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ISTANBUL: Fears of another major 
earthquake have been rekindled in 
Istanbul since the February 6 disas-
ter that hit Turkey and Syria, but a 
prominent Turkish seismologist has 
reassured the risk “hasn’t increased”. 
“The risk hasn’t increased because we 
are talking about completely different 
systems,” Dogan Kalafat, the director 
of the Kandilli Observatory’s Earth-
quake-Tsunami Monitoring Center 
in Istanbul, told AFP. Turkey’s most 
populated city is situated near the 
North Anatolian Fault while the re-
cent 7.8-magnitude quake that killed 
43,500 people occurred along another 
fault in the country’s southeast, Kala-
fat explained. Still, the 16 million res-
idents of Istanbul, a city that spreads 
over two continents and has seen sky-
scrapers mushroom in recent years, 
are wondering if they’re ready for the 
“Big One”. “I’d like to say it, but sadly, 
it’s a very big city with too many poor-

ly constructed buildings,” said Kalafat, 
who has denounced using low-quality 
cement and building on “soft soils”. 
While waiting for a large-scale quake, 
“we must make good use of the time. 
We must build earthquake-proof hous-
es on solid soil. It’s the most important 
precaution to take,” the seismologist 
stressed. At the observatory, seismol-
ogists take turns every eight hours 

watching a series of computer screens 
monitoring potential tremors. In front 
of them, on a wall at least five metres 
(16 feet) tall, a giant screen provides 
real-time readings from 260 seismic 
stations across the country. “Nine 
thousand aftershocks have taken place 
in Turkey since February 6,” which is 
more than “seven or eight times nor-
mal”, Kalafat said. (Agencies)

Quake-prone Istanbul not at heightened risk: expert

Air Canada launches facial recognition trial

Belarusian president Lukashenko to visit China  
in coming days: Govt

UK sets up secret task force to purchase  
ammunition for Ukraine: Report

Ukraine preparing attack on Crimea – Zelensky

TORONTO: Air Canada has launched 
a pilot project that enables travelers 
to use facial recognition technology 
to confirm their identification. The 
system is designed to make the over-
all travel and airport experience more 
seamless and enjoyable for customers, 
whilst also assisting the airline and air-
port with security and staffing issues.
Air Canada’s digital identification is 
now available for customers departing 
from Vancouver International Airport 
(YVR) when boarding select flights to 
Winnipeg, and for eligible customers 
entering the Air Canada Café at To-
ronto Pearson International Airport 
(YYZ). The national carrier plans to 
expand digital identification to more 
airports and Maple Leaf Lounges in 
Canada as part of the trial phase. “Our 

government and Canadian airlines and 
airports are eager to move forward 
with innovative solutions and technolo-
gies to modernize the traveller journey 
in airports across the country, which 
would enable a more seamless and ef-
ficient air transportation system,” said 
Omar Alghabra, Minister of Transport 
– Government of Canada. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Belarusian President Alex-
ander Lukashenko will visit China on 
February 28 for a state visit, the Chi-
nese foreign ministry said Saturday. 
“At the invitation of Chinese President 
Xi Jinping, President of Belarus Alex-
ander Lukashenko will pay a state vis-
it to China from February 28 to March 
2,” spokesperson Hua Chunying said. 
Lukashenko is a close ally of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and has 
backed Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. 
Belarus is dependent on its neighbour 
financially and politically. China is 
willing to work with Belarus to deepen 
mutual political trust, Chinese foreign 
minister Qin Gang told his Belarusian 

counterpart Sergei Aleinik during a 
phone conversation on Friday, ac-
cording to a Chinese foreign ministry 
statement. In September last year, 
Xi and Lukashenko announced an 
“all-weather” strategic partnership, 
when the two met in the Uzbek capital 
Samarkand. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The UK Ministry 
of Defense has established a secret 
task force to purchase ammunition 
for Ukraine, especially Soviet-made 
weapons, American media reported on 
Thursday, citing documents it obtained 
and people familiar with the matter. The 
task force is mainly focused on obtain-
ing Soviet-style ammunition through 
third countries and brokers, according 
to the report. The United States has also 
financed such deals, the report said. 
Such deals, however, became harder in 
recent months as suppliers began run-
ning out of stock, the newspaper said. 
Last June, London reportedly struck 
a deal to buy 40,000 Pakistani-origin 
artillery shells and rockets made by 
the government-owned Pakistan Ord-
nance Factories. Under the agreement, 
the UK would pay a Romanian broker 

to buy the weapons, which would be 
transferred from Pakistan to the UK, 
with no mention of Ukraine, according 
to the newspaper. The deal was not re-
alized because the Pakistani supplier 
was unable to deliver the ammunition, 
the report cited Marius Rosu, the head 
of exports at Romanian broker Rom-
tehnica, as saying. Rosu noted that his 
company does not provide weapons di-
rectly to Ukraine. However, purchasers 
may obtain them from Romtehnica and 
later send them to Ukraine. (Agencies)

KYIV: Ukraine is readying an offensive 
to try and seize Russia’s Crimean pen-
insula, President Vladimir Zelensky 
said on Friday at a press conference. 
Kiev is forming new units specifically 
for the task, with servicemen under-
going training abroad, he revealed. 
“We’re taking military steps, we are 
preparing for them. We are mentally 
prepared already. We prepare techni-
cally, with weapons, forces, we form 
new brigades, we form offensive units 

of various kinds and types, we are 
sending people for training not only in 
Ukraine, you know, but also in other 
countries,” Zelensky stated. The pres-
ident, as well as other top officials, has 
repeatedly pledged to re-capture all of 
the former Ukrainian territories from 
Russia, including Crimea. The pen-
insula broke away from the country 
back in 2014 in the aftermath of the 
Maidan coup in Kiev, joining Russia 
after a landslide referendum. Four 
other formerly-Ukrainian territories, 
namely the Donetsk and Lugansk 
People’s Republics, as well as Zapor-
ozhye and Kherson Regions, were 
incorporated into Russia after the 
overwhelming majority of their popu-
lations voted in favor of the idea last 
September. (Agencies)

Rabbani brothers 
leave Guantanamo 
Bay without charge 
after almost 20 years

Avalanche kills 4 in 
N. Afghanistan

ISLAMABAD: Two brothers from Paki-
stan who were held in the US military 
prison at Guantanamo Bay for nearly 
20 years have been released without 
charge. Abdul and Mohammed Ahmed 
Rabbani were arrested in Pakistan in 
2002. The Pentagon said Abdul Rabbani 
operated an al-Qaeda safe house, while 
his brother organised travel and funds 
for the group’s leaders. The brothers 
alleged that they were tortured by CIA 
officers, before being transferred to 
Guantanamo. Both have now been re-
patriated to Pakistan. The Guantana-
mo camp, in Cuba, was established by 
then-President George W Bush in 2002 
to house foreign terrorism suspects fol-
lowing the 9/11 terror attacks in New 
York. It is on a US Navy base. But the 
camp has come to symbolise some of 
the excesses of the “war on terror” due 
to interrogation methods that critics say 
amount to torture, and detainees being 
held for long periods without trial. US 
President Joe Biden says he hopes to 
close the facility, where 32 people are 
still being detained. At its peak in 2003 
the facility held 680 prisoners at one 
time. (Agencies)

