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ISLAMABAD: The Central Apex 
Committee, which met here Friday 
with Prime Minister Muhammad She-
hbaz Sharif in the chair, agreed that 
the elimination of terrorism, econom-
ic revival, and political stability were 
interlinked. Since Pakistan could not 
afford internal instability, national 
solidarity, unity, and collective efforts 
were the need of the hour, and in order 
to achieve those targets, national con-
sensus should be evolved and hurdles 
in its way should be removed, a press 
release issued after the Apex Com-
mittee meeting said. The meeting was 
attended by the Chief of Army Staff, 
federal ministers for Finance, Interior, 
Information and Broadcasting, and 
Law and Justice, chief ministers of all 
the provinces, including Gilgit-Baltis-
tan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir Prime 
Minister, heads of civil and military in-
telligence agencies, Secretary Interior, 
all chief secretaries, inspectors gen-
eral of police of all provinces, includ-
ing AJK, GB and Islamabad, and the 
Coordinator of National Counter-ter-

rorism Authority (NACTA). During 
the meeting, the terrorist incidents, 
particularly the incident at Peshawar 
Police Lines Mosque of January 30, 
2023, and the Karachi Police Chief Of-
fice incident on February 19, and the 
later-on situation were reviewed in de-
tail. The representatives of intelligence 
agencies briefed the participants on 
the overall security situation and on 
the action taken against the terrorists. 
The Inspector General of Police Sindh 
informed the committee about the de-
tails of the attack on the office of Ka-
rachi Police Chief.The meeting partic-
ipants saluted all the law enforcement 
agencies, including the armed forces, 
Rangers, Frontier Corps, Counter-Ter-
rorism Department (CTD), and police 
for showing exemplary bravery and 
courage against terrorists and paid 
tribute to the martyred officers and 
jawans. They considered the issue of 
the non-availability of funds approved 
in the past for the Karachi Police and 
security and directed that all obsta-
cles in the way of projects concerning 

police, CTD, and security should be 
removed without any further delay. 
Protection of national security and the 
life and property of people was the ba-
sic constitutional responsibility which 
should be performed with national 
passion, sincerity, focus, and the best 
of abilities, they noted. They said the 
Federal Government would extend 
full cooperation and assistance to the 
provinces for fulfilling the responsi-
bility of ensuring peace and security. 

The meeting considered the role of 
media, especially social media during 
the incidents of terrorism and opera-
tions of security forces. It was briefed 
that during the operation of the secu-
rity forces such information was also 
telecast from which terrorists and 
their facilitators could have benefited 
and could have impacted the security 
operation, putting the lives of officers 
and jawans in danger. It was suggest-
ed that guidance should be taken 

from the SOPs (standard operating 
procedures) and regulations concern-
ing cyberspace and terrorism in oth-
er countries. In that context, with the 
consultation of media houses and all 
relevant stakeholders, a suitable pro-
cedure should be followed so that in 
an emergency situation rumours, mis-
leading information, and fear among 
the public could be stopped and there 
should be no difficulties in carrying 
out the security operation. The partic-
ipants also agreed that in case of an 
emergency situation, a focal person 
should be given the responsibility to 
disseminate facts to the media and the 
public. They also reviewed progress 
on the implementation of the National 
Action Plan and the decisions taken in 
the last meeting of the apex commit-
tee. A committee headed by Federal 
Minister for Law and Justice informed 
about the progress made in the inves-
tigation against terrorists, and in tak-
ing measures for making the process 
of prosecution and sentencing effec-
tive. (APP)

National solidarity, unity, collective efforts vital for internal stability: Apex Committee

Russia’s Wagner claims capture  
of Ukraine village near Bakhmut

UN approves resolution calling  
for Russia to leave Ukraine

Europe will support Ukraine as long as  
Russian threats persist, says EU official

Istanbul bomb suspect killed in operation in Syria

UK food shortages to last until May, farmers warn

Mozambicans seek shelter as storm Freddy nears

MOSCOW: The head of Russia’s Wag-
ner Group on Friday said that his 
fighters had captured a village near 
Ukraine’s eastern city of Bakhmut, the 
scene of fierce fighting between the 
two sides for months. Berkhivka “is 
entirely under our control”, Yevgeny 
Prigozhin said in a statement released 
by his press service on the one-year 
anniversary of Moscow’s offensive in 
Ukraine. AFP could not immediate-
ly verify the claim. Moscow has been 
fighting to take Bakhmut for months, 
with the battle exposing tensions be-
tween the Wagner paramilitary group 
and Russia’s army, though the Kremlin 
denies any rift. The embattled city has 

turned into a key political and sym-
bolic prize and the fight for it is now 
the longest-running battle of Russia’s 
year-long offensive. Although captur-
ing Bakhmut would be a major win 
for Moscow, analysts say its capture 
would be mainly symbolic as the city 
holds little strategic value. (Agencies)

UNITED NATIONS: The UN General 
Assembly approved a nonbinding reso-
lution Thursday that calls for Russia to 
end hostilities in Ukraine and demands 
the withdrawal of its forces, sending a 
strong message on the eve of the first 
anniversary of the invasion that Mos-
cow’s aggression must end. The 141-7 
vote with 32 abstentions was slight-
ly below the highest vote for the five 
previous resolutions approved by the 
193-member world body since Russia 
sent troops and tanks across the bor-
der into its smaller neighbor on Feb. 
24, 2022. The General Assembly has 
become the most important UN body 

dealing with Ukraine because the Se-
curity Council, which is charged with 
maintaining international peace and 
security, is paralyzed by Russia’s veto 
power. Its resolutions are not legally 
binding, unlike Security Council res-
olutions, but serve as a barometer of 
world opinion. Foreign ministers and 
diplomats from more than 75 coun-
tries addressed the assembly during 
two days of debate, with many urging 
support for the resolution that upholds 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity, a basic 
principle of the UN Charter that all 
countries must subscribe to when they 
join the world organization. (Agencies)

NEW YORK CITY: The EU has again 
ruled out the prospect of any peace 
talks with Russia that are not predicat-
ed on respect for the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of Ukraine, along 
with reparations and accountabili-
ty for war crimes. “This for us is the 
framing (within) which any discussion 
has to take place,” Josep Borrell, the 
EU’s high representative for foreign 
affairs and security policy, told Arab 
News on Thursday. “When and how? I 
don’t know. But I want to make it clear, 
here, that it is not us who are refusing 
to open the way for negotiations. We 

are open and we will be always open.” 
Borrell was speaking on the sidelines 
of a UN General Assembly emergen-
cy session marking the first anniver-
sary of start of the war in Ukraine, at 
which an overwhelming majority of 
the 193 member states voted in favor 
of adopting an EU resolution titled 
“UN Charter principles underlying a 
comprehensive, just and lasting peace 
in Ukraine.” Unlike a Security Council 
resolution, it does not have the binding 
force of international law behind it but 
it could nevertheless further contrib-
ute to the growing isolation of Russia 
on the world stage. The draft resolu-
tion, sponsored by about 60 countries, 
calls for an end to hostilities and for 
Russia to “immediately, completely 
and unconditionally” withdraw its mil-
itary forces from Ukraine. It reaffirms 
the UN’s “commitment to the sover-
eignty, independence, unity and terri-
torial integrity of Ukraine.” (Agencies)

ANKARA: Turkish forces have killed 
the alleged mastermind behind a dead-
ly Istanbul street bombing in an opera-
tion in northern Syria, Turkiye’s state-
run news agency reported. The man, 
identified as Halil Menci, was “neutral-
ized” in an operation by Turkish intelli-
gence agents, the agency said, without 
providing further details. HaberTurk 
television said the operation took place 
on Feb. 22 in the town of Qamishli. 
The Nov. 13 bomb attack in Istanbul’s 
bustling Istiklal Avenue left six people 
dead, including two children. More 
than 80 others were wounded. Turkish 
authorities blamed the attack on the 
outlawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party, or 
PKK, as well as Syrian Kurdish groups 
affiliated with it. The Kurdish militants 
have denied involvement. At least 17 
suspects have been jailed pending trial 
in connection with the attack, includ-

ing a Syrian woman who is accused 
of leaving the TNT-laden bomb on 
Istiklal Avenue. Officials said at the 
time that the attack’s planner had fled 
Turkiye for Syria. The PKK has fought 
an armed insurgency in Turkiye since 
1984. The conflict has killed tens of 
thousands of people since then. Turki-
ye has launched three major incursions 
inside Syria targeting Syria’s main 
Kurdish militia since 2016 and controls 
a swath of Syrian territory along their 
joint border. (Agencies)

LONDON: The UK could face food 
shortages until May following bad 
weather in North Africa and delayed 
planting at home, a leading farming 
association has warned. The Lea Valley 
Growers Association said supply chain 
issues currently affecting Moroccan 
farmers would be exacerbated by UK 
farmers delaying planting crops due to 
high energy costs. The North African 
country has experienced weeks of cold 
temperatures, rain and flooding, which 
have affected farmers’ and suppliers’ 
ability to harvest and transport crops. 
The UK has to import many unseason-
al fruit and vegetables in winter, with 
Morocco and Spain — which has also 

suffered adverse weather conditions 
— leading producers of items such as 
tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers and 
aubergines The UK’s Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
told the BBC that its food supply chains 
continue to be “highly resilient” in the 
face of the disruption, despite Environ-
ment Secretary Therese Coffey saying 
on Thursday that shortages could last 
a month. Lee Stiles, secretary of the 
LVGA, said only a quarter of the ex-
pected crops from Morocco and Spain 
were being delivered. “The majority of 
tomatoes, peppers and aubergines are 
not going to be around in big volumes 
until May,” Stiles told the BBC. “Some 
Lea Valley pack houses have closed 
for a few days due to lack of deliveries, 
and others are losing workers as they 
could only offer three hours work a day 
instead of full shifts over the last few 
weeks.” The significant drop in deliv-
eries has led to a number of supermar-
kets placing restrictions on the quanti-
ty of certain fruit and vegetables from 
Morocco and Spain that customers can 
buy. (Agencies)

MAPUTO: Mozambique’s authorities 
urged people to seek shelter and the 
country’s major Beira port was closed 
today, as tropical storm Freddy was 
forecast to make landfall imminent-
ly. French weather forecaster Meteo 
France, which has a cyclone-monitoring 
station on the Indian Ocean island of La 
Reunion, said Freddy was expected to 
make landfall near the tourist town of 
Vilankulo in Mozambique’s southern 

Inhambane province around midday. 
Edmundo Galiza Matos Junior, a local 
official in Vilankulo, posted a picture on 
Facebook showing people taking shelter 
in a school and a video showing strong 
winds battering the coast. Cornelder de 
Moçambique, a company that operates 
cargo terminals in Beira port, said in a 
statement that the port would be closed 
until 7pm local time today, subject to the 
weather conditions improving. (APP)

Gunmen kill at least 
12 civilians in central 

Mali village

China calls for 
‘joint action’ in debt 
settlements at G20

BAMAKO: Gunmen have killed at 
least 12 civilians in an attack on a vil-
lage in central Mali, two officials said 
today, the latest reported attack in 
an area rife with jihadist activity. The 
West African nation is battling a vio-
lent insurgency with links to Al-Qae-
da and Islamic State that took root 
in its arid north following a Tuareg 
separatist rebellion in 2012. Militants 
have since spread to other countries in 
the Sahel region south of the Sahara 
and more recently to coastal states, 
seizing territory, killing thousands 
and uprooting millions in the process. 
The latest attack took place yesterday 
evening in a village in the Bankass 
Circle, in Mali’s Mopti region, said the 
mayor of the nearby town of Bankass, 
Moulaye Guindo. Unidentified armed 
men burst into the village and shot at 
people. They chased after those who 
fled into (surrounding) forest to kill 
them,” Guindo told Reuters via tele-
phone. “This morning we counted 
19 dead and the search (for bodies) 
is ongoing,” he added. The mayor of 
Kani Bonzon, another nearby town, 
confirmed the attack and said the lo-
cal clinic had received 12 bodies so far. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China called on the G20 to 
conduct a fair, objective and in-depth 
analysis of the causes of global debt 
issues and to resolve the problem in 
a comprehensive and effective man-
ner, at a meeting of the bloc’s finance 
ministers and central bank chiefs on 
Friday. Liu Kun, China’s finance min-
ister, joined the meeting in Bengaluru 
via video link, a finance ministry state-
ment said on Friday, ending specula-
tion over whether he would meet US 
treasury secretary Janet Yellen on the 
sidelines. Liu also said that interna-
tional financial institutions and com-
mercial creditors should follow the 
principle of “joint action, fair burden” 
in the debt settlements, according to 
the statement. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Shah Fahad had directed the 
district administration to strictly ob-
serve the energy conservation poli-
cy of the government and ensure the 
closure of bazaars and commercial 
areas till 8:30 p.m. and wedding 
halls and restaurants till 10 p.m. at 
night. He said that all the traders 
should be informed to adhere to the 

timing of commercial activities to 
avoid any legal action against any 
violators, adding that no leniency 
would be shown to anyone. Mean-
while, the DC directed the admin-
istrative officer to take strict action 
against profiteering and hoarding in 
the city and regularly visit the mar-
ket and bazaars to ensure the avail-
ability of edible commodities at the 

government rates. He also directed 
the officers to daily visit the vegeta-
bles and fruits’ mandi and supervise 
the fixation of prices of fruits and 
vegetables and implementation of 
the price in markets in letter and 
spirit. He advised the masses to reg-
ister their complaints with the con-
trol room of the district administra-
tion by dialing 091-9211338. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Superintendent Pe-
shawar Prison has sent a letter to 
Sharqi police station for taking ac-
tion against PTI workers who posed 
a threat to the security cordon and 
attempted to enter the jail. The let-
ter issued to Sharqi police on Fri-
day said some PTI workers staged 
a mass protest in front of Gate-1 

of the Central Prison Peshawar 
and disturbed the administration 
for hours. Some of the protesters 
even crossed the fence along the 
roadside and incite others to do the 
same. “Central Prison Peshawar is 
a highly sensitive security instal-
lation. This action of PTI workers 
may lead to some untoward inci-

dence as hundreds of hardcore mil-
itants and dangerous criminals are 
confined to this prison.”The letter 
asked the police to take legal ac-
tion against the intruders, pictures 
of whom were attached, and pa-
trolling might be increased to avoid 
the recurrence of such a situation.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Fri-
day notified power suspension 
from various grids of the province 
owing to unavoidable maintenance 
work. Power supply would remain 
suspended from 132 KV Jamrud 
Grid Station on February 25 and 
28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resultant-
ly consumer of 11 KV Hayatabad 
1,2,3,4,5,New Hayatabad, Health 

