected to 
be heavily damaged, and hundreds 
of thousands of others affected to a 
smaller degree, the loss of life would 
be greater than what the country 
has just experienced, Sener predict-

ed. Some Turkish officials, includ-
ing Istanbul Mayor Ekrem Imamo-
glu, have voiced similar concerns. 
The head of the city administration 
said 90,000 structures were at risk 
of total collapse in case of a major 
earthquake, citing a fresh survey 
by his municipality. Speaking in a 

TV interview this week, Imamoglu 
criticized the central government 
for issuing an amnesty to some 
317,000 buildings which failed to 
meet earthquake resilience codes. It 
meant that the owners were allowed 
to pay a fine rather than demolish 
their properties. (Agencies)

Turkish quakes may be ‘rehearsal’ 
for big one in Istanbul – scientists

Pakistan to extend maximum support to Turkiye 
in post-quake rehab & reconstruction: PM

Chinese enterprise launches  
hydrogen-powered bicycle

US-Pakistan discuss strengthening economic 
ties, expanding people-to-people connections

ADIYAMAN: Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on Friday said Pakistan would 
continue to provide maximum assis-
tance to the Turkiye in its post-earth-
quake rehabilitation and reconstruc-
tion phases. The prime minister 
expressed these views as he handed 
over the relief goods, mainly the win-
terized tents, to the Turkish officials, 
during his visit to Adiyaman city of 
Turkiye. A special aircraft of Pakistan 
Air Force transported relief goods to 
Adiyaman city, the most-affected area 
in the southeast Turkiye that suffered 
heavy damage from the earthquake of 
February 6. The prime minister inter-
acted with the victims of earthquake 
who lost their families and conveyed 
to them sympathies on behalf of the 
Pakistani nation. Shehbaz Sharif on 
the occasion assured the Turkish gov-
ernment and the affected people that 
Pakistan would extend every possible 
cooperation to the brotherly country to 

cope with the devastation. He termed 
Turkiye as the friend and brotherly 
country of Pakistan and hoped the 
country would overcome the chal-
lenging times with resilience. He also 
met the rescue teams from Pakistan 
that took part in the search operation. 
Earlier on his arrival at Adiyaman air-
port, the prime minister was received 
by Turkish trade minister Mehmet 
Mus, Minister for Communication 
Adil Ismailoglu, Governor of Adiya-
man Mahmut Cuhadar, President of 
Turk-Pakistan Friendship Group in 
the Turkish parliament Ali Shaheen, 
and senior officials. (Agencies)

NANJING: A prototype of an innova-
tive folding hydrogen-powered bicycle 
has officially rolled off the production 
line in the city of Changzhou, east Chi-
na’s Jiangsu Province, according to 
its developer on Friday. The bike has 
a similar shape to conventional bikes, 
but it’s equipped with a hydrogen fuel 
cell and a low-pressure hydrogen stor-
age device. The cell generates power 
to drive the bike once its proton ex-
change membrane receives hydrogen 
from the hydrogen storage device. 
Compared with conventional electric 
bikes that use lithium batteries, the hy-
drogen fuel cell features several advan-

tages including a longer service life, 
and it is more environmentally-friend-
ly as it only produces water during op-
eration. The new hydrogen-powered 
bike provides power according to the 
speed at which its rider pedals. It stops 
providing additional power at a speed 
of 24 kilometers per hour, said its de-
veloper, the Youon Technology Co., 
Ltd., a bike-producing company based 
in Changzhou. The company said the 
first batch of the new bikes will go into 
mass production in late March, and 
it is expected to reach an annual pro-
duction capacity of 200,000 by 2025.
(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Counselor of US Depart-
ment of State Derek Chollet discussed 
a wide range of issues with Pakistani 
officials, including strengthening of 
economic ties, cooperating to address 
the impacts of the climate crisis, and ex-
panding people-to-people connections. 
“The United States and Pakistan have a 
robust partnership based on decades of 
bilateral cooperation and support, and 
we look forward to strengthen our re-
lationship in trade, investment, climate, 
clean energy, health, security, educa-
tion, and other shared priorities,” said 
Counselor Chollet. He was in Pakistan 
on a two-day visit along with a delega-
tion of senior US government officials, 
including Counselor of the US Agen-
cy for the International Development 
Clinton White, and Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Pakistan Eliza-

beth Horst to highlight the importance 
of bilateral partnership and reaffirm 
the two countries’ shared goals, a US 
Embassy press release on Friday said. 
Following the January 9 Conference on 
Climate Resilient Pakistan in Geneva, 
Counselor Chollet’s visit provided a 
chance to learn more about the prog-
ress Pakistan has made so far in re-
sponse to the floods and how the Unit-
ed States, other donors and partners 
can most effectively support its resilient 
recovery. “To date, the United States 
has provided more than $200 million 
Dollars to support disaster resilience 
and flood response efforts in Pakistan. 
This continued assistance reflects the 
endurance of the bilateral partnership 
and the United States’ long-term com-
mitment to Pakistan and its people,” 
the embassy said. (Agencies)

US Air Force grounds the entire fleet  
of KC-135 tankers

Pakistan denies claim of involvement in  
the Ukraine conflict

Israel ‘bought island’ from Bahrain in latest normalisation move

WASHINGTON: The United States 
Air Force has grounded hundreds of 
its decades-old KC-135 tankers, over 
concerns that a critical flaw could lead 
to their tails becoming separated from 
the fuselage mid-flight. Inspections 
have revealed that two dozen aircraft 
have so far been found to be affected 
by the fault. Washington ordered a 
widespread inspection of the fleet of 
tankers on Tuesday for a “non-con-
forming part in the vertical tail as-
sembly.” The part pins an aircraft’s 
tail fin – its vertical stabilizer – to the 
rest of the fuselage. “We’re taking this 
action out of an abundance of caution, 
after consulting with our engineering 
experts,” Col. Michael Kovalcheck of 
the US Air Force’s Life Cycle Man-
agement division said this week. A 
memo leaked earlier this month first 
revealed that the aircraft may have 
faulty pins installed. This followed an 
analysis conducted in January, which 
found that several discrepancies had 
been detected in pins installed in the 

aircraft’s tail during routine repairs. 
“Should one pin fail, the other would 
not be able to carry the remaining load 
and the vertical stabilizer would de-
part the aircraft,” the memo said. As 
of last Sunday, 24 aircraft were found 
to have faulty pins installed, following 
inspections of 90 planes. More than 
200 KC-135 aircraft are thought to be 
impacted by the issue. Planes which 
passed the examination have been 
cleared to fly. Air Force Materiel Com-
mand will also conduct inspections 
into RC-135 reconnaissance planes 
and WC-135 Constant Phoenix radi-
ation-sensing jets for similar tail-pin 
flaws. The US Air Force has been at-
tempting to replace the KC-135 for at 
least two decades, although the size of 
the fleet has meant that they have had 
to do so gradually. The refuelling air-
craft was first issued in the 1950s and 
was used extensively in the Vietnam 
War and Operation Desert Storm in 
Iraq to extend the range of US bomb-
ers. (Agencies)

ISLAMABD: Pakistan’s Foreign Min-
istry has denied claims that Islamabad 
has been supplying Kiev with military 
items. Rumors of Pakistani involve-
ment in the armed conflict have been 
swirling for several months. When 
asked about reports in the Indian 
media that Pakistan was supplying 
“defense items” to Ukraine, Foreign 
Ministry spokeswoman Mumtaz 
Zahra Baloch called them “not accu-
rate”. “Pakistan maintains a policy of 
non-interference in military conflicts. 
Pakistan only exports defense stores 
to other states based on strong End 
Use and none re-transfer assurances,” 
she added, speaking during a regular 
press briefing on Thursday. Claims of 
Pakistani involvement in the Ukrainian 
conflict have been circulating since at 
least August, when images of muni-
tions marked as produced in Pakistan 
emerged on social media. Media re-

ports of alleged supplies from Pakistan 
to the conflict zone have come from 
outlets including French newspaper Le 
Monde in September, and Indian daily 
The Economic Times last month. The 
Indian paper claimed Pakistan was 
preparing a shipment of 159 contain-
ers of artillery munitions to Poland, 
which were meant for Ukraine. The 
report, based on anonymous sources, 
provided details of the purported ship-
ment, including the name of the vessel, 
its intended destination, and the con-
tent of the cargo.(Agencies)

MANAMA: Israel has reportedly “bought 
an island” from Bahrain, prompting 
criticism from activists opposed to the 
on-going normalisation between the 
two countries. News of the purchase 
was initially announced by TV7 Israel 
News, before being removed after it was 
broadcasted, according to Al-Mayadeen. 
However, several social media users 
managed to screenshot the report before 
it was erased. According to the report, 
Israeli firm Himnota, which is owned 
by the Jewish National Fund (JNF), a 

“charitable” organisation that has long 
been used by the apartheid state for 
expropriating Palestinian lands and ob-
fuscating Israel’s war crimes, acquired 
the private island for $21.5 million in 
an auction. The island, which measures 
9,554 square metres, will be used for in-
vestment projects and could be used to 
evacuate Israelis in case of the outbreak 
of war. Avery Shnayer, who is on the 
board of directors of the company, said 
talks will be held with the “friendly” Bah-
raini government to transfer sovereignty 

over the island to Israel. The report of 
the island purchase, followed Israeli mil-
itary chief Herzi Halvei’s unannounced 
visit to Bahrain to attend a conference 
held under the auspices of US Central 
Command (CENTCOM), with the head 
of CENTCOM, Erik Kurilla, also in at-
tendance. Manama’s normalisation with 
Israel has proven to be widely unpopular 
by Bahrain’s citizens who have routinely 
held rallies against the 2020 decision as 
part of the US-brokered Abraham Ac-
cords. (Agencies)

Pharma firm AstraZeneca 
to build sustainable offices 

at Dubai Science Park
DUBAI: Pharmaceutical and biotech-
nology company AstraZeneca has 
announced plans to build sustainable 
offices at Dubai Science Park, the 
Emirates News Agency reported on 
Thursday. It said the design and con-
struction of the project, and the ma-
terials it uses, will meet the platinum 
standards in Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design set out by 
the US Green Building Council. The 
plan is part of the company’s global 
green agenda. It comes after authori-
ties in the UAE last month announced 
2023 as the “Year of Sustainability.” 
“Health and sustainability go hand-in-
hand,” said Marwan Abdulaziz Jana-
hi, the senior vice president of Dubai 
Science Park. “We cannot improve 
our collective well-being without 
putting the planet’s health first. “By 
joining our community of global and 
regional businesses across the health, 
energy and environment sectors, As-
traZeneca can amplify their green 
efforts while promoting excellence 
in healthcare and research.” Sameh 
El-Fangary, president of AstraZene-
ca for the Gulf Cooperation Council 
area and Pakistan, said: “Everyone 
involved in the delivery of health-
care has a role to play in addressing 
the global threat of climate change. 
(Agencies)

 EU member approves giving drunk drivers’ cars to Ukraine 
RIGA: The Latvian parliament has 
allowed the government to donate 
vehicles seized from members of 
the public to Ukraine. The new 
power will be applied by minis-
ters to cars confiscated for traffic 
violations, such as driving under 
the influence of alcohol. The legal 

change, an amendment approved in 
a landslide vote on Thursday, was 
promoted by lawmaker Raimonds 
Bergmanis, chairman of parlia-
ment’s Defense, Internal Affairs 
and Corruption Prevention Com-
mission. “Currently, we can utilize 
vehicles confiscated from drunk 

drivers by selling them, scrapping 
them or disassembling them for 
spare parts,” he explained, accord-
ing to the parliamentary website. 
“But we see that in the current 
conditions they would be a useful 
support for the people of Ukraine.” 
(Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: The Directorate Gen-
eral, Information & Public Relations 
(I&PRs) Government of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa has once again directed 
the management of all newspapers 
working in the province to provide 
details of their employees, their sal-
aries, and bank statements with-
in a period of 10 days, said a letter 
dispatched in the name of all chief 

editors, here on Friday.  The letter 
is written under Sub-Section 94) 
of Section (6) of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Press, Newspapers, News 
Agencies and Books Registration, 
Act 2013.  It is the second dispatch 
sent to the management of newspa-
pers after the first of a similar na-
ture dispatched to them in October 
2022.  Under the provisions of the 

Act, the management of newspapers 
working in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP) is bound to pay their respective 
employees as per the Wage Board 
Award. Furthermore, the manage-
ment of newspapers has also been 
directed to meet the minimum re-
quirements of Human Resources 
(HR) as per Section-7 (g) of the KP 
Govt. Advertising Policy, 2022.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Governor Haji Ghulam Ali has ap-
pointed four advisors to the Chief 
Minister and also allotted them port-
folios, on the advice of the Caretaker 

Chief Minister. The newly appointed 
advisors include Syed Jarar Hus-
sain Bukhari (Population Welfare), 
Zafar Mahmood (Culture, Tourism, 
Archeology, and Museums), Reh-

mat Salam Khattak (Elementary & 
Secondary education), and Dr Abid 
Jameel as Advisor on Health, said a 
notification issued here on Friday.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa government has initiat-
ed overhauling work on the power 
house to enhance the power gener-
ating capacity of 81 Megawatt Mal-
akand-III Power Complex and im-
prove its operational system. In this 
regard Secretary Power and Energy 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Nisar Ahmad 
Khan and Chief Executive PEDO, 
Engineer Naeem Khan visited Mal-
akand-III Power Complex the other 
day and inspected the pace of ongo-
ing work. Both inspected the fore-

bay, chain stock and power chan-
nels of the project and expressed 
satisfaction on pace and quality of 
the work. Chief Executive PEDO, 
Naeem Khan on the occasion told 
the officers that due to the silting 
of stones, soil and sand in the dam 
during last year’s flood, the power 
generation capacity of Malakand-III 
project was affected. He hoped that 
the ongoing overhauling would en-
hance the power generation capac-
ity of the power house to a satis-
factory level. The Secretary Power 
and Energy appreciated the efforts 

of PEDO Chief Executive Naeem 
Khan and his staff for their efforts 
in the execution of the overhauling 
project. He said Malakand-III Power 
Complex was an asset of the coun-
ty that was earning over Rs2 billion 
for the province annually. Since its 
establishment in 2008, the Secretary 
Power and Energy said it was the 
first time that overhauling of this 
important project was being carried 
out. He hoped that after completion 
of the overhauling its power gener-
ation capacity would be upgraded.
(APP)

KP Govt directs newspaper management to provide employees 
details in 10 days

Governor appoints four advisors to KP Caretaker CM

Secretary P&E, CE PEDO inspect overhauling work at Malakand-III project

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 265 268

China Yuan 38.76 39.16

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 70 70.7

U.A.E Dirham 72.8 73.6

UK Pound 315.8 319

Euro 279.2 282

Australian Dollar 178 180.4

Canadian Dollar 194 196.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
193,490

