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ANKARA: Authorities have com-
pleted 80 percent of the damage 
assessment in the earthquake zone 
in southern Turkiye after the pow-
erful 6 February tremors, the coun-
try’s Environment Minister said on 
Thursday, Anadolu News Agency 
reports. “The rest will be completed 
quickly in the coming days,” Murat 
Kurum, Environment, Urbanisa-
tion and Climate Change Minister, 
told Anadolu’s Editors’ Desk in the 
quake-hit Adiyaman province. A to-
tal of 7,300 personnel are working 
to evaluate the damage caused by 
the twin quakes which jolted more 
than a dozen provinces, he said. 
The Institution also said destruction 
or damage was reported in around 
164,000 buildings and 518,000 indi-
vidual units. The 7.7 and 7.6 mag-
nitude earthquakes, centered in 
the Kahramanmaras province, also 
shook Gaziantep, Hatay, Adiyaman, 
Malatya, Kilis, Adana, Diyarbakir, 
Osmaniye, Sanliurfa and Elazig. 

Some 13.5 million people were af-
fected by the quakes. Most of the de-
stroyed buildings were built before 
1999, the Institution said, adding no 
inspection was carried out in these 
buildings. He also showed a detailed 
map of the fault line affecting the 
areas in Adiyaman, saying author-
ities “will examine ground quality 
for soil-related liquefaction” to un-
derstand the massive destruction 

in the city centre. More than 43,000 
people have been killed in the dead-
ly earthquakes in Turkiye according 
to the country’s disaster manage-
ment agency, AFAD. President Re-
cep Tayyip Erdogan said Turkiye 
will begin constructing more than 
200,000 homes as early as March in 
areas devastated by the quakes and 
complete the process within a year. 
(Agencies)
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TEHRAN: A helicopter carrying Ira-
nian Sports Minister Hamid Sajjadi 
crashed while landing in the southern 
part of the country on Thursday. Ac-
cording to local authorities, the min-
ister’s adviser was killed in the crash, 
while the top official himself, as well 
as other passengers and crew mem-
bers, sustained minor injuries and 
have been taken to the hospital. The 

accident took place while the aircraft 
was landing at the sports complex in 
the city of Baft. Local governor Mo-
hammad Mehdi Fadakar said that the 
aircraft had 12 passengers on board. 
Citing an eyewitness, the IRNA news 
agency reported that Sajjadi appeared 
to be in “good condition.” Meanwhile, 
his adviser, Esmail Ahmadi, died in the 
crash. Photos and videos released by 
local media outlets show a helicopter 
turned over on its roof, with no signs 
of fire or smoke. The helicopter also 
seems to have lost its trail. Other pic-
tures show a sizable crowd not far 
from the aircraft’s wreck, as well as 
emergency services vehicles parked 
nearby. (Agencies)

BEIRUT: Longtime central bank 
governor Riad Salameh, his brother 
Raja and one of his assistants have 
been charged with money launder-
ing, embezzlement, and illicit enrich-
ment, a senior judicial source said on 
Thursday. The charges come after an 
18-month investigation into whether 
Salameh and his brother embezzled 
more than $300 million from Leb-
anon’s Central Bank between 2002 
and 2015. Judicial authorities in at 
least five European countries are in-
vestigating Salameh and his brother 
Raja on the same allegations. The 
Salameh brothers have denied the 
charges. The governor did not imme-
diately respond to a Reuters request 
for comment. He has dismissed ac-
cusations of illicit enrichment as part 
of an effort to scapegoat him for Leb-
anon’s financial collapse, which has 
brought new scrutiny to his three-de-
cade tenure. Lebanese judge Raja 
Hamoush filed the charges against 

the Salameh brothers and an adviser 
Marianne Hoayek on Thursday. The 
preliminary investigation carried out 
by Lebanon’s judiciary was complet-
ed in June 2022 but had since stalled. 
The country’s prosecutor Ghassan 
Oueidat had at the time referred Sal-
ameh and a number of unidentified 
associates to a Beirut prosecutor to 
file charges including illicit enrich-
ment, embezzlement, money laun-
dering and tax evasion. But the pros-
ecutor recused himself and was later 
removed from the case following a 
complaint from Salameh. Oueidat 
said in January he was planning on 
naming a new prosecutor to take the 
case forward. Salameh, central bank 
governor since 1993, still enjoys 
backing from powerful Lebanese 
leaders. Many judges largely owe 
their appointments to politicians. 
Salameh’s current term is set to end 
in July. He said he will not seek to 
stay on. (Agencies)

TEL AVIV: A Foreign Ministry state-
ment said the move came after months 
of talks with Oman, as flying through 
the Omani airspace will shorten the 
duration of Israeli flights to Asian des-
tinations by more than 2 hours and 
eventually will reduce the flight tick-
ets’ prices for Israelis or users of Israeli 
airline companies. “This is a historic 
decision that will shorten the road to 
Asia, lower costs for Israeli citizens, 
and help Israeli airlines to be more 

competitive,” Foreign Minister, Eli Co-
hen said. He thanked the United States 
for its engagement in the talks that led 
to Oman’s approval. Oman also con-
firmed allowing Israeli flights to use 
the country’s airspace. “As part of the 
Sultanate of Oman’s continuous ef-
forts to fulfill its obligations under the 
Chicago Convention of 1944, the Civil 
Aviation Authority affirms that the Sul-
tanate’s airspace is open for all carriers 
that meet the requirements of the Au-
thority for overflying,” the Omani Civil 
Aviation Authority said. In August last 
year, Israel obtained Saudi approval to 
use the Kingdom’s airspace by Israe-
li flights. Oman and Saudi Arabia do 
not have formal relations with Israel. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: A British couple has been 
found guilty of attempting to smuggle 
Iraqi immigrants into the country by 
hiding them in sofas. On Monday, Pa-
mela and Nicholas Fullwood appeared 
at Canterbury Crown Court for sentenc-
ing, along with a third defendant, car 
wash owner Azad Ahmadi. Fullwood, 
48 was jailed for three years, while his 
wife Pamela, 45, received a two-year 
suspended term. Ahmadi, aged 31, was 
sentenced to four years and six months 
in prison. The Derbyshire couple had 
previously hired a van in an attempt 
to bring five illegal migrants into the 
country in December 2018, but were 
caught by French authorities. The fol-
lowing month, the pair were caught 
trying to smuggle two Iraqi migrants 
by hiding them inside the bases of two 
sofas in a second hired van. The court 
learned that their 13-year-old daughter 
was traveling with them at the time. On 
5 January 2019 they were stopped by 
British Border Force officers in the UK 
control zone in Coquelles, France. The 
couple claimed they were heading back 
to Britain from picking up furniture in 
Lille, however further investigations 
revealed that an additional suspect, 

Ahmadi, was involved in the smug-
gling operation and is believed to have 
been the “paymaster”, having trans-
ferred £4,280 ($5,160) to the Fullwood’s 
bank account. A spokesman for the 
Home Office said: “A married couple 
who smuggled Iraqi migrants into the 
UK by hiding them in sofas have been 
sentenced today.” “The trio were sen-
tenced for conspiracy to assist unlawful 
immigration, following an investiga-
tion by the Home Office’s Criminal and 
Financial Investigations (CFI) unit.” 
Following the sentencing, Minister 
for Immigration, Robert Jenrick, said: 
“We are determined to bring to justice 
the criminal gangs that undertake the 
repulsive trade of people-smuggling.” 
“The Home Office is working night and 
day to dismantle people-smuggling 
networks and tackle illegal migration 
head-on.” (Agencies)

ATLANTA: Lockheed Martin has hand-
ed over the first of five C-130J-30 Super 
Hercules transport aircraft to the Indo-
nesian Air Force (TNI-AU). In a press 
statement, the company said that the 
aircraft was delivered to the TNI-AU 
at its Marietta factory in Georgia on 
21 February. The TNI-AU said in its 
official social media account that the 
aircraft (serial number A-1339) was re-
ceived by the Chief of Staff of the TNI-
AU, Air Chief Marshal Fadjar Prasetyo. 
The TNI-AU added that the aircraft 

will depart from the United States on 
28 February. It is expected to arrive in 
Indonesia on 6 March. “Three TNI-AU 
personnel will be accompanied on the 
flight,” the air force said. (Agencies)

LONDON: The BBC will not be put 
off from reporting without fear or fa-
vor, its Director-General Tim Davie 
has said in an email to staff in India. 
It follows searches at BBC offices in 
Delhi and Mumbai by tax officials. Mr 
Davie thanked staff for their courage 
and said nothing was more important 
than reporting impartially. The BBC, 
which is co-operating with the inves-
tigation, recently aired a documentary 
critical of Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi. India’s government called 
it “hostile propaganda” and attempted 
to block it being aired domestically. Mr 
Davie said the BBC would help staff do 
their jobs effectively and safely. “Noth-
ing is more important than our ability 
to report without fear or favour,” he 
said in the email. “Our duty to our au-
diences around the world is to pursue 
the facts through independent and 

impartial journalism, and to produce 
and distribute the very best creative 
content. We won’t be put off from that 
task. “I’d like to be clear: the BBC does 
not have an agenda – we are driven by 
purpose. And our first public purpose 
is to provide impartial news and infor-
mation to help people understand and 
engage with the world around them.” 
Tax officials spent three days carrying 
out what they called a “survey” at the 
BBC offices. India’s Central Board of 
Direct Taxes said it had found “dis-
crepancies and inconsistencies” as 
well as evidence indicating “that tax 
has not been paid on certain remit-
tances which have not been disclosed 
as income in India by the foreign en-
tities of the group”. Earlier this week 
opposition MPs in the UK described 
the raids as “intimidation” and deeply 
worrying. (Agencies)

India will build Israeli 
ballistic missiles  

and radars

NEW DELHI: India will manufacture 
an Israeli strategic missile system do-
mestically. Indian state-run Bharat 
Electronics Ltd (BEL) and Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI) signed a 
memorandum of understanding on 
the sidelines of Aero India 2023, a 
biennial air show and air defense ex-
hibition held last week in Bengaluru. 
Israel’s LORA (Long Range Attack) 
weapons system will be manufactured 
by BEL as the prime contractor, based 
on a workshare arrangement with IAI. 
LORA is a sea-to-ground and ground-
to-ground quasi-ballistic missile sys-
tem consisting of a missile launcher, 
a command and control system, and 
a ground/marine support system. It 
boasts multi-target capabilities and 
a precision of ten meters circular er-
ror. Various other Israeli hardware 
was also on display during Aero India 
2023, including air defense systems, 
unmanned aerial systems, aerial and 
ground precision-guided munitions, 
electronic warfare systems, land and 
naval solutions, avionics systems, 
and more. At the event, the head of 
SIBAT (the Israeli Defense Ministry’s 
international cooperation directorate), 
retired Brigadier General Yair Kulas, 
acknowledged the 30 years of part-
nership between Israel and India, say-
ing: “The Israel Ministry of Defense 
is happy to take part in the Aero In-
dia 2023 exhibition. The Israeli-made 
solutions are just a few examples of 
the cutting-edge technologies that Is-
rael has to offer in the field of aerial 
defense.” The two nations also signed 
a memorandum for cooperation on 
future supplies and joint production 
of maritime patrol radar systems for 
Indian platforms. India is a lucrative 
weapons market for Israel, with the 
additional benefit of not causing as 
much concern for Israel’s top ally, the 
US, as any military deals West Jerusa-
lem might have with China. According 
to the SIPRI Arms Transfers Database, 
a Stockholm-based non-profit insti-
tute, India bought unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs), missiles, and radar 
systems worth $4.2 billion from Israel 
between 2001 and 2021. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: President, Dr Arif Alvi 
here Thursday underlined the need 
for creating mass awareness about 
non-communication diseases and 
active role of all stakeholders in-
cluding political leadership and me-
dia in this regard. Addressing as a 
chief guest during the third interna-
tional public health conference on 
“Breaking the manacle: non- com-
municable diseases” here at Khyber 
Medical University (KMU), the Pres-
ident said that most of the diseases 
including cancer were non-commu-
nicable and if diagnosed and treated 
at an early stage could save precious 
lives. He said lung cancer was also 
curable if diagnosed timely and that 

late diagnoses and treatment could 
prove fatal. Dr Arif Alvi suggested 
that special programs should be 
aired and broadcast on media, es-
pecially during morning shows for 
public awareness about communi-
cable and non-communicable dis-
eases for a healthy and prosperous 
society. The President called for the 
implementation of the already ex-
isting health policies in letter and 
spirit to save many lives. “We have 
all the required policies but lacked 
implementation,” he maintained. 
He said the rapidly increasing pop-
ulation was exerting extraordinary 
pressure on the economy and na-
tional resources, adding that nine 

million pregnancies were being 
reported annually in the country 
including about 50 percent unwant-
ed pregnancies. Dr Alvi said that 
contraceptive techniques were be-
ing used in the world to control un-
wanted pregnancies and birth rates 
and suggested the use of such tech-
niques here also to overcome the 
issue of overpopulation and pover-
ty with a view to creating a balance 
between economic resources and 
population. The President observed 
that wangling among political forc-
es would hardly serve any purpose 
rather focus should be made on the 
resolution to the issues of national 
priority. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Excise Depart-
ment of Peshawar has successfully 
foiled attempts to smuggle large 
quantities of drugs into the city. 
In two separate operations, a to-
tal of 20 kg 400 grams of hashish 
was recovered, and two accused 
were arrested. According to Excise 
Spokesman, the first operation was 
carried out near Secretary Bridge, 

where 8400 grams of hashish were 
recovered from the vehicle. The sec-
ond operation was conducted near 
Ring Road Hayatabad Toll Plaza, 
where 12000 grams of hashish were 
recovered from smugglers’ vehi-
cle. Both suspects were arrested in 
these operations, and cases have 
been registered against them. Fur-
ther investigations are underway to 

determine the source and destina-
tion of the drugs. The crackdown 
on drug smugglers by the Excise 
Department is part of their ongoing 
efforts to eliminate drug trafficking 
and drug abuse in the region. The 
department has been conducting 
regular operations to seize illegal 
drugs and arrest those involved in 
their smuggling. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Chairman Pakistan 
Red Crescent Society Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa Habib Malik Orakzai has 
said that after providing extensive 
assistance to flood-affected families 
in the province, the rehabilitation 
of these areas is now our top prior-
ity. Therefore, he said, the Pakistan 
Red Crescent Society Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, in collaboration with 
the International Federation of Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Societies, 
is starting the rehabilitation phase 
for the affected in the districts of 
Charsadda, Swat, Kohistan, and Dir 
Upper. The other moment partners 
will also help in this regard, he said, 
adding that t the pre-rehabilitation 
assessment process of all four dis-
tricts have been completed. These 
views were expressed at a meeting 
of the PRCSKP’s Management Com-

mittee, in which seven new mem-
bers were included. During the oc-
casion, new members were briefed 
and told that Pakistan Red Crescent 
is a part of the world Red Cross 
Red Crescent movement and was 
established in 1974 under the Act 
of Parliament amended. The PRC-
SKP had so far assisted more than 
700,000 people during the recent 
flooding situation, which cost more 
than Rs 770 million. The emergency 
response operation has been com-
pleted. Now In these four affected 
districts, the rehabilitation process 
will be done on health and hygiene, 
rehabilitation of clean drinking wa-
ter channels, reconstruction of the 
affected homes, and creation of op-
portunities for livelihoods.(APP)

