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NEW YORK: A daughter of murdered 
black civil rights activist Malcolm X 
says she is suing New York City Po-
lice Department and other agencies 
for his 1965 murder. Ilyasah Shabazz 
says US officials fraudulently con-
cealed evidence that they “conspired 
to and executed their plan to assassi-
nate” her father. She announced the 
planned legal action at the site where 
he was fatally shot in New York exact-
ly 58 years ago.The FBI and CIA were 
also named in the legal filing, a law-
yer said. Shabazz, 60, was two years 
old when she saw her father gunned 
down. Three armed men shot him 21 
times as he was preparing to speak 
at a Harlem auditorium. “For years, 
our family has fought for the truth to 
come to light concerning his murder,” 
she said on Tuesday at the venue, 
which has since been converted into 
a memorial site, as she filed notices of 
claims, a precursor to a lawsuit. At the 
news conference, Benjamin Crump 
– the lawyer who is representing the 
family – alleged that powerful figures 

in the American government had con-
spired to kill Malcom X. He mentioned 
former FBI director J Edgar Hoover 
throughout his remarks. Crump said 
Malcolm X’s family intends to file a 
wrongful death lawsuit seeking dam-
ages in the range of US$100 million 
(NZ$160.4m). “It’s not just about the 
triggermen,” he said. “It’s about those 
who conspired with the triggermen to 
do this dastardly deed.” The NYPD 
told the BBC it would not comment on 
pending litigation. The FBI and CIA 

did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. Malcolm X was a 
lead spokesperson for the Nation of Is-
lam – which advocated separatism for 
black Americans – before his acrimo-
nious split from the organisation. He 
was 39 when he was killed. One man, 
a Nation of Islam member, confessed 
to killing him. In 2021, two other men 
convicted of killing him had their con-
victions thrown out after a New York 
state judge declared there had been a 
miscarriage of justice. (Agencies)

Malcolm X’s family plan to sue 
FBI, CIA, NYPD for his death
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WASHINGTON: The US will supply 
Ukraine with precision upgrade kits 
for air-launched bombs, which give 
them a range of 80km (50 miles) and 
GPS guidance capability, Bloomberg 
reports. According to two anonymous 
sources familiar with the matter, Kiev 
will receive Joint Direct Attack Mu-
nition-Extended Range (JDAM-ER) 
kits, the news agency said on Tuesday. 
They are the “precision aerial muni-

tions” that the Pentagon mentioned 
as part of the $1.85 billion weapons 
package announced on December 21, 
according to the outlet. JDAM is an 
upgrade for regular free-fall bombs, 
which turns them into gliding GPS-en-
hanced precision weapons. The ER 
version was originally developed by 
Australia’s Defence Science and Tech-
nology Organisation (DSTO), along 
with Boeing Australia for the Royal Air 
Force. The wing kit is meant for 500lb 
(227kg) munitions.  The upgraded 
bombs were designed to be launched 
from US-made fighter jets, such as the 
F/A-18 A/B Super Hornet, but Wash-
ington and its allies have refused so 
far to provide aircraft such as this to 
Ukraine. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s state-owned de-
fense consortium Rostec has shown off 
a selection of new military tech at the 
2023 International Defence Exhibition 
(IDEX) in Abu-Dhabi. Russian defense 
companies are not officially listed as 
expo participants but promote from a 
separate, 1,000-square-meter ‘Russian 
Pavilion.’ Rostec showcased a number 
of new products, ranging from sniper 
rifles and optical sights to combat he-
licopters and multiple rocket launch-
ers. Company CEO Sergey Chemezov 
said last week that although most of 
the conglomerate’s efforts were on 
defense orders from the Russian gov-
ernment, Rostec was still fulfilling in-
ternational contracts. Russia “does not 
intend to give up positions on the world 
arms market,” he said. Chemezov said 
Rostec was presenting over 150 differ-
ent items, “most of which are already 

tested in real combat,” adding that this 
was “one of the main advantages of 
Russian weapons when compared to 
competitors.” Among the items shown 
was the 1K144-E, a portable stealth 
surveillance kit which can reportedly 
identify enemy troops and vehicles 
while remaining completely invisible. 
The device includes seismic, infrared 
and magnetometric sensors that can 
be put underground and send data 
about opponents’ numbers and direc-
tion to the operator via a radio chan-
nel. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Mobile phone compa-
nies’ habit of recycling inactive num-
bers to new users means someone 
could get access to your old WhatsApp 
account.  user of popular social net-
working application WhatsApp was 
in for a surprise when he discovered 
he’d been assigned someone else’s ac-
count. xios reported Tuesday that af-
ter getting a new SIM card in France, 
one of their readers’ children opened 
the app only to find he was greeted 
by messages belonging to an entirely 
different person. The phenomenon, 

which WhatsApp reportedly described 
as “extremely rare,” can apparently 
occur because many phone service 
operators recycle old phone numbers 
after they’ve been left inactive for an 
extended period. (Agencies)

Humanitarian efforts in the poorer 
regions of the world remain under-
funded, while Ukraine enjoys steady 
support from donors, the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Director-General Robert Mardini said 
on Wednesday. “I want to emphasize 
that there is not enough funding for the 
vast majority of humanitarian bodies, 
including those operating in Africa,” 
Mardini told Russian news agency RIA 

Novosti on the sidelines of a humani-
tarian forum in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
“Countries such as Afghanistan and 
Myanmar are among those that the 
ICRC doesn’t have sufficient funding 
for. Latin America is also among such 
regions.” “It’s the reality of the ICRC,” 
Mardini said, adding that it was also 
true for UN agencies and other interna-
tional humanitarian groups. The ICRC 
has been working in Ukraine since 
2014 when hostilities broke out be-
tween the national government and the 
Donetsk and Lugansk People’s Repub-
lics. The two Donbass republics seced-
ed from Ukraine shortly after the West-
ern-backed coup in Kiev that year. Last 
year, both voted to join Russia, together 
with two other former Ukrainian terri-
tories. (Agencies)

NABLUS: Israeli troops have killed 
at least 11 Palestinians and wounded 
dozens more during a raid in the oc-
cupied West Bank, Palestinian health 
officials say. Explosions and gunfire 
sounded as troops entered the old 
city of Nablus on Wednesday morn-
ing, sparking armed clashes with Pal-
estinian gunmen. The Israeli military 
said it killed three wanted militants 
holed up inside a house who refused 
to surrender. Several of those killed 
outside were civilians, including two 
elderly men. The Palestinian health 
ministry said 72-year-old Adnan 
Saabe Baara was one of them. Video 
footage purportedly showed his body 
in a street next to bags of bread, in 
what is usually a busy market area. A 
61-year-old man, Abdul Hadi Ashqar, 
and a 16-year-old boy, Mohammad 
Shaaban, were also shot dead, the 
ministry said. Another elderly man, 
Anan Shawkat Annab, 66, who suf-

fered from tear-gas inhalation, died in 
hospital on Wednesday evening. Six 
members of the Lions’ Den and oth-
er militant groups were killed during 
the raid, the Lions’ Den said in a Tele-
gram post. The number of dead is one 
more than that of an Israeli military 
raid last month in Jenin, which was 
the deadliest in the West Bank since 
2005. What makes this raid even 
more significant is the huge numbers 
wounded, with the Palestinian health 
ministry saying more than 80 people 
have suffered bullet wounds. Five 
different hospitals in Nablus are cur-
rently treating them. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany has declared two 
employees of the Iranian embassy 
personae non gratae and ordered them 
to leave the country in protest over Iran 
sentencing a German national to death, 
a statement from the foreign office said 
on Wednesday. Germany also sum-
moned Iran’s charge d’affaires over the 
issue, Foreign Minister Annalena Baer-
bock said in a statement, adding: “He 
was informed that we do not accept 
the massive violation of the rights of 

a German citizen.” “We call on Iran to 
revoke Jamshid Sharmahd’s death sen-
tence and provide him with a fair ap-
peal process based on the rule of law,” 
she added. A Tehran court on Tuesday 
sentenced to death an Iranian-German 
dual national accused of being the lead-
er of a “terrorist” group behind a dead-
ly 2008 mosque bombing, the judiciary 
said. “The Tehran Revolutionary Court 
sentenced Jamshid Sharmahd, the 
leader of the Tondar terrorist group, to 
death on the charge of corruption on 
earth through planning and directing 
terrorist acts,” the judiciary’s Mizan 
Online news agency reported. Mizan 
said Sharmahd could appeal against 
his death sentence before the supreme 
court. “The trial of this case was held 
in seven sessions in the presence of the 
accused and his lawyer, the plaintiffs 
and their families,” it said. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Moscow and Beijing are 
seeking to strengthen ties and remain 
committed to building a “multipolar” 
world, Chinese State Councilor Wang 
Yi said on Wednesday. The comments 
came as China’s top diplomat met with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lav-
rov in Moscow. “Despite the volatility of 
the state of international affairs, China 
and Russia… are firmly and resolutely 
working towards a multipolar world,” 
Wang said, as quoted by RIA Novosti. 
Wang, who heads the Chinese Commu-
nist Party’s Foreign Affairs Committee, 
added that Beijing would continue to 
conduct an independent foreign policy 
based on “the spirit of mutual bene-
fit.” He stated that China is seeking to 
“open new horizons in terms of further 
cooperation not just with Russia, but 

other countries as well.” Russian For-
eign Minister Lavrov said Moscow and 
Beijing are “ready to stand in defense 
of each other’s interests on the basis 
of respect for international law and the 
central role of the UN.” During his trip, 
Wang met with Nikolay Patrushev, the 
head of Russia’s Security Council. The 
diplomat went on to hold a meeting 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
(Agencies)

US town hit by fourth 
train derailment  

in 10 months

Syrian quake survivors 
shelter in crumbling 

Aleppo homes

NEBRASKA: A Union Pacific train 
carrying coal suffered a catastroph-
ic derailment on the eastern edge of 
Gothenburg, Nebraska on Tuesday 
morning, in the fourth such accident to 
befall the small town in just 10 months. 
Emergency and railroad crews were 
sent to the scene for cleanup after 31 
cars carrying coal tumbled into a twist-
ed wreck. “It seems to happen all the 
time,” local resident Jesse Ambler told 
the Daily Mail. “The rail company keeps 
laying people off and building longer 
and longer trains, but with less people 
to maintain the tracks,” he explained, 
describing the disaster-plagued stretch 
of tracks as “one of the busiest railways 
in America.” Union Pacific claimed “no 
one was injured” in a statement re-
leased on Tuesday, revealing that train 
traffic had already reopened on one of 
the three mainline tracks less than six 
hours after the accident. Its cause was 
still “under investigation.” (Agencies)

ALEPPO, Syria: Sitting by a bed strewn 
with rubble in Syria’s second biggest 
city, Umm Mounir refuses to leave her 
home even though the deadly earth-
quake has torn a gaping hole into the 
room. Aleppo, once a major commer-
cial hub, had already been battered by 
over a decade of war when the 7.8-mag-
nitude quake struck in early February, 
killing more than 45,000 people across 
Turkiye and Syria and flattening entire 
neighborhoods. The building adjacent 
to Umm Mounir’s collapsed, ripping 
the rear facade off her own home, but 
she said that neither natural disasters 
nor conflict can make her leave. “Noth-
ing will make me move out of my house 
except death,” (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Whether the call for 
Jail Bharo Movement would yield 
the results for the PTI in the by-polls 
or not but it would likely create polit-
ical and economic uncertainty which 
is compounded by the menace of ter-
rorism in the country. Following the 
uncalled-for decision of Imran Khan 
regarding the premature dissolution 
of Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Assemblies, political observers said 
that the announcement of the Jail 
Bharo Movement was a mere polit-
ical stunt as the PTI is apparently 
left with nothing to convince its po-
litical workers who were unnerved 
by Imran’s decision to dissolve the 
assemblies. “PTI leadership decision 
of the Jail Bharo Movement was 

an attempt to please their dissident 
workers and leaders, who were un-
happy with Imran Khan’s decision 
of dissolution of Punjab Assembly 
in general and KP assembly in par-
ticular without taking them into 
confidence,” said Ikhtiar Wali Khan, 
Pakistan Muslim League-N KP 
spokesman and former MPA while 
talking to APP here on Wednesday. 
He said the Imran Khan government 
was responsible for the econom-
ic quagmire in the country after he 
backtracked from the agreement 
made with the IMF, adding the pres-
ent government has successfully 
negotiated to revive the suspended 
IMF agreement to take the country 
out of the prevailing economic crisis. 