Care Hospital, Health Exultance, 
North West Hospital, academy 
Town, RMI, Kacha Ghari, Karkha-
noo, Gul Abad, PIC, Hayatabad 
Surgical, Peshawar General, Shak-
as 1, Health Net Hospital, Northern 
Bottling, Mohmand Steel feeders 
would face inconvenience. Power 
supply would remain suspended 
from 132 KV Phase 7 Hayatabad 
Grid Station on February 25 and 
28 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resultant-
ly consumer of 11 KV Hayatabad 
6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,Old Haya-
tabad, Deans Heights, Shoakat 

Khanam feeders would face in-
convenience. Power supply would 
remain suspended from 132 KV 
Nowshera City Transmission Line 
on February 26 from 9:00 a.m. to 
12p.m.resultantly consumers of 132 
KV Nowshera City grid connected 
11 KV feeders would face inconve-
nience. Power supply would remain 
suspended from 33 KV Thakot Grid 
Station on February 26 from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Chakasar, Thakot, Besham 2, 
Alizai feeders would face inconve-
nience.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Being one of the oldest 
living cities of South Asia, Peshawar 
always bore strategic credentials 
due to its geographical location and 
a source of attraction for invaders 
to establish and strengthen their 
dynasties. With a history of over 
2,500 years, the city was considered 
a gateway to the subcontinent and 
of pivotal importance for all kings, 
monarchs, warriors and invad-
ers who ruled this region. There-
fore, these rulers constructed forts 
across the sub-continent as their 
power strongholds for the safety of 
their people and to safeguard them 
against external aggression includ-
ing the mighty Balahisar Fort. Situ-
ated opposite Jinnah Park (old Cun-
ningham Park) on main GT Road, 
Balahisar spreads over an area of 
15.4 acres and is built of red bricks 
with 92 feet in height. It reminds 

the visitors of the rulers of various 
dynasties who stayed here before 
marching to the subcontinent to 
gain geopolitical strength and trade 
advantages from the rich lands of 
the subcontinent. “In the past, most 
of the invaders and warriors includ-
ing Afghans Muslim rulers, Mugha-
ls, Sikhs and British used to first 
conquer Balahisar fort before pro-
ceedings to Punjab and other parts 
of the subcontinent,” said Bakhtza-
da Khan, senior research officer, 
KP archaeology and museums de-
partment. “Recent excavations at 
Gor-Kathri Peshawar have ascer-
tained city’s history dating back to 
2,500 years,” he said. “But, discuss-
ing this history was incomplete with-
out mentioning the historic fort of 
Balahisar. It seemed to be as old as 
the city of Peshawar itself.” The old 
main entrance of Balahisar directly 

faces the GT road that links Pesha-
war with Afghanistan and Central 
Asia on the west, and extends to-
wards Pushkalavati (Charsadda) in 
the North and Hund and Taxila on 
the East. Several branches of the 
past Bara River used to flow through 
interior Peshawar with one among 
them probably near the Balahisar 
Fort. Renowned historian, Dr A.H. 
Dani in his book “Peshawar-Historic 
City of Frontier (now Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa)” wrote that when Hiuen 
Tsang, a Chinese traveller, had vis-
ited Peshawar in 630 AD, he spoke 
of a “royal residence” i.e Balahisar. 
According to Dr Dani, a channel of 
old Bara River surrounded by a high 
spot perhaps comprised Balahisar 
and Inder Shahr and the present ele-
vated Balahisar could have been the 
citadel. The Chinese word “Kung 
Shing” is used for its significance 

and is explained as the fortified or 
walled portion of a town where the 
royal palaces used to be situated. 
This shows that the royal residence 
formed the nucleus of a Citadel, 
which must have been further pro-
tected by a moat. In 11th century 
AD, Raja Jaipal, a ruler of the Hin-
dushahi dynasty was defeated in 
Peshawar’s vicinity and commander 
Mehmud Ghaznavi had garrisoned 
the fort with his army. “There were 
different opinions about the origin 
of the fort but mostly Mughals were 
believed to be the architects of pres-
ent Balahisar,” Bakhtzada said. Ac-
cording to renowned historian Abul 
Fazl, Balahisar was redesigned and 
built by Mughal emperor Zaheerud-
din Babar in 1526. However, after 
overthrowing emperor Humayun 
by Shershah Suri, the Afghans de-
stroyed the fort. (APP)

DC for strict observance of energy conservation policy

Superintendent seeks action against PTI workers

PESCO notifies power suspension in KP from Feb 25 to 28

Balahisar Fort: An icon of South Asian history By Fakhar Alam

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 266.8 269.5

China Yuan 38.28 38.68

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 69.35 70.05

U.A.E Dirham 71.50 72.22

UK Pound 313.25 316.38

Euro 275.90 278.65

Australian Dollar 182 184.4

Canadian Dollar 194 196.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
195,400

Rs 
179,116

Rs 
170,975

Rs 
146,550

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
167,524

Rs 
153,563

Rs 
146,584

Rs 
125,643

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,752 Rs 15,356 Rs 14,658 Rs 12,564

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
474,924

Rs 
435,345

Rs 
415,558

Rs 
356,193

Young Nurses Association to hold general body 
meeting on Feb 28

“Jail Bharo Tehreek’ turns into run away from 
jails: Muqam

Imran’s Jail Bharo Tehrik proves flop like  
2014 sit-in: Aimal Wali

Dry weather to persist in most KP

Rescue 1122’s timely response saves injured 
dog’s life with first aid

PTI award’s party ticket to  Shahram Tarakai for 
by-poll on NA-19 Swabi

Kormang Bridge in Shangla awaiting  
reconstruction 14 years after earthquake

Two commanders among six terrorists arrested 
from Kohat

PESHAWAR: The Young Nurses As-
sociation in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
has announced a general body meet-
ing on February 28 (Tuesday) here. 
The association’s spokesperson has 
urged nurses across all districts and 
hospitals of the province to attend 

the meeting and voice their con-
cerns over the health department’s 
non-serious attitude and exploitation 
against them. The nurses’ leadership 
has warned, “If their legitimate is-
sues are not being addressed, they 
will take further action.”(APP)

PESHAWAR: Prime Minister’s ad-
viser, Engr Amir Muqam here Fri-
day while strongly criticizing PTI 
leader Imran Khan on ‘Jail Bharo 
Tehreek’ said that those elements, 
that claimed to fill the prisons were 
now trying to flee the prisons. He 
said the failed Jail Bharo Movement 
has now turned into runaway move-
ment from jails and ‘Zamanat Karao 
Tehreek’ (seeking bails movement”. 
In a statement here, the PM’s advis-
er said Imran Khan was now mak-
ing excuses for his sickness to avoid 
jail. He added Imran Khan was now 

hiding in Zaman Park under the 
guise of leg plaster. He said former 
CM Mehmood Khan invited par-
ty workers to gather in front of his 
house for the jail bharo movement 
but did not come out of his house. 
Muqam said those elements, who 
were claiming to sacrifice their lives 
for Niazi were now running from 
police to avoid their arrest, adding 
PTI’s representatives were now fol-
lowing their leader’s path by mak-
ing different excuses as the call 
for the movement has completely 
failed.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Awami National Party 
(ANP) provincial president Aimal 
Wali Khan on Friday criticized PTI 
leader Imran Khan for his call for 
“Jail Bharo Tehrik” and said that 
Khan himself had taken bail from 
the court to avoid arrest. He said 
that Imran Khan’s dual standard 
was beyond understanding as on 
one hand he called for voluntary 
arrest and got bail from the court 
on the other, adding that the fate of 
“Jail Bharo Tehrik” was a total fail-
ure like PTI’s 2014 sit-in. Reacting 
to PTI’s “Jail Bharo Tehrik”, he said 
that the so-called PTI leaders took 
selfies with prison vans and then es-
caped from the scene while leaving 
the workers unattended. He said, a 
public leader never runs from his 

commitment and always takes the 
initiative for the workers and others 
to follow, adding that in PTI’s case, 
the leader was hiding in Zaman 
Park and expecting workers to give 
voluntary arrest. Aimal questioned 
the credibility of the movement and 
said that astonishingly, the police 
were making announcements in the 
city for PTI leadership and workers 
to come and give their voluntary ar-
rest but nobody came forward. He 
said that PTI leadership should read 
the history of “Jail Bharo Tehrik” 
and also study Bacha Khan and his 
followers who presented themselves 
for voluntary arrest back in 1942 
and not a single leader or worker 
sought protective bail but rather 
filled the jails.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Provincial Meteo-
rological Center Peshawar on Friday 
predicted dry weather in most dis-
tricts of the province, while cold and 
partly cloudy in upper districts and 
hilly areas. Isolated light rain-thun-
derstorm with light snowfall over the 
hills is also expected in Chitral, Upper 
Dir, Upper Swat, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Kohistan and Mansehra 
districts during the evening/night. 
During the last 24 hours, dry weath-
er occurred in most districts of the 
province, while cold in upper districts 

and hilly areas. The maximum and 
minimum temperatures recorded in 
centigrade at different stations of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar 
City 29/10, Chitral 15/06, Timergara 
25/11, Dir 20/01, Mirkhani 19/02, Ka-
lam 16/-06, Drosh 18/04, Saidu Shar-
if 25/05, Pattan 24/12, Malam Jabba 
11/03, Takht Bhai 29/08, Kakul 22/04, 
Balakot 26/09, Parachinar 19/02, Ban-
nu 30/10, Cherat 18/09, D.I. Khan 
30/13. The minimum temperature re-
corded in the province was -06 �C in 
Kalam. (APP)

PESHAWAR: A dog that was hit by 
a speeding vehicle near the Islamia 
Town Agriculture University was 
saved by the prompt response of the 
medical team of Rescue 1122. The 
team arrived at the scene quickly af-
ter receiving a call from the control 
room and provided first aid to the 
injured dog. According to District 
Emergency Officer Naveed Akhtar, 
the Rescue 1122 team received in-
formation from the control room 
and quickly responded to the emer-
gency. The medical team immedi-
ately attended to the dog’s injuries, 
stopping the bleeding and clearing 
the wounds with medication. They 

then applied a bandage to the in-
jured leg, and provided the dog with 
food and milk. District Emergency 
Officer urged drivers to be more 
careful on the roads, highlighting 
the importance of showing com-
passion towards animals. “It is our 
moral responsibility to show mercy 
to animals,” he said. “We should 
drive carefully and be mindful of the 
animals that share our roads.”The 
Rescue 1122 team’s prompt action 
and compassion towards the injured 
dog serve as a reminder of the im-
portance of showing kindness to all 
living beings, no matter how big or 
small.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreek In-
saf (PTI) has awarded party ticket to 
co-founder of Awami Jamhuri Itte-
had Pakistan (AJIP) Shahram Khan 
Tarakai from district Swabi to contest 
by-poll on NA-19 Swabi scheduled 
for March. In his statement, Shahram 
Khan expressed gratitude to PTI chair-
man Imran Khan for endorsing trust in 
him and said that he would try to meet 
the expectations of the party leader-

ship. Previously, he was a member of 
the Provincial Assembly of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa from May 2013 to May 
2018. During his first tenure as Mem-
ber of the KP Assembly, he served as 
Provincial Minister for agriculture, 
Health between June 2013 and May 
2018. He was dismissed as a minister 
of health on January 26, 2020 by the 
Chief Minister on the instructions of 
Prime minister Imran Khan. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Kormang Bridge which 
connects 0.1 million people of three 
union councils of Shangla district 
is still awaiting reconstruction after 
its destruction on October 8, 2005 
earthquake. It’s been around 18 years 
since this bridge was destroyed in the 
earthquake of 2005, and despite the 
release of funds and work started on 
this important connectivity source, 
the bridge was in dilapidated condi-
tion posing threat to people crossing 
the bridge, said Ashfaq Ahmad, a 
former member of union council. He 
said funds were released for the re-
construction of this bridge in 2008, 
however when work on ERRA proj-

ects was closed, the project could 
not be completed. The former PTI 
government took charge of complet-
ing this project and restarted work 
on Kormang Bridge, Ranyal Bridge, 
and Mian Killay Road but still, these 
projects were not completed, creat-
ing multiple problems for the locals 
in reaching their destinations. On the 
recommendation of former Labor 
Minister KP, Shaukat Yousafzai, funds 
amounting to Rs40.5 million were re-
leased for Kormang Bridge but the 
project still remained undone. Ashfaq 
said local people were facing hardship 
due to the matter and were forced to 
cross the bridge on foot. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Counter Terror-
ism Department (CTD) in an intel-
ligence-based operation on Friday 
apprehended six terrorists including 
two commanders from Kohat. Accord-
ing to CTD, information was received 
about the presence of terrorists in Ko-
hat-- following which an operation was 
conducted and six terrorists including 

two commanders were arrested. The 
arrested terrorists were wanted to po-
lice in cases of heinous nature crimes 
including terrorism and murders. The 
arrested terrorists were identified as 
commander M Kamal alias Rockety 
and commander Abdullah alias Izrail, 
the CTD said. Further investigation 
was underway.(APP)
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The next five to six months are bound to get more challenging for 
the automobile sector as the price of vehicles continues to increase. 
Already the industry has seen a 40 percent drop in sales and continues 
to face parts shortage as the State Bank’s restrictions on LCs contin-
ue. The government’s increase in GST to 18 percent and its impact 
has now also been transferred to consumers and prices have risen 
for the fourth time in a month. The industry is notorious for jacking 
up prices during uncertain economic conditions and despite shrink-
ing sales. These multiple price shocks to maintain expenditures have 
been common practice but the future of the industry is in question 
if it continues. Already, import costs were high and losses had been 
incurred. Jobs were lost with plant shutdowns, adding to an unprec-
edented unemployment crisis. Bike sales had fallen by 17 percent in 
7MFY22 and the Pakistan Automotive Manufacturers Association saw 
a YoY contraction of 31 percent in 7MFY23. The increase in the GST 
rate was inflationary and affects vulnerable segments in society more. 
Similar industry patterns are now expected elsewhere as well as com-
panies struggle to maintain operations. These steps are to revive the 
$6.5 billion IMF programme but the global lender will only accept per-
manent tax measures. The risk of default is on the horizon again, with 
global credit rating agencies raising concerns and making it impos-
sible for us to raise debt. More regressive taxes, forming the biggest 
chunk of total tax revenue in Pakistan, may see further increases. For 
the automobile sector, the future is bleak as raw material inventories 
are running out. The government cannot do with further decreases in 
revenue earnings but there is little that can be done in the situation. 
An unaffordability crisis is underway as a round of inflation across the 
board is expected.