President for creating mass awareness on non-communicable diseases

Excise Department seizes 20 Kg drugs in successful raids

Red Crescent starts rehab phase in four flood-hit KP districts

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 266.8 269.5

China Yuan 38.28 38.68

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 70.3 71

U.A.E Dirham 73.3 74

UK Pound 318 321

Euro 279.2 282

Australian Dollar 182 184.4

Canadian Dollar 194 196.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
194,700

Rs 
178,474

Rs 
170,362

Rs 
146,025

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
166,924

Rs 
153,013

Rs 
146,058

Rs 
125,193

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,692 Rs 15,301 Rs 14,606 Rs 12,519

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
473,222

Rs 
433,785

Rs 
414,070

Rs 
354,917

DC Imposes Section 144; Bans Public Gatherings

Dry weather likely to persist in most parts of KP

One mln citizens to be sent abroad for  
employment: Sajid Tori

BKU makes green tea from olive leaves

MCCI calls extension in tax exemption period

Journalist Mohammad Qasim bereaved

Power suspension for Peshawar, Mansehra,  
Bannu notified

6 flour dealers arrested for black-marketing

Police, security personnel conduct joint  
operation in Charsadda

KP govt issues LoI for solarization of economic zones

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar, Furqan Ashraf on Thurs-
day imposed Section 144 Cr. PC in 
the district and banned all sorts of 
gatherings of more than five people 
initially for five days. A notification 
issued here said that the ban has 
been imposed to maintain law and 
order and to prevent a breach of 
peace in the wake of reports of pro-

test demonstrations by some polit-
ical workers and could cause a law 
and order situation and might result 
in any mishap. It said that anyone 
found violating the ban would be 
proceeded against Section 188 P.P.C. 
The order would come into force im-
mediately and remain enforced for 
five days unless modified or with-
drawn.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Mete-
orological Center on Thursday pre-
dicted dry weather in most districts 
of the province while cold in upper 
districts and hilly areas. During the 
last 24 hours, cold weather prevailed 
in most parts of the KP. The maxi-
mum and minimum temperatures re-
corded in (�C): Peshawar City 28/10, 

Chitral 15/05, Timergara 25/11, Dir 
20/01, Mirkhani 18/02, Kalam 10/-
06, Drosh 13/04, Saidu Sharif 24/05, 
Pattan 21/10, Malam Jabba 10/02, 
Takht Bhai 26/08, Kakul 20/03, Bal-
akot 22/06, Parachinar 18/02, Bannu 
28/11, Cherat 19/08, D.I. Khan 27/13, 
Kalam -06 and Tirah valley of Khy-
ber district -02.(APP)

PESHAWAR:Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human 
Resource Development, Sajid Hus-
sain Turi here Wednesday said that 
the federal government has planned 
to send around one million skilled 
citizens abroad for employment by 
August this year. He expressed these 
views while talking to the media 
after inspecting the Overseas Paki-
stani Foundation’s Facilitation Desk 
and other facilities at Bacha Khan 
International Airport. The Minister 
said that South Korea, Japan, Sau-
di Arabia, Azerbaijan, Iraq, Roma-
nia, Portugal, Malta among other 
countries have shown keen inter-
est in hiring services of Pakistanis’ 
manpower. He said Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) was be-
ing signed with these countries to 
send one million skilled workforc-
es and youth there by August this 
year.  Since April last year, he said 
six lac Pakistanis were sent abroad 
for employment. Sajid Tori said the 
government was committed to pro-
viding relief to overseas Pakistani 
and opening one window OPF facil-
itation desk at Bacha Khan airport 
having representatives of 13 de-
partments including PIA, NADRA, 
Immigration and Passport, Ministry 
of Religious Affairs, Customs, ANF, 
Bureau of Immigration and Over-
sees Employment, ASF, Overseas 
Employment Corporation, CAA and 

Overseas Pakistanis Foundation was 
aimed to provide best services and 
quickly address complaints of over-
seas Pakistanis. He said a joint scan-
ning mechanism would be intro-
duced at airports for which interior 
and anti-narcotics ministries would 
be approached to further facilitate 
overseas Pakistanis. He added that 
out of 2,100 complaints of the expa-
triate Pakistanis, over 1,700 were ad-
dressed and work on the resolution 
of other issues was underway that 
would soon be resolved. The gov-
ernment was well aware of the prob-
lems of overseas Pakistanis related 
to the power of attorney for bringing 
investment and land disputes and a 
summary would be moved soon to 
the federal cabinet for adaptation 
of an inclusive mechanism to decide 
such cases in sixty days. Sajid Tori 
said MOU would be shortly signed 
for the allocation of a five percent 
quota in public sector universities 
for children of overseas Pakistanis, 
adding the government would also 
provide financial support in the 
shape of payment of fees to facilitate 
children of overseas Pakistani study-
ing in foreign universities through 
Higher Education Commission 
(HEC). He said the government was 
well aware of the housing issues and 
hinted at providing plots and keys 
of houses to overseas Pakistanis on 
merit on March 23. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Agronomy sec-
tion of the Agriculture Department, 
Bacha Khan University (BKU), 
Charsadda has succeeded in its ex-
periments of making green tea from 
olive leaves. During the special cer-
emony of achieving the feat where-
in the Chairman of the Agronomy 
Department, Dr Iftikhar Alam, Dr 
Ikram Ullah, Attaullah Jan, schol-
ars, and students were present, Pro-
fessor Dr Wajid Ali Khan said that 
the work on making green tea from 

olive leaves was started nearly two 
years back and at last the experi-
ments met with success. He said the 
reason behind conducting the exper-
iments was to provide low-cost and 
effective curable medication to dia-
betes and blood pressure patients. 
Chairman of the department, Dr If-
tikhar Alam said the students of PhD 
and MPhil have been assigned the 
responsibility to further research on 
olive tea and its benefits to improve 
the quality of this magical tea.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Malakand Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry (MCCI) has 
called for an extension of the tax ex-
emption period in the newly merged 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
(KP). The call was made during a 
joint meeting of the cabinet and 
executive of the chamber here on 
Thursday with founding president, 
Mohammad Shoaib Khan in the 
chair. Senior Vice President (SVP), 
Ameer Naushad Khan, vice presi-
dent Ammad Khan and executive 
members also attended the meeting. 

The meeting decided to begin both 
renewal and new membership for in-
dustrialists and traders from March 
1-24. The applicants have been di-
rected to submit their letterhead, na-
tional identity card (NIC), and copy 
of the National Tax (NTN) Number. 
The meeting discussed the problems 
faced by the industrialist and trading 
communities of the country in the 
ongoing economic crisis and called 
for the removal of hurdles in the pro-
vision of raw materials to industrial 
zones.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The mother of se-
nior journalist and resident editor 
of Daily Ummat Mohammad Qa-
sim died on Thursday. Her funeral 
prayers would be offered tomorrow 

at Barikot, Kumrat Road Dir Upper. 
The deceased was also the mother of 
Master Ihsan-ul-Haq and Chairman 
of Village Council Barikot, Shafiq 
Ahmad. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Thurs-
day notified that due to mainte-
nance work power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV Pe-
shawar University Grid Station on 
24th and 27th February from 9:00 
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. due to which con-
sumers of 11 KV University Cam-
pur, Canal Town, Malakandher, En-
gineering, Regi, Gulabad, Taj Abad, 
Agriculture, Mera Achini, HMC, 

Ring Road, Danish Abad, Rahat 
Abad 1, CMB, Ambela, Commer-
cial, Building Abdul Razak feeders 
will face inconvenience. Likewise, 
it said power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Manseh-
ra-Oghi Transmission Line on 24th 
February from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. resultantly consumers of 132 
KV Oghi and Battal grid connected 
11 KV feeders will face inconve-
nience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: District administration 
Mardan has arrested six persons for 
selling subsidized flour in the black 
market and recovered 5000 sacks 
from their possession, said a press 
release issued here on Thursday. 
On the directives of Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Peshawar, Captain 
(Retd) Abdul Rehman, an Addition-

al Assistant Commissioner (AAC), 
Junaid Khalid conducted raids on 
flour dealers’ shops at Ghala Dher 
locality. He inspected shops in the 
bazaar and found that the official 
subsidized flour from Punjab and 
KP was being sold in open markets 
and arrested the culprits red-hand-
edly.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The police in a 
joint search and strike operation 
searched 23 houses and arrested 
several suspects, in the jurisdic-
tion of Shabqadar police station, 
Charsadda. Led by DSP Shabqa-
dar Qazi Ismatullah Khan and 
SHO Police Station Shabqadar, 
Dawood Khan, the operation was 
conducted on the directives of DPO 
Charsadda, Mohammad Arif. Sev-
eral raids were conducted on tar-
geted houses and hideouts of crimi-
nal elements, resulting in the arrest 
of 12 people, including six suspects 
and two absconders, besides recov-
ering weapons and drugs. During 
the operation, one SMG, three 
pistols, 121 grams of ice, and 110 
cartridges were recovered from 

the accused arrested. Two facilita-
tors were also arrested during the 
operation. A heavy contingent of 
police, elite force, security person-
nel, women police officers, and a 
bomb disposal squad participated 
in the operation. The accused ar-
rested have been transferred to the 
relevant police station for further 
investigation, and various cases 
have been registered against them. 
In addition to the arrests, 13 vehi-
cles were checked under the mod-
ern technology , while the verifica-
tion of 10 persons was done under 
the CRVS system. Action was also 
taken against 27 motorcyclists 
without a number plate, who were 
challaned during the operation.  
(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Economic Zones Devel-
opment & Management Company 
(KP-EZDMC) has issued a Letter of 
Intent (LoI) to InfraCo Asia to un-
dertake a complete feasibility study 
for the solarization of economic 
zones in the province. The LoI was 
handed over at a special ceremony 
held here. KP-EZDMC spokesman 
on Thursday said, “The issuance 
of LOI signifies the commitment of 
the KP-EZDMC and InfraCo Asia 
to work together in exploring the 
potential of solar energy and ex-
panding its use in the province’s 
economic zones. The solarization 

of economic zones involves the in-
tegration of solar power into the 
energy mix of these zones in order 
to provide a quick and cost-effective 
source of energy. It will also help 
to reduce the overall cost of doing 
business, as the cost of energy is 
a significant factor in the cost of 
production. Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Chief Secretary Imdadullah Bosal, 
Jo Moir, Development Director of 
the British High Commission Pa-
kistan, Team Lead of SEED, Adil 
Salahuddin, and Chief Commercial 
Officer (CCO) of KP-EZDMC among 
others attended the ceremony. 
(APP)
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A horrifying bus accident on Sunday night highlights the need for 
stricter checks and balances around transport safety in the country. 
At least 14 have been killed and several others injured as a bus fell 
into a ravine near Kallar Kahar on the M2 motorway be tween Lahore 
and Islamabad. This is the fourth major road accident across Paki-
stan in less than two months, making the conversation around safety 
protocols and corrective action necessary. While it is unclear if the 
incident occurred due to brake failure or a tire burst, the reasons cited 
are linked to vehicle maintenance issues. The bus reportedly collided 
with two cars, causing extensive damage and making rescue opera-
tions challenging. While prayers and sor row for the incident are wel-
come, they must be accompanied by sol id steps to make sure that this 
negligence does not occur again. The number of lives lost is too high 
to ignore. At the start of this month, two tragedies involving similar 
transport accidents were reported in Balochistan and KP. In the first 
case, the bus fell into a ravine due to overspeeding. Fire tenders were 
unavailable and 41 lives were burnt alive. Between 2020-21, at least 
6,000 fatalities due to road acci dents were reported and other esti-
mates are higher. What will it take for us to take these instances se-
riously? Rele vant authorities have a responsibility toward regular ve-
hicle fit ness checks and training of traffic police to respond promptly 
in such emergencies. A sense of remorse is important but at the same 
time a demonstration and firm commitment to ensuring the safety of 
transportation systems are needed. Ensuring these reforms will re-
quire a cross-sectional effort. All stakeholders, including govern ment 
authorities, law enforcement agencies, citizens, and transport services 
must be targeted with the reforms. Regular maintenance of vehicles 
including checking brakes and tires, screening drivers, strengthening 
emergency response systems, and stricter enforce ment of traffic laws 
are some ways to start addressing the issue.