Rs 
177,365

Rs 
169,304

Rs 
145,118

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
165,886

Rs 
152,062

Rs 
145,151

Rs 
124,415

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,589 Rs 15,206 Rs 14,515 Rs 12,441

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
470,282

Rs 
431,089

Rs 
411,496

Rs 
352,711

World Bank team reviews rural investment, 
institutional support project in KP

Cold, dry weather to prevail in most KP

City Police arrest 49 deadly accused of street-crimes

Locals kill two cubs in Khyber distt

Pesco notifies power suspension for Peshawar

LRH hospital opens five modern operation 
theaters for cardiac patients

Hamdard Nonehal Assembly holds  
monthly meeting

University of Peshawar to hold Convocation  
on 9th March 2023

Melting glaciers need urgent consideration to ensure ecological balance

PESHAWAR: In a visit to the office 
of the Chief Secretary Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, Imdadullah Bosal, a tech-
nical review team from the World 
Bank discussed the progress and fu-
ture steps of the multi-sector Rural 
Investment and Institutional Support 
Project (KP-RIISP). The project aims 
to bolster rural services delivery and 
local development in the province, 
including the merged districts. The 
World Bank mission reviewed the key 
actions taken so far and evaluated the 
project’s effectiveness in achieving 
its goals.  The discussions centered 

on identifying the project’s strengths, 
weaknesses, and opportunities for 
improvement. The team also exam-
ined ways to enhance the project’s 
impact and ensure its sustainability. 
The KP-RIISP project is an essential 
initiative that will have a significant 
positive impact on the socio-econom-
ic conditions of rural areas in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, including the merged 
districts. The World Bank’s technical 
review team has provided valuable 
insights to strengthen the project fur-
ther and ensure its long-term success. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteoro-
logical Center Peshawar on Friday pre-
dicted that cold and dry weather is ex-
pected in most districts of the province, 
whereas very cold and partly cloudy 
weather in upper districts. Isolated light 
rain and drizzle with light snowfall over 
the hills are likely to occur over Chitral, 
Dir, Kalam and Swat and Kohistan dis-
tricts. During the last 24 hours, cold 
and dry weather occurred over most 
districts of the province, while very cold 
in upper districts and hilly areas. The 

maximum and minimum temperatures 
recorded in centigrade at different 
stations of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
were Peshawar City 25/11, Chitral 
16/04, Timergara 22/05, Dir 21/03, 
Mirkhani 16/00, Kalam 11/-05, Drosh 
13/01, Saidu Sharif 23/05, Pattan 20/11, 
Malam Jabba 11/01, Takht Bhai 25/08, 
Kakul 22/07, Balakot 25/08, Parachinar 
21/04, Bannu 30/08, Cherat 16/06, D.I. 
Khan 30/11. The minimum tempera-
ture recorded in the province was -05 
�C in Kalam. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Capital City Police Pesha-
war have arrested 49 deadly accused of 
street crimes including women during 
a crackdown against criminals. In a 
statement issued here on Friday, Chief 
Capital City Police Officer (CCPO), Mo-
hammad Ijaz Khan, the Capital City Po-
lice have adopted a new strategy against 
street criminals and other anti-social el-
ements and have made a breakthrough 
in this regard. He said that during the 
period of one and half months of the 
current year, the capital city police 
have busted 17 gangs involved in street 

crimes including robberies, burglaries, 
and motorcar and motorcycle lifters. 
The arrested accused were committing 
crimes at gunpoint in posh localities 
like Hayatabad, University Town, Gul-
bahar, and adjacent areas. Similarly, a 
gang of women, which was involved in 
burglaries, has also been busted. Be-
sides, a cash amount of Rs.4.6 million, 
87 stolen mobile phone sets, 7 stolen 
motorcycles, three stolen motorcars, 5 
total gold, computer system, and lap-
top, arms, and ammunition have also 
been recovered from them.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The locals of Tirah 
valley in the Khyber district killed 
two cubs of the common leopards in 
mountains the other day. Wildlife of-
ficials on Friday said that locals spot-
ted the leopard cubs in the mountains 
and killed both of them. At least six 
leopards have been killed in Tirah 
valley, so far this year, the official said. 
He said the leopards living in the re-
mote mountains of Tirah valley some-
times descend to residential areas in 
search of food. The official said that 
lack of awareness regarding wildlife 
importance and protection, precious 

animals were being killed time and 
again, whenever they came in con-
tact with the human population. He 
said these leopards were declared as 
protected species, however, the local 
people, unaware of their importance 
in the ecological system, kill these an-
imals in fear of being attacked. Such 
incidents, he said, have put the sur-
vival of this species in danger. Howev-
er, he said after receiving information, 
the police and Wildlife Department 
initiated prompt action and arrested 
one of the accused for killing the leop-
ard cubs.(APP)

PESHAWAR:The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Friday 
notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended on February 18, 21, 25 and 28 
from 9am to 3pm. Consumers of 11 
KV Hayatabad 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, New Haya-
tabad, Health Care Hospital, Health 
Exultance, North West Hospital, 
Academy Town, RMI, Kacha Garhi, 
Karkhano, Gul Abad, PIC, Hayatabad 
Surgical, Peshawar General, Shak-
as 1, Health Net Hospital, Northern 
Bottling, Mohmand Steel feeders will 
face inconvenience. It said that pow-
er supply will also remain suspended 
from 132 KV Phase 7 Hayatabad Grid 
Station on February 18 and 25 from 
8:30am to 2:30pm. Consumers of 11 
KV Hayatabad 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 
14, Old Hayatabad, Deans Heights, 
Shaukat Khanam, Hayatabad 4, PC 
Hotel, Cell Wood, Frontier Ceram-
ics, Frontier Green Wood feeders will 
face inconvenience. The power sup-

ply will remain suspended from 132 
KV Sheikh Muhammadi-Peshawar 
University Transmission Line on 20th 
February 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. due to 
which consumers of 132 KV Pesha-
war University, Peshawar Industrial 
grid connected 11 KV feeders will 
face inconvenience. Power Supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Peshawar Fort Grid Station on 18th, 
23rd and 27th February 9:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Dabgari , Kakshal and Shoba 
feeders will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will also remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Mardan Grid 
Station on 18th February from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. resultantly consum-
er of 11 KV Bank Road, Muslim Abad, 
Sheikh Maltoon , Shamsi Road, Gajju 
Khan, Canal Road, Eid Gah, Dang 
Baba, Pakistan Chowk, Chardada 
Road, Jan Abad, UET, industry, Indus-
try Express feeders will face inconve-
nience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Lady Reading Hos-
pital (LRH) has opened five modern 
operation theaters for cardiac pa-
tients, with an additional 15 in the 
final stages of completion. The mod-
ular operation theaters have been 
designed to meet international stan-
dards, with advanced bio-clad and 
Hepa filter technology to minimize 
the risk of infection for patients un-
dergoing surgery. According LRH 
spokesperson , Muhammad Asim, 

Chairman LRH board, Dr. Nosher-
wan Khan Barki have issued instruc-
tions to the hospital’s management 
team to prioritize the timely comple-
tion of the modern modular operation 
theaters, with a focus on providing 
patients with high-quality care. This 
development is a significant boost to 
the healthcare system in Peshawar 
and underscores LRH’s commitment 
to investing in modern infrastructure 
to enhance patient outcomes.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The monthly meeting of 
Hamdard Nonehal Assembly was held 
here on Friday in Archives Hall Pesha-
war with renowned educationist, Mu-
hammad Haleem Shirazi in the chair. 
The session was attended by large 
number of students, teachers and civil 
society members. The session was ad-
dressed by students from leading ed-
ucational institutions including Govt. 
Girls Lady Griffith High School, Gov-
ernment Comprehensive Girls High 

School, Warsak Model school and 
Forward Girls High School who ex-
pressed their views about significance 
of education and impacts of religion on 
social and moral values. Speaking on 
the occasion, Chief Guest highlighted 
the flaws of existing education system 
and reasons behind degradation of 
moral values in the society. He urged 
parents and students to play their role 
for improvement of education and ed-
ucational institutions.(APP)

PESHAWAR: BS-Convocation of the 
University of Peshawar for the Sessions 
2016-2020 & 2017-2021 is scheduled to 
be held on 9th March, 2023 at 09:30 
a.m. in the Convocation Hall, Universi-
ty of Peshawar, wherein graduates will 
be awarded degrees in different disci-
plines of Bachelor Studies programme. 
All graduates of the above mentioned 
sessions are required to register their 
names with the Degree Section at the 
office of the Controller of Examina-
tions, University of Peshawar. Those 
graduates who have already received 
their Gold Medals/Degrees and are in-
terested to participate in the Convoca-
tion are advised to return their Medals 
along with photocopies of the Degrees 
to the Degree Section. The gradu-
ates are required to submit a copy of 
Degree/Final DMC/Transcript, two 
passport size photographs with white 
background, Computerized National 
Identity Card and a receipt of Rs.3000/-
(as convocation fee), deposited through 
a bank draft in favour of Treasurer 

University of Peshawar in any bank 
branch at the University Campus till  
March 2, 2023. Full dress rehearsal pri-
or to the convocation ceremony will be 
held on 8th March, 2023 at 09:00 a.m. 
in the Convocation Hall, University of 
Peshawar, wherein attendance of all 
graduates is mandatory.  Those who re-
main absent in the rehearsal will not be 
allowed to participate in the ceremony. 
NOTE: Gowns, Hoods & Caps will be 
available on rent of Rs.500/- from the 
Academic Section/Counter adjacent 
to the Convocation Hall, University of 
Peshawar on 8th March 2023 for which 
graduates have to submit Rs.2000/- as 
security. The graduates may download 
registration forms from the University 
website www.uop.edu.pk  or collect the 
same directly from the Degree Section 
of the University. Further information 
and details can be obtained on the 
following landline numbers in work-
ing hours. Phone Nos. 091-9222262, 
9222134, 9222031 & PBX: 9216721-22, 
Ext: 3185

PESHAWAR: Besides being home to 
the world 2nd highest mountain K2, 
Pakistan was a unique country where 
over 7,253 glaciers were providing fresh 
water supplies to millions of people for 
irrigation, drinking and industrial pur-
poses. Mostly located in Himalaya, Hin-
dukash and Karkuram regions of Gilgit 
Baltistan and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
these glaciers were a distinctive source 
of freshwater for agriculture, irriga-
tion, drinking and industrial supplies 
to people, agriculturists, farmers and 
industrialists living in those regions 
and downstream of Pakistan. Besides 

2,253 mighty, medium and small gla-
ciers, including Baltoro (63km), Biafo 
(67km), Batura (57km) found in Gilgit 
Baltistan, the Khyber Pakthunkhwa’s 
Upper Chitral district was blessed with 
around 500 glaciers especially at Trich-
mir mountains ranges providing fresh-
water to downward districts of Khyber 
Pakthunkhwa, Punjab and Sindh prov-
inces through rivers Swat, Panjokra, 
Kabul and Indus throughout the year. 
”Pakistan contains more glaciers than 
any other parts of earth outside of the 
polar region. Our irrigation network has 
largely depended on these glaciers that 

continuously re-charge our irrigated 
system in all provinces,’ said Tauheedul 
Haq, former Conservator of Forests KP 
while talking to APP on Friday. Due to 
rapid population growth, he said Paki-
stan was heading towards a situation of 
water shortage and by corollary, a threat 
of food insecurity due to fast melting of 
glaciers owing to climate change and 
global warming issues. The National 
Water Policy 2018 has revealed that per 
capita surface water availability has de-
clined from 5,260 cubic meters per year 
in 1951 to around 1,000 cubic meters 
in 2016 and this quantity was likely to 

further drop to about 860 cubic meters 
by 2025, marking our transition from 
a “water stressed” to a “water scarce” 
country. According to the policy, the 
minimum water requirement to avoid 
food and health implications of water 
scarcity was 1,000 cubic meters per 
capita per year and the situation under-
lined the need for rapid development 
and management of the country’s wa-
ter resources especially completion of 
construction of dams of Mohmand and 
Diamir Bhasha on a war footing basis to 
conserve the precious commodities for 
future generation. (APP)
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After Pak-US relations reached a difficult low with Imran 
Khan’s ouster, the relationship continues to gradually head 
towards a mend mending as the second round of the defence 
dialogue began in Washington today. This is a positive step 
as the main aim of the endeavour is to strengthen ties be-
tween the two states and expand upon strategic issues be-
tween the two defence establishments. A cordial relation-
ship and a peaceful diplomatic process is essential for our 
progress and both parties benefit from a strong working re-
lationship.Given our unstable economic condition, it would 
benefit the country if our positioning with the US reaches a 
stable point once more. The forum may also lead to further 
talks on development in the country and could complement 
the IMF deal being fleshed out. The deal is dire to unlock 
critical funding and help us stay afloat. While the military 
establishments of both countries have kept mutual interests 
in mind, the steps discussed in this meeting will enclose the 
challenging economic situation as well and could help in re-
gaining some semblance of macroeconomic stability. There 
is also a counterterrorism dialogue being planned for next 
month to narrow in on the deteriorating security situation 
in the region. The development does not indicate a greater 
part nership at present but any positive engagement is a step 
in the right direction. Pakistan’s Ambassador to the United 
States has also indicated a need for new linkages between 
the two in educa tion, research, and technology. This could 
help in people-to-peo ple ties and interactions for wider pub-
lic welfare. Whatever transpires between the countries, it 
should be ap preciated that we are shifting away from the 
allegations of the past. Last year’s insinuation and develop-
ing anti-American sen timents were not sustainable for Paki-
stan’s position in the in ternational arena. Until we reach a 
stable economic front, it is hoped that our bilateral ties re-
main amicable.

