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MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin 
on Tuesday suspended Moscow’s par-
ticipation in a nuclear arms reduction 
treaty with Washington during a speech 
in which he accused the West of esca-
lating the Ukraine conflict. In his scath-
ing state of the nation address to Rus-
sian lawmakers, Putin also vowed that 
Russia would keep fighting in Ukraine 
ahead of the first anniversary of the mil-
itary campaign. Accusing Western pow-
ers of wanting “to be done with us once 
and for all,” he said Russia was “forced” 
to suspend the New START treaty but 
would not pull out of the agreement al-
together. The 2010 treaty is the last ma-
jor US-Russia arms control pact still in 
force but it has frayed in recent years, 
with accusations from Washington that 
Moscow was not complying with it. Pu-
tin was speaking a day after US Presi-
dent Joe Biden made a surprise visit to 
Kyiv in which he promised additional 
arms deliveries for Ukraine, and ahead 
of a speech by Biden in Warsaw. Refer-
ring to the conflict in Ukraine, Putin 
said: “step by step, we will carefully and 
systematically solve the aims that face 
us.” He said it was “impossible to defeat 

Russia on the battlefield.” “The respon-
sibility for fueling the Ukrainian con-
flict, for its escalation, for the number of 
victims... lies completely with Western 
elites,” Putin said. A top US official de-
scribed as an “absurdity” Putin’s accu-
sations that Russia had been threatened 
by the West as justification for sending 
troops into Ukraine. “Nobody is attack-
ing Russia. There’s a kind of absurdity 
in the notion that Russia was under 
some form of military threat from 
Ukraine or anyone else,” White House 
National Security Adviser Jake Sullivan 
told reporters in Warsaw. Putin also is-

sued a warning to critics within Russia, 
saying: “Those who have embarked on 
the path of betrayal of Russia must be 
held accountable under the law.” Turn-
ing to the economy, Putin said sanctions 
against Russia had not succeeded and 
were in fact hurting the West by raising 
energy prices. “They have not succeed-
ed and will not succeed,” he said. “The 
Russian economy has proved much 
more resilient than the West expect-
ed.” Russian official data on Monday 
showed the economy contracted by 2.1 
percent last year despite sanctions — far 
less than had been expected. Biden is 

due to deliver his own speech at around 
1630 GMT after talks with Polish Presi-
dent Andrzej Duda, who has been a key 
advocate for Ukraine within the EU and 
NATO. From Warsaw’s historic Royal 
Castle, Biden will “make it clear that 
the United States will continue to stand 
with Ukraine... for as long as it takes,” 
according to National Security Council 
spokesman John Kirby, who spoke to 
reporters last week. He will also speak 
by telephone with the leaders of Britain, 
France and Italy, the White House has 
said. German Chancellor Olaf Scholz is 
due in Washington on March 3. “You’ll 
hear messages in the president’s speech 
that will certainly resonate with the 
American people, certainly will reso-
nate with our allies and partners, with-
out question resonate with the Polish 
people,” Kirby said of the Warsaw ad-
dress. “I would suspect that you’ll hear 
him messaging Mr.Putin as well, as well 
as the Russian people.” At his meeting 
with Ukrainian President Volodymyr 
Zelensky on Monday, Biden pledged 
“unwavering” US support and some 
$500 million in ammunition and artil-
lery supplies. The visit came ahead of 

the February 24 anniversary of when 
Putin gave the order for Russian troops 
to enter Ukraine. “One year later, Kyiv 
stands. And Ukraine stands. Democ-
racy stands,” Biden said at the Mariin-
sky Palace, the Ukrainian president’s 
official residence. When the Kremlin 
launched the offensive in Ukraine, its 
so-called “special military operation” 
was planned to be a rapid conquest 
leading to capitulation and the instal-
lation of a pro-Russian regime. “Putin 
thought Ukraine was weak and the 
West was divided,” Biden said Monday. 
“He thought he could outlast us.” “He’s 
just been plain wrong,” he added. On 
Tuesday, China said it was “deeply con-
cerned” about the conflict, which it said 
was “intensifying and even getting out 
of control.” Foreign Minister Qin Gang 
said Beijing would “urge the countries 
concerned to stop adding fuel to the fire 
as soon as possible, to stop shifting the 
blame to China,” following US claims 
that Beijing may be considering send-
ing arms to Moscow. China has sought 
to position itself as a neutral party, while 
maintaining close ties with its strategic 
ally Russia. (Agencies)
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Fear the biggest rival: first person to complete 
Antarctic 2.5 km swim

China tests ‘phantom space strike’ missile technology 

 Fleet of MiG-29 Jets ‘Wiped Out’  
in Russian missile attack 

 Japan postmortems of COVID-infected 
patients find virus stays in half 

UK tea firms face sex abuse claims in Kenya: BBC

Santiago: Chilean Barbara Hernan-
dez, who became the first person re-
corded to have swum 2.5 kilometers 
(1.5 miles) in the near-freezing Ant-
arctic Ocean, says fear — not other 
people — is her rival. The 37-year-old 
completed the feat in 45 minutes and 
30 seconds on February 5, wearing an 
ordinary swimsuit without additional 
padding, some goggles, a swimming 
cap, and earplugs. Her only defense 
against a cold that would have killed 
many others: was perseverance. The 
water temperature reached barely 
2.0 degrees Celsius (35.6 Fahrenheit). 
“My biggest rival is fear… not (other) 
people,” Hernandez told AFP after 
completing the glacial endeavor rec-
ognized as a first by the International 
Winter Swimming Association. She 

hopes it will also be inscribed in the 
Guinness World Records. “Fear of fail-
ure, of failing the people who trust in 
me, those are my main adversaries,” 
said the Chilean swimmer nicknamed 
“The Ice Mermaid.” Hernandez re-
counted her mind-over-body struggle 
completing the distance — about the 
length of 25 football fields — which 
started from a Chilean Navy ship 
near Greenwich Island in Antarctica. 
Shortly after half-way, she said, “I felt 
something cold passing through my 
heart” — a known sign of hypothermia 
setting in, with the risk of heart attack 
and death. She did the only thing she 
knew how: she kept kicking and wad-
ing until she reached the finish: a buoy 
in the middle of the ocean. “It was a su-
per difficult swim, tough,” (Agencies)

BEIJING: Chinese military engineers 
have developed a space-based method 
of overwhelming sophisticated mis-
sile-defense systems, according to a 
local media report. The tactic has yet 
to be tested in real life, where scien-
tists warn it could lead to unintention-
al nuclear war. In a computer simula-
tion, researchers with China’s People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) launched a 
ballistic missile into space, where it 
released three small spacecraft high 
above the Earth’s atmosphere. These 
spacecraft then sent false signals 
back to ground-based missile warn-
ing radars, spoofing them into think-
ing that many more missiles were 
inbound. The radar stations respond-
ed by launching interceptor missiles 
toward the non-existent warheads. 

The research paper was published in 
the Chinese-language Journal of Elec-
tronics and Information Technology 
earlier this month, the South China 
Morning Post reported on Monday. 
The team of scientists said that they 
designed their spacecraft to fool multi-
ple radar stations at once, by operating 
within these sites’ margin of error. The 
simulation could be easily scaled up 
to include more spacecraft, they said, 
which could overwhelm a sophisticat-
ed missile defense network and open 
an adversary up to a follow-up attack 
with real missiles. “There are many 
more details we do not discuss in this 
paper,” the team wrote. The break-
through comes despite Beijing’s re-
peatedly stated position that it opposes 
the militarization of space.  (Agencies)

KYIV: A video showing the aftermath 
of Russian missile strikes that left the 
Ukrainian military air base in ruins and 
damaged several Ukrainian military 
aircraft is going viral on the internet. 
The video, which appeared to surfaced 
on February 16, exhibited the outcome 
missile attack on a military airfield of 
the Ukrainian Air Force. According to 
the reports, the military base, home to 
numerous fighter jets, was effectively 
destroyed in a single round of missile 
attacks. A fighter plane is seen in the 
footage lying on its back, probably 
having been flipped over by the shock 
waves caused by the explosions.  In the 

footage, several fighter jets, including a 
MiG-29, can be seen in a damaged con-
dition. Reports suggest that the Russian 
missile attacks destroyed at least ten 
front-line military aircraft.  For under-
standable reasons, most aircraft cannot 
be restored, but the air base could be 
rebuilt for future use even without com-
bat aircraft. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Postmortems of 11 patients 
who died in Japan after contracting 
COVID-19 in 2021 found that an in-
fectious viral load remained in the na-
sopharynx and lungs of over half, with 
one having been dead for 13 days, a 
health ministry study showed Mon-
day. The Ministry of Health, Labor and 
Welfare eased restrictions on handling 
coronavirus-infected corpses in a revi-
sion to funeral guidelines in January, 
but Hisako Saito, an associate pro-
fessor of legal medicine at Chiba Uni-
versity and principal researcher of the 
study team, stressed the importance of 
educating and equipping personnel to 

“handle bodies on the assumption they 
are infectious.” The revision stated that 
infected corpses no longer needed to 
be handled differently provided anti-in-
fection measures such as wiping the 
body and stuffing the nose are taken. 
The research team’s examination of 11 
infected bodies, for which forensic and 
pathological autopsies had been con-
ducted, took place between January 
and October 2021, when infections in 
Japan were fueled by the Delta variant 
of the virus. PCR tests on 30 nasopha-
ryngeal mucosa and lung tissue sam-
ples detected the virus in 13 samples 
from six bodies. The body in which the 
virus was detected 13 days after death 
from pneumonia had been placed in 
the refrigerator for 12 days. The team 
surmised that patients who died shortly 
after being infected and whose bodies 
were discovered within a day of death 
or placed in cold storage for long pe-
riods of time had a high probability of 
viral persistence. (Agencies)

LONDON: Two UK tea manufactur-
ers on Monday faced accusations of 
sexual abuse on tea plantations in 
Kenya, according to an undercover in-
vestigation by the BBC. “More than 70 
women on Kenyan tea farms, owned 
for years by two British companies, 
told the BBC they had been sexual-
ly abused by their supervisors,” the 
broadcaster said on its website. The 
report focused on a Kenyan planta-
tion that at the time was owned by 
UK household goods giant Unilever, 
and another one that remains owned 
by the tea group James Finlay & Co. 
The BBC spoke with victims who said 
they had no choice but to give in to 
sexual demands of managers or lose 
their jobs. One was reportedly infect-
ed with HIV by her supervisor. Secret 
filming also showed that local bosses 
had sought to pressure an undercov-
er BBC reporter for sex. Unilever told 
AFP it was “deeply shocked by the 
allegations in the BBC programme”. 
The group added in a statement that 
it had “worked hard for many years 
to address the very serious issues of 
sexual and gender-based violence 
against women in the tea industry. 
“This included improving the gender 
balance of team leaders, upgrading 
the grievance handling process and 
strengthening awareness-raising and 
training.” Unilever added it was “very 

disappointed that the measures put in 
place to make it easier to report, detect 
and investigate abuse failed to detect 
and address the issues highlighted 
by the BBC”. Nathalie Roos, chief ex-
ecutive of Lipton Teas and Infusions, 
now owned by a private equity group, 
added that the company was “shocked 
and dismayed” by the allegations. “We 
immediately suspended the managers 
at the centre of the allegations and 
launched a full independent investiga-
tion,” Roos said in a statement sent to 
AFP. “We will take the most stringent 
action if this inquiry, which is still on-
going, finds any evidence of wrong-
doing.” “As a woman and a new CEO 
of the tea market leader, I am taking 
a determined approach to making 
a meaningful difference for people 
across the industry, including wom-
en’s safety, which is particularly close 
to my heart,” she added. James Finlay 
& Co did not immediately respond to a 
request for comment. (Agencies)

Jordanian and 
British military forces 

cooperate in joint 
tactical drill

AMMAN: The King Faisal II/16 Brigade, 
a unit of the Jordanian Armed Forces, 
conducted a joint tactical exercise with 
British military forces on Monday, the 
Jordan News Agency reported. The 
drill, part of the “Olive Grove” series 
of joint military exercises carried out 
by the two nations, took place in Jor-
dan in the presence of the brigade’s 
commander, Omar Shqeirat, and the 
UK’s defense attache in the country, 
Will Davis. Officials said the forces 
demonstrated their combat efficiency, 
professionalism and accuracy through 
the use of live fire with medium and 
light weapons, storming operations us-
ing armored vehicles, and sniping. The 
drill was designed to test the ability of 
forces to carry out military operations 
in built-up areas and internal security 
operations, and to provide training in 
reconnaissance operations and dealing 
with a variety of ground targets. The 
exercise is part of the ongoing training 
of forces from the two countries to im-
prove their combat readiness and effi-
ciency, officials added. (Agencies)

82-year-old man 
arrested for sexually 
assaulting woman

TOKYO: Police in Tokyo have arrest-
ed an 82-year-old man on suspicion of 
sexual assaulting a woman in her 30s 
after he put sleeping pills in soup that 
he gave to her. Police said the incident 
occurred on the night of Nov 22, 2022, 
at the home of the suspect, Noritaka 
Akita, in Edogawa Ward, Kyodo News 
reported. According to the warrant, 
Akita mixed sleeping pills in a bowl 
of miso soup, which he then offered to 
the woman. After the woman passed 
out, Akita is accused of sexually as-
saulting her. Police said they have 
learned that Akita was often consulted 
by the victim about her problems and 
that she had come over to have dinner 
with him on the night of the incident. 
Her mother was a long-time friend of 
Akita and the victim had known him 
for about 20 years. After drinking the 
soup, the woman recalled suddenly 
feeling sleepy. When she woke up, she 
felt a sense of physical discomfort and 
left Akita’s house. One of the wom-
an’s friends persuaded her to contact 
police after she sought help on social 
media sites. (Agencie)
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PESHAWAR: Secretary Information 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Arshad Khan 
Tuesday emphasized students to 
learn market-based technical educa-
tion and foreign languages to get good 
opportunities in future. Addressing a 
workshop at Mardan Board, he said 
that education was imperative to live 
a good life while skilled-based edu-

cation provides multiple opportuni-
ties to youth. He recalled that in past 
the people of this region were having 
command in traditional, scientific and 
technical education but unfortunately, 
after the 16th century it declined, and 
people started relying on the knowl-
edge of others. The Secretary point-
ed out that another hurdle in getting 

modern education was the language 
barrier as most of the students could 
not understand, speak, read and write 
the literature and research work in 
foreign languages. Chairman board 
of Intermediate and Secondary Edu-
cation Mardan Farid Ahmad Khattak 
and other speakers also spoke on the 
occasion.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Two persons, including 
a woman, were killed in separate in-
cidents in Charsadda district, police 
said on Tuesday. In the first incident, a 
65-year-old man identified as Ahmad 
Shah, a resident of Gudbana, Otman-
zai was killed over a property dispute. 
Son of the deceased, Musaddiq Shah 

told police that his father was alleged-
ly shot dead by Muhammad Ayaz, Ad-
nan and their father Humayun over 
a dispute related to property owner-
ship. In the second incident, a man 
reportedly poisoned his wife to death 
in Dosara area. The complainant, Far-
man Ali, brother of the deceased wom-

an, told police that his sister died after 
taking some medicines. He said when 
he took his sister to the hospital, it was 
confirmed that she was poisoned. He 
alleged that his brother-in-law, Abdul 
Khaliq gave poison to his sister. Police 
have registered both cases and started 
investigation.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The district administra-
tion in a crackdown against spurious 
drugs and syringes on Tuesday raided 
a factory in Hayatabad Industrial Estate 
here, and sealed the unit on the charge 
of manufacturing prohibited syring-
es. According to a press release issued 

here, Additional Assistant Commis-
sioner Samira Saba on the instructions 
of Deputy Commissioner Shah Fahad 
raided on a factory along with the Chief 
Drug Inspector Peshawar and the Drug 
Control Task Force. The team found that 
prohibited syringes were being manu-

factured in large quantity. All stocks and 
related records were seized on the spot 
and, the factory was sealed over viola-
tion of various provisions of the Drugs 
Act 1976 and the DRAP Act 2012. A case 
has been registered against owner of the 
factory and other relevant staff.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Centre of Excellence on Counter-
ing Violent Extremism (CoE CVE) 
in collaboration with Community 
Resilience Activity - North (CRA-
North) on Tuesday organized a 
two-day scholarly dialogue on coun-
tering violent extremism. Caretak-
er minister for higher education 
Justice (retired) Irshad Qaisar and 
Secretary for higher education Mu-
hammad Daud Khan participated 
in the dialogues. The experts repre-
senting different sectors of society 
including political figures, religious 
leaders, media persons, civil soci-
ety organizations (CSOs), academic 
researchers, scholars, and legal ex-
perts also participated in the event. 
Terming this dialogue the first of 
its kind the Chief Coordination Of-
ficer of the Centre of Excellence 
on Countering Violent Extremism 
Dr. Ayaz Khan said that this dia-
logue primarily aims to facilitate 
the participants’ discussions on the 
recent legislation forming the ‘Re-
search-Based Centre of Excellence 
on Countering Violent Extremism in 
KP’ and related components such as 