Kallar Kahar Accident

AFTER three years, on January 8, 
2023, China has reopened its bound-
aries for international travel, easing up 
the covid-19 restrictions. The deliber-
ate decision, made by China, has set 
a path for economic growth around 
the world as consumers are ready to 
make use of billions of US dollars that 
they have saved during these three 
years of pandemic restrictions. On 
the other hand, Chinese investors are 
also hyper ready to make their money 
work for them by investing it in the in-
ternational market. This long-awaited 
decision has paved the way for growth 
in Chinese GDP as well as brought up 
an opportunity for expansion in the 
international market. Variety of in-
dustries will witness a boost because 
after the reopening of China, demand 
has increased for the supply chain. 
Now it will bring a vibrant movement 
in international trade and will play 
an integral role in the recovery of the 
global economic crisis. China is rapid-
ly becoming a global hero of trade and 
commerce and the whole world is as-
tonished by its progress that is why it 
has attained centre of attention across 
the globe. Now the eastern world has 
two choices either to pay heed to those 
who propagate against China for un-
certain conspiracies or join hands 
with China to lead their countries on 
the path of success and achievements. 
History has witnessed that eastern 
countries preferred to adopt a defen-
sive approach and it never let them 
have what they could so now it is the 
high time to shift the mindset from 

conspiracies to opportunities. China 
has offered its hand of friendship to 
almost the whole world and specially 
a very welcoming hand to Pakistan by 
investing the all-time high investment 
in the country in the shape of CPEC. 
Now Pakistan should keep handling 
this opportunity efficiently so it can 
bring a massive prosperity not only 
in the country but also in the region. 
If we look back to what CPEC has 
given us, we will clearly have an an-
swer that responds positively to all the 
questions that might pop up. CPEC 
was launched back in 2013 under the 
umbrella of Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI) which has achieved remarkable 
results and proved it to be exempla-
ry cooperation. CPEC has brought a 
massive decline in energy shortfall by 
adding 6,369MW in the system under 
11 projects and 10 more projects are in 
different stages of completion. Under 
this flagship project, China and Paki-
stan have expanded bilateral coopera-
tion and enhanced growth in a variety 
of sectors such as Industrial Develop-
ment, Information Technology, Health 
care and other commercial activities. 
CPEC has also made a tangible con-
tribution to the socio-economic devel-
opment in the country. CPEC has con-
nected our lands and seas already and 
now the construction of Gwadar port 
has added so much to our side. If Paki-
stan focuses on making Gwadar a hub 
of international trade, it can strength-
en our economy and bring prosperity 
across the country. It will facilitate tre-
mendous peace as commercial activi-

ties will be increased and help alleviate 
poverty. There is no doubt in saying 
that CPEC is a win-win project for Chi-
na and Pakistan. Pakistan, being a very 
important part of the largest and most 
populated continent, also has an edge 
of strategic importance. Now if we 
realize our importance and sincerely 
join hands with those countries whose 
interests are actually tied up with us, 
we can bring this country out of the 
current situation. Now Pakistan has 
an amazing opportunity after China 
has reopened international in and out 
travel. Chinese companies are putting 
more trust in Pakistan at the moment 
because they are well aware that their 
government is paying much attention 
to this country. So, Chinese investors 
will bring their long-awaited invest-
ment in a variety of sectors in the inter-
national market and we can capture a 
handsome share out of it by adopting 
business-friendly policies and most 
importantly by maintaining law and 
order situation. Chinese investors can 
easily be attracted to invest in Pakistan 
because if they initiate an industry in 
the country, they can enjoy the short 
trading routes from Gwadar and now 
they can trade with different regions 
from here as well. Pakistan is also a 
plus point for those Chinese investors 
who dwell from western part of China 
as western boundary of China is not 
connected with sea so now; they can 
transport their supply chain to Gwadar 
through land and from this point on, it 
can be shipped to the destined country.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

On 27 October 1958 when Ayub Khan, 
the first Desi Sipah-e-Salar, took con-
trol of the country I was barely over 
five years old but, the memory of 
those dark days is etched in my mind. 
My late father Nazir Ahmed Malik 
and maternal uncle Dr Salim Wahid 
Salim, both workers of the freedom 
movement were taken aback. While 
my old man continued to struggle 
with his business, Dr Salim the pro-
gressive writer and poet, decided on 
direct intervention. The situation was 
tense, very few dared to stand up. 
While there were heated discussions 
in teashops (Pak Tea House, Coffee 
House, Cheney’s Lunch Home, Nagi-
na Bakery, Lords, Shezan and so on) 
street protests were limited. With ex-
cessive use of coercive state appara-
tus, it was clear that resistance carried 
serious consequences. Hamid Nizami 
was bold with his Nawai Waqt news-
paper, poet Habib Jalib was also defi-
ant but it was Dr Salim who decided 
on direct action. He decided to go on 
hunger strike. It was a one-man cru-
sade for freedom, democracy and rule 
of law. In 1959, Dr Salim organized a 
hunger strike camp opposite the main 
gate of the Civil Secretariat. He had 
three demands: Return of the Army 
to the barracks, Investigation into the 
murder of the Prime Minister (PM), 
Withdrawal of intelligence monitoring 
of activists. The strike continued for 12 
days, but no one seemed interested in 
negotiating with him. His vital signs 
started to slowly diminish. The family 
was seriously concerned. Everyday we 
walked to the camp to spend time with 
him. There was no electronic media, 
and only the newspapers covered the 
event. My mother wanted to save his 
life at all costs, so she kept pressurizing 
my father to intervene. Being a man 
of action my old man organized fake 

negotiations with the striker who was 
close to death. A retired bureaucrat 
was requested to negotiate on behalf 
of the government. Under the watch-
ful eyes of the press, Dr Salim was as-
sured sympathetic consideration of his 
demands. The strike ended, a life was 
saved but Pakistan lost track, tyranny 
survived and has continued since then. 
Till today the nation has the same de-
mands. In 1959 only one elected PM 
was affected, in 2023 there are four (Li-
aquat Ali, Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto, Benazir 
Bhutto, Imran Khan). Intelligence op-
erations continue unabated, those who 
should be in the barracks are found in 
the corridors of power while the nation 
continues to sink For his defiance Dr 
Salim had to pay a heavy price. His 
movements were closely monitored by 
the agencies. The entire family fell on 
hard times, his wife with his two sons 
migrated back to Aligarh to stay with 
her parents. With his failing medical 
practice, Dr Sahib decided to try his 
luck in London. He landed a job with 
the BBC Urdu service. Only after a 
few months on the assignment he was 
let go. Cornered, with no source of 
income, he approached the Pakistan 
High Commission where he was told 
that he was under surveillance with 
no chance of settling down. Finally he 
was deported back to his motherland. 
Dejected and bruised, he had to put his 
life back together. He kept his intellec-
tual crusade but was financially hurt. 
Finally my mother had to organize a 
family fund to keep him going. Most of 
his work was published after his death 
including the poetic translation of the 
epic Omer Khayyam from Persian to 
Urdu. His two sons, now deceased 
(Khalid Salim, Muslim Salim) grew 
up in Bhopal. Muslim emerged as a 
renowned poet whose writings have 
been included in the standard text of 

Urdu language, both in Pakistan and 
India. The first two Presidents of the 
new land (Iskander Mirza, Ayub Khan) 
both graduates of the famous Royal 
Military Academy Sandhurs,t changed 
the course of the nation. Those who 
resisted the stampede were made to 
suffer, Dr Salim was not alone in this 
crusade for democracy and rule of law. 
The dungeons of the Lahore Fort were 
activated to torture those who dared 
to defy the tryanny. Hassan Nisar, a 
Marxist activist was tortured to death. 
When his mother came to retrieve his 
dead body, it was badly mutilated and 
beyond recognition. Khan Qayyum 
Khan, the leading Muslim League 
leader of his times, was also captured 
and kept in the Fort for a week. He 
decided to seek truce with the dictator 
and went home. Ayub Khan’s EBDO 
(Elected Bodies Disqualification Or-
der) knocked out the entire political 
leadership of the country. Hussain 
Shaheed Suharwardy challenged his 
disqualification in the Martial Law 
Tribunal and was exonerated by his 
strong defence, but had to leave the 
country for his safety. A few years later 
he was found dead in a Beirut Hotel. 
With the prevailing political vacuum, 
Mother of the Nation Mohtrama Fati-
ma Jinnah decided to challenge the 
dictator in the presidential elections in 
1965. She was declared a traitor, and 
had to face vicious character assassi-
nation. Finally she too was removed 
from the arena in 1967. The tyrannical 
state created by repeated Martial Law 
regimes continues to derail our free-
dom struggle. Those who defy tyranny 
are made to suffer. On 14 August 2023 
the Constitution of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Pakistan will be 50 years old but 
there is not much to celebrate.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today
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China’s reopening, CPEC and global growth
— By Muhammad Zamir Assadi

Those who resisted tyranny
— By Dr Farid A Malik

IT was around 10 in the morning of Fri-
day, Feb 8, 2023 when the phone rang in 
a home in Islamabad. The woman who 
answered it had no idea it was a phone 
call that would change her life. On the 
other end was a police officer who had 
the worst news imaginable. Her eldest 
son, 29 years old, had been killed in a 
road accident in front of a well-known 
school in F-7/3. The motorcycle he had 
been riding had been hit by a speeding 
car. Photos of the crash attest to its se-
verity, the motorcycle so mangled that 
its form is barely recognisable. If metal 
could be mangled in such a way, then 
imagine just how deadly the force of a 
speeding car with a heedless driver at 
the wheel must have been on a human 
body. Sadly, this was only the begin-
ning of the nightmare. When the moth-
er and other family members reached 
the police station, they were told that 
the culprit had not been arrested, but 
had been provided bail before arrest. 
As is often the case with these deadly 
drivers, the culprit belongs to an in-
fluential family. Entitlement, it seems, 
encourages them to pay no mind at all 
to the lives of others on the road. If the 
loss of her eldest son was not terrible 
enough, the police refused to allow the 
family access to the deceased without 
writing an application, a ridiculous 
request given the devastation of the 
moment. Even though the culprit had 
admitted to being at fault, Islamabad 
Police said they would be conducting 
their own ‘investigation’ even as the ac-
cused roamed free and would be able 
to abscond to some place where he 
could evade arrest. In the meantime, 
the mother had to beg the school in 
front of which the accident happened 
for the CCTV footage that could show 
how the incident happened. The police 
had access to its own CCTV footage 
but that has never been shared. The 
family of the deceased is dealing with 
double devastation. There is the terrify-
ing trauma of a young son and brother 
being killed. Then there is the addition-
al devastation from the apathy of the 
police and the impunity with which the 
children of the influential and wealthy 
elite literally run over everyone else. 
Even if justice is ever served it will be 
met with a shrug and a nod and some 
statement about how punishing the 
accused will not bring back the de-
ceased. This is not an isolated case in 
this country, which has the dubious 

position of having the most road fa-
talities in Asia. Unsurprisingly, a study 
conducted in Karachi revealed that the 
majority of fatalities in road traffic ac-
cidents between 2007 and 2014 were 
drivers of motorbikes and bicycles. The 
second highest number of fatalities 
was among pedestrians. Studies have 
found that there is an immediate need 
to utilise technology to deter speeding 
in the country but, as the example here 
reveals, even when evidence may be 
present it is either too difficult to ac-
cess or knowingly suppressed by those 
who are sheltering powerful people. 
A 2021 study titled Empirical Assess-
ment of Factors Influencing Injury 
Severities of Motor Vehicle Crashes 
on the National Highways of Pakistan 
recommended the 4Es approach to 
reducing the severity of crashes on the 
country’s highways. The 4Es stand for 
‘engineering, enforcement, education 
and emergency services’. Even read-
ing this list makes one’s heart sink be-
cause none of these are a priority in the 
country and it appears they never will 
be. Where ‘enforcement’ does occur, 
most people that are stopped and is-
sued challans are once again the most 
vulnerable — those on motorbikes and 
in small cars which the police calculate 
will be easy to squeeze for a bribe. I 
have never seen or heard of a speed-
ing car breaking traffic rules having 
been apprehended by traffic police or 
the driver arrested for reckless driving. 
As one can see from the example pre-
sented at the outset and of thousands 
more instances (according to statis-
tics), even when an innocent person is 
killed, there is no effort made to punish 
those responsible. A lawless country 
has lawless roads. People are routinely 
arrested for criticising the government, 
even sometimes done away with if they 
are calling out the powerful. The sons 
of the wealthy treat the country’s roads 
like a videogame — the pedestrians 
and motorcyclists they mow down are 
not real people to them. According to 
the highway study cited here, the prob-
ability of major injury to the victims 
increases when the crash occurs on a 
horizontal curve, in the months of July 
and November, on Tuesday, and during 
cloudy weather. The annual number 
of deaths from road accidents in 2018 
was nearly 36,000 people.

Courtesy: DAWN

Deadly drivers
— By Rafia Zakaria

MBBS and Girls
First I will admire your and your 
team’s efforts. After that, I want to dis-
cuss a very common issue in our so-
ciety that exists “girls can only choose 
Medical as their ca reer”. To begin 
with, being a stu dent in the 12th class, 
my cousin was searching for different 
fields to choose as a vocation, and she 
discussed it with her family. You will 
be surprised to know that they put 
only the option of medi cation for her. 
She has now either to choose medical 
or stay at home and do house duties. 
There are var ious options for us but 

why in our society only MBBS is pre-
ferred. MBBS and girls are twin terms 
like milk and tea, fish and water, tv and 
remote, and others. We can say that 
MBBS is a female domain in Pakistan. 
In this society, if you ask a 4-5 year girl 
about her goal she will reply “I wan-
na become a doctor” because they are 
taught so since childhood. In addition, 
after the entry test results are an-
nounced, we often hear of numerous 
suicidal cases. The reason behind such 
actions is parents’ pressure on their 
girl’s children to clear it. And after 
failure in such a minor test, they feel 

that they have failed the exam of life. 
To conclude, there are various fields 
to join law, engineering, bio-medical 
engineering, biotechnolo gy, and many 
more then why don’t we believe in 
choosing such pro fessions for female 
students? Why can’t a girl be a lan-
guage learner, fashion designer, etc? 
This is a point to be noted, a prob lem 
to be solved, and a social disease to be 
cured. I hope you will publish my letter 
in your esteemed newspa per to aware 
people of this issue.
– Marvi Malik
– Sindh

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Finance Minister 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar wel-
comed H.E. Mr. Donald Blome and 
said that Pakistan shared deep-root-
ed historic and durable bilateral 
relations with the United States on 
economic and trade fronts. The Fi-
nance Minister shared economic 
policies and priorities of the gov-
ernment to address the challenging 
economic environment and set the 
economy on the trajectory path. It 
was also shared that the present gov-
ernment is highly concerned about 
the well-being of the masses there-
fore a number of measures are being 

undertaken in this regard. The two 
sides exchanged views on matters 
of common interest and enhance the 
existing bilateral relations between 
both countries. The Finance Min-
ister informed the US Ambassador 
about the government’s pragmatic 
plans related to revenues and expen-

ditures for meeting its national as 
well as international financial obli-
gations. He shared various economic 
avenues in which both countries can 
further deepen their economic rela-
tions. H.E. Mr. Donald Blome, the 
US Ambassador underscored that 
both countries enjoy good relations 
and expressed confidence in the 
policies and programs of the gov-
ernment for economic sustainabili-
ty and socio-economic uplift of the 
masses. He extended his support to 
further promote bilateral economic, 
investment, and trade relations be-
tween both countries. (APP)