Pak-US Defence talks

President Ebrahim Raisi of Iran has 
concluded an official state visit to Chi-
na, where he met with his counterpart 
in Beijing, Xi Jinping. Ahead of the 
trip, Raisi published an article in Chi-
na’s most elite party newspaper, the 
People’s Daily, speaking out against 
“unilateralism”, “violent measures” 
and sanctions, which both countries 
believe to be the main causes of in-
stability in the world today. The visit 
comes at a critical juncture in the two 
nations’ geopolitical prospects, as the 
editorial alludes to. Both countries are 
facing intensifying pressure from the 
United States, which strives to contain 
and militarily “checkmate” them. Hav-
ing long since given up any pretence 
of upholding the Joint Comprehensive 
Plan of Action (JCPOA) with Tehran, 
which Donald Trump withdrew from, 
the US has imposed heavy sanctions 
on the country in a bid to try and crip-
ple its economic and military develop-
ment. Similarly, the US has placed an 
ever-growing series of embargoes on 
China’s technology industries, and is 
seeking to encircle it militarily. This has 
led Beijing and Tehran to diversify their 
partnerships away from the West and 
strive to deepen ties with each other 
in multiple areas. Two years ago, they 
signed the 25-year Iran–China Coop-
eration Program, which tentatively 
pledged $400 billion in investment to 
the Middle Eastern country. Why is 
China interested in Iran? Iran is a coun-
try with enormous untapped potential. 
In many aspects, it is a sleeping pow-
er. Boasting a population of over 86 
million, it is one of the most populous 
countries in the Middle East and, like 
China, is a so-called “civilization state,” 
that is a nation directly evolving from 

an ancient empire, Persia. While Iran 
has been subject to containment poli-
cies by the US since the revolution of 
1979, it has proven to be a formidable 
adversary of the West and thus a crit-
ical potential strategic partner for Chi-
na. This takes on further significance 
when its large-scale oil reserves are 
taken into consideration. China needs 
greater geopolitical support for facing 
off against the West and Iran is an im-
portant part of this. Tehran, likewise, 
sees Beijing as its best bet to escape 
Washington-imposed containment. 
America’s blatant and wilful disregard 
of the JCPOA has ended any illusions 
Iran once held about the US and its al-
lies, and recognizes that it is never go-
ing to be able to prosper unless it finds 
the political space to do so in a multi-
polar world. In other words, Tehran is 
placing its bets on helping establish a 
world where there are many powers, 
as opposed to one unilaterally dominat-
ed by the US, in which it might be able 
to undercut the influence of sanctions 
and hostile policies of US allies such as 
Israel. While this means deepening its 
ties with China, it also involves a close 
relationship with India and Russia, two 
other influential states who stand up to 
the US sanctions machine. But in for-
mulating this relationship, does China 
see Iran as an ally? Despite Beijing’s 
warm rhetoric and pledges to Tehran, 
the reality is more complicated. While 
the strategic element outlined above is 
important for Beijing, China is none-
theless attempting to court the entire 
Middle East simultaneously as part of 
a wider strategic balancing act. While 
China is willing to deepen its ties with 
Tehran, Beijing is not taking sides on 
conflicts within the Middle East, opting 

instead for neutrality and “stability” and 
signing strategic partnership agree-
ments with the likes of Saudi Arabia, 
a rival of Iran’s. All this leads to a key 
driving factor in China’s decision-mak-
ing: access to oil and energy. China is 
the largest consumer and importer of 
oil in the world, and its over-reliance 
on importing oil via maritime routes 
through its eastern seaboard is a strate-
gic weakness which the US would seek 
to exploit in the event of conflict. While 
Iran having its own oil is one obvious 
factor, what is more significant is that it 
also serves as a geographic land bridge 
into Asia from the Middle East, which 
makes it a critical part of the Belt and 
Road Initiative. While China can also 
buy oil from Saudi Arabia, the UAE 
and others, what these states cannot do 
is transport the oil to China over land, 
which would make it less vulnerable 
to potential US attacks. As a result, 
China is interested in creating infra-
structure in Iran, as in neighbouring 
Afghanistan.Ultimately, Iran is critical 
to China’s national security in multiple 
areas: geopolitics, energy and geogra-
phy. Both sides have come to recognize 
the other as one of their most important 
geopolitical partnerships. In an era of 
growing US hostility, aggression and 
coercion, China and Iran are coming 
together as two states that understand 
the importance of multipolarity and 
finding common ground to develop 
amid Western sanctions. China offers 
growth for Iran, while Iran also offers 
security, energy and the potential of a 
“sleeping power” in the Middle East. 
Both countries want to build a very dif-
ferent world, one which the US is doing 
everything it can to prevent.
Courtesy: RT
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 Why the China-Iran partnership matters
— By Timur Fomenko

Pakistan’s economy has been grap-
pling with high levels of debt and an 
increasing risk of default along with 
numerous other economic challeng-
es including persistent inflation, slow 
growth and high debt levels. However, 
the blue economy holds the potential 
to provide a much-needed boost to the 
country’s economy and help it over-
come its current challenges. The blue 
economy encompasses the sustain-
able use of ocean-based resources and 
activities, including fishing, shipping, 
tourism, marine resources, renewable 
energy and many others. As a country 
with a long coastline along the Arabi-
an Sea, Pakistan has a rich maritime 
domain that can be leveraged to drive 
economic growth. However, Pakistan 
lags behind India and Bangladesh 
in terms of blue economy revenue, 
earning only $450 million annually 
compared to billions earned by its 
neighbors. Pakistan’s untapped blue 
economy holds immense potential to 
transform its economic landscape. Its 
strategic coastal location, vast mari-
time resources and rich natural her-
itage provide a unique platform for 
economic growth and prosperity. The 
country’s 1050 km of coastline, Exclu-
sive Economic Zone spanning 240,000 
sq. km, and 50,000 sq. km of continen-
tal shelf position it as a hub for mari-
time trade in the Indian Ocean Region. 
The ongoing development of Gwadar 
port under CPEC, a flagship project of 
the Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) posi-
tions Pakistan as a key player in the 
region, making it a prime destination 
for investment and development in 
the blue economy sector. With an es-
timated worth of over $100 billion, Pa-
kistan’s blue economy has the poten-
tial to ignite an economic revolution, 
driving the country towards a brighter 
future. Pakistan holds a strategic posi-
tion in the Indian Ocean region, with 
its extensive sea routes serving as a 
vital hub for international trade and 
commerce. The country heavily relies 
on its shipping industry, with over 90% 
of its trade volume being transported 

through the sea. However, despite an 
impressive annual seaborne trade vol-
ume of over 94 million tons in 2020, 
the Pakistan National Shipping Cor-
poration (PNSC) only handled 9.33% 
of it. This leads to an estimated loss 
of 5 billion USD in freight charges 
paid to foreign vessels. The revenue 
from the sea transport system can be 
significantly improved with the gov-
ernment playing an instrumental role 
by enhancing its ships fleet and in-
creasing the sector’s contribution to 
the GDP. The PNSC has demonstrat-
ed its potential for growth, as evident 
from its 2020 net profit of PKR 2,414 
million and 10% increase in taxes and 
dividends paid to the government. 
This highlights the immense potential 
of the shipping industry in Pakistan, 
which with proper investment and 
support, can bring significant econom-
ic benefits to the country. Pakistan has 
enormous potential in marine tour-
ism, with a picturesque coastline and 
a wealth of natural, cultural and reli-
gious tourism resources. Despite the 
recognition of tourism as an industry 
by the federal government in the late 
80s and efforts to develop the sector, it 
remains underdeveloped due to politi-
cal instability, poor governance and se-
curity concerns. In comparison, neigh-
boring countries, for instance India, 
have leveraged their coastal assets to 
grow their tourism industry, leading to 
increased foreign exchange and reve-
nue. To unlock the potential of marine 
tourism in Pakistan, the government 
must focus on developing a wide range 
of activities such as boat tours, marine 
sports, beach development and oth-
er water-based recreation. To attract 
investment, the government must in-
centivize with tax breaks, high profit 
margins, streamlined documentation 
processes and security guarantees. By 
maximizing the potential of marine 
tourism, Pakistan has the opportunity 
to improve the standard of living for 
coastal communities and increase its 
earning potential. In addition to these 
established sectors, there are many 

other areas of the blue economy that 
have great potential for Pakistan, such 
as the marine fishing industry. Despite 
its vast resources and potential, the 
fishing industry in Pakistan accounts 
for a mere 0.4% of its GDP. The high 
costs associated with the fishing indus-
try have impacted its profitability, put-
ting it behind its neighboring countries 
in terms of aquaculture production. 
The post-harvest processing sector in 
Pakistan is also underdeveloped, with 
outdated and undercapitalized fish 
processing facilities. It is imperative 
that the government and private sec-
tor work together to harness the full 
potential of Pakistan’s rich maritime 
resources and tap into its untapped 
potential to drive growth, create jobs 
and drive sustainable development. 
In conclusion, the blue economy has 
the potential to play a crucial role in 
addressing Pakistan’s debt woes. By 
leveraging its maritime domain and 
investing in sustainable ocean-based 
activities, the country can drive eco-
nomic growth, create new jobs and 
generate new revenue streams. While 
the blue economy may not be a sil-
ver bullet solution to all of Pakistan’s 
financial challenges, it is certainly a 
promising avenue worth exploring 
to help the country overcome its debt 
problems and achieve long-term eco-
nomic stability. It is the high time for 
Pakistan to embrace its blue potential 
and work towards sustainable policies 
and strategies that promote the growth 
of its blue economy. By doing so, its 
coastal areas will no longer be viewed 
as vast and empty wilderness, but as 
a source of prosperity and well-being 
for all its citizens. Not only this but 
also investing in the blue economy can 
help diversify Pakistan’s economy and 
reduce its dependence on traditional 
sectors, such as agriculture and man-
ufacturing. This can help the country 
become more resilient to economic 
shocks and provide new sources of 
growth.

- Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Blue economy as a panacea for Pakistan’s staggering economy
— By Shafiq Khattak

OVER 55 per cent of the world pop-
ulation lives in cities. With fast-grow-
ing urbanisation, this figure is set 
to rise to 68pc by 2050. Pakistan is 
one of the most populous countries, 
with increasing migration towards 
its cities. Yet, urban policy has failed 
to keep pace with the growing de-
mand for public services in health, 
transport, education, etc. There is 
much talk of better transport and 
education provision in urban areas, 
but healthcare has not figured very 
much even in discussions on urban 
planning. Urban policy can enhance 
health outcomes for town and city 
dwellers if the promotion and protec-
tion of public health are positioned at 
the heart of city and town planning. 
Ironically, it is in urban areas where 
health inequalities and degraded 
healthcare infrastructure are starkly 
exposed. Alongside rich and shiny 
neighbourhoods are slums, where 
poor housing and sanitation and ap-
palling waste management systems 
have an adverse impact on lives. Sim-
ilarly, underfunded enclaves in urban 
areas are deprived of public parks 
and spacious housing units, which 
aggravates the already poor health 
outcomes in these areas. The lack of 
access to proper health infrastruc-
ture and economic opportunities in 
poor and unplanned areas worsens 
matters. The story of rosy health and 
ill health in urban settings is the sto-
ry of unequal access to healthcare 
in a city’s rich and poor areas. The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
emphasises better air quality, water 
and sanitation, a smoke-free envi-
ronment, safe and healthily planned 
areas as well as the management of 
vector-borne disease and prepared-
ness for health emergencies in urban 
areas. But cities lack most of these, 
thanks to rising population numbers 
(and thus greater competition for 
already stretched resources), an un-
derdeveloped infrastructure and poor 
housing and sanitation systems. Bad 
air quality and pollution exacerbate 

these problems. Some estimates say 
that as much as 90pc of the popula-
tion in the urban areas inhales pol-
luted air, resulting in respiratory dis-
eases. The smog in Lahore is a case 
in point. Urban areas face numerous 
health threats. First is the growing 
burden of non-communicable illness-
es, such as heart disease, diabetes and 
asthma, made worse by unhealthy 
living and poor working conditions. 
Diabetes is associated with obesi-
ty and physical inactivity, which is 
brought on, among other factors, by 
the dearth of green walking spaces. 
Unhealthy lifestyles complicate the 
management of this disease. Road 
injuries and interpersonal violence 
due to poverty and social tension are 
also a health threat, though perhaps 
not generally viewed as such. Road 
injuries are linked to badly designed 
transport systems and weakly im-
plemented vehicle and motorway 
regulations. Moreover, the threat of 
vector-borne diseases such as dengue 
now looms large in urban areas. This 
is linked to both urbanisation and 
crowded living conditions. Almost 
40pc of urban dwellers lack access 
to sanitation and safe drinking water. 
As has been observed, the spread of 
Covid-19 was swiftest in congested 
and overcrowded urban areas. The 
epic migration of migrant labour in 
India, from the slums of large urban 
centres to rural homes, was reflective 
of health-related effects in the slums. 
Urban areas, while consuming over 
two-thirds of the world’s energy, are 
also large emitters of greenhouse 
gases. Their inhabitants are most 
vulnerable to climate change as these 
areas tend to experience higher tem-
peratures as compared to rural areas 
due to declining green cover. In the 
US, certain historically deprived and 
un  derdeveloped areas inhabited by 
Lati nos and African Americans and 
im  migrant populati o  ns experience 
hi  gher temperatures — this is de-
scribed as thermal inequities. 
- Courtesy: Dawn

Urban healthcare
— By Arif Azad

Admission problems
These days everyone is aware of edu-
cation. Which is very important in our 
daily lives. But still, no one is thinking 
about the flawed admissions system. 
Mostly, higher education is disrupted 
due to a flawed admission system 

in Pakistan. Somewhere because of 
late Admission, a year or two years 
are wasted. Because teachers are not 
taking them or allowing them to at-
tend the classes. That is one of the 
biggest issues in Pakistan. It is my 
humble request to the government of 

Pakistan that kindly take care of this 
big issue. Because of late admission, 
a year should not be wasted. If the 
government accepts our letter and 
solves our problem, we will be very 
much thankful.
- Sangeen Rafiq, Turbat.

Letters to the Editor



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

4 National
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Saturday 17 February 2023

ISLAMABAD: Health expert on Fri-
day stressed the need for creating 
public awareness on ‘Colorectal 
cancer’ also known as bowel can-
cer and urged civil society groups to 
play their part in it. Talking to the 
ptv news channel, Surgical Oncol-
ogist Dr Munazzah Aziz explained 
that ‘Colorectal cancer’ stands to 
be the third-most common cancer 
among men, worldwide, adding, 
CRC awareness would make men 
and women in Pakistan aware of 

the disease and it could happen to 
both the genders and often symp-
toms are difficult to identify in the 
early stages. She said, “It is import-
ant for individuals to learn about the 
prevention, management, and treat-
ment options, adding, constipation, 
changes in stool color, blood in the 
stool, bleeding from the rectum, ex-
cessive gas, abdominal cramps, and 
abdominal pain could be few of the 
indicators of this disease.” In early 
stage of this disease, “CRC is found 

in older adults like sixty years and 
above, adding, however, in recent 
years there has been an increase 
in younger people, especially it is 
increasing in men as compared to 
women in Pakistan.” “Poor lifestyle, 
dietary habits, obesity, and lesser 
physical activities are the main rea-
son for the increasing cases of this 
disease,” she added. “An active life-
style has been linked to a reduced 
risk of ‘colorectal cancer’,” she add-
ed. (APP)

PCAA installs two self-check-in kiosks  
at NIIA to facilitate passengers

ANF arrests four on recovery of three kg narcotics
ICT admin to launch doorstep services

Govt releases 12,779 mln for railways’  
division in 7 months

Senate adopts recommendations on Finance 
(Supplementary) Bill 2023

Audio leak of ex-ministers attempting to derail 
IMF deal echoes in National Assembly

Special checkpoints set up for effective security in city

Five bids to smuggle 3850 wheat flour bags foiled

IK is security risk for country’s peace, stability: 
Danyal Ch.