CVE research activities, CVE strat-
egies, and action plans. Secretary 
for higher education Muhammad 
Daud Khan in his opening remarks 
told that in the dialogue discussions 
on Violent Extremism drivers and 
causes of extremist trends; count-
er violent extremism (CVE) policy 
framework and implementation 
mechanism including its communi-
cations management approaches, 
countering violent extremism prac-
tices in Pakistan, roles of different 
sectors of KP society for CVE, CVE 
engagement within educational in-
stitutions, and other relevant topics 
such as peace, inter-faith harmony, 
social cohesion, and civic engage-
ment was held. Caretaker Minister 
Irshad Qaisar in her concluding 
remarks added that the session as-
sisted the Centre of Excellence on 
Countering Violent Extremism in 
gathering baseline information re-
garding the aforementioned issues 
and a better understanding of areas 
of collaboration that it can pursue 
as a future engagement with these 
experts.(APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 267 269.5

China Yuan 38.18 38.58

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 70.6 71.3

U.A.E Dirham 72.9 73.6

UK Pound 315 318

Euro 279.9 282.5

Australian Dollar 179 181.4

Canadian Dollar 194 196.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
194,700

Rs 
178,474

Rs 
170,362

Rs 
146,025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
166,924

Rs 
153,013

Rs 
146,058

Rs 
125,193

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,692 Rs 15,301 Rs 14,606 Rs 12,519

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
473,222

Rs 
433,785

Rs 
414,070

Rs 
354,917

Food fortification initiative arranges progress 
review meeting

DC for uninterrupted supply of subsidized 
flour to people

District admin issues price list for fruits, vegetables

Teachers’ association ICP condemns release of 
selected videos of lecturer’s killing

One transgender killed, another injured

Dry weather to prevail in most KP

Pesco notifies power suspension

Traders resent unnecessary actions,  
harassment, imposition of heavy fines

Security guard involved in lecturer’s killing arrested

KP Governor for provision of best facilities  
at Bacha Khan Airport

PESHAWAR: National Food Fortifi-
cation Programme Nutrition Inter-
national Khyber Pakhtunkhwa has 
arranged a one-day progress review 
meeting on its Wheat Flour Fortifi-
cation Programme for KP and erst-
while FATA here on Monday. Direc-
tor Food Department Yasir Hassan 
and other food department officials, 
Representatives of the World Food 
Programme, and academia partici-
pated in the event. In his inaugural 
speech Dr. Imtiaz Ali Shah, Provin-
cial Program Manager of Nutrition 
International KP Chapter told the 
participants that Nutrition Interna-
tional has been improving health 
and nutrition in Pakistan since 2001. 
Additionally, he told a team of more 
than 100 staff and consultants with 
an investment of $60 million in Pa-
kistan since 2003 has been hired by 
nutritional international including 

$23 million directly spent on procur-
ing and distributing vitamin A cap-
sules. While talking about the Na-
tional Food Fortification Programme 
across the country Provincial Pro-
gram Manager told that 992 mills 
in the country (75%) signed MOUs 
with the National food fortification 
program while it has installed 2,333 
micro feeders at 992 mills leading 
to 35,000 metric tons of wheat flour 
fortification monthly. Moreover, 22 
I-check laboratories for testing iron 
in fortified wheat flour have also 
been established. While expressing 
his views on reaching millions with 
low-cost, high-impact interventions 
Dr. Imtiaz Ali Shah expressed that 
Approximately 20 million children 
receive two Vitamin A capsules ev-
ery year, and more than 115 million 
people have gained access to iodized 
salt.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Newly appointed Dep-
uty Commissioner Shah Fahad on 
Tuesday directed revenue officers 
to regularly visit flour dealer shops 
and ensure uninterrupted supply of 
subsidized flour to poor people. Pre-
siding over a meeting of the Revenue 
Officers here soon after assuming 
charge of his office, he directed to 
make the system easy for the mass-

es and take all necessary measures 
to facilitate people. The meeting 
was attended by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Sania Safi, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Finance Nav-
eed Akbar and other administrative 
and revenue officers. Deputy Di-
rector Database briefed the Deputy 
Commissioner about computeriza-
tion of land record.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The district admin-
istration here on Tuesday issued 
a price list of vegetables and fruits 
after supervision of bidding in fruit 
and vegetable markets. In this con-
nection, Additional Assistant Com-
missioner (AAC), Engineer Mishbah 
Waheed visited the fruit and vegeta-

ble markets during the wee hours 
and supervised the bidding process. 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Pesha-
war has said that the purpose of the 
monitoring of bidding was to con-
trol the artificial price-hike and di-
rect stern action against profiteers.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Teaching Staff Associa-
tion (TSA) Islamia College Peshawar 
(ICP) Tuesday strongly condemned 
the release of selective CCTV footage 
of the killing of lecturer Bashir Ahmad 
by the university security guard and 
termed it malicious and an attempt to 
distort facts. The TSA requested the 

Vice Chancellor ICP to provide the 
complete unedited and unadulterat-
ed CCTV footage of the murder case 
starting from Bashir Ahmad’s entered 
the collegiate school to the murder-
er’s escape through UOP Gate. The 
association termed the killing a brutal 
cold-blooded murder.(APP)

PESHAWAR: A transgender was 
killed and another injured in a firing 
at Taj Chowk, Mingora, said police 
on Tuesday. The dead transgender 
has been identified as Osama alias 
Mahnoor while the injured was Is-

rar alias Gulalai. The dead body and 
injured were shifted to the hospital. 
The murderer has been identified as 
Nawab. However, the motive behind 
the attack could not be ascertained.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Tues-
day predicted dry weather in most 
districts of the province while partly 
cloudy and cold in upper districts 
and hilly areas. It said that isolated 
rain-wind and thunderstorm with 
light snowfall over the hills is likely 
to occur over Chitral, Dir, Malakand, 
Upper Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, Bat-
tagram, Torghar and Mansehra dis-
tricts. During the last 24 hours cold 
and cloudy weather occurred over 
most districts of the province. How-
ever, scattered rain-wind and thun-
derstorm with light snowfall over the 
hills occurred over Chitral, Lower & 
Upper Dir, Malakand, Swat, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Mansehra, Abbottabad 
Buner and Khyber districts. Rain re-

corded (in mm): Chitral 16, Dir 13, 
Drosh 11, Kalam, Timergara & Pat-
tan 06 (each), Mirkhani & Balakot 
05 (each), Kakul 03, Buner & Tirah 
(Khyber) 01 (each) and Saidu Sharif 
Trace. Snowfall in (inches): Kalam 
02. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City 
26/10, Chitral 10/01, Timergara 18/10, 
Dir 12/01, Mirkhani 20/01, Kalam 06/-
07, Drosh 11/03, Saidu Sharif 19/05, 
Pattan 16/07, Malam Jabba 08/-02, 
Takht Bhai 25/03, Kakul 20/03, Bal-
akot 18/06, Parachinar 20/01, Bannu 
27/10, Cherat 19/09, D.I. Khan 30/15. 
The minimum temperature recorded 
in the province was -07 �C in Kalam.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Tues-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from 220 KV Bannu Grid 
Station on 22nd and 23rd February 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. resultantly 
consumers of 132 KV Gurguri, Tall, 
Parachinar, Guljoo, Sadda and Alizai 
feeders will face partial load-shed-
ding. It said the power supply will 
also remain suspended from 500KV 
Sheikh Muhammadi grid station 
on 22nd and 23rd February from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. resultantly consum-
ers of 132 KV Peshawar City, Pabbi, 
Peshawar Industrial, Jamrud, Pe-
shawar University, Peshawar Cantt, 

Kohat and KDA feeders will face 
partial load-shedding. The power 
supply will also remain suspended 
from 220KV Mardan Grid Station 
from 22nd to 23rd February from 
11 a.m. to 01 p.m. resultantly con-
sumers of 132KV Dhobian, Hussain, 
Daggar, Swabi, Gadoon Amazai 
Mardan-3, Charsadda, Rajjar, Tangi, 
Shabqadar and Shahibagh feeders 
will face inconvenience. The power 
supply will also remain suspended 
on 132 KV Kohat Grid Station on 
22nd February from 09 a.m. to 02 
p.m. resultantly consumers of 11KV 
KDA, City-1, City-5, Hangu Road, 
Usterzai and Auxiliary feeders will 
face inconvenience.(APP)

PESHAWAR:Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (SCCI) 
president Muhammad Ishaq ex-
pressed resentment over unnec-
essary actions, harassment of the 
business community and imposition 
of heavy fines by authorities con-
cerned on pretext of enforcing pol-
icies. He stressed the dignity of the 
traders community should be kept 
intact during actions by the relevant 
departments/authorities. Address-
ing members during the visit of Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Food Safety and 
Halal Food Authority (KFS&HFA) 
Director General (DG) Shahrukh 
Ali Khan here at the chamber house 
on Tuesdayr, President SCCI said 
the business community has played 
an important role in economic sta-
bility and improvement by paying 
various taxes. SCCI chief demanded 
to frame policies by making prop-
er consultation with chambers and 
relevant stakeholders. He further-
more asked to avoid taking steps 

which would cause a collision be-
tween the business community and 
government authorities concerned. 
Apart from the chamber’s vice 
president Ejaz Khan Afridi, former 
vice president Javed Akhtar, Di-
rector Technical KFS&HFA Abdul 
Sattar Shah, Director Operation of 
the food authority Alftab Hussain, 
executive member of the chamber 
Naeem Qasmi, Hamza Ibrahim Butt, 
Laal Badshah, Munwar Khurshid, 
Salman Altaf, Ihsanullah, Fazl I Wa-
hid, Zahoor Khan, Saddar Gul, Ish-
tiaq Muhammad, traders, exporters 
attached with honey sector, office 
bearers of different bazaar mar-
ket associations, representatives of 
traders’ community were present 
in a large number on  the occasion. 
Muhammad Ishaq apprised the DG 
Shahrukh Ali Khan regarding res-
ervations of business community 
over unnecessary actions, harass-
ment and collection of heavy fines.  
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A team of Peshawar 
police on Tuesday arrested the se-
curity guard, involved in the killing 
of a lecturer at the entrance of Isla-
mia College Peshawar. According to 
police, the accused security guard 
named Sher Muhammad was ar-
rested from Karak district. Police 

said the accused has been shifted 
to Peshawar for further investiga-
tion and legal procedure. Lecturer, 
Bashir Ahmad and security guard, 
Sher Muhammad both had devel-
oped some arguments at the gate of 
Islamia College Peshawar on Febru-
ary 19. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Government Ghulam Ali Tuesday di-
rected Airport manager Bacha Khan 
International airport to provide the best 
facilities to passengers at the airport. 
He issued the instructions during a 
meeting wherein the Station Manager 

of Pakistan International Airline (PIA) 
Asmatullah Barki briefed the Governor 
about the operationalisation of Dera Is-
mail Khan Airport. Adnan Jalil, Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s Caretaker Minister for 
Industries, Commerce, and Technical 
education was also present. (APP)
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What was considered to be a historic act in the country’s history is 
now being amended to erase any minor gains or goodwill that was 
generated. On Monday, the Senate Standing Committee on Human 
Rights held a meeting where the body discussed the different pro-
posed amendments relating to the Transgender Persons (Protection 
of Rights) Act, 2018. Once again, it appears that persistent pushback 
from the conservative segments of society has forced the hands of law-
makers to push for these amendments. The committee was apprised 
about the common position taken by the movers of all six bills that 
Islamic law categorically provides that gender cannot be derived from 
internal feeling or internal sense of being, but instead may solely be 
derived from physical appearance, genital attributes, and congenital 
ambiguities. As a result, the committee unanimously decided to re-
place the word “Transgender” in the 2018 Act with “Khunsa (Inter-
sex)”. This is another case of pandering to the religious circles who 
have very little understanding of the bill, and how it sought to provide 
some protection to an extremely marginalised and abused communi-
ty. What is even more concerning is the fact that the committee has 
agreed to constitute a medical board comprising six experts at the 
district level. Further, intersex people will have to register themselves 
with NADRA as per the certification made by the medical board. Re-
quiring transgender people to go through such bureaucratic proce-
dures, where it is guaranteed that they will face significant hurdles, is 
not something that will improve the already dismal situation for the 
community. It is also problematic how the determination of gender 
will be done solely on the medical board’s report. This is undoubtedly 
a step backwards, which is rightly attracting criticism from both with-
in and outside the country. This will only make the lives of an already 
oppressed community even harder. This amendment is not being pur-
sued in the broader interests of the transgender community, and it 
must also be pointed out that there was not a single intersex person 
on the committee. For now, the matter has been deferred until the next 
meeting, so it is imperative that lawmakers do whatever they can to 
oppose this regressive move.