Ikhtiar Wali said Imran Khan had 
laid various economic traps for the 
present government after knowing 
that his days were numbered before 
his constitutional removal through 
a successful no-confidence motion 
by the national assembly. “The PTI 
Chief is apparently unnerved after 
the coalition government’s success-
ful negotiations with the IMF team 
and adaptation of the Finance Sup-
plementary Bill 2023 by the nation-
al assembly,” he said. He said Im-
ran was facing various corruption 
charges including Tosha Khana and 
PTI foreign funding cases and was 
trying to exert pressure on national 
institutions to avoid his possible ar-
rest. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electrici-
ty Supply Company (PESCO) on 
Wednesday announced power shut 
down notices for different areas of 
Peshawar, Mardan, Abbottabad, 
Wana and Tarbela due to mainte-
nance work on grid stations and pow-
er distribution lines. According to 
Pesco, power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Wapda House 
Grid Station on February 23, and 28 
from 09:00AM to 02:00PM, resultant-
ly consumers of 11 KV Hassan Ghari 

feeders will face inconvenience. 
Power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 132KV Rahman Baba Grid 
Station on February 23 and 27 from 
09:00AM to 03:00PM, resultantly 
consumer of 11 KV Kachori, Sharif 
Abad, Jan Mast Colony, New Hazar 
Khwani, Surizai, Phandoo, Urmar-II, 
Yakatoot, New Chamkani, Ring 
Road, Beri Bagh, Rashid Ghari, and 
Akhonabad feeders will face incon-
venience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 132KV Kohat Road 
Grid Station on February 23, and 27 
from 09:00AM to 03:00PM, resultant-
ly consumers of 11 KV PAF Express, 
Kohat Road, and Wazir Bagh feed-
ers will face inconvenience. Power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132KV Batkhela Grid Station on Feb-
ruary 23 from 09:00AM to 04:00PM, 
resultantly consumer of 11KV Parvez 
Shaheed, City Batkhela, Hisar Baba, 
Khar, and Batkhela feeders will face 
inconvenience. Power supply will re-
main suspended from 132KV Hussai 
Grid Station on February 23 from 
09:00AM to 04:00PM, resultantly 
consumer of 11KV Shahbaz Ghar, 

Kalul Khan, Bakhshali, Rustam, New 
Bakhshali feeders will face incon-
venience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 66KV Tank Grid Sta-
tion on February 23 from 09:00AM 
to 03:00PM, resultantly consumers 
of 66KV Tajazai grid connected 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
Power supply will remain suspend-
ed from 66 KV Tank Transmission 
on February 23 from 09:00AM to 
03:00PM, resultantly consumers 
of 66 KV Wana and Jhandola grid 
connected 11KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. Power supply will 
remain suspended from 132KV Ab-
bottabad, NathiaGali Transmission 
Line on February 23 from 09:00AM 
to 04:00PM, resultantly consumers 
of 132KV Nathia Gali grid connect-
ed 11KV feeders will face inconve-
nience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 132KV Wah Nishat 
Tarbela Transmission Line on Febru-
ary 23 from 09:00AM to 04:00PM, re-
sultantly consumer of 132KV Nishat 
Tarbela, Right Bank and Gadoon 
grid connected 11 KV feeders will 
face inconvenience.(APP)

PTI’s Jail Bharo Tehreek: A political stunt by Imran Khan  
to pressurize national institutions

Power shutdown notices for Peshawar, Mardan, Abbattabad, Wana issued

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 267.3 270

China Yuan 38.24 38.64

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 70.8 71.5

U.A.E Dirham 73 73.7

UK Pound 319 322

Euro 281.2 284

Australian Dollar 181 183.4

Canadian Dollar 194 196.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
194,700

Rs 
178,474

Rs 
170,362

Rs 
146,025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
166,924

Rs 
153,013

Rs 
146,058

Rs 
125,193

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,692 Rs 15,301 Rs 14,606 Rs 12,519

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
473,222

Rs 
433,785

Rs 
414,070

Rs 
354,917

People urged to contact DC office for domicile, 
arms licence rather agents

DC for preventive measures against dengue

School principal, teacher arrested  
for beating student

Rescue 1122 services extended to Abbottabad Jail

Samsons Group organizes free medical camp 
at Malam Jabba

Service charges for affidavit, arms license revised

Call for equal promotion of regional, local languages

Dr. Waqas Alam defends PhD dissertation

Remembering the forgotten personalities who made Peshawar diverse

PESHAWAR: The office of the Deputy 
Commissioner has urged the masses 
to directly contact the office for any 
information about domicile certifi-
cate and arm licence and do not pay 
any extra charges other than the offi-
cial fee to any official or agent. In an 
official notice issued here, the DC of-
fice said that there was no fee for is-
suance of domicile certificate, adding 
that the private arm licence required 
a Rs 300 affidavit and the fee. It said 
that the fee for issuance of a provin-
cial non-prohibited bore arm licence 
is Rs 10402 and all Pakistan licence is 
Rs 20402. Similarly the fee for 223/222 

bore weapons is Rs 40402. The fee for 
increasing the number of rounds more 
than the allowed limit is Rs 1000 for 
additional 25 cartridges, Rs 2300 for 
a change of weapon and Rs 3300 for 
issuance of a duplicate licence. It said 
that a request for issuance of arms li-
cence for 223/222 bore weapons would 
be floated through the Deputy Com-
missioner Office and after verification 
by the district committee the fee would 
be deposited with the Arm Branch of 
Home department. The people were 
advised to lodge their complaint with 
the DC office’s complaint cell on 
phone number 091-9211338. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Shah Fahad has directed the relevant 
departments to take all precautionary 
measures to eliminate the dengue 
virus from the city. Presiding over a 
meeting of the Health department, 
WSSP, education local government, 
district administration and other line 
departments here at his office, he 
called for concrete steps to be taken 
in that regard. He also directed to dis-
play banners in mosques and union 
council offices regarding the preven-
tion of dengue and for keeping water 
tanks clean and ponds covered. He 
instructed the assistant commission-
ers to organize awareness campaigns 
regarding the disease in their respec-
tive areas and organize training for 
the health department staff besides 
sensitizing and educating students of 
private and public schools about den-
gue in the morning assembly. In the 
meeting, the officers gave a detailed 

briefing about the measures to eradi-
cate and prevent the dengue virus and 
told about the available medicines, 
equipment, and machinery used to 
eradicate the dengue virus. The meet-
ing was told that the dengue virus 
was caused by the bite of a female 
mosquito that lays its eggs in clean 
water only and it could be averted by 
keeping the water tanks and ponds 
covered and by cleaning streets. 
Meanwhile, the DC directed WSSP to 
further improve cleanliness in the city 
and timely remove garbage and oth-
er litter from the streets. The meeting 
was attended by Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Sania Safi, Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (Relief) Mu-
hammad Imran Khan, administrative 
officers, District Health Officer Dr 
Muhammad Idris, and officers from 
Health, Towns, WSSP, Education 
Department, and Local Government 
among other line departments. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Police on Friday arrest-
ed a school principal and teacher for 
beating a student in Hangu district. 
The incident came to light after a vid-
eo of the assault was shared on social 
media, sparking public outrage. The 
District Police Officer of Hangu, Asif 
Bahadur, immediately directed legal 
action to be taken against the per-
petrators. Following this, the school 
principal, Muhammad Ishaq and 
teacher, Muhammad Umair, of a pri-
vate school were arrested. The victim, 

a 14/15-year-old student identified as 
Hashim, son of Abdul Razzaq, was 
allegedly subjected to violence by the 
accused after being asked to recite 
the national anthem slowly. The stu-
dent was beaten and received several 
wounds to his body. A case has been 
registered against the accused under 
sections 34/37/44 of the Child Protec-
tion Act and section 337A(1), F(1)/34 
of the Pakistan Penal Code based on 
the complaint of the injured student.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The services of Rescue 
1122 have been extended to District 
Jail Abbottabad. The announcement 
into this effect was made on Wednes-
day during a visit of the Superinten-
dent, District Jail Abbotttabad, Ha-
mid Azam Khan to the Rescue 1122 
district office. On this occasion, the 
Superintendent, District Jail Abbotta-
bad was briefed in detail about rescue 
services, control room and other sec-
tions of the services. In his briefing, 

District Emergency Officer Arif Khat-
tak said, “The department provides 
international standard emergency 
services in conditions from simple fe-
ver to cardiac arrest, traffic accidents, 
drowning in water, fire eruption, and 
provides on spot first-aid services.”H-
amid inspected various sections of the 
Rescue 1122 and appreciated their 
services. He said that the services of 
Rescue 1122 were nothing short of 
any blessing.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Samsons Group of 
Companies with the cooperation 
of Ilaj.pk organized a free medical 
camp for the residents of Malam 
Jabba. During the camp, expert 
medical practitioners checked hun-
dreds of patients and also distribut-
ed free-of-cost medicines amongst 
them. The camp was organized 

while keeping in view the hardships 
of the people in access to health cen-
ters due to heavy snowfall and pov-
erty in the locality. The residents of 
Malam Jabba have expressed grati-
tude to Samsons Group of Compa-
nies for organizing the free medical 
camp and termed it a welcoming 
step for the area.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The district adminis-
tration here on Wednesday revised 
service charges for affidavits, arms’ 
licenses and domicile etc. In a state-
ment, the fee for affidavit on stamp 
paper was fixed at Rs 300, provin-
cial arms license at Rs 10,402, all 
Pakistan arm license at Rs 20,402, 
round increase (25) at Rs 1,000, per 
round increase Rs 40. Similarly, the 
fee for the 222 and 223 bore license 
was fixed at Rs 40,402, the change of 
license at Rs 2,300 and the charges 
of duplicate arms at Rs 3,300. Fur-
thermore, no service charges would 

be collected for domicile. Deputy 
Commissioner Shah Fahad asked 
people not to pay any additional 
charges except the above charges 
and said that they could contact 
the control room established in his 
office through landline number 091-
921338. People can apply for 222 
and 223 bore arms licenses through 
the DC office which would be fur-
ther submitted to Home Department 
KP in the Civil Secretariat along 
with receipt of charges after verifi-
cation and approval by the district 
committees, he added.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The speakers of a mul-
tilingual poetry event on Wednesday 
called for giving equal promotion 
and coverage to all regional and 
local languages as per the United 
Nations charter. The speakers said 
that all the languages teach hu-
manity and harmony, and deserve 
to be given equal coverage, adding 
that regional and local languages 
should be protected as it helps to 
understand the history of humans 
of that specific area. The event was 
organised by Pakhtunkhwa Radio 
FM 92.4 wherein renowned local po-
ets presented their poetry in urdu, 
Pashto, Hindko and other regional 
languages. Speaking on the occa-

sion Dr Shakir Orakzai appreciated 
the initiative and said it was organ-
ised in connection with the mother 
languages day. Syed Masoom Shah 
and Professor Dr Abaseen said that 
all languages deserved equal pro-
motion and protection, and children 
should be encouraged to learn local 
and regional languages. Dr Abaseen 
emphasized on learning the mother 
language as “it contributes to the de-
velopment of a nation.”Earlier, Prof. 
Dr Abaseen, Dr Shakir, Firoz Khan 
Saddiq, Rahim Khan, Muhammad 
Jan Atif, Syed Masoom Shah, Ikhtiar 
Ullah, Abaseen Mohmand and Mu-
hammad Sarwar Mehmood Khattak 
presented their poetry.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Dr. Waqas Alam com-
pleted his Ph.D. degree Wednesday 
in Poultry Science subject under the 
supervision of the Dean Faculty of 
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Sciences Prof. Dr. Sarzamin Khan. 
Dr. Waqas presented his dissertation 
with the title “Evaluation of Growth 
Performance, Stress, Immune Status 
and Production Performance of Broil-
ers Breeder under Cage Versus Floor 

Systems” His dissertation was eval-
uated by renowned professors from 
Turkey and America. Dr. Waqas suc-
cessfully defended his dissertation by 
answering all the questions asked by 
the participants in the defense semi-
nar and was declared eligible for the 
degree of a Ph.D. The faculty and ad-
ministration of the University of Ag-
riculture Peshawar congratulated the 
supervisor and scholar. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Participants at a talk 
titled `Forgotten Citizens of Pesha-
war’ made a joint call for the prop-
agation of the work of those inspir-
ing personalities from diverse faiths 
who made remarkable services for 
historic Peshawar city and its deni-
zens. The talk was organized by the 
Archeology Department of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa at Victoria Hall of Pe-
shawar Museum with Dr. Muham-
mad Amjad Hussain, an illustrious 
US-based Pakistani doctor with 
roots in Peshawar, as guest speak-
er. People from different walks of 

life including minority communities 
attended the talk and gave valuable 
suggestions for highlighting the 
rich history of the city and contri-
butions made by non-Muslims in 
the development of Peshawar and 
this region. Director Archeology KP, 
Dr. Abdul Samad in his welcome ad-
dress said that this region has a very 
rich diversified history comprising 
people from different religions who 
lived here and left legacies for com-
ing generations. He also highlighted 
measures taken by the Archeology 
Department for the promotion of 

religious tourism in the province. In 
the talk, Dr. Amjad Hussain who has 
penned several books on the histo-
ry, culture and heritage of Peshawar 
city made an observation that we 
cannot progress until we recognize 
and remember the contributions 
made by personalities from differ-
ent faiths. “Our dilemma is `willful 
forgetfulness’ while men and wom-
en who selflessly served the city in 
the past are the milestones on the 
road to progress for the present gen-
eration,” remarked Dr. Amjad. The 
towering figures who made Pesha-

war a tapestry of multi-faith diversi-
ty and harmony and migrated after 
partition in 1947 must be remem-
bered in golden words for their ex-
emplary contribution to the people 
of the region and the development 
of the city, the scholar emphasized. 
Dr. Amjad’s speech mesmerized the 
audience who came to know about 
noteworthy services for the people 
of Peshawar in the fields of health, 
education, philanthropy, and even 
politics by people belonging to dif-
ferent religions including Hinduism, 
Christianity, and Parsis. (APP)
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Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari on Saturday urged the inter-
national community to help build the capacity of the Afghan interim 
authorities to take on the threat of terrorism. This statement came 
during a panel discussion at the two-day Munich Security Conference 
to debate international security policy. This of course comes at a time 
when Pakistan is experiencing a resurgence of the terror threat and 
the foreign minister’s remarks are rightly making headlines given 
how rapidly militant groups are strengthening their presence in Af-
ghanistan. It is also a mature approach adopted by the foreign office 
given how Kabul has not been very cooperative when it comes to ful-
filling its promise of clamping down on the TTP. Mr. Bilawal is right in 
pointing out that if this threat is not taken seriously, militant groups 
could conduct their activities from Afghanistan as had been witnessed 
recently from incidents in Pakistan. The interim Afghan government 
does not have a counter-terrorism force or even a border force, not 
to mention the serious capacity issues. The Taliban is already facing 
challenges when it comes to dealing with ISIS-K, so it has very little 
incentives to take on other groups that have established a presence 
in the country. Therefore, it is crucial that there be global support to 
convince Kabul to take on the threat of terrorism. The threat is not just 
limited to Pakistan, but is also something that should concern the im-
mediate neighbours of Afghanistan and the West. The UN has already 
pointed out in its reports that al Qaeda has been steadily growing its 
presence and making a comeback in Afghanistan, which should be of 
serious concern given the transnational nature of the group. But for 
any substantial steps to be taken, the world will have to continue its 
humanitarian support, unfreeze Afghanistan’s assets, open up bank-
ing channels and engage with the Taliban, and the Afghan society and 
women. As Mr. Bilawal rightly said, women empowerment cannot be 
pursued through starvation. Therefore, the current approach adopted 
by the West will have to change as it must act pro-actively rather than 
reactively. At the same time, Kabul will also have to illustrate that it is 
serious in engaging with the international community as patience is 
wearing thin with the Taliban government.