Police register case against person  
domesticating leopard

When fantasy meets reality: Hazards of online 
relationships By Dr Sohail Taj

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority (PCAA) has installed two 
self-check-in kiosks at the new Islam-
abad International Airport (NIIA) to 
facilitate domestic passengers. Ac-
cording to a spokesman of PCAA, the 
self-check-in kiosks were provided to 
facilitate the passengers at the time 
of domestic departures at the airport. 
The spokesman said the kiosks fa-
cility had been enabled at Islamabad 

Airport with the support of Pakistan 
International Airlines (PIA). He said 
the Kiosks would reduce passenger 
check-in time and further improve 
airport efficiency. The spokesman 
said the self-check-in kiosks would 
help reduce queues at the airlines 
counters. He said the other domestic 
airlines may encourage passengers 
without baggage to use this facility.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan while conducting 
four counter-narcotics operations 
seized over three kg narcotics and 
arrested four accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Friday. He informed that in an opera-
tion at Bacha Khan International Air-
port, Peshawar recovered 127 grams 
charras from the possession of two 
Sharjah-bound passengers, residents 
of Karak going on flight no. ER-751. 
In another operation 70 grams heroin 
was recovered from a parcel booked 

for Qatar at Rawalpindi mail office. 
In third operation conducted near 
Multan Airport Road, ANF recovered 
1.8 kg charras and 104 grams heroin 
from the possession of an accused 
resident of Multan. The spokesman 
informed that ANF in a raid at Gar-
den Town Karachi managed to recov-
er one kg Ice drug from the posses-
sion of two drug traffickers, resident 
of Karachi. The spokesman said that 
separate cases have been registered 
against the accused while further in-
vestigations are under process.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: With an aim to ease 
citizens of Federal capital, the Is-
lamabad Capital Territory (ICT) ad-
ministration would launch doorstep 
services to better facilitate the pop-
ulace, making their lives effort-less. 
According to ICT spokesperson Ab-
dullah Tabbassum, the citizens of the 
federal capital would be able to enjoy 
the doorstep service initiative which 
includes facilities like domicile cer-
tificates, birth and death certificates, 
issuance of Power of Attorney, inter-
national driving permit, fuel permit 
(domestic and commercial) and vehi-
cle registrations. He said a dedicated 
helpline would be launched for the 
said initiative. “The citizens will be 

able to fix an appointment, time and 
get the required details from the ad-
ministration’s representative through 
it. The ‘doorstep mobile vehicle’ will 
reach the doorstep of citizens within 
a given time”. He said ICT adminis-
tration including National Database 
and Registration Authority (NAD-
RA), Excise and Taxation department 
(E&TD), Islamabad Traffic Police 
(ITP) were on board for the said ini-
tiative. Tabbassum said now citizens 
would get birth and death certificates 
from any Union Council (UC) centre 
or Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) office only after confirming 
the residential address of Islamabad.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
so far released funds amounting to Rs 
12,779 million, under the Public Sec-
tor Development Programme (PSDP 
2022-23) against a total allocation of 
around Rs 32,440 million to execute 36 
different projects. Out of the total au-
thorization/disbursement of Rs 12,779 
million, around Rs 12, 600 million 
have been utilized by railways’ divi-
sion projects during the seven-month 
period (July-January) of the current 
fiscal year, according to official data 
available with APP. According to the 
documents, Rs26,648.036 million 
have been earmarked for 32 ongoing 
projects, out of which Rs15,974.500 
million has been reserved for pro-
curement and manufacturing of 820 
High Capacity Bogie Freight Wag-

ons and 230 passenger coaches. The 
Federal government has allocated 
Rs2,300 million for the special repair 
of 100 diesel-electric locomotives for 
improving the reliability and avail-
ability of running locomotives. Sim-
ilarly, an amount of Rs1,000 million 
was earmarked for the replacement 
of old and obsolete Signal Gear from 
the Lodhran-Multan-Khanewal-Shah-
dara Bagh Mainline section of Paki-
stan Railways. While, an amount of 
Rs6,000 million has been kept for four 
new schemes, out of which Rs5,000 
million would be utilized for up-gra-
dation of Pakistan Railways exist-
ing Main Line-I and establishment 
of Dry Port near Havelian (2018-22) 
Phase-1, China-Pak Economic Corri-
dor (CPEC).(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Upper House 
of the Parliament on Friday unani-
mously adopted the recommenda-
tions on the Money Bill further to 
amend certain laws relating to tax-
es and duties through the Finance 
(Supplementary) Bill 2023. The 
Senate session commenced with the 
verses of Holy Qur’an highlighting 
piety, patience, humility and forgive-
ness to be practiced by the believ-
ers to seek the Almighty’s blessings 
and salvation. The Chairman Senate 
greeted Jumma Mubarak to the sen-
ators and took up leave applications 
at the start, however, he directed 
Senator Sadia Abbasi to move the 
Senate Standing Committee on Fi-
nance and Revenue recommenda-
tions on the Money Bill on behalf 
of the chairman committee Senator 
Saleem Mandviwalla. Earlier, the 
Senator had presented the report of 
the said Committee on the Money 

Bill to make further amendments in 
certain laws pertaining to taxes and 
duties that was also unanimously 
adopted by the House. On behalf of 
Senator Saleem Mandviwalla, Sena-
tor Abbasi also moved the motion of 
the Committee on Finance and Rev-
enue on requesting an extension for 
a period of thirty days from February 
17, 2023, regarding amendments in 
the Customs Act 1969, and the inclu-
sion of import issues in the next bud-
get which was unanimously carried 
by the House. Senator Sadia Abbasi 
also presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Finance and Revenue on 
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed’s question 
no. 46 pertaining to crossing points 
at Lower Dir and Bajaur including 
Ghulam Khan in North Waziristan 
at Pak-Afghan Border being closed 
for transportation between the two 
countries. However, the report sub-
mission was declared late. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly on Friday debated the Finance 
(Supplementary) Bill, 2023 and crit-
icized the former federal finance 
minister Shaukat Tareen and two 
provincial finance ministers for 
their attempt to derail the deal with 
International Monetary Fund (IMF). 
Minister for Commerce Syed Nav-
eed Qamar moved a motion to con-
sider the Finance (Supplementary) 
Bill, 2023 and the House formally 
opened the debate on it. Taking part 
in debate, PPPP lawmaker Qadir 
Khan Mandokhail said that former 
finance Minister Shaukat Tareen 
attempted to derail agreement with 
IMF along with former Finance Min-
isters of Punjab Mohsin Leghari and 
Taimur Saleem Khan Jhagra. He 
said that a plan was made to sabo-
tage the agreement and everything 
was revealed after surfacing of an 
audio-leak regarding talks among 
these three personalities. He said 

that PPPP tried to get rid of the for-
mer government and Chairperson 
PPPP Bilawal Bhutto Zardari led 
this movement and conducted a 
long march. He said that incumbent 
coalition government had succeed-
ed to remove the name of Pakistan 
from grey list of FATF while the var-
ious pending projects including the 
China Pakistan Economic Corridor 
was now underway. He said that our 
foreign minister was conducting the 
visits of various countries and try-
ing for better image of Pakistan. Mr. 
Mandokhail demanded to impose 
taxes on those having more than 
one bungalows in posh areas, lux-
ury vehicles and property in urban 
belts of various cities.MQM law-
maker Salahuddin also recalled the 
‘audio’ of Shaukat Tareen and said 
that he attempted to convince the 
ex-finance ministers of two provinc-
es not to own deal of federal govern-
ment with IMF. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police have 
set up special checkpoints at various 
locations and important boulevards 
to ensure further effective security 
in the city. In a statement, police said 
that effective measures were being 
taken to maintain law and order and 
enhance security in the city, in com-
pliance with the special directions of 
the Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad, Dr Akbar Nasir Khan. 
Ambulances, police vehicles, other 

government vehicles, and police per-
sonnel will also be checked at these 
points. Government officials and 
citizens have been appealed to keep 
their identity cards with them while 
traveling and cooperate with the po-
lice during the checking process. IGP 
Islamabad has said that maintaining 
law and order and protecting the lives 
and property of citizens were among 
the top priorities of the Islamabad Po-
lice. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Department 
Rawalpindi and district police here 
on Friday foiled five bids to smuggle 
3850 wheat flour bags. According to 
a district administration spokesman, 
the authorities of the food department 
along with Potohar Division police 
conducted raids in different areas 
and rounded up five drivers namely 
Faridoon, Sabz Ali, Raheem, Ali ur 
Rehman, and Rehman on recovery of 
3850 wheat flour bags. He informed 
that the accused were trying to ille-

gally ship out wheat flour bags out 
of the Rawalpindi division. The Food 
Department Rawalpindi and district 
police on the directives of Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Rawalpindi were 
strictly monitoring all the exit points 
of Rawalpindi district to foil wheat 
and flour smuggling bids, he added. 
He said, 33 bids were foiled during 
the last five days and teams recovered 
15,532 wheat, flour, and fine flour 
(maida) bags from the possession of 
the arrested accused. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senior leader Barrister 
Danyal Chaudhry of Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) on Friday 
criticised Imran Khan has become a 
“security risk” for the country as he 
was playing a dangerous game with 
its interests. Talking to a private news 
channel, he lashed out that PTI’s 
government in its four-year rule was 
a “threat” to the sovereignty of the 
country and due to Imran Khan’s pol-
icies public is suffering an imminent 
economic crisis. He warned that the 
country’s independence, sovereign-
ty and honour would be at stake if 
people like Imran Khan would not be 
arrested. Danyal also criticized PTI 

chief Imran Khan for not appearing 
in the hearing despite court orders 
and making excuses. He also de-
manded action against the PTI chief 
instead of dismissing the plea. Re-
plying to a query, he said that Imran 
Khan should be arrested for mocking 
the judiciary, adding, Imran Khan 
formed many fake cases against his 
opponents during his premiership 
but no case could be proved against 
them. Imran Niazi ‘s politics is based 
only on lies which are exposing day 
by day, he said, adding, Imran Khan 
should be accountable for diamonds 
taken as bribe in the foreign funding 
and Toshakhana cases.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police have 
registered a case against the person 
keeping the leopard at the house who 
injured several persons in a hous-
ing society. According to the police 
spokesman, a case of the incident 
has been registered at Sihala police 
station against the unknown accused 
under section 324/289 of the Pakistan 
Penal Code. The leopard was domes-
ticated by an unknown person and 
the accused endangered the lives of 
citizens by keeping dangerous an-
imals. “The search for the accused 
is going on and legal action will be 
taken after arresting him soon,” he 

added. It is pertinent to mention 
here that a wild leopard entered the 
house at DHA Phase-II. The people 
of the neighborhood informed the 
relief organization and wildlife about 
his existence in the area. Islamabad 
Wildlife Management board (IWMB) 
and Capital Development Authority 
took more than five hours to cap-
ture a leopard that injured several 
persons and panicked residents. As 
per initial reports, three people got 
hurt, including two staff members 
of IWMB, during the entire episode 
which resulted in the capture of the 
wild cat.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Online relationships 
can range from mild to potentially 
dangerous as some users are serious 
about their online connections, build-
ing real-life relationships with those 
they have met online while others treat 
them as a casual form of entertain-
ment. Many users share personal infor-
mation, real-life experiences, and even 
photos without fully considering the 

consequences. The internet is a neces-
sary tool in modern times and it is also 
important for users to approach these 
relationships with caution for being 
mindful of only sharing what is neces-
sary and appropriate for the relation-
ship. But at times, online relationships 
could prove toxic, and harassment can 
arise when one person becomes obses-
sive and controlling. (APP)

Expert stresses on timely screening to deal with ‘Colorectal cancer’

Bhakkar’s cylinder  
explosion claims two lives

PFA destroys 1640 litres 
adulterated milk

Ex-LHC judge  
Malik Qayyum passes away

Alleged bomber explodes 
himself in IBO

RPO for setting up  
Evidence Collection Unit

ISLAMABAD: Two members of a 
family, including a father and his 
son reportedly lost their lives when 
an liquefied petroleum gas cylinder 
exploded in their house situated in 
Bhakkar on Friday. According to 
Rescue 1122 sources, three critically 
injured members of the family were 
rushed to a nearby hospital, private 
news channels reported. The gas cyl-
inder reportedly caught fire and ex-
ploded in a house located in Moha-
lah Lal Darwaish of Bhakkar district. 
After the explosion, fire also erupt-
ed due to gas leakage which was 
doused by fire tenders. Police and 
rescue teams reached the spot and 
pulled out the bodies from the rub-
ble, and shifted the injured to DHQ 
hospital. (APP)

MULTAN: The Punjab Food Author-
ity (PFA) destroyed around 1640 
litres of adulterated milk here on 
Friday after checking the required 
sources and standards. According to 
DG Punjab Food Authority Mudassar 
Riaz Malik, the food safety team of 
PFA erected a picket at Shah Jamal, 
checked the quality of milk with a 
modern lactose machine, and seized 
a tank full of 1640 liters of unhealthy 
milk. In addition to chemicals, large 
amounts of animal fat were found in 
the milk, which was destroyed on the 
spot as it was unhealthy to consume. 
The wasted milk was to be supplied 
to hotels and milk shops in the city. 
Mudassar Riaz Malik said that adul-
terers are national criminals and do 
not deserve any concession.(APP)

LAHORE: Malik Muhammad Qa-
yyum, a former judge of the Lahore 
High Court and attorney general for 
Pakistan, passed away here on Fri-
day. His funeral will be offered in 
Jamia Ashrafia, Ferozpur Road, at 
1.30pm, after Juma prayer, whereas 
burial will take place at Miani Sahib 
Graveyard. Malik Qayyum was the 
brother of late Pervaiz Malik and un-
cle of PML-N MNA Ali Pervaiz Ma-
lik. (APP)

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN: An alleged 
suicide bomber wearing a exploded 
himself during security forces’ intelli-
gence based operation here in South 
Waziristan tribal district. According 
to official sources, the security forc-
es cordoned off the area at Spinkai 
in South Waziristan after receiving 
information about presence of a 
suicide bomber arrived from Logar 
province of Afghanistan. During an 
exchange of fire, an alleged suicide 
bomber identified as Rehman Meh-
sud Alias Nekro was killed after his 
vest exploded. (APP)