Transgender Persons Act

INDIAN media wastes no opportu-
nity in targeting China and Pakistan 
with its fake news factory churn ing 
out reports to denigrate both. In its 
latest campaign of smearing Sino-Pak 
ties, taking advantage of Pakistan’s 
economic woes, its ongoing struggles 
with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to secure loans to stem the tide 
of hyperinflation, Indian media is 
falsely blaming China for Pakistan’s 
economic woes. The economic quag-
mire that Pakistan finds itself stuck 
in is the result of financial misman-
agement of successive regimes that 
resorted to wanton borrowing and 
spending beyond their means. China, 
Pakistan’s iron brother and all weath-
er strategic partners, has a time tested 
relationship with. To insidiously im-
ply that somehow China or the CPEC 
are responsible for Pakistan’s current 
economic meltdown is not only mali-
cious but also far removed from the 
truth. India, which itself boasts of hav-
ing emerged from a civilization which 
dates back thousands of years, some-
how fails to appreciate the philosophy 
behind China’s policies, which are 
based on its ancient wisdom derived 
from its traditions, culture and values. 
Blinded by the extremist ideology of 
Hindutva, which preaches the su-
premacy of Hindu Brahmin class over 
all other religions, castes and creeds, 
Indian rulers in the current regime 
perceive Chinese policy of “live and 
let live” with disbelief and suspicion. 
Guided by Chanakyan stratagem 
of subterfuge, guile and treachery, 
Narendra Modi and his ilk employ 
all their energy in spewing venom 
against China trying to create misun-
derstandings to shatter the rock sol-
id Pak-China ties. Chinese Supreme 
Leader, Xi Jinping’s prescience and 
cognition visualized the Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) not just as a means 
for reviving the spirit of cooperation 
behind the ancient Silk Road but as 
a roadmap for enabling countries to 
enjoy prosperity through trade and 
transit. Over one hundred countries 
and organizations have so far come 
on board with their eyes wide open, 
not at the point of a gun or any sort of 
blackmail because they were able to 
grasp the ethos of the mega project. 
The only countries to oppose BRI are 
China’s traditional rivals Australia, 
India, Japan and the US. The flagship 
project of BRI is the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) which 
was expected to be a harbinger of 
economic prosperity for Pakistan in 
varied projects comprising agricul-
ture systems, industry, communica-
tions, trade, information technology 
and poverty alleviation. It made a tre-

mendous start and most of the early 
harvest goals were achieved but polit-
ical instability, the advent of the global 
pandemic COVID-19 and numerous 
other impediments deterred Pakistan 
from making optimum utilization of 
the mega project. A major threat to 
the mega project has been terror at-
tacks targeting Chinese engineers 
and technicians working on differ-
ent projects. The capture of a senior 
operative of Indian spy agency RAW, 
Commander Kulbhoshan Jadhav 
alias Hussain Mubarak Patel spilled 
the beans on Indian machinations to 
drive the Chinese away. The Indian 
master spy confessed to recruiting 
misled Baluch youth, imparting train-
ing in terrorism, as well as arming 
them and launching them to commit 
barbaric attacks on Chinese person-
nel. After Pakistan managed to get a 
grip on terrorism and rounded up the 
ringleaders identified by Kulbhoshan 
Jadhav, India launched a massive fifth 
generation warfare assault on Paki-
stan and China through its diplomat-
ic, media and various tools of intrigue. 
The exposé by European Union’s Dis-
infoLab in its 90-page report which 
unearthed the machinations of an 
international network funded by or-
ganizations with Indian leanings pro-
vided detailed disclosures labelled In-
dian Chronicles comprising 265 fake 
media outlets, multiple dubious think 
tanks and NGOs, financed by Indian 
or pro-Indian entities surreptitiously 
working to destabilize Pakistan and 
attempting to drive a wedge between 
Pakistan and China through its pleth-
ora of fake news. The discovery of In-
dian Chronicles did not deter India but 
spurred it into full gear to besmirch 
Pakistan, tarnish the image of China 
and create a milieu where Chinese 
investors, engineers and technicians 
are forced to withdraw from Pakistan. 
To achieve this heinous agenda, agent 
provocateurs have been employed 
by India to create mayhem through 
protest rallies and blow the situation 
out of proportion through its media. 
Here are a few examples: Wion TV, 
Indian TV News Channel’s Decem-
ber 16, 2022 report ‘Pakistan: Gwadar 
protest leader warns Chinese to leave 
key port’ available at https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=kI-ZFaozrb4. 
Similarly, OpIndia.com’s February 
7, 2023 story: “Gwadar protests: ‘An-
ti-Chinese’ protests erupt in China’s 
rental state threatening to unravel the 
China-Pakistan relationship” at
https://www.opindia.com/2023/02/
gwadar-balochistan-maulana-hi-
dayat-ur-rehman-cpec-protests-china.
The above two sources and numerous 
others repeated in a wide array of In-

dian media have parroted the story: 
“Gwadar, the port city located on the 
south-western coast of Baluchistan, 
Pakistan, is in news for the past two 
months due to the ongoing protests 
led by Maulana Hidayat-ur-Rehman. 
The Haq Do Tehreek (Give Rights to 
Gwadar) protests are termed to be an-
ti-Chinese, as the protestors are ask-
ing the Chinese nationals to vacate 
the port area while demanding rights 
for the local Baluch people. “Rehman 
warned Chinese citizens residing in 
Gwadar that if the government choos-
es to ignore their peaceful rallies, the 
populace has the right to take up and 
use guns and weapons to defend their 
rights. According to the reports, thou-
sands of protesters in Balochistan 
have used Chinese nationals as a ne-
gotiation chip to get their concerns 
addressed.” Maulana Hidayat-ur- 
Rehman, reportedly on the payroll 
of Indian agencies, after lighting the 
fire of discord, slipped away from the 
protests and disappeared from Gwa-
dar but the bottom line of the terror 
mongers is forcing the Chinese to 
leave Pakistan in the lurch, without 
completing CPEC. To add salt to the 
wound, a fake story was surreptitious-
ly slipped in on February 3, 2023 by 
“The Indian Express” stating ‘Can’t 
provide security to all Chinese na-
tionals; better to hire private security 
firms: Pakistan’s Punjab government.’ 
The story was planted in the wake of 
a deadly terror attack in a mosque in 
the police lines area of Peshawar city 
that killed more than 10people, most-
ly policemen, which could have been 
plotted by India. On the one hand, on 
January 25, 2023, India issued a no-
tice to Pakistan accusing it of being 
“intransigent” on the implementation 
of the IWT, officially notifying Paki-
stan to renegotiate the treaty with the 
plea that Pakistan is repeatedly in-
dulging in unjustified actions, that are 
against the spirit and objective of the 
treaty, to scuttle the Indian projects 
while on the other, it maliciously posts 
a fake news on February 3, 2023: ‘Chi-
na scuttles Pakistan’s Neelum Jhe-
lum Project over delayed payments’, 
posted at: https://www.aninews.in/
news/world/asia/china-scuttles-paki-
stans-neelum-jhelum-project-over-de-
layed-payments20230203151741/ 
Such conspiracies are a product of 
the tricks taught by Chanakya. Indian 
aim is two prong: to deny China the 
use of Gwadar and the shortest route 
through CPEC to Kashgar simultane-
ously sabotaging Pakistan’s means of 
achieving economic prosperity. Indian 
monstrous designs must be exposed.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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Indian media falsely blames China for Pakistan’s economic woes
— By Sultan M Halin

No precise definition or doctrine on 
Fifth Generation Warfare (5GW) ex-
ists for being a clandestine concept 
which involves hostile hegemonic pol-
icies encompassing interference in the 
affairs of other states. However, it con-
notes; war of information and percep-
tion with or without using the kinetic 
action. It implies changing the percep-
tion of people against the target state 
and its institutions with the use of me-
dia, bribing and enticing the corrupt 
leadership, bureaucracy, aristocracy, 
judiciary and the decision makers. Ex-
ploitation of the minorities and ethnic 
and sectarian fault lines, and attack-
ing the center of gravity of the state 
are the important approaches used in 
this strategy. Changing perception of 
the people involves extensive propa-
ganda campaigns by misinformation 
and deception about the ideological, 
social, economic and security aspects 
of the state through media. Opinion 
leaders play an important role in this 
regard who are enticed to spread the 
required publicity. Creating Political 
instability and holding acts of terror-
ism are effective tools to create unrest 
and insecurity amongst the general 
masses, with a view to discrediting the 
government, it’s institutions and the 
security forces etc. Every country has 
a center of gravity which forms the ba-
sic foundation on which the entire phi-
losophy of the state rests. It may be an 
ideology, a system, economy, rule, it’s 
industry, nukes or military. If the cen-
ter of gravity of a country is shaken, 
the entire system collapses even with-
out using any kinetic action. For ex-
ample, the center of gravity of US and 
England lie in their democratic and 
justice systems respectively. India’s 
center of gravity rests in its secular 
system and in case of Israel it is held 
in its ideology. Similarly, the center of 
gravity of Pakistan lies in its military, 
which, with the patronage of the peo-
ple signifies a symbol of unification of 
the country. In the 5GW operations 
against Pakistan, this aspect appears 
to be given due consideration. Paki-
stan’s significant geo-political location 
on the gateway of land-locked Central 
Asian states, it’s border with Afghani-
stan; located on the doorway to Cen-
tral Asia, its Islamic ideology, nuclear 

capability, it’s cooperation with Chi-
na in the shape of CPEC and strong 
military; which effectively checks the 
Indian dominative designs in the re-
gion, are the main glitches for the en-
emies of Pakistan. Thus, in the recent 
history, they have been trying hard to 
perpetrate 5GW by coercively using 
the methods explained above in or-
der to dislodge the center of gravity of 
Pakistan. Hence for the past decade, 
Pakistan witnessed extensive terrorist 
activities in which regrettably, about 
80 thousand citizens including secu-
rity personnel and innocent civilians 
have been killed. Conversely however, 
Pakistan military with the prodigious 
support of the people, successfully de-
feated the threat of terrorism by cre-
ating a unique example in the world. 
On the other fronts of 5GW, the cor-
rupt politicians have been imposed on 
Pakistan who, through decades are 
looting and plundering the economy 
of the country with their dynastic rules 
and succumb to the demands of the 
international establishment for their 
personal interests. Thus, Pakistan is 
languishing in the deepest abyss of 
financial crisis to the extent that its 
economy is at the verge of collapse. 
Reportedly, the media and the opinion 
leaders have been heavily bribed to 
spread misinformation and deception 
in the masses in order to coverup their 
loot and plunder by portraying a rosy 
picture about the poor government 
performance on the media. Some of 
the corrupt and criminal leaders of 
Pakistan are supported by the interna-
tional establishment to the extent that 
despite committing heinous crimes in 
Pakistan and being convicted by the 
courts have taken refuge on the British 
soil and are unfortunately patronised 
by them. Additionally, despite being 
involved in murder, money laundering 
and planning for murder cases com-
mitted on the soil of England have not 
been indicted so far and are at large. 
Apparently, they are being saved by 
the international establishment to 
play their diabolic roles in Pakistan in 
the future days to come. This is done 
in total disregard to the virtuous rep-
utation of English justice, nobility and 
morality.
Courtesy: The Nation

Pakistan and 5GW
— By Lt Col Khalid Masood Khan (Retd)

Us-China rivalry  
Sino-US political relations have al-
ways been fragile. Politico-econom-
ic factors led both nations to log-
gerheads paving the way to rivalry. 
The basic and foremost bone of 
contention between the US & Chi-
na is Taiwan and sea routes namely 
the strait of Malacca as well as the 
Indian ocean. Although the US sup-
ports Taiwan as part of one China 
policy, at the same time Washington 
maintains strong military ties with 
Taipei and exercises Freedom of 
Navigation under the UN conven-
tion of law on the sea. On the other 
hand, China disregard the US nar-
rative and warned the US multiple 
times over the Taiwan subject Sec-
ondly, the Indian Ocean, which is 

the third largest sea in the world, is 
significantly important economical-
ly for Chinese interest whereas, the 
US growing concerned about Chi-
nese hegemony over Indian ocean 
brought Quad (India, Australia, US, 
and Japan), AUKUS, Australia, UK, 
and USA closer to counter Chinese 
influence over the Indian ocean. 
Economically, the Chinese-led bank 
AIIB (Asian Infrastructure & invest-
ment Bank) provided loan to many 
lesser nations and China’s econom-
ic expansion ingrained in all parts 
of the world. Chinese one Belt and 
Road Initiative CPEC investment 
ranging $60 billion dollars. On con-
trary, US effort to rival Beijing by 
establishing TPP transpacific part-
nership by investing & supporting 

ASEAN nations, and G7 countries 
to counter Chinese interests, and 
poured $600 billion to promote US-
led economic ambition in all parts 
of the world. On the other hand, 
BRICS nations GDP all alone stands 
$40 trillion US dollars while US in-
vestment in combined with G7, TTP 
transpacific partnership stands no 
match to that of Chinese investment 
and replaced belt and Road alterna-
tive. In a nutshell, economic and 
political rivalry between USA and 
people’s republic of China construe 
a challenging global geopolitical 
environment that must be resolved 
amicably under the auspices of the 
UN charter.
– Adil Ali
–Karachi

A silent killer
HEPATITIS is known as the silent 
killer. It has recently been found 
alarmingly rising in peri-urban 
squatter settlements around Kara-
chi. Since Pakistan has a high load of 
hepatitis B and C, non-governmen-
tal organisations (NGOs) routinely 
screen pregnant women for hepatitis 
B and C in the targeted communities. 
During 2020-2021, a data set identi-
fied a remarkable increase of hepa-
titis C-positive pregnant women in a 
local community. A screening cam-
paign was planned for the targeted 

population, covering a different area 
each day. Advocacy was targeted 
through banners and awareness 
sessions/social meetings were held 
with the community by community 
health workers. Rapid diagnostic test 
kits were used for randomly screen-
ing 978 residents of villages. Out of 
them, 11.9 per cent individuals were 
positive for hepatitis C, 1.4pc for 
hepatitis B, and 0.2pc for both. The 
affected persons were financially 
supported by a philanthropist. They 
were referred to Jinnah Postgrad-
uate Medical Centre (JPMC) and 

some welfare organisations. Their 
diagnosis was confirmed, and appro-
priate treatment was given to them. 
The findings were actually just a tip 
of the proverbial iceberg; the actual 
disease burden is much higher than 
that. The provincial government has 
launched the Hepatitis Prevention 
and Control Programme (HPCP), 
which aims at ensuring a hepati-
tis-free Sindh by providing vaccina-
tion and screening free of cost. This 
is the right step forward. 
– Dr Mahwish Naim
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: The Nepali Army Day 
was marked at the Islamabad Serena 
Hotel on Monday, hosted by Ambassa-
dor Tapas Adhikari and Military Attaché 
Col Amrit Gurung. Lt General Shehbaz 
Khan,  (ASFC) Army Strategic Force 
Command, Pakistan Army was invited 
as the chief guest at the event. The Ne-
pali Army Day reception began with the 

national anthems of both countries, fol-
lowed by a programme featuring exclu-
sive video documentary of Nepali Army’s 
achievements and it’s role in UN peace 
mission and cake-cutting ceremony. Ne-
pal’s Defense Attaché, Col. Amrit Kaji 
Gurung and Nepalese Ambassador, H.E. 
Tapas Udhakari with their opening re-
marks thanked all the guests for the event 

and highlighted the diplomatic, military 
and trade relations between Nepal and 
Pakistan. Pakistan and Nepal have had 
diplomatic relations since 1960s. There is 
close cooperation between the two coun-
tries in trade, defence, higher education, 
tourism, and other fields. Pakistan pro-
vides diverse scholarships to Nepal’s citi-
zens in different fields and subjects.(PR)