Afghanistan (Xinhua/APP): Four peo-
ple have been killed as an avalanche 
hit a village in Arghanjkhwa district 
of Afghanistan’s northern Bada-
khshan province, said Qari Maazu-
din Ahmadi, head of information and 
culture of Badakhshan province on 
Saturday. The incident took place in 
Tak Archa village late Friday, killing 
four people, the official told report-
ers without providing more details. A 
similar incident claimed four lives and 
destroyed 30 houses in Kofab district 
of the province last week. Avalanch-
es have killed more than three dozen 
lives and destroyed scores of residen-
tial houses in the mountainous Bada-
khshan province over the past weeks. 
Heavy snowfall, freezing weather, 
flooding, and avalanches have killed 
nearly 200 people, including women 
and children, across Afghanistan over 
the past month. (Agencies)

Iran still seeking to kill Donald Trump

TEHRAN: An Iranian general 
warned his country is still seeking 
to kill former US president Donald 
Trump and his secretary of state 
Mike Pompeo in revenge for as-
sassinating top commander Qasem 
Soleimani.
Tehran has repeatedly vowed to 
avenge the killing of Soleimani, the 
head of the Islamic Revolutionary 
Guard Corps’ foreign operations, in 
a US drone strike on Baghdad air-
port in January 2020.
“We hope we can kill Trump, 
Pompeo, (former US general Ken-
neth) McKenzie and the military 
commanders who gave the order” 
to kill Soleimani, General Amirali 
Hajjizadeh, the Guards’ aerospace 
unit commander, said on television 
late Friday. Trump had ordered the 
strike in response to a number of 
attacks on US interests in Iraq that 
his administration blamed on Iran. 
Days later, Iran retaliated by firing 
missiles at a US air base in Iraq 
that housed US troops. None were 

killed, but Washington said dozens 
suffered traumatic brain damage.
The United States and its allies 
have repeatedly expressed concerns 
about Iran’s ballistic missile pro-
gram as well as its “destabilising” 
role in the Middle East.
In his televised remarks, Hajjizadeh 
said Iran was “now able to hit Amer-
ican ships at a distance of 2,000 ki-
lometers (1,243 miles).” “We have 
set this limit of 2,000 kilometers out 
of respect for the Europeans and 
we hope that the Europeans show 
themselves worthy of this respect,” 
the Iranian general said.
On Saturday, Iranian state televi-
sion aired video of what it said was 
a newly unveiled “Paveh cruise mis-
sile with a range of 1,650 kilome-
ters (1,025 miles)” developed by the 
Guards. The official broadcaster re-
ported on Friday that Iran was likely 
to provide Syria with the 15-Khor-
dad surface-to-air missile system 
to “reinforce” its defensive capabil-
ities. (Agencies)

Israel pilots, intelligence officers:  
‘We will not serve if legal reforms are passed’

TEL AVIV: The political conflict and 
social rift due to the government’s 
plan to weaken the judiciary and start 
passing legislation in the Knesset have 
reached the ranks of the Israeli occu-
pation army on a relatively large scale, 
prompting the Chief of General Staff 
of the Israeli Defense Forces Herzi Ha-
levi to issue a warning in this regard. 
According to a report by Haaretz on 
Friday, the main concerns of the Israeli 
General Staff now are not the escalat-
ing security tension in the Palestinian 
territories occupied in 1967, especially 
the West Bank and Jerusalem, nor the 
Iranian “nuclear threat”, but the pres-
ence of: “Initial indications of a crisis in 
the reserve forces, especially the Israel 
Air Force, sparked by the ruling coali-
tion’s governmental coup.” The news-
paper noted: “Members of reserve air-
crews are increasingly discussing the 
possible refusal to comply with which 
the Netanyahu government is foment-
ing. There is an intensifying dialogue 
among reserve air force crews about 
the possibility of refusing to comply 

with call-ups or with certain directives, 
in solidarity with the protest.” Most of 
Israel’s military power is focused on 
the Air Force and intelligence services. 
The newspaper pointed out: “Even 
more than other IDF branches, the 
IAF relies on a large percentage of re-
servists, particularly in the aircrews. 
Over time, a decline in the willingness 
of reserve pilots and navigators to re-
port for duty will affect the force’s pro-
fessional fitness and is liable to have a 
detrimental effect on the IDF’s might. 
This apparently led IDF Chief of Staff 
Herzl Halevi, to comment on the issue 
publicly for the first time Thursday. 
The General Staff also fears the reluc-
tance to serve will spread to important 
MI units.” (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR (APP): In an effort to 
promote people-friendly policing 
and reduce crime in the Lower Chi-
tral region, the DPO of Lower Chi-
tral, Ikramullah Khan, has launched 
a public engagement plan. As part of 
the plan, police officers are meeting 
with local elders and other commu-
nity members to spread awareness 
about illegal activities and crimes, 

such as drugs and unregistered ten-
ants. The goal of the public meetings 
is to emphasize the importance of co-
operation between the police and the 
public in reducing crime rates and 
discouraging criminals, said police 
spokesperson. The police officers are 
also using their professional skills to 
help solve legitimate problems faced 
by the community. Local elders have 

pledged to fully cooperate with the 
police in eradicating social crimes in 
the region. The public is also urged 
to report any suspicious individu-
als or non-locals in their area to the 
nearest police station. The Lower 
Chitral Police hopes that their peo-
ple-friendly policing approach will 
create a peaceful and safe environ-
ment for the residents of Chitral.