SARGODHA: Regional Police Officer 
Sargodha (RPO), Shahrukh Kamal 
Siddiqui on Friday directed to set up 
Evidence Collection Unit (ECU) in the 
region. The ECU would be the first 
collection unit which would provide 
modern techniques of investigations 
to make investigation process much 
easier. The RPO said this while pay-
ing visit to Forensic Science Agency 
here. District Police Officer Muham-
mad Faisal Kamran was also accom-
pany him. In charge Forensic agency 
briefed RPO about the operational 
work of the agency in detail. (APP)
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NDMA dispatches 21 NLC trailers of relief via road to Turkiye, Syria
ISLAMABAD: The National Disaster 
Management Authority (NDMA) on 
Friday dispatched 21 trailers of the 
National Logistics Cell (NLC) carry-
ing relief items for the earthquake-af-
fected victims of Turkiye and Syria via 
Taftan, Iran road route. The NDMA 

on the directions of the Prime Min-
ister mobilised the NLC trailers that 
reached Taftan, Iran with relief items, 
the NDMA spokesperson said. It was 
the first convoy sent to the people of the 
friendly countries of Turkiye and Syr-
ia affected by the recent severe earth-

quake reached Taftan which was a bor-
der town at Pakistan-Iran international 
border. The relief items included tents, 
blankets and other essential items. This 
relief cargo was consisting of 21 trailers 
being be sent to Turkiye and Syria via 
Taftan, Iran road. (APP)

PM expresses grief over death of Justice (retd) 
Malik Qayyum

ANF arrests five drug peddlers, recovers huge 
quantity of drugs

Senate Standing Committee on Water Resources 
passed the Pakistan Council of Research in Water 

Resources (Amendment) Bill, 2022

Role to be played to stabilize prices of poultry 
products: Masood Anwar

The 2nd International Conference on  
Knowledge-Based Textile held at the NTU Faisalabad

Police arrest two in Sirikot taxi driver murder case

Meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on 
Finance and Revenue held

PAF contingent participates in Spears of  
Victory, 2023 drill

People’s Bus Service starts operations in Sukkur

WHO extends  over Rs 70 mln medical relief 
package for South Punjab

Two bike lifters arrested; five stolen  
motorcycles recovered

NA passes bill for establishment of Pir Roshaan 
Institute in Miranshah

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Friday expressed grief 
over the death of Justice (Retd.) Ma-
lik Muhammad Qayyum. The prime 
minister extended condolences to the 
family of Justice (retd) Qayyum and 

said the deceased had a distinguished 
position in the field of law. He prayed 
to Allah Almighty to rest the departed 
soul in eternal peace and grant pa-
tience to the bereaved family to bear 
the loss with fortitude. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) during counter-narcotics op-
erations across the country, arrest-
ed five drug peddlers and recovered 
huge amounts of hashish, heroin, and 
ice from their possession. According 
to a spokesperson of ANF, the team 
recovered 127 grams of hashish and 
arrested two drug pushers who were 
travelling to Sharjah from Bacha 
Khan International Airport Peshawar 
on Flight No. ER 751-. In another op-

eration, the force seized 70 grams of 
heroin from a parcel booked for Qatar 
at the Rawalpindi Daily Mail office. At 
the operation near Multan Airport, the 
force recovered over 1 kg of hashish 
and 104 grams of heroin and arrested 
one drug peddler. During an opera-
tion near Karachi Garden Town, the 
force seized one kg of ice and arrested 
two drug smugglers. Cases under the 
Anti-Narcotics Act have been lodged 
against the accused arrested.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Water Resourc-
es in its meeting held on Thursday 
at the Ministry of Water Resources, 
after detailed deliberations passed 
the Pakistan Council of Research in 
Water Resources (Amendment) Bill, 
2022.  The members while reviewing 
the work of the Organization laud-
ed its endeavors and recommended 
that its work on water conservation 
should be made part of the building 
plan for sustainable development. 
Chaired by Senator Syed Muhammad 
Sabir Shah, the meeting was attend-
ed by Senator Taj Haider, Senator 
Gurdeep Singh, Senator Dr. Muham-
mad Humayun Mohmand, Senator 
Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen, 
and senior officers from the Minis-

try of Water Resources along with 
all concerned. While being briefed 
on the Nai Gaj Dam in Sindh Prov-
ince, members recommended that a 
holistic approach should be adopted 
to ensure that maximum benefits are 
gained by the people of Balochistan 
and Sindh. Speaking of infrastructur-
al changes, members recommended 
that the storage capacity of the Nai 
Gaj Dam should be enhanced in order 
to prevent flooding of surrounding 
areas. Discussing delays in the com-
pletion of the project, the Committee 
was informed that timely releases of 
funding were the main cause.  The 
Committee recommended that a de-
tailed report should be submitted 
highlighting irregularities that led to 
delays at PC-I and PC-II stages. (APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Livestock Secre-
tary Masood Anwar was fully active 
to review the reasons for surge in 
poultry products. According to offi-
cial sources here on Friday, the secre-
tary visited private poultry farms and 
feed mills in the provincial capital. He 
said “We will play our role in stabiliz-
ing prices of poultry products. “ He 
said that recommendations would be 
prepared for availability of raw mate-

rial, quality control and reduction of 
prices with detail review of market-
ing system. Masood Anwar said, “It 
is our mission to ensure provision of 
inexpensive protein to people with 
the support of poultry industry, Indus-
tries department and district admin-
istration.”Lahore Division Director 
Dr Kanwar Muhammad Naeem was 
along with the secretary during the 
visit.(APP)

FAISALABAD: The 2nd Internation-
al Conference on Knowledge-Based 
Textile took place at the Nation-
al Textile University, Faisalabad 
on 14th-15th February 2023. The 
conference was organized by the 
School of Engineering and Tech-
nology under the Grand Challenge 
Fund Project (KnowTex) and co-or-
ganized by seven institutes and uni-
versities, including three national 
and four international co-organiz-
ers: Donghua University, China, 
University Technology Malaysia, 
Malaysia, Northumbria University, 
UK, and Taxonomy, UK, and at na-
tional level NED University, Kara-
chi, BUITEMS Quetta, and Pakistan 
Circular Fashion Council. This con-
ference was fully sponsored by sev-

eral industries. Including Interloop 
Limited (Platinum Sponsor), our 
gold sponsors were Nizam Sons, US 
Denim, iTextiles (pvt) Ltd., and Sap-
phire Textile Mills Ltd., while WWF 
Pakistan, Mahmood Group and EL-
EVATE global were the Silver Spon-
sors. Media partners of this confer-
ence were TEXtalks and Pakistan 
Textile Journal. There were also 
several supporting bodies like Pa-
kistan Hosiery Manufacturers and 
Exporter Association (PHMA), Pa-
kistan Readymade Garments Man-
ufacturer and Exporters Association 
(PRGMEA), Faisalabad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries (FCCI), 
Feroze 1888 and Artistic Apparels 
who contributed in the success of 
this conference.(APP)

GHAZI: Sirikot taxi driver murder 
case, the victim’s brother nominat-
ed the victim’s close friend and his 
wife in the murder, police arrested 
the spouse and obtained two days’ 
physical remand from the court. Ac-
cording to the details, a dead body 
was found in a white-colored Suzuki 
Carry bearing No. LOV 5678 parked 
at the location of Sarikot, the hilly 
area of tehsil Ghazi. Later the dead 
body of the deceased was identi-
fied as Muhammad Asif Shah, son 
of Munsif Khan Resident of village 
Khairuch internal Sarikot who was 
working as Chowkidar in primary 
school Khairuch and also driving a 
taxi as a part-time job. Muhammad 

Fayyaz Shah, the real brother of the 
deceased taxi driver Mohammad 
Asif Shah while filing an application 
with police station Ghazi claimed 
that one Munawar Shah resident 
of Sirikot, and his wife Bushra Bibi 
were involved in the murder of his 
brother. He said that the spouse had 
hired the vehicle of his brother to 
travel anywhere and later dead body 
of his brother was found in the vehi-
cle. On the application of the brother 
of deceased Asif Shah, police arrest-
ed the spouse and obtained two days 
of physical remand from the court to 
investigate the matter whereas the 
case had already been registered un-
der section 302 PPC.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A meeting of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Fi-
nance and Revenue was held here at 
the Parliament House on Thursday 
with Senator Saleem Mandviwalla 
in Chair. The Senate Committee de-
liberated and discussed the recom-
mendations on Money Bill, which 
aimed to amend the laws relating 
to taxes and duties. The Finance 
(Supplementary ) Bill 2023 laid in 
the House on 15th February 2023 
brings about an increase in the 
general sales tax from 17 to 18 pc 
besides increasing the Federal Exer-
cise duty on sugary items, tobacco, 
airline tickets, marriage halls, and 
cement. Senator Saleem Mandvi-

walla apprised the Finance division 
that the Aviation ministry has writ-
ten a letter to Committee and ex-
pressed reservations on 20 pc tax 
on Business Class and First class 
tickets. The aviation ministry com-
mented that the proposed tax is not 
workable because the fare of tickets 
are not static and vary from time to 
time. Senator Saleem Mandviwalla 
suggested that instead of imposing 
a 20pc tax, a definite amount should 
be fixed for each destination. The 
Senate body was informed that the 
ministry of finance and revenue has 
increased the GST from 17 to 18 
p.c. on products bearing retail price. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A contingent of Paki-
stan Air Force (PAF) participated in 
Exercise Spears of Victory, 2023 which 
has concluded at Air War Centre 
Dhahran (King Abdulaziz Air Base), 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. The PAF 
contingent consisted of pride of Paki-
stan, JF-17 Thunder, and F-16 aircraft 
which roared in the aerial boundaries 
of our Muslim brethren country while 
participating in the exercise, a PAF 
news release said. The exercise also 
witnessed the participation of modern 
fighter jets and support elements from 
PAF and friendly countries. Deputy 
Chief of the Air Staff (Air Defence) 
Air Marshal Abdul Moeed Khan wit-
nessed the closing ceremony of the 

exercise and appreciated the efforts of 
PAF contingent for making the exer-
cise a great success. While interacting 
with the air and ground crew he said, 
“The existing global security scenario 
coupled with the evolving dynamics of 
air warfare calls for an enhanced part-
nership between Pakistan and friendly 
countries. International and regional 
strategic situation is undergoing pro-
found changes with growing complex-
ity in the security environment and 
such exercises provide an opportunity 
to enhance interoperability in the face 
of shared challenges”. The third ver-
sion of the exercise started in the East-
ern Region of Saudi Arabia during the 
first week of February.(APP)

SUKKUR: The Transport and Mass 
Transit Department, Sindh on Friday 
formally started the People’s Bus Ser-
vice here, after its success in Karachi, 
Larkana and Hyderabad. A fleet of 10 
buses has been allocated for the bus-
iest route, and would cover the areas 
between Rohari Railway Station and 
Globe Chowk , Lab-e-Mehran Sukkur. 
The 25-kilometer long route will start 
from Rohari Railway Station and pass 
through Beari Stop, Atta Hussain De-
gree College, Dawoo Terminal, SIUT 
Sukkur, City Point Bus Stop, NIC-

VD, IBA, New Bus Terminal, Beacon 
House school, Sabzi Mandi, Pakowla 
Chowk, board Office, Commissioner 
Office, IBA Public School, 7/11 store 
bus stop and will culminate at Globe 
Chowk Lab -e-Mehran. Former may-
or of Sukkur, Barrister Arslan Sheikh 
has said that the Sindh government 
is fulfilling its promises to the people 
and extending its flagship project in 
the public transport sector to big cities 
of the province, to provide the people 
affordable, safe and comfortable com-
muting facility.(APP)

MULTAN: World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) extended medical relief 
package of Rs 70 million for flood-hit 
areas of South Punjab here on Friday. 
WHO Country head, Dr Palitha Ma-
hipala, along with his team handed 
over medical equipment, medicines, 
and vehicles for monitoring of service 
delivery in DG Khan and Rajanpur to 
Secretary P&SHC, Muhammad Iqbal 
at South Punjab Health Secretariat. 
Speaking on the occasion, Dr Mahipa-
la informed that the package included 
48 medicines for each flood-hit district 
while 53 medical equipment for Ra-
janpur, and 48 for DG Khan. “Four ve-
hicles are also part of the relief pack-

age,” he maintained and added that 
WHO would send medical relief goods 
worth Rs 30 million more in days to 
come to flood-affected districts. He 
stated that the total worth of it was 
over Rs 70 million including over Rs 
40 million for Rajanpur and over Rs 30 
million for DG Khan. Mr Iqbal termed 
WHO’s support as a welcoming ges-
ture, adding that it would help in the 
rehabilitation of health centers in the 
areas. The distribution ceremony was 
attended among others by Addl Sec-
retary, Shahid Abbas Joya, DG Health 
Services South Punjab, Mehar Mu-
hammad Iqbal, and Director IRMCH 
Dr Zohaib.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Police have arrested 
two bike lifters and recovered five 
stolen motorcycles and other items 
from their possession. According to a 
police spokesman, a team under the 
supervision of SHO, Bani Police Sta-
tion managed to net two bike lifters 
namely Dilawar, ringleader and Sohab 
and recovered five stolen motorcycles 

and other items from their possession. 
A case has been registered against the 
accused while further investigation is 
underway. Superintendent of Police, 
Rawal said the accomplices and facil-
itators of the accused would also be 
sent behind the bars. He said that the 
operations against the lawbreakers 
would be accelerated further.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly on Friday unanimously passed 
a bill for the establishment of Pir 
Roshaan Institute of Progressive 
Sciences and Technologies in Mi-
ranshah area of North Waziristan 
district, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, after 
clause-by-clause reading. Taking up 
supplementary agenda under the 
constitutional provision, Speaker 
Raja Pervaiz Ashraf allowed Pakistan 
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) 
lawmaker Zeb Jaffar to move the 
bill on behalf of Minister for Federal 
Education and Professional Training 

Rana Tanveer Hussain. According to 
the statement of object and reasons 
for the bill, the institute would pro-
vide a new identity to the district as 
well as to the Ghulam Khan border 
(Afghanistan) as a ‘knowledge cor-
ridor,’ connecting South-East, South 
Asia, and Central Asian states. “The 
peacebuilding development driven 
academic friendly gesture of the fed-
eration for the youth of Waziristan 
may provide a platform to global 
partners in development to invest in 
training youth for global peace and 
development,” it said. (APP)

Female entrepreneurs 
receives 5 Lac each

DPO visits traffic  
facilitation center

18 anti-social  
elements rounded up

65 kite manufacturers 
arrested

Three-day brand expo 
to begin from Feb 24

GILGIT: Chief Secretary Gilgit 
Baltistan (GB) Muhiudeen Wani 
here on Friday said that the first 
set of loans of five lac each was 
distributed among five female en-
trepreneurs. Chief Secretary said 
this in an official statement to the 
media. He said the ‘Plastic Free GB’ 
campaign has been complement-
ed with green loans of 5 lakhs, 10 
lakhs and 15 lakhs to wholesalers 
of eco-friendly biodegradable and 
cloth bags. He added, “Creating al-
ternative businesses is a need of the 
hour.” The CS informed, “Today the 
first set of loans of five lac each is 
distributed among five female en-
trepreneurs who are excited to man-
ufacture cloth bags immediately.“ 
“We are getting these social entre-
preneurs connected with their pro-
spective buyers and clients in GB,” 
CS GB said.(APP)