Faisalabad: National Textile University 
(NTU), Faisalabad and Korean Inter-
national Corporation Agency (KOICA), 
Pakistan signed an MoU worth of 7.12 
Million US dollars to equip the Pak Ko-
rea Technical Textile Research Center 
with modern technology. Rector National 

Textile University, Faisalabad Dr. Tanveer 
Hussain and Country Director KOICA 
Pakistan Mr. Je He Yeon, have signed 
Record of Discussion of worth $7.12 
million for the strengthening of already 
constructed Technical Textile Centre 
here at Faisalabad. Record of discussion 

includes civil work, equipment and train-
ing of both faculty and industrial profes-
sional. Rector thanks the Government 
Republic of Korea for the Grant Aid and 
appreciated the supportive role of Minis-
try of Economic Affair Division (EAD),  
and other departments. (Press Release)

PM accepts resignation of NAB chairman

NA witnesses the introduction of 
 ‘Minority Commission Bill’

Sub-national polio vaccination campaign concludes

TDEA to help provide CNICs to marginalized groups 
in flood-hit districts of Balochistan, Sindh

PM invites Dutch companies to invest in Pakistan’s 
agriculture, and energy sectors

National Assembly passes Finance  
(Supplementary) Bill

Masood Khan calls US trade preference programme 
critical to strengthening trade ties, spurring growth

SC dismisses NAB appeal seeking cancellation of bail

PIFD, Cardiff Met ink Declaration of Understanding

Roundtable discussion on developments  
on Afghanistan held

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Tuesday accepted the 
resignation of Chairman National 
Accountability Bureau (NAB) Aft-
ab Sultan. The Chairman NAB pre-
sented the resignation presented to 
the prime minister citing personal 
reasons, here at the PM House. The 
prime minister appreciated the ser-
vices of Aftab Sultan and lauded his 
honesty and uprightness.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assem-
bly (NA) on Monday witnessed the 
introduction of a government bill be-
sides the presentation of two reports 
of standing committees. Minister for 
Finance Muhammad Ishaq Dar in-
troduced a bill for the establishment 
of a commission for minorities – The 
National Commission for Minorities 
Bill, 2023 – which was referred to the 
relevant committee for further delib-
eration on it from all aspects. A report 

of the Standing Committee on Energy 
(Power Division) was presented in the 
house on the bill – The Private Power 
and Infrastructure Board (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2022 – to further amend 
the Private Power and Infrastructure 
Board Act, 2012. Likewise, a report 
on – The Imports and Exports (Con-
trol) (Amendment) Bill, 2022 – was 
also presented in the house to further 
amend the Imports and Exports (Con-
trol) Act, 1950.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A sub-national polio 
vaccination campaign has conclud-
ed in nine districts to vaccinate more 
than six million children under the 
age of five years. The polio drive was 
conducted in the seven endemic dis-
tricts of Bannu, D I Khan, Tank, Lak-
ki Marwat, North Waziristan, Upper 
South Waziristan, and Lower South 
Waziristan in southern Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, and two districts of Punjab 
including Lahore and Faisalabad. 
The drive was planned after two en-
vironmental samples collected from 
two separate sites in Lahore tested 
positive for the wild poliovirus in 
January. The first positive sample of 
2023 was detected on January 19 and 
was genetically linked to the poliovi-
rus found in the Nangarhar province 
of Afghanistan in November 2022, 

according to the National Polio Lab 
at the National Institute of Health. It 
was the first evidence of cross-border 
transmission in more than a year. The 
second positive sample was reported 
on January 27, which was genetically 
linked to a virus circulating in south 
KP. Minister for National Health Ser-
vices Abdul Qadir Patel, in a state-
ment, said parents and caregivers 
should ensure that their children 
were vaccinated in every campaign to 
protect them from the disability-caus-
ing virus and to stop it from gaining 
a foothold in their communities. He 
said the presence of wild poliovirus 
with genetic links to the virus in Af-
ghanistan and south KP in sewage 
samples was evidence that the virus 
was moving with people and circulat-
ing in the communities.(APP)

QUETTA (APP): The Trust for Dem-
ocratic Education and Accountabil-
ity (TDEA) in collaboration with the 
United Nations Development Pro-
gramme (UNDP) has initiated the 
process of facilitating 85,000 women 
and other marginalized groups in 
nine flood-hit districts of Baloch-
istan and Sindh provinces in acquir-
ing their National Identity Cards 
(NICs). The project ‘National Iden-
tity Cards for Women and Marginal-
ized Groups in Flood-Affected Areas’ 
was launched here in a ceremony on 
Monday, which was attended by the 
officials of the National Database 
and Registration Authority (NAD-
RA), provincial and District Disaster 
Management authorities, district ad-
ministration, and the representatives 
of the civil society organizations and 
media. Under the project’s initiative, 
36,000 fresh NIC registration cards 

will be issued to women. Also, 49,000 
replacement cards will be delivered 
free of cost to women, persons with 
disabilities, and transgender persons 
who have lost their NICs due to dis-
placements in three districts of Ba-
lochistan (Jaffarabad, Naseerabad, 
and Jhal Magsi) and six districts of 
Sindh (Sanghar, Khairpur, Larkana, 
Mirpur Khas, Ghotki, and Dadu). 
TDEA’s Representative Ms. Rashid 
Chaudhry said his organization has 
been leading initiatives for the past 
twelve years to encourage the par-
ticipation of women and other mar-
ginalized groups in the electoral and 
political processes. TDEA pioneered 
this work with the support of NADRA 
in 2011 when it started to facilitate 
women for the acquisition of NICs. 
The initiative has shown results as it 
has now turned into a mega national 
effort.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Monday held a tele-
phone call with Prime Minister of the 
Netherlands Mark Rutte wherein he 
invited Dutch companies to invest in 
the areas of agriculture, horticulture, 
water management, and renewable 
energy. During the telephonic conver-
sation, the two leaders took stock of 
bilateral relations and expressed satis-
faction at its positive trajectory, besides 
agreeing to further enhance trade and 
economic relations. The prime minis-
ter appreciated the humanitarian as-

sistance of the Dutch government for 
the flood victims in Pakistan as well as 
the support of Dutch water experts in 
preparing Pakistan’s Resilient, Recov-
ery, Rehabilitation, and Reconstruc-
tion Framework. Both leaders further 
agreed to continue cooperation on 
issues related to climate change. The 
two leaders also discussed important 
global and regional issues of mutual 
interest including the situation in In-
dian Illegally Occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (IIOJK), Afghanistan and 
Ukraine.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Assembly 
passed the Finance (Supplementary) 
Bill, 2023 aimed to amend certain laws 
relating to taxes and duties. Minister 
for Finance Ishaq Dar introduced the 
bill in the House on February 15, and 
the formal debate started on it after 
moving a motion by Minister for Com-
merce Syed Naveed Qamar on Febru-
ary 17, 2023. In his concluding speech, 
the Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar said 
that this bill proposed to impose new 
taxes of Rs 170 billion to minimize the 
fiscal deficit. He said that his economic 
team had hectic routine during last ten 
days and it held talks with the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) to revive 
the program, during which it agreed to 
take some tough decisions for stream-
lining the deteriorating condition of 

the economy. He said the new revenue 
measures would not affect the poor 
segments of society. In order to help the 
poor cope with the rising inflation, he 
said the government had also proposed 
a Rs 40 billion increase in the budget of 
the Benazir Income Support Program 
(BISP). The government has proposed 
to increase the BISP budget from Rs 
360 billion to Rs 400 billion, by allocat-
ing additional funds of Rs 40 billion to 
benefit the (BISP) beneficiaries,” he 
added. He said Senate Standing Com-
mittee on Finance has proposed some 
amendments related to federal excise 
duty on air tickets to different countries 
which have been adopted. The minister 
said that every cigarette brand would 
pay the duty as per category which it 
had been paying before the introduc-
tion of the bill. (APP)

WASHINGTON: Pakistan joined the 
27-member Alliance of GSP Coun-
tries in calling on the United States 
Senate and the House of Represen-
tatives, in a letter, for their bipartisan 
support to expedite legislation for the 
renewal of US Generalized System 
of Preference (GSP), a trade pref-
erence programmes through which 
Washington seeks to help develop-
ing countries expand their econo-
mies. The Pakistan Ambassador to 
the US, Masood Khan, co-signed the 
letter, along with the Alliance of oth-
er 26 ambassadors, according to a 
press release issued by the Pakistani 
embassy. “With 118th Congress in 
place, we hope there is a window of 
opportunity for bipartisan legislation 
renewing the Generalized System of 
Preference”, stated the letter written 
by the Alliance to the Chairperson 
and Ranking Members of leading 
legislative committees of the U.S. 
Congress including Foreign Affairs 
Committee of the Senate, Committee 
of Foreign Relations of House of Rep-
resentatives, Senate Committee of 
Finance and the Committee on Ways 

and Means of the House of Represen-
tatives. Pakistan is an active member 
of the Alliance. Other countries of 
the Alliance include Algeria, Argenti-
na, Bolivia, Brazil, Cambodia. Ecua-
dor, Egypt, Fiji, Georgia, Indonesia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Leba-
non, Moldova, Mongolia, Myanmar, 
North Macedonia, Nepal, Paraguay, 
Philippines, Serbia, Sri Lanka, Thai-
land, Tunisia, Ukraine and Yemen. 
The meeting of the Alliance was 
hosted by Ambassador Jorge Argüel-
lo of Argentina and chaired by the 
Ambassador of Thailand. Ambassa-
dor Masood Khan, accompanied by 
Minister (Trade) Azmat Mahmood, 
attended the meeting. The GSP Pro-
gramme, authorized by the Trade 
Act of 1974, came into effect on Jan-
uary 1, 1976 and had been providing 
preferential duty-free entry to 5,000 
products from 119 beneficiary devel-
oping countries (BDCs) and 44 least 
developed beneficiary developing 
countries (LDBDCs) into the U.S. 
market. Legal authorization for the 
GSP program expired on December 
01, 2020.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Supreme Court on 
Monday dismissed the National Ac-
countability Bureau (NAB)’s appeal 
seeking the cancellation of bail of per-
sons involved in corruption and ille-
gal allotments/shifting/China cutting 
on amenity plots of KDA Karachi. A 
three-member SC bench comprising 
Chief Justice Umar Ata Bandial, Jus-
tice Ayesha A Malik, and Justice Athar 
Minallah heard the case. NAB had 
filed an application for canceling the 
bail of accused Fahmuddin, Atif, Mo-
hammad Feroz, and Sarfraz. During 
the course of proceedings, the court 
observed that the case was from 2017 
and the Supreme Court had ordered 

to complete the trial in three months 
in 2019. Despite the passage of six 
years, the trial could not be complet-
ed, it added. The NAB prosecutor said 
the trial was being delayed due to the 
fact that the witness Jameel Baloch 
was in jail and the case was proceed-
ing in Rawalpindi. Justice Athar Mi-
nallah asked who was responsible for 
the delay in the trial. The prosecutor 
replied that there were 23 suspects in 
the trial, and because of one witness, 
the situation of the trial was still the 
same. Witness Jameel Ahmed Baloch 
was serving jail time in the second 
case, now he was released from jail, 
he added. (APP)

LAHORE: Pakistan Institute of Fash-
ion and Design (PIFD) and Cardiff 
Metropolitan University have signed 
a Declaration of Understanding. 
Professor Hina Tayyaba Khalil, Vice 
Chancellor PIFD, and Professor Cara 
Aitchison, President and Vice Chan-
cellor, Cardiff Metropolitan Univer-
sity inked the declaration, according 
to PIFD spokesman here on Monday. 
The scope of the declaration includ-
ed research collaboration leading to 
joint projects and co-authored pub-

lications, staff exchange to enable 
co-operation in teaching, workshops 
and conferences, research enhance-
ment, and access to facilities, stu-
dent exchange to support the growth 
of intercultural competencies and 
soft skills amongst the student pop-
ulation of both parties, partnership 
opportunities for further capacity 
building initiatives and joint dual or 
split programmes (Undergraduate, 
Master, PhD and Distance Learning).
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Centre for Af-
ghanistan, Middle East & Africa 
(CAMEA) at the Institute of Strategic 
Studies Islamabad (ISSI) organized 
a roundtable discussion with former 
Afghan finance minister Dr. Omer 
Zakhilwal on developments relating 
to Afghanistan. The roundtable was 
chaired by ISSI Director General am-
bassador (r) Sohail Mahmood while 
other participants included former 
Pakistani diplomat Ambassador Ayaz 
Wazir, former Ambassador to Af-
ghanistan Ambassador Qazi Huma-
yun, former Ambassador to Afghan-

istan Ambassador Abrar Hussain, 
former Vice Chancellor University of 
Peshawar Dr. Azmat Khan. Ambas-
sador Khalid Mahmood, Chairman 
ISSI BoG, Directors of the Centre of 
Excellence at ISSI, Ms. Amina Khan, 
Director CAMEA, and members of 
the CAMEA research team were also 
present. The deliberations focused 
on the evolving situation in Afghani-
stan as well as Pakistan-Afghanistan 
relations. The political, diplomatic, 
security, trade, and people-to-people 
aspects of the bilateral relationship 
were discussed. (APP)

Nepali Army Day 2023 was marked at the Islamabad Serena Hotel on Monday, 
hosted by Ambassador Tapas Adhikari and Military Attaché Col Amrit Gurung

National Textile University (NTU), Faisalabad and Korean International 
Corporation Agency (KOICA), Pakistan sign MoU

DC announces Jag Mag 
Faisalabad program

SABSU, MUET get new 
vice chancellors

RCCI establishes Regional 
Connectivity Desk

Two accused held for 
shooting video from jail

FAISALABAD: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Ali Annan Qamar announced 
the launch of “Jag Mag Faisalabad 
(shine Faisalabad city)” program on 
a large scale. In the first phase of this 
program, Susan Road will be made 
neat and clean on Wednesday (Feb-
ruary 22, 2023). Presiding over a 
meeting, Deputy Commissioner as-
signed the task to Faisalabad Waste 
Management Company (FWMC), 
Water & Sanitation Agency (WASA), 
Parks & Horticulture Authority 
(PHA) and Faisalabad Metropolitan 
Corporation for ensuring standard 
cleanliness, plantation and beautifi-
cation of green belts, patch work on 
roads, functional street lights, clean-
ing of wall chalking and covering of 
open manholes.(APP)