Police launches public engagement plan to combat crimes in Chitral Nation demands SC’s full bench hearing in 
Panama case: Muqam

D.I.KHAN (APP): Adviser to the 
Prime Minister Engineer Amir 
Muqam on Saturday said the na-
tion was demanding a hearing in the 
Panama case by the full bench of the 
Supreme Court like being done in 
dissolution of the assemblies’ case.
Talking to media after offering Fate-
ha for former provincial minister 
Amanullah Khan Kundi here at the 
residence of former MNA and pro-
vincial senior vice president of the 
party, Dawar Khan Kundi and former 
Nazim district Tank Mustafa Kundi, 
he said that the decision of Panama 
case pushed the country into crisis.
He said the PTI could only fill their 
pockets rather jails and the nation 
had witnessed their courage and 
real face during the voluntary ar-
rest movement. “All problems being 
faced today by the country, especial-
ly inflation, are seeds sown by Imran 
Niazi and his agenda is nothing but 
the destruction of the country,” he re-
marked and added that Imran Niazi 

first misled the nation in the name of 
US conspiracy against his govern-
ment and now he backtracked from 
the statement. Muqam said that in 
the wake of the PTI government’s 
poor performance, the people of 
Dera Ismail Khan and other southern 
districts should thank Nawaz Sharif 
and PML-N government for vari-
ous development projects including 
motorways. He said that only Mus-
lim League under the leadership of 
Nawaz Sharif has the ability to take 
the country out of the current crisis.
Muqam said that the workers should 
prepare for the general elections 
rather by-elections, adding that he 
could understand the sentiments 
of the workers, but some sacrifices 
would have to be given in order to 
keep everyone onboard within the 
coalition government. Earlier, he 
also offered Fateha for the departed 
souls of the father of Dawar Khan 
Kundi and the mother of Umar Khan 
Miankhel, Akhtar Ali and Roshan.

Red Rose, Montessori School holds 
Scrabble Training Festival

PESHAWAR (APP): The utility and 
benefits of Scrabble game are very 
useful for the future and intelligence 
of students, said Director Red Rose 
School Iftikhar Ahmed while address-
ing the contests held under the aegis 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Scrabble 
Association, Digital Presentation of 
Scrabble Game and Scrabble Master 
Training Festival at Red Rose Montes-
sori School Peshawar here Saturday. 
Along with students, teaching staff 
was also seen in action during the cer-
emony. While learning the world class 
scrabble game, there were exciting 
and thrilling competitions between 
principals, teachers and students. On 
this occasion, all the students, includ-
ing the principals and teachers tried 
hard to win by creating English words 
in the best way. School Principal Asia 
called the Scrabble game as the most 

important need of the day for the 
success of all students in the field of 
education along with the best world 
class mindset educational game. She 
said that this game was increasing the 
vocabulary and the game was very 
interesting as well as attracting the 
heart and mind towards learning.
This game definitely benefits all the 
students and we are hopeful that the 
students and their parents will defi-
nitely introduce this game to their 
families, she added. To achieve a 
bright educational future for boys 
and girls, she added that this initia-
tive of best learning in games through 
Scrabble was declared by the admin-
istration of Pakistan and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Scrabble Association as 
a very excellent and historic achieve-
ment for all the students of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa.

Incidents of street crimes need attention 
of authorities concerned

SWABI (APP): Residents of the city 
have demanded strict action against 
robbers and dacoits involved in in-
cidents in various areas, claiming 
an increase in street crimes on Sat-
urday. A man, Abidullah lodged 
an FIR in Swabi police station and 
said that three masked men entered 
the general store and at gunpoint 
grabbed Rs18,000 from the drawer, 
a pistol and Rs4,000 from his wallet 
and managed to escape. Similarly, 
Hamid Ali told Swabi police that an 
unknown person snatched Rs80,000 

and necessary cards at gunpoint. He 
said that the snatcher also robbed his 
brother Adil and his friend Imran and 
snatched Rs 60,000 from them.
Umer Khaliq while lodging a report 
in Zaida Police Station said that un-
known persons stole his 125cc mo-
torcycle parked in front of his home. 
Sher Nawas also reported in Cho-
ta Lahor Police Station about the 
snatching of his 125cc bike in Maneri 
Bala area. Police registered the cases 
in relevant police stations and started 
search operations.

Peshawar stun Swat in 
All Pakistan Veterans Football Cup

PESHAWAR (APP): On the second 
day of the second All-Pakistan Vet-
eran Football League, the Peshawar 
Veteran Football Team has qualified 
for the final by defeating the Swat 
Veteran Football Team by 4-1 after 
a sensational match played here at 
Tehmas Khan Football Stadium on 
Saturday. In the second semi-final, 
Chitral Red defeated Kohat by 3-2 
goals and qualified for the final. The 
final of All-Pakistan Veteran Football 
Tournament will be played at Tahmas 
Khan Football Stadium at 3.00 pm on 
Sunday. A total of eight football teams 
from all across Pakistan are taking 

part. The matches will be played on 
the basis of the league. DFA Pattern 
Chief Hussain Ahmed was the special 
guest on this occasion. Hussain Ah-
mad, hailing from Chitral and good 
football promoter said the players of 
Chitral are associated with the teams 
of all departments including the Paki-
stan team and are showing excellent 
performance. He said that it is difficult 
to make any event successful without 
the support of the government. He 
also appreciated the support of the 
Directorate of Sports and Director 
General Sports KP Khalid Khan and 
Director Operation Aziz Ullah Jan.

PTI allots party ticket for NA-16 Abbottabad-1 by-poll
ABBOTTABAD (APP): Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf on Saturday for-
mally allotted a party ticket to Ali 
Asghar to file his candidacy for 
NA-16 Abbottabad-1 by-poll. De-
spite the verdict of the Lahore High 
Court (LHC), which suspended the 
ECP’s notification accepting the 
resignation of PTI members of the 
National Assembly, the situation in 
KP is not clear and PTI has formal-
ly allotted its ticket to candidates 
who are contesting by-elections. 

On the other side, Pakistan Peo-
ples Party candidate Saleem Shah 
and Pakistan Muslim League-N 
candidate Haji Mahabat Awan 
have requested the district election 
commission that they wanted to 
withdraw their nomination papers 
filed for the said constituency. PTI’s 
nominated candidate for NA-16 Ab-
bottabad-1 has started his election 
campaign for by-election where lo-
cal party leaders and workers have 
joined him.

PESHAWAR (APP): The volleyball 
male trials under the Prime Minister 
Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif Youth 
Talent Hunt Programme got under-
way at the Mardan Education Board 
Sports Complex on Saturday. Orga-
nizing Secretary Dr. Noor Zada, Di-
rector Distance Education System, 
former captain and coach of the Pa-
kistan team, National selector Abdur 
Rahim, Selector Hidayatullah Khan 
were also present on the occasion.In 
connection with the Prime Minister’s 
Talent Youth Hunt Program, 150 play-
ers had applied for their registration 
along with 52 spot registration. The 
number of entries was more than 150 
out of which 17 players were short-
listed while 11 will be selected for the 

camp in which they will also be given 
TA and DA and full kit-bag, Direc-
tor General University of Peshawar 
Bahre Karam said on the occasion. 
Prime Minister’s Youth Talent Hunt 
Program is a step toward the right di-
rection through which opportunities 
have been given to upcoming players 
to come forward. He also appreciated 
Prime Minister Program Head Sha-
za Fatima, Prime Minister’s Advis-
er Amir Muqam, Higher Education 
Commission Islamabad Chairman 
Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed, Arif Rawan, and 
DG Sports HEC Javed Ali Memon 
for their efforts. The PM Youth Tal-
ent Hunt Program continues, with 
10 Women and 12 male games being 
held. Before this, male-female trials 

of weightlifting, wrestling and hock-
ey were organized. Volleyball trials 
are also being organized successfully, 
in which Hazara University has been 
given the responsibility of conducting 
female trials and the University of Pe-
shawar has been given the responsi-
bility of conducting male trials of vol-
leyball. He also appreciated the efforts 
of Vice Chancellor Peshawar Univer-
sity Prof. Dr. Mohammad Idrees and 
Vice Chancellor Hazara University 
Prof. Dr. Jameel Ahmed and Pakistan 
Volleyball Federation. The trials for 
Hazara region players will be held on 
March 5 and 6 at Committee Ground, 
Haripur, while the trials for Bannu 
players will be held on March 9 and 
10 at Bannu Sports Complex, Bannu.