SARGODHA: District Police Officer 
(DPO), Sargodha, Muhammad Fais-
al Kamran visited traffic facilitation 
center here on Friday. He listened to 
the issues of the citizens who were 
present in the center and directed 
concerned officials to resolve their 
problems at earliest. DPO said that 
police should work with devotion 
and determination after providing 
citizens best facilities.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police, in their ongoing operations 
against lawbreakers, conducted 
raids in different areas and rounded 
up 18 drug peddlers, bootleggers, 
illegal weapon holders and other 
criminals besides seizing over 121 
liters liquor, 1241 grams charras, 
five 30 bore pistols, ammunition and 
other items from their possession, 
said a police spokesman here on 
Friday. He informed that Gungman-
di, Bani, Naseerabad, Airport, Wah 
Cantt and Rawat police held Roban, 
Samuel, Jahanzaib, Aurangzaib, 
Shehzad, Bilal, Masood, Shoukat, 
Ilyas and Wahad on recovery of 121 
liters liquor. Bani and Gujar Khan 
Police also rounded up two drug 
peddlers namely Waseem on recov-
ery of 1240 grams charras and Talab 
with 501 grams charras. Pirwadhai 
police arrested a fraudster namely 
Waqar alias Mittu and recovered 
cash and other items from his pos-
session.(APP)

FAISALABAD: Police, in a crack-
down, arrested 65 kite manufactur-
ers/suppliers and recovered hun-
dreds of kites and other items. A 
spokesperson for the police depart-
ment said here on Friday that cas-
es had been registered against the 
accused and sent them behind bars. 
The accused were identified as Zee-
shan, Umair, Talha, Sakandar, Yasir, 
Shakeel, Mazhar,Zeeshan, Kazim, 
Tanveer, Asif Raza etc. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Three-day Brand 
Expo will be held here from Febru-
ary 24 to February 26 to provide an 
opportunity for companies, talented 
entrepreneurs, and innovators from 
different industries across the coun-
try, to display their latest products 
and services. The event will be held 
at Parade Ground Islamabad which 
will feature famous artists’ perfor-
mances including Abrar-ul-Haq and 
Sehar Gull, exhibitors from across 
the country, and a wide range of 
innovative products, networking 
opportunities, and entertainment. 
(APP)
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Saudi Public Investment Fund raises Nintendo stake again  
to becomes biggest outside investor

Lenovo warns of job cuts as PC slump persists

Qatari royals plan £5bil opening bid for Man Utd

Microsoft-backed OpenAI to let users customise ChatGPT

French company charged over baby milk salmonella scandal

Cost of Türkiye quake damage estimated

Abu Dhabi state gas company ADNOC to sell 4 percent of shares in IPO

Luxury goods retailer Chalhoub Group signs partnership  
with Saudi telecommunications firm stc

TOKYO/RIYADH:  Saudi Arabia’s Pub-
lic Investment Fund raised its stake in 
Nintendo Co. to 8.26 percent from 7.08 
percent, a regulatory filing showed 
on Friday, making it the largest out-
side investor in the Japanese gaming 
company. It is the the second stake in-
crease disclosure this week following 
one on Wednesday. Nintendo is valued 
at $52 billion, and the company’s stock 
closed slightly down Friday on the To-
kyo Stock Exchange at $40.50 a share. 
The sovereign wealth fund has been 
expanding its investments in the Japa-
nese gaming giant as well as Sweden’s 

Embracer and China’s VSPO backed 
by Tencent Holdings Ltd. It was in 
May 2022 the PIF acquired a 5 percent 
stake in Nintendo, and in January 2023 
it increased that to 6.07 percent in line 
with the Kingdom’s Vision 2030 goal 
to emerge as a global hub in the gam-

ing industry. Nintendo is one of the 
most prominent names in the global 
video games industry, with a portfolio 
of titles including Pokemon, The Leg-
end of Zelda, and Mario. The PIF also 
has stakes in noted video game com-
panies which include Nexon, Capcom 
and Koei Tecmo. Saudi Arabia is aim-
ing to become a global gaming hub, 
and the most crucial step to achieve 
this mission was made in September 
2022, as the Kingdom’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed bin Salman launched 
the Savvy Games Group’s strategy.  
(Agencies)

HONG KONG: Lenovo Group Ltd’s 
profit fell for the first time in almost 
three years on waning demand for 
personal computers, forcing it to warn 
of job cuts ahead. Net income fell for 
the first time since 2020, after revenue 
dropped a bigger-than-expected 24% 
to US$15.3 billion in the final quarter 
of last year, according to a compa-
ny statement. Analysts had expected 
sales of US$16.4 billion on average. 
The world’s largest maker of personal 

computers has been struggling with a 
tumble in global demand following a 
pandemic-era work-from-home boom. 
PC shipments worldwide plunged 28% 

last quarter to 2018 levels, according 
to IDC, hurting it and long-time rivals 
HP Inc and Dell Technologies Inc. 
“We think the smart devices market 
is in its worst period,” Lenovo chief 
executive officer Yang Yuanqing said 
on an earnings call Friday. The com-
pany will need to make adjustments 
in its workforce to cut expenses in 
some operations while hiring in high-
growth areas such as services, he said.  
(Agencies)

LONDON: Qatari investors are ready-
ing a roughly £5 billion (US$6 billion) 
opening bid for Manchester United 
Plc, people with knowledge of the 
matter said, ahead of what’s expect-
ed to be a fierce bidding war for the 
English football giant. A consortium 
including Hamad bin Jassim bin 
Jaber Al Thani, the country’s former 
prime minister and ex-head of the 
Qatar Investment Authority, is put-
ting the final touches on a proposal to 

acquire the English Premier League 
club from the US Glazer family.  
Deliberations are ongoing and no final 
decisions on the size or timing of any 

proposal have been taken, according to 
the people. A representative for Sheikh 
Hamad didn’t immediately respond to 
a request for comment. Bloomberg 
News reported this week that the QIA 
has been helping with preparations for 
a bid alongside local family offices. Any 
offer is likely to face competition from 
British billionaire Jim Ratcliffe, who’s 
already lined up financing from banks 
including Goldman Sachs Group Inc 
for a bid of his own. (Agencies)

SAN FRANCISCO: OpenAI, the start-
up behind ChatGPT, on Thursday 
said it is developing an upgrade to its 
viral chatbot that users can custom-
ise, as it works to address concerns 
about bias in artificial intelligence. 
The San Francisco-based startup, 
which Microsoft Corp has funded and 
used to power its latest technology, 
said it has worked to mitigate politi-
cal and other biases but also wanted 

to accommodate more diverse views. 
“This will mean allowing system out-
puts that other people (ourselves in-

cluded) may strongly disagree with,” 
it said in a blog post, offering custo-
misation as a way forward. Still, there 
will “always be some bounds on sys-
tem behaviour”. ChatGPT, released in 
November last year, has sparked fren-
zied interest in the technology behind 
it called generative AI, which is used 
to produce answers mimicking hu-
man speech that have dazzled people. 
(Agencies)

PARIS: French food company Lac-
talis said today it had been charged 
over a five-year-old global scandal 
in which dozens of babies fell sick 
from salmonella-contaminated pow-
dered formula milk. Prosecutors 
brought the criminal charges, also 
targeting the group’s Celia Laiterie 
de Craon factory, for serious fraud, 
involuntarily bodily harm and a fail-
ure to carry out a recall order for the 

tainted milk, it said. Lactalis, one 
of the world’s biggest dairy groups, 
said it was cooperating with the in-

vestigation. Several babies were di-
agnosed with salmonella poisoning 
at the end of 2017 in France after 
being given milk products, mostly 
Lactalis-owned Milumel and Pi-
cot brands, delivered by the Craon 
factory, in the northwest. In France 
alone, 36 babies showed salmo-
nella symptoms within three days 
of being given Lactalis products.  
(Agencies)

ANKARA: Direct costs from the earth-
quakes that devastated Türkiye earlier 
this month could amount to $25 billion, 
JPMorgan estimated on Thursday. 
Analysts at the bank warned that the 
damage “carries meaningful economic 
implications,” and roughly equates to 
2.5% of the country’s GDP. JPMorgan 
said it expects the Turkish central bank 
to cut interest rates by another 100 ba-
sis points to 8% at a meeting next week, 

noting that the authorities signaled 
further cuts even before the earth-
quakes. “We do not rule out more rate 
cuts ahead of the elections originally 
scheduled for June 18. Yet, we believe 

that the policy rate is less relevant now 
as the monetary policy transmission 
mechanism is broken in Türkiye,” the 
analysts said. Türkiye and neighboring 
Syria were hit by devastating earth-
quakes on February 6, with the com-
bined death toll currently estimated at 
41,000 people. Millions have been left 
in need of humanitarian aid, and many 
are also homeless after thousands of 
buildings were destroyed. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Company’s gas processing firm said 
Friday it plans to sell 4 percent of its 
shares to local investors in the latest 
initial public offering to be made by 
a state-run energy company in the 
Middle East, according to AP. The 
move follows a similar IPO by the 

Saudi oil giant Aramco in 2019 that 
raised some $30 billion, and comes 
months before the UAE is set to host 
this year’s UN climate talks. The 
UAE, which is home to Abu Dhabi 
and Dubai, selected Sultan Al-Jaber, 
the CEO of ADNOC, who also over-
sees renewable energey projects, to 

chair the COP28, angering climate 
change activists. ADNOC has access 
to 95 percent of the UAE’s natural 
gas reserves, the world’s seventh 
largest. It supplies gas to more than 
60 percent of the local market and 
exports to more than 20 countries. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Luxury goods retailer and 
distributor Chaloub Group is ex-
panding into Saudi Arabia through 
sales and distribution across the 
telecommunications sector after 
striking a deal with channels by 
stc. In Riyadh during the second 
edition of LEAP Tech Conference, 
the group signed a Letter of Intent 
with the Saudi firm, one of the 
largest ICT distribution compa-
nies in the Middle East. The move 

affirms Chalhoub Group’s desire 
to expand and strengthen its mar-
ket position in the Kingdom. “The 
transformation taking place in Sau-
di Arabia is extraordinary and we 
are incredibly fortunate to be part 
of this growth story,” Mohammad 
Aldabbagh, deputy country man-
ager at Chalhoub Group told Arab 
News. “We are committed to nur-
turing and supporting Saudi talents 
by highlighting the limitless career 

opportunities the retail sector has 
to offer. “Our vision is to shape the 
Saudi luxury fashion, beauty and 
gifting markets by bringing cutting 
edge brands and being dedicated to 
making every customer experience 
unforgettable.” The deal will en-
hance the group’s supply chain, lo-
gistics and e-commerce capabilities 
to address the needs of customers 
requiring faster and more seamless 
deliveries. (Agencies)

Chinese tech billionaire reported missing

Tourism revives Thai economy but exports sluggish

British energy producer announces mammoth profits

Apple shifting away from China

Western sanctions helped Russia find new oil 
markets – IEA

EU and UK demand for LNG skyrockets – Shell

HONG KONG: The Chinese billion-
aire chairman of investment bank 
China Renaissance has gone missing, 
the firm said, as shares in the com-
pany plunged in Hong Kong today. 
Bao Fan, who is also executive di-
rector of the bank, is a major figure 
in the Chinese tech industry and has 
played a key role in the emergence 
of various domestic internet startups. 
“The company has been unable to 
contact Mr Bao,” China Renaissance 
said in an announcement to the Hong 
Kong Stock Exchange, without offer-
ing further details. Shares in the firm 

slumped as much as 30% following 
the statement. According to financial 
news outlet Caixin, the 52-year-old 
dealmaker had been unreachable for 
two days as of Thursday evening. Chi-
na Renaissance was not immediately 
available for comment after being con-
tacted by AFP. Founded in 2005, the 
group has supervised the IPOs of sev-
eral domestic internet giants, includ-
ing leading e-commerce firm JD.com. 
Bao also facilitated a blockbuster 2015 
merger between major ride-hailing 
firm Didi and its top competitor at the 
time, Kuaidi Dache. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Thailand’s economy ex-
panded by 2.6% last year on the back 
of a tourism recovery and strong con-
sumer confidence but an export slow-
down dragged on growth, officials 
said Friday. The figure was below ex-
pectations and followed 1.5% growth 
the previous year. Southeast Asia’s 
second-largest economy ran out of 
steam in the fourth quarter with only 
1.4% growth year on year, down from 
4.6% in the previous quarter, accord-

ing to Thailand’s National Econom-
ic and Social Development Council. 
“The growth was driven mainly by 
the tourism recovery and continual 
improvement of domestic demand in 
both private consumption and invest-
ment,” the council said. Border restric-
tions during the coronavirus pandem-
ic battered the kingdom’s key tourism 
industry, which previously contribut-
ed around a fifth of national income. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: UK oil and gas produc-
er Centrica, which owns services 
provider British Gas, has reported 
record profits for the 2022 financial 
year, becoming the latest energy gi-
ant to benefit from soaring costs. 
According to a company report on 
Thursday, operating profits jumped 
to £3.3 billion ($4 billion) from £948 
million ($1.1 billion) a year earli-
er, surpassing the firm’s previous 
record annual profit of £2.7 billion 
($3.2 billion), recorded in 2012. Cen-
trica announced it would hand £750 
million ($900 million) of its profits to 
shareholders. The dividend for the 
year will be worth more than £200 

million ($240 million), while a fur-
ther £300 million ($360 million) will 
be spent boosting its share price by 
buying back its own stock. The sum 
comes on top of a £250 million ($300 
million) share buyback already an-
nounced, which means Centrica will 
own 10% more of all shares currently 
issued.(Agencies)

BEIJING: Apple’s main assembly 
partner, Foxconn, announced on 
Tuesday that it will establish a ma-
jor new factory in Vietnam, in a 
sign that the iPhone maker is mov-
ing production away from China. 
Foxconn has signed a $62.5 million 
lease on 45 hectares of land in an 
industrial park in Vietnam’s Bac 
Giang province. The factory should 
meet “operational needs and ex-
pand production capacity” and is 
expected to bring in 30,000 work-
ers, representing $300 million in 
investment. The tech giant will re-
portedly assemble MacBooks at the 
new plant in Vietnam. The country’s 
Bac Giang industrial park is a hub 
for big tech factories and Foxconn 
is already producing AirPods, Apple 