Unaffordability Crisis

AUKUS is a trilateral security agree-
ment between Australia, the United 
Kingdom and the United States for 
the Indo-Pacific region. Under the 
agreement, the United States and 
Britain will help Australia to acquire 
nuclear-powered submarines. The 
agreement was designed to counter 
Chinese influence in the Indo-Pacif-
ic region. But, British Prime Minister 
Boris Johnson later told Parliament 
that the move was not intended to 
conflict with China. The agreement 
also includes cooperation on “addi-
tional cyber capabilities, artificial in-
telligence, quantum technologies and 
underwater capabilities”. According 
to the agreement, Australia will pur-
chase modern and long-range capa-
bilities for its air force, navy and army. 
The agreement is big opportunity for 
these states with like-minded alliance 
to promote security, prosperity and 
other shared interests in Indo-Pacific 
Region. The agreement will help Aus-
tralia to build nuclear-powered sub-
marines that are faster and harder to 
detect than conventional navies. These 
submarines can stay underwater for 
months and also can fire long-range 
missiles. However, Australia has de-
clared that it has no plans to develop 
and use nuclear weapons. Australia 
will become a seventh country in the 
world that may operate nuclear-pow-
ered submarine. With the help of this 
technology and nuclear-powered sub-
marines, Australia will also be shared 
with cyber capability, artificial intelli-
gence and other undersea technology. 
The alliance reflects in views of sev-
eral scholars and policymakers that it 
would have to face challenges and re-
sistance from the regional powers and 
their allies of other forum. AUKUS 
agreement’s intentions maybe to de-
ter the growing influence of China 

in Indo-Pacific Region. The strategy 
of AUKUS indirectly may protect the 
interest of America and Europe by 
using the shoulder of Australia. With 
the submarines deal, Australia may 
feel secure from any aggression from 
the People’s Liberation Army after the 
deal of Nuclear Submarines. The two 
countries with nuclear weapons may 
not attack on each other for the fear 
of mutual destruction but the contro-
versy would create long distance for 
trade and investment activities among 
the regional and beyond the regional 
powers. However, the strategy car-
ries many challenges in the region 
to the AUKUS alliance. Although the 
agreement is an attempt to draw a line 
before Chinese aggressive moves in 
the region but separate New Zeeland 
and Canada from the United States, 
United Kingdome and Australia that 
are members of the Alliance of Intel-
ligence Sharing Five Eyes. This ma-
chismo has been working during the 
cold-war and has proved as a success-
ful intelligence alliance. The AUKUS 
agreement will focus on military ca-
pability and intelligence sharing. The 
government of New Zeeland has re-
sponded that it would ban Australian 
Submarines from its waters under 
the present policy of nuclear-powered 
submarines. The agreement might 
also lead towards cold war mentality 
and ideological prejudgment. Chi-
nese state media particularly Global 
Times took more extreme position 
on AUKUS and wrote that Austra-
lia’s deployment of nuclear-powered 
submarines will “potentially make 
Australia a target of a nuclear strike 
if a nuclear war breaks out, even 
when Washington said it won’t arm 
Canberra with nuclear weapons, be-
cause it’s easy for the U.S. to equip 
Australia with nuclear weapons and 

submarine-launched ballistic missiles 
when Australia has the submarines. 
As well as North Korea said nuclear 
submarines-agreements may spark a 
regional arms race. Malaysia has also 
said the deal serves as a catalyst for a 
nuclear arms race and once arms race 
started, and then it will be difficult to 
overcome. There is a question; if the 
United States remains a major power 
in Asia then Australia has no need of 
it because the United States will be 
there. If USA is not a super power 
now, it will all be a part of the confron-
tation between Australian forces and 
the People’s Liberation Army. So it 
makes sense to upgrade all of Austra-
lian forces and capabilities to defend 
Australia. This also interprets that the 
deterioration of the United States has 
started. The AUKUS controversy il-
lustrates that the close friends can be 
divided if trade concerns are at stake. 
But, Britain and the United States 
have other ideas, as their own mili-
tary-industry would be the one that 
would have benefit from the deal the 
most as France had planned. But the 
most disturbing reality that emerges 
from this conflict is the deployment of 
nuclear ships in the Pacific. . Unfortu-
nately, after false military adventures 
in the Persian Gulf and humiliated de-
feat of the world’s strongest military 
in Afghanistan, it gives the impression 
that the Western bloc is now attempt-
ing to test the waters of East Asia and 
the Pacific coast. It might be to take 
forward Obama’s “Pivot to Asia” pol-
icy rather than to relax military mus-
cles. According to Carl von Clausewitz 
famous dictum “War is nothing but 
the continuation of policy with other 
means” same is happening and I think 
such developments are an unending 
series of Tom and Jerry show.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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AUKUS alliance and China
— By Dr Muhammad Akram Zaheer

IN 1970, prominent sociologist Ba-
sil Bernstein asserted that education 
could not contribute to society. Be-
cause our education system is interwo-
ven with and increasingly influenced 
by the economy, it is unable to rectify 
economic imbalances and thus ‘mise-
ducates’. Educational theorist John 
Dewy defined ‘miseducation’ as a 
system that stifles children’s curiosity, 
creativity and critical thinking. Knowl-
edge, according to him, is created with-
in the student rather than imposed by 
authority. Miseducation promotes ‘in-
doctrination’ and seeks to enslave the 
mind. As a result, we ignore relevant 
information and emphasise irrelevant 
facts, promote propaganda and con-
spiracy theories and frame a situation 
in a certain way. It causes cognitive bias 
that impacts our choices and actions. It 
makes us misinterpret information and 
make irrational decisions, for exam-
ple, we blame external enemies as the 
cause of our destruction rather than 
the absence of the rule of law. Like-
wise, if a student’s educational experi-
ence is at odds with his or her life out-
side of school, it will likely be difficult 
for him or her to make rapid progress 
and contribute towards social develop-
ment. It is regrettable that education in 
our country is less understood in terms 
of socioeconomic and sociopolitical ef-
fects and more commonly employed 
for the purposes of a mass-level narra-
tive construction to create bias, which 
has trapped us — with no exit in sight. 
To legitimise the institutional role that 
schools play in a system of control and 

intimidation, our classrooms, curricula 
and educators adopt ‘dogmatic truths’. 
As opposed to developing independent 
thought, schools have always played 
an institutional role in a coercive sys-
tem. The type of education that em-
phasises the connection between indi-
vidual and public life, as well as social 
responsibility, the broader responsibil-
ities of citizenship and the state-indi-
vidual relationship is, unfortunately, ig-
nored. As a result, teachers emphasise 
mechanical learning and the memori-
sation of information, preferring them 
to critical analyses of the social and po-
litical system that mandates education 
in the first place. They are increasingly 
confined to the duty of imposing the 
‘official reality’, which is determined 
by a small group of individuals who 
analyse, make and execute decisions, 
and govern the political, economic 
and ideological systems. We find our 
ruling elite periodically engaged in ‘re-
structuring’ the educational system to 
address the broader narrative, without 
leaving room for de-traditionalising 
the curriculum and remedying poli-
cies that define the working classes 
as education’s losers. There should 
be more focus on access to education 
and enrolment by concentrating on 
prominent issues such as out-of-school 
children and, even more importantly, 
‘out-of-learning children’. Instead, they 
appear to want to enrol as many as 
possible to indulge wider control and 
coercion and leave no room for foster-
ing independent thinking. Education is 
a fundamental human right, but only 

quality education, and not the one that 
degrades the intellect and thinking 
abilities and produces only zombies. 
There is little faith in education as a 
means to social reform since, in its cur-
rent form, public education is shrewdly 
constructed to perpetuate its estrange-
ment from practical domains. This is 
to encourage incorrectly defined ideas 
that act to preserve and privilege the 
ruling class and elite. The ruling class 
may promote subsidising elite school-
ing for geniuses who represent the 
working class to update their skills and 
defuse their anger so that they can fuel 
the elites’ industrial production and in-
crease their economic gain. It deepens 
social stratification with in the middle 
and lower middle classes. As a result, 
the middle and lower middle classes 
are more oppressed, and vulnerable, 
and ultimately, the losers. We may 
find that almost no graduate of such 
subsidised schools remains connected 
to their class and avoids living within 
poor communities; some may even 
prefer the elite as their neighbours. 
Many parents are heartbroken because 
their ‘elite-transit offspring’ have aban-
doned them. The allure of such entry 
points into elite circles renders public 
schools compromised and useless in 
the eyes of the working class. So, do 
we aim to forego formal education? 
Of course not. But we should be clear 
about the fundamental elements of our 
education system and its purpose with-
in the context of the power structure.

Courtesy: DAWN

Bad ‘education’
— By Nazir A. Jogezai

Although most of our politicians, 
MNAs and MPAs are political freeload-
ers doing politics to build their own 
fortunes through corruption which is 
in-built in the archaic colonial system 
of governance, but none can be com-
pared to the self-styled son of Rawal-
pindi Sheikh Rasheed Ahmed widely 
known as ‘Sheeda Tulli’. Whoever con-
ferred this epithet on him was right on 
money to describe his real character. 
He is uncouth, loud-mouth and devi-
ous. These traits surely helped him to 
build relations with politicians who 
needed somebody for the character as-
sassination of their opponents. This he 
did first of all for Ch Zahoor Elahi who 
used him against the PPP leadership in 
exchange for financial dole-outs. Then 
he switched over to the PPP which also 
used him for similar purposes.  That 
was the time when he gained access to 
gate number four of GHQ which also 
needed a town-crier like him to drum 
up support for their unconstitutional 
pursuits. That explains the reason why 
he has been a federal minister 16 times. 
It also puts into perspective his voyage 
from rags to riches. If my memory 
serves me right I heard Ghulam Mustaf 
Khar giving him a shut-up call on the 
floor of the Majlise Shura and shaming 
him for having received money from 
him when he was Governor Punjab. 
He was also snubbed by Moonis Elahi 
when, as Interior Minister, he took a 
swipe at the PML(Q) leadership saying 
that he was standing with Imran Khan 
like a rock and was not like those peo-
ple who had only five seats and were 
blackmailing Imran Khan for the Chief 
Ministership of Punjab.  Moonis Elahi 
reminded him that during his student 
life he used to take money from the 
leaders of the same party. He is the 
same Sheikh Rasheed whom Imran 
Khan insulted in a live TV programme 
with Hamid Mir and at a public ral-
ly castigating his politics, remarking 
that he would not take him even as 
his peon. In the 1993 and 1997 general 
elections Sheikh Rasheed returned to 
the National Assembly on a PML(N) 
ticket, and during that time he never 
tired of showering praise on Nawaz 
Sharif as a great leader and his political 
mentor. He paraded a live lion on Mur-
ree Road Rawalpindi during one of the 
election campaigns. After becoming an 
ally of PTI in spite of the bitterness that 
existed between him and Imran Khan, 
he acts as more loyal than the king in 
portraying him as a saviour and great 

reformer. In the USA and the UK, some 
political slurs are used to shame and 
denigrate politicians who are unprin-
cipled, lack the heft to stand firm on 
their taken stand, change loyalties fre-
quently or indulge in politics of self-ag-
grandizement. A word that has been 
frequently used in the USA as a polit-
ical slur is ‘Squish’. It is a term used by 
Republican conservatives to denigrate 
the perceived lack of backbone pos-
sessed by the Republican moderates. 
This word surfaced during the time 
of Ronald Reagan. Squish has also 
been used more broadly, to describe 
any liberal or conservative who avoids 
taking firm stands or doesn’t stand for 
anything– a politician who will sell out, 
who lacks conviction, who cares more 
about popularity than principles. An-
other definition of a Squish is some-
one who has difficulty in making up 
his mind and is too anxious to please, 
too eager to compromise and who can 
be easily rolled. ‘Flap-doodler’ is also 
a commonly used slur for a politician, 
a speaker of portentous but empty 
words best described as a demagogue. 
The term ‘Flip-Flopper’ is used for a 
politician who is habitual of changing 
his or her opinion or taking position on 
a particular issue. ‘Pollywog’ denotes 
a politician who is considered untrust-
worthy because of his ever-shifting po-
sition on the issues at hand and whose 
track record corroborates the epithet. 
Another political slur that is often 
used to denigrate a politician is ‘Rent-
a-Quote’. It is someone who might be 
relied upon by the media to provide a 
comment, especially one expressing a 
strong or contentious opinion either in 
any circumstances or when a particu-
lar issue is being discussed. ‘Snolly-
goster’ is used to describe a politician 
who is unprincipled and engages in 
politics of self-aggrandizement rather 
than serving national interests. An-
other epithet given to a politician who 
discusses and debate issues but fails to 
act is ‘Tire-kicker’. In the UK, a political 
slur which is quite often used to shame 
a political opponent is ‘snowflake’. It 
generally implies a weak politician 
who is overly sensitive and incapable 
of dealing with any opinion that differs 
from his own; a person who is too eas-
ily offended, too in need of safe spac-
es and is too fragile. It is also used to 
describe a politician who is self-centred 
and suffers from self-delusion.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Political freeloaders
— By Malik Muhammad Ashraf

Mission statement  
To live a successful and complacent 
life, one must make a mission state-
ment and whatsoever the situation 
arises, one should not deviate from 
it. And once anyone perseveres on 
the mission statement, the day comes 
when it pays back. For instance, Law-
rencepur had made a mission state-
ment before the start of their business 
that they would not compromise on 
the quality of the fabric come what 
may whether they get the loss or ben-
efit from their business and Albaik 
restaurant in Saudi Arabia made their 

mission statement that they would give 
a certain amount of money like 2% in 
charity whatsoever they earn. Both 
businesses are reputed now and have 
good names worldwide and people 
prefer to be their customers. Well, as 
an individual or as a nation if we make 
a mission statement that we would 
not do corruption and would not al-
low anyone to do the same whatever 
happens, the day is not far away when 
we start progressing because whether 
it is an IMF installment or any foreign 
country’s aid is spent honestly and in 
the right direction we would see some 

improvement in the country but it is 
not the case which depicts that there 
is something at the bottom. Instead, 
we as a nation exploit the situation like 
what happened in the name of flood 
in our country which mostly made 
horrible destruction in Sindh and Ba-
lochistan that 100% of donations and 
stuff could not reach to affected people 
then where it has vanished is a ques-
tion mark and tell us the sad story of 
our nation’s norm.