Prime Minister’s Youth Talent Hunt Program: Volleyball trials begin in Mardan

PESHAWAR (APP): Commissioner 
Bannu Division Pervaiz Sobat Khel 
on Saturday presided over a high-lev-
el meeting in his office to discuss the 
upcoming 7th Digital Census and 
ensure it is conducted successfully. 
The meeting aimed to provide neces-
sary facilities to personnel involved 
in completing all stages of the census 
and to achieve set targets. During the 
meeting, officials from relevant de-
partments informed the commission-
er about overall preparations, proce-
dures, and completion of the census. 

Commissioner Pervaiz Sobat Khel 
emphasized the importance of carry-
ing out the population and household 
census without any shortcomings, en-
suring its accuracy and certification.
He further added that district control 
rooms will be established in the three 
districts of Bannu, Lakki Marwat, and 
North Waziristan to promptly address 
any issues faced by people during the 
census. The meeting was attended by 
officials from Pakistan Army, NADRA, 
Bureau of Statistics, district admin-
istration, and other relevant depart-

ments. The commissioner stressed 
that there would be no compromise on 
the performance of the deployed staff 
and urged them to inform relevant au-
thorities in advance if they face any dif-
ficulties. Commissioner Pervaiz Sobat 
Khel called upon all people to actively 
participate in the house census, which 
is a national duty, and provide correct 
information.He urged the people of 
Bannu division to fully cooperate with 
the census staff from March 1 to April 
1, 2023, to ensure the successful com-
pletion of this basic national duty.

Commissioner Bannu holds meeting to ensure 
successful conduct 7th digital census

PESHAWAR (APP): Governor Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali on Sat-
urday conferred 75 gold medals and 
248 degrees to students in the 13th 
convocation of Kohat University of 
Science and Technology (KUST). Vice 
Chancellor Professor Dr Sardar Khan, 
Caretaker Minister for Education Reh-
mat Salam Khattak, Caretaker Minis-
ter for Planning and Development Ha-
mid Shah, Mayor, DC  Kohat, parents 
of students and others were present 
on this occasion. Addressing the cere-
mony, Governor Ghulam Ali said that 
knowledge is power and ornament of 
future but unfortunately we increased 
the number of universities and did not 
increase the ratio of higher education 
from 11 percent. He said that teach-
ers are the builders of the nation, and 
along with education teachers should 
also pay special attention to build the 
charter of students to bring change in 
human attitudes. While congratulating 
the successful students, Governor Ghu-
lam Ali said that the youth who have 

completed their education have to take 
over the country and should work for 
the development and prosperity of the 
country in future. The Governor said 
that in practical life, the youth have to 
face challenges in their respective fields, 
but they will have to struggle continu-
ously to face these challenges. Besides, 
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji 
Ghulam Ali also visited Kohat Small 
Industrial Estate and participated in 
Kohat Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry function as a special guest. On 
arrival at the Industrial Estate, Kohat 
Chamber of Commerce President Ar-
shad Hayat and former President Syed 
Faiq Shah, founder of Kohat Chamber 
Rashid Paracha welcomed the Gover-
nor and thanked for visiting the Indus-
trial Estate. The President of the Trade 
Action Committee Haji Abid Khan, 
the Chairman of the Central Associa-
tion of Trade Unions, Azmat Bangash 
and a number of representatives of 
the business community of Kohat also 
participated in the event. Addressing 

the ceremony, the Governor said that 
not only the country’s economy is be-
ing driven by the industry tax, but the 
country’s industries are also providing 
the most employment to the people. He 
said that the development of the indus-
try is very important for the country’s 
economic development. The provision 
of all facilities to the country’s industry 
is the need of the hour. The founder of 
Kohat Chamber, Rashid Pracha, asked 
about loadshedding, temporary relief 
in taxes and some other issues. The 
Governor asked the representatives of 
the Industrialist Association and Ko-
hat Chamber to inform him in writing 
about their complaints related to the 
departments so that these complaints 
can be addressed in a joint meeting 
with the heads of these departments 
and the Industrialist Association and 
Kohat Chamber next week.
The Governor inaugurated a police 
check post in Industrial Estate Kohat 
by fulfilling the demand made by the 
business community.

Governor attends 13th convocation at KUST; 
addresses businessmen in Kohat Chamber

PESHAWAR (APP): Caretaker KP 
Minister for Communication and 
Works Mohammad Ali Shah on Sat-
urday directed for accelerating works 
on under-constructed Swat Darul 
Aman to ensure the timely transfer of 

its residents. He expressed these views 
while inspecting different areas of the 
under-constructed Swat Darul Aman 
after attending the briefing session. 
The minister was informed about fi-
nancial constraints faced in the timely 

completion of the project. Mohammad 
Ali Shah ensured that the problems 
of finances would be discussed with 
concerned officers of KP Finance De-
partment to achieve the target of timely 
completion of Darul Aman.

Minister directs for timely completion of Swat Darul Aman

DIR LOWER (APP): An ill-fated 
PUBG enthusiast on Saturday killed 
his father and injured mother after 
an exchange of harsh words for ob-
structing overuse of the android. Ac-

cording to Mayar police, a teenager 
Hasnain opened fire on his parents, 
as a result his father Sher Baz Khan 
47 died on the spot while his moth-
er 38 sustained critical injuries.The 

police teams reached to the spot and 
shifted both victims to DHQ Tim-
ergarah. The killer had been arrested 
while the case was registered in Ma-
yar police station.

PUBG enthusiast kills father, injures mother

D.I.KHAN (APP): Newly-appointed 
District Police Officer (DPO) Ab-
dul Rauf Babar Qaiserani assumed 
charge of his office on Saturday. On 
arrival at Ejaz Shaheed Police Lines, 
a smartly turned out contingent of 

Dera police presented him a guard 
of honor. The DPO also laid a wreath 
on the memorial of police Shuhada 
at District Police Lines and offered 
Fateh for the departed souls. Later, he 
was taken to various sections of the 

Police Lines including the canteen 
and Mess. The DPO also had a meal 
at Mess to check the quality of food 
while he expressed his annoyance 
over the unsatisfactory cleanliness 
situation.