High power 47 members Korean delegation 
visits FPCCI Office

Multi-stakeholders Consultation on Floods and 
Safeguarding held

CJP takes suo moto notice over delay in  
2 provincial assemblies’ election

Radio resolves mental conflicts: DG PEMRA

Tahira urges citizens to cooperate govt for 
resolving economic challenges

AIG for strict action against accused of dual murder

Factory sealed on fake medicines manufacturing

NHA makes significant progress on  
Indus Highway dualization project

Eating highly processed foods may raise cancer risk

Senate body emphasizes printing Holy Quran’s 
copies “error-free”, on “quality papers”

Commission on ‘missing Baloch students’  
submits fact-finding report before IHC

ISLAMABAD: Korean business del-
egation consisting of 47 members, 
led by former Korean Ambassador to 
Pakistan, Dr. Song Jong-hwan visited 
The Federation of Pakistan Chambers 
of Commerce & Industry (FPCCI) 
Capital Office, Islamabad. The Presi-
dent FPCCI Irfan Iqbal Sheikh, Vice 
Presidents Amin Ullah Baig & Umar 
Masood ur Rehman, and other prom-
inent Pakistani business leaders wel-
comed the delegation at FPCCI Cap-
ital Office, Islamabad and they have 
a very fruitful discussion regarding 
trade development between the two 
countries. The delegation members 
belong to various companies of dif-
ferent sectors. The members of the 
delegation took a keen interest in 
Tourism, Silver Sport Fitness, Dron 
Education, Construction, Agricul-
ture, Dream Mastering, Media, Food 
Dryer, Trading, Steel Trading, Vehi-

cle Trading, Biology, Heavy Machin-
ery & Equipment, Construction, And 
Machinery of Pakistan. During B2B 
meetings, ideas were exchanged on 
the projects by the companies in Pa-
kistan and areas of interest expand-
ing cooperation in different sectors. 
During the conference, the issues 
of e-commerce, the transition to the 
digital system, and the introduction 
of Korean high-tech inventions into 
the trading system were discussed 
for further development of trade and 
economic relations between Pakistan 
and the Republic of Korea. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Multi-stakeholders 
Consultation on Developing Inte-
grated Humanitarian Response for 
Transgender Communities in Floods 
and Disasters, was held in Islam-
abad. The event themed Protection, 
Inclusion and Safeguarding” was or-
ganized jointly by the National Com-
mission for Human Rights (NCHR) 
and Peace and Justice Network 
(PJN), a national-level organization 
working for peace, justice, rule of 
law, and democracy. peaking on the 
occasion, member Minority, National 
Commission on Human Rights said 
that the government is committed 
to providing marginalised segments 
of society their rights, especially 
Transgender. Around 3,100 out of 
5,700 transgenders have been regis-
tered with NADRA while the rest are 
avoiding it due to the fear of social 
stigma. he national consultation was 
held in collaboration with multiple 
stakeholders such as the Govern-

ment of Pakistan, Parliamentarians, 
Representatives from UN agencies, 
Humanitarian organizations, trans-
gender leaders and transgender-led 
organizations as well as human 
rights activists and a large number 
of civil society representatives. This 
group will deliberate on the policy 
reforms to make the entire human-
itarian response paradigm inclusive 
of all especially transgender persons. 
Nayyab Ali a transgender rights ac-
tivist has said that the transgender 
community in Pakistan faces multi-
ple discriminations and layered op-
pression mainly due to their gender 
identity.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Chief Justice of Pa-
kistan (CJP) Umar Ata Bandial on 
Wednesday took a suo moto notice 
over the delay in the election of two 
provincial assemblies of Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. The CJP con-
stituted a nine-member bench com-
prising himself, Justice Ijazul Ah-

san, Justice Syed Mansoor Ali Shah, 
Justice Munib Akhtar, Justice Yahya 
Afridi, Justice Sayyed Mazahar Ali 
Akbar Naqvi, Justice Jamal Khan 
Mandokhail, Justice Muhammad Ali 
Mazhar and Justice Athar Minallah. 
The hearing of case was fixed for 
Thursday.(APP)

LAHORE: Director General (DG) Paki-
stan Electronic Media Regulatory Au-
thority (PEMRA) Muhammad Ikram 
Barkat has said that wars actually 
happen in people’s minds, and radio 
resolves these conflicts. Speaking at 
a seminar “Radio’s role in promoting 
peace” at the Punjab University Radio 
Centre FM 104.6 here on Wednesday, 
he said the government has granted ra-
dio licenses to the university campuses 
for the promotion of education, adding 
that Campus radio should be used to 
solve problems of students. Director 
School of Communication Studies 
Punjab University Prof. Dr. Nosheena 

Saleem, Chairperson Department of 
Film and Broadcasting Dr. Lubna Za-
heer, Associate Professor Dr. Shabir 
Sarwar, Associate Professor Dr. Faiza 
Latif, Radio Coordinator Dr. Akram 
Soomro, and Program Manager FM 
104.6 Muhammad Irshad Chaudhry 
attended besides a large number of 
students. The DG PEMRA said only 18 
percent of people in Pakistan have a 
radio. He said research should be pro-
moted for good content on media. He 
further said in Pakistan the negative 
role of radio is often discussed while 
in other countries the positive role is 
also discussed.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-N Member National Assembly 
(MNA) Tahira Aurangzeb on Thurs-
day urged the citizens to embrace a 
culture of frugality and to work togeth-
er with the government to overcome 
the country’s economic difficulties. 
Talking to ptv news channel, she said 
all political parties and citizens should 
unitedly work out a strategy to meet 
the economic challenges, adding, the 
decision of Prime Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif on restricting perks and priv-
ileges of the government officials is 

being appreciated. She said the gov-
ernment under Prime Minister Shah-
baz Sharif’ ‘austerity plan’ was taking 
practical measures to overcome the 
burden of inflation and for bringing 
economic stability to the country. Ta-
hira Urangzeb said Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif has unveiled austerity 
measures to save Rs 200 billion aimed 
to keep the country afloat, adding, the 
ruling class need to practice austerity 
with a view to manifest the govern-
ment’s sincere efforts to address the 
pervading challenges.(APP)

MULTAN: Additional Inspector Gen-
eral (AIG) South Punjab ordered to 
take strict action against the killer 
involved in the dual murder case 
here on Thursday. According to an 
official, Maqsood ul Hassan cast con-
cern over incident of killing of a cou-
ple by the woman’s brother. Initial in-
vestigation said the accused named 

Irfan had killed his sister along with 
the husband for contracting a love 
marriage. Police have started inves-
tigation after reaching out the spot 
and arrested the accused after re-
covering pistol used in the murder. 
ADIG further directed to the staff 
to expedite investigation and put in 
challan to the court.(APP)

CHARSADDA: The District Police 
along with the Drug Inspector act-
ing on a tip-off Thursday conduct-
ed a raid and sealed the pharma-
ceutical factory in Atmanzai area, 
manufacturing and packing fake 
medicines of international brands. 
The police arrested two accused 
identified as Tariq and Noman from 
the spot and confiscated the stock 
of fake medicines, machinery and 
sealed the factory. The drug in-

spector said that the accused were 
manufacturing fake antibiotics and 
packing those while using Names of 
different international brands. The 
raid was conducted on the instruc-
tions of District Police Officer Sajjad 
Ahmad who received the tip-off and 
deployed DSP City Alam Zaib, SHO 
City Alamgir Khan and Chowki In-
charge Atmanzai Aizaz Khan for a 
crackdown against the factory own-
er.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
way Authority (NHA) has made 
significant progress on the Indus 
Highway N55 Sarai Gambira - Ko-
hat section, which was divided into 
two sections of 60 kilometres each. 
Talking to APP here on Thursday, 
an official of NHA informed that 87 
percent of the first section and 91 
percent of the physical process in 
the second section were completed. 
He said that one of the most import-
ant places of this project along the 
highway for road users in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa south was Speena 
Morr. “This area was also known 
for being vulnerable to accidents, 
which have caused fatalities in the 

past,” he added. The official said 
that considering the importance and 
dangers the authority decided to ad-
dress this issue once and for all and 
after conducting several studies, 
it was determined that bypassing 
Speena Morr was the best solution 
to the problem. He said that the 
construction of the Speena Morr By-
pass, which is expected to be com-
pleted by the end of this year, will 
be an 11.8-kilometre four-lane new 
construction. The official said that 
the project’s progress was a signif-
icant achievement for the NHA, and 
it was expected to bring positive re-
sults for the commuters using the 
Indus Highway N55.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Eating a lot of pro-
cessed foods has been linked to an 
“increased risk” of cancer. With the 
cost of living crisis and the fast pace 
of modern life, it can be easy to rely 
on ready-made meals and fast foods. 
However, researchers from Imperial 
College London have now issued a 
warning about eating too many ul-
tra-processed foods – including so-
das, packaged breads, and cereals 
– claiming there is a link between 
such products and the risk of devel-
oping cancers. “This study adds to 
the growing evidence that ultra-pro-
cessed foods are likely to negative-
ly impact our health including our 
risk for cancer. Given the high levels 

of consumption in U.K. adults and 
children, this has important impli-
cations for future health outcomes,” 
said lead author Dr Eszter Vamos. 
“Although our study cannot prove 
causation, other available evidence 
shows that reducing ultra-processed 
foods in our diet could provide im-
portant health benefits. Further re-
search is needed to confirm these 
findings and understand the best 
public health strategies to reduce the 
widespread presence and harms of 
ultra-processed foods in our diet.” 
For the study, the team analysed UK 
Biobank records relating to the diets 
of 200,000 middle-aged adult partic-
ipants.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Senate Standing 
Committee on Religious Affairs and 
Interfaith Harmony on Wednesday 
emphasized printing the Holy Quran’s 
copies “error-free” and on quality pa-
pers. Senator Maulana Abdul Gha-
foor Haidari chaired the committee’s 
meeting, which was attended by Sen-
ator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah, 
Senator Gurdeep Singh, Senator An-
war Lal Dean, Senator Sajid Mir, Sen-
ator Haji Hidayatullah Khan, Senator 
Danesh Kumar, and senior officers 
from the religious affairs ministry. 
Matters including the publication of 
Holy Quran (Elimination of Printing 
and Recording Errors) (Amendment) 
Bill, 2022; details of expenditures 
incurred on Gurdwara Panja Sahib 
in Hassan Abdal by Evacuee Trust 

Property Board; Hajj Policy 2023; re-
port published in a local newspaper 
on alleged distortions in translations 
of the Holy Quran came under discus-
sion during the meeting. The ministry 
of Religious Affairs and Interfaith 
Harmony briefed the committee that 
to keep the reverence of Holy Quran 
alive, its “error-free publication” and 
sanctity of the used papers, the afore-
mentioned draft law [(Elimination 
of Printing and Recording Errors) 
(Amendment) Bill, 20220)] was ta-
bled. The ministry recalled that the 
federal cabinet approved the draft of 
proposed law in 2018. The ministry 
said that after approval from the Na-
tional Assembly in November, 2022, 
this bill was presented in the Senate 
in January this year.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The commission on 
missing Baloch Students under the 
convener ship of MNA Sardar Akhtar 
Mengal concluded the proceedings 
and submitted a comprehensive re-
port to the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC). The commission comprising 
MNA Sardar Akhtar Mengal, Sena-
tors Mian Raza Rabbani, Mushahid 
Hussain Syed, Kamran Murtaza, 
former Senator Afrasiab Khattak, 
former chief secretary Balochistan 
Nasir Mehmood Khosa, former MNA 

Asad Umar, Professor Dr Asma Faiz, 
Ali Ahmed Kurd, Hafeez ur Rehman 
Chaudhary, Secretary Ministry of Inte-
rior and Secretary Ministry of Human 
Rights, through its extensive efforts, 
encompassing a fact-finding visits, 
data collection exercises and analysis 
of testimonies by various stakeholders 
strongly “recognised the gravity of the 
issue pertaining to ethnic profiling and 
enforced disappearances of Baloch 
Students”, a news release issued here 
on Wednesday said.(APP)

US Ambassador Donald Blome called on Federal Minister  
for Finance and Revenue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar

GB Info department  
officers visit DEMP

6.2 magnitude  
earthquake jolts capital

Pedestrian killed in 
road accident

Man gunned down

AC imposes fines, serves 
notices to profiteers

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of offi-
cers of the Information Department 
from Gilgit Baltistan currently under 
training at the Information Service 
Academy has visited the Directorate 
of Electronic Media and Publica-
tions (DEMP). The delegation was 
welcomed by the Executive Director 
General, Dr Tariq Mehmood Khan, 
and briefed about the functions and 
performance of DEMP. The officers 
from Gilgit Baltistan Information 
Department toured all the sections 
of DEMP and showed keen interest 
in the working and style of the offi-
cers and staff of the Directorate of 
Electronic Media and Publications. 
They expressed the desire to repli-
cate the monitoring setup of DEMP 
in GB at a small scale. The officers 
also discussed possibilities of collab-
oration between DEMP and the GB 
government in documentary making 
and conducting of exhibitions. The 
visiting officers were presented with 
souvenirs on the conclusion of their 
tour. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: An earthquake of 
magnitude 6.2 on the Richter scale 
jolted Islamabad and its surrounding 
areas on early Thursday morning. 
According to the Seismological Cen-
ter the epicenter of the earthquake 
was the border area of Tajikistan and 
its depthwas 60 kilometers. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: A pedestrian 
was killed by hitting a tractor-trol-
ley near Madina chowk bypass Kot 
Addu here on Thursday. According 
to rescue officials, a trolley load-
ed with sugarcane hit 30-year-old 
Muhammad Rashid near Madina 
chowk bypass Kot Addu. As a re-
sult, Muhammad Rashid died on the 
spot. Rescue-1122 shifted the body 
to a nearby hospital, later, the body 
handed over to heirs. The accident 
occurred due to the failure of brakes 
of the tractor-trolley. Police have reg-
istered a case. Further probe was un-
derway. (APP)

SARGODHA: A man was gunned 
down by some unidentified outlaws 
here in Bhalwal area on Thursday. 
Saddar Bhalwal police said that 
Asad Khan (45) r/o Dhadeel (Bhu-
lwal),was returning home after 
picking his children from school on 
car,when some armed outlaws rid-
ing motorcycle intercepted him near 
Parhyar colony adda. They opened 
indiscriminate firing,killing him on 
the spot. Police concerned reached 
the spot, shifted the body to hospital. 
The cause behind the murder could 
not be ascertained yet,said police. 
Further investigation was under way. 
(APP)