– Faisal Ansar
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Federal Min ister for 
Human Rights, Mian Riaz Hussain 
Pirzada, was the chief guest on the 
occasion. The reception was attended 
by the Ministers, Parliamentarians, 
se nior government officials, mem-
bers of the diplomatic communi ty and 
other dignitaries from the public and 
private sector.  Since his accession 
to the throne on 1st May 2019 as the 
126th Em peror of Japan, His Majesty 
the Emperor Naruhito stands as the 

symbol of Japan and the unity of the 
people. His Majesty and the Imperial 
Family also facilitate the good rela-
tions with foreign coun tries including 

Pakistan.  While welcoming the guests 
on the occasion, Ambassador WADA 
stressed Japanese businesses’ high 
expectations in new business oppor-
tunities in Pakistan, refer ring to recent 
investments by Jap anese companies.  
The Ambassador also empha sized 
that among the approxi mately USD 77 
million that was announced at Geneva 
Conference, around half of its human-
itarian and rehabilitation assistance 
has already been disbursed. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: A six-member U.S. 
Senate delegation from the Demo-
cratic Party, led by Senate Majori-
ty Leader Senator Chuck Schumer, 
called on the Prime Minister Mu-
hammad Shehbaz Sharif. Other 
members of the delegation includ-
ed Senators Maria Cantwell, Amy 
Klobuchar, Gary Peters, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, and Peter Welch.  
Welcoming the Senators, the Prime 
Minister underscored the significance 
of long-standing cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and the U.S. and the 
need to make this partnership diverse 
and multidimensional. The Prime 
Minister underlined that parliamenta-
ry exchanges between the two coun-
tries, as vibrant democracies, are vital 
to promoting understanding of each 

others’ perspectives at the political 
level. The Prime Minister highlight-
ed that Pakistan and U.S. celebrated 
75 years of diplomatic relations last 
year, and that this diplomatic mile-
stone presented an ideal opportunity 
to chart future course for Pak-US bi-
lateral ties. Pointing to the unrealized 
potential in the trade, investment and 

technology realms, the Prime Min-
ister emphasized the importance of 
forging a more robust and mutually 
beneficial bilateral economic partner-
ship. The Prime Minister recognized 
the important role that the vibrant Pa-
kistani community plays in serving as 
an important bridge between the two 
countries.  (APP)

British Chargé d’Affaires meets the Ukrainian 
Ambassador to show support for Ukraine

UAE investors showed their interest in doing 
business and investment in Pakistan

4.1 magnitude earthquake jolts Islamabad,  
Haripur, adjoining areas

Pak Army 33-member USAR team returns after 
17-day rescue operation in Turkiye

NHMP sign MoUs with health care providers to 
facilitate employees

Traffic police launches crackdown against 
pressure horns

WSSC 12th BoD meeting held in DI Khan to 
review performance

Unity among political parties need of the hour, 
Saleem Haider

Commissioner reviews under construction road

Better hygiene at schools - a gigantic task
By Qaiser-uz-Zaman

ISLAMABAD: Chargé d’Affaires at 
the British High Commission, An-
drew Dalgleish and Defence Adviser, 
Brigadier Simon Waddington wel-
comed the Ambassador of Ukraine, 
Markiian Chuchuk and Defence 
Attaché, Colonel Serhii Dolenko 
ahead of the one-year anniversary 
of the Russian invasion of Ukraine.
The two sides discussed the global 
impacts the war has had, includ-
ing effects on Pakistan’s economy 
and food and energy requirements.
Chargé d’Affaires at the British 
High Commission, Islamabad, An-
drew Dalgleish, while reaffirming 
the UK’s strong commitment to help 
Ukraine win the war, said the follow-
ing: “The UK and our international 

partners stand united in condemn-
ing Russia’s aggression against a 
free and democratic country, target-
ing of homes and human rights vio-
lations. Russia’s blatant violation of 
the UN Charter must not go unan-
swered, otherwise it opens the door 
for other states’ territorial integrity 
and sovereignty to be attacked. UK 
will continue to do everything possi-
ble to help Ukraine.”(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) Investors delega-
tion visited Federation Of Pakistan 
Chambers of Commerce & Industry 
(FPCCI) capital Office, Islamabad 
and met with Mr. Qurban Ali, For-
mer Vice President FPCCI & Presi-
dent Nagar Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry and showed interest in 
Pakistan’s economy for JVs and in-
vestment. The delegation comprised 
of Chief Executive Officer of Multi 
Jobs Construction & Advertising 
Company Ibrahim Alhaj, CEO Ayan 
Construction Abdullah Al-Tahiri & 
Director Hussain Al-haaj. Sher Nabi 
Khan President Ghizar Chamber, 
Shafqat Hussain VP Nagar Cham-
ber, Muhammad Ali Ayan and other 
were also present on this occision. 
Abdullah Al-Tahiri & Ibrahim Al-
haj, showed interest in expanding 
their business globally and they 
are exploring business and invest-
ment potential in Pakistan. They 
said that  UAE Investors plans to 
invest in Pakistan in various eco-
nomic sectors as they want to ex-
pand their  investments in the South 
Asian nation. UAE and Pakistan 
have good potential to enhance bi-
lateral trade and economic coop-

eration in many areas including 
agriculture, food industry, tourism, 
hospitality, healthcare and others. 
Speaking at the occasion, Qurban 
Ali, Former Vice President FPCCI 
&  President, Nagar Chamber of 
Commerce & Industry said that “We 
consider the UAE to be an important 
strategic and economic partner for 
being located in the neighbourhood, 
playing an important role in ensur-
ing peace, stability and economic 
development in the region and hav-
ing potential for joint socio-eco-
nomic development,” He stressed 
that both countries should develop 
strong trade and economic relations 
to achieve more beneficial results. 
He said that several companies of 
UAE are already doing successful 
business in Pakistan in aviation, oil, 
ports & shipping, banking, telecom-
munications, insurance, real estate, 
food and technology sectors.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: An earthquake of 4.1 
magnitudes hit Islamabad, Haripur 
and its adjoining areas on Friday 
morning. According to the Nation-
al Seismic Monitoring Centre, the 
epicenter of the earthquake was 

located in Tajikistan along with the 
China border and the depth was 
reported at 150 kilometres, howev-
er no loss of life and property was 
reported, private news channels.  
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan Army 
urban search and rescue (USAR) 
team comprising 33 members re-
turned to the country after complet-
ing its 17-day rescue operation con-
ducted in the earthquake-affected 
areas of Turkiye. According to the 
National Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) spokesperson, the 
Authority had made arrangements 
to send an organized team of Paki-
stan Army to Turkiye on February 6 
on the instructions of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif. The NDMA had also 
arranged to send a 53-member team 
of Rescue 1122 to Turkiye. The team 
was welcomed by Federal Education 

Minister Rana Tanveer Hussain and 
the Ambassador of Turkiye to Paki-
stan and NDMA officials. The offi-
cials of the Turkish Embassy and the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs also par-
ticipated in the ceremony. The Turk-
ish ambassador paid tribute to the 
Pakistan Army team, whereas a bou-
quet of flowers was presented to the 
Pakistan Army team by the Turkish 
Embassy. However, the NDMA was 
in full communication with AFAD, 
Turkiye’s disaster management or-
ganisation as assistance in relief 
and rehabilitation activities would 
be continued to Turkiye by NDMA. 
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: In a bid to provide 
better healthcare facilities to the em-
ployees, the National Highways and 
Motorways Police (NHMP) signed 
Memorandums of Understanding 
(MoUs) with two prominent hospi-
tals. Talking to APP here on Friday, 
an official of NHMP said the MoUs 
were signed with Farooq Hospital 
and the Diabetic Center (TDC) lo-
cated on Murree Expressway. He 
said that the signing ceremony was 
held at the NHMP Sector IMDC (N-
75) office in the presence of senior 
officials, including the DIG/Zonal 
Commander (N-5 North Zone) Ish-
faq Ahmed. He said that under the 

MoUs, NHMP employees and their 
families will be able to avail 25% 
discount on all medical services, in-
cluding OPD, emergency services, 
lab tests, and hospital room charges. 
He said that the agreement is valid 
for a year, starting from March 1, 
2023, and is extendable for another 
year based on mutual understanding. 
He informed that Zonal Commander 
Ishfaq Ahmed also planted saplings 
at the Beat 01 IMDC camp premises 
during the visit and appreciated the 
efforts of NHMP Sector IMDC during 
snowing weather and the provision 
of information and help to visitors by 
establishing an Info Desk. (APP)

FAISALABAD: Traffic police 
launched a crackdown against pres-
sure horns at public transport here 
on Friday. According to a spokes-
person, the transporters were di-
rected to remove pressure horns in-
stalled at their vehicles voluntarily, 
otherwise legal action will be taken 
against them. He said that a traffic 
education unit was busy motivating 
transporters about disadvantages 

of the pressure horns which caused 
noise pollution by visiting transport 
stands including general bus stand. 
He said that steamers and flexes 
were being installed for the aware-
ness of the general public. He said 
that last chance was being given to 
transporters to remove their instru-
ments, in other cases their horns 
will be confiscated by the traffic po-
lice.(APP)

DERA ISMAIL KHAN: The twelfth 
meeting of the Board of Directors 
of DI Khan Water and Sanitation 
Services Company (WSSC) was 
held to review the performance of 
the institution and identify ways to 
enhance its work. It was presided 
over by Chairman of the Board of 
Directors Chaudhry Muhammad 
Sharif, Chief Executive Officer 
WSSC DI Khan Syed Sada Hus-
sain Shah was also present during 
the meeting. On this occasion, all 
the members of the board partici-
pated and discussed and deliber-
ated in detail on various issues re-
lated to the functioning of WSSC.  

During the meeting, the board 
members thoroughly reviewed the 
performance of WSSC and ana-
lyzed its strengths, weaknesses 
and opportunities. They also con-
sidered various recommendations 
for improving the company’s oper-
ations and tried to identify action-
able steps that could be taken to 
enhance its overall effectiveness, 
drawing on their collective exper-
tise and experience. Board mem-
bers engaged in a robust exchange 
of ideas and perspectives, dis-
cussing various strategies and ap-
proaches to improve the company’s 
performance.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Special Assistant to 
the Prime Minister for Overseas Pa-
kistanis and Human Resource Devel-
opment Sardar Saleem Haider Friday 
stressed the need for national unity 
to counter the current political and 
economic challenges in the country. 
Talking to the ptv news channel, he 
said that all political parties need to 
rise above their political interests 
and work unitedly to solve the prob-
lems faced by the people. “Despite 
our political differences, we will have 
to work together for the sake of the 

country,” he added. The coalition gov-
ernment wanted to hold a national de-
bate with the consensus of all political 
parties to discuss country issues but 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf leadership 
was not serious to come forward and 
sit with the government to discuss 
the issues related to the public, he 
mentioned. The country is facing the 
challenges of poverty, political unrest, 
national unity and a failing economy. 
“We all have to forge unity to face 
these challenges and to emerge as a 
sovereign nation, he added.(APP)

MUZAFFARGARH: Commissioner 
Dr Nasir Mahmood Bashir here on 
Friday visited the mega development 
scheme site and reviewed construc-
tion work on a 12 kilometers long 
two-lane road starting from Chowk 
Qureshi to Qasba Gujrat. He directed 
the relevant authorities to complete 
the project worth Rs 254,000,000 with-
in the stipulated time-frame. SE High-
ways Muhammad Nawaz held a brief-
ing, while the Commissioner ordered 
strict monitoring of the project in or-
der to get the desired result. He also 

directed to ensure foolproof use of 
resources employed under technical 
background for long-lasting results of 
the project and not to compromise on 
the material used for the mega devel-
opment scheme. Officers visit the site 
to ensure the vitality of the project, he 
maintained. Later on, Nasir Mahmood 
went to Rural Health Center (RHC) to 
review the facilities being provided be-
sides holding meetings with patients 
to enquire about their health. Talking 
with the hospital’s staff, he said health 
was a sacred profession. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Better hygiene at ed-
ucational institutions is as important 
as education itself to create healthy 
minds and well-equipped nations and 
establish countries on sound techni-
cal, scientific, cultural and economic 
footing. The schools are not only ex-
pected to impart better education to 
children but also better hygiene to ful-
fill the undeniable right of every child 

to get proper education in a clean 
and healthy environment. Therefore, 
keeping in view the importance of 
hygiene facilities in educational in-
stitutions, the Federal Government is 
all-set to launch “Oral Hygiene Pro-
gram” at 423 public sector schools 
and colleges functioning under the 
Federal Directorate of Education 
(FDE). (APP)

Japanese Emperor Naruhito 63rd birthday celebrated  
by Embassy of Japan in Pakistan

U.S. Senate Delegation Led by Senate Majority Leader, Chuck Schumer, 
calls on the Prime Minister

Three-day book fair 
begins in Khanewal

One killed,four injured 
in road mishap

IRSA releases 99,400 
cusecs water

KHANEWAL: A three-day book fair 
began here on Friday with a variety 
of stuff to attract readers from all 
walks of life. Deputy Commission-
er Waseem Ahmad inaugurated the 
event titled Sindhu Book which con-
cluded on Feb 26 as the last day of 
the festival. It is showcasing litera-
ture and books for taste and love of 
all castes and creeds, said an official 
of the administration. A separate 
timetable for women and families is 
fixed to reach out to books of their 
choice for the entire three days of 
the arrangement. DC said on the 
occasion that there was no other 
substitute for the book reading. The 
event was aimed at creating interest 
among people in reading and writ-
ing, not least the youth of the current 
generation. The DC appealed to citi-
zens of the district to come and visit 
the book fair to gain good knowledge 
and fathom of both primitive and 
modern literature.(APP)

SARGODHA: A man was killed,while 
four others suffered injuries when a 
passenger van overturned near Tah-
liwala, Bhera here on Friday. Police 
said that a speeding passenger van 
was heading towards Bhera from 
Malikwal area, when it reached Tah-
liwala, it overturned. Consequent-
ly, a passenger named Muhammad 
Azam died on the spot, while Nazar 
Hayat, Ghulam Ali, Ayesha and Mu-
naza sustained injuries. Police con-
cerned along with Rescue 1122 team 
reached the spot, shifted the victims 
to hospital. Further investigation was 
underway. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Friday released 
99,400 cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with an inflow of 58,100 
cusecs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1465.99 feet and was 
67.99 feet higher than its dead level of 
1,398 feet. Water inflow and outflow 
in the dam were recorded as 17,600 
cusecs while outflow was 50,000 cu-
secs. The water level in River Jhelum at 
Mangla Dam was 1114.75 feet, which 
was 64.75 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow of 
water were recorded at 18,100 cusecs 
and 27,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, 
Guddu and Sukkur was recorded at 
57,000, 43,500, 30,400 and 6,200 cu-
secs respectively. Similarly, from River 
Kabul, a total of 14,300 cusecs of water 
were released at Nowshera and 2,000 
cusecs were released from River Chen-
ab at Marala. (APP)
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Barkhan incident probe be expedited, strict penalty for criminals 
 involved: Sherry Rehman