Munich Security Conference

Recently, there has been outrage 
across India over a BBC documentary. 
Titled ‘The Modi Question’, the pro-
gram shines a critical light on what 
it alleges was the Indian prime min-
ister’s role in anti-Muslim riots that 
shook the state of Gujarat in 2002. 
Indian authorities reacted by banning 
the documentary and denouncing it as 
“colonial propaganda”. Such sensitivi-
ty is common in today’s India, which 
under Narendra Modi’s leadership 
has steered onto a pathway of Hindu 
nationalism, which has led the coun-
try to be more prone to outrage over 
international criticism and to become 
less “liberal” in nature. Some weeks 
after the documentary’s release, the 
BBC in India came under investiga-
tion for alleged tax violations. The 
broadcaster’s response emphasized 
its status as a “trusted, independent 
media organization,” and coverage of 
the tax probe has implied that it is po-
litically motivated. However, this row 
comes at a critical moment in geo-
politics where Western countries are 
actively courting New Delhi as part 
of their Indo-Pacific initiatives. More 
specifically, their bid to use India and 
its massive economic potential as a 
strategic bulwark to contain China. 
However, the question is how long the 
West’s honeymoon with New Delhi 
can last? Especially when, in current 
conditions, India may decide to pur-
sue governance decisions which are 
not in harmony with the values the 
Western nations proclaim to uphold. 
After all, the tilt towards India is seen 
with a certain romanticism in Western 
countries, whose officials praise it as 
the “world’s largest democracy” and 

a partner with “shared values.” The 
truth, though, is that they don’t tru-
ly see India as an equal. They hope, 
given the foundations of its political 
system, that India will one day be “the 
same” as they are, and anticipate a 
course of liberalization and political 
change under their guidance, similar 
to what was once expected from Rus-
sia and China. But, if India fails to fol-
low that route, or continues to grow as 
an autonomous power which does not 
consent to Western dominance, the 
chances are that the West’s tolerance 
for the country, and especially for Mo-
di’s government, will run out. This 
brings us to the BBC. Indian authori-
ties are right in describing the BBC as 
a “post-colonial” institution because 
that’s what it is. The BBC world ser-
vice is not impartial at all, but an in-
stitution created with the imperialistic 
goal of projecting British influence 
overseas, paying special attention to 
the former dominions of the British 
Empire. The BBC is ideologically bi-
ased, and has unsurprisingly drawn 
criticism in India for its condescend-
ing coverage. The UK looks at India 
with starry-eyed nostalgia. It does not 
see its century-long history of colonial 
rule over the subcontinent as a time of 
exploitation, oppression, violence and 
inequality. Instead, it tends to believe 
that it has done the country a favor 
by boosting its development, and that 
this history affords it a “special rela-
tionship” with New Delhi. Therefore, 
even though Britain’s Brexit ideology 
seeks substantial trade and financial 
benefits from India, the UK still be-
lieves that it has a right to interfere 
in its internal politics, with Modi’s 

nationalistic and centralized rule 
placing them on a long-term collision 
course. Things are relatively stable 
now, despite this “row” over the doc-
umentary, but this poses the question 
– what happens when India becomes 
wealthy and powerful and does not 
eagerly accept the Western-centric 
political world order? Also, what if 
it seeks to be a geopolitical power in 
its own terms? What happens when 
Western countries begin to perceive 
India not as a partner in need of help 
and support, but as a rival in a similar 
vein to how they view China and, of 
course, Russia? What happens when 
the US-led Indo-Pacific initiative 
starts to appear not as something that 
would incorporate and help India, but 
something that could also potential-
ly contain its military rise? This BBC 
documentary is a reminder to India 
that the collective West seeks not to 
befriend it, but to use it, and in turn 
is not likely to accept an India which 
does not adhere to its political terms 
and conditions. India’s current foreign 
policy is often described as “strategic 
autonomy,” but in recent years the 
country has been overly friendly with 
the US to exploit mutual anti-China 
sentiment in a bid to gain economic 
opportunities for itself. At the same 
time, there has been a domestic politi-
cal shift in India which orients it away 
from westernization. The West’s good 
will for New Delhi, a superpower of 
the future, will one day run out, and 
the agenda will shift towards contain-
ment. India needs to look at what is 
happening now with China and be 
ready when that day comes.
Courtesy: RT

The earthquake that hit Turkiye and 
Syria recently was heart-breaking, 
given the loss of life, the injuries and 
the devastation caused. It also raised 
some important questions about hu-
manitarian aid in the modern world. 
It seems that aid is being politicised 
and made conditional. With a stag-
gering death toll 40,000 and counting, 
and hundreds of thousands of people 
injured, along with the devastation of 
whole towns and cities, it is clear that 
the humanitarian response had to be 
proportionate to the magnitude of 
the disaster. However, from the very 
first day, international confusion over 
how to deal with the catastrophe was 
evident, especially with regard to the 
delay in getting aid to the part of Syr-
ia affected by the earthquake outside 
regime control. The pretexts were 
political and obliterated any sense of 
humanity and empathy with the vic-
tims. The longer that aid took to get 
through, the more that lives were lost, 
and the suffering of survivors with-
out shelter, food and drink, and other 
basic necessities was compounded. 
Even though Turkiye was hit harder 
by the earthquake in terms of destruc-
tion and human and material losses, 
the Syrians faced a parallel catastro-
phe that doubled the number of vic-
tims as a result of the slow humanitar-
ian response. In short, humanitarian 
aid for Syria was deeply politicised. 
This is a curse for charitable and hu-
manitarian work. Those of us work-
ing in the field continue to seek the 
application of international laws and 
conventions that are apparently dis-
regarded when it comes to providing 
essential aid in certain parts of the 
world. The result, as we have seen in 

Syria post-earthquake, is both unnec-
essary and extremely ominous. The 
delay in sending, or allowing, interna-
tional humanitarian aid to get to those 
affected by the earthquake in Syria is 
unforgiveable. What kind of political 
“road map” is the international com-
munity applying in this day and age 
to face totally apolitical challenges 
that threaten our fellow human be-
ings? I believe that the approach tak-
en threatens our shared humanity by 
allowing sanctions against the regime 
in Syria, for example, to have an im-
pact on the provision of aid to people 
in desperate need due to events com-
pletely beyond human control. How 
can the system be such that the UN 
failed to issue a binding resolution to 
open the doors for humanitarian aid 
to reach those affected by the earth-
quake, but allows countries — so-
called superpowers — to invade other 
countries, impose sanctions which 
affect ordinary people more than the 
regimes that govern them, or besiege 
territories and their people? What sort 
of system allows that to happen, and 
gives legal justifications for depriving 
children, women and the elderly of 
food, clean water and essential med-
icines? The UN is in serious need of 
reform. It could start by redefining 
the vocabulary in its humanitarian 
lexicon, so that it sets out clearly that 
those who call for political, military 
and humanitarian support for, say, the 
people and government of Ukraine, 
are not allowed to stay silent and 
block the access of humanitarian aid 
to the Palestinians in the Gaza Strip, 
despite the entirely man-made hu-
manitarian catastrophe that has been 
imposed on them for the past 16 years 

and counting. It was Ukraine’s sup-
porters in the West who did not have 
the political or moral courage to allow 
humanitarian aid through to north-
west Syria immediately in the face of 
the devastation caused by the earth-
quake. The UN needs to be reminded 
that humanitarian necessities and aid 
should be — must be — uncondition-
al if it really believes that human be-
ings have equal rights and equality in 
good times and in bad. The Qur’anic 
verse “O mankind! Eat of that which 
is lawful and good on the earth” is a 
clear and logical sign that no single 
group has been singled out for pref-
erential treatment when it comes 
to basic needs. The Creator of us all 
addresses everyone, without discrim-
ination and without conditions. The 
very concept of humanitarianism re-
volves around the premise that we are 
all human beings first and foremost, 
and we all have the same needs. Race, 
religion, culture and nationality don’t 
enter the humanitarian equation. Or 
at least they shouldn’t. All human 
beings must be respected, because 
the Creator tells us, “Indeed, We have 
dignified the children of Adam.” As a 
Muslim who seeks to follow Islam in 
all that I do, I know that my faith is 
connected deeply to charity and do-
ing good deeds. We will not be judged 
by anything but good deeds and the 
extent of their reflection on ourselves 
and others, especially those who are 
less fortunate than us. The goodness 
of the individual is at the heart of the 
goodness of societies; and the good-
ness of societies is at the core of the 
goodness of all mankind.

Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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India’s clash with the BBC is a warning of things to come
— By Timur Fomenko

The Turkiye-Syria earthquake raises important questions  
about humanitarian aid

— By Dr Essam Yousef

LAST week, PTI supporter and 
30-year-old resident of Faisalabad 
Sikandar Zaman was sentenced to 
three years in prison for a tweet. His 
Twitter account, prior to his sentenc-
ing, had 184 followers. Legal proceed-
ings were carried out under the Pre-
vention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016, 
(Peca), which provides for a range of 
punishments for online acts that are 
deemed unlawful. This Act was passed 
under the previous PML-N govern-
ment, and was met by considerable 
condemnation from human rights and 
digital freedom organisations. Con-
cerned entities warned that the Act 
would be used at a whim, as and when 
it suits those who are in a position of 
authority to enforce it. In the case of 
Pakistan, this inevitably means the 
military and its associated agencies. 
The district and sessions judge who 
sentenced Sikandar found his content 
to be malicious, and that “the accused 
had tried to create a dispute about 
the senior leadership of armed forces 
which naturally has an effect towards 
the subordinate officials and the gen-
eral public”. The ‘natural occurrence’ 
of this supposed effect is taken at face 
value, while the intent is based on the 
content of his mobile phone and the 
fact that he did not mask his political 
affiliation. The content of the tweet for 
which Sikandar was punished proba-
bly violates established norms around 
how societies generally talk about the 
armed forces and martyrdom. Most 
people would likely find it egregious 
across time and space. However, it is 
eminently reasonable to suggest that 
people may air controversial views 
without being judicially prosecuted for 
them. This is why the actual content 
is largely beside the point. This subse-
quent prosecution is simply designed 
to place limits on a particular type of 
political opposition and to chill future 
dissent. Even if your audience is no 
more than 184 people. As with most 
issues in Pakistan’s current political 
scenario, reactions to any event end up 
following partisan lines. Supporters 
of the latest edition of regime hybrid-
ity will find nothing wrong with the 
court’s judgement. They will proba-
bly proclaim the sanctity of the armed 

forces to be non-negotiable and the 
prosecution to be in line with this prin-
ciple. Ironically, this is exactly what the 
current opponents of the regime used 
to think not too long ago. The obvious 
issue with such prosecution is that it 
limits freedom of expression. Sure, 
there can be limits to what should be 
allowed online, but these are usually 
based on the actuality of harm and the 
protection of vulnerable populations. 
One can make a case for regulating 
content that is inflammatory and has 
reasonable chance of leading to actual 
violence — such as blasphemy allega-
tions and targeted campaigns against 
Ahmadis, women and transgender 
people. These groups do face high 
levels of risk, and regulation of the 
internet is required to prevent those 
risks. One can even make a stretched-
out case for regulating content that 
ferments armed rebellion and may 
lead to violence against state officials. 
This would apply to content created 
by militants and armed groups that 
are waging war against the state. But 
to use the principle offered by these 
examples for the purpose of limiting 
political voices that pose no actual, 
physical or organisational threat to the 
public at large is extremely disturbing. 
Pakistan is no stranger to fragile offi-
cialdom lashing out at online content. 
The 2017 case of enforced disappear-
ances of bloggers Salman Haider and 
Waqass Goraya is the most prominent 
in recent memory. In that case, it was 
the sheer impunity of the security ap-
paratus that allowed such an act to 
take place. The same impunity is now 
fully enshrined in Peca, as it allows for 
selective and discretionary implemen-
tation. This offers state institutions a 
judicial — other than the usual coer-
cive/extrajudicial — route to clamp 
down on online political dissent. The 
Sikandar case also points to another 
issue with how the state views the on-
line domain. For the past decade, there 
have been numerous attempts by the 
state to regulate the internet, either 
through the banning of websites, the 
cultivation of paid/sponsored content 
for political purposes, or using offline 
coercion against online entities.
Courtesy: DAWN

Protecting the powerful 
— By Umair Javed

Women in Pakistan
Women are the individuals who can 
be the sword of our nation but from 
1947 till now women in Pakistan are 
suffering through several terrifying 
circum stances and each time their 
rights along with freedom of expres-
sion is neglected. “Tehrik-i-Niswan” 
(founded by Sheema Kermani) is 
the base to pro vide strength and 
potential to wom en every time their 
rights are de nied. The role of Shee-
ma for women is remarkable as 

she launched “Teh rik-i-Niswan” in 
1979 which was an immense source 
of help for women. As women are 
known to be peace makers, according 
to global women claiming, women 
must be involved in peace negotia-
tions but unfortu nately still 75 per-
cent of women are living below the 
poverty line. And the reason behind 
women’s pover ty is unemployment, 
food insecuri ty, ill health, denial of 
reproductive health right and vio-
lence. Unfortu nately, it is somewhat 

sad as well as heartbreaking that in 
our na tion less than half the popula-
tion of women are given the right to 
make their decisions by themselves. 
The government along with each in-
dividual must give women rights and 
freedom of expression. With that, 
women must be giv en knowledge 
about their selves so that they can 
not only fight for themselves but also 
defend their rights to everything.
– Zainab Ali Ahmed
– Turbat

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: H.E Ms. Pang Chunx-
ue, Charge’d Affairs, Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China called 
on Federal Minister for Finance and 
Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq 
Dar at Finance Division. Welcoming 
H.E Ms. Pang Chunxue, the Finance 
Minister highlighted the long-stand-
ing and deep-rooted brotherly ties 
between both countries. It was 
shared that China and Pakistan have 
strong bilateral relations in a number 
of economic avenues. Both sides dis-
cussed further deepening these ties 
in the economic as well as financial 
sectors. The Finance Minister com-

mended the support of Chinese lead-
ership to Pakistan in its challenging 
times and shared various economic 
measures taken by the government 
to bring the economy on a progres-
sive path.  Ms. Pang Chunxue ap-
preciated the policy steps taken by 
the government for sustaining and 

boosting fiscal and monetary stabil-
ity. She shared goodwill gestures and 
assured the continuous support of 
the Chinese Government to Pakistan 
and added that the government of 
China stands with the people of Pa-
kistan and is willing to provide every 
possible assistance.  The two sides 
also discussed the progress on CPEC 
projects and reiterated to further 
expedite the successful implementa-
tion of CPEC projects for the mutual 
benefit of the two countries. The two 
sides extended resolve to accelerate 
and enhance mutual cooperation. 
(APP)

PRCS hands over a consignment of medical 
supplies to the Syrian Embassy for EQ victims

SAP’s Objective to Bring Positive Change in 
Lives of People through Digital Transformation

APHC bemoans imposition of autocratic rule, 
undeclared martial law in IIOJ&K

PTI’s court arrest campaign only aim to ‘spread 
chaos, anarchy in country’: Kayani