HYDERABAD: The Sindh govern-
ment on Monday appointed perma-
nent vice chancellors in the two pub-
lic universities of Jamshoro namely 
the Shaheed Allah Buksh Univer-
sity of Art, Design and Heritage 
(SABSU), and the Mehran Univer-
sity of Engineering and Technology 
(MUET). According to a notification 
issued by the Sindh Universities and 
Boards Department, Sindh Chief 
Minister Syed Murad Ali Shah ap-
pointed Dr Arbella Bhutto as the first 
permanent vice chancellor of the 
SABSU for a period of four years. 
Similarly, the acting vice chancellor 
of MUET, Dr Tauha Hussain Ali was 
appointed as the varsity’s permanent 
vice chancellor. According to the 
Sindh Government’s notification, Ali 
had been appointed for a period of 4 
years.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: A Regional Connectivity 
Desk has been established at the Rawal-
pindi Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (RCCI) in collaboration with the Asian 
Institute of Eco-civilization Research & 
Development (AIERD). The aim of the 
trading desk is to provide information 
for trade promotion, networking, B2B 
and networking at the Chamber of Com-
merce level in Azerbaijan and the five 
Central Asian countries of Kazakhstan, 
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan 
and Uzbekistan. The opening ceremony 
of the desk was attended by the ambas-
sador of Turkmenistan to Pakistan and 
Dean of Diplomatic Corps H.E. Atadjan 
Movlamov, the Ambassador of Azerbai-
jan, Khizr Farhadov, the Ambassador 
of Kazakhstan, Yerzhan Kistafan, the 
Ambassador of Tajikistan, Asmatullah 
Nasreddin, the Ambassador of Kyrgyz-
stan, Kyrgyzstan, Olenbek Tutoyev, and 
the Ambassador of Uzbekistan, Aybak 
Arif Osmanov. (APP)

MULTAN: Police arrested two peo-
ple allegedly involved in shooting 
and uploading TikTok video of an 
accused held in the lock-up here. 
The arrested persons were identified 
as Rizwan Saeed and Muhammad 
Hamad. The accused people report-
ed to have come up to meet Abdur 
Rehman confined in the jail. In the 
meantime, they made a tiktok video 
of the imprisoned man and uploaded 
it on YouTube. (APP)
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Pakistan has the capacity to become an emerging economy:  
Bilawal Bhutto

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Foreign 
Affairs Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on 
Monday said Pakistan was faced 
with a difficult economic condition 
but it had the capacity to become an 
emerging economy and resolve its 
financial issues. In an interview with 
a television channel during the Mu-
nich Security Conference, he said the 
Ukraine war and floods had badly 
damaged the economy of Pakistan. 
He said Pakistan was passing through 
a phase where unconstitutional mea-
sures could not be taken. The min-
ister expressed views about climate 
change, his country’s economy and 

the situation in Afghanistan. To a 
question, he said the statement of De-
fence Minister Khawaja Asif should 
be taken in the political context and 
in the backdrop of the difficult eco-
nomic conditions faced by Pakistan. 
He said a large part of Pakistan was 
submerged in water due to the floods 

caused by climate change. The floods 
had changed the direction of Paki-
stan’s economy which still could not 
come out of financial difficulties and 
had to undertake negotiations with 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF), he added. He said the remov-
al of former prime minister Imran 
Khan through the vote of confidence 
was a democratic and institutional 
milestone. The supporters of Imran 
Khan might not like the outcome of 
the non-confidence motion but it was 
a major achievement in the country’s 
history as the democratic process was 
followed.(APP)

District Admn organizes Body Building competitions

PSDF, PTEGP join hands to develop tourism industry

KSA working to raise hospitality sector’s  
capacity for Umrah pilgrims

New study shows Covid-19 vaccination linked 
to fewer cardiac events

Rs 44.270 bln releases for various water  
resources schemes so far

‘Intl Mother Language Day’ celebrated

PM strongly condemns terrorist attack  
at Levies checkpost

ANF seizes over 1679 kg drugs; arrests 34 peddlers

-  Islamia University of Bahawalpur - 
Three-day workshop on family and parent education starts.

Tangible measures afoot to equip youth with quality technical education

Four vehicles smuggling wheat impounded 
with 1849 bags

HYDERABAD: The district admin-
istration in collaboration with the 
Body Building Association Monday 
organized prestigious competitions of 
Body Building at Bilawal Sports Com-
plex; Deputy Commissioner Shehryar 
Gul Memon was the chief guest on 
the occasion. In Physique, Junior Mr 
Division and Mr Division Shaheed 
Benazirabad competition for the year 
2023, Irfan Ali Solangi won the title of 
Mr Division, Junior Mr Division Title 
was won by Ali Raza Brohi of Sakrand 
while the main Physique Title went to 
Fardeen Baloch of Nawabshah. Ad-
dressing the occasion, DC Shehryar 
Gul Memon said that district adminis-

tration is providing full-fledged oppor-
tunities to take part in healthy activities 
side by side with their education. The 
DC was of the view that youths shall 
be encouraged in the difficult field of 
body building that is also a healthy 
activity. He said that bodybuilding is 
a dream of youths and they shall take 
part in body building competitions 
at local, provincial and national level 
and lighten the name of their area af-
ter winning the title. The DC said that 
district administration would extend 
full cooperation to youth in the body 
building field in order to prove their 
potential at national and international 
level competitions.(APP)

LAHORE: Punjab Skill Develop-
ment Fund (PSDF) and Punjab 
Tourism for Economic Growth Proj-
ect (PTEGP) have signed a Memo-
randum of Understanding (MoU) 
to train 10,000 individuals in the 
hospitality sector. Through this 
partnership, the skills of workers in 
Punjab’s tourism industry would be 
developed and upgraded. Both sides 
would also work together to pro-
mote this partnership among key 
stakeholders in the tourism indus-

try. PSDF COO (Chief Operating Of-
ficer) Ali Akbar Bosan and PTEGP 
Project Director Muhammad Waqas 
Malik signed the agreement on be-
half of their respective sides here 
at PSDF Headquarters on Monday. 
Secretary Tourism Ehsan Bhutta 
was also present. Under the MoU, 
the PSDF would take the lead in 
identifying the professional areas 
and mobilize its extensive network 
of training service providers (TSPs) 
to implement skill trainings.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Saudi Arabia’s Min-
ister of Tourism Ahmed Al-Khateeb 
said that work was underway to raise 
the capacity of the hospitality sector 
in Makkah and Medina to meet the 
growing number of Hajj and Um-
rah pilgrims and visitors. “The Min-
istry would continue working with 
investors to develop the hospitality 
services and raise their quality,” the 
minister said during his meeting 
with businessmen and operators of 
the hospitality sector in Medina city. 
Al-Khateeb reached here as part of 
reviewing the readiness of hospitali-

ty facilities and the quality of services 
to be provided to pilgrims in Makkah 
and Medina during the holy month of 
Ramazan. He noted that the Ministry 
prioritizes a balance between raising 
the quality of the hospitality sector 
and empowering the private sector 
through clear legislation and financ-
ing solutions, Saudi Gazette reported. 
He pointed out that plans have been 
worked out to raise the capacity, in-
cluding the completion of renovation 
and operation of 9,000 hotel rooms 
for the hospitality sector in the city 
before the month of Ramazan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: New research suggests 
that vaccination against COVID-19 is 
associated with fewer heart attacks, 
strokes, and other cardiovascular is-
sues among people who were infected 
with SARS-CoV-2, the virus that caus-
es Covid-19. The study, published in 
the Journal of the American College 
of Cardiology, is the first to examine 
both full and partial vaccination and 
the link to major adverse cardiac 
events (MACE) in the United States. 
Researchers from the Icahn school 
of Medicine at Mount Sinai used the 
U.S. National COVID Cohort Collab-
orative database. The study included 
1,934,294 patients, 217,843 of whom 

received mRNA vaccine formulations 
by Pfizer-BioNTech or Moderna or 
viral vector technology by Johnson 
& Johnson, Xinhua reported. “We 
sought to clarify the impact of pre-
vious vaccination on cardiovascular 
events among people who develop 
COVID-19 and found that, particular-
ly among those with comorbidities, 
such as previous MACE, type 2 dia-
betes, high cholesterol, liver disease, 
and obesity, there is an association 
with a lower risk of complications,” 
said senior author Girish N. Nadkar-
ni, professor of medicine at the Icahn 
School of Medicine at Mount Sinai.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
released an amount of Rs 44.270 
billion for various water resources 
schemes under Annual Public Sector 
Development Programme (PSDP) in 
first six months of current fiscal year 
2022-23. According to official data of 
the Planning Commission, the gov-
ernment has specified a sum of Rs 
97.559 billion for various projects in 
PSDP 2022-23. Out of total release 
amount, the local component stood 
at Rs 38.172 billion while foreign 
aid component was Rs 6.097 billion. 
A sum of Rs 35.911 billion has been 
spent on various water-related proj-
ects so far. The Ongoing schemes in-
cluded 13 hydel and 61 water sector 
projects, whereas the new projects 
were only 13 in total. The allocation 

of ongoing hydel projects included 
Rs 55,383 million for Dasu Hydro-
power Project (2,160 MW), Rs 12,083 
Neelum Jhelum Hydropower Project 
(696 MW), and Rs 12,000 million for 
Tarbela 5th Extension Hydro Power 
Project (1,410 MW). Among the on-
going water sector projects, Rs 20,000 
million each was allocated for Diamer 
Basha Dam Project and K-4 Greater 
water Supply Scheme (260 MGD), 
Rs 12,060 million for Mohmand 
Multipurpose Dam Project, Rs 7,000 
million for Diamer Basha Dam Proj-
ect (Land Acquisition and Re-settle-
ment), and Rs 5,000 each for Nai Gaj 
Dam Project Dadu (Sindh) and Kaa-
chi Canal Project (Phase-I) Dera Bug-
ti, Naseerabad, Bolan and Jhal Magsi. 
(APP)

SIALKOT: International Mother 
Language Day (Maan Boli Dehaar 
in Punjabi language) was observed 
during a special ceremony held at 
Pakistan sports Goods Manufactur-
ers and Exporters Association (PS-
GMEA). The event was organized by 
the Non-Government Organization 
(NGO), Azad Pakistan Safe Hands 
Welfare Organization with an aim 
to promote mother languages and 
aware people about cultural diver-
sity. President Azad Pakistan Safe 
Hands Welfare Organization Zafar 
Butt, warmly welcomed all the dis-

tinguished guests and emphasized 
the need for practical measures to 
promote mother language Punjabi. 
Addressing the participants as a spe-
cial guest, Prof. Dr. Ehsanullah Ta-
hir (Government Graduate College 
Gujranwala) said that Punjabi lan-
guage was the broadest language in 
the world.People always ‘think and 
dream’ in their mother language so 
the promotion of mother language 
was very important. He demanded 
authorities to play their positive role 
and arrange more such programs.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif strongly condemned the 
terrorist attack at a checkpost of 
the Levies force that martyred two 
personnel. The prime minister said 

the nation paid tribute to its security 
forces for defending the country. He 
prayed for the departed souls to rest 
in peace and for the early recovery 
of the injured. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan seized 1679.947 kg 
of drugs and 586.800 liters of hydro-
chloric Acid (HCL) worth US$ 57.941 
million internationally, arrested 34 
persons including three women, im-
pounded 13 vehicles while conduct-
ing 38 counter-narcotics operations 
throughout the country during last 
week. ANF spokesman said that the 
seized drugs comprised 97.351 kg 
heroin, 1404.696 kg hashish, 22.600 
kg opium, 154.150 kg methamphet-
amine (Ice), one kg crystal and 0.150 

kg weed. ANF Balochistan recovered 
902 kg of drugs and 586.800 liters of 
hydrochloric acid (HCL) in nine op-
erations and impounded a vehicle. 
The seized drugs comprised 70 kg 
heroin, 682 kg hashish and 150 kg 
methamphetamine (Ice). ANF Pun-
jab recovered 13.393 kg of drugs in 
three operations while arrested three 
persons involved in drug smuggling 
and impounded a vehicle. The seized 
drugs comprised 9.593 kg heroin, 
1.800 kg hashish and two kg meth-
amphetamine (Ice). (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: A three-day work-
shop on the topic of family and 
parent education organized by the 
Department of Education the Isla-
mia University of Bahawalpur has 
started. The workshop was orga-
nized according to the vision of the 
Vice Chancellor, Islamia University 
of Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob. The Vice Chancellor in his 
message said that a strong family 
is essential for a healthy and active 
society and the university is playing 
a key role in social and economic 
development through community 
building. Prof. Dr. Irshad Hussain 
Dean Faculty of Education said that 
this workshop is unique in its nature 
and scope because parents are the 

participants of this workshop. This 
workshop is designed for parents 
and caregivers of children of all age 
groups to make them aware of their 
roles and responsibilities. They were 
taught to inculcate parenting values, 
develop parenting skills in child de-
velopment and well-being, and edu-
cate parents about the importance of 
communication with their children. 
Prof. Dr. Sophia Farrukh, Principal, 
Quaid-i-Azam Medical College Ba-
hawalpur, Prof. Dr. Faiz ul Hasan 
Naseem, Dr. Abu Huzaifa Neuropsy-
chologist and Dr. Abdul Sattar give 
special lectures in the workshop and 
inform the participants about com-
munity building and family well-be-
ing and activation.(PR)

D.I.KHAN: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Technical Education and Vocational 
Training Authority (TEVTA) Manag-
ing Director Prof Eng Abdul Ghaffar 
Khan has said that tangible measures 
were being taken to equip the youth 
with quality technical education and 
skills to meet the market’s demand. 
He expressed these views during a 
tree plantation ceremony held here 
at the DI Khan Government Poly-

technic Institute for Women which 
was attended by a large number of 
students and teaching staff. Despite 
limited resources, he said, the pro-
vincial government was striving to 
bring technical educational institutes 
of the province at par with the needs 
of the modern era so that the youth 
should not face any hardship in find-
ing employment. Annually, millions 
of male and female students benefit 

from technical education in various 
technologies and get respectable 
employment, adding, the KP TEVTA 
also provided students from minority 
communities of Christian, Hindu and 
Sikh with free education, and accom-
modation with monthly stipends. He 
said all the institutions were being so-
larized so that teachers and students 
could be provided an enabling envi-
ronment for learning.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district po-
lice on Tuesday impounded four 
vehicles with 1849 wheat and flour 
bags and sent four accused behind 
the bars. According to a district ad-
ministration spokesman, the food 
Department Rawalpindi and Poto-
har Division Police conducted raids 
in Naseerabad and Taxila areas and 
rounded up Zulqarnain with 450 
wheat bags, Arsland with 300 flour 
bags and Iqrar for carrying 1040 
flour bags. Meanwhile, Taxila police 
rounded up Arslan Butt and recov-
ered 50 wheat flour bags from his 

possession. He informed that the 
authorities of the food department 
along with Potohar Division Police 
conducted raids in their respective 
jurisdiction and rounded up the 
wheat flour smugglers. He said that 
the accused were trying to illegally 
ship wheat flour and wheat out of 
the Rawalpindi division. The Food 
Department Rawalpindi and dis-
trict police on the directives of the 
authorities concerned were strict-
ly monitoring all the exit points of 
Rawalpindi district to foil wheat 
and flour smuggling bids, he added. 
(APP)