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Friday demanded that 
the Barkhan district incident should 
be investigated as soon as possible 
and the criminals involved in the in-
cident should be severely punished. 
In a series of tweets, the federal 
minister expressed her resentment 
on the tragic incident of torture and 
killing of innocent people in the re-

ported private jail of Balochistan 
Minister for Construction and Com-
munications Sardar Abdul Rehman 
Khetran. Sherry posted on her twit-
ter handle, “Whatever the motives 
and reasons behind the tragic and 
condemnable incident of Barkhan, 
it is a question mark on the over-
all consciousness of our society. “ 
“What century do we live in where 
the powerful have built private 

prisons? Where people, women, 
and children are tortured and their 
bodies are thrown into a well?”, she 
wrote. The senator said that the 
postmortem revealed heart-wrench-
ing facts. “Nothing can undo what 
the victims and their families have 
gone through. Heinous violence, 
killings, and desecration of dead 
bodies have left us all bowed in 
shame”, she said.(APP)

Balochistan’s development top priority  
of federal government: PM

FGEHA allocates 1,188 category-I plots in Park 
Road Housing Scheme for employees Baloch renowned folk singer Wasu Khan  

passes away

Shabbir Shah urges UN chief to take  
cognizance of IIOJK’s grim situation

Green Line bus crashes in Karachi to  
save wandering child

Full court should hear case about dissolution of 
provincial assemblies; demands Khawaja Asif

Three street criminals arrested; Rs 28,000 
snatched cash recovered

Wildlife deptt grants temporary hunting  
license to eradicate wild boars

Int’l Conference on Remote Sensing, GIS and 
Climate Change to start from March 13

Spread of COVID-19 epidemic in China  
basically ended, Chinese expert says

PR doles out additional Rs 2 mln for  
Shaddadpur Station platform’s upgradation

Upgradation of link road between Kohat,  
Jand near completion

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Friday said the de-
velopment of Balochistan is the top 
priority of the federal government. 
The prime minister expressed these 
views in a meeting with Minister of 
State for Power Division Hashim 
Notezai. The meeting discussed the 
overall political situation in the coun-
try. Malik Abdul Wali Kakar from Ba-

lochistan National Party also attend-
ed the meeting. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Govern-
ment Housing Authority (FGEHA) 
has allocated around 1,188 category-I 
plots in Park Road Housing Scheme, 
Islamabad for allotment to federal 
government employees as per the 
approved layout plan. “As per the 
decision of the 142nd meeting of the 
executive committee of the authori-
ty, a 3.5 per cent quota was further 
segregated into constitutional serv-
ing (2.5 per cent), constitutional re-
tired (0.5 per cent) and constitution-
al widows (0.5 per cent) categories 
with the criteria “age-wise seniority” 
and “length of service” respectively,” 
said a document available with APP. 
It said a number of plots to be allot-

ted as per the above-approved quota 
reserved in the Park Road Housing 
Scheme for the registered members 
of constitutional bodies/quota. The 
bodies included in the said quota 
were the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan, Islamabad High Court, Federal 
Shariat Court, Election Commission 
of Pakistan, Senate Secretariat, Na-
tional Assembly Secretariat, Islamic 
Ideological Council, Wafaqi Mohta-
sib Secretariat and Federal Tax Om-
budsman Office, the document said. 
The allotment in Park Road Housing 
Scheme would be made under age-
wise seniority to above mentioned 
constitutional bodies registered in 
membership Drive-II. (APP)

QUETTA: The eminent folk singer of 
Balochistan Wasu Khan passed away 
in Jaffarabad here on Friday, at the age 
of 80. According to his family, Wasu 
khan was suffering from kidney dis-
ease for a long time. Born in the Gora-
nadi village of Sahabpur, Balochistan, 
the real name of Wasu Khan was Mu-
hammad Waris. He was a prominent 
name in the Baloch folk music indus-
try. The Balochi folk singer had gained 

the limelight with his breathless narra-
tion of Pakistan’s political history. He 
appeared alongside renowned singer 
Shehzad Roy in the entertainment 
program ‘Wasu Aur Main’ and song 
‘Apney Ullo and earned fame across 
the country. He received many nation-
al and international awards. He will be 
buried in the Akhund Baba graveyard 
near Kali Deba here on Sunday after-
noon.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The incarcerated se-
nior leader of All Parties Hurriyat 
Conference, Shabbir Ahmed Shah on 
Friday urged the United Nations Sec-
retary-General, Antonio Guterres, to 
take cognizance of the grave situation 
prevailing in Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir, where people 
are being maimed, tortured, arrest-
ed and humiliated with impunity by 
Indian troops. According to Kashmir 
Media Service, Shabbir Ahmed Shah 
in his message from New Delhi’s infa-
mous Tihar jail termed the prevailing 
situation in Indian illegally occupied 
Jammu and Kashmir as extremely 
critical where arbitrary, detentions, 

harassment by the Indian forces and 
snatching of local rights of people 
by the puppet regime have become 
a routine matter. Expressing serious 
concern over the upsurge in so-called 
cordon and search operations by the 
Indian forces and police personnel in 
IIOJK, he said the people of the occu-
pied territory have been left at the mer-
cy of over one million Indian troops, 
paramilitary and police personnel, 
enjoying unbridled powers under dra-
conian laws to kill, arrest, torture and 
humiliate anyone with impunity. Rule 
of law is a distant dream and human 
rights have lost their meaning in IIO-
JK, he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Several passengers 
received minor injuries after one of 
the buses of the Karachi Green Line 
BRT lost control and hit the railing 
near Nagan Chowrangi on Friday. As 
private media reported, the accident 
happened when the speeding bus 
crashed into a footpath railing in or-
der to save a child that was wander-
ing on its track. According to rescue 
officials, the driver and several trav-

ellers were injured in the accident, 
wounded were shifted to Abbasi 
Shaheed Hospital for treatment. The 
front of the bus was completely de-
stroyed and windows shattered, ac-
cording to the rescuers at the scene. 
Following the incident, authorities 
briefly suspended the operation of the 
bus service on a particular section of 
the track while a probe was launched 
into the accident.(APP)

ISLAMABAD:Minister for Defence 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif on Friday 
demanded the Chief Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial to form a full court to 
hear the suo motu notice case regard-
ing delay in the announcement of a 
date for elections in Punjab and Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. Speaking here in 
National Assembly, the minister said 
that a bench comprising nine judges 
is hearing this case but the matter 
is of utmost importance and the full 
court must consider it. “I do not want 
to give the impression that Parliamen-
tarians are trespassing in the jurisdic-
tion of the judiciary but I, as a polit-
ical worker, demand to resolve this 

complicated situation which is being 
faced by the country during the last 
7-8 months,” he added. Asif said that a 
full court must start from the Panama 
case and give a decision which would 
have a great impact on the future of 
the country. All the stakeholders must 
be listened and such a solution be giv-
en which should be a roadmap for all. 
“ There are some ex-judges like Jus-
tice Muneer Hussain and Riaz Sheikh 
who are criticized but others like 
Saeed uz Zaman Siddiqui and Nazim 
Siddiqui are known for their dignity,” 
he said and appealed to the judiciary 
to review why some amongst them 
are criticized yet.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi Police, 
in an operation against criminal ele-
ments here on Friday, arrested three 
street criminals and recovered Rs 
28,000 snatched cash, three mobile 
phones, weapons and other items 
from their possession. According to a 
police spokesman, Wah Cantt police 
arrested three members of the Hilal 
street criminal gang including ring-
leaders namely Hilal Khan, Hamza 

and Aimal Khan, wanted in various 
cases. He informed that the police 
team constituted under the supervi-
sion of SHO Wah Cantt Police Station 
on the directives of the Superinten-
dent of Police Potohar, Muhammad 
Waqas Khan conducted a raid and 
managed to net the accused besides 
recovering Rs 28,000 cash, three mo-
bile phones, weapons and other items 
from their possession.(APP)

ABBOTTABAD: The wildlife depart-
ment here on Friday allowed locals 
and granted licenses to interested 
hunters to kill boars under an in-
terim arrangement with the collab-
oration of the local population, to 
eradicate the growing threat posed 
by the wild animals to the natives of 
Galyat and Thandyani. According 
to the details, in order to reduce the 
numbers of wild boars from Galyat 
and its suburbs, the wildlife depart-

ment formulated a three-pronged 
strategy where interested hunters 
can get a temporary license for 
killing wild boars from Divisional 
Wildlife department, Forest Offi-
cer Wildlife division Abbottabad, 
Range officer or any other nearest 
wildlife office. Locals of Galyat and 
Thandyani are exempted from this 
registration process for the killing 
of wild boars in their respective ar-
eas.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: National Center of 
GIS and Space Applications (NCG-
SA) in collaboration with different 
partner institutions will hold Interna-
tional Conference on Remote Sens-
ing, GIS and Climate Change (RS-
GCC-2023) from March 13-15. The 
conference, to be held at the Uni-
versity of Punjab, Lahore, is being 
arranged in collaboration with the 
Remote Sensing, GIS and Climatic 
Research Lab (RSGCRL) and the As-
sociation of Professionals for Remote 
Sensing, GIS and Climate Change 
(ARGC). The conference will provide 
the participants with a golden op-
portunity to interact with world-re-
nowned scientists, researchers, and 
academicians in person to discuss 
research challenges and solutions, 

unleash and share new ideas and 
avenues, and initiate joint projects 
and collaborations with industry and 
research institutes working in Re-
mote Sensing, GIS, Climate Change 
and allied research domains. RSGCC 
facilitates the establishment of dia-
logues leading to long-lasting tech-
nical cooperation amongst the sci-
entists and engineers of developing 
and developed countries. According 
to an official source, the conference 
is an event to provide an internation-
al forum where scientists, research-
ers, engineers, academicians, indus-
try professionals, entrepreneurs and 
students get a chance to interact and 
discuss the latest themes and trends 
related to remote sensing, GIS and 
Climate Change. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The spread of the 
COVID-19 epidemic has ended in 
China, though it is not completely 
over, a senior Chinese health expert 
said. Liang Wannian, head of the Na-
tional Health Commission’s expert 
panel on COVID-19 control, said 
the “decisive victory” in COVID-19 
epidemic control, announced at a 
recent meeting of the Standing Com-
mittee of the Political Bureau of the 
Communist Party of China Central 
Committee, means that the country 
has withstood the impact and test of 
the recent outbreak, with its people 
achieving herd immunity. Although 
COVID-19 remains an internation-

al health emergency, China has set 
an example of a highly populous 
nation successfully pulling through 
a pandemic, he said. Liang said the 
decisive victory is the result of the 
power of China’s political system, 
as the CPC and the Chinese govern-
ment have always prioritized people 
and the saving of lives, which is the 
fundamental principle of the nation’s 
epidemic response. Moreover, the 
country’s political system can en-
sure that different departments and 
regions can work together, with gov-
ernments, enterprises and individ-
uals assuming their responsibilities 
and realizing synergy, he said. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways has 
allocated around Rs 2 million more 
funds for completing the renovation 
and construction of a platform of 
Shaddadpur Railway Station, to be 
spent during the current financial 
year. “Shaddadpur Railway Station, 
operating with three platforms, is one 
of the important stations situated on 
mainline where most of the mail and 
express trains have their stoppages,” 
an official in the Ministry of Railways 
told APP. He said the contractor had 
stopped the construction work due 
to non-payment of bills and funds, 
adding 50 per cent of the renovation 
work had been already been com-

pleted. However, the official said the 
requisite funds are being arranged 
for the remaining work. The official 
said the platform condition on the 
downside was dilapidated and there-
fore it was decided to carry out its re-
pair under the head of improvement 
and welfare expenditure. He said the 
total budget for the construction and 
renovation work was Rs 22.686 mil-
lion, out of which Rs 5.679 million 
was released and utilized by June 
2022. To a question, the official said 
Pakistan Railways was a big organi-
zation comprising of around 63,000 
employees and its network stretched 
across the country. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The up-gradation and 
dualization of the link road between 
Kohat and Jand is a major develop-
ment project that is now nearing 
completion. Talking to APP here on 
Friday an official of National High-
way Authority (NHA) said that the 
project was divided into three pack-
ages from which package one and 
package two have already 90 per-
cent completed. However, he said 
that the construction of a bridge in 

package three, located at Khushal 
Garh, is still pending as it is under 
procurement. “Despite this, the 
tender for the construction of the 
bridge has already been floated, and 
its technical evaluation is currently 
underway”, he added. He said that 
the project is an important develop-
ment for the road users of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa’s southern region, as 
it links Kohat with the western cor-
ridor. (APP)

Five flour smugglers  
netted with 1370 bags

Four booked for selling 
fertilizer at exorbitant rates:

Old enmity claims  
life in Quetta

Police seize 137  
motorcycles with fake 

number plates

Police arrest 15  
anti-social elements

RAWALPINDI: The Food Depart-
ment Rawalpindi and district po-
lice on Friday caught five vehicles 
with 1370 wheat flour bags while 
the accused were sent behind the 
bars. According to a district admin-
istration spokesman, the food De-
partment Rawalpindi and Potohar 
Division Police conducted raids in 
Naseerabad area and rounded up 
Siraj with 250 wheat flour bags, Nai-
matullah with 300 flour bags, Sabaz 
Ali for carrying 280 flour bags, Zar 
Wali with 240 bags and Syed Mu-
hammad for possessing 300 bags. 
He informed that the authorities 
of the food department along with 
Potohar Division Police conducted 
raids in their respective jurisdiction 
and rounded up the flour smugglers.
He said that the accused were trying 
to smuggle wheat flour from Rawal-
pindi division.(APP)

SARGODHA: Four dealers were 
booked for selling substandard fer-
tilizer at exorbitant rates here on 
Friday. According to the official 
sources, an agriculture task force 
team checked various fertilizer 
shops and caught Rizwan from La-
hore road near Magni pull and Falak 
Sher from Sahiwal who were selling 
fertilizer at exorbitant rates. Mean-
while,the team also caught two 
dealers-- Shoukat and Kamran from 
Chak no 42 SB for selling substan-
dard fertilizers in their shops. Cases 
were registered against them.(APP)