Newly appointed DPO takes charge

PESHAWAR (APP): Women University 
Swabi has waived the age limit for en-
rollment of women students and now 
there will be no age related restrictions 
on women seeking admission in any de-

partment of the University. The decision 
was taken in view of dropping out cases 
of women after marriage leaving their 
education incomplete or due to some 
other reasons. The decision was taken in 

the 25th meeting of the Academic Coun-
cil of the University with Vice Chancellor, 
Shahana Arooj in the chair, said a press 
release issued here on Saturday. The 
meeting took various crucial decisions 

relating to the academic affairs of the 
University. All heads of the departments 
and administrative officers also attended 
the meeting. In wake of the landmark de-
cision of opening doors of the University, 

the women will be able to seek admis-
sion on open merit. The meeting also ap-
proved the minutes of the first Board of 
Studies of the Language and Literature at 
the Department of English.

Women University removes age restriction for admission
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The split within the PML-Q is now official as on Tuesday it was an-
nounced that the former Punjab chief minister Parvez Elahi joined the 
PTI along with 10 former provincial assembly members. Speculation 
abounded regarding the future of the party in the political corridors 
since a split developed within the PML-Q during the no-confidence 
vote proceedings last year. While this is a major development, it only 
further underscores the nature of the politics in the country which 
is dominated by individuals. Mr Elahi’s announcement came after 
PML-Q President Chaudhry Shujaat Hussain sacked him as the par-
ty’s Punjab president and revoked his basic membership. A split was 
already on the cards and it is likely that the PML-Q chief was in the 
know regarding the developments behind the scenes. As per reports, 
both Imran Khan and Parvez Elahi were considering two options: 
merging the PML-Q with the PTI, or Mr Elahi joining the PTI. With re-
gards to the position, it has been confirmed by senior PTI officials that 
Mr Elahi will be assuming the post of president in the PTI. Given his 
seniority and established vote base in Punjab, it is likely that Mr Elahi 
will be handed a ticket in the next elections. The fate of the remaining 
10 members who have joined the PTI remains unknown at this time, 
but what will be interesting to watch is whether the remaining mem-
bers of the PML-Q will seek to form a more permanent alliance with 
the PDM. All in all, this does not change the landscape much, as it is 
only the solidification and merging of existing alliances and mutual 
interests. What it further proves though is that any differences in ide-
ology or policy between political parties only exist on paper. For many 
PTI supporters, this should bring about a realisation that the PTI’s 
rejection of the status quo and dynastic politics was only limited to 
rhetoric. In the broader scheme of things, perhaps it might also con-
vince party followers that there is no moral high ground to claim for 
any party and that the only thing that matters to political leadership is 
who can garner votes and can get them an immediate strategic advan-
tage over their rivals.

New PTI Members

IN 2022, the US Navy’s guided-missile 
destroyer USS Nitze captured an es-
timated $20 million in illicit narcotics 
from a fishing vessel while patrolling 
in the Gulf of Aden (Red Sea). The fact 
that the interception took place on the 
notorious “Southern Route,” which 
was used by Indian drug gangs to 
ship massive amounts of heroin, opi-
um, and other opioids to pre-planned 
landing sites off the coast of East Af-
rica, is well-known. While patrolling 
the north Indian Ocean, encompass-
ing the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, 
ships of multinational navies acting 
under the auspices of the US-led Com-
bined Maritime Forces (CMF) have 
confiscated about US $900 million 
worth of illegal drugs. Anecdotal evi-
dence has frequently shown that most 
boats caught in this kind of unlawful 
marine activity in the area have an In-
dian connection. This is a big develop-
ment, however, many states have kept 
mum publically naming India as the 
main driver of the heroin trade in the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR), despite 
the indisputable proof of enormous 
organized criminal activity emanat-
ing from the Makran coast. However, 
several tides that have risen and fall-
en over the unremarkable coves and 
shoreline have seen the unvarnished 
reality of the Indian Navy’s facilitation 
of the trafficking of heroin with an Af-
ghan provenance. Experts, who have 
a greater understanding of the world 
of organized crime, now agree that 
India has become the region’s very 
own “Narco State,” cooperating with 
Afghan partners. In the past three de-
cades, organized crime groups sup-
ported by India that operate in Asia, 
Africa, and Europe have developed a 
sophisticated global network of drug 
distribution to supply the world’s ex-
panding demand for heroin and its 
derivatives, such as crystal meth, by 
increasingly using maritime routes, 
also known as the “hash highways.” 
These routes support the nefarious 
link between the illegal drug trade 
and global terrorism, which is much 

eviler than the different opium deriv-
atives. Increasing evidence indicates 
clear connections between the drug 
trade and terror funding that travels 
back to India through “hawala” meth-
ods to support terrorist organizations’ 
operations. Ironically, India is one of 
the more experienced members of 
the US-led CMF, a group of “willing 
countries” established after the sec-
ond Iraq War to safeguard maritime 
security in the Persian Gulf. As ships 
of the Indian Navy operated under the 
coalition’s auspices, the CMF’s mis-
sion gradually expanded practically to 
the entire northern Indian Ocean, al-
legedly to combat maritime crimes, in-
cluding drug trafficking and weapons 
smuggling. Even though hundreds of 
“dhows” and fishing boats sailed un-
impeded off its coast with drug loads 
bound for remote areas in the Indian 
Ocean, India could pull off the effec-
tive façade of providing maritime se-
curity in the Gulf region. Independent 
studies conducted by reliable inter-
national organizations have made 
India’s connection to global heroin 
trafficking more obvious. India is the 
primary geography of origin for the 
trafficking routes of Afghan heroin 
and opiates to Western and Central 
Europe, South Asia, the Middle East 
and Persian Gulf region, South East 
Asia and Oceania, according to the 
extensive and profusely illustrated 
UNODC report “Afghan opiate traf-
ficking through the Southern Route”. 
In eastern and southern Africa, the 
Indian intelligence agency long-last-
ing tendrils that have supported the 
drug trade over many years are visi-
ble. Law enforcement officials have 
seized Indian dhows carrying drugs as 
far south as the coast of Mozambique. 
India’s deep state has ostensibly been 
trying to replicate the success story in 
Africa, South Asia and even beyond 
East Asian mafiosos for the last 20 
years. Recent investigations in India 
have shown that a drug lord with ties 
to the Indian Navy made ongoing ef-
forts to establish an organized crimi-