Police attacked during recovery of kidnapped girls

House fire kills one child, injures four in Gujranwala

NADRA to provide full support  
for National Digital Census

36 kite sellers, flyers arrested in special crackdown

CEO of SFD receives visiting Chairman  
of NDMA of Pakistan

Political stability, national consensus  
need of hour: Mushaid

Three women injure in separate incidents of torture

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Red Cres-
cent Society (PRCS) has provided 
relief consignment for the earth-
quake-affected population in Syr-
ia. On instructions from Chair-
man PRCS, Sardar Shahid Ahmad 
Laghari, Secretary General PRCS, 
Muhammad Abaidullah Khan hand-
ed over the relief consignment con-
taining medical, surgical, and first 
aid equipment to the Syrian Am-
bassador Dr. Rameez- Alraee in a 
ceremony held at PRCS National 
Headquarters here on Tuesday. In 
his message on this occasion, PRCS 
Chairman Sardar Shahid Ahmad 
Laghari said that Red Crescent has 
stood by the side of Turkey and Syr-
ian brethren in this time of trouble. 
He said PRCS has provided assis-
tance to both the earthquake-af-
fected countries and the supply of 
medical and surgical equipment 
is a practical response to the re-
quest from the Syrian Ambassador. 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari said 
PRCS, as being a part of the Red 

Cross Red Crescent Movement, has 
planned to send teams of Paramed-
ics, Health and WASH experts to 
help the earthquake victims and has 
shared the plan with the relevant 
authorities in this regard. He said 
that PRCS-trained staff and volun-
teers would go to Syria and Turkey 
to contribute to relief activities, re-
covery, and reconstruction efforts. 
“PRCS has launched a nationwide 
appeal to help the earthquake vic-
tims of the two brotherly countries 
and any funds and donations being 
collected through the provincial 
branches would be handed over to 
Turkish Red Crescent and Syrian 
Arab Red Crescent to help the EQ 
victims”, he added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: SAP’s Senior Vice 
President Middle East and North 
Africa, Ahmed Al-Faifi, on his visit 
to Pakistan, met with Federal Min-
ister for Planning, Development & 
Special Initiatives, Mr. Ahsan Iqbal, 
Chairman Higher Education Com-
mission (HEC), Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed 
and Secretary Railways, Mr. Mazhar 
Ali Shah. He also attended The Fu-
ture Summit’s 6th Edition, organized 
by the Nutshell Group.  During his 
meeting with Federal Minister for 
Planning, Development & Special 
Initiatives, Mr. Ahsan Iqbal, the dis-
cussion revolved around how to im-
prove the technological dynamics of 
Pakistan to expedite its growth. Mr. 
Al Faifi said; “The commercial en-
terprises and the government sector 
are benefitting from SAP’s business 
solutions for efficient service deliv-
ery in the public sector. Financial, 
HR, audit and numerous other SAP 
core business applications are con-
tributing to Pakistan’s global stand-
ing in terms of transparency.” SAP 
is cognizant of Pakistan’s needs for 
a viable IT future and is continuous-
ly redefining its scope to reach out 
to more and more of public and pri-

vate companies. It ensures that the 
product is best suited for optimiza-
tion of productivity in each sphere. 
It takes pride in being dedicated to 
synergizing its services for a more 
technology-driven Pakistan. Ex-
pressing his views about digitization 
and transforming Pakistan’s public 
sector enterprises during The Future 
Summit, Ahmed Al-Faifi highlight-
ed that Pakistan is blessed with a 
large group of dynamic youth. That 
given, digital literacy can be a huge 
asset. Pakistan can leverage SAP 
platforms to provide an enabling 
environment and contribute to the 
country’s economy. “Technology is 
there to help you grow economical-
ly and professionally; it focuses on 
transforming processes by keeping 
a track of technology trends. The 
objective of SAP is to make the life 
of their customers easy.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The All Parties Hur-
riyat Conference (APHC) has con-
demned the upsurge in cordon and 
search operations being carried out 
by the Indian forces and said, “these 
repressive measures are designed 
to suppress the freedom sentiments 
of the people of Indian Occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJK). The 
APHC in a statement issued in Sri-
nagar said, “The Indian military 
and police along with non-Kashmi-
ri bureaucrats are undemocratical-
ly ruling IIOJK, while the people 
of the occupied territory are being 
suppressed for raising their voice 
for inalienable right to self-determi-
nation.” The APHC said that the use 
of brute military force had failed to 
dent the morale of Kashmiris, who 
“are determined to continue their 

freedom struggle with valor and in-
tegrity.” “The heavy deployment of 
more than one million occupation 
troops used against the civil popula-
tion that has been demanding their 
legitimate rights is a brazen viola-
tion of international law and Human 
Rights Charter of 1948, adopted by 
the United Nations,” it maintained. 
The APHC denounced the arbitrary 
arrests during the frequent cordon 
and search operations and said 
thousands of innocent people had 
been put behind bars without any 
legal trial. “There is no rule of law in 
the occupied territory and Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) backed adminis-
tration was employing absolute au-
tocratic rule. The BJP has imposed 
undeclared martial law to subdue 
the Kashmiris”, it added. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Coordinator to the 
Prime Minister for Economy and 
Energy, Bilal Azhar Kayani on 
Wednesday claimed that Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) leadership 
only wants to create anarchy and 
chaos in the country as Khan sahib’s 
so-called ‘Jail Bharo Tehreek’ would 
be the worst-failed event ever which 
is being started with bail applica-
tions. “Imran Khan’s political narra-
tive was only based on ‘hate’ against 
Pakistan Muslim League and Paki-
stan People’s party for his personal 
interests,” he said while speaking on 

ptv news. He said the PTI chief had 
launched the court arrest campaign 
but on the other hand, he himself 
submitted an application for bail. 
Replying to a question, Kayani said 
Imran Khan’s four-year government 
had brought the punishment of eco-
nomic destruction and inflation in 
the country, adding, it would take 
time to get rid of the devastation 
caused in the last four years. To an-
other question, he said PML-N al-
ways showed respect for the courts 
and its leadership presented them-
selves for accountability. (APP)

MULTAN: Four assailants opened 
fire on a police team during a raid 
to recover two kidnapped girls in 
the limits of Chobra Police Station 
in Layyah district. As a result of the 
firing incident that occurred at Chuk 
No. 366/TDA, a trainee Sub-Inspector, 
Taymour suffered serious wounds. 
Whereas, another trainee Sub-Inspec-
tor, Mazhar along with two other offi-
cials, including a volunteer, remained 

safe in the attack, said police sourc-
es. The injured was shifted to DHQ 
hospital for emergency treatment. 
Police booked three suspects identi-
fied as Sarfraz, Ishtiaq, Suraya Bibi 
along with an unidentified accused on 
charges of kidnapping the two teen-
agers. The case was registered on the 
report of Ghulam Shabir, father of the 
kidnapped girls. Further investigation 
was underway. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: At least one child was 
killed and four persons sustained burn 
injuries when fire broke out at a house 
in Gujranwala on Wednesday. Accord-
ing to Rescue 1122, the tragic incident 
was reported in Gujranwala where a 
fire erupted and killed seven-year-old 

Rehan on the spot while his parents 
and two other children suffered burns, 
a private news channel reported. Res-
cue teams reached the spot and shifted 
the body and the injured to hospital. 
The cause of the fire is still unknown, 
rescuers added. (APP)

SIALKOT: Assistant Superintendent 
NADRA/Technical Assistant for Na-
tional Digital Census,Ahmed Malik 
said that National Database and Reg-
istration Authority (NADRA) would 
provide full support to district admin-
istration for National Digital Census 
in Sialkot. Talking to APP, he said that 
the self-enumeration was started in 
the series of the seventh census (first 
digital census) which will continue till 
March 3. He highlighted that under 
self enumeration,every citizen could 

upload their family data through the 
website of the Government of Pa-
kistan https://self.pbs.gov.pk. While 
from March 3, the trained staff would 
go door-to-door and start the digital 
household census, for which the staff 
training was completed and tabs were 
provided to them, he added. He said 
that the training was conducted under 
three different badges in which the 
participants were given three classes 
so that they could perform their duties 
in a better way. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi district police 
on the directives of City Police Officer, 
Syed Khalid Mehmood Hamdani here 
on Wednesday continued a special crack-
down against kite sellers and flyers and 
managed to net 36. According to a police 
spokesman, all police stations of the dis-
trict had been directed to accelerate ongo-
ing operations against kite-flying ban vi-
olators while special teams constituted to 

control kite-flying under the supervision 
of senior police officers were conducting 
raids in different areas. Police teams re-
covered over 1200 kites and kite flying 
string rolls from the possession of arrest-
ed kite sellers and flyers, he said. Rawal 
Division police arrested 23 accused on 
recovery of 596 kites and string rolls while 
Potohar Division police netted eight and 
seized 146 kites and string rolls. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: CEO of the Saudi De-
velopment Fund (SDF) Sultan Abdu-
rrahman Al-Marshad, received here 
on Tuesday the Chairman of the Na-
tional Disaster Management Author-
ity (NDMA) of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, Lieutenant General Inam 
Haider Malik and the accompanying 
delegation, currently on a visit to the 
Kingdom. During the meeting, the 
two sides reviewed the reconstruction 
work in areas affected by floods, in 
addition to the development projects 
being funded by SDF in Pakistan. For 
his part, Lieutenant General Malik 
appreciated the Kingdom’s efforts, 
through the fund, in supporting de-

velopment projects and programs, 
which have been completed or are 
ongoing in Pakistan, pointing out that 
these projects have a positive impact 
on the lives of the Pakistani people, to 
contribute to economic growth and 
social prosperity. The meeting was 
attended by the Ambassador of Paki-
stan to the Kingdom Ameer Rathore. 
It is worth mentioning that SDF pro-
vided Pakistan with (20) development 
loans worth more than one billion 
dollars, in addition to three grants 
provided by the Kingdom through 
SDF with a value of more than 333 
million US Dollars in various devel-
opment sectors.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senator Mushahid 
Hussain Syed of Pakistan Muslim 
League- Nawaz (PML-N) Wednes-
day stressed the need for a national 
consensus and political stability to 
steer the country out of the current 
economic and political challenges. 
Talking to a private news channel, 
he said it is the need of the hour to 
initiate collective efforts to combat 
economic challenges as the coun-
try’s stability was an important task 
in the present situation. “Some po-
litical leaders were trying to create 

chaos and anarchy in the country to 
take political benefit”, he said, add-
ing, however, they should shun such 
attitudes in the larger interests of 
the country. All political parties and 
national institutions should focus on 
developing consensus as Pakistan is 
passing through a critical situation in 
its march toward the future, he add-
ed. Replying to a question, he said 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif was 
striving hard and working day and 
night to steer the country out of the 
crisis. (APP)

MULTAN: At least three women 
were injured in multiple incidents of 
stabbing, firing and torture in differ-
ent parts of the city here Wednesday. 
As per the police report, Muhammad 
Adnan had a scuffle with his wife, 
Kainat Bibi over a domestic issue. In 
a fit of anger, he opened fire on the 
woman which resulted in severe in-
juries on her arm and leg. She was 

moved to Nishtar hospital sharply 
by the households. Makhdoom Pur 
Police Station registered the case to 
initiate formal action. In the second 
incident, a citizen named Muham-
mad Zubair called up Mumtazabad 
police station as the accused who’s 
brother-in-law in the relation injured 
his sister by stabbing her before flee-
ing. (APP)

China stands with the people of Pakistan to provide  
every possible assistance, Charge’d Affairs

Four injured in Karachi’s 
Korangi house fire

IRSA releases 108,600 
cusecs water

Two gunned down in 
separate incidents

Centres hold mock testing 
ahead of exams

Minor girl killed  
in road mishap

ISLAMABAD: Four persons of a fam-
ily sustained critical injuries when a 
house located in Sector 36-C in Ko-
rangi area of Karachi caught fire in 
the wee hours of Wednesday. Ac-
cording to Rescue 1122 officials, the 
fire erupted when battery of a UPS 
exploded after which the fire en-
gulfed the entire house. As a result, 
four persons, including two minor 
children, were wounded, said a pri-
vate news channel. The fire brigade 
and rescue teams reached the spot 
and brought the fire under control. 
Rescue teams have shifted the in-
jured to hospita. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Wednesday re-
leased 108,600 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 65,600 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, water level 
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was 
1469.12 feet and was 71.12 feet high-
er than its dead level of 1,398 feet. 
Water inflow and outflow in the dam 
was recorded as 18,400 cusecs while 
outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The wa-
ter level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1116.20 feet, which was 
66.20 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 18,600 cusecs 
and 30,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 62,700, 44,600, 31,100 and 6,100 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 16,700 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
4,100 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

SARGODHA: Two persons were 
gunned in separate incidents here in 
the district on Wednesday. Atta Sha-
heed police said that Saeed Akhtar 
(38) r/o Chak 9-SB was shot dead by 
his rival Ibrahim over old enmity. In 
another incident Naeem ullah (46) 
r/o Chak 144/145 NB gunned down 
Saif ullah after an altercation over 
domestic issue. Sillanwali police on 
information reached the spot, shifted 
the body to hospital. Concerned po-
lice launched investigations.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Mock testing of 
students has been arranged to cope 
with any emergency likely to emerge 
at examination centres under the vi-
sion of the Secretary of education on 
Wednesday. CEO District Education 
Authority Masood Nadeem told APP 
that this move was initiated to repel 
any untoward incidence at the centres 
of matriculation and intermediate con-
ducting exams starting from the month 
of April. He said the centres were being 
prepared for the mock testing under 
the required parameters. (APP)

SARGODHA: A two-year girl was 
killed in van-motorcycle collision 
near 85 Jhal area in the remit of fac-
tory area police on Wednesday. Police 
said that Hassan r/o islam pura along 
with his sister Tahira bibi and a mi-
nor girl, was traveling on motorcycle 
when a speeding school van hit the 
two-wheeler near 85 Jhal area. (APP)
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President stresses broad-based efforts to enroll 22.8 mln  
out-of-school children

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Wednesday termed as ‘alarming’ 
the country’s 22.8 million children 
not attending schools and said the 
challenge needed broad-based ef-
forts, both at the government and 
individual levels. The president said 
the serious situation meant half of 
the child population aged five to 16 
was at risk of engaging in labour or 
begging. Addressing a seminar on 
out-of-school children in Pakistan, 
the president said education was the 
right of every child guaranteed by 
the religion and the country’s con-
stitution. The seminar organized by 

the Pakistan Institute of Parliamen-
tary Services (PIPS) and Pakistan 
Teachers Forum (PTF) discussed the 
issues and way forward to address 
the challenge of out-of-school chil-
dren.  President Alvi pointed out that 
with only 68 percent of children in 
the category of primary education, 

the country lagged far behind the 
other South Asian nations includ-
ing 100 percent in India, 99 percent 
in Sri Lanka and 98 percent in Ban-
gladesh. He stressed that it was the 
collective responsibility of the gov-
ernment, legislators, elite, civil so-
ciety and the general public to take 
steps at their ends for the promotion 
of education. He said Pakistan could 
achieve remarkable development by 
laying specific focus on education 
and health.In this regard, he called 
for setting priorities and taking effec-
tive decisions on the policies relating 
to matters of public interest. (APP)