QUETTA: A man was killed over an 
old enmity in Dasht area of Quetta, 
police said on Friday. The police 
said that Haji Mian Khan Pirkani 
was shot dead allegedly by the 
armed men of his rival tribe at De-
gari Cross. The assailants manage 
to escape. The dead body was hand-
ed over to heirs after the completion 
of formalities.(APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Friday 
seized 137 motorbikes with fake li-
cense number plates and without 
number plates during a crackdown 
in Sargodha. During snap-checking 
across the district, police impound-
ed 137 motorcycles during the 
last 24 hours having fake number 
plates. Inline with special directives 
of District Police Officer Sargodha 
(DPO), Muhammad Faisal Kamran 
, Sargodha police after launching 
a comprehensive crackdown had 
confiscated137 motorcycles, police 
spokesman informed. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Rawalpindi District 
Police, in their ongoing operations 
against lawbreakers, conducted 
raids in different areas and rounded 
up 15 drug peddlers, bootleggers, 
and other criminals besides seizing 
over five kg charras, 25 litres li-
quor, two bottles of liquor and other 
items from their possession, said a 
police spokesman here on Friday. 
He informed that Civil Lines police 
held a female drug dealer namely 
Sobia Noreen and recovered 1260 
grams charras from her possession. 
Sadiqabad police held Naseem for 
having 1850 grams charras while 
Saddar Wah police netted Taj on 
recovery of 1300 grams charras. 
(APP)
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Pakistan’s FX reserves rise by $66m to $3.26bn, says central bank

Biden nominates former Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga to head World Bank

IMF advises against making crypto legal tender

UK slaps export bans on every item Russia used in war

China prepares to police AI as ChatGPT frenzy spreads

Facebook, Instagram roll out paid subscription in Australia, New Zealand

World’s third-largest IPO this year declines in Jakarta debut

Japanese inflation hits four-decade high

KARACHI: Pakistan’s foreign ex-
change reserves held by the central 
bank rose by $66 million to $3.258 bil-
lion in the week ending Feb. 17, it said 
on Thursday, while its total liquid for-
eign reserves stood at $8.726 billion. 
Pakistan, which is a $350 billion econ-
omy, is facing economic turmoil, with 
a balance of payment crisis and only 
enough foreign exchange reserves to 
cover three weeks of imports. Islam-

abad is expecting external financing 
inflows after a deal with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund is finalized, 

something that is likely this month. If 
the IMF deal is done and approved by 
its board, that will issue a $1 billion 
funding that will also unlock other bi-
lateral and multilateral inflows. Chi-
na approved the refinancing of $700 
million on Wednesday, the Pakistani 
Finance Ministry said. The money 
had been expected to be credited to 
the central bank’s reserves this week.  
(Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US president Joe 
Biden nominated former Mastercard 
Inc CEO Ajay Banga to lead the World 
Bank, betting the India-born exec-
utive’s ties to the private sector and 
emerging markets will jump-start 
the 77-year-old institution’s overhaul 
to better address climate change. 
Biden’s nomination on Thursday of 
Banga, 63, now a US citizen, all but 
assures he will assume a job that 

oversees billions of dollars of fund-
ing, as it races to help developing 
countries address climate change. 

The World Bank (WB) on Wednes-
day said it expects to select a new 
president by early May to replace 
David Malpass, who announced his 
resignation last week after months 
of controversy sparked by his initial 
refusal to say if he accepted the sci-
entific consensus on climate change, 
and pressure by Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen for him to adopt “bold-
er” reforms. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) believes that 
crypto assets should not be granted 
official currency or legal tender sta-
tus, according to a statement from its 
executive board released on Thurs-
day. The statement summarized 
discussions on the fund’s nine-point 
action plan for how countries should 
treat crypto assets, dubbed ‘Ele-
ments of Effective Policies for Crypto 
Assets,’ held earlier this month. The 
paper provided “guidance to IMF 
member countries on key elements 

of an appropriate policy response 
to crypto assets.” According to the 
statement, the fund’s major recom-
mendation is to “safeguard monetary 
sovereignty and stability by strength-
ening monetary policy frameworks 

and not granting crypto assets offi-
cial currency or legal tender status.” 
The board noted that the widespread 
adoption of crypto assets “could un-
dermine the effectiveness of mone-
tary policy, circumvent capital flow 
management measures, and exacer-
bate fiscal risks.” The IMF therefore 
urges countries to focus on adopting 
tax rules and laws regulating crypto 
assets, noting that failing to do so is 
now “untenable” given the recent im-
plosions of several crypto exchang-
es. (Agencies)

LONDON: Britain marked the one-
year anniversary of the invasion of 
Ukraine by issuing more sanctions 
against Russia, including export 
bans on every item it has used on 
the battlefield and import bans of 
iron and steel goods. Britain has 
frozen assets and targeted a wave 
of Russian officials and companies 
in the last year in an effort to crip-
ple Moscow’s economy and curb 

its ability to wage war on its neigh-
bour. In a statement today it said it 
would target another 92 individuals 

and entities, including allies of Rus-
sian president Vladimir Putin such 
as the boss of Nord Stream 2, Mat-
thias Warnig. Ahead of a meeting 
between G7 leaders and Ukrainian 
president Volodymyr Zelensky, Brit-
ain said the internationally coordi-
nated sanctions and trade measures 
would target aircraft parts, radio 
equipment and electronic compo-
nents. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China will introduce rules 
to govern the use of artificial intelli-
gence across a swath of industries, 
moving to regulate emergent spheres 
as ChatGPT fever sweeps the world’s 
No 2 economy. The government will 
push for the safe and controllable 
application of AI services, which it 
considers a strategic industry, offi-
cials from the Ministry of Science and 
Technology told reporters on Friday. It 
will continue to monitor its evolution 

over the long term to gain a better un-
derstanding of the ethical concerns 
surrounding AI and other transfor-
mative technologies, Science Minis-

ter Wang Zhigang said. San Francis-
co-based OpenAI’s conversational bot 
has captivated users since its rollout 
months ago, prompting a plethora of 
American and Chinese corporations 
to unveil similar projects and inflam-
ing AI-linked stocks. Wang’s remarks 
follow reports that regulators have 
forced Chinese apps and websites to 
terminate services that route users to 
ChatGPT, in part because of content 
and data security concerns. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Facebook and Instagram 
began a week-long rollout of their 
first paid verification service on Fri-
day, testing users’ willingness to pay 
for social media features that until 
now have been free. Facing a drop in 
advertising revenues, parent compa-
ny Meta is piloting a subscription in 
Australia and New Zealand before it 
appears in larger markets. The service 
will cost US$11.99 on the web and 
US$14.99 on the iOS and Android mo-

bile platforms. From Friday, subscrib-
ers Down Under who provide govern-
ment-issued IDs can start applying for 
a verified badge, offering protection 

against impersonation, direct access 
to customer support and more visibil-
ity, according to the company. “We’ll 
be gradually rolling out access to Meta 
Verified on Facebook and Instagram 
and expect to reach 100% availability 
within the first 7 days of the rollout,” 
a Meta spokesperson told AFP. Some 
attempts to join Meta Verified from 
Sydney found the service was not 
available on the first day of the rollout. 
(Agencies)

JAKARTA: PT Pertamina Geother-
mal Energy slumped in Jakarta 
during its trading debut after a 9.06 
trillion rupiah (US$596 million) ini-
tial public offering, Indonesia’s larg-
est over the past year. Shares fell as 
much as 6.9% to trade at 815 rupiah 
on Friday. A 25% stake in the compa-
ny floated after 10.35 billion shares 
were sold at 875 rupiah each, within 
the lower band of the offered range. 
Such first-day decline does not bode 

well for upcoming listings planned 
by the government this year. The 
firm is the geothermal unit of ener-
gy company PT Pertamina, and the 

first of a series of mid-to-large size 
offerings by state-owned firms lined 
up for 2023. “Overall, on the posi-
tive side, Pertamina Geothermal has 
long-term dollar-denominated con-
tracts in place and has little margin 
fluctuations which provide stability 
for future earnings,” said Sumeet 
Singh, head of equity research, IPOs 
and placements at Aequitas Re-
search Pvt who publishes on Smart-
karma.(Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s core consumer in-
flation index hit a 41-year high last 
month as companies continue to 
pass rising energy costs continue 
on to households, government data 
showed on Friday. The consumer 
price index (CPI), which excludes 
fresh food but includes energy costs, 
jumped 4.2% in January from a 
year ago, up from the 4.0% reading 
the previous month. It was the big-

gest increase since September 1981, 
when the country suffered from a 
spike in fuel costs due to the Middle 
East oil crisis. On a monthly basis, 
consumer prices grew 0.4% in Janu-
ary, following a 0.3% rise in Decem-
ber. Core inflation has now been well 
above the Bank of Japan’s (BoJ) 2% 
target for nine months in a row. This 
is largely attributable to continued 
increases in the cost of fuel and raw 

materials, which Japanese compa-
nies are passing on to consumers. 
“Inflation will probably peak in Jan-
uary but may not fall back below the 
BoJ’s 2% target for some time. But 
there are questions as to whether the 
rise in inflation will be sustainable, 
as it is still driven largely by food and 
fuel costs,” Yoshimasa Maruyama, 
the chief economist at SMBC Nikko 
Securities, told Reuters. (Agencies)

Pakistan earns $429 mln by exporting transport 
services in 6 months

China invests nearly 28.3 bln USD in basic  
research in 2022

US Fed warns of more rate hikes

Ending war is critical to global economy, says Yellen

German inflation pushes higher – report

BOJ’s next chief says monetary easing ‘appropriate’

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan earned US 
$429.900 million by providing dif-
ferent transport services in various 
countries during the six months of the 
current fiscal year (2022-23) as com-
pared to the corresponding period of 
last year. This shows a growth of 14.38 
per cent as compared to $375.840 
million earned through the provision 
of services during the corresponding 
period of the fiscal year (2021-22), the 
Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) 
reported. During the months under re-
view, the exports of sea transport ser-
vices witnessed an increase of 69.63 
per cent, going up from $55.080 mil-
lion last year to $93.430 million during 
the months under review. Among the 
sea transport services, the exports of 
freight services increased by 150.92 

per cent from $31.500 million last year 
to $79.040 million whereas the exports 
of other sea transport services de-
crease by 38.97 per cent from $23.580 
million to $14.390 million current year, 
the PBS data revealed. The exports 
of air transport rose by 5.76 per cent 
going up from $308.090 million last 
year to $325.830 million during Ju-
ly-December (2022-23). Among the 
air transport services, the exports of 
passenger services increased by 7.30 
per cent, from $201.260 million to 
$215.960 million, whereas the exports 
of freight services surged by 12.56 per 
cent, from $14.730 million to $16.580 
million, in addition, the export of other 
air transport services also increased 
by 1.29 per cent from $92.100 million 
to $93.290 million. (Agencies)

BEIJING: China invested about 195.1 
billion yuan (about 28.3 billion U.S. 
dollars) in basic research in 2022, ac-
counting for 6.3 percent of the total 
R&D spending, the Minister of Sci-
ence and Technology said on Friday. 
China’s total expenditure on R&D 
amounted to 3.09 trillion yuan (about 
448.2 billion U.S. dollars) in 2022, ac-
counting for 2.55 percent of the coun-
try’s GDP that year, minister Wang 
Zhigang told a press conference. Chi-
na’s hot papers accounted for 41.7 per-
cent of the global total in 2022, while 
its highly cited papers accounted for 
27.3 percent. Hot papers are papers 

published within the previous two 
years and which were cited enough 
times in the most recent two months to 
be placed in the top 0.1 percent when 
compared to peer papers. China is not 
only an important participant in inter-
national frontier innovation but also an 
important contributor to solving glob-
al problems, Wang said. In 2022, there 
were 400,000 high-tech enterprises in 
China, contributing 68 percent of the 
total R&D input of enterprises nation-
wide, and 762 of them were among the 
world’s top 2,500 enterprises in terms 
of R&D input, according to the minis-
ter. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US inflation is show-
ing signs of slowing, but not enough 
to allow the Federal Reserve to ease 
monetary policy, the regulator’s Feb-
ruary meeting minutes released on 
Wednesday show. According to the 
document, inflation in the country 
“remained well above” the 2% target, 
while labor markets “remained very 
tight, contributing to continuing up-
ward pressures on wages and prices.” 
“Participants noted that inflation data 
received over the past three months 
showed a welcome reduction in the 
monthly pace of price increases but 
stressed that substantially more ev-
idence of progress across a broader 
range of prices would be required to 
be confident that inflation was on a 
sustained downward path,” the min-
utes said, noting that “ongoing” rate 

hikes will be necessary. At the meet-
ing, the Fed approved yet another 
25-basis point increase, bringing the 
rate to a target range of 4.5%-4.75%. 
The extent of the upcoming rate in-
creases has not been revealed, and the 
minutes show that officials are divided 
on the issue. However, in an interview 
with CNBC, St. Louis Fed President 
James Bullard suggested that a more 
aggressive hike would give the regula-
tor a better chance to rein in inflation 
at a faster pace. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: US Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen said Russia ending the 
war was “the most important thing” 
for the global economy as she accused 
officials from Moscow attending a 
Group of 20 meeting of being complic-
it in atrocities taking place in Ukraine. 
Speaking in a closed-door meeting Fri-
day in Bengaluru, India, where G-20 fi-
nance ministers and central bank gov-
ernors are gathered, Yellen reiterated 
calls to her counterparts to redouble 
efforts to restrict Russia’s capacity to 
wage war. “This war has its most dev-
astating effects in Ukraine, but Putin’s 
weaponisation of food and energy has 
harmed developing countries and cre-
ated global economic headwinds that 

have hurt every nation represented 
in this room,” Yellen said, according 
to remarks prepared for delivery. Her 
comments on the one-year anniver-
sary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
come as she doubled down on calls to 
increase financial support to the war-
torn nation during her discussions in 
Bengaluru, formerly known as Banga-
lore. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Germany’s inflation rate rose 
8.7% on the year in January and 1% 
on the month, the Federal Statistical 
Office (Destatis) reported on Wednes-
day. According to data that confirmed 
provisional results, consumer prices, 
harmonized to compare with other 
European Union countries, jumped 
by 9.2% year-on-year. Compared with 
December, prices increased by 0.5%. 
“Following a slowdown at the end of 
last year, the inflation rate thus re-
mains at a high level,” said Destatis 