nal network spanning Sri Lanka, the 
Maldives, and India. On a boat in the 
Arabian Sea, close to Vizhinjam Port 
(Kerala), in March 2021, nine alleged 
Sri Lankan-origin traffickers were 
carrying illicit weapons and drugs. Six 
crew members of the Sri Lankan fish-
ing boat ShenayaDuwa were arrested 
in November 2020 after 100 kilograms 
of heroin, 20 kg of synthetic substanc-
es, five guns and a satellite phone were 
found. According to reports, the pills 
were going to Australia and Southeast 
Asia. Many boats connected to India 
and drug mules in the Maldives have 
been intercepted. Security agencies 
have been intercepting drug boats 
from India with worrying frequency 
off the coast of India. The most recent 
incident occurred on December 26, 
2022, when a combined operation re-
sulted in the seizure of an Indian boat 
carrying narcotics and weapons worth 
300 crores in Indian rupees. The Indi-
an “Deep State” is frantically attempt-
ing to maintain a parallel economy 
by producing narco money from the 
drug trade while New Delhi battles to 
revive its failing economy. While part 
of it is notoriously used to finance the 
military’s for-profit corporations that 
support elite lifestyles, astute observ-
ers cannot ignore the broader problem 
of funding terrorism which affects the 
whole area, especially South Asia. The 
international community must deal 
firmly with the worldwide scourge 
of narcotics trafficking by Indian Na-
vy-backed organized criminal groups 
operating in the Indian Ocean area, 
with increased monitoring at interna-
tional venues like the Financial Action 
Task Force (FATF). The P-5 at the UN 
Security Council has to cooperate 
more to hold New Delhi accountable 
for the unquestionable plague of nar-
co-terrorism coming from its borders. 
The international community must 
redirect its diplomatic efforts to wean 
India away from its risky dalliance 
with terrorism and drugs and towards 
domestic development goals.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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India’s Narco-terrorism takes off in the Indian Ocean
— By Dr Sahibzada Muhammad Usman

“For my friends, everything. For my en-
emies, the law” — Óscar R. Benavides
THE spectre of violence and chaos 
haunts Pakistan. Never before in Paki-
stan’s history have three types of chaos 
engulfed the country — political as well 
as economic chaos, and chaos resulting 
from terrorism and separatist violence. 
Even at the time of the crisis of East 
Pakistan in 1970-71, there was chaos 
resulting from political deadlock and 
separatist violence but there was no 
danger of economic bankruptcy. The 
root cause of the present political cha-
os is the inability of political and mili-
tary elites to agree on the rules of the 
game for political transition to the next 
government. The problem of peaceful 
transfer of power, or the inability of any 
government to accept the possibility 
of losing power, is an age-old problem 
of politics; in Pakistan, it is a problem 
which both military dictatorships and 
political governments have shared. It is 
reinforced by a subcontinental obses-
sion with creating a de jure or de fac-
to one-party state — Mujibur Rahman 
(1975), Indira Gandhi (1975-77), Modi 
(2014 onwards), Hasina Wajid (2009 
onwards), Bhutto (1971-77), Nawaz 
Sharif (1997-99), Imran Khan (2018-
2022), and of course, it is also shared by 
all military dictators who have ruled Pa-
kistan and Bangladesh. In contempo-
rary Pakistan, the peaceful transfer of 
power is presently being sabotaged by 
engaging in a strategy of constitutional 

frauds, which is the tactic of employing 
absurd constitutional interpretations to 
justify an unconstitutional and undem-
ocratic end, by using the Constitution 
as a pawn in a political game. Imran 
Khan’s regime engaged in this constitu-
tional fraud by sabotaging the no-con-
fidence vote and by dissolving the Na-
tional Assembly in 2022. The current 
government, led by the PML-N and 
PPP, is also engaged in such constitu-
tional frauds by trying to delay elections 
to the Punjab and KP assemblies and by 
misusing the law to possibly disqualify 
and criminalise its political opponents, 
which is a grand tradition shared by all 
political and military elites, including 
the previous government led by Imran 
Khan. Absurd reasons for delay: Elec-
tions have to be held no later than 90 
days from the date of dissolution, under 
Articles 105(3) and 224(2) of the Con-
stitution. But the reasons given by the 
federal and provincial governments to 
delay the Punjab and KP elections are 
comical at best and dangerous at worst. 
The first reason is that there is no mon-
ey to hold separate elections for the 
provincial assemblies. Can the foun-
dational basis of our democratic con-
stitutional state, which is the holding of 
timely elections, be sabotaged because 
the state is unwilling to spare a couple 
of billion rupees? The second reason, 
according to the federal and provincial 
governments, is that terrorism does not 
allow the holding of elections. If elec-

tions can be held in 2013, despite the 
TTP’s specific threats to the PPP, ANP 
and MQM and a wave of terrorist at-
tacks across the country, elections can 
certainly be held now. More important-
ly, will we let the terrorists determine 
when our elections are held?  The third 
reason they state is that if separate 
elections are held for the Punjab and 
KP assemblies now, then the Nation-
al Assembly elections at a later period 
will be held under non-caretaker Pun-
jab and KP governments, which would 
defeat the so-called spirit of the consti-
tutional caretaker set-up. If this consti-
tutional interpretation is accepted then 
the constitutional power to prematurely 
dissolve the provincial and national as-
semblies as a result of the advice of the 
chief minister or a successful no-con-
fidence vote would be made constitu-
tionally redundant, because prema-
turely dissolving assemblies does, in 
most situations, lead to provincial and 
national elections being held at differ-
ent time periods. The fourth reason 
cited is that the Punjab governor is not 
constitutionally bound to give the elec-
tion date because he did not dissolve 
the Punjab Assembly as the latter was 
deemed to have been dissolved under 
Article 112 of the Constitution. If this ar-
gument is accepted then any governor 
can hold constitutional democracy in 
limbo by simply not giving, or delaying, 
the election date.
Courtesy: DAWN

Land of constitutional frauds 
— By Faisal Siddiqi

The Indus Water Treaty, a seminal 
agreement signed between India and 
Pakistan in 1960, stands as a beacon of 
hope in an otherwise tumultuous rela-
tionship between these neighbouring 
nations. Brokered by the World Bank, 
the treaty serves as the cornerstone for 
the equitable distribution of the Indus 
River and its tributaries, providing a 
clear framework for resolving disputes 
over the allocation of these precious 
water resources. Despite the frequent 
conflicts that have arisen between 
these two nations, the Indus Waters 
Treaty has persevered, a testament to 
the power of cooperation and the vital 
importance of shared resource man-
agement. However, as developments 
continue to evolve and tensions rise, the 
future of this Treaty remains in ques-
tion, casting a shadow over the stability 
of the region and heightening the risk 
of escalation. Agriculture, the lifeblood 
of both economies, is heavily reliant on 
the waters of the Indus and its tributar-
ies, with 42.6 percent of India’s work-
force and 16.8 percent of its GDP tied 
to the sector, and 42.3 percent of Paki-
stan’s workforce and 18.9 percent of its 
GDP similarly dependent. Hydropower 
projects and water storage facilities are 
also critical components of the overall 
economic and energy landscape of the 
region. However, recent developments 
such as suspension of talks regarding 
the Indus Waters treaty in 2016, abro-
gation of Articles 370 and 35A of the 
Indian Constitution, statements from 
Indian lawmakers threatening Paki-
stani and Indian efforts to modify the 
treaty have put the future and viabili-
ty of this crucial treaty at risk. India’s 
construction of the Kishenganga and 
Ratle dams on the Indus River has met 
with opposition from Pakistan and has 
become a source of contention, with 
the World Bank playing a limited role 
in mediating the conflict. The process 
by which both parties would solve their 
differences regarding the Indus Wa-
ter Treaty has become a source of the 
conflict itself as Pakistan, being opti-
mistic regarding the arbitration court, 
is challenged by the Indian side, which 
proposed the resolution of the dispute 
by appointment of a neutral expert. 
The concurrent mode of conflict res-