PM greets Saudi leadership  
on Kingdom’s founding day

72 percent locomotives of Railways  
in functional condition

Five members of GCUF academic council elected

Sarangi Season 6 explores hidden talents of Pakistan

NEPRA concludes hearing into 2nd quarterly 
adjustments of DISCOs

Indonesia to enhance economic relationship 
with Pakistan: Envoy

Neglecting tire safety measures can cause  
serious accidents: Motorway Police

Authorities monitoring exit points to  
foil smuggling bids

Commissioner for speeding up efforts to curb 
dengue, polio

Thousands of Kashmiris behind the bars under 
illegal detention

PNCA , ASG come together to enthrall Islooites

First lady performs ground breaking to build 
homes for poor, homeless in Multan

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Tuesday extended greet-
ings to the leadership of Saudi Arabia 
on the founding day of the Kingdom. 
The prime minister in a tweet greeted 
the Saudi king, the crown prince, and 
the people of the Kingdom. “On behalf 
of the people and government of Paki-
stan, I wish to extend our felicitations 
to King Salman bin Abdulaziz, HRH 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman 
and the people of Saudi Arabia on their 
Founding Day,” he wrote on his social 
media Twitter handle.  The prime min-
ister said the day celebrates KSA’s rich 
history and culture and highlights its 
remarkable transformation. The day 

celebrates the founding of the first 
Saudi State, the Emirate of Diriyah, by 
Imam Muhammad Bin Saud in 1727, 
which took place in February of that 
year. Last year on January 27, Custo-
dian of The Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman issued a Royal Order to com-
memorate February 22 every year as 
the nation’s founding day.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Around 72 percent 
of diesel-electric locomotives of Pa-
kistan Railways out of a total of 461 
are in a functional condition which 
is not sufficient to run the entire op-
erations of the department. Railways 
has 332 locomotives in running con-
dition out of a total of 461, while 129 
(28 percent) diesel-electric locomo-
tives were non-functional, an official 
in the Ministry of Railways told APP. 
Of 129 locomotives around 41 were 
under normal overhauling schedules 
and maintenance. The official said 
the locomotives would be rolled out 
after routine schedule maintenance 
turn by turn. He said that 11 locomo-

tives met with an accident on various 
dates and locations, and fabrication 
work and procurement of spares were 
under process for these locomotives. 
The official said that 69 DPU class 
diesel-electric locomotives were held 
up for repair and need major modifi-
cation while eight locomotives were 
temporarily deleted and under con-
demnation process due to overage. 
To a question, he said that Pakistan 
Railways was planning to procure as 
many as 25 diesel-electric locomotives 
for various shunting points across the 
country which would help to replace 
outdated locomotives that were to be 
scrapped very soon. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Five members of the 
academic council of Government Col-
lege University Faisalabad (GCUF) 
were elected through elections. The 
polling was held for two associate pro-
fessors, one assistant professor and 
two lecturers. According to the results 
announced by Election Commissioner 
Prof Dr Hamayun Abbas Shams here 
Wednesday, Dr Muhammad Kamran 

Khan and Dr Aftab Ahmed were elect-
ed on seats of associate professors by 
getting 83 and 64 votes, respectively. 
Dr Muhammad Farooq Rehan secured 
117 votes and was elected on a seat of 
assistantprofessor. Dr Irm Sultana has 
already been elected as a member of 
the council. However, Dr Faiz Ahmed 
and Dr Zaib-ul-Nisa were elected on 
lecturer seats. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A Star-Studded Event 
Sarangi season 6 final was organized 
here on Tuesday by Serena Hotels as 
part of its cultural diplomacy to pro-
mote Pakistan’s hidden talents at the 
hotel’s platform to showcase their 
musical talent. The event was an op-
portunity to become the nation’s rising 
stars. Sarangi, a music initiative has 
been encouraging young and talented 
singers and bands to celebrate our cul-
tural heritage through their music. For 
season 6, a total of 360 contestants par-
ticipated in the competition, of which 
5 were selected by professional jury 
members. The five shortlisted contes-
tants, from varying backgrounds, pro-
vided an intriguing mix of musical tal-

ent on display, including Asma Aslam 
from Karachi, Muqaddas Younas from 
Lahore, Minhas Khan from Islam-
abad, Sajjad Ali Hussain from Faisal-
abad, and Rahat Francis from Quetta. 
Their experience and training were 
reflected in their vocal styles as they 
performed in front of over 300 guests, 
including a large number of diplomats, 
government functionaries, corporate 
heads, businessmen and music lovers; 
proving their mettle to the highly ac-
claimed musical genius Sarmad Gha-
foor, whose well-known works include 
Atif Aslam’s two platinum albums in-
cluding Jal Pari’ and he is the man be-
hind the music of last year’s cinematic 
hit ‘The legend of Maula Jatt.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National Elec-
tric Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA) on Wednesday concluded 
a public hearing into a petition of 
XWDISCOs for 2nd quarterly ad-
justments for the fiscal year 2022-23 
on account of capacity, transmission 
charges, variable operation, mainte-
nance charges, etc. The hearing was 
presided over by Chairman NEPRA 
Tauseef H. Farooqi while members 
Maqsood Anwar, Mathar Niaz Rana 
and Amina Ahmed were also present. 
The DISCOs sought adjustments of 

Rs 17. 391 billion under the quarterly 
adjustment mechanism. The consum-
ers were being charged Rs 3.08 per 
unit on account of 1st quarterly ad-
justment which would be applicable 
till March. The adjustments would be 
applicable to all consumers of DIS-
COs except lifeline and K-Electric 
consumers. The authority was told 
that its implication would be around 
50 paisa per unit in the tariff. The au-
thority would announce its decision 
after a detailed evaluation of the sta-
tistics. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indonesian Ambassa-
dor to Pakistan Adam M. Tugio has 
said that Indonesia is working to en-
hance its economic relationship with 
Pakistan, noting its geo-economics 
strategy and geographic location. The 
Indonesian ambassador made these 
remarks during an interactive session 
organised by the Center of Pakistan & 
International Relations (COPAIR) on 
“Pakistan Indonesia Relations: Pres-
ent Status Way Forward,” said a press 
release issued here by the Embassy 
on Wednesday. The envoy showed 
pie charts of economic complexity 
indicating industries where Pakistan 
manufactures, have a substantial 
comparative advantage and export to 

fill the global market, and the corre-
sponding market in Indonesia where 
Indonesia purchase them from many 
sources. He referred to Pakistani 
products such as medical equipment, 
leathers, garments and textile that 
could become essential trade com-
modities in Indonesia and globally. 
The envoy emphasised the impor-
tance of building people-to-people 
contacts between the nations and en-
couraged Pakistani students to avail 
scholarships offered by the Indone-
sian government and various univer-
sities in Indonesia. He said there were 
a lot of untapped opportunities for 
Pakistan to contribute to the world 
market. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Commuters’ safety has 
become a major concern for Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP), who are urging motorists 
to take precautionary measures to 
prevent accidents caused by neglect-
ing tire safety measures. Talking to 
APP here on Wednesday, an official 
of the NHMP said that many ac-
cidents occurred due to the use of 
smuggled, damaged, or weak tires. 
He said that motorists should check 
and ensure the minimum tread level 
value of their car. “Tread value for 
the car should be 1.6mm, for LTV 
vehicles the value should be 2.5mm, 
while for buses and HTVs, the value 
should be 3.5mm”, he added. In ad-
dition, he said that motorists should 
try to perform regular visual tests of 

their vehicles’ tires, and ensure that 
they do not mix tires of different sizes 
or speed ratings. Mixing tires could 
have a negative impact on the vehi-
cle’s handling and stability, making 
it more prone to accidents, he main-
tained. The officials emphasized the 
importance of maintaining correct air 
pressure in tires, saying that vehicles 
with incorrect air pressure consumed 
more fuel, and affected the road han-
dling, making it difficult to take cor-
ners safely.He said that under-inflated 
tires could also increase the braking 
distance which made it more difficult 
to stop the vehicle in time. He said 
that to ensure good contact between 
the tires and the road, it was essential 
to maintain the correct air pressure in 
the tires. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: The food Department 
Rawalpindi and Police are strictly 
monitoring district exit points and 
foiled six bids to smuggle wheat and 
flour here on Wednesday besides seiz-
ing 2507 bags. According to the dis-
trict administration spokesman, the 
authorities along with Potohar Divi-

sion police conducted raids in differ-
ent areas and rounded up six accused 
identified as Shamraz, Saleem, Rasool 
Khan, Usman, Ayaz and Hamza on re-
covery of 2507 wheat and flour bags. 
He said that the accused were trying to 
illegally ship out wheat and flour out 
of Rawalpindi division. (APP)

SUKKUR: Commissioner Ghulam 
Mustafa Phull on Wednesday directed 
departments concerned to speed up 
the efforts for eradication of dengue 
and polio virus. He gave these direc-
tives while presiding over a meeting 
to review anti-dengue and polio cam-
paigns at his office. All deputy com-
missioners, Additional Deputy Com-

missioners, District Health Officers, 
and other relevant officers participated 
through video link. The Commission-
er ordered the deputy commissioners 
to personally monitor anti-polio and 
dengue campaigns in their districts. 
He mentioned that special attention 
should be paid to monitoring and sur-
veillance in high-risk areas. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Modi regime has 
thrown thousands of innocent peo-
ple behind the bars on the pretext of 
fake cases without any legal trial. The 
Kashmir Media Service (KMS) on 
Wednesday reported that over four 
thousand Hurriyet leaders, youth, stu-
dents activists, human rights activists, 
journalists including APHC Chairman, 
Massrat Aalam Butt, Shabbir Ahmad 
Shah, Muhammad Yasin Malik, Nay-
eem Ahmad Khan, Aasiya Andrabi, 
Ayaz Akbar, Shahid-ul-Islam, Mera-
juddin Kalwal, Peer Saifullah, Farooq 
Ahmad Dar, Fehmeeda Sofi, Naheeda 
Nasreen, Khurram Parvaiz, Mush-
taq-ul-Islam, Sharief Sartaj, Molvi 

Bashir Ahmad Irfani, Bilal Siddiqi, Dr 
Hameed Fayaz, Ashiq Hussain Faktoo 
alias Dr Mohammad Qasim, Moham-
mad Shafi Shariyati, Maulana Abdul 
Majid Dar, Maulana Mushtaq Veeri, 
Abdul Rashid Doowoodi, Muhammad 
Yousuf Mir, Mohammad Rafiq Gania, 
Showket Hakeem, Mohammad Hayat 
Bhat, Mehrjudin Nanda, Maulvi Sajad, 
Assadullah Parrey, Noor Muhammad 
Fayaz, Muhammad Yousuf Fallahi, 
Muhammad Ahsan Untoo, Asif Sultan 
and Fahad Shah were languishing in 
different jails of India and IIOJK on 
fake cases imposed on them by Modi 
regime by silencing the voice of right 
to self determination.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Asian Study Group 
(ASG) and the Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) organized 
a comprehensive programme on the 
origin, history, evolution, art, populari-
ty, tradition, and performance of Qaw-
wali to entertain the audience of twin 
cities of Rawalpindi and Islamabad 
here late Tuesday. The show titled 
“The Story of Qawwali”, renowned 
writer, speaker, and ethnomusicolo-
gist Ally Adnan conducted the pro-
gramme, including demonstrations 

and short performances of Qawwali 
by the celebrated Ghayoor-Moiz-Mus-
tafa Qawwal and Party. It covered top-
ics including the origin and evolution 
of qawwali, the various genres and 
forms, Amir Khusrau’s contribution, 
the etiquette of participating in a per-
formance and the essential elements. 
In shedding light on Sufism, the music 
of Pakistan and Northern India em-
phasis was put on the importance for 
us to educate the world about the rich, 
syncretic culture of South Asia. (APP)

MULTAN: First Lady Begum Samina 
Arif Alvi performed ground break-
ing to kickstart work on phase-II 
of a major social welfare initiative 
of Taaray Zameen Per (TZP) trust 
to build homes for the poor home-
less people here Wednesday. Ad-
dressing the ceremony she said, 
she was delighted to lay foundation 
of second phase of shelter homes 

(Dar-ul-Sukoon) to provide 36 more 
homes to the poor destitute people 
like widows and those who survive 
under the porous roofs of husk cot-
tages. She appreciated Fadia Kashif, 
the Chief Executive Officer of TZP 
Trust, for the social welfare initia-
tives the trust was undertaking in 
aid of the downtrodden segments of 
society. (APP)

Life term awarded to three 
accused in murder case

Two women hurt as  
ceiling of roof caved in

DC visits various  
areas of Daska

Four dacoits arrested

DC pays surprise visit to 
DHQ hospital

SARGODHA: Additional District 
& Sessions Judge,Sargodha Mu-
hammad Riaz Bhatti on Wednesday 
awarded life imprisonment to three 
accused involved in murder case. 
According to prosecution,Nasrul-
lah,Ashraf,Ejaz,Faizan,Adnan Ali 
and Shehbaz r/o Khan Muhammad-
wala killed Shoaib (25) for honour 
on 23 July 2021. Bhera police ar-
rested the accused and presented 
challans in court. After completing 
arguments,the learned Judge found 
Nasrullah,Ashraf and Ejaz guilty 
and awarded life imprisonment to 
them while acquitted others three 
giving them the benefit of doubt. 
(APP)

MULTAN: At least two women sus-
tained injuries as the ceiling of the 
roof caved in at Farrukh town fertil-
izer factory here on Wednesday. Ac-
cording to Rescue 1122 officials, the 
ceiling collapsed due to a short cir-
cuit and leakage of gas. As a result, 
two women Firdos, wife of Allah 
Ditta, and Reehana, wife of Akhtar, 
sustained injuries. Upon receiv-
ing the information, rescue teams 
rushed to the spot and shifted the 
injured to Nishtar hospital. (APP)