Watches, and iPads at the location, 
which is also home to Apple and 
Samsung component suppliers and 
assemblers. Apple announced plans 
to shift away from China towards 
emerging markets such as Vietnam 
and India last year following major 
disruptions at the iPhone factory 
in Zhengzhou, where hundreds of 
workers took part in protests related 
to China’s stringent Covid-19 regu-
lations. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russian oil exports 
surged to an all-time high last month 
despite the Western embargo on the 
country’s seaborne crude imposed in 
December, the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) revealed in a report on 
Wednesday. The country’s oil deliv-
eries jumped by 300,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) in January compared to the 
previous month, reaching 8.2 million 
bpd, proving that product exports are 
holding steady, according to the IEA. 
Shipments of petroleum products re-
mained unchanged last month and 
totaled 3.1 million bpd ahead of the 
Western embargo on Russian refined 
oil, which kicked in along with a price 
cap on February 5. The EU and G7 
nations have introduced a price ceil-
ing on Russian petroleum products, 
setting a limit of $100 per barrel for 

diesel, jet fuel, and gasoline, and a 
$45 per barrel cap for other oil prod-
ucts that trade below the crude price. 
Fuel exports priced over these limits 
are barred from receiving insurance 
and shipping services from compa-
nies in Western countries. Russian 
oil exports to the EU were down two-
thirds from pre-conflict levels at 1.3 
million bpd, the IEA estimated. How-
ever, Russian crude flows to China 
rose by 300,000 bpd to 2.1 million bpd 
in January, their highest level on re-
cord, the agency said. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The EU and UK signifi-
cantly increased liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) imports last year and the 
trend is expected to continue, causing 
structural shifts in the global energy 
market, British energy giant Shell re-
ported in its LNG Outlook for 2023, 
published on Thursday. According to 
Shell, the EU and UK imported 121 
million tons of LNG in 2022, an in-
crease of 60% compared to 2021, as 
they struggled to find supplies after 
effectively losing pipeline gas flows 
from Russia. Europe secured LNG 

supplies due to a drop in demand 
from China and a decrease in South 
Asia’s imports. However, according 
to Shell, “Europe’s rapidly rising ap-
petite for LNG” will intensify compe-
tition on the global market for limited 
new supplies over the next two years. 
The report noted that increased Eu-
ropean demand has already pushed 
Asian spot LNG prices to record highs 
near $70.5 per million British thermal 
units (mmBtu), generating “volatility 
in energy markets around the world.” 
(Agencies)



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

7Sports
-Your Source for Alternate News-

Saturday 17 February 2023

SYDNEY: Emirates is expanding its 
sponsorship in sailing with a three-year 
deal to become the title partner of Sir 
Ben Ainslie’s British team in the SailGP 
global league. The squad will be known 
as Emirates Great Britain SailGP Team 
starting with this weekend’s regatta in 
Sydney. The team showed off the new red 
and white color scheme and the Emirates 
logo on the wingsail and hulls as it sailed 
its foiling 50-foot catamaran past the Op-
era House and Sydney Harbor Bridge 
on Thursday. It’s a breakthrough team 
title sponsorship in SailGP, which was 
co-founded by tech tycoon Larry Ellison 
and five-time America’s Cup winner Rus-
sell Coutts and has three regattas left in 
its third season, which will culminate in 
a $1 million, winner-take-all champion-
ship race at the end of the San Francisco 
regatta in early May. The announcement 

of the Emirates deal in Sydney came a 
day after SailGP announced that Rolex 
has signed a 10-season partnership as 
the global presenting partner as well as 
the title sponsor of the opening regatta 
of Season 4, the Rolex United States Sail 
Grand Prix in Chicago on June 16-17. “I 
don’t think it’s any exaggeration to say 
that Emirates is one of a handful, if not 
the biggest and most prestigious brands 
in sports sponsorship,” Ainslie said in an 
interview with The Associated Press. “So, 
for our team to be associated with that is 

a massive statement. We’re incredibly 
proud to now be partnered with Emir-
ates. We’ve talked a lot about the collab-
oration that we’re looking to set up with 
our team with like-minded partners that 
really want to come together and share 
a lot of these challenges around sustain-
ability.” Emirates has sponsored Team 
New Zealand in the America’s Cup since 
2004. The Kiwis are the two-time de-
fending champions. “We’ve always been 
interested in growing our sports portfo-
lio in the UK,” Emirates chief marketing 
officer Boutros Boutros said in an email. 
“We’re proud sponsors of Arsenal and 
Emirates FA Cup; and we also support 
cricket, tennis and golf across the coun-
try. When Ben reached out with an op-
portunity to expand our presence into 
the sailing world, we were very interest-
ed.” (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: The scene was 
similar to the last time Tiger Woods 
played against the world’s best. 
Fans packed onto every balcony on 
every level of the Riviera clubhouse 
Thursday, all of them straining for 
a rare sight of golf ’s biggest star.
Woods had them cheering even 
louder at the end. He put on a show 
in his first competition in seven 
months, closing with three straight 
birdies and one big smile for a 2-un-
der 69 in the Genesis Invitational, 

leaving him five shots behind Max 
Homa and Keith Mitchell. Woods 
went bunker-to-fairway-to-bunker 
on the 10th hole and had to make 
an 8-footer to save bogey. He was 

wild off the tee for another bogey 
on the 12th, leaving him over par 
on a mild, breezy afternoon. And 
then he looked like the Woods of 
old at the end — a tee shot to 5 feet 
on the par-3 16th, another birdie 
from 25 feet on the par-5 17th and 
then a big drive — a few yards lon-
ger than Rory McIlroy — on the 
18th that set up 9-iron to 7 feet. “I 
was able to fight back and get it 
going,” Woods said. “It was a nice 
finish.” (Agencies)

MIAMI: The US showed solidarity 
with the Canadian women’s team 
in their pay dispute before beating 
them 2-0 in the opening game of 
the SheBelieves Cup in Orlando on 
Thursday. The Canadian team had 
threatened to go on strike last week 
due to their dispute over pay and 
contracts with the Canadian Soccer 
Association (CSA) before backing 
down after they were warned their 
action would not be legal. The team 
are also demanding equal terms to 
the men’s national side and captain 

Christine Sinclair had made it clear 
the team were playing under protest. 
The team walked out ahead of the 
game wearing purple tee-shirts em-
blazoned with the slogan ‘Enough is 
Enough’ and before kickoff they for-

mer a joint huddle with the US team. 
American players, who reached a 
landmark settlement on equal pay 
and conditions with the men’s team 
last year, have been vocal in sup-
port of the Canadian team, many of 
whom play in the States for NWSL 
clubs. But the gesture of solidarity 
did nothing to blunt the sharpness of 
the US team who attacked from the 
outset with Mallory Swanson forcing 
Canada keeper Kailen Sheridan into 
a near post save in the opening min-
ute. (Agencies)

KING ABDULLAH ECONOMIC CITY: 
An amatuer Saudi golfer took a step 
toward her dream of turning profes-
sional at the ongoing Aramco Saudi 
Ladies International in the pro-am 
tournament. Hussa Alhudaithi, who 
comes from Riyadh and is a member 
of Ladies First Club for Golf, spoke 
to Arab News during the second day 
of ASLI currently being played at the 
Royal Green Golf & Country Club. “It 
is been a great experience for me espe-
cially it is my first tournament with the 
best in the world and I am sure it will 

impact my performance because we 
learn from in a tournament with the 
world’s best players,” she said. When 
Alhudaithi first took up the sport as a 
hobby while she was studying in the 
US, golf was very much a minority 
sport but the work of the sport pro-
moters Saudi Golf Federation and 
Golf Saudi is helping to introduce a 
new generation of Saudis to golf. She 
expressed her gratitude to the SGF 
and Golf Saudi for give her the oppor-
tunity and opening the door for them 
to take part in such International tour-

naments. “So having opportunities 
like this that we can get exposed to, at 
this stage in golf, it’s very important. 
We are very, very lucky,” she said. “The 
Saudi Golf Federation and Golf Saudi 
have worked hard to encourage the 
growth of Golf in Saudi Arabia, partic-
ularly for Saudi women. “A year ago, 
I joined the Ladies First Club which 
is the first golf club for ladies based 
in Riyadh and I have witnessed more 
and more new women golfers practic-
ing and playing golf from all over the 
country,” she added. (Agencies)

LIVERPOOL, England: Liverpool 
center back Virgil van Dijk is on 
track to start at Newcastle on Sat-
urday after sitting out for nearly 
six weeks with a hamstring injury. 
The Netherlands captain hasn’t 
played since early January though 
he was on the bench against Ever-
ton in a 2-0 win that Liverpool 
hopes will reboot its top-four 
hopes in the Premier League. Reds 
manager Jurgen Klopp was asked 
Friday if Van Dijk is ready to start 
against fourth-place Newcastle. 
He replied: “I think so, yeah.” 
“Yesterday, he looked absolutely 

ready. I think today 
he will look the same 
and then we make 
a decision,” Klopp 
said at a press con-
ference. Liverpool 
are in ninth place but 
have played at least 
one game fewer than 
most of the teams 
above it. Real Ma-
drid visit Anfield on 
Tuesday night in the 
Champions League 
round of 16. (Agen-
cies)

–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You and your coworkers 
or family members are on more or 
less the same wavelength today, so it 
should be pretty easy for you all to 
make decisions together and change 
things up for the better. 
– TAURUS: One of your friends 
seems to be trying deliberately to 
drive you insane, but they don’t 
know what they’re doing. You should 
try to resist the impulse to bite their 
head off  things settle down 
– GEMINI: You’ve got a lot on your 
mind and your mental energy is per-
fect for tackling it in depth. Reserve 
some time alone so that you can 
think it all through and come to some 
new conclusions
– CANCER: Your coworkers all have 
their own ideas about what needs 
to be done and that could lead to all 
sorts of bad blood if someone doesn’t 
take charge and enforce some kind 
of discipline.
– LEO: The situation keeps changing 
underneath you, but you can adapt 
and change right along with it. Keep 
an open mind and make sure that 

you are thinking at least one step 
ahead for most of the day.
– VIRGO: Something small changes 
in your schedule or your way of do-
ing things today and you may decide 
that you like it quite a bit. You don’t 
have to change your life, but some 
small part of it could adapt some-
what.
– LIBRA: Life is fun for you today 
-- and for those you favor, of course! 
Whether you’re hosting a huge party 
or just cracking jokes at the work-
place, your positive energy is a bea-
con to others.
– SCORPIO: You and a friend or co-
worker are butting heads somewhat 
-- but the process should yield much 
better ideas than if you were in per-
fect agreement to begin with. Use the 
conflict like natural selection
– SAGITTARIUS: Today is much 
more about the big picture and it 
may be up to you to connect the dots 
so that others can see what’s really 
going on. The forest is far more im-
portant than any individual tree.
– CAPRICORN: You’ve probably got 
a good head for money and today 
brings an issue that could use some 
of that intelligence. If you need help, 
it won’t be too hard to get -- as long 
as you’re willing to ask!
– ACQUARIUS: Are you single and 
looking? Now is the best time for you 
to get out there and see who’s cute. 
You are as attractive as can be and 
your great energy is perfect for get-
ting people to take notice.
– PISCES: Don’t be so hard on your-
self today -- things are weird, but you 
can get back on track in just a little 
while as long as you don’t punish 
yourself over past mistakes. Tomor-
row is a lot better! 
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 Rossouw’s 75-run inning helps Multan Sultans thrashing Peshawar Zalmi 
MULTAN: Multan Sultans defeated 
Peshawar Zalmi by 56 runs in the fifth 
match of the Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) at Multan Cricket Stadium on 
Friday with an outstanding 75 runs 
of Rilee Rossouw. Zalmi won the toss 
and decided to field first. Batting 
first, Multan Sultan’s openers Mu-
hammad Rizwan and Shan Masood 
started with a confident partnership 
of 54 runs before Shan Masood was 
caught behind on Irshad’s delivery 
by scoring 20 runs. The Sultan team 
Captain Muhammad Rizwan kept 
on putting pressure by hitting un-
stoppable boundaries. He contribut-
ed 66 runs in the total after he was 
dismissed by Muqeem. Rossouw’s 75 
runs inning helped Sultans to set a 
target of 211 with 23 runs from mill-
er and 15 runs from Pollard. Chasing 
the target, the Zamli’s went under 
pressure when Captain Babar Azam 

was LBW in the first delivery of Ihsa-
nullah’s first over by scoring 9 runs 
leaving his team at 41/1. The partner-
ship of Haris and Saim Ayub stabi-
lized the batting lineup when Haris 

was run out after scoring 40 runs. 
Saim Ayub gave an outstanding per-
formance and scored 53 runs before 
he was bowled on Usama Mir’s turn-
ing delivery. (APP)

Barcelona and Man Utd draw thriller as 
Juventus held in Europa League

Qatar-based bid for Man United 
confirmed on deadline day

Ronaldo instrumental as Al-Nassr grind out win 
over Al-Taawoun in Saudi Pro League

PARIS: Barcelona and Manchester 
United played out a thrilling 2-2 draw 
in the first leg of their Europa League 
play-off tie on Thursday, while Juven-
tus were left frustrated by Nantes in a 
1-1 stalemate. The game at the Camp 
Nou brought together two Europe-
an giants who met in two Champi-
ons League finals in 2009 and 2011, 
and who are both in excellent form 
domestically. After a goalless first 
half, La Liga leaders Barcelona went 
ahead five minutes into the second 
half thanks to a Marcos Alonso head-
er at a corner. However, United drew 
level just three minutes later when 
Marcus Rashford beat Barcelona 
goalkeeper Marc-Andre ter Stegen at 
his near post to score a 13th goal in 
15 games since the World Cup.
The Premier League side then took 
the lead just before the hour mark 
through a Jules Kounde own goal, 
but a Raphinha cross flew in inside 
the final quarter of an hour to secure 
a draw for Barca before a crowd of 
more than 90,000. “I think it was a 

great game. Two attacking teams, 
I think it was a Champions League 
game, even more than that,” United 
boss Erik ten Hag told broadcaster 
BT Sport. “We have to finish it in 
Old Trafford.” Barcelona coach Xavi 
Hernandez was left complaining that 
his side should have had a penalty 
for a handball by Fred. “It’s a stolen 
penalty,” said Xavi. “I don’t know 
why they don’t whistle for penalties 
for handball now. It seems incredible 
to me. Incredible.” Winning the Eu-
ropa League may represent the best 
chance for Juventus to return to the 
Champions League next season after 
they were handed a 15-point deduc-
tion in Serie A. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER, England: A Qa-
tar-based bid for Manchester United 
was confirmed Friday, with Sheikh 
Jassim Bin Hamad Al Thani prom-
ising to rid the iconic soccer team of 
debt and return it to former glories.
Sheikh Jassim is the chairman of 
QIB, which is one of Qatar’s leading 
banks, and has submitted a 100 per-
cent offer to buy out current owners 
the Glazer family.
“The bid will be completely debt 
free via Sheikh Jassim’s Nine Two 