olution through an arbitration council 
and neutral experts also puts the treaty 
at risk as these parallel processes may 
result in two conflicting outcomes that 
could spell the end of the Indus WaterS 
Treaty. India’s recent request for modi-
fication to the Indus Waters Treaty has 
been met with scepticism in Pakistan. 
There are concerns that India may use 
this opportunity to weaken the treaty 
or even withdraw from it, which would 
have a devastating impact on Pakistan 
as a lower riparian state relying heavily 
on the water distribution set forth by the 
treaty. At a time when the demand for 
cooperation in water management has 
become even higher due to looming 
threats of climate change in the world 
generally and this region specifically, 
the uncertainty on the preservation of 
this vital treaty creates a serious risk, as 
any such move will have greater conse-
quences such as for food security and 
climate change, as it has been observed 
that natural calamities are blind to bor-
ders. Moreover, Pakistan’s dependence 
on the Indus Waters Treaty, being the 
low riparian state, compels it to take 
the matter as a threat to its survival. To 
ensure the preservation of the Indus 
Waters Treaty and protect its water 
resources, Pakistan must take a proac-
tive approach, including diplomatic ef-
forts to raise the issue with internation-
al organizations and seek support from 
allies and other countries in the region 
to pressurize India to respect the Trea-
ty along with putting great efforts at le-
gal fronts through international courts 
or tribunals if India violates the Treaty. 
Along with these measures, investment 
in modern technologies and infrastruc-
ture to improve water management is 
also the need of the hour as a major 
share of water which Pakistan wastes 
could be preserved and can be used 
for irrigation, power generation or for 
storage purposes but due to ill manage-
ment, poor infrastructure and lack of 
modern technologies and techniques, 
this water haunts the nation in form 
of floods every year and threats are 
exacerbated by the risk of violation or 
termination of Indus Waters Treaty as 
there will be no mechanism to control 
the flow of water coming from rivers.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Navigating the perils of terminating  
Indus Water Treaty
— By Muhammad Anees

Arfa Karim University  
Arfa Karim was a Pakistani intellec-
tual who made Pakistan proud by 
becoming the youngest Pakistani Mi-
crosoft Pakistani professional in 2004 
when she was only 9 years old. At 
the age of 10, Arfa was invited by Bill 
Gates to visit Microsoft’s headquarters 
in the United States. She was the pride 
of Pakistan and was known worldwide 
because of her manifest achievements. 
But unfortunately, she could not live 

longer to expand her wisdom and died 
of cardiac arrest on January 14, 2012. 
It has been 11 years since her death. 
According to the Arfa family, after her 
sudden death, the government made 
plenty of promises to make an IT uni-
versity in her name to provide to edu-
cation to all those who could not afford 
it. But after 11 years, no fulfillment of 
the promises has been done, and noth-
ing has been constructed, though the 
biggest dream of the young Pakistani 

intellectual was to provide a platform 
for it the keen and poor people so that 
they can grow up to be another kind 
of intellectual. She didn’t get credit for 
her intelligence or for creating a world 
record. It is requested to the govern-
ment build a university in her name 
and memory so that this motivates 
young readers to take a step to bring 
another proud intellectual of Pakistan.
– Gulsameen Nauhani
– Kech

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Saturday congratu-
lated journalist and columnist Far-
rukh Shehbaz Waraich on his elec-
tion as the Central President of the 
Punjab Union of Journalists(PUJ) 
unopposed. In a statement, the min-
ister said that the unopposed elec-
tion of Farrukh Shehbaz Waraich 

was a manifestation of the confi-
dence of the journalist community 

in him. She expressed the hope that 
Farrukh and the newly elected office 
bearers of the Punjab Union of Jour-
nalists would live up to the expec-
tations of the journalist community. 
She assured her full cooperation 
in the efforts of the Punjab Union 
of Journalists for the betterment of 
media and the journalist communi-
ty. (APP)

‘Jail Bharo Tehreek’ turning out to be a 
‘flop show’: Musadik Malik

Finance ministry rejects rumours over 
stoppage of pay, pensions

Political Giants Should Sit Together For Greater 
Good: Khaqan Abbasi

DSP Welfare Visits Tank, Presents Special  
Package To Heirs Of Police Martyrs

Anti-encroachment Operation Started In Shahdara

Saudi Embassy Announces Short Video  
Completion On ‘Pak-Saudi Relations’

Khawaja Asif calls for full court bench to hear 
provincial assemblies election date case

Political ‘witch-hunting’ Must End: Jahangir Jadoon

ECP de-notifies Imran from six NA seats

LHC To Set Up Banking Courts At District Level

Commissioner Directs Timely Completion Of Work 
On Sports Complex In Rakhshan Division

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister of 
State for Petroleum Dr. Musadik Ma-
lik on Saturday said that not a single 
worker of Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) courted arrest in Multan to-
day, as ‘Jail Bharo Tehreek’ had 
proved to be a “flop show”. Talking 
to a private news channel, Musadik 
Malik predicted that Imran Khan 
would retract his assertion of filling 
the jails, as another “U-turn” of PTI 
chief was around the corner. “In-
stead of calling his workers to court 
arrest, Imran Khan should show 
some courage and court arrest him-

self first,” Musadik Malik quipped. 
He further said that Imran Khan 
considered it his political right to 
use offensive language against the 
state institutions. He alleged that 
Imran Khan had a tendency of using 
“foul language against political ri-
vals and state institutions”. Musadik 
Malik asserted that the polarization 
in Pakistani politics had aggravated 
to an extent that it was impossible to 
have a critical and rational discus-
sion. “It [polarization] needs to be 
de-escalated through political dia-
logue,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Ministry of 
Finance on Saturday issued a rebuttal 
maintaining that rumours about the 
government’s instructions to stop pays 
and pensions etc, were completely false. 
“This is completely false as no such 
instructions have been given by the Fi-
nance Division, which is the concerned 
federal ministry. AGPR has confirmed 
that pay and pension have already been 
processed and will be paid on time. 
Further, other payments are being pro-

cessed as per routine,” a press release 
of the finance division said. There were 
certain rumours doing rounds that the 
government had instructed to stop such 
payments. In the meanwhile, Minister 
for Finance Ishaq Dar, on his Twitter 
handle, termed it as ‘fake news’ and said 
that spreading the same caused harm to 
the national economic interests. “Kind-
ly refrain from circulating such reports/
news without verifying same from the 
concerned ministry,” he further posted.