ABBOTTABAD: In order to ensure 
the implementation of price lists is-
sued by the district administrations, 
Assistant Commissioner (AC) Ab-
bottabad, Saqlain Salim Thursday 
imposed fines and served notices to 
the shopkeepers during the inspec-
tion from Fawara Chowk to Have-
lian. Saqlain Saleem also sealed one 
petrol pump for the reduction in per 
liter petrol scale. (APP)
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WASHINGTON: Minister for Com-
merce Syed Naveed Qamar today 
met U.S. Special Representative 
for Commercial and Business Af-
fairs Mr. Dilawar Syed at Em-
bassy of Pakistan Washington to 
discuss ways and means for en-
hancing Pak-U.S. bilateral trade.  
Mr. Dilawar Sayed was accompa-
nied by Elizabeth Horst, Principal 
Deputy Assistant Secretary and 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Pa-
kistan, Brian J. McGrath and Jeff 
Rubenstein. Ambassador Masood 
Khan, Secretary Commerce Mu-
hammad Sualeh Ahmad Faruqui, 
Secretary BOI Asad Gilani and 
Minister (Trade) Azmat Mahmood 
assisted the Commerce Minister.  
Minister Commerce is visiting 
Washington D.C. to attend Pak-

US Trade Investment Framework 
Agreement (TIFA) ministerial meet-
ing which would be held tomor-
row. Last TIFA ministerial meet-
ing was held in 2016 in Islamabad.  
Matters related to Pak-US bilateral 
trade, foreign direct investments in 
Pakistan, business operation of U.S. 
companies working in the country 
and Pak exports to the United States 
were discussed during the meet-
ing. Operational and regulatory is-
sues also came under discussion.  
In his remarks, the Commerce Min-
ister welcomed resumption of TIFA 
ministerial meeting after a gap of al-
most 8 years terming it ‘critical’ to-
wards enhancing bilateral trade ties, 

being the focus of Pak-US relations.  
“The momentum being generat-
ed with the resumption of these 
high level talks would lead to a 
breakthrough in realizing trade 
potential between the two coun-
tries,” said the Commerce Minister.  
Noting bilateral trade volume of 
around $12 billion, Naveed Qamar 
said that the present trade figures do 
not reflect the true potential existing 
between the two countries, keeping 
in view the size of U.S. economy 

and a huge market of Pakistan with 
a sizeable and vibrant middle class 
and youth bulge. Pakistan, he said, 
looked forward to a greater inter-
action especially in the areas of IT, 
tech, agriculture and other sectors. 
U.S. Special Representative for 
Commercial and Business Affairs 
Mr. Dilawar Syed said that there 
were significant opportunities avail-
able ‘in a massive and healthy mar-
ket’ to enhance our bilateral trade. 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secre-
tary and Deputy Assistant Secretary 
for Pakistan Elizabeth Horst in her 
remarks stated that United States 
wanted Pak-US relationship to fur-
ther grow. (APP)

Maryam to address PML-N organizational convention today: Marriyum
ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League (Nawaz) spokesperson Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb Thursday said 
that PML-N Senior Vice President 
Maryam Nawaz Sharif was due in 
Sargodha today on a two-day visit 
in connection with the party’s re-
organization. She would address 
an organizational convention in 
Sargodha today, she said in a state-
ment. Marriyum Aurangzeb, who is 
also Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting said Maryam Nawaz 

would preside over an organization-
al meeting on Friday in Sargodha 
which would be attended by local 
presidents and general secretaries 
of the party. She said that the or-

ganizational structure and perfor-
mance of the party will be reviewed 
in the meeting. Maryam Nawaz will 
also meet social media, women and 
youth wing officials, Marriyum Au-
rangzeb said. It is worth a mention 
that Maryam Nawaz who is also 
Chief Organizer of the PML-N had 
started organizational tours from 
February. She has so far visited Ba-
hawalpur, Multan, Abbottabad, Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi divisions. 
(APP)

CTD, police kill six terrorists in intelligence 
based operation

LAKKI MARWAT: Counter-Terror-
ism Department (CTD) Bannu and 
District Police conducted a success-
ful intelligence operation within the 
limits of Didiwala police station and 
killed 6 terrorists of the banned or-
ganization in exchange of firing. 
According to the office of a district 
police officer, the terrorists were 
planning to attack the Abbasia po-
lice post when they were besieged 
by teams of CTD and district police 
after receiving confirmed informa-
tion of their presence in the area. 
The terrorists started firing at police 
teams as soon as they approached 

near but were killed in retaliation by 
the police and CTD. Four out of the 
six killed terrorists were identified 
as Ziaullah alias Kochi s/o Dawood, 
Saftullah alias Droon s/o of Hayatul-
lah, Mohibullah s/o Sharif, Kaleemul-
lah alias Faqir s/o Amir Nawaz, while 
identification of other two terrorists 
was being ascertained. The terrorists 
had been involved in several terrorist 
activities including attacks on police 
and security forces. In November 
last year, the terrorists attacked a po-
lice mobile vehicle of Chowki Abba-
sia in which six policemen embraced 
martyrdom.(APP)

Eight wheat smugglers 
arrested with 4,710 bags

Fertilizer dealer held for 
black marketing

Old enmity claims  
three lives

IRSA releases 100,200 
cusecs water

5-kg hash recovered

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district police 
on Thursday caught eight wheat 
and flour smugglers and recovered 
4,710 wheat, flour and fine flour 
bags. According to a district admin-
istration spokesman, the food De-
partment Rawalpindi and Potohar 
Division Police conducted raids in 
Naseerabad, Taxila, Mandra areas 
and rounded up Usman, Ismail, Ab-
dullah, Moaz Ali, Arshad, Shahid, 
Sabir and Asad on recovery of 4,710 
wheat, flour and fine flour bags. He 
informed that the authorities of the 
food department along with Poto-
har Division Police conducted raids 
in their respective jurisdiction and 
rounded up the wheat and flour 
smugglers. (APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: A dealer was 
held red-handed for selling fertilizer 
at higher prices after a crackdown 
launched by the local authority here 
on Thursday. According to Price 
Control Magister, Ghulam Shanir 
Ghaskori the accused was spotted 
at Sheikh Umar, suburban area of 
Kot Addu. In anonymous checking, 
it was discovered that the owner 
of Angro Tradors named Malik Za-
far Abbas son of Ghulam Rasool 
was trading urea fertilizer in black 
which meant to be at higher prices 
than the prescribed rate. He was 
found selling the urea at Rs. 3000/50 
kg instead of Rs. 2440/50 kg as the 
authorized rate fixed by the district 
authority, he told to APP. (APP)

SARGODHA: Three persons includ-
ing a woman were gunned down 
over old enmity here on Thursday. 
Sahiwal police said that Mudassir 
had old enmity with his relative So-
hail.On the day of incident, Sohail 
along with accomplices gunned 
down three members of a family 
and injured another. The deceased 
were identified as -- Mudassir,Man-
zooran Bibi (mother),Nadim Abbas 
(cousin) s/o Yousaf, residents of 
mohala Hussainabad while Agha 
prame (brother of Mudassir) sus-
tained bullet injuries.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Thursday re-
leased 100,200 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 60,500 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1467.55 feet and was 69.55 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam were recorded as 17,400 cusecs 
while outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Man-
gla Dam was 1115.55 feet, which was 
65.55 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water were recorded 19,900 cusecs 
and 27,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa 
, Guddu and Sukkur was recorded 
50,400, 44,800, 30,400 and 6,200 cu-
secs respectively. (APP)

SARGODHA: Factory area police on 
Thursday arrested a drug peddler and 
recovered 5 kg hashish from his pos-
session. The raiding team during a 
crackdown arrested the accused Safi 
ullah Khan. Police registered case un-
der drug act,said police.(APP)

NA-17 by-election activities gain momentum in Haripur

President signs Finance (Supplementary) bill 2023

PTI workers reject Imran Khan’s politics,  
Jail Bharu move: Sherry

Commerce Minister meets U.S. Special  
Representative for Commercial and Business Affairs

Shahera Shahid for providing maximum  
opportunities to women for  participation  

in nation building process

Govt’s ‘austerity plan’ will steer country out  
of economic crisis soon : Karim Kundi

Black Ice poses hazardous conditions for  
drivers, pedestrians during winter

Two street criminals arrested; Rs 55,000 
snatched cash recovered

ANF seizes over 508 kg drugs in six operations; 
arrests seven

HARIPUR: As the by-elections for 
NA-17 Haripur are approaching 
closer and closer political activities 
on Thursday gained momentum 
across the district like in other parts 
of the country. Two major candidates 
include former Federal minister 
Omer Ayub Khan of PTI and former 
PML-N member national assembly 
Babar Nawaz Khan have launched a 
comprehensive campaign in the con-
stituency and addressed many pub-
lic gatherings and corner meetings. 
After the boycott of by-elections by 
PDM the expected candidate from 
PML-N is contesting elections inde-

pendently while PTI has allotted a 
ticket to its former MNA Omer Ayub 
Khan. Moreover, the candidate’s 
supporters and party workers have 
also started door-to-door campaigns 
in favour of their respective parties. 
Both the political party candidates 
blame each other for ongoing eco-
nomic crises in the country. Interest-
ingly, the masses are least interested 
in the by-elections owing to the cur-
rent economic situation and both the 
candidates are trying to convince 
people of their support in the upcom-
ing general election as well which 
will be held after four months.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on 
Thursday gave accent to the Finance 
(Supplementary) bill 2023. The presi-
dent gave the approval to the bill in ac-

cordance with Article 75 of the Consti-
tution, the media wing of the President 
House said. The National Assembly had 
passed the bill on Monday.(APP)

ISLAMABAD:Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Thursday said the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) workers 
had rejected Imran Khan’s politics 
as was evident from their lack of 
participation in Jail Bharo (court ar-
rest) drive. In a flurry of tweets, the 
federal minister said by not partici-
pating in Jail Bharu movement, the 
PTI workers had expressed their in-
difference to Imran Khan’s politics. 
Senator Rehman brushed aside the 
claims of PTI for the huge arrests of 
workers and leaders. She said there 
was no truth in the claim of the ar-

rest of 700 people by the PTI. “Teh-
reek-e-Insaf claimed 200 arrests but 
only 80 people were arrested,” she 
added. Sherry Rehman added that 
today the people of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa would also reject Imran 
Khan’s personal political spectacle. 
“Imran Khan get out of “Bail Park” 
(dubbing his residence Zaman Park 
as Zamanat Park) and lead the Jail 
Bharu Movement. Tehreek-e-Insaf 
workers are disappointed with the 
announcement of Jail Bharu Teh-
reek. That is why they have rejected 
this drama,” wrote Sherry Rehman.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Secretary Information 
and Broadcasting Shahera Shahid 
said on Thursday that women con-
stituted 51 percent of the population 
of Pakistan and providing them max-
imum opportunities was imererative 
for their active participation in the 
nation building process. This she said 
while addressing the logo lauching 
ceremony of “Her Hunar” exhibition 
to be hosted by Trade Development 
Authority of Pakistan (TDRP) at Pak- 
China Friendship Center on March 
4-5. The event is being organised to 
encourage and celebrate women en-
trepreneurs of the country. She said 
that the progress and prosperity of 
any nation was not possible without 

active participation of female gender.
The Secretary appreciated the TDRP 
for planning an event to give oppor-
tunities to women entrepreneurs 
from North Pakistan to get exposure.
She said that not only the northern 
Pakistan was beautiful but its people 
were very good and highly talent-
ed. She said that it was heartening 
to note that more and more women 
were joining civil service and cur-
rently over 40 percent officers in the 
Ministry of Information and Broad-
casting were women. She said that 
she was also happy to learn that Is-
lamabad Women Cammber of Com-
merce and Industry has about one 
thousand members. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
Prime Minister and former deputy 
speaker National Assembly Faisal 
Karim Kundi on Thursday expressed 
hope that the government’s austeri-
ty plan will steer the country out of 
the current economic crisis soon. 
The economic challenges facing the 
country at present were mainly due 
to the poor economic performance 
and corrupt practices by the previous 
government, he said while talking on 
a private news channel. He said “big 
and bold decisions” were the need 
of the hour to stabilise the country’s 
economy. Replying to a question, he 
said that Pakistan People’s Party did 
not believe in political victimization 

of any political leader as PPP itself 
faced victimization and rendered 
sacrifices for democracy which will 
always be remembered. He said 
that the inefficiency of Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf leadership was be-
ing exposed with each passing day, 
adding, PTI’s so-called marches had 
failed badly and now its ‘jail bharo 
tehreek’ will fail as well. He further 
mentioned that Imran Khan’s gov-
ernment had adopted flawed foreign, 
domestic and economic policies due 
to which the country stood isolated, 
adding, PTI leaders were painting a 
rosy picture in the last four year’s 
public gatherings, but the situation 
on the ground was vice versa.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Black ice is a thin, 
transparent layer of ice that forms 
on road surfaces when temperatures 
drop below freezing, which creates 
dangerous and potentially deadly 
conditions on roads and sidewalks. 
Talking to APP here on Thursday, 
an official of National Highways and 
Motorway Police (NHMP) said that 
black ice can be difficult to see and 
highly hazardous for drivers and pe-
destrians alike. He said that Black 
ice creates slippery surfaces, causing 
vehicles to lose traction, skid out of 
control, and making it difficult for 
pedestrians to maintain their footing, 
leading to accidents and injuries. He 
informed that northern regions of 