President Ruth Brand. “We are observ-
ing price rises for many goods and, 
to an increasing degree, also for ser-
vices. Households paid higher prices 
in particular for energy and food also 
in January,” she added. The report in-
dicated that prices for energy products 
in January were 23.1% higher in an-
nual terms despite relief measures. A 
particularly large increase was again 
recorded for household energy prices, 
which were up 36.5% on the year, Des-
tatis said.(Agencies)

TOKYO: The Bank of Japan’s long-
standing monetary easing policies 
are “appropriate”, its next governor 
Kazuo Ueda told parliament on Fri-
day, suggesting no sudden changes 
to the bank’s stance when he takes 
the helm in April. Ueda, an econom-
ics professor, was nominated last 
week to replace Haruhiko Kuroda, 
who is stepping down after a de-

cade in the job. His nomination is 
expected to be easily approved in 
parliament, where the ruling coali-
tion commands a healthy majority. 
Under Kuroda, the bank unleashed a 
raft of extraordinary ultra-loose poli-
cies – from a negative interest rate to 
spending vast sums on government 
bonds – in a bid to boost Japan’s 
sluggish economy. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You need to push harder 
today if you want to get anything 
done, but make sure to do so with a 
smile on your face. It’s too easy for 
you to bowl people over, and that 
works against you in the long run.
– TAURUS: You’re having far too 
much fun today and should take 
great amusement by the goings-on 
at work or at home. Kids are espe-
cially funny, though you might get 
a kick even out of the grumpiest 
friend. 
– GEMINI: Work and business 
matters are on your mind now, so 
make sure you’re taking care of 
them quickly, and maybe ruthlessly! 
There’s no need to step on toes, but 
you may need to use your elbows.
– CANCER: A family member con-
tacts you with a request that isn’t 
urgent, but it’s still something you 
can’t just dismiss. Spend as long as 
you need to with them. That energy 
should come back to you later.
– LEO: Legal issues could dominate 
the day, so see if you can figure out 
what’s going on or hire someone 

who can! It’s not like serious trouble 
is afoot, but a little support can be a 
big help.
– VIRGO: It’s the best possible time 
to explore that relationship with a 
friend or coworker. You might be 
compatible on multiple levels! Think 
about it long enough, but when it’s 
time to take action, go for it.
– LIBRA: Something about the way 
you’re dealing with people is espe-
cially endearing today, and you may 
find that attachments get a little bit 
stronger. It’s a good time to reach 
out to estranged friends.
– SCORPIO: Someone takes a stand 
against your position, but it should 
only strengthen your hand in the 
long run. As long as you avoid over-
reacting, everything should work 
out for the best for you.
– SAGITTARIUS: Lend a hand when-
ever you’re asked today, even if that 
means delaying your own ambitions 
temporarily. You’re gaining support 
that will be more and more useful to 
you in the coming weeks.
– CAPRICORN: Try not to make a 
big deal out of the day’s events. The 
more drama there is, the harder it is 
for you to stick with the program. 
Your discipline makes the difference 
between success and failure.
– ACQUARIUS: It’s a great time to 
reminisce, but try not to get stuck in 
the past. You may need to make sure 
that you’re chatting with the right 
people. Some of them aren’t ready to 
deal with real history.
– PISCES: Try not to let any one per-
son dominate the conversation to-
day. Everything should be in balance 
so that everyone is heard. That may 
take some negotiation, but you can 
handle that with style.
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Premier League lukewarm on independent regulator

LIV Golf Plus to deliver league broadcast to global audiences

Al-Hilal advance to Asian Champions League semifinal with 1-0 defeat of Foolad

Alcaraz drops set but recovers to beat Fognini at Rio Open

World champion Verstappen lays down marker at pre-season F1 testing

Krejcikova snaps Sabalenka’s winning streak to claim Dubai Tennis C’ships semi spot

NBA-leading Celtics outlast Pacers 142-138 in OT

LONDON: Government plans for an 
independent regulator for English foot-
ball have received a lukewarm response 
from the Premier League with one club 
chairman declaring it a “total waste 
of money” but elsewhere it has been 
broadly welcomed. A government white 
paper published on Thursday outlined 
the role of the independent regulator, 
the key recommendation of a fan-led 
review into the governance of the pro-
fessional game. Sports minister Stuart 
Andrew said the regulator will ensure a 
more sustainable course for the football 
industry with proper financial steward-
ship of clubs, suitable owners and great-

er fan engagement. The English Foot-
ball League, which has seen many of its 
clubs flirt with financial ruin and Bury 
and Macclesfield go out of business, 
described it as “massive opportunity”. 
But West Ham United’s principal owner 
David Sullivan scoffed at the proposals 

described as the most radical overhaul 
of the national sport’s governance for 
more than a century. “It will be a total 
waste of money. I bet it grows in size 
and cost every year,” Sullivan said. “The 
Premier League is the best run and 
most successful league in the world. 
It gives more to the lower leagues, the 
PFA (players’ union) and grassroots 
than any other league in the world. It’s a 
fantastic export.” An independent regu-
lator is at the heart of the government’s 
“A Sustainable Future – Reforming Club 
Football” white paper which could be-
come law following a lengthy consulta-
tion process. (Agencies)

LIV Golf has announced the launch of 
LIV Golf Plus and LIVGolfPlus.com, the 
league’s new app and global streaming 
site enabling fans across the world to 
watch live and on-demand coverage 
of the 2023 LIV Golf League. Viewers 
in over 180 global territories will have 
the ability to tune in to LIV Golf tour-
naments beginning Feb. 24-26 with 
LIV Golf Mayakoba, Mexico, the debut 
event in the league’s first official season. 
“The introduction of the LIV Golf Plus 
streaming app ensures fans around 
the world will receive direct access to 

live and on-demand coverage of our 
league’s groundbreaking launch,” said 
Will Staeger, LIV Golf chief media of-
ficer. “In keeping with the content dis-
tribution strategy of other major sports 
leagues, the LIV Golf Plus streaming 
app allows more access to our content 

from more places for more people, 
spanning the traditional golf consumer 
to the casual sports and entertainment 
viewer discovering golf for the first time. 
We are thrilled to bring our innovative 
coverage of the game’s biggest stars 
including Cam Smith, Dustin Johnson, 
Brooks Koepka and Phil Mickelson to 
the sport’s global fanbase and are excit-
ed to grow our content offering on LIV 
Golf Plus in the coming seasons to drive 
deeper connections between viewers 
and our athletes in every corner of the 
world.” (Agencies)

RIYADH: Al-Hilal defeated Foolad 
of Iran 1-0 on Thursday to move into 
the semifinal of the Asian Champions 
League to keep alive their hopes of a 
fifth title — and keep the flag flying for 
Saudi Arabia. It was far from an easy 
game but a late, late goal from Mous-
sa Marega was just enough. With Ri-
yadh rivals Al-Shabab losing 2-1 to 
Al-Duhail of Qatar — who now await 
the winners on Sunday on home soil 
— the pressure was on Al-Hilal against 
a team making their first appearance 
at this stage of the competition. It was 

far from a classic performance, but the 
kind of result that Al-Hilal have ground 
out on numerous occasions over the 
years as they have become the most 
successful team in Asian Champions 
League history, with four titles. Ramon 

Diaz, coach of the defending champi-
ons, started captain Salman Al-Faraj 
following his return from injury. The 
Argentine was rewarded with domina-
tion of possession but few clear chanc-
es. The Iranians were dangerous going 
forward, despite the resignation earlier 
in the week of coach Javid Nekounam. 
Al-Hilal’s one effort on target in the 
first half came after 13 minutes with a 
low shot from Luciano Vietto from just 
outside the penalty area that was com-
fortably saved by Austrian goalkeeper 
Christopher Knett. (Agencies)

RIO DE JANEIRO: Defending champi-
on Carlos Alcaraz was far from his best 
against veteran Fabio Fognini but man-
aged to advance to the Rio Open quar-
terfinals on Thursday. The top-seeded 
Alcaraz overcame the 35-year-old Ital-
ian 6-7 (5), 6-2, 6-4 in 2 hours, 47 min-
utes. The US Open champion’s next 
opponent will be a Serbian player — ei-
ther Laslo Djere or Dusan Lajovic, who 
play later Thursday. The 19-year-old Al-
caraz is playing his second tournament 
since he was sidelined for four months 

due to a right leg injury. The Spaniard 
won the Argentina Open title last Sun-
day having dropped only one set in the 

tournament. In Rio, though, Alcaraz 
has been far less dominant against both 
rivals he has faced — No. 556 Mateus 
Alves, who Alcaraz beat 6-4, 6-4, and 
No. 86 Fognini. Alcaraz took a 3-0 lead 
over Fognini in the first set, but a run 
of unforced errors allowed the Italian to 
fight back and win in the tiebreaker. In 
the third set, Alcaraz once again had a 
3-0 advantage but saw the Italian recov-
er and stage a comeback, but the teen-
ager’s energy and strong forehands 
prevailed. (Agencies)

SAKHIR: World champion Max Ver-
stappen set the pace as pre-season 
Formula 1 testing got underway in 
Bahrain on Thursday. The Red Bull 
driver edged out two-time world 
champion Fernando Alonso in an 
Aston Martin with the two Ferraris 
of Carlos Sainz and Charles Leclerc 
tucked in behind. “We had a good 
day today, we completed a lot of 

laps which is what we wanted -- al-
most three Grand Prix’s worth,“ said 

Verstappen. “It’s nice to see how the 
car has evolved from last year. The 
behaviour is a bit different because 
of the tyres but otherwise, we are 
happy.” In 2022, Verstappen won 15 
of 22 races, including nine of the last 
11 as he swept to back-to-back world 
titles. His final points tally of 454 
was comfortably 146 ahead of sec-
ond-place Leclerc. (Agencies)

DUBAI: World No. 30 Barbora Krejciko-
va produced a stunning comeback to 
deliver Aryna Sabalenka her first de-
feat of 2023 and send last month’s Aus-
tralian Open champion crashing out of 
the Dubai Duty Free Tennis Champi-
onships under the lights. The Czech’s 
reward? A semifinal clash against 
American Jessica Pegula, who received 
a walkover when her opponent Karoli-
na Muchova withdrew with an abdom-
inal injury. Krejcikova, a 2021 French 
Open Singles winner and 10-time 

Grand Slam Doubles winner, reached 
the Singles final at the Dubai Duty Free 
Tennis Stadium in 2021. Yet she looked 
destined for defeat on Thursday when 
Sabalenka picked up where she left off 
in a from-behind victory over reigning 

champion Jelena Ostapenko the previ-
ous night. On that occasion, after losing 
the first set, Sabalenka had dropped 
just two games to close out the win, and 
that high level of play continued against 
Krejcikova, delivering a bagel to claim 
the first set 6-0. It took Krejcikova 44 
minutes just to get on the board with 
an imperious Sabalenka, ranked No. 2 
in the world and having broken to take 
a 3-1 lead in the second set, looking all 
but confirmed to book her place in the 
final four. (Agencies)

INDIANAPOLIS: Jayson Tatum scored 
31 points, including the final four in the 
last minute of overtime, and the Bos-
ton Celtics outlasted the Indiana Pac-
ers 142-138 on Thursday night. Jaylen 
Brown added 30 points as the Celtics 
improved the NBA’s best record to 43-
17. It was 138-all with 56.2 seconds left 
before Tatum hit a pair of free throws. 
He capped the scoring with a tip-in 
off the glass with 10.4 seconds to go. 
Myles Turner tied his career high with 
40 points for Indiana. He made a ca-
reer-best eight 3-pointers and Indiana 
shot 22 of 49 overall on 3s.
– 76ERS 110 GRIZZLIES 105
In Philadelphia, Tobias Harris made 

the go-ahead 3-pointer with 39 seconds 
left, James Harden scored 31 points, 
and Joel Embiid had 27 points and 19 
rebounds to help Philadelphia beat 
Memphis. The 76ers shrugged off three 
of their worst quarters of the season 

to turn in a fantastic fourth that near-
ly shook the arena with each clutch 
bucket. Down by nine points late in the 
game, the Sixers took over. Desmond 
Bane scored 25 points for Memphis.
– LAKERS 124 WARRIORS 111
In Los Angeles, Malik Beasley scored 
25 points, Austin Reaves had 17 off 
the bench and Los Angeles beat Gold-
en State. Beasley, who was acquired 
from Utah as part of a three-team 
trade during the Feb. 9 deadline, has 
two 20-point games in his four starts 
for the Lakers. LeBron James had 13 
points, but was 5 of 20 from the floor. 
Klay Thompson led Golden State with 
22 points. (Agencies)

Selles named Southampton coach until end of season

World Golf Hall of Famer Stephenson  
diagnosed with stage 3 breast cancer

Loeb relishing new battle with Al-Attyah  
in Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge

SOUTHAMPTON: Southampton has 
appointed interim coach Ruben Selles 
as manager until the end of the season, 
the Premier League club said today. 
Spanish coach Selles, 39, was placed in 
temporary charge after Nathan Jones 
was sacked on Feb 12. He led bottom 
side Southampton to a 1-0 victory over 
Chelsea in his first game in charge. 
Selles, whose first game in charge as 
the permanent manager will be tomor-
row’s trip to 19th-placed Leeds United, 
is Southampton’s third head coach this 

season. Jones’ departure came 95 days 
after he was appointed in November as 
Ralph Hasenhuettl’s replacement, days 
before the World Cup break. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: World Golf Hall of Fame 
member Jan Stephenson of Australia 
has been diagnosed with stage 3 breast 
cancer and will begin a treatment of 
chemotherapy and radiation in the next 
two weeks, her Crossroads Foundation 

said. The 71-year-old won three major 
championship titles and had 16 victo-
ries on the LPGA Tour, the elite wom-
en’s professional circuit. “I have had 
some negative challenges in my career 
and managed to survive,” Stephenson 
said in a statement on Thursday. “This 
is just another tough hole that is ‘uphill 
and against the wind.’ See you on my 
next downhill and downwind hole!” 
Stephenson received the Order of Aus-
tralia Medal in 2018 and was inducted 
into the World Golf Hall of Fame the 
next year. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: Sebastien Loeb is relish-
ing another titanic battle with Nasser 
Al-Attiyah in the Abu Dhabi Desert 
Challenge starting on Sunday, as Bah-
rain Raid Xtreme look to protect their 
three-way lead in the World Rally-Raid 
Championship. Loeb and Fabian Lur-
quin in their BRX Prodrive Hunter top 
the Drivers, Co-Drivers and Manufac-
turers tables heading into the second 
round of the championship in the UAE, 
with Al-Attiyah posing the main threat 
to their triple title ambitions this year. 
After winning half of the Dakar Rally’s 
14 stages in Saudi Arabia, and a record 
six in a row, they are ready for another 
big test in the 32nd edition of the Des-
ert Challenge, which offers 2,170 km of 
hot, demanding and relentless stages.  
“I’m very happy to return to Rally Raid 
after Dakar where we saw that we had 
some very good speed, especially in 
the dunes, so we are leading the cham-
pionship,” said nine-time World Rally 
Champion Loeb. “Of course, it would 
be great to come out of Abu Dhabi still 
at the top of the points, but I remember 
last year that it was not easy as Nass-
er was very quick. I hope that what we 
saw on the Dakar means that we will 
be able to fight with him again.” Lying 

third in the championship in a second 
Prodrive Hunter, 2009 Desert Chal-
lenge winner Guerlain Chicherit and 
co-driver Alex Winocq aim to repro-
duce their best form from the Dakar 
where they were fastest on two stages. 
“The six weeks between the Dakar Ral-
ly and the Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge 
were not too much for me,” confessed 
Chicherit. “My body was very tired af-
ter the 15 days of rallying, so I’ve recov-
ered and trained well with a specialist 
to start this second event of the season 
in the best condition. “We know that 
our Hunter performs well, especially in 
the dunes that make the ADDC so spe-
cial. It is an event that I like very much 
as I won it a long time ago in 2009.” 
With a new-look route sweeping across 
the Al-Dhafra region, it will be familiar 
territory for the two Prodrive Hunter 
crews as they again tackle the giant 
dunes of the Empty Quarter. (Agencies)
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Saudi search and rescue teams complete  
operations in Turkiye

What is China’s peace proposal for Ukraine War?