IRSA releases 108,200 
cusecs water from various 

rim stations

Friends shot fellow over 
money dispute

Three profiteers arrested

15 vehicles challaned  
for overloading

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday 
released 108,200 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with an in-
flow of 66,600 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1470.62 feet and was 72.62 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 18,700 cusecs, while the 
outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1117.20 feet, which was 67.20 
feet higher than its dead level of 
1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow of 
water were recorded 19,700 cusecs 
and 30,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 52,700, 44,600, 29,500 and 6,000 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 15,000 cusecs 
of water was released at Nowshera, 
and 5,100 cusecs were released 
from River Chenab at Marala. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Two friends 
shot at and injured their third fellow 
over a money dispute in tehsil Jitoi, 
according to rescuer. The accused 
were identified as Khalil and Nasir 
who opened fire on Waseem Abbas, 
26, son of Wazir Ahmad, resident 
of Basti Sithari. The bullet hit the 
abdomen of the victim leaving him 
critically injured. He was moved to 
a THQ hospital for treatment before 
informing the police. Jitoi police sta-
tion registered the case and started 
further investigation.(APP)

SARGODHA: Three shopkeepers 
were arrested on the charge of prof-
iteering in various areas of the city 
here on Tuesday. According to the 
official sources,the price control 
magistrates visited various bazaars 
and markets,inspected the price 
lists and found that three shopkeep-
ers-- Muhammad Bilal,Yasir and Ta-
hir were selling items at exorbitant 
rates. To which, the price control 
magistrates got registered cases 
against them and also imposed fines 
on them. (APP)

SIALKOT: Secretary Regional Trans-
port Authority (RTA) Muzaffar Hayat 
issued challans to the owners of 15 ve-
hicles for overloading and not having 
fitness certificate. According to local 
administration spokesperson here on 
Tuesday,Secretary RTA and his team 
checked 75 vehicles on various high-
ways and imposed a fine amounting to 
Rs15,500 to 15 vehicles for over load-
ing,while the owners of seven vehicles 
were made mandatory to provide fit-
ness certificate after getting checked by 
computerized inspection center.(APP)
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Saudi Arabia’s oil exports value climbs over 11% to $23bn  
in December: GASTAT 

China says it can now power almost every home with clean energy

Telecom operator stc’s net profits hit record high after rising 8%

Italy kills off ‘wicked’ green initiative

Saudi Industrial Development Fund approved $3.7bn in loans in 2022 

Mexico cutting foreigners off from its ‘white gold’

EU nation wants Russian oil capped at $30 a barrel – Bloomberg

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s oil export 
value for December 2022 climbed 11.1 
percent year-on-year to SR85.5 billion 
($22.80 billion), according to the latest 
data released by the General Authority 
for Statistics. The GASTAT data sug-
gested that the share of oil exports in 
total exports increased from 71.9 per-
cent in December 2021 to 79 percent 
in December 2022.  The report further 
noted that the Kingdom’s overall mer-
chandise exports rose by 1.1 percent 
in December 2022, compared to the 

same month in 2021.  The value of 
exports amounted to SR108.2 billion 
in December 2022, up from SR107 
billion in December 2021. Saudi Ara-
bia’s total merchandise exports, how-

ever, decreased by SR4.6 billion or 
4.0 percent in December, compared 
to November 2022, the report noted.   
The GASTAT report further added 
that Saudi Arabia’s non-oil exports in-
cluding re-exports decreased by 24.4 
percent to SR22.7 billion in December 
2022, from SR30.1 billion in the same 
period in 2021.    Compared to Novem-
ber 2022, non-oil exports including 
re-exports decreased by SR40 mil-
lion or 0.2 percent in December 2022.  
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s wind and solar 
power generation surged last year 
and is now almost equal to house-
hold demand for electricity, the Na-
tional Energy Administration (NEA) 
announced on Monday. However, 
the share of residential intake is only 
a fraction of overall consumption, 
meaning that the Asian country is still 
heavily reliant on fossil fuels. In 2022, 
wind and solar energy production 
soared 21% to 1,190 terawatt-hours 
(TWh) of electricity, according to the 
NEA. Despite the surge in Chinese 
wind and solar power installations 
and generation, only 17% of electric-

ity use in the country was classified 
as residential in 2020, while indus-
try accounts for around 60% of all 
electricity demand, according to the 
International Energy Agency. Bei-
jing is ramping up the rollout of so-
lar and wind capacity in line with its 
ambitious plans to produce 33% of its 

electricity from renewable sources by 
2025 in order to reduce carbon emis-
sions. At least 30 Chinese provinces 
have unveiled more renewable instal-
lation programs. In December, Chi-
na launched a massive clean energy 
project worth more than $11 billion in 
its seventh-largest desert in the prov-
ince of Inner Mongolia. The solar and 
wind power base with an overall in-
stalled capacity of 16 million kW will 
be the world’s largest renewable elec-
tricity generation facility of its kind 
in a desert area, according the com-
pany in charge of its construction.  
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Telecom Co. has 
posted profit exceeding SR12 billion 
($3.2 billion) for the first time in its 
history. The telecommunications firm 
reported an 8 percent increase in its 
net profit to SR12.17 billion for 2022. 
Total revenues gained 7 percent to 
SR67.43 billion in 2022 from SR63 
billion in 2021.  According to a state-
ment to Tadawul, the company said 
that the higher profit was driven by 
an increase in revenues of SR4.42 
billion, which was offset by a slight 
increase in the cost of revenues by 

SR824 million due to the reversal of 
the contingent liability provision in an 
amount of SR1.07 billion. The compa-
ny’s board of directors on Monday 
declared a 4 percent cash dividend, 
or SR0.40 per share, for the fourth 

quarter of 2022, doling out SR1.99 
billion. The dividend will be paid on 
March 16.  “The year 2022 was a year 
of successes and achievements, as 
the group delivered on many initia-
tives and investments that had a pos-
itive and clear impact on increasing 
and diversifying the group’s revenue 
through expanding its business in the 
Kingdom and the region,” said Olyan 
Mohammed Alwetaid, group CEO 
of stc, told the Saudi Press Agency 
while commenting on the results. 
(Agencies)

ROME: The Italian government has 
scrapped a climate-friendly tax credit 
program, claiming it had cost more than 
€110 billion ($117 billion) and led to 
widespread fraud. According to Finance 
Minister Giancarlo Giorgetti, the “reck-
less policy” was a threat to public financ-
es. “We have decided to stop the effects 
of a wicked policy that has benefited a 
few citizens but has placed a burden 
on each of us from the cradle onwards 
of €2,000 ($2,132) per head,” Giorgetti 
told reporters on Thursday. The so-

called Superbonus 110 initiative, which 
was one of several programs aimed at 
reducing the environmental impact of 
properties, entitled homeowners to a 
tax credit of up to 110% on the cost of 

upgrading their home. Introduced after 
the Covid-19 lockdowns ended, the pro-
gram has led to a surge in home renova-
tions, boosting Italy’s economic activity. 
However, the initiative has been criti-
cized by former Prime Minister Mario 
Draghi, who called it “a system without 
checks” after it was revealed that $4.6 
billion of fraud had been linked to the 
scheme.The law ending the tax cred-
it program specified that construction 
work that has already begun will contin-
ue. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi Industrial De-
velopment Fund, known as SIDF, 
approved 111 loans amounting to 
SR14 billion ($3.7 billion) in 2022 in 
sectors including industry, energy, 
mining, and logistics.  The organiza-
tion has revealed that small and me-
dium enterprises obtained 87 loans, 
representing 79 percent of the total 
approved, while 40 loans were pro-
vided to factories. Lending from the 
fund was directed at qualitative and 

strategic projects that would con-
tribute to increasing the local con-
tent and raising the quality of local 
industries.  The industry sector took 

SR13.4 billion in 102 loans followed 
by the logistics sector with five loans 
at SR552 million. The energy sec-
tor with two loans at SR225 million, 
and finally the mining sector with 
two loans at a value of SR55 million.  
The net value of approved loans to 
the fund’s clients since its inception 
exceeded SR180.6 billion in 2022, 
while the total amounts disbursed 
since inception reached SR142 bil-
lion. (Agencies)

MEXICO CITY: Foreign companies 
are set to be excluded from lithium 
mining in Mexico after President An-
dres Manuel Lopez Obrador issued 
orders for nationalization of the coun-
try’s deposits to be expedited. The 
transfer of lithium reserves to Mexi-
co’s energy ministry was ordered last 
April with the signing of a document 
during an event in Bacadehuachi in 
the state of Sonora, which also des-
ignated 2,500 square kilometers in 
the region as a national lithium min-
ing zone. The district, which borders 
the US, is home to the country’s larg-
est lithium deposits and was chosen 

by the president as the location for 
the launch of an ambitious program 
called Plan Sonora. This outlined a 
strategy to exploit the mineral, which 
is used in the manufacture of smart-
phones, car batteries, and other re-
chargeable electronics. Last April, 
the Mexican authorities approved a 
bill to nationalize lithium mining and 

extraction, granting exclusive rights 
to a state-run company that had yet 
to be created. At the time, President 
Obrador pledged to review contracts 
with foreign companies that were 
exploring potential lithium depos-
its in the country. The state-run firm 
called Litio para Mexico, or Lithium 
for Mexico, was founded in April. The 
latest decree orders Mexico’s energy 
ministry “to take the actions neces-
sary to carry out” the nationalization 
process. “[Let’s make] the nation be 
the owner of this strategic mineral,” 
Obrador said, as quoted by Reuters. 
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The EU should lower the 
$60-a-barrel price cap on Russian oil 
by half and impose similar measures 
against the country’s liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) exports, Bloomberg quotes 
Estonian Foreign Minister Urmas Re-
insalu as saying on Monday. Accord-
ing to the media outlet, Reinsalu insist-
ed that the current $60-a-barrel limit is 
“far too high” and should be lowered 
to $30-a-barrel as “Russia gets billions 
from that business.”  The price cap on 

Russian seaborne oil exports of $60 
per barrel was introduced by the EU 
on December 5. It bans Western com-
panies from providing insurance and 
other services to shipments of Russian 
oil unless the cargo is purchased at or 
below the set price. Brussels has se-
cured commitments from members of 
the bloc to revise the Russian oil-price 
ceiling every two months and to set 
future caps at least 5% below aver-
age market rates. The average price 

of Urals crude was $46.82 per barrel 
between January 15 and February 14, 
according to the Russian finance min-
istry.  Estonia has also demanded the 
imposition of an additional price ceil-
ing on Russian LNG. While Moscow’s 
oil shipments to the EU have shrunk 
by two-thirds, according to Interna-
tional Energy Agency, exports of LNG 
have surged, with France, Belgium, 
and Spain being the main buyers. 
(Agencies)

Maersk sells logistics sites in Russia – report

West seeking ways to target Russian  
diamonds – Bloomberg

Saudi Ministry of Tourism working to raise  
pilgrim capacity ahead of Ramadan 

Energy costs threaten survival of UK pubs – report

EU reports wave of bankruptcies

Global food giant issues grim warning

MOSCOW: Danish shipping and lo-
gistics group A.P. Moller-Maersk an-
nounced on Monday it has agreed to 
sell its two logistics sites in Russia to 
Cyprus-registered company IG Fi-
nance Development. The move is part 
of the company’s efforts to completely 
pull out of the country. According to 
the company’s press release, the sale 
of an inland depot in Novorossiysk, 
with capacity of 1,500 containers, and 
a chilled and frozen warehouse in St. 
Petersburg, has obtained regulatory 
approval in the European Union and 
Russia. “We are pleased to have found 
a new owner of our two logistics sites 

in Russia and thereby execute on our 
decision to divest all our assets in the 
country,” Chief Commercial Officer 
Karsten Kildahl stated. The report 
noted that IG Finance Development 
has concluded an agreement with 
Arosa, a large food importer in Russia, 
to operate the sites. In March 2022, 
Maersk announced it would stop tak-
ing new non-essential orders to and 
from Russia due to Western sanctions. 
In August, the company sold a 30.75% 
stake in Russian port operator Global 
Ports Investments to Russia’s larg-
est container operator, Delo Group.  
(Agencies)

The European Union and G7 are 
looking into ways of hunting down 
Russian diamonds across borders 
and want to introduce a “watertight” 
tracking system that would restrict 
their trade, Bloomberg reported on 
Sunday, citing sources. Russia’s dia-
mond trade has so far avoided sanc-
tions due to resistance from major 
importers of gems such as Belgium, 
which is home to the world’s biggest 
diamond trading hub in Antwerp. 
Brussels has repeatedly blocked the 
EU’s embargo plans, warning that the 
move could cost thousands of jobs. 
Around 85% of the world’s rough 
diamonds pass through Antwerp 
on their way to consumers, with an 
estimated 10,000 people relying on 
the trade for employment, accord-
ing to official numbers. The Belgian 
authorities also argue that imposing 

sanctions without building a global 
system to track the gems would be 
pointless, as trade would shift to oth-
er markets such as India and China.  
A diamond’s origin can only be traced 
at the start of the supply chain when 
the Kimberley Process certificate, 
designed to prevent the sale of so-
called ‘blood diamonds’, is issued for 
a rough gem. Cut and polished stones 
which later flow through other mar-
kets and trading houses with ‘mixed 
origin’ documentation are enormous-
ly difficult to track. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of 
Tourism is working on plans to raise 
pilgrim capacity in Makkah and Ma-
dinah to meet the growing demand 
for accommodation during the Ra-
madan holy month. The Kingdom’s 
Tourism Minister Ahmed Al-Khat-
ib, on his Twitter page, said that the 
ministry is planning to operate an 
additional 9,000 hotel rooms in Ma-
dinah before Ramadan. “I met with 
businessmen and operators of the 
hospitality sector in Madinah, and 
we were briefed on the readiness of 
the city’s hotels to receive visitors and 
Umrah performers in the Ramadan 
season,” said Al-Khatib. In 2022, Sau-

di Arabia’s Ministry of Hajj and Um-
rah offered services to seven million 
Umrah visitors including four million 
worshipers with Umrah visas. In the 
same year the Kingdom for the first 
time allowed people who had a tourist 
visa to the Kingdom to perform Um-
rah during their stay in the country. 
(Agencies)

A growing number of British pubs 
are closing down due to rising ener-
gy bills and inflation, data published 
by accountancy firm UHY Hacker 
Young has shown. According to the 
report, 512 pub and bar companies 
collapsed in the UK last year amid 
the cost-of-living crisis, up from 280 
in 2021. The firm says the number of 
such insolvencies jumped as much 
as 83% in 2022. “The cost-of-living 
crisis, including interest rate ris-
es, has impacted consumer habits, 
making them less likely to spend on 

‘non-essentials’, including a drink 
or a meal at a pub. Rail strikes have 
also prevented many customers 
from travelling to pubs in town or 
city centers,” the report’s authors 
state. Inflation is driving up costs 
that pubs themselves have to pay for 
beer and food supplies, the findings 
show. As many of the establishments 
have little to no savings or capacity 
to borrow following the Covid-19 
pandemic lockdowns, more of them 
are being forced to close their doors.  
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The number of in-
solvencies among EU businesses 
surged to the highest level during 
the final three months of 2022 since 
records began in 2015, as the bloc 
teeters on the edge of a recession, 
statistics agency Eurostat report-
ed on Friday. Defaults jumped by 
26.8% compared to the previous 
quarter, while levels of business 
registration decreased by 0.2% in 
the same period last year. Eurostat 
said the trend persisted through-
out the year, adding that “the num-
ber of bankruptcy declarations in-
creased during all four quarters of 
2022.”  The agency also noted that 

all areas of economic activity were 
affected. “Looking specifically at 
bankruptcies by activity, all sectors 
registered increases in the num-
ber of bankruptcies in the fourth 
quarter of 2022 compared with the 
previous quarter,” the report said.  
The severe energy crunch and an en-
suing cost-of-living crisis contribut-
ed to a surge of insolvencies across 
the EU. The sectors with the highest 
levels of defaults were transporta-
tion and storage, which saw a 72.2% 
surge, and accommodation and food 
services with a 39.4% rise. Educa-
tion, health, and social activities saw 
a 29.5% increase. (Agencies)