Pakistan, including Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, and parts 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, experience 
hazardous driving conditions due to 
the formation of black ice on roads 
and sidewalks. The official said that 
in areas where snow clearing is nec-
essary, snow hoovers and dumpers 
with edged blades are used. “A snow 
hoovers, also known as a snow blow-
er, is a machine that clears snow from 
roads, sidewalks, and other surfaces 
by using a powerful fan to blow the 
snow away while a dumper with an 
edged blade is a type of snowplow 
that uses a large blade to push snow 
to the side of the road or into a dump 
truck” he explained.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: In an operation 
against criminal elements, Rawalpin-
di Police here on Thursday arrested 
two street criminals and recovered 
Rs 55,000 snatched cash, nine mo-
bile phones, a motorcycle, weapons 
and other items from their posses-
sion. According to a police spokes-
man, Saddar Wah police arrested 
two, Maazullah and ringleader of Lal 
Bagh gang namely Lal Bagh, wanted 
in various cases. He informed that 
the police team constituted under 

the supervision of SHO Saddar Wah 
Police Station on the directives of the 
Superintendent of Police conducted 
a raid and managed to net the ac-
cused and recovered Rs 55,000 cash, 
nine mobile phones, a motorcycle, 
weapons and other items from their 
possession. As per the preliminary 
police record, the criminals were 
also involved in other crimes, he said 
adding, the arrested street criminals 
had been sent to jail for an identifica-
tion parade. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) Pakistan has seized over 508 
kg drugs and arrested seven ac-
cused while conducting six count-
er-narcotics operations across the 
country, said an ANF spokesman 
here on Thursday. He informed that 
ANF Balochistan conducted a raid 
in Pishin and recovered 200 kg her-
oin and 200 kg morphine. In another 
raid in Quetta, ANF recovered 20.4 
kg charras from secret cavities of a 
car and rounded up two accused. In 
the third operation, ANF recovered 

33 kg charras and held two drug 
dealers, residents of Gilgit, netted 
near Gilgit Airport. He informed that 
93 grams heroin and 88 grams Ice 
drug were recovered from a parcel 
booked at International Mail Office 
Rawalpindi for Qatar. In the fifth op-
eration, ANF foiled a bid to smuggle 
drugs from Peshawar to Hazara and 
recovered 43.2 kg charras from se-
cret cavities of a car besides netting 
an accused resident of Swabi inter-
cepted near Peshawar-Bara road. 
(APP)
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Finance veteran Zhu set to head China’s central bank

S. Korean shipbuilders embrace foreign labour amid shortage

Qantas leaps to profit but softer fares spook investors

Apple’s Chinese manufacturer to develop AR device

Adnoc Gas eyes US$2bil from this year’s biggest IPO

Nvidia gains after AI demand helps lift forecast

S. Korea freezes rates, ending year-long run of hikes

Mercedes enlists Google’s help in software reboot

BEIJING: A career banker and head 
of a state-run financial conglomer-
ate, Zhu Hexin, is likely to become 
governor of China’s central bank 
after next month’s annual session 
of parliament, according to people 
familiar with the matter. The news 
was first reported today by the Wall 
Street Journal, which also said He 
Lifeng, head of China’s state plan-
ning agency and a longtime con-
fidant of President Xi Jinping, is 
likely to become the central bank’s 

Communist Party chief. He’s party 
role would be in addition to his ex-
pected appointment as vice-premier 
in charge of the economy, the Jour-
nal reported, a position he had been 

widely expected to take over from 
vice-premier Liu He, who is set to 
retire. The People’s Bank of China 
and the state council information of-
fice did not immediately respond to 
requests for comment. If confirmed, 
the 54-year-old Zhu would replace Yi 
Gang, who has been expected to re-
tire during next month’s leadership 
reshuffle after he was dropped from 
an elite body of the ruling Commu-
nist Party at its once-in-five years 
congress in October. (Agencies)

GEOJE ISLAND: The sea change 
afoot in this shipbuilding hub south-
west of Busan can be felt at Asia 
DC Mart, a supermarket that boasts 
both a view of a 100-meter-tall por-
tal crane and a growing array of 
imported goods. The manager of 
the store, which already offers 200 
types of seasonings, has been fret-
ting about how to expand its lineup 
even further to respond to the rap-
id rise of foreign residents in the 
area. “I have to add more sweets 
and dried noodles, which Indone-

sians like,” she said. Prompting the 
surge is an effort by the government 
to open its doors wider to foreign 
workers – mainly from Southeast 
Asia – amid a severe shortage of 
shipbuilding workers that have left 

the big three players in the red even 
with demand booming. Around 
2,000 foreigners have been brought 
into shipyards around the country 
this month alone, according to the 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and En-
ergy. The 400sq km island of Geoje 
is home to shipyards run by Sam-
sung Heavy Industries and Daewoo 
Shipbuilding & Marine Engineering, 
the world’s third- and fourth-largest 
shipbuilders, alongside a number 
of subcontractors with construction 
know-how. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australian flagship airline 
Qantas Airways swung to a record 
first-half profit as appetite for travel 
grew faster than it could sell seats, but 
warned sky-high fares would moder-
ate as it and competitors added more 
flights, sending its shares down 6%. 
The so-called “flying kangaroo” also 
said it was buying back A$500 million 
(US$340.85 million) of shares as it de-
clared a turnaround from the shock 
of initial Covid-19 lockdowns when it 
had cash to survive for just 11 weeks 

if it had not parked planes and stood 
down most of its staff without pay. 
SYDNEY: Australian flagship airline 
Qantas Airways swung to a record 
first-half profit as appetite for travel 

grew faster than it could sell seats, 
but warned sky-high fares would 
moderate as it and competitors added 
more flights, sending its shares down 
6%. The so-called “flying kangaroo” 
also said it was buying back A$500 
million (US$340.85 million) of shares 
as it declared a turnaround from the 
shock of initial Covid-19 lockdowns 
when it had cash to survive for just 11 
weeks if it had not parked planes and 
stood down most of its staff without 
pay. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: Apple’s Chinese con-
tract manufacturer Luxshare Preci-
sion Industry Co Ltd will help develop 
the iPhone maker’s long-awaited aug-
mented reality (AR) device, Nikkei 
Asia reported on Thursday. Luxshare 
has taken over the AR development 
team in Shanghai, previously owned 
by Taiwan’s Pegatron, the first to help 
Apple develop the device, the report 
said, citing people familiar with the 
matter. Taiwan-based Foxconn is also 
helping with the project, Nikkei said, 

and Apple has tapped two of its most 
important suppliers, Taiwan Semicon-
ductor Manufacturing Co and Sony, 
to develop micro OLED displays for 
the device. The iPhone maker, Lux-

share Precision, Foxconn, TSMC and 
Sony did not immediately respond 
to Reuters’ request for comment. 
Apple’s headset is set to cost around 
US$3,000 and will be launched in this 
year’s spring event, Bloomberg previ-
ously reported. The company hopes 
to reduce the price for the second 
generation of the device, Nikkei said. 
The device will compete with the likes 
of Meta Platforms’ Quest Pro virtual 
and mixed-reality headset launched 
late last year at US$1,500. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The United Arab Emirates 
national oil company wants to raise 
as much as $2 billion from its natu-
ral gas business in what is set to be 
the biggest initial public offering so 
far this year. Abu Dhabi National Oil 
Co is selling a 4% stake in Adnoc Gas, 
with each of the 3.07 billion shares be-
ing offered at between 2.25 and 2.43 
dirhams. At the top of the range, the 
company will be valued at US$50.8 

billion, making it one of the world’s 
largest listed gas firms and roughly 
on par with Eni SpA and Occidental 
Petroleum Corp. Several funds, in-
cluding Abu Dhabi state-linked enti-
ties, have committed US$850 million 

as cornerstone investors. Among 
them are Alpha Dhabi and Interna-
tional Holding Co. The IPO will be the 
biggest-ever in Abu Dhabi at the top 
end of the range, pipping chemicals 
firm Borouge’s deal in mid-2022. It’s 
the latest in a series of stock sales in 
the Persian Gulf as governments seek 
to fund a transition away from fossil 
fuels and bring more international in-
vestors into their markets. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Nvidia Corp jumped in late 
trading after giving a bullish revenue out-
look for the current quarter, suggesting 
that a push into artificial intelligence pro-
cessors is helping offset sluggish demand 
for personal computer chips. Sales in 
the three months ending in April will be 
about US$6.5 billion, the company said in 

a statement Wednesday. That compares 
with an average of analysts’ estimates of 

US$6.35 billion, according to data com-
plied by Bloomberg. The forecast signals 
that Nvidia’s push into AI computing chips 
is paying off. Under CEO and co-founder 
Jensen Huang, the company has parlayed 
its dominance of graphics processors into 
a strong position in the growing market 
for AI hardware. (Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korea’s central bank 
on Thursday froze benchmark interest 
rates at 3.5% owing to concerns over 
the slowing economy, ending a year-
long run of hikes. The Bank of Korea 
decision comes after the economy 
shrank in the last three months of 2022 
– the first time since the second quarter 

of 2020 as the pandemic kicked in. The 
reading prompted speculation that the 
BOK would have to adjust its pace of 
monetary tightening. It had hiked rates 
eight times since January 2022 – with 
one pause in February – as it fought to 
curb rising prices, which surged last 
year after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

sent the cost of energy and food soar-
ing. While the inflation is projected to 
be “above the target level” this year, the 
BOK said in a statement it was deemed 
“appropriate to judge whether the base 
rate needs to rise further while assess-
ing the pace of (the) inflation slow-
down”. (Agencies)

LONDON: Mercedes-Benz AG has 
tapped Google to assist with a reboot 
of software-based features it’s expect-
ing to generate just under €10 billion 
(US$10.6 billion) of additional revenue 
by the end of the decade. The new op-
erating system, to debut around 2025, 
will go into models spanning Mer-
cedes’s entire lineup and keep vehicles 
updated throughout their lifespan, the 
luxury car maker said Wednesday. Mer-
cedes is working with select partners 
including Alphabet Inc, Nvidia Corp 
and Luminar Technologies Inc, but said 

it plans to keep a tight grip on technol-
ogy to guard against revenue slipping 
away to tech competitors. “When you 
build a software house, you don’t have 
to lay every single brick yourself or put 
up every single tile in the bathroom,” 

CEO Ola Källenius said Wednesday in 
an interview with Bloomberg Televi-
sion in Sunnyvale, California. “You’ve 
got to be in control as the architect, but 
leverage tech partnerships and make 
sure you work with the best.” Carmak-
ers have tripped up on developing their 
own software functions that are outside 
of their decades-old hardware exper-
tise. Last year, Volkswagen AG delayed 
new electric Audi and Porsche models 
because it couldn’t get an accompany-
ing operating system to work in time. 
(Agencies)

Alibaba’s sales beat expectations at US$35.9bil

EU Commission to ban TikTok on staff’s phones

Jokowi tells Indonesians to spend  
as consumption dips

HK exchange reports IPO drought in 2022  
as profits slide

WM Motor’s pay cuts, layoffs reflect China’s EV strain

Singapore’s inflation climbs, raises chance of tightening

HONG KONG: Alibaba Group Hold-
ing’s sales grew 2% to 247.76 billion 
yuan (US$35.92 billion) in the Sep-
tember to December period, the Chi-
nese e-commerce company reported 
today, beating an average forecast 
of 245.18 billion yuan by 23 analysts 
surveyed by Refinitiv. The Hang-
zhou-based company’s net income 
attributable to ordinary shareholders 
was 46.82 billion yuan in its fiscal 
third quarter, up from 27.69 billion 
yuan in the same period a year ago. 
“During the past quarter, we contin-
ued to improve operating efficiency 
and cost optimisation that resulted 

in robust profit growth,” said Toby 
Xu, chief financial officer of Alibaba 
Group. But Alibaba’s commerce in 
China, which accounted for 69% of 
its total revenue, was down 1% from a 
year ago to 170 billion yuan. China’s 
total retail sales in 2022 dipped 0.2% 
year-on-year, according to official 
data. Still, online retail sales managed 
to gain 4% from the previous year. Al-
ibaba’s latest figures cover a period 
when dozens of cities were placed 
under de facto lockdowns as part 
of China’s zero-Covid policy, which 
it dismantled at the end of the year. 
(Agencies)

BRUSSELS: The European Com-
mission is suspending Chinese short 
video-sharing app TikTok from its 
employees’ corporate phones, EU 
industry chief Thierry Breton said 
today, citing a focus on cyber securi-
ty. Breton however declined to give 
further details at a news conference 
on whether there were any incidents 
involving TikTok. “To increase its 
cyber security, the commission’s 
corporate management board has 
decided to suspend the use of the 
TikTok application on its corporate 
devices and on personal devices 
enrolled in the commission mobile 
device service,” the EU executive 
said in a statement. “This measure 

aims to protect the commission 
against cyber security threats and 
actions which may be exploited for 
cyber attacks against the corporate 
environment of the commission,” it 
said. TikTok said it was disappoint-
ed with the commission’s decision, 
saying it was “misguided and based 
on fundamental misconceptions”. 
(Agencies)

JAKARTA: Indonesians should save 
less money and spend more on shop-
ping, concerts and sporting events 
so that consumption can drive stron-
ger economic growth, President 
Joko Widodo said. There’s roughly 
690 trillion rupiah (US$45.4 billion) 
sitting idle in savings accounts as 
people “hit the brakes” on spending 
in 2022, Jokowi, as the president is 
known, said in a meeting with provin-
cial governments on Thursday. With 
all pandemic restrictions scrapped 
this year, local leaders should push 
Indonesians to go out more, he said. 
“They don’t want to shop, don’t want 
to come to restaurants, don’t want to 
come to markets, don’t want to come 
to malls — no, better keep it in the 

bank,” Jokowi said. “This is not al-
lowed. We must encourage the pub-
lic to spend as much as possible to 
trigger our economic growth.” This 
isn’t the first time the president em-
barked on a shopping campaign. He 
made a similar call during a nation-
al shopping week almost two years 
ago in a bid to revive spending that 
had slowed during the pandemic.  
(Agencies)

HONG KONG: Hong Kong’s stock 
exchange last year saw the fewest 
new listings in more than a decade, it 
said Thursday as the city struggles to 
emerge from pandemic isolation and 
kickstart an economic recovery. Hong 
Kong Exchanges and Clearing (HKEX) 
reported 90 initial public offerings 
during 2022, raking in HK$104.6 bil-
lion (US$13.3 billion), a fall of almost 
70% from the previous year. Before the 
pandemic, Hong Kong’s bourse was 
often crowned as the top IPO venue 
in the world, drawing more than 100 
new listings annually between 2013 
and 2020. The latest figures mark a 
steep drop from peak levels in 2020 

when IPOs raised HK$400 billion. The 
recession-hit city’s exchange also saw 
annual profits plunge 20% to HK$10.1 
billion, the first drop since 2016. At the 
start of last year, vast swathes of Hong 
Kong’s economy shut down as the 
highly transmissible Omicron variant 
fuelled the city’s worst-ever coronavi-
rus outbreak. (Agencies)