SIALKOT: Deputy Commissioner Si-
alkot Adnan Mehmood Awan visited 
various areas of Daska. According to 
the spokesperson here on Wednes-
day, Deputy Commissioner Sialkot 
Adnan Mehmood Awan met the rep-
resentatives of civil societies at Daska 
Rest House and thanked them for col-
lecting relief items worth 1.1 million 
for the earthquake victims of Turkiye 
and Syria and for depositing 1.3 mil-
lion rupees in the Prime Minister’s 
Relief Fund. He said that whenever 
Pakistan faced natural calamities in 
the past, the people of Turkiye pro-
vided full assistance to Pakistan and 
never left us alone. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Nishatabad police ar-
rested four dacoits of a gang includ-
ing ring leader and recovered looted 
motorcycles, weapons and other items 
from their possession. Police spokes-
man said here on Wednesday that the 
team on a tip-off conducted raid and 
succeeded in arresting 4 active mem-
bers of a dacoit gang including ring 
leader Aurangzaib, Shakeel, Bilal and 
Ahsan who were wanted by the police 
in a number of dacoity, robbery, theft 
and other cases. The police recovered 
two motorcycles,four pistols, cash and 
mobile phones from them,while further 
investigation was underway.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Deputy Commission-
er (DC) Rawalpindi Hasan Waqar 
Cheema paid a surprise visit to Dis-
trict Headquarters (DHQ) Hospital 
here on Tuesday night and inspected 
various departments of the hospital 
including emergency ward and med-
ical store. The DC also checked the 
attendance register of the doctors 
and paramedical staff. He strictly 
instructed that all the employees 
should not only ensure their atten-
dance at their place of posting but 
also perform their duties diligently. 
(APP)
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Russian crude exports soar ahead of output cut – Bloomberg

Russian trade with Gulf state hits record high – official

Microsoft inks Nvidia game deal to assuage regulators over Activision merger

Saudi Arabia’s Ma’aden and Bahrain’s Alba explore  
ways to strengthen cooperation in ESG

Stellantis to buy back US$1.5bil shares after record year

Egypt to sell stakes in state-owned hotels once assessment  
process is complete: Minister

NZ hikes rates 0.5% despite cyclone’s economic blow

SAMI’s new ‘Center of Excellence’ to be up and running by 2025: CEO

MOSCOW: Shipments of Russian 
seaborne crude surged last week 
as buyers rushed to fill up stocks 
days before the world’s third largest 
producer is due to slash oil output, 
Bloomberg reported on Tuesday. Ex-
ports from Russia’s Baltic, Black Sea, 
Arctic, and Pacific terminals jumped 
by 26% compared to the previous 
week, reaching a total of 25.2 million 
tons of crude or 3.6 million barrels 
a day in the seven days to February 

17. Earlier this month, Moscow an-
nounced it would voluntarily reduce 
oil production in March by 500,000 
barrels per day, as it halts sales to 

buyers that comply with a West-
ern-imposed price ceiling. Numer-
ous Western analysts interpreted the 
move as unavoidable and a forced 
decision, although the flow data indi-
cate that Russia’s oil output cut was 
rather a policy of choice, Bloomberg 
claimed. Large volumes of crude, in-
cluding oil that previously went to Po-
land and Germany by pipelines, were 
shipped from Russian ports on Euro-
pean tankers. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia’s trade turnover 
with the United Arab Emirates is 
expanding rapidly and reached all-
time highs last year, Russian Deputy 
Prime Minister Denis Manturov, who 
serves as trade and industry minister, 
announced on Monday. Economic co-
operation has grown despite Western 
sanctions against Moscow, with trade 
turnover surging by 68% to $9 billion 
in 2022, the minister told reporters 
on the sidelines of the international 

defense exhibition IDEX 2023 in Abu 
Dhabi. “The partnership between our 
countries is on the rise, and this pos-
itive trend is reflected in the statistics 

of Russian-UAE trade,” Manturov 
stated, adding that economic coop-
eration had reached new heights. He 
noted that the UAE has retained first 
place among Arab countries in terms 
of trade with Russia, with Moscow’s 
exports to Abu Dhabi jumping by 
71% to $8.5 billion dollars. Imports 
increased by 6% to $500 million. The 
development comes as the US is step-
ping up pressure on the Gulf state to 
curb trade with Moscow. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: Microsoft Corp has 
struck a 10-year deal to bring “Call of 
Duty” and other Activision games to 
Nvidia Corp’s gaming platform, if the 
Xbox maker is allowed to complete 
its much-contested US$69 billion 
acquisition of Activision. Regulators 
and competitors like Sony have come 
out hard against the proposed Mic-
rosoft-Activision tie-up, and a Nvidia 
deal could allay concerns by ensur-
ing more ways for consumers to get 
games controlled by Microsoft. Brit-

ain earlier this month said the deal 
could harm gamers by weakening 
the rivalry between Xbox and Play-
Station, resulting in higher prices, 
fewer choices and less innovation for 
millions of players, as well as stifling 
competition in cloud gaming.Micro-
soft President Brad Smith told a news 
conference on Tuesday he was now 

more optimistic of getting the Activi-
sion acquisition done after the Nvidia 
deal and a similar arrangement with 
Nintendo Co Ltd. Phil Eisler, vice 
president and general manager of 
Nvidia’s GeForce Now segment, said 
that titles such that “Call of Duty” will 
not be available on Nvidia’s service 
unless Microsoft acquires Activision 
but that other Microsoft-owned titles 
such as “Minecraft” are covered im-
mediately under the 10-year license 
agreement. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabian Mining Co., 
and Aluminum Bahrain, also known 
as Alba, have agreed to explore ave-
nues for strengthening cooperation in 
various areas including know-how and 
environmental, social, and governance 
standards.  The decision to elevate the 
cooperation between the two compa-
nies was made when Robert Wilt, CEO 
of Ma’aden, along with his delegates, 
met Alba Chairman Shaikh Daij bin 
Salman bin Daij Al Khalifa and its 

CEO Ali Al Baqali at the Bahrain firm’s 
office.  During the meeting, which also 
had the attendance of Alba’s execu-
tives and Deputy CEO Abdulaziz Al 
Harbi, both companies discussed the 
possibility of potential cooperation 
upstream and supply-chain opportuni-

ties. “We are proud of our long-stand-
ing partnership with Ma’aden; we 
also look forward to continuing our 
dialogue on areas of mutual interest 
as we work together to cement our 
positions as responsible aluminum 
producers,” said Al-Khalifa. He added: 
“Such partnerships are what makes 
the Gulf Cooperation Council region a 
hub for responsible primary smelting 
and high-grade metal in the industry.” 
(Agencies)

LONDON: Stellantis NV unveiled a 
share buyback of as much as US$1.5 
billion after posting record full-year 
results driven by high vehicle pric-
es, a strong model lineup and posi-
tive currency effects. The purchases, 
which follow Mercedes-Benz AG and 
BMW AG, will be done in the open 
market until the end of the year, 
the maker of Jeep SUVs and Peu-
geot cars said Wednesday. Stellan-
tis also said it expects another year 
of double-digit returns, even as the 

company continues to battle parts 
shortages and logistics challenges. 
There has been “some improvement 
in our outbound transportation but 
it’s not complete yet,” CFO Richard 
Palmer said on a call with report-
ers. Carmakers are still struggling to 
source enough parts, with logistics 

problems adding to the fray to de-
lay deliveries. Truck driver and train 
shortages during the second half left 
thousands of cars stuck around at 
Stellantis’s Sochaux plant in eastern 
France, with peer Volkswagen AG 
also reporting that disruptions left 
it with a glut of unsold vehicles. The 
difficulties in getting vehicles to car 
buyers are adding to manufacturers’ 
already long order books they say 
will buffer against a slowing global 
economy. (Agencies)

RIYADH: International companies 
are determining the value of Egypt’s 
state-owned hotels before the govern-
ment sells stakes in these properties 
to strategic investors, according to 
the country’s public enterprise sec-
tor minister. The sale of state assets 
gained new urgency after the war 
in Ukraine triggered heavy foreign 
investment outflows from Egyptian 
financial markets. “A private compa-

ny was established, with the holding 
companies of the tourism and hotels 
sector, along with the Egyptian Gen-
eral Company for Tourism and Ho-

tels, having a large share in it. This 
move aims to transfer the govern-
ment hotels to the newly established 
company,” Mahmoud Esmat said in 
an interview with Asharq. He add-
ed: “The Sovereign Fund of Egypt is 
working on marketing the govern-
ment hotels. It has also offered 20 
percent of these assets to strategic in-
vestors, along with stakes in the stock 
market.” (Agencies)

WELLINGTON: New Zealand’s central 
bank raised interest rates by 50 basis 
points (0.5%) to a more than 14-year 
high of 4.75% on Wednesday and said 
it expects to keep tightening further, as 
inflation remains too high, a hawkish sig-
nal that sent the local dollar surging. The 
Reserve Bank of New Zealand (RBNZ) 

said it was too early to assess the policy 
implications of the recent devastating cy-
clone and floods in the country’s North 
Island and expects to look past the short-
term price pressures stemming from the 
weather events. The RBNZ continues to 
expect the cash rate to peak at 5.5% in 
2023, according to the monetary policy 

statement accompanying the rate deci-
sion. “While there are early signs of price 
pressure easing, core consumer price 
inflation remains too high, employment 
is still beyond its maximum sustainable 
level, and near-term inflation expecta-
tions remain elevated,” the central bank 
said in a statement. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is set to create 
hundreds more jobs in the defense 
sector as Saudi Arabian Military In-
dustries’ new ‘Land System Center 
of Excellence’ becomes operational 
in the next two years, the company’s 
CEO told Arab News. Speaking ex-
clusively on the sidelines of the Inter-
national Defence Exhibition in Abu 
Dhabi, Walid Abukhaled said the lat-
est project by the company is designed 

to boost the defense industry in Saudi 
Arabia. “What we announced is the 
design phase of the facilities. We have 
got board approval, we have got the 
support, and we are moving forward 
with our plan,” he said. The SAMI 
CEO said the latest center will focus 
on developing land system vehicles 
including four-by-fours, six-by-sixes, 
and eight-by-eights. The center is part 
of the drive to make SAMI one of the 

top 25 defense companies globally by 
2030 – an ambition that is increasing-
ly likely thanks to the support from 
the leadership of the Kingdom, ac-
cording to Abukhaled. Last year, the 
firm joined forces with global firm 
Lockheed Martin to begin work on 
a Composites Manufacturing Center 
of Excellence to boost Saudi Arabia’s 
aerospace manufacturing capabili-
ties. (Agencies)

Wall Street suffers worst day of 2023

French energy giant sues Gazprom

Toyota to start EV production in the US in 2025

NYSE sets sights on Southeast Asia, India

Domino’s shares plunge as customers shun price hikes

HK budget aims to lift economy, halt brain drain

WASHINGTON: US stock markets 
suffered extended losses on Tuesday, 
as investors brace for further key in-
terest rate hikes by the Federal Re-
serve, following the most recent data 
on inflation and an unfavorable retail 
outlook. According to trading data, the 
Dow Jones Industrial Average closed 
nearly 700 points down at 33,129, 
dropping 2.06% in its worst downturn 
since December 15. The S&P 500 fell 
2%, also its biggest decline since De-
cember 15, to close at 3,997. All indi-
ces ended lower, while consumer dis-
cretionary stocks suffered the steepest 

drop, 3.3%. The Nasdaq Composite 
fell by 2.50% to 11,492. While US 
stocks initially rallied in early 2023, 
they have lost momentum amid fur-
ther rate-hike fears. The market-wide 
drop came ahead of the Fed’s release 
of the minutes from its January 31 to 
February 1 meeting, where the regula-
tor hiked rates by 25 basis points. The 
market believes the central bank will 
raise rates by another 25 basis points 
when it meets in March, and again in 
May, but is awaiting the minutes to see 
what the Fed has to say about its fur-
ther policy.(Agencies)

PARIS: French utilities company En-
gie announced on Tuesday it has ini-
tiated an arbitration procedure against 
Russia’s Gazprom over its non-com-
pliance with gas delivery obligations. 
The Paris-based firm said it wanted 
payment of contractual penalties as 
well as compensation for damages 
resulting from the supply halt. Gaz-
prom said it stopped natural gas de-
liveries in August after the French side 
failed to pay for July deliveries in full. 
“This arbitration procedure is due to 
the significant delivery shortages by 
Gazprom Export LLC to Engie as of 
mid-June 2022, followed by Gazprom 
Export LLC’s unilateral decision at the 
end of summer 2022 to reduce its de-
liveries to Engie due to a disagreement 
between the parties…” the company 

stated in its annual report. In August, 
Gazprom announced that it had cut off 
gas supplies to the French firm, which 
had failed to pay for July gas deliveries 
in full. Gazprom informed Engie that it 
would cease the gas deliveries starting 
September 1 until the moment it gets 
the payment for the already supplied 
gas. Making any further gas deliveries 
without receiving a full payment for 
the previous supply is impossible un-
der Russian law.(Agencies)

NAGOYA: Toyota Motor will start 
producing electric vehicles in Ken-
tucky as early as the summer of 2025, 
Nikkei learned today, as the Japanese 
automaker tries to capture the grow-
ing demand for clean energy cars. 
Toyota has already planned to open 
a battery plant in North Carolina by 
around 2025, which will allow it to 
make EVs entirely in the country, from 
the production of key components to 
the final assembly. It had previously 
said it would invest up to ¥870 billion 
in Japan and the US to manufacture 
batteries. Toyota is aiming to produce 

about 200,000 EVs in the US annually 
from 2026 onward, as part of its plan 
to supply one million EVs, or around 
10% of its total sales, globally by that 
time. The automaker has said it will 
make EVs in Japan, China and India. 
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: The New York Stock 
Exchange (NYSE) will be spending 
more time in Southeast Asia and In-
dia in 2023 to court companies plan-
ning US initial public offerings in 
the next few years, its global head of 
capital markets, Michael Harris, told 
DealStreetAsia. “It won’t be the last 
time that we’ll be in Southeast Asia. 
It’s going to continue to be a focus,” 
said Harris over a Zoom call from 
New York. “We will likely be out there 
a couple more times this year … as 
well as other parts of Asia throughout 
the course of the year.” The NYSE al-
ready has a presence across key Asian 
cities such as Beijing, Hong Kong and 
Singapore. Harris and his team are 
likely to make further visits to India, 

Indonesia and Vietnam in the coming 
months, spending more time on the 
ground with potential IPO candidates.
The NYSE’s increased focus on the re-
gion comes amid a slow period for IPO 
markets globally. According to the EY 
Global IPO Trends Report 2022, there 
were 1,333 IPOs raising US$179.5 
billion globally, marking a 45% dip in 
offerings and a 61% drop in proceeds 
year-on-year. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Shares of Domino’s Pizza 
Enterprises Ltd plummeted the most on 
record in Sydney after the pizza chain 
operator said its first-half earnings fell 
as customers spurned price increases 
meant to offset inflationary pressures. 
The stock tanked as much as 25% on 
Wednesday after the Australia-based 
company said price hikes have hurt 
customer counts, especially in Europe 
and Asia. A key measure of the firm’s 
earnings in the six months to December 
tumbled 21% from a year ago, accord-
ing to a company statement. Domino’s 
woes reflect the pain rising inflation is 
inflicting on both consumers and cor-

porations. It’s the latest among a slew of 
Australian companies flagging inflation 
concerns during the country’s Febru-
ary earnings season. BHP Group Ltd 
on Tuesday said mounting energy and 
labour costs damped its results, while 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia ear-
lier this month noted that it has set aside 
more capital cushions as consumers 
feel the pinch from higher price pres-
sures. In response to the price increas-
es, some Domino’s customers “reduced 
their ordering frequency which resulted 
in December trading being significantly 
below our expectations,” CEO Don Meij 
said in the statement. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Hong Kong on 
Wednesday announced a new bud-
get with tax cuts, spending vouchers 
and other measures aimed at boost-
ing an economy hurt by years of pan-
demic isolation, and repairing the 
city’s international image. Financial 
Secretary Paul Chan also forecast 
that Hong Kong’s economy, which 
contracted by 3.5% last year, would 
rebound by between 3.5% and 5.5% 
in 2023, as officials work to halt a 
talent exodus, draw fresh investment 
and develop the city’s technology sec-
tor. Under the new 761 billion Hong 