Foundation, which will look to in-
vest in the football teams, the train-
ing center, the stadium and wider in-
frastructure, the fan experience and 
the communities the club supports,” 
a statement said.
“The vision of the bid is for Man-
chester United Football Club to be 
renowned for footballing excel-
lence, and regarded as the greatest 
football club in the world.” It did 
not mention what the bid would be. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Last week Cristiano Ronal-
do scored all four as Al-Nassr thrashed 
Al-Wedha, and on Friday he turned pro-
vider, setting up both goals to give his 
new team a hard-fought 2-1 win over 
Al-Taawoun and their place back on top 
of the Roshn Saudi League. The result 
means that three teams are now level 
on four points at the summit in what is 
turning into one of the closest and most 
exciting title races anywhere, though 
there is still a long way to go. In an enter-
taining clash that could have gone either 
way, Al-Nassr will be relieved to defeat 
the only team they have lost to this sea-
son and it was a crucial victory. Earlier 
in the week, Al-Shabab defeated Abha 

2-0 and Al-Ittihad won 3-0 at Ettifaq to 
move back above Al-Nassr. It meant that 
the pressure was on the Yellows against 
Al-Taawoun, who have been having a 
fine season under Pericles Chamus-
ca. Had the Buraidah outfit won, they 
would have gone fourth above Al-Hilal, 
who have been busy at the FIFA Club 
World Cup and are now preparing for 
the resumption of the Asian Champions 
League on Monday. Ronaldo has do-
mestic matters on his mind at the mo-
ment, and the former Real Madrid and 
Manchester United man has been full of 
smiles in Saudi Arabia, especially since 
scoring five goals in the previous two 
games. (Agencies)

Emirates signs 3-year deal to sponsor British team in SailGP

Tiger Woods opens with 69 at Riviera, trails Homa, Mitchell by 5

US down Canada, Brazil’s Marta makes winning return

Saudi female amateur golfer hopes for professional future

Van Dijk ‘ready’ to start for Liverpool at Newcastle
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North Korea warns of military action  
over joint S Korea-US drills

Canada to send warships to Haiti  
amid ongoing violence

Japan’s new H3 space rocket fails to blast off

Aero India 2023: Munitions India to start mass  
producing 1,000 lb thermobaric bombs

 FBI admits its network was hacked 

PYONGYANG: North Korea has threat-
ened to unleash “unprecedentedly per-
sistent and strong counteractions” if 
South Korea and the United States car-
ry out planned military exercises in the 
coming weeks, local media reported. A 
spokesperson for North Korea’s foreign 
ministry issued the warning on Friday 
before the annual Freedom Shield joint 
military exercises of South Korea and 
the US and accused Washington of 
stoking tension by conducting earlier 
drills which included US stealth fight-
ers and a BI-B strategic bomber that 
can be equipped with nuclear weapons. 
“In case the US and South Korea carry 
into practice their already-announced 
plan for military drills … they will face 
unprecedentedly persistent and strong 
counteractions,” South Korea’s Yon-
hap News Agency reported quoting the 
spokesperson. The spokesperson reit-

erated a longstanding claim by Pyong-
yang that joint exercises between Wash-
ington and Seoul were preparations for 
an invasion of North Korea, Yonhap 
reported. Describing the US-South Ko-
rean drills as “their dangerous attempt 
to gain a long-term military edge” over 
North Korea, the spokesperson pre-
dicted that the situation on the Korean 
Peninsula “will be again plunged into 
the grave vortex of escalating tension”. 
(Agencies)

OTTAWA: Canada will send navy 
vessels to the coast of Haiti to gath-
er intelligence as the Caribbean na-
tion continues to reel from econom-
ic and political insecurity as well as 
violence, much of it driven by or-
ganised criminal groups. Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau an-
nounced the decision at a meeting 
of Caribbean leaders in the Baha-
mas on Thursday. Among the topics 
they discussed were the powerful 
armed gangs operating in the coun-
try, leading to widespread reports of 
murder, kidnappings and sexual vio-
lence. “Right now, Haiti is confront-
ed with unrelenting gang violence, 
political turmoil and corruption,” 

Trudeau said. “Now is the moment 
to come together to confront the se-
verity of this situation.” The Canadi-
an leader did not specify how many 
ships would take part in the effort 
or the duration of their mission. The 
announcement came during a meet-
ing for CARICOM, the 15-member 
Caribbean trade bloc. Haitian lead-
ers including Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry have previously requested 
military assistance from the inter-
national community to help curb 
the escalating violence. But some 
Haitians have pushed back against 
those calls, citing Haiti’s long and 
troubled history with foreign inter-
vention. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s new H3 space 
rocket has failed to blast off because 
two booster engines did not ignite 
following the successful ignition of 
the flagship space vehicle’s main en-
gine, media reported. During a live 
stream of the scheduled launch on 
Friday, the H3’s main engine cut off 
after the launch countdown reached 
zero, leaving the 57-metre (187 ft) 
high rocket standing on its launch 
pad at the Tanegashima Space Cen-
ter on Tanegashima Island in the 
country’s southwestern Kagoshima 
prefecture. Japan Aerospace Ex-
ploration Agency (JAXA) mission 
manager Masashi Okada said later 
at a news conference, as he wiped 
tears from his eyes, that the launch 
was aborted during countdown as a 
result of safety features that func-
tioned properly. Okada said ignition 
of the main SE-9 engine was suc-
cessful, but the subsequent electric 

signal to ignite a pair of auxiliary 
booster SRB-3s was not sent after 
an unidentified abnormality was 
detected in the process. He said 
the problem was not related to the 
engines but most likely an electri-
cal system. “We will investigate the 
cause as soon as possible and do our 
utmost to try again,” Okada said. He 
did not give a timeline but said he 
hoped to resolve the problem and 
attempt another launch before the 
current launch window closes on 
March 10. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: India’s state-run Mu-
nitions India Limited (MIL) will start 
the mass production and supply of 
1,000 lb thermobaric bombs from 
2023, the Defence Research and 
Development Organisation (DRDO) 
said at the Aero India 2023 show, 
which concluded on 17 February. 
An official from the DRDO’s High 
Energy Materials Research Labo-
ratory (HEMRL) told Janes that the 
technology transfer to produce the 
1,000 lb thermobaric bomb has been 
transferred to the MIL, which is also 
an agency under the DRDO. An ini-

tial order of 500 units from the Indi-
an Air Force (IAF) will be delivered 
by the end of 2023, he said. HEMRL 
started the development of the 1,000 
lb thermobaric bomb in 2018. The 
munition has been qualified in flight 
tests, including a demonstration of 
its blast capability, an HEMRL of-
ficial said. The weapon uses a Brit-
ish 1,000 lb general-purpose (GP) 
bomb casing design and has 10-inch 
(Russian) and 14-inch (NATO) lug 
spacing to be carried on fighter air-
craft, including the IAF’s Su-30MKI. 
(Agencies)

NEWYORK: The FBI, the lead federal 
agency for investigating cybercrime in 
the US, has itself been hacked. The bu-
reau confirmed on Friday that it’s prob-
ing an “isolated” breach of its computer 
network. Hackers compromised a com-
puter system at the agency’s New York 
field office, CNN reported earlier on Fri-
day, citing unidentified sources who had 
been briefed on the matter. The system 
had been used in investigations of child 
sexual exploitation. “The FBI is aware 
of the incident and is working to gain 
additional information,” the agency said 
in a statement to multiple media outlets. 
“This is an isolated incident that has been 
contained. As this is an ongoing investiga-
tion, the FBI does not have further com-
ment to provide at this time.” It’s not clear 
when the hack occurred, how the system 
was breached or what the perpetrators 

aimed to achieve. The FBI is reportedly 
still trying to determine the origin of the 
intrusion. Terry Cutler, CEO of Mon-
treal-based cybersecurity firm Cyology 
Labs, said the hacker in the latest incident 
may have breached the FBI system to sell 
access to it. US government agencies, in-
cluding the FBI, have frequently been tar-

geted for system breaches. For instance, 
in November 2021, a vulnerability in the 
FBI’s email system was exploited to send 
out a fake cyberattack warning from an 
FBI address to thousands of recipients. 
The agency responded by saying it had 
fixed the software flaw that made the 
hoax possible. (Agencies) 
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Bruce Willis diagnosed 
with frontotemporal 
dementia, family says

India’s BJP slams Soros 
for saying Adani crisis 

will weaken Modi

Israel preparing  
for ‘major battle’ 

against Gaza

Lebanon: Drilling first 
oil well expected for this 

summer

US helicopter raid in 
Syria kills top 

Daesh member,

Nearly a year after it was announced 
that Bruce Willis would step away 
from filmmaking following being di-
agnosed with aphasia, the American 
actor’s family says his “condition has 
progressed”. In a statement posted on 
Thursday, the 67-year-old’s family said 
Willis has received a more specific di-
agnosis of frontotemporal dementia 
(FTD). “While this is painful, it is a re-
lief to finally have a clear diagnosis,” 
the statement read. “FTD is a cruel 
disease that many of us have never 
heard of and can strike anyone.” Last 
March, Willis’s family said his apha-
sia had affected his cognitive abilities. 
The condition causes the loss of abili-
ty to understand or express speech. 
In Thursday’s statement, his family 
said communication challenges were 
just one symptom of frontotemporal 
dementia. The Association for Fronto-
temporal Degeneration describes FTD 
as a group of brain disorders caused 
by degeneration of the frontal or tem-
poral lobes of the brain that affects 
behaviour, language and movement. 
Aphasia can be a symptom of it. The 
association describes frontotemporal 
degeneration as “an inevitable decline 
in functioning”, with an average life ex-
pectancy of seven to 13 years after the 
onset of symptoms. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi’s party has accused 
billionaire financier-philanthropist 
George Soros of trying to under-
mine India’s democracy by predict-
ing that the Adani Group’s woes 
would loosen the Hindu nationalist 
leader’s grip on power. Speaking 
at the Munich Security Conference 
on Thursday, 92-year-old Soros said 
“Modi and business tycoon Adani 
are close allies; their fate is inter-
twined” and the conglomerate’s 
troubles would “significantly weak-
en Modi’s stranglehold on India’s 
federal government” and “open the 
door to push for much needed in-
stitutional reforms”, the Financial 
Times reported. The seven listed 
companies of the apples-to-air-
ports Adani Group have together 
lost about $120bn in market value 
since a January 24 report by Hin-
denburg Research alleged the con-
glomerate improperly used offshore 
tax havens and manipulated stock, 
and flagged concerns over its high 
debt levels. Modi’s opponents say 
he has longstanding ties with Gau-
tam Adani, the founder of the group, 
going back nearly two decades to 
when Modi was chief minister of the 
western state of Gujarat. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: Israeli newspaper Yedioth 
Ahronoth’s military expert Ron Ben-
Yishai said that a “major battle” against 
the Gaza Strip is being prepared with 
the aim of restoring deterrence, as the 
resistance increases its efforts to battle 
the occupation in the West Bank. This 
comes as the occupation army has es-
calated its military offensive against Je-
rusalem and the occupied West Bank, 
which indicates there is a possibility of 
looming escalation in the Gaza Strip. 
During his visit to the Southern Com-
mand, Defence Minister Yoav Gallant 
revealed that his government’s policy 
towards Gaza will not change, and that 
the security apparatus’ recommen-
dations are to provide more improve-
ments and facilities to Gaza in ex-
change for maintaining complete calm, 
which is currently prevailing despite 
some security breaches.(Agencies)

BEIRUT: Drilling of the first exploratory 
oil well is expected to begin at the end 
of summer, Lebanese Minister of Ener-
gy and Water Walid Fayad announced 
on Friday. The plans to drill block nine 
were formalised after the deal on the 
demarcation of the border between Leb-
anon and Israel was reached last year. 
Fayad stated: “Today, we reached an im-
portant milestone in oil and gas explora-
tion in block nine, following the historic 
achievement of demarcating boundar-
ies and commitment that we have seen 
from partners led by Total Energy and 
Eni and the recent entry of Qatar.” He 
said that the new stability encouraged 
state-owned QatarEnergy (QE) to join 
TotalEnergies and Italy’s Eni in block 
nine and nearby block four. (Agencies)

A Daesh group leader was killed and 
four US troops wounded in a US he-
licopter raid on northeast Syria, the 
Defense Department said in a state-
ment on Friday. The statement said 
“an explosion on target resulted in 
four US servicemembers and one 
working dog wounded” on Thurs-
day, adding that “the targeted Daesh 
senior leader, Hamza al-Homsi, was 
killed.” It did not elaborate on what 
Homsi’s role was. It said the raid was 
carried out with the Syrian Dem-
ocratic Forces, an alliance led by 
Kurdish fighterS. (Agencies)

Sri Lanka’s Chinese-built port city stirs white elephant fears

Syria’s Assad thanks ‘Arab brothers’ as quakes stir aid diplomacy

COLOMBO: As far as many residents of 
Sri Lanka’s capital are concerned, the 
last thing their island nation needs in 
the midst of its worst-ever economic cri-
sis is another beach – the island nation’s 
1,340km coastline is blessed with some 
of the most beautiful beaches in the 
world. Yet, Port City Colombo (PCC), 
a vast new Chinese-built reclaimed 
commercial zone in Colombo, recently 
unveiled an artificial beach facing the 

Laccadive Sea. “The artificial beach is 
just greenwashing to attract internation-
al investors – sustainability is a conve-
nient buzzword,” Priyangi Jayasinghe, 
a researcher at Colombo’s Munasinghe 
Institute for Development, told Al Ja-
zeera. Jayasinghe is one of many local 
critics who fear that PCC is another Bei-
jing-funded white elephant in the mould 
of controversial projects. They include 
the loss-making Hambantota Interna-

tional Port, which was leased to Chi-
nese state-owned China Merchants Port 
Holdings Company Limited in 2017 as 
Sri Lanka struggled to repay its foreign 
creditors, which include China, India 
and Japan as well as private lenders. 
Critics say PCC, which is being devel-
oped on 269 hectares (665 acres) of re-
claimed land, is unsustainable and will 
have negligible benefits for the nation’s 
ailing economy.(Agencies)

In his first speech since the devastating 
earthquakes last week, Syria’s Pres-
ident Bashar al-Assad has thanked 
other Arab nations for aid and rescue 
efforts after years of broken relations. 
The giant quakes hit Turkey and Syr-
ia on February 6, killing nearly 44,000 
people and injuring thousands more. 
“Amid our pain and sadness we should 

not omit to thank all the countries 
which have stood with us from the first 
hours of the disaster, our Arab brothers 
and our friends whose in-kind and field 
assistance has made the greatest im-
pact in strengthening our capabilities,” 
he said late on Thursday in a televised 
speech. “Their aid had a major impact 
on enhancing our ability to confront the 

difficult conditions at critical hours,” 
al-Assad added. Since the quakes hit, 
the 57-year-old leader — largely isolat-
ed internationally over the devastating 
war that has ravaged the country — has 
been visited by Arab diplomats and re-
ceived calls from several leaders in the 
region, including Egypt, Jordan and 
Bahrain. (Agencies)