SHANGHAI: Expectations were 
high for WM Motor Holdings Ltd., 
a Shanghai-based electric-vehicle 
maker backed by tech giant Baidu 
Inc and started by a former Volvo AB 
executive. Now, it risks becoming yet 
another casualty of the slow-motion 
shakeout in China’s crowded EV mar-
ket. The company needs to cut costs 
to survive, founder and CEO Shen 
Hui wrote in a staff memo earlier this 
month seen by Bloomberg News. Sal-
aries have been slashed, with employ-
ee pay reduced by 30% in October and 
some managers taking 50% cuts, an-
other memo dated Nov 21 showed. At 
least 20% of WM Motor’s workforce 

has been laid off since November, and 
voluntary departures have resulted 
in the total count dropping by about 
40% to fewer than 2,000 staff, people 
familiar with the carmaker’s situation 
told Bloomberg. Laid-off workers are 
still awaiting compensation, and pay-
ments to some suppliers and contrac-
tors have been delayed or only par-
tially made, some of the people said. 
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s core infla-
tion, the gauge closely watched by the 
central bank, rose to a 14-year high, 
even after the central bank has tight-
ened policy five times since October 
2021. The measure, which excludes 
private transport and accommodation, 
rose 5.5% in January from a year earlier, 
the fastest pace since November 2008 
according to a statement Thursday. That 
compares with a 5.7% median estimate 

in a Bloomberg survey. The quickening 
pace of inflation raises the possibility of 
the MAS further tightening its exchange 
rate policy at its mid-April meeting. Fi-
nance minister Lawrence Wong in his 
Feb 14 budget speech said he expected 
headline inflation to remain high for 
the first half of 2023 and announced an 
additional S$3 billion (US$2.2 billion) 
to help lower-income households cope 
with the higher cost of living. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Your most deeply held val-
ues are on the line today, so defend 
them from all comers. It might not 
be an overt struggle, but you should 
try to make sure that you’re careful 
to watch for the other side.
– TAURUS: Share your good feeling 
with friends and family members, 
especially those who may be down 
or sort of distant. You might need to 
draw on your own reserves of ener-
gy to help, but you’ve got plenty! 
– GEMINI: Financial issues are on 
your mind, especially if unpaid bills 
are starting to age. You ought to be 
able to handle it all, but you’ve got to 
focus on the issue right now before 
anything gets any worse.
– CANCER: Focus on home and fam-
ily today, even more so than usual. 
There may be no pressing obliga-
tions, but you should at least check 
in with the most important people in 
your life to see how it’s going.
– LEO: Try to defer any new projects 
or opportunities for a few more days 
at least. You’ve got to clear space 
for them first. It’s one of those days 

that’s great for finishing but not so 
great for starting.
– VIRGO: You’re finding unexpect-
ed depth in a relationship you may 
never have thought much about, and 
today takes you to an entirely new 
level! It may be time to reconsider 
some assumptions.
– LIBRA: Today’s biggest conflict 
(there may be a few) requires an 
outsider to come in and arbitrate. 
You should find that people are more 
willing to accept the judgment of an 
objective referee.
– SCORPIO: You are squaring off 
against someone who really doesn’t 
know what they’re up against! You 
may need to show them what’s up 
your sleeve before you’re ready, but 
it should still go well for you.
– SAGITTARIUS: Narrow your focus 
today, as the small details are much 
more important than the big picture. 
Something you notice early on may 
grow in importance as the day un-
folds, so keep an open mind.
– CAPRICORN: Don’t let anything or 
anyone distract you from what you 
know you’ve got to do. Let your con-
science be your guide. Once you’ve 
locked on target, you should be able 
to get it all done flawlessly.
– ACQUARIUS: Your family, espe-
cially parents and other older rel-
atives, are important to you today. 
Make sure to check in with them or 
remember them and you might find 
current problems a bit simpler to 
deal with.
– PISCES: Your ability to get the 
word out and sway people is peaking 
now, especially if you can appeal to 
the heart rather than having to stick 
with rational arguments. It’s a task 
right up your alley.
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Saudi Arabia send first female team to ITF event

UK’s ‘voice of football’ John Motson dead at 77

Carnival set for weekend finale as Dubai World Cup looms

US women clinch SheBelieves Cup with 2-1 win over Brazil

England unchanged for second test, Henry set to return for NZ

Tokyo bronze medallist weightlifter Son handed eight-year ban for doping

WTA roundup: Walkover sends Iga Swiatek into Dubai semis

COLOMBO: Women’s sport in Saudi 
Arabia reached a new milestone this 
week as the kingdom sent their first 
female team to an International Tennis 
Federation (ITF) event. The Asia/Ocea-
nia pre-qualifying event of Billie Jean 
King Cup Juniors, hosted this week in 
Colombo, Sri Lanka, is the first time 
Saudi Arabia has been represented by 
a female team at an ITF event. “This is 
an amazing experience, and it is so em-
powering,” Saudi Arabia captain Areej 
Farah told ITF. “Taking part in this 
event is a big step for women’s tennis 
in Saudi and we are all very proud to 
represent our country and do our best. 

“Watching doors open for our young 
Saudi female athletes is just beyond 
exciting. I feel like I’m living through 
them, and I honestly thank this team 
for trusting me and allowing me this 
opportunity to guide them.” With Saudi 
government’s recent reforms granting 

women in the country more freedoms, 
Saudi Arabia’s women’s football team 
played their first match in February 
2022. “It’s groundbreaking because 
Saudi Arabia has a goal of expanding 
the number of women in sports, and 
being a part of that just makes us feel 
so lucky,” Dania Alzuhair, representing 
Saudi Arabia at the 16-and-under team 
event, added. “Billie Jean King Cup is 
a huge international event, and we are 
so proud to take part in it.” The ITF has 
been working with the Saudi Arabian 
Tennis Federation in the development 
of junior initiatives over the last few 
years, it said. (Agencies)

LONDON: British football commenta-
tor John Motson has died aged 77, his 
family announced in a statement to-
day. Popularly known as “Motty”, Mot-
son started working on the BBC’s flag-
ship highlights show Match of the Day 
in 1971. He went on to cover 10 World 
Cups, 10 European Championships 
and 29 FA Cup finals for the channel 
before retiring from the organisation 
in 2018. “It is with great sadness we 
announce that John Motson OBE died 
peacefully in his sleep today,” said 

a statement from Motson’s family. 
Motson became an OBE in 2001 for 
services to sports broadcasting and 
was made famous for his trademark 
sheepskin coats, delivering his final 
BBC commentary back in 2018 when 

Crystal Palace faced West Bromwich 
Albion. “Deeply saddened to hear that 
John Motson has died,” former En-
gland striker and current Match of the 
Day commentator Gary Lineker said 
on Twitter. “A quite brilliant commen-
tator and the voice of football in this 
country for generations. He’ll be very 
much missed.” Motson joined the BBC 
on a full-time basis as a sports present-
er on Radio 2 in 1968, having been 
at BBC Radio Sheffield beforehand. 
(Agencies)

The Carnival has gone by all too fast 
and Friday is the last evening meeting, 
before the excitement of Super Satur-
day and Dubai World Cup day itself. 
What remains is a mixture of horses 
trying to earn an invitation to the big 
night and those trying to grab a little 
bit of extra prize money before return-
ing home. The interesting thing, so 
far as World Cup day is concerned, is 
that there is no fillies’ race on the card. 
Therefore Friday’s G2 Cape Verdi, con-
fined to fillies and mares, is a “cup final” 
for some, while others are using it as a 
springboard to a European/US cam-

paign. Very much in the latter category 
is With The Moonlight, the most like-
ly winner. Trained by Charlie Appleby 
who has won this four times, she took 
the Cape Verdi, over a furlong shorter 
than this, last time out and although 
she has a small two kilo penalty for 

that, she will be hard to beat here. Her 
main rival comes from her own stable, 
2.7 million Guinea purchase Tranquil 
Lady making her debut for Godolphin, 
although this trip looks on the short 
side for her. The Jumeirah Derby is not 
quite as fancy as it sounds, but it did 
give us a subsequent Grade 1 winner 
when Nations Pride won it 12 months 
ago. His trainer Appleby could also win 
it this year, with One Nation looking 
his leading hope over Highbank. Don’t 
ignore Fawzi Nass’ Sharar though: He 
beat older horses last time out and is 
likely to still be improving. (Agencies)

FRISCO: Alex Morgan and Mallory 
Swanson scored and the US defeated 
Brazil 2-1 on Wednesday night to win 
the SheBelieves Cup for the fourth 
straight year. Japan, who defeated Can-
ada 3-0 in the earlier match at Toyota 
Stadium, were runners-up in the four-
team, round-robin tournament. All 
four SheBelieves Cup teams will play 
in Women’s World Cup this summer in 
Australia and New Zealand. Morgan’s 
curling goal sailed out of reach of Bra-
zilian goalkeeper Lorena. Morgan now 

has five goals all-time in SheBelieves 
matches. It was Morgan’s 14th goal 
since the birth of her daughter in 2020, 
giving her the national team record for 
most goals as a mom. Swanson scored 
in the 63rd minute, her fourth goal of 

the tournament and seventh overall 
goal this year, matching her total of all 
of last year. Swanson, formerly Mallory 
Pugh, married Chicago Cubs shortstop 
Dansby Swanson in December. Ludmi-
la scored in stoppage time for Brazil to 
avoid the shutout. It was the first goal 
the US have allowed this year. The US 
are undefeated in five overall matches. 
Midfielder Rose Lavelle started for the 
US after missing the first two matches 
of the tournament with a minor injury. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: England will play the same 
style with the same team in the second 
test against New Zealand, skipper Ben 
Stokes confirmed on Thursday, while 
the hosts look set to bring Matt Henry 
into their bowling attack as they try to 
level up the series. The tourists romped 
to a 267-run victory in the day-night 
opening test in Tauranga last week-
end on the back of the “Bazball” style 
of cricket they have been playing un-
der Stokes and coach Brendon “Baz” 
McCullum. Seamers Stuart Broad, 

James Anderson and Ollie Robinson all 
played key roles in the win and Stokes 

said it was a no-brainer to send out the 
same side at Wellington’s Basin Re-
serve on Friday after all three had indi-
cated they were good to go. “It was just 
a case of seeing how the bowlers pulled 
up and they’ve all pulled up pretty well 
so, yeah, unchanged team,” he told re-
porters. “It is a fine line between pick-
ing your strongest 11 and ensuring that 
the bowlers that you pick are 100%. It 
was pretty easy to pick the team once 
they told me they were ready to go.” 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Kazakh weightlifter Igor Son, 
who won bronze at the 2021 Tokyo 
Olympics, has been banned for eight 
years for doping but will not be stripped 
of his medal, the country’s weightlifting 
federation (WFRK) said on Wednesday. 
Son, who won bronze in the men’s 61kg 
category, was among six weightlifters 
to receive doping bans after they had 
tested positive for banned substances in 
March 2022. No substances were speci-
fied but the WFRK said it would inves-
tigate internally. “This out-of-competi-

tion testing was taken after six months 
from those international competitions 
where the athletes took part, so there 
is no question of cancelling their results 

or returning medals,” WFRK gener-
al secretary Aldiyar Nuralinov said. “I 
would especially like to stress this with 
regard to Igor Son’s Olympic medal.” 
Son, 24, served a seven-month suspen-
sion in 2015 after testing positive for 
prohibited steroid methandienone and 
was stripped of his Youth World Cham-
pionship gold medal. Kazakhstan has 
been stripped of Olympic weightlifting 
medals, including six golds, from the 
2008, 2012 and 2016 Games for various 
anti-doping rule violations. (Agencies)

Iga Swiatek barely worked up a sweat 
on Wednesday in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates, yet she still registered two wins 
at the Dubai Duty Free Tennis Champi-
onships. The top-seeded Polish player 
crushed 14th-seeded Liudmila Sam-
sonova of Russia in 76 minutes in third-
round action. Later, Swiatek, the reign-
ing French Open champion, received a 
walkover into the semifinals when the 
Czech Republic’s Karolina Pliskova was 
forced to withdraw from the tournament 
due to a viral illness. Fifth-seeded Coco 
Gauff of the United States didn’t have to 

take the court to reach the quarterfinals, 
as ninth-seeded Elena Rybakina of Ka-
zakhstan withdrew because of a lower 
back ailment. Rybakina is the reigning 
Wimbledon champion. Second-seeded 
Aryna Sabalenka of Belarus, who won 

the Australian Open in January, rallied 
past 13th-seeded Jelena Ostapenko of 
Latvia 2-6, 6-1, 6-1. Third-seeded Jessica 
Pegula and Madison Keys of the United 
States as well as the Czech pair of Kar-
olina Muchova and Barbora Krejcikova 
also moved into the quarterfinals. Me-
rida Open Akron Caty McNally cruised 
past Katie Volynets 6-3, 6-0 in an all-U.S. 
second-round matchup in Merida, Mexi-
co. In the 88-minute match, McNally con-
verted seven of her 13 break points while 
Volynets cashed in on just two of her sev-
en break opportunities. (Agencies)

UK govt confirms independent body for football

Top seeds in title frame as Dubai Tennis  
Championships enter quarter-finals

Russia’s exit from top European sports body approved

LONDON: A seismic shake-up of the 
governance of English football in-
cluding the creation on an indepen-
dent regulator for the elite game will 
move closer with the publication of a 
wide-ranging government white paper 
on Thursday. The long-awaited paper, 
which has received cross-party sup-
port, comes in response to 10 strategic 
recommendations from a Fan-Led Re-
view of Football Governance chaired 
by former sports minister Tracey 
Crouch in 2021. Once made law, the 
government says the independent reg-
ulator would have statutory powers to 
license and sanction clubs, oversee the 
financial sustainability of the game and 
prevent unscrupulous owners buying 

clubs. It would also have the power to 
prevent English clubs joining break-
away competitions such as the Euro-
pean Super League which six Premier 
League clubs signalled their intent to 
join in 2021 before abandoning plans 
after a fans’ backlash. Prime Minister 
Rishi Sunak said the proposals would 
“safeguard the beautiful game for gen-
erations to come”. (Agencies)

DUBAI: The Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships’ top three seeds remain 
in contention for WTA1000 glory after 
successfully navigating their respective 
routes into Thursday’s quarter-finals. 
Top seed Iga Swiatek, the World No. 1, 
breezed into the last eight with an em-
phatic 6-1, 6-0 victory over 14th seed Li-
udmila Samsanova on a sun-drenched 
Center Court at Dubai Tennis Stadium. 
Swiatek, who is looking to secure con-
secutive WTA wins after triumphing in 