Kong dollar (US$97 billion) budget, 
the government will give cash hand-
outs of up to HK$5,000 to millions 
of adult residents, while cutting tax-
es on salaries and corporate profits. 
Hundreds of millions will be spent 
on programmes to lure back tourists 
and business travellers, Chan said, 
after the city’s strict virus curbs shut 
it off from the world for nearly three 
years. Scores of restaurants and other 
businesses closed their doors as they 
were squeezed by mobility restric-
tions, which have now been mostly 
dropped. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Today is perfect for mak-
ing sure that you’re on the same 
wavelength as your sweetheart or 
pursuing a new romance if you’re 
currently single. Your positive ener-
gy should help quite a bit!
– TAURUS: Someone close is in a 
big hurry today, but you can tell that 
everyone is better off going slowly. 
This could lead to conflict, of course, 
but you almost certainly have time 
on your side, so wait it out. 
– GEMINI: Let someone know what 
you want. It couldn’t hurt, and they 
might be able to help in ways you 
don’t yet know about. Life is get-
ting sweeter, but you need to help it 
along at least a little.
– CANCER: You could run up against 
restrictions or guidelines that make 
your life harder than it needs to be. 
There might be a way around the 
situation, but you almost certainly 
need expert guidance.
– LEO: You can turn anything into 
a party today, even a boring shift at 
work! Whatever you’re doing, keep 
smiling and invite others to do the 

same. Their gratitude should make 
it all worthwhile.
– VIRGO: You’re in good spirits to-
day, and your playful mood busts 
out more than once when others are 
starting to feel down. It’s a good time 
to plow through boring or repetitive 
tasks while it’s still fun!
– LIBRA: Reach out and offer a com-
promise to that person who seems so 
reluctant to negotiate. It might work 
this time, and that could mean that 
things can finally proceed to some-
where better for both of you.
– SCORPIO: Now is the best time 
for you to start in a new direction, 
though there may be quite a few oth-
er folks doing the same thing! Don’t 
let that worry you, though, because 
you have an edge they don’t.
– SAGITTARIUS: You’re filled with 
potent energy and should be able 
to take on almost any challenge, if 
you even meet any, that is! See if you 
can make progress on a project that 
has been waiting for attention for a 
while.
– CAPRICORN: It’s a good day to 
change passwords. You’re feeling 
the urge to ramp up your security 
somehow, and starting with the com-
puter is sensible. Things should feel 
better by tonight.
– ACQUARIUS: Your energy is 
reaching out to new people and 
causing quite a stir, in a good way! 
You might inspire others to try new 
things or develop ideas that should 
make life much more interesting.
– PISCES: You’re not so sure you un-
derstand what’s going on, because 
most likely you’ve been suffering 
under a delusion for quite some 
time. Clarity will come, but it may 
take a bit more time.
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Haiti qualify for Women’s World Cup for the first time

Documentary relives ‘dream’ Saudi Cup night for Japan

Swiatek and Sabalenka cruise into third round as icon retires at Dubai Tennis C’ships

Woods, McIlroy break ground on high-tech golf league site

Team Abu Dhabi ready for World Championship opener in Indonesia

Swiatek wants WTA to continue push for pay equality

Formula One rewrites the rule on shortened races

AUCKLAND: Haiti qualified for the 
Women’s World Cup for the first time 
with a 2-1 win over Chile in the final 
qualifying playoffs on Wednesday, 
as Melchie Dumonay scored twice at 
North Harbour Stadium in Auckland. 
Haiti will be in Group D at the July 20 to 
Aug 20 World Cup in New Zealand and 
Australia, competing with England, 
Denmark and China. Midfielder Du-
monay opened the scoring at the stroke 
of halftime with a powerful strike into 
the top corner as she finished off a bril-

liant team move and followed it up with 
a celebratory backflip. Striker Rosel-
ord Borgella missed an opportunity 
to add another before the break and 
captain Nerilia Mondesir had a penal-

ty kick saved in the 89th minute after 
Isidora Olave was penalised for a shirt 
pull in the box following a VAR review. 
Mondesir later made amends by setting 
up the second goal for Dumonay, who 
doubled their lead in the eighth minute 
of stoppage time with a low shot into 
the bottom corner. Maria Rojas found 
the net for Chile soon after following a 
goalkeeping error, but it proved to be a 
consolation goal as they failed to secure 
a second successive appearance at the 
World Cup. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Cup organizers have 
released a documentary titled ‘Japa-
nese Domination’ featuring the four 
winning trainers and jockey — looking 
back on Japan’s astonishing four-timer 
at the world’s most valuable race meet-
ing in 2022. Winning jockey, Christo-
phe Lemaire, recalls what he describes 
as a “dream” and something that he 
“couldn’t believe happened” on that 
night at King Abdulaziz Racecourse, 
while Japanese racing journalist Nao-

hiro Goda speaks with winning trainers 
Yoshito Yahagi, Tetsuya Kimura, Toru 
Hayashi and Keisuke Miyata. The short 
film also investigates the reasons be-

hind Japan’s success overseas, as well 
as looking forward to their contenders 
at this year’s Saudi Cup meeting, which 
takes place on Feb. 24-25 Kimura, train-
er of Authority, describes his emotions 
while watching his charge land the 
opening 1351 Turf Sprint: “I think I was 
cool during the race, watching Author-
ity with philosophy. But at the conclu-
sion of the race, I could not control my 
mind and my supressed feelings burst 
out.” (Agencies)

DUBAI: The top two seeds in this 
week’s WTA 1000 field are safely 
through to round three of the Dubai 
Duty Free Tennis Championships 
after making light work of their sec-
ond-round matches on a topsy-turvy 
day for seeded players at Dubai Duty 
Free Tennis Stadium. Following an af-
ternoon session in which three of the 
top seven seeds fell to lower-ranked 
opponents, world No. 1 Iga Swiatek 
safely navigated a potentially tricky 
tie against Leylah Fernandez to keep 
her hopes of back-to-back WTA titles 

alive following her victory in Doha 
last weekend. In front of a Center 
Court crowd who showed support 
for both players, Swiatek raced into a 
4-0 lead and never looked in any real 

danger despite a gutsy display from 
Fernandez. The world No. 1 had too 
much guile, power and speed, dis-
patching Fernandez 6-1 6-1 in just 1 
hr 12 minutes to set up a third-round 
clash with 14th seed Liudmila Sam-
sonova. “That was much tougher 
than the score says. I really needed 
to work hard. The courts here are a 
little faster than Doha, so it took a 
little adjusting but was good in the 
end,” said Swiatek, who was roared 
on by a strong contingent of Polish 
fans. (Agencies)

PALM BEACH GARDENS, Florida: 
Tiger Woods and Rory McIlroy put 
the silver-plated shovels into a pile 
of dirt and left sizable divots. With 
that, their high-tech golf league got 
a bit closer to launch. The ceremoni-
al groundbreaking for the arena that 
will house the league that’s being 
called TGL was held Tuesday at Palm 
Beach State College, with Woods and 
McIlroy — two of the co-founders of 
TMRW Sports — there for the first 
step of actual construction. TMRW — 

pronounced “tomorrow” — says TGL 
play will begin early next year, and 
the league will be in partnership with 
the PGA Tour. Woods and McIlroy, so 

far, have 11 players committed to the 
league. Besides them, the league will 
include world No. 1 Jon Rahm, Justin 
Thomas, Adam Scott, Collin Morika-
wa, Matt Fitzpatrick, Max Homa, Bil-
ly Horschel, Justin Rose and Xander 
Schauffele. That list includes six play-
ers currently ranked 10th or better 
in the world, plus the game’s biggest 
draw in Woods. “In terms of fan ex-
perience, it’s going to be nothing like 
golf has offered before,” McIlroy said. 
(Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Shaun Torrente says 
Team Abu Dhabi are ready for another  
title battle intensified by a three-way 
UAE rivalry when the UIM F1H2O 
World Championship launches its new 
season on a volcanic lake in Indonesia 
at the weekend. Joining forces again 
with veteran Emirati driver Thani Al-
Qemzi, defending champion Torrente 
says the return of Dubai’s Victory 
Team is another welcome develop-
ment as the championship breaks new 
ground in the Grand Prix of Indone-
sia. The 2,218m circuit for Sunday’s 

opening round in North Sumatra is 
set on the volcanic Lake Toba, which 
was created by a huge eruption 70,000 
years ago and has an island almost the 
size of Singapore at its center. Three-

time champion Torrente, who began 
last season with back-to-back victories 
followed by two more podium finish-
es, eventually snatched the drivers’ ti-
tle away from Sweden’s Jonas Anders-
son during a tense finale in Sharjah, 
and he expects more of the same this 
time. “My favorite thing about formu-
la one is that it’s never easy,” he said. 
“I dominated for three quarters of last 
season, but it was still so close at the 
end because a couple of things didn’t 
go our way, with engine problems and 
a crash. (Agencies)

NEW YORK:  World No 1 Iga Swiatek 
said she hopes the governing body of 
the women’s game can do more to boost 
the tour in 2023 and further reduce pay 
disparity between the sexes outside the 
sport’s biggest tournaments. Tennis has 
sought to be a leader in the battle for 
equality in the last couple of decades 
with equal prize money offered to men 
and women at the four Grand Slams. 
WTA Tour events, however, still often 
offer less prize money than those on the 
men’s tour which operates its own cir-
cuit. Swiatek said one of the top priori-

ties for the tour as it celebrates its 50th 
anniversary should be to ensure events 
are more attractive for players, spon-
sors, organisers and fans. “For sure, I’d 
like to see the WTA expanding busi-

ness-wise, getting more popular, cutting 
the difference between WTA and ATP 
in terms of prize money and attracting 
fans,” Swiatek told reporters in Dubai. 
A report in The Financial Times said 
the ATP Tour as of midway through last 
year offered players 75% more prize 
money in tournaments – excluding the 
Grand Slams – than the women’s tour. 
“Our tennis brings the same emotions 
as men’s tennis … There’s something 
you can find in women’s tennis that 
you’re not going to find on the ATP,” 
Swiatek said. (Agencies)

LONDON: Formula One has rewritten 
a rule to ensure reduced points are giv-
en for shortened races after Red Bull’s 
Max Verstappen clinched his second ti-
tle in confusing circumstances last Oc-
tober. The Formula One commission, 
which groups the 10 teams and gov-
erning FIA as well as the commercial 
rights holder, met in London on Tues-
day ahead of next week’s season-open-
ing race in Bahrain. A statement of 
key decisions -- to be rubber-stamped 
by the FIA’s World Motor Sport Coun-
cil -- included a change of wording “to 
ensure that shorter races have reduced 
points even if they don’t finish with a 
suspended race.” Last year’s rain-hit 

Japanese race was halted after two 
laps and resumed more than two hours 
later with 28 of the scheduled 53 laps 
completed. Even Verstappen was un-
sure how many points he had won. It 
turned out to be full points, enough for 
Verstappen to clinch the title with four 
races to spare. The FIA explained at 

the time that the reduced points rule 
only applied to grands prix that were 
suspended and could not be resumed. 
The commission also agreed “to relax 
the regulation of radio messages to and 
from the drivers at all times during a 
competition.” It said a change to wet 
weather tyres had been approved, with 
Pirelli producing a new compound that 
performed better and did not require 
the use of tyre blankets used to get tyres 
up to temperature. This would be intro-
duced from Imola in May. Bahrain, Jed-
dah, Melbourne, Baku and Miami will 
have changes to the Drag Reduction 
System (DRS) zone to make overtak-
ing either easier or harder. (Agencies)

PSG’s Neymar suffers ankle ligament damage

NHL roundup: Ryan O’Reilly’s hat trick leads Leafs

United hike ticket prices for first time in 11 seasons

PARIS: Paris St Germain forward Ney-
mar sustained ankle ligament damage 
in Sunday’s 4-3 Ligue 1 win over Lille, 
the French club said late on Tuesday. 
Brazilian forward Neymar, who scored 
PSG’s second goal in the 17th minute, 
was stretchered off the field in tears 
early in the second half after colliding 
with Lille’s Benjamin Andre and rolling 
his right ankle. “Additional tests today 
have confirmed that Neymar Jr has 
sprained his ankle, with some ligament 
damage. He will undergo further tests 
at the start of next week,” PSG said in 
a statement, without saying how long 

Neymar would be out of action. PSG 
play away to Marseille on Sunday be-
fore hosting Nantes on March 4. They 
then travel to Bayern Munich for the 
March 8 second leg of a Champions 
League last-16 tie as PSG look to over-
turn a 1-0 deficit. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Ryan O’Reilly had three 
goals and an assist as the visiting To-
ronto Maple Leafs defeated the Buffalo 
Sabres 6-3 Tuesday night. O’Reilly’s 
goals -- his first since joining Toron-
to in a trade with St. Louis last Friday 
-- marked his fourth career hat trick. 
Mitchell Marner earned his career-best 
fifth assist of the game on the play, 
making him the first NHL player to log 
five assists in a game this season. John 
Tavares added a goal and three assists, 
William Nylander had a goal and an 
assist, and Michael Bunting also scored 
for Toronto. Ilya Samsonov made 29 
saves for the win, Toronto’s third in 
four games. Alex Tuch had a goal and 
an assist for Buffalo. Jack Quinn and 
Jeff Skinner also scored for the Sabres, 
who were returning from a 2-1-0 road 
trip and had won two straight. Oilers 4, 
Flyers 2 Connor McDavid netted two 
goals and tallied one assist while Leon 
Draisaitl scored once in a three-point 
game as host Edmonton snapped a 
four-game losing streak with a win over 