The world’s biggest food corpo-
ration, Nestle, has said prices for 
staple items will continue to grow 
during 2023, after more than a year 
of price increases that have forced 
the ordinary consumer into an on-
going struggle to buy groceries. The 
giant increased prices by 8.2% last 
year, but says this was not enough 
to offset a rise in its own costs that 
had substantially dented profits. Ac-
cording to Nestle CEO Mark Schnei-

der, Nestle’s price increases, which 
are expected to vary by market and 
category, will be “very targeted” and 
will only be implemented where “in-
put cost inflation justifies it.” “We 
are still in a situation where we’re 
repairing our gross margin and, like 
all the consumers around the world, 
we’ve been hit by inflation and now 
we’re trying to repair the damage 
that has been done,” Schneider said. 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You’ve got so much good 
energy that you can’t just stay home 
and putter. You need to get out and 
explore! Take in some art, see a 
show, or just hang out where the 
people are.
– TAURUS: Don’t let yourself get 
rushed into making that big pur-
chase. You need to take your time 
and consider all the options. The 
day’s energy seems to make people 
impatient, but you’re immune. 
– GEMINI: Your outer circle of 
friends is closing in a bit, which is 
perfect for you! It could be that you 
need to try reaching out to those on 
the very fringes, and that could lead 
to all sorts of new opportunities.
– CANCER: It’s easy to fly off the 
handle on a day like today, but you 
need to make sure that you stay rel-
atively calm throughout. That way, 
you’ll at least have the moral high 
ground if anyone gets out of hand.
– LEO: Your good energy is attract-
ing the right people to your side. To-
day brings at least one person whose 
big ideas should change your think-

ing on an issue, so open up and see 
what happens!
– VIRGO: All your illusions melt 
away, and you can see the situa-
tion for what it is and exactly what 
you want to do about it! Your sense 
of purpose is strong now, and you 
should find it easy to proceed.
– LIBRA: You need to focus on your 
family or close friends now. Your 
ability to tune in to those closest to 
you is at a peak, and that can make 
the difference between understand-
ing and confusion.
– SCORPIO: You feel inspired to do 
something positive for your health 
and can cajole a friend into join-
ing you. Maybe you want to quit 
smoking, bicycle more, or eat more 
greens. All things are possible!
– SAGITTARIUS: Children are 
prominent today. If there aren’t any 
in your life already, you might meet 
a new one or a childlike person who 
inspires you to take something much 
less seriously and get on with life!
– CAPRICORN: Concerns about per-
sonal safety pop up today, but you’re 
confident you can address anything 
that might happen. You’re nothing 
if not well prepared, and the world 
isn’t as dangerous as it seems.
– ACQUARIUS: Something new 
crosses your field of vision today 
and leads to greater interest in some 
aspect of your life. The discovery 
might not surprise everyone, but it 
should make you quite happy.
– PISCES: Something isn’t quite 
right today, and you need to figure 
out what it is and how to fix it. You 
might get help from an unexpect-
ed source, though you should be as 
skeptical of it as you are of everyone 
else.
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Sky’s the limit for Djokovic after matching Graf

Moment of truth as Jake Paul and Tommy Fury land in Saudi Arabia for grudge match

Wimbledon champion Rybakina fends off Andreescu in Dubai C’ship

Titleholders Al-Hilal storm into quarterfinals of AFC Champions League

Merlier takes UAE Tour opener in photo finish

Body of Ghana soccer player Atsu arrives home in Accra

LIV Golf completes lineup ahead of new season opener

LONDON: Novak Djokovic has 
shown that age is not a barrier and the 
35-year-old will continue to break re-
cords, his younger rivals on the ATP 
tour said as the Serbian star looks 
to overtake Steffi Graf as the play-
er with the most weeks at world No 
1. Djokovic won a record-extending 
10th Australian Open title last month 
to draw level with his great rival Rafa 
Nadal on 22 Grand Slam victories 
and leapfrog Carlos Alcaraz into top 
spot in the ATP rankings. He already 
holds the record for the most weeks 

as the men’s No 1 after surpassing 
Roger Federer’s mark of 310 weeks in 
March 2021 and began his 377th week 
at the top yesterday to go level with 
22-time Major champion Graf. Rus-

sian world No 5 Andrey Rublev said 
Djokovic had shown that anything is 
possible. “And at the age of 35, he still 
can be the best player in the world and 
break records,” Rublev, 25, who lost to 
Djokovic in the Australian Open quar-
terfinals, told reporters in Doha. “If 
you do the things right, you can per-
form at the highest level … age doesn’t 
matter. That’s what it means to me.” 
Former world No 2 Alexander Zverev 
said Djokovic had shown how consis-
tent he can be by dominating his rivals 
in the last decade. (Agencies)

RIYADH: With under a week to go, 
Jake Paul and Tommy Fury are in 
Saudi Arabia and gearing up to final-
ly settle their long-running dispute in 
the ring at Diriyah Arena on Feb. 26. 
Twice postponed, Paul versus Fury 
sees two undefeated fighters face off 
in the latest headline boxing event to 
take place in Saudi Arabia. This fol-
lows “Clash on the Dunes” between 
Andy Ruiz Jr. and Anthony Joshua in 
2019 and last summer’s “Rage on the 
Red Sea,” which again featured Josh-
ua in a second meeting with Oleksandr 

Usyk. “I’m delighted to finally be here 
in Saudi Arabia,” Fury said on arrival 
at Riyadh’s King Khalid International 
Airport. “First and foremost, I’d like 
to thank the Ministry of Sport, Saudi 

Arabian Boxing Federation, Prince 
Khaled, and all those who’ve worked 
hard to get this fight on and make it 
happen in such a fantastic country 
that’s fast becoming a new home for 
global sport. “I’ve trained too hard, 
sparred too many decent guys and 
have too much experience for there to 
be any other outcome. There’s nothing 
Jake Paul does inside that ring that has 
me worried. He’s delusional for be-
lieving he’s going to win — I’m levels 
above him and he’s going to find that 
out the hard way.” (Agencies)

DUBAI: The star-studded WTA1000 
field at this week’s Dubai Duty Free 
Championships delivered drama 
aplenty on Monday evening as a se-
ries of powerful displays, surprise 
defeats and inspired performances 
thrilled spectators at Dubai Duty 
Free Tennis Stadium. After a hand-
ful of marathon clashes earlier in 
the day on center court, ninth seed 
Elena Rybakina of Kazakhstan, the 
reigning Wimbledon champion and 
a losing finalist at this year’s Austra-
lian Open, defeated Canada’s Bianca 

Andreescu 6-3, 6-4 under floodlights 
and moonlight to advance to the 
round of 32 (R32). “I’m happy that I 
managed to win with a few ups and 
downs in the second set,” said Rybak-

ina, a beaten finalist in Dubai three 
years ago. “I had to focus, so overall 
I am happy that I managed to win. 
I want to win every match I play on 
court. I’m trying to do the work with 
my team to improve every match.” 
In the day’s penultimate match on 
center court, Jelena Ostapenko, the 
defending women’s champion, 2017 
French Open winner and this year’s 
13th seed in Dubai, stormed past 
Ukrainian Katarina Zavatska with-
out surrendering a breakpoint in a 
routine 6-1, 6-4 win. (Agencies)

DOHA: Al-Hilal moved closer to 
Asian title number five after the de-
fending champions booked a berth 
in the last eight of the Asian Cham-
pions League on Monday with a 3-1 
win over Shabab Al-Ahli of the UAE. 
It was a clinical performance from a 
team that just loves the tournament, 
and not many would bet against a 
third triumph in four years. As soon as 
Odion Ighalo fired home the 17th-min-
ute opener, the four-time winners 
looked to be on their way to the quar-
ters, although the ride was bumpy at 

times until Jang Hyun-soo provided 
a second-half cushion. That took the 
wind out of the opponents’ sails, even 
before Luciano Vietto added a third 
with 12 minutes remaining. Former 

Al-Hilal striker Omar Khribin scored 
against his old club eight minutes later 
but it turned out to be a consolation. 
Now to the quarters, which take place 
on Thursday. All knockout games are 
being held in Qatar, with Riyadh rivals 
Al-Shabab, who defeated Uzbekistan’s 
FC Nasaf on Sunday, also making it 
through. Earlier in the day, Al-Faisaly 
lost 1-0 to Foolad of Iran. Sasan Ansari 
scored the only goal of the game just 
after the hour to deny the second-tier 
team, and Saudi Arabia a third repre-
sentative in the last eight. (Agencies)

Paris (AFP) – Soudal-Quickstep’s Bel-
gian rider Tim Merlier won the first 
stage of cycling’s UAE Tour on Mon-
day, pipping Lotto Dstny’s Caleb Ewan 
in a sprint finish. The two riders fin-
ished shoulder to shoulder prompting a 
10-minute delay as the race organisers 
pored over the photo finish in a bid to 
split them. They opted against calling 
it a dead heat and gave Merlier, 30, the 
win by the slimmest of margins. “I was 
not sure,” Merlier said afterwards. “I 
know I did a good jump in the end, and 
I knew when I started my sprint that it 
was a good sprint. “But Caleb was com-

ing from the wheel and you know he’s 
a dangerous guy if he is in the wheel. 
In the end it was really close.” Astana 
Qazaqstan Team’s Mark Cavendish 
was third after a windy ride of 151km 
on the United Arab Emirates’ north-
ern coast. It was a poor day for home 
side UAE Emirates as their team leader, 

the newly signed Adam Yates, had his 
chances of winning slip away in a cross 
wind. Instead Merlier’s team-mate and 
compatriot Remco Evenepoel is now 
hot favourite to win this Tour after his 
power led an attack that dropped the 
entire peloton to 51sec. A forlorn-look-
ing Yates blamed the desert wind. “We 
were actually the only guys in front 
which means we had to use a little bit 
more energy fighting for position and 
fighting the wind. In the end, we didn’t 
have the legs,” said Yates after other 
teams refused to join the bid to catch 
up. (Agencies)

ACCRA: The body of Ghana winger 
Christian Atsu was flown home to Ac-
cra on Sunday evening, the day after 
he was found dead under a collapsed 
building in southern Turkey. Atsu had 
been missing since the Feb. 6 earth-
quake following the collapse of an 
apartment building in Hatay. He was 
31. Draped in Ghana’s national flag, 
Atsu’s coffin was received at the cap-
ital’s Kotoko International Airport by 
Vice-President Mahamudu Bawumia 
and a large military honour guard. 
“We hoped against hope, every day 
that passed, we prayed and prayed. 

But alas, when he was found, he was 
no more,” Bawumia told a crowd of 
mourners on the tarmac. Atsu had 
been scheduled to fly out of southern 
Turkey hours before the quake but 
Hatayspor’s manager said on Friday 
the Ghanaian had opted to stay with 
the club after scoring the winning goal 

in a Feb. 5 Super Lig match. He joined 
Hatayspor in September last year after 
spells with English Premier League 
clubs Everton, Chelsea and Newcastle 
United. He also won 65 caps for Ghana 
and helped them reach the 2015 Africa 
Cup of Nations final, where they lost 
to Ivory Coast on penalties. He was 
last selected to play for Ghana in 2019. 
“We would like to express our deepest 
condolences to his wife and children, 
the family, loved ones and the football 
community,” the Ghana Football Asso-
ciation said on Saturday. “May his soul 
rest in peace.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Phil Mickelson, 
Louis Oosthuizen and Bubba Watson 
filled out their LIV Golf League teams 
on Monday with the latest players to 
join the Saudi-backed series ahead of 
Friday’s season debut. South African 
Dean Burmester, New Zealand’s Dan-
ny Lee, Belgium’s Thomas Pieters and 
American Brendan Steele complet-
ed the 48-player field of 12 four-man 
teams for the opener at Mexico’s May-

akoba resort. The series lured many 
big names from the PGA Tour and DP 
World Tour with record purses of $25 
million for 54-hole events. LIV Golf 
Commissioner Greg Norman says his 
group has “reinvigorated” pro golf for 
a younger crowd even as such stars as 
Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy have 
backed the established tours and his-
toric tournaments. “Our league format 
has already begun to build connections 

with new audiences around the globe,” 
Norman said of the team competition. 
“Major champions, current and future 
Hall of Famers and up-and-coming 
stars are all committed to creating this 
new platform for world-class compe-
tition as the sport evolves for the next 
generation.” LIV’s 14-event season 
includes eight US stops and its lineup 
includes 13 major winners and four for-
mer world No.1s. (Agencies)

USA Boxing condemns IBA’s ‘misleading’ 2024 
Olympic qualifiers

US hurdles legend Greg Foster dead at age 64

Azarenka seeks fitting venue to host WTA Finals

COLORADO SPRINGS: The Rus-
sian-led International Boxing Associ-
ation’s (IBA’s) announcement that its 
world championships are qualifiers 
for the 2024 Olympics is “false and 
misleading” and an attempt to sabo-
tage qualification for the Paris Games, 
USA Boxing said. Eight countries, 
including the US, are boycotting the 
upcoming women’s and men’s world 
championships in New Delhi and 
Tashkent after the IBA allowed boxers 
from Russia and Belarus to compete 
with their national flags and anthems. 
The International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) has removed the IBA from 
the Paris qualification process due to 
governance and other issues but the 

suspended body has said both cham-
pionships will be the “main qualifica-
tion events” for next year’s Games. 
USA Boxing executive director Mike 
McAtee described the announcement 
as “totally unacceptable” in a state-
ment on Monday and clarified that the 
championships as well as other IBA 
tournaments are not qualifying events 
for the Olympics. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Three-time world 
110-meter hurdles champion and 1984 
Olympic runner-up Greg Foster has 
died at age 64, the University of Cali-
fornia at Los Angeles (UCLA) athletic 
department announced on Monday. 
The American legend had been bat-
tling amyloidosis, a rare disease in 
which a protein build up causes organ 
damage. The illness led to a 2020 heart 
transplant. Foster died peacefully on 
Sunday, a statement from the school 
said. After a collegiate career at UCLA 
in which he won national 110m hur-
dles crowns in 1978 and 1980 and a 
200 title in 1979, Foster captured a total 
of 10 US national indoor and outdoor 
hurdles titles from 1981 through 1991. 
Foster took 110 hurdles gold at the first 

three World Athletics Championships 
in 1983, 1987 and 1991 in addition to 
a 1984 Los Angeles Olympic silver 
medal in his specialty. He also won the 
110 hurdles at the inaugural Goodwill 
Games in Moscow in 1986 and took the 
1991 world indoor 60m hurdles title. 
“The track and field world mourns this 
hurdling legend,” tweeted four-time 
Olympic sprint medalist Ato Boldon of 
Trinidad and Tobago. (Agencies)