Doha last week, overran Samsonova in 
only 76 minutes. The comprehensive 
victory means Swiatek has lost only 
eight games in her last 10 sets. Even 
more ominously for the Pole’s rivals 
in Dubai, Swiatek received a surprise 
walkover into Friday’s semifinals after 
her scheduled last eight opponent, Kar-
olina Pliskova of the Czech Republic, 
withdrew from the tournament late on 
Wednesday evening with a viral illness. 
“I’m just trying to be really solid and 
focused on every point. I’m happy it’s 
working. I realized in Australia that my 
mindset wasn’t great, I was stressed 
with the season starting and being 
world No. 1, so I’m starting from the 
beginning with a clean page,” said Swi-
atek, the current French Open and US 
Open champion. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Russia is free to leave the 
European Chess Union (ECU) and join 
its Asian counterpart, should the move 
be approved by the latter organization, 
it was announced by international 
governing body FIDE on Wednesday. 
The decision followed a request by the 
Chess Federation of Russia (CFR). The 
Asian Chess Federation (ACF) is now 
expected to decide on Russia’s request 
at its General Assembly, which will be 
held in Abu Dhabi on February 28. A 
Russian delegation at the gathering 
will be led by the head of the CFR, An-
drey Filatov, national media reported. 
If the ACF does accept Russia, FIDE 
explained that the country would au-
tomatically withdraw from the ECU, 
adding that a chess federation cannot 
be part of two continental bodies at the 
same time. FIDE also decided that Rus-

sia will be redesignated as part of the 
Asian region starting from May 1, in 
the event that it is approved for mem-
bership by the ACF. FIDE determined 
that Russian chess players who wish 
to join other federations in light of the 
potential changes can do so immediate-
ly upon request and without incurring 
any fees. Players can later return to the 
CFR under the same conditions, it add-
ed. Back in March 2022, FIDE allowed 
chess players from Russia and Belarus 
to continue to participate at interna-
tional tournaments, but only under 
neutral status. (Agencies)
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US ‘quadrupling’ number of troops in Taiwan – WSJ

Ukraine now a ‘battle of logistics’ – NATO chief

British supermarkets begin rationing vegetables

Crimean Bridge repairs completed

Israel pro-settler Minister formally gains  
West Bank powers

WASHINGTON: Washington is plan-
ning to send between 100 and 200 troops 
to Taiwan “in the coming months,” the 
Wall Street Journal reported on Thurs-
day, citing anonymous officials. The per-
sonnel will be tasked with training the 
Taiwanese military against what was de-
scribed as a “rising threat from China.” 
The deployment will more than qua-
druple the US military presence on the 
island, according to the Journal. Accord-
ing to the Pentagon’s Defense Manpow-
er Data Center, there were 23 American 
soldiers in Taiwan as of autumn 2022. 
These Americans have been acting as 
advisers and trainers for the US weap-
ons and equipment sent to Taipei. The 
new troops will also train the Taiwan-
ese in tactics “to protect against a po-
tential Chinese offensive,” according to 
unnamed US officials. There were also 
Taiwanese troops in the US, with “a con-
tingent” training alongside the Michigan 

National Guard in the north of that state, 
the Journal reported. When reached 
for comment, the Pentagon said only 
that the US “commitment to Taiwan is 
rock-solid.” “We don’t have a comment 
on specific operations, engagements, or 
training, but I would highlight that our 
support for, and defense relationship 
with, Taiwan remains aligned against 
the current threat posed by the People’s 
Republic of China,” Army Lieutenant 
Colonel Marty Meiners, a Pentagon 
spokesman, told the Journal. (Agencies)

KYIV: With the conflict in Ukraine 
becoming a “war of attrition,” NATO 
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg 
cautioned that the West should “not 
underestimate” Russia’s firepower 
advantage. Stoltenberg claimed 
that the Western bloc is stepping up 
ammo production, but was unable to 
define its end goal in Ukraine. Speak-
ing to CNN’s Christine Amanpour at 
the Munich Security Conference last 
weekend, Stoltenberg said that Rus-
sia has thus far been able to bring 
more ammunition and manpower to 
the frontline than Ukraine. Ukraine’s 
ammo consumption is “higher than 
[NATO’s] total production,” he con-
tinued, adding that this situation 
“cannot continue.” “So far we have 
depleted our stocks, but at some stage 
we need to get more ammunition pro-

duced,” he told Amanpour. Despite 
Ukraine receiving tens of millions of 
dollars worth of Western weapons – 
including nearly 1.5 million artillery 
shells from the US alone, Russia has 
held a firepower advantage since 
the start of its military operation last 
February. The Ukrainian side is cur-
rently firing between 5,000 and 6,000 
artillery rounds per day, according 
to most Western assessments, while 
estimates of Russian fire have varied 
hugely from anywhere between 5,000 
and 60,000 shells per day. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK’s largest grocer, 
Tesco, has joined rivals Asda, Morri-
sons and Aldi by slapping limits on 
purchases of salad vegetables due to 
supply shortages, the company an-
nounced on Wednesday. Tesco said it 
decided to limit the sales of tomatoes, 
peppers and cucumbers to three per 
person. The company noted that it 
was introducing these limits as a pre-
cautionary measure, in order to en-
sure that more people get the goods 
they need. Budget supermarket chain 
Aldi has also placed a “temporary” 
three-item limit on these vegeta-
bles. Asda capped purchase limits to 
three per person on eight products, 
including broccoli and raspberries, 

while Morrisons limited purchases 
to two per person on four products, 
including broccoli. Analysts say the 
current troubles stem from two rea-
sons. Firstly, suppliers in Morocco 
and Spain, the UK’s biggest sources 
of fresh vegetables in the winter, have 
been suffering from cold tempera-
tures, rain and flooding over the past 
month, which disrupted harvests and 
halted deliveries. Secondly, the UK’s 
own farmers have been struggling to 
power their greenhouses due to ris-
ing energy prices. According to the 
British Retail Consortium, which rep-
resents all the major UK supermar-
kets, supply constraints are likely to 
last a “few weeks,” until the growing 
season kicks off and shops find alter-
native suppliers. The UK’s secretary 
of state for environment, Theresa 
Coffey, suggested on Thursday that 
British shoppers should switch to 
turnips and other seasonal UK vege-
tables instead of pining for overseas 
tomatoes. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Crimean Bridge, 
which was targeted by a Ukrainian 
sabotage attack several months ago, 
has resumed road traffic at full ca-
pacity, Russian Deputy Prime Minis-
ter Marat Khusnullin announced on 
Thursday. “The Crimean Bridge is ful-
ly open for automobile traffic in all its 
lanes 39 days ahead of schedule,” he 
said. Khusnullin added that the move 
came after the bearing capacity of the 
bridge’s spans had been successfully 
tested. According to the official, the 
repairs were organized to limit the 
impact on the structure’s operations. 
“Already on December 5, two weeks 
ahead of schedule, we opened the 
right side of the bridge, which had 
been damaged the most,” he com-
mented. The deputy prime minister 

also indicated that the authorities 
plan to restore the railway portion 
of the bridge in July 2023, and that 
work is underway to rebuild related 
infrastructure. “Structural elements 
are currently being assembled and 
preparations are ongoing for their in-
stallation. The work is being carried 
out around the clock in two shifts, 
305 people and 32 machinery units 
are involved,” Khusnullin explained. 
(Agencies)

TEL AVIV: A far-right Israeli cabinet 
minister formally gained responsibil-
ities over Jewish settlements in the 
Occupied West Bank, on Thursday, 
that he said included bringing their 
legal status closer to that of commu-
nities within Israel, Reuters reports. 
Finance Minister, Bezalel Smotrich, 
wields a supervisory role for settlers 
in the Defence Ministry as part of 
his coalition deal with Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu, prompting 
increased US focus on Israel’s West 
Bank policies. A 14-point statement 

issued by Smotrich after he agreed on 
a division of roles with Defence Min-
ister, Yoav Gallant, included the as-
sertion that “legislation on all (settle-
ment) civilian matters will be brought 
into line with Israeli law”. Asked to 
elaborate, a Smotrich spokesperson 
said: “Equal application of relevant 
laws – on labour, the environment, et 
cetera – that are legislated in Lesser 
Israel.” “Lesser Israel” is a term used 
by ultranationalists like Smotrich – 
himself a settler – who seek annex-
ation of the West Bank, a biblical and 
strategic area captured in a 1967 war. 
“All settlement is illegal and any at-
tempt by Israel to legalise or annex 
these settlements is rejected and is a 
violation of international resolutions,” 
said Nabil Abu Rudeineh, spokesper-
son for Palestinian President, Mah-
moud Abbas. (Agencies)
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Assad approved Syria 
quake aid with a UAE 

nudge - sources

Iran responds to report-
ed discovery of its 84pc 

enriched uranium

DAMASCUS: President Bashar Al-As-
sad ceded to calls for more aid access to 
Syria’s north-west with prodding from 
the United Arab Emirates, sources say, 
a diplomatic win for the Gulf State 
which has rebuilt ties with Damas-
cus, despite US disapproval. Assad’s 
decision to approve wider aid access 
for UN convoys into the north-west 
from Turkiye marked a shift from his 
long-standing opposition to cross-bor-
der aid flows into the area, which is 
controlled by his insurgent enemies 
and where 4 million people were al-
ready dependent on aid, Reuters re-
ports. His approval came a week after 
an earthquake devastated southern 
Turkiye and north-west Syria, killing 
more than 49,000 people. The UAE’s 
role in persuading Assad, described 
by four sources in the region, suggests 
it has started to carve out a degree 
of sway in Damascus, even if Russia 
and Shia Iran remain the dominant 
foreign players there. The UAE once 
backed rebels fighting to overthrow 
Syria’s President. But Abu Dhabi has 
rebuilt ties in recent years, one of sev-
eral Sunni-led Arab countries that see 
re-engagement with Assad as a way to 
counter Iran’s influence, among other 
considerations. (Agencies)

TEHRAN: Iran seems to have directly 
addressed and responded to reports 
that it has enriched uranium to a high 
84 per cent purity, after inspectors 
from the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) reportedly made the 
discovery recently. Nour News, an out-
let and website directly linked to Iran’s 
Supreme National Security Council 
which is overseen by Supreme Lead-
er, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, stated on 
Twitter that “It will be clear soon that 
the IAEA’s surprising report of discov-
ering 84 per cent enriched uranium 
particles in Iran’s enrichment facilities 
was an inspector’s error or was a de-
liberate action to create political atmo-
spheres against Iran on the eve of the 
meeting of the Board of Governors”. 
That Board, consisting of a group of 
nations overseeing the IAEA, is set to 
meet on 6 March in the Austrian cap-
ital, Vienna, in which the issue of Iran 
and its enrichment will be a key topic. 
Nour News also urged the IAEA to “not 
fall prey to the seduction of Western 
countries” and to declare Iran’s nucle-
ar program to be “completely peace-
ful”. The IAEA inspectors’ findings – 
through detection of uranium particles 
– that Tehran had enriched its uranium 
to 84 per cent purity was first reported 
by Bloomberg. (Agencies)

Israel Air Force Commander visits Morocco for military cooperation talks
RABAT: The Commander of Israel’s 
Air Force, Gen. Tomer Bar, is visiting 
Morocco for talks on enhancing bi-
lateral military cooperation, accord-
ing to the military, Anadolu News 
Agency reports. Tomer held talks 
with the Commander of the Moroc-
can Air Force, General El Abd Bo-
hamid, to discuss ways of strength-
ening military cooperation between 
the two countries, an Israeli military 
spokesman said in a statement. The 
spokesman published a photo of the 

two military officials shaking hands 
after their meeting in the capital, 
Rabat. There was no confirmation 
of the visit by the Moroccan author-
ities. Last week, the Royal Moroc-

can Artillery Inspector, Mohamed 
Benouali, visited Israel as part of 
efforts to strengthen military coop-
eration between the two countries. 
In September 2022, the Inspector of 
the Moroccan Royal Armed Forc-
es, Belkhir El-Farouk, visited Tel 
Aviv and attended an international 
military conference there. In 2020, 
Israel and Morocco announced the 
response to bilateral diplomatic re-
lations, after their suspension in 
2000. (Agencies)

Art Dubai to bring art 
lovers together

 US expands probe of 
cancer risks at  

ICBM bases 

DUBAI: The 16th edition of Art Dubai, 
Middle East’s leading international art 
fair, will take place between 1-5 March 
in Dubai, the United Arab Emirates, 
Anadolu News Agency reports. The 
fair will donate 50 per cent of all on-
line ticket sales to earthquake relief 
efforts in Syria and Turkiye. The or-
ganisation had also donated 25 per 
cent of ticket sales from its 2022 event 
to Ukrainian refugees. Art Dubai will 
host more than 130 galleries from 
43 countries, including six galleries 
from Turkiye. In the “Contemporary” 
section, works of art from the Zilber-
man Gallery, x-ist, Pilevneli, Dirimart 
and Sanatorium from Turkiye will be 
displayed. In the “Digital” section, 
new media artist, Refik Anadol, will 
exhibit the first phase of the “Glacier 
Dreams” project with the Pilevne-
li gallery. The first two days of the 
Fair, which will be held at Madinat 
Jumeirah, are by invitation, but from 
March 3 to 5, it is open to the public. 
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US Air Force 
has launched an investigation of can-
cer risks for service members at the 
country’s intercontinental ballistic 
missile (ICBM) installations, formal-
izing and expanding a probe that was 
spurred by a report last month of lym-
phoma cases among missileers who 
had worked at a Montana base. Gen-
eral Thomas Bussiere, commander 
of US ICBM forces, approved a com-
prehensive study of cancer risks at 
missile bases in Montana, Wyoming 
and North Dakota, the Air Force an-
nounced on Wednesday. A US Space 
Force officer reportedly revealed last 
month that 36 missileers who had 
been stationed at Montana’s Malm-
strom Air Force Base as far back as 
25 years ago had been diagnosed 
with cancer, including ten cases of 
non-Hodgkin lymphoma (NHL). “Air 
Force Global Strike Command and 
our Air Force takes the responsibility 
to protect airmen and [Space Force] 
guardians incredibly seriously, and 
their safety and health continues to 
be my priority,” Bussiere said in a 
statement. “We also continue to be 
committed to remaining transparent 
during this process and we pledge 
to continue to maintain an open di-
alogue with members, their families 
and stakeholders throughout this pro-
cess.” (Agencies)