Philadelphia. Draisaitl, who potted ca-
reer point No. 700, has collected nine 
points (five goals, four assists) during 
a six-game point streak. With his assist 
on Draisaitl’s goal, McDavid reached 
the 800-point mark in his 545th game, 
becoming the fifth-youngest player in 
league history to reach that milestone. 
Tyson Barrie also scored for the Oilers. 
Stuart Skinner made 23 saves. Noah 
Cates and Owen Tippett replied for 
the Flyers, who have one win in their 
last six outings. Carter Hart stopped 23 
shots. Blackhawks 3, Golden Knights 
2 (SO) Tyler Johnson scored the tying 
goal on a six-on-four power play with 
55 seconds left and then scored the 
game-winner in a shootout to lead Chi-
cago over visiting Vegas. (Agencies)

MANCHESTER: Manchester United 
have raised adult tickets prices by 5% 
for next term after keeping them fro-
zen for 11 seasons, the Premier League 
club announced on Monday. The rise 
is due to the higher cost of staging 
matches, which has jumped by 40% in 
the last five years and 11% in the last 
12 months, United added. “…the mod-
est increase in price for the 2023/24 

season is necessary to enable the club 
to operate on a sustainable basis,” the 
club said in a statement. “We have kept 
price increases well below the current 
rate of inflation… Ticket prices at Old 
Trafford – along with match-day food 
and drink prices – will continue to be 
among the most affordable in the Pre-
mier League”. The club added they will 
keep season ticket prices for under-16s 
and young people frozen, as well as the 
50% discount for season ticket holders 
aged 65 and over. United, owned by the 
American Glazer family, are current-
ly considering a sale, with confirmed 
bids from INEOS’ British billionaire 
Jim Ratcliffe as well as Sheikh Jassim 
Bin Hamad Al Thani, son of the former 
prime minister of Qatar. (Agencies)
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More than 50 people trapped in China mine  
collapse: state media

High-risk volcano search for Philippine  
plane with 4 aboard

Blinken pledges long-term aid for Turkiye after 
devastating earthquakes

Military warns: Weakening the judiciary will allow 
Israeli officers, politicians to be tried in Europe

US Navy blames Rookie pilot for disastrous F-35 crash 
that saw jet plummet into South China sea

BEIJING: At least 57 people are 
missing after a coal mine collapsed 
in northern China’s Inner Mongolia 
region on Wednesday, state media 
reported. The incident occurred 
in Alxa League in the western part 
of the region, the state-run outlet 
CGTN said on Twitter. State news 
agency Xinhua said three people had 
been lifted out of the mine, two of 
whom showed “no vital signs.” Res-
cue personnel have been dispatched 
to the scene, according to Xinhua. 
State broadcaster CCTV reported 
that a collapse had occurred over a 
“wide area” of a shaft operated by 
the Xinjing Coal Mining Compa-
ny. “A number of working staff and 
vehicles have been buried,” CCTV 
reported. Mine safety in China has 
improved in recent decades, as has 
media coverage of major incidents, 

many of which were once over-
looked. But accidents still occur fre-
quently in an industry where safety 
protocols are often lax, especially at 
the most rudimentary sites. Some 40 
people were working underground 
when a gold mine in the northwest-
ern Xinjiang region collapsed in 
December. In 2021, 20 miners were 
rescued from a flooded coal mine in 
northern Shanxi province while two 
others died. (Agencies)

MANILA: Philippine authorities said 
Monday they would verify whether 
the wreckage of a small plane spotted 
near the crater of a restive volcano 
was that of a Cessna aircraft that went 
missing with four people on board 
over the weekend. The Cessna 340, 
which was bound for Manila, took off 
from Albay province southeast of the 
capital Saturday morning with two 
Filipino pilots and two Australian pas-
sengers but has not been heard from 
since then, the Civil Aviation Authori-
ty of the Philippines said. The Austra-
lians were working for a geothermal 
power company, officials said. Mayor 
Carlos Baldo of Albay’s Camalig town 
and other officials told reporters Sun-
day that, during an aerial search, au-
thorities spotted the suspected wreck-
age, including the tail, scattered about 
1,150 feet (350 meters) near the crater 
on the southwestern slope of Mayon 
Volcano but there was no indication 
of people. Eric Apolonio, spokesper-

son of the government’s civil aviation 
authority, said experts and investiga-
tors from the agency would have to 
examine the wreckage to determine 
if it was the missing Cessna plane 
with registry number RP-C2080 and 
to determine the fate of the four peo-
ple on board. A ground search was 
hampered by rainy weather over 
the weekend and dozens of search 
and rescue personnel may scale the 
8,077-foot (2,462-meter) Mayon if the 
weather clears Monday. The search 
teams would have to be closely moni-
tored by volcano experts and local of-
ficials given the restiveness of Mayon, 
one of the country’s 24 active volca-
noes. (Agencies)

ANTAKYA, Turkiye: US Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said during a 
trip to Turkiye that Washington will 
help Turkiye “for as long as it takes” 
after earthquakes rocked the country 
two weeks ago, as authorities carried 
out widescale demolitions of dam-
aged buildings. The United States 
has sent a search and rescue team 
to Turkiye, along with medical sup-
plies, concrete-breaking machinery 
and additional funding of $85 million 
in humanitarian aid that also cov-
ers Syria. Turkish Foreign Minister 

Mevlut Cavusoglu said there was no 
need to wait for a disaster and diffi-
cult times to improve relations with 
the United States, speaking after 
talks with Blinken. Cavusoglu, along-
side Blinken, told a news conference 
that it was not possible for Turki-
ye to buy US F-16 warplanes with 
pre-conditions and that he believed 
the issue can be overcome if the US 
administration maintains a decisive 
stance. “The United States and Tur-
kiye do not agree on every issue but 
it is a partnership that has withstood 
against challenges,” Blinken told a 
joint news conference with Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
in Ankara. Total US humanitarian 
assistance to support the earthquake 
response in Turkiye and Syria has 
reached $185 million, the US State 
Department has said. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: The Israeli Military Prose-
cution warned that the plan to weak-
en the judiciary that Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s government is proceeding 
with will expose senior Israeli mili-
tary and political officials to criminal 
trials in Europe for war crimes. Israeli 
Public Broadcasting Corporation Kan 
11 said yesterday evening that the Is-
raeli Military Prosecution has inten-
sified the warnings in recent weeks, 
during sessions of the Constitution, 
Law and Judiciary Committee in the 
Knesset. The judicial advisers from 
the Mossad and Shin Bet agencies, 
and the Military Prosecutor in the 
Israeli army, also expressed these 
warnings. The channel reported that 
senior officials in the Ministry of Jus-
tice that specialise in international 
law, issued the same warnings, and 
made it clear during the parliamen-
tary committee session that the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC) in The 
Hague operates based on the princi-
ple that cases related to war crimes 

are considered only in the event of a 
rejection of a particular state to ques-
tion local officials. Under the planned 
reforms, the Supreme Court will be 
prohibited from interfering with basic 
laws, even those that the court deems 
to be unconstitutional and inconsis-
tent with other laws. It also stipulates 
that judges nominated for the High 
Court be summoned to a hearing in 
the Constitution, Law and Judiciary 
Committee in the Knesset and allows 
supreme judges to be appointed by 
the government. The amendments 
also require the appointment of a fe-
male representative for each of the 
three authorities in the Judges Selec-
tion Committee. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The pilot the mil-
itary says was at fault was report-
edly on his first deployment when 
the January 2022 mishap unfolded 
and resulted in the costly jet sinking 
into the South China Sea. A crash 
which left six US Navy sailors in-
jured and left an F-35C Lighting II 
Joint Strike Fighter at the bottom of 
the South China Sea was caused by 

a mistake made by the pilot during 
landing, a Navy investigation found. 
“The mishap pilot (MP) attempt-
ed an expedited recovery breaking 
overhead the carrier, an approved 
and common maneuver, but the MP 
had never performed this maneuver 
before and it reduced the amount of 
time to configure the aircraft and 
conduct landing checks,” investiga-

tors claimed. “As a result of the com-
pressed timeline and the MP’s lack 
of familiarity with the maneuver, 
the MP lost situational awareness 
and failed to complete his landing 
checklist,” the recently-released re-
port concludes. According to the US 
Naval Institute, “the investigation 
found that the F-35C pilot… was on 
his first deployment.” (Agencies)

COMMANDER  
ESTATES

Property Consultants

Lt Cdr (R)

Asmat Ullah Tariq 
CEO

Authorized Dealer for

- DHA Peshawar
- New Peshawar Valley

0345-8282666

0336-8282666

UG-356 Deans Trade  
Center, Peshawar Cantt.

commanderestates@gmail.com

CLASSIFIED

MILK
•  100% Pure and Farm Fresh Whole Milk

•  Freshly packed pollution and dust free

• No preservatives and no harmful medications

Also provide:

Desi GheeCheese Yogurt

Pure Honey Mutton/Beef ChickenDesi Eggs

0336-9036364

ESTB: 2020

No UN vote Monday  
on Israel settlements –  

diplomats

September 11 victims  
cannot seize Afghan Cen-
tral Bank assets - US judge

UNITED NATIONS: The United Arab 
Emirates told the UN Security Council 
that it will not call a vote on Monday 
on a draft resolution demanding Isra-
el “immediately and completely cease 
all settlement activities in the occu-
pied Palestinian territory,” according 
to a note seen by Reuters. “Given the 
positive talks between the parties, we 
are now working on a draft PRST 
(presidential statement) which would 
garner consensus,” the note, send on 
Sunday, said. “Accordingly, there will 
not be a vote on the draft resolution 
on Monday. Much of the language of 
the PRST will be drawn from the draft 
resolution.” (Agencies)

NEW YORK: A US judge, on Tuesday, 
said victims of the September 11, 2001, 
attacks are not entitled to seize bil-
lions of dollars of assets belonging to 
Afghanistan’s Central Bank to satisfy 
court judgments they obtained against 
the Taliban, Reuters reports. US Dis-
trict Judge, George Daniels, in Man-
hattan said he was “constitutionally 
restrained” from finding that the Tali-
ban was Afghanistan’s legitimate gov-
ernment, a requirement for attaching 
assets belonging to the Central Bank, 
Da Afghanistan Bank. “The judgment 
creditors are entitled to collect on their 
default judgments and be made whole 
for the worst terrorist attack in our 
nation’s history, but they cannot do 
so with the funds of the Central Bank 
of Afghanistan,” Daniels wrote. The 
decision is a defeat for four groups of 
creditors that sued many defendants, 
including Al-Qaeda, they held respon-
sible for the September 11 attacks, and 
obtained default judgments after the 
defendants failed to show up in court. 
Lawyers for the groups had no imme-
diate comment, or did not immediate-
ly respond to requests for comment. 
Daniels adopted findings of US Mag-
istrate Judge, Sarah Netburn, who had 
last August also recommended that the 
creditors not recover from the Afghan 
Bank. (Agencies)

Israeli reforms would undermine judiciary, UN rights chief says
GENEVA: The United Nations’ hu-
man rights chief on Tuesday voiced 
concern that a proposed overhaul of 
Israel’s judicial system would “dras-
tically undermine” the ability of the 
judiciary to uphold human rights and 
the rule of law. Israel’s parliament is 
pushing ahead with changes promoted 
by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu’s religious-nationalist government 
which it says are needed to rein in ac-
tivist judges who intervene in politics. 
The proposals, which have sparked 
mass protests, could increase the gov-
ernment’s sway in choosing judges and 
set limits on the Supreme Court’s abili-

ty to strike down legislation. “Breaking 
from decades of settled practice, such 
a law would drastically undermine the 
ability of the judiciary to vindicate indi-
vidual rights and to uphold the rule of 
law as an effective institutional check 
on executive and legislative power,” 
said UN High Commissioner for Hu-

man Rights Volker Turk. His statement 
added that the changes would create 
greater political influence over the judi-
cial selection system. “We will not ac-
cept moral preaching from those who 
ignore blatant human rights violations 
in Syria, Iran, the Palestinian Authority, 
and Gaza, and attack Israel, the only 
democracy in the Middle East, more 
than any other country,” said Israel’s 
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen in response 
to Turk’s comments. Israel’s ambassa-
dor to the United Nations in Geneva, 
Meirav Eilon Shahar, has said a previ-
ous statement from Turk showed prej-
udice. (Agencies)

Moroccans defy ban 
to protest surging cost 

of living

Quran The Only  
religious text protected 

from burning by 
Swedish police

RABAT: Moroccan trade union activ-
ists protested Sunday in the capital 
Rabat and other cities to denounce 
surging costs of food and fuel, defy-
ing a government ban against march-
es. Protesters from the Democratic 
Labour Confederation (CDT) staged 
rallies outside their offices in Rabat 
and Casablanca as well as other cit-
ies “following the decision of the au-
thorities to ban marches,” senior CDT 
member Rajae Kassab said. Morocco 
banned marches due to a “health state 
of emergency” put in place during the 
Covid-19 pandemic and still in force, 
according to a letter from the interior 
ministry to CDT, which was seen by 
AFP. In Rabat, several dozen demon-
strators surrounded by police officers 
chanted slogans against “the deteri-
oration of purchasing power.” “We 
came... to alert officials to the tense 
social situation,” CDT official Rachid 
Lemhares told AFP. Morocco has seen 
months of rising prices and growing 
calls for caps on energy firms’ profits. 
Soaring costs of food in recent days 
have provoked stiff criticism from 
trade unions, the opposition and the 
media. Inflation peaked at 8.3 percent 
at the end of 2022, fueled by the ef-
fects of the war in Ukraine and shifts 
in global supply chains, according to 
the World Bank. (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: The lengthy politi-
cal waltz around Quran-burning is 
a perfect illustration of Sweden’s di-
lemma between the country’s quest 
to join NATO without losing face and 
keeping its commitment to declared 
ideals such as freedom of speech. In 
the wake of the recent turmoil, Swed-
ish police have begun to ban Quran 
burnings for safety reasons. Religious 
books other than the Quran are not 
covered by the ban, according to in-
ternal police documents obtained by 
the Swedish press. Last week, the 
Swedish police, in talks with the na-
tion’s Security Police, announced that 
from now on they will consistently 
deny applications for public gather-
ings where Quran-burning is planned. 
Although admitting that it constitutes 
a restriction of free speech, the police 
justified the move by citing a poten-
tial increase in the terrorist threat 
against the Nordic country. In recent 
weeks, Scandinavia saw a series of 
Quran-burnings (alongside several 
rejected applications), and Sweden’s 
Security Police called this activity 
a threat to Swedish society, as per-
ceived violations against Muslims 
and Islam constitute motives for at-
tacks against Sweden and “Swedish 
interests abroad”. Though the ban 
apparently covers the Quran alone, 
other holy books have been in focus 
recently as well. (Agencies)