Russia warns US, NATO, and Ukraine over Transnistria

G20 tussles over Ukraine war as West steps up sanctions

India abstains from UN vote on Russian invasion

 Europe braces for severe drought amid winter heatwave 

RIYADH: Search and rescue teams 
from Saudi Civil Defense have com-
pleted their operations in Turkiye fol-
lowing the 6.4 magnitude earthquake 
on Monday, the Saudi Press Agency 
has reported. The organization met 
the International Search and Rescue 
Advisory Group, Turkiye’s Disaster 
and Emergency Management Presi-
dency, and other local authorities to 
coordinate its efforts. It carried out 
search and rescue missions in 47 lo-
cations across the cities of Gaziantep, 
Antakya, and Kahramanmaras, using 
cutting-edge technology and equip-
ment.  The Saudi Civil Defense team 
returned to Riyadh on Thursday, al-
though the King Salman Humanitar-
ian Aid and Relief Center is still pro-
viding help in Turkiye and Syria. The 
number of people killed in Turkiye in 
this month’s devastating earthquakes 

has risen to 43,556, the country’s In-
terior Minister Suleyman Soylu said. 
The combined death toll in Turkiye 
and Syria now stands at 47,244. Soy-
lu told state broadcaster TRT Haber 
that there had been 7,930 aftershocks 
following the first earthquake on Feb. 
6 and that more than 600,000 apart-
ments and 150,000 commercial prem-
ises had suffered at least moderate 
damage. (Agencies)

TAIPEI: One year into Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, China is offering a 
12-point proposal to end the fighting.
The proposal follows China’s recent 
announcement that it is trying to act 
as mediator in the war that has re-en-
ergized Western alliances viewed by 
Beijing and Moscow as rivals. China’s 
top diplomat indicated that the plan 
was coming at a security conference 
this week in Munich, Germany. With 
its release, President Xi Jinping’s gov-
ernment is reiterating China’s claim 
to being neutral, despite blocking 
efforts at the United Nations to con-
demn the invasion. The document 
echoes Russian complaints that West-
ern governments are to blame for the 
Feb. 24, 2022 invasion and criticizes 

sanctions on Russia. At the Munich 
meeting, US Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken expressed skepticism 
about Beijing’s position before the 
plan’s release. He said China has 
provided non-lethal assistance that 
supports Russian President Vladimir 
Putin’s war effort and said the US has 
intelligence that Beijing is “consider-
ing providing lethal support.” China 
has called the allegation a “smear” 
and said it lacks evidence. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Any action by Ukraine or 
the West that poses a threat to Rus-
sian peacekeepers or nationals in 
the Moldovan breakaway region of 
Transnistria will be seen as an attack 
on Russia, the country’s Foreign Min-
istry has stated. It warned Kiev and 
its Western backers against carrying 
out “provocations” there. In a state-
ment released on Friday, Russian dip-
lomats cited data from the country’s 
Defense Ministry, according to which 
Ukraine has amassed considerable 

numbers of military personnel, as 
well as hardware and artillery on its 
border with Transnistria. In light of 
this, Moscow warned the “US, NATO 
member states and their Ukrainian 
underlings against any further ad-
venturous steps.” While Russia favors 
“political-diplomatic” ways of resolv-
ing issues, “no one should have any 
doubt that the Russian armed forces 
will react appropriately to any provo-
cation by the Kiev regime,” the state-
ment reads. Moscow stressed that it 
is determined to protect its citizens, 
peacekeepers, and military personnel 
stationed in Moldova’s breakaway 
region. The report of a Ukrainian 
military buildup along the country’s 
border with Transnistria was issued 
by the Russian Defense Ministry on 
Thursday. (Agencies)

BENGALURU, Feb 24 (Reuters) - Fi-
nance leaders of the world’s top econ-
omies sought on Friday to bridge dif-
ferences over how to deal with Russia 
following its year-old invasion of 
Ukraine as the West stepped up sanc-
tions against Moscow. U.S. Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen accused Rus-
sian officials at the two-day Group of 
Twenty (G20) meeting in the Indian 
city of Bengaluru of being “complic-
it” in war atrocities. But, underlining 
the split with those nations which 
have not joined efforts to isolate the 
Russian economy, meeting host India 

avoided mention of the year-long war 
in inaugural remarks and said the 
global economy faced a range of oth-
er challenges. “I would urge that your 
discussions should focus on the most 
vulnerable citizens of the world,” 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, 
adding that stability, confidence and 
growth had to be brought back to the 
world economy. Modi cited the after-
math of the COVID pandemic, ris-
ing debt levels, disruptions to supply 
chains and threats to food and energy 
security as key concerns for the talks. 
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: India has once again ab-
stained from voting in a UN General As-
sembly resolution that condemned Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine, which started 
a year ago. The motion was backed by 
141 nations with 32 abstaining and sev-
en, including Russia, voting against it. 
India reiterated its position on the inva-
sion, saying that peaceful dialogue was 
the only way out. Delhi has increasingly 
faced pressure to take a firm stand on 
Russia. Many countries, including the 
US and Ukraine, have publicly appealed 
to Delhi to take a clear stand and “do the 
right thing”. But India has resisted the 

pressure and continued with its strategy 
of not criticising Russia directly. It has ab-
stained from similar resolutions both at 
the UNGA and at the UNSC in the past. 
The two countries have a decades-old 
trusted relationship since the Cold War. 
Russia is also India’s largest arms suppli-
er even though its share has dropped in 
recent years largely due to Delhi’s deci-
sion to boost domestic defence manufac-
turing and a widening imports portfolio. 
The two countries also have a history of 
diplomatic co-operation - Moscow has 
vetoed UNSC resolutions over the dis-
puted region of Kashmir. (Agencies)

ROME: A winter heatwave, record 
low levels of rain and a startling lack 
of snow in Europe are pushing rivers, 
canals and lakes across the continent 
to alarmingly low levels, with experts 
warning there could be repeat of last 
year’s severe droughts. Images of 
dried-up river beds and shrunken lakes 
are usually associated with the scorch-
ing heat of summer – not the winter. But 
an exceptionally warm and dry start 
to the year is affecting a swath of Eu-
rope, including central and southwest 
France, northern Spain and northern 
Italy. There are concerns for what 

this might mean for water supplies. 
Europe’s water situation has become 
“very precarious,” according to a study 
published in January by researchers 
at the Graz University of Technology 
in Austria, which used satellite data 
to analyze the world’s groundwater 

resources. “A few years ago, I would 
never have imagined that water would 
be a problem here in Europe,” said Tor-
sten Mayer-Gürr, one of the research-
ers. “We are actually getting problems 
with the water supply here – we have to 
think about this.” (Agencies) 
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Flu experts gather with 
H5N1 risk on the agenda

Tebbutt murder-kidnap: 
Kenyan freed after  

decade in jail

LONDON: The world’s leading ex-
perts on influenza met this week to 
discuss the threat posed to humans 
by a strain of H5N1 avian flu that has 
caused record numbers of bird deaths 
around the world in recent months. 
The group of scientists, regulators and 
vaccine manufacturers meets twice a 
year to decide which strain of season-
al flu to include in the vaccine for the 
upcoming winter season, in this case 
for the northern hemisphere. But it 
is also a chance to discuss the risk 
of animal viruses spilling over to hu-
mans and causing a pandemic. At this 
week’s meeting, H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b 
was a key topic, the World Health 
Organization (WHO) and global flu 
experts told Reuters. They will brief 
reporters on both the seasonal flu vac-
cine composition and spillover risks 
later on Friday. (Agencies)

NAIROBI: A Kenyan convicted in a 
trial linked to the murder of a British 
man has been freed from prison, after 
a decade-long campaign to overturn 
his conviction. The BBC revealed in 
2022 that a senior Metropolitan police 
officer who assisted the Kenyan investi-
gation “omitted key forensic evidence” 
in the trial of Ali Kololo. Jude Tebbutt, 
the wife of the murdered man, says Ali 
Kololo is innocent. His conviction is 
expected to be formally overturned in 
April. David Tebbutt and his wife Jude 
had been staying at a secluded resort 
on the Kenyan coast in 2011, when they 
came under attack. David was killed 
and Jude was held hostage in nearby 
Somalia for six months. She was only 
released after her adult son, Olly, nego-
tiated a ransom deal. Father of two, Ali 
Kololo, was convicted of robbery with 
violence and sentenced to death at a tri-
al in 2013. His death sentence was lat-
er commuted to life imprisonment. Ali 
Kololo joined the appeal hearing at the 
Kenyan High Court in Malindi on Mon-
day by video link from Mombasa’s Shi-
mo La Tewa maximum security prison, 
where he has been incarcerated for 
more than a decade. “Ali has suffered 
in prison for 11 years, the victim of a 
terrible injustice, while David Tebbutt’s 
killers remain free,” his lawyer, Alfred 
Olaba says.  (Agencies)

No sign of peace on first anniversary of Russia-Ukraine war  
as both sides brace for prolonged conflict

DUBAI: Exactly a year ago Russia sent 
troops over its border into Ukraine’s 
north, east and south with the aim of 
quickly encircling the capital, Kyiv, 
and removing the government of Volo-
dymyr Zelensky.  Russia’s President 
Vladimir Putin said the “special mili-
tary operation” was intended to “demil-
itarize” and “denazify” the country to 
protect ethnic Russians, prevent Kyiv 
joining NATO, and to keep it in Rus-
sia’s sphere of influence. As it turned 
out, Russian forces met with stiff resis-
tance from the Ukrainian people and 

the Ukrainian army, who repulsed the 
advance on the capital and forced en-
tire divisions to retreat from the cities of 
Kharkiv in the northeast and Kherson 
in the south.   Twelve months on, the 
war, which Russian military strategists 

probably expected to last just a mat-
ter of days, has become a bitter stale-
mate, with the opposing armies dug in 
along a front line spanning 1,500 km 
from north to south across the east of 
Ukraine. Although Russia has attempt-
ed to annex four Ukrainian provinces 
— Luhansk and Donetsk in the east 
and Kherson and Zaporizhzhia to the 
south — it does not fully control these 
areas. And as events during the past 
year have shown, even Crimea, which 
Russia annexed in 2014, is vulnerable. 
(Agencies)

U.S. billionaire finan-
cier Thomas Lee dies 

at 78, family says

Biden ‘lied’ about 
Nord Stream blasts – 

Seymour Hersh

NEW YORK: American billionaire fi-
nancier Thomas H. Lee, considered a 
pioneer of private equity investment 
and leveraged buyouts, died at the 
age of 78, his family said in a state-
ment on Thursday, without noting 
the cause of his death. The New York 
Post, citing unidentified police sourc-
es, reported Lee was discovered dead 
on Thursday morning at his Fifth Av-
enue Manhattan office, headquarters 
of his investment firm, from a self-in-
flicted gunshot wound. According to 
the Post, he was found after police 
responded to an emergency-911 call 
around 11:10 a.m. (1610 GMT) Reu-
ters could not immediately confirm 
the cause of death. The New York 
Police Department said emergency 
medical service personnel responding 
to a 911 call on Fifth Avenue at about 
that time found a “male who was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.” Police 
gave no further details, and said the 
city medical examiner’s office would 
determine the cause and manner of 
death. The coroner’s office could not 
immediately be reached for comment. 
“The family is extremely saddened by 
Tom’s death,” Lee’s family said in a 
statement. “Our hearts are broken. 
We ask that our privacy be respect-
ed and that we be allowed to grieve.” 
Lee was the founder and chairman of 
Lee Equity, which he formed in 2006, 
and previously served as chairman 
and CEO of Thomas H. Lee Partners, 
which he founded in 1974, according 
to a biographical statement released 
by his family. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: US President Joe 
Biden secretly ordered the blowing up 
of the Nord Stream pipelines so Ger-
many would not back out of imposing 
sanctions on Moscow over Ukraine, 
legendary investigative journalist 
Seymour Hersh said on Afshin Rat-
tansi’s show ‘Going Underground.’ 
Hersh published a bombshell exposé 
on the incident earlier this month. In 
the report, Hersh claimed that the US 
and Norway were behind the Sep-
tember 2022 blasts that hit the dual 
pipelines, built to deliver Russian gas 
to Germany through the Baltic Sea. 
Washington denied any involvement 
in the blasts, calling the journalist’s 
claims “fiction.” Hersh stood by his 
words, however. Biden was “lying” 
and “not telling the truth about some-
thing he authorized,” he said. The 
journalist compared the alleged affair 
to the events leading up to Washing-
ton’s entry into the wars in Vietnam 
and Iraq. The US intent was to “to 
make sure that Europe keeps on sup-
porting NATO and keeps funneling 
arms into what is clearly a proxy war 
against Russia that’s being fought 
right now,” Hersh said. (Agencies)