TALLAHASSEE: Former world num-
ber one Victoria Azarenka has called 
for a “deserving” venue to host the 
WTA Finals, with an announcement 
made as early as possible to ensure 
that the season finale of the wom-
en’s tour receives better marketing. 
The tournament, which features the 
top eight singles players and dou-
bles teams, was to be held in China’s 
southern metropolis of Shenzhen 

from 2019 to 2028 as part of a land-
mark agreement reached five years 
ago. After a successful 2019 edition, 
the championship had to be can-
celled in 2020 due to Covid-19 and 
was moved to Guadalajara, Mexico in 
2021. The tournament was set to re-
turn to Shenzhen from 2022, but the 
WTA suspended tournaments in Chi-
na due to concerns over the treatment 
of former doubles world number one 
Peng Shuai. Fort Worth, Texas host-
ed the tournament in 2022, with the 
venue announced shortly before 
the championship began and drew 
sparse crowds. “We need something 
that is deserving of the Finals. In the 
last couple years with such short an-
nouncements, absolutely no time for 
marketing – in my opinion – it’s been 
undervalued,” Azarenka told report-
ers in Dubai on Monday. (Agenceis)
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 Italy considers sending warplanes to Ukraine –  
La Repubblica 

Russia to propose Gulf States partnership  
to produce Su-75 Checkmate fighter aircraft

UN: 3 border crossings now open  
for aid delivery in northwest Syria

ROME: The Italian government is 
confidentially examining options for 
sending military jets to Kiev, La Re-
pubblica newspaper reported on Sun-
day. According to the paper, a deal 
involving up to five planes could be 
struck during an upcoming visit to the 
Ukrainian capital by Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni. The consignment 
could include the old AMX A-11 Ghibli 
ground-attack aircraft as well as Torna-
do jets, La Repubblica said in another 
article published on Monday. The pa-
per was quite skeptical about the initia-
tive, however, noting that such a small 
number of jets is unlikely to change the 
situation in the skies over Ukraine. Ac-
cording to the media outlet, the AMX 
Ghibli fighter-bombers are scheduled 
to be retired altogether by the Italian 
Air Force by the end of the year. “De-
livery of Tornados or Eurofighters is 

more complex,” it said. Rome does not 
want to be the first nation to supply 
Kiev with Western-made aircraft, La 
Repubblica said. It would agree to de-
liver the planes only if other countries 
do so first, the paper explained, adding 
that Italy wants some other “allies” like 
the UK to lead the charge. Italy would 
also reportedly not prevent the UK 
from sending Typhoon fighter jets to 
Ukraine, the paper said, adding that 
such a move would require the consent 
of all nations involved in the fighter jets’ 
production. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia is to propose a 
partnership with the Gulf States to 
produce its cutting-edge fighter jet 
Su-75, also referred to as Checkmate, 
Russian media reported on Thursday. 
“Rosoboronexport is considering op-
tions for joint design and manufacture 
of cutting-edge high-tech products, 
including a fifth-generation fighter 
based on the Checkmate light tactical 
aircraft,” shared Rosoboronexport’s 
Director General Alexander Mikheev. 
Rosoboronexport is a Russian arms 
export agency, and Checkmate is a 
single-engine, stealth fighter aircraft 
under development by Sukhoi for 
export and the Russian Aerospace 
Forces. “Middle East countries are 
Russia’s traditional and important 
partners,” Mikheev said, adding: 
“Rosoboronexport is implementing 
a lot of military-technical coopera-

tion projects in the region.” He con-
tinued: “Today, we are busy working 
out proposals for the forms of part-
nership that could be of immediate 
interest to Middle East nations – pri-
marily related to technology transfer, 
joint R&D and application of offset 
programmes.” Rosoboronexport is 
to organise a large-scale display of 
Russia’s leading defence industry en-
terprises in the country’s pavilion at 
IDEX 2023, the world’s biggest inter-
national defence and security exhibi-
tion to be held in Abu Dhabi between 
20 and 24 February. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: The UN secretary gen-
eral has said that there are now three 
border crossings which are open to 
deliver aid to northwest Syria follow-
ing a series of earthquakes which hit 
on 6 February. At a press conference 
in New York yesterday, Antonio Gu-
terres’ spokesperson Stephanie Du-
jarric announced that a convoy of 
trucks carrying aid passed through 
the Al-Rai border crossing and into 
northern Aleppo. “This is the first UN 
convoy since the Government of Syr-
ia agreed to its use for aid deliveries, 
which now brings us to three fully op-

erating border crossings for the Unit-
ed Nations.” “Preparations are un-
derway to send more trucks through 
all three border crossings,” Dujarric 
added. The first twin earthquakes on 
6 February killed over 46,000 people 
and injured thousands more. Last 
night, another 6.5 magnitude earth-
quake hit, killing six more people. On 
14 February the UN announced that 
Al-Assad had agreed to open the Bab 
Al-Salam and Al-Rai border crossings 
for three months for the delivery of 
humanitarian aid in the aftermath 
of the earthquake. Russia and China 
have in the past used their veto at the 
UNSC to stop aid flowing through 
border crossings across Syria. Russia 
has said that the aid should only be 
delivered through Damascus other-
wise it undermines Syria’s sovereign-
ty. (Agencies)
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Israel: protests escalate  
to prevent MKs from  

leaving homes

Iraq says no to  
normalisation with 

Israel

TEL AVIV: Israelis protesting against 
the government’s planned judicial 
reforms blocked coalition MKs from 
leaving their homes on Monday, Israeli 
media have reported. Protest organ-
isers had declared a “national day of 
struggle”. Many protesters blocked the 
entrance to the home of Religious Zi-
onism MK Simcha Rothman, the head 
of the Knesset Law Constitution and 
Justice Committee. Rothman is the ar-
chitect of the planned judicial overhaul. 
The protesters tried to stop his car from 
leaving for the Knesset. Meanwhile, 
protesters also blocked the homes of 
Likud MK Tally Gotliv, who has been 
one of the most outspoken proponents 
of the reforms, and Education Min-
ister Yoav Kisch, the Times of Israel 
reported. Eight people were detained 
by police outside their homes. Opposi-
tion leader Yair Lapid condemned the 
breach of security at Gotliv’s home. 
“These are the thugs who are preach-
ing ethics to us, who speak about hu-
man values when they are trampling 
those values into the ground,” said 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 
“I thank those in the opposition who 
condemned this behaviour, and those 
who did not, you should be ashamed of 
yourselves… you have gone completely 
off the rails.” (Agencies)

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign Affairs re-
newed his country’s rejection on Mon-
day of normalisation of relations with 
the occupation state of Israel. Fuad 
Hussein denied reports about nor-
malisation of ties with Israel during a 
press conference upon his return from 
Washington. Hussein also denied that 
this issue was proposed for discussion 
during his meetings with senior Amer-
ican officials while he was in the US 
capital. “We have not heard from the 
political blocs about the issue of the 
normalisation,” he said. “All these re-
ports are fake. Everyone knows the 
political situation in Iraq. It has been 
clear that such an issue has never been 
proposed.” (Agencies)

‘America is not a racist country’: 
How Nikki Haley became Israel’s candidate for the White House

WASHINGTON: Though it has been 
argued that the so-called American 
dream is long dead, Nikki Haley is 
proof that the dream is still alive. Un-
fortunately, the ‘dream’ is hers alone. 
Until recently, a close confidante of for-
mer US President Donald Trump and 
his pro-Israel circle, Haley wants to be 
the next United States president. On 
14 February, she officially declared her 
candidacy and, starting February next 
year, she will be officially competing 
against her former bosses in the Repub-
lican primaries. It is true that her popu-
larity among Republican Party support-
ers hovers between 3-4 per cent, but 

Haley still feels that she stands to win, 
if she plays her cards right. Though a 
victory in a party that is neither keen 
on women nor minority politicians, 
she has enough success stories to give 
her the needed confidence. “Even on 
our worst day, we are blessed to live in 
America,” Haley said in her campaign 
launch video. Though such a statement 
may appear somewhat typical by US 
politicians on such occasions, Haley’s 
statement carries hidden, if not trou-
bling, insinuations. Haley considers her 
life a testament to the ahistorical claim 
that “America is not a racist country”, a 
chant she led to the cheers of thousands 

of her supporters at her first campaign 
rally on 15 February in Charleston, 
South Carolina. For Republicans, the 
Haley profile is critical because it is un-
common. They understand that a Black 
candidate will not perform well among 
their constituency or that of the Demo-
cratic Party. Still, they desperately need 
any ‘person of colour’ who would ap-
peal to disenchanted minority voters, 
if that candidate reaffirms the pre-ex-
isting beliefs of most Republicans: that 
America is a great country free of rac-
ism and inequality, with many danger-
ous foreign enemies and that Israel is 
its most trusted ally. (Agencies)

 Japan cordons off 
beach due to  
‘mystery ball’

TOKYO: A mysterious ball found on a 
beach in a Japanese city has prompted 
the police to cordon off the area. They 
are concerned that the object may be 
some kind of sea mine, according to 
local media. The object was noticed on 
Monday morning by a local woman in 
the city of Hamamatsu in the Shizuo-
ka Prefecture, who reported it to law 
enforcement. According to media re-
ports, it measures around 1.5 meters 
(4.9 feet) in diameter and may be made 
of iron, because its surface seems 
rusty. The ball appears to have washed 
ashore from the sea and has two latch-
ing points on opposite sides. Police 
cordoned off the area in a 200-meter 
radius around the object and called the 
Japanese Self- Defense Forces, asking 
the military to send someone to inspect 
it for explosives. The hunt for mysteri-
ous round objects has intensified after 
the US accused China of flying a “spy 
balloon” through its airspace earlier 
this month. Beijing said the object was 
a meteorological tool that strayed into 
US airspace by mistake. Washington 
doubled down on its espionage alle-
gations and shot down the aircraft, 
as well as several other unidentified 
objects, one of which may have been 
a balloon launched by a hobby club in 
Illinois. (Agencies)

Lebanon Heading to Oblivion: 
Head of the economic, social advisory body

BEIRUT: Lebanon could be headed 
to oblivion, the head of the country’s 
independent advisory body warned on 
Monday. Charles Arbid, president of 
the Economic and Social Council, told 
an emergency meeting at the head-
quarters of the General Labor Union 
that with no savior on the horizon, the 
nation risked spiralling out of control. 
He said: “We fear that Lebanon as we 
know it is changing under the leaders 
who could not care less about its fate. 
“Many countries have been forgotten 
and left to their fate. Poverty and vio-
lence prevailed after the world lost in-
terest in them.” The council, a product 
of the Taif Agreement, is tasked with 
conveying the opinion of sectors in-
volved in the formulation of econom-
ic and social policies in Lebanon. The 
meeting, titled “Save the homeland,” 
came as a strike by Lebanese banks 
over judicial prosecutions against 
them and the non-approval of the Cap-
ital Control Bill entered its third week. 

Also, on Monday, the Lebanese pound 
dropped to 81,000 to the dollar. Central 
bank financial operations fell to $10 
million per day as the platform lost its 
influence on the currency market, spe-
cifically the black market. A source in 
the Lebanese prime minister’s office 
told Arab News: “Measures to resolve 
this impasse must be taken by the Min-
istry of Justice and the Supreme Judi-
cial Council. The prime minister can-
not intervene, even though he wishes 
he could since the issue is affecting 
Lebanon’s stability.” The Association 
of Banks in Lebanon said it would 
only end its strike when judicial prose-
cutions carried out by Mount Lebanon 
Public Prosecutor Judge Ghada Aoun 
stopped. And it urged the Supreme Ju-
dicial Council to suspend prosecutions 
by some judges and block lawsuits 
against banks by depositors. The as-
sociation has refused to be held fully 
responsible for the country’s financial 
crisis. (Agencies)

Three UN 
peacekeepers killed

in Mali blast
DAKAR: Three UN peacekeepers 
were killed on Tuesday when their 
convoy struck a roadside bomb in 
militant-torn central Mali, the mis-
sion said, in a fresh blow to the 
long-running operation. “A MINUS-
MA Force convoy hit an Improvised 
Explosive Device #IED today,” it 
said in a tweet that gave a prelimi-
nary toll of three dead and five seri-
ously injured. The mission gave no 
immediate word about the casual-
ties’ nationalities. An impoverished 
state lying in the heart of West Af-
rica’s Sahel, Mali is struggling with 
an 11-year-old militant insurgency 
that has claimed thousands of lives 
and forced hundreds of thousands 
from their homes. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia to
deposit $1bn in

Yemen Central Bank
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia will make a $1 
billion deposit in Yemen’s Aden-based 
Central Bank on Tuesday, a Saudi 
source told Reuters, as the government 
there struggles with a weak currency 
and high fuel and commodity prices. 
An official announcement is expected 
later on Tuesday, at the closing of a 
major humanitarian conference host-
ed by the Kingdom’s King Salman Hu-
manitarian Aid and Relief Centre in Ri-
yadh, the source said, Reuters reports. 
Riyadh leads a military coalition in 
Yemen that has been fighting the Iran-
aligned Houthis since 2015 after the 
Movement ousted the Saudi-backed 
government from the capital, Sana’a. 
The conflict has shifted to a no-war, 
no-peace stalemate as the fighting has 
largely stopped, but both parties have 
failed to renew a United Nations-bro-
kered truce that expired in October. It 
was not immediately clear whether the 
$1 billion was part of an existing $3 bil-
lion support package pledged last May 
by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab 
Emirates for Yemen’s economy. The in-
ternationally recognised government 
based in the south had seen its pub-
lic finances worsen after the Houthi 
Movement launched a series of attacks 
on terminals there that hampered 
oil exports, a key revenue source. In 
November, the Arab Monetary Fund 
signed a $1 billion agreement to sup-
port Yemen’s economic reform pro-
gramme. The conflict has killed tens 
of thousands of people and left 80 per 
cent of the population reliant on aid, 
with millions hungry. (Agencies)

China seals deal to export L15 trainer jet to UAE, dis-
plays Y-20 cargo plane & FC-31 stealth fighter at expo

ABU DHABI : China’s aviation indus-
try announced on Tuesday that a deal 
to export the domestically developed 
L15 advanced trainer jet to the UAE 
has been sealed, as it put the latest, 
aerial refueling-capable variant of the 
aircraft on display at an ongoing de-
fense expo in Abu Dhabi. Top Chinese 
aircraft including the Y-20 large trans-
port aircraft and the FC-31 stealth 
fighter jet are also offered to the inter-
national market at the event. Having 
already successfully signed a contract 

with the UAE over the L15 project, 
China National Aero-Technology Im-
port & Export Corporation (CATIC) 
again displayed the aircraft at the 16th 
International Defense Exhibition and 
Conference (IDEX 23), which is being 
held from Monday to Friday. The done 
deal was announced after the Defense 
Ministry of the UAE revealed in Feb-
ruary 2022 that it intended to buy 12 
L15s from China, with the option for 
36 additional aircraft of the same type 
in the future. (Agencies)