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N) leader Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi on Friday said in 
today’s scenario, sense should prevail 
in national politics and all political 
leaders should sit together for the 
greater good of the country. Talking 
to a private news channel, the former 
prime minister said that today, every 
institution was maligned by the Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) chair-
man and he (Imran Khan) brought 
the country to the edge of economic 
collapse. While emphasising political 

dialogue among all leaders for setting 
the direction of Pakistan, Khaqan 
Abbasi said, “Political harmony will 
bring the nation out of the crisis; only 
politicians could do it rather than any 
other force of the country. “ Elections 
will be held on time as per the con-
stitution and no one had the right to 
change a single word of the consti-
tution, he further said. Replying to a 
question asked on economic calamity, 
Khaqan Abbasi said the current eco-
nomic crisis was inherited from Im-
ran’s regime.(APP)

TANK: DSP Welfare Shehnshah 
Khan from the Central Police Office, 
Peshawar, along with the DSPs of 
Tank, has given a special package 
to the heirs of the martyrs of Tank 
Police. According to a police spokes-
man, the DSP Welfare visited Tank to 
give away the special package on be-
half of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa In-
spector General of Police (IGP). The 
visiting DSP, accompanied by DSP 
Headquarters Tank Inam Khan Gan-

dapur and DSP Rural Alamgir Khan 
presented relief money, souvenir and 
a letter of appreciation to the heirs of 
four martyrs of Tank Police here at 
the DPO office. He paid tribute to the 
martyrs of Tank Police and conveyed 
a message from the IGP, saying that 
the police department would not 
forget its martyrs. He assured that 
all the privileges and support would 
be given to the families of martyrs.
(APP)

LAHORE: The district administra-
tion took necessary steps to remove 
difficulties being faced in the con-
struction of Shahdara flyover and 
bypass and started an anti-encroach-
ment operation in the Shahdara 
Chowk, here on Friday. The special 
team under the supervision of As-
sistant Commissioner City Wasiq 
Abbas cleared the surrounding of 
construction site from encroachers. 
The officials of Metropolitan Cor-
poration Lahore (MCL), Revenue, 
Police, WAPDA and WASA served 
their services in this operation. The 

encroachment operation continued 
from Shahdara Mor to Sheikhupu-
ra Road and illegal encroachments, 
solid sheds and structures are be-
ing removed in front of 210 shops. 
Assistant Commissioner City Wasiq 
Abbas said that lands worth Rs 367.5 
million were also retrieved during 
the operation, adding that construc-
tion work of Shahdara flyover and 
bypass was getting delayed due to 
encroachments. By clearing area 
from encroachers the difficulties in 
the construction process would be 
solved, he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Saudi Embassy here 
on Friday announced a short video com-
petition on ‘Pak-Saudi Relations’ for the 
talented youth across the country. Ac-
cording to the Saudi embassy’s official 
Twitter handle account, it is organizing 
this healthy competition to mark the 
70th anniversary of the visit of first Pres-
ident of Pakistan Ghulam Muhammad 
to Saudi Arabia made in March 1953 
and his meeting with King Abdulaziz. 
https://twitter.com/ksaembassyp-
k/29120082663055360?s=48&t=w7z-
tcyVip5D93FqPwuYY-w As per condi-

tions to participate in the competition, 
the contestant’s age must not be more 
than 30 years, the duration of video 
must be of two minutes focusing on the 
central theme of Pak-Saudi Relations, 
and it could be either in Arabic, urdu or 
English language. The last date of video 
submission is March 10, and it could be 
emailed on mediaattacheksa@gmail.
com or on WhatsApp number + 92 325 
3111014. The first prize holder would be 
awarded $2,000, second $1,500, third 
$1,000 and from fourth to tenth $500.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Defence 
Khawaja Muhammad Asif on Friday 
called for a full court bench of the Su-
preme Court to hear the suo motu no-
tice case regarding the announcement 
of a date for elections of the provin-
cial assemblies of Punjab and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Speaking in the Na-
tional Assembly, the minister said a 
nine-member larger bench of the apex 
court was already engaged with the 
case, but in view of its utmost impor-
tance, it would be appropriate that a 
full court bench should be constituted 
for this purpose. He said there should 

be no impression of any trespass by 
parliamentarians into the jurisdiction 
of other institutions. “But as a political 
worker, I demand that the complicated 
situation being faced by the country for 
the last 7-8 months must be resolved,” 
he added. Asif said the full court bench 
might initiate the review of the SC ver-
dicts right from the Panama papers 
case, and the resultant decisions would 
have a positive impact on the country’s 
future. All the stakeholders must be 
listened to and then the final verdict 
should be a roadmap for the future 
course of action, he added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Advocate General Is-
lamabad Jahangir Khan Jadoon on 
Friday said there should be no po-
litical revenge and ‘witch-hunting’ 
against political leaders. Talking to 
a private news channel, he said po-
litical polarization had increased to 
a dangerous level in the country that 
must come to an end. Imran Khan’s 

decision to dissolve of two provincial 
assemblies had aggravated the polit-
ical crises in the country, said Jahan-
gir Jadoon. Showing concern about 
the country’s current political situ-
ation, the AG Islamabad said, “I am 
afraid, that much hatred and political 
chaos might lead us towards further 
crises.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan (ECP) on Friday has 
de-notified Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
chairman Imran Khan from six Na-
tional Assembly seats which he had 
won last year in by-polls. The ECP 
stated that Imran had been de-noti-
fied from NA-22, Mardan-III; NA-24, 
Charsadda-II; NA 31-Peshawar-V; 

NA-108 Faisalabad-VIII; NA-118, 
Nankana Sahib-II and NA 239 Ko-
rangi, Karachi-I. On January 19, the 
ECP had issued Imran Khan’s victory 
confirmation notice on seven seats in 
the by-elections held in October last 
year. The only seat Imran retained 
is NA-45, Kurram, Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP).(APP)

KHANEWAL: Lahore High Court 
(LHC) Chief Justice, Muhammad 
Ameer Bhatti said on Friday that 
they were trying to establish bank-
ing courts at district level in the 
province besides the solarization of 
courts and bar rooms. Addressing 
oath-taking ceremony of the dis-
trict bar court association, he said 
that banking courts would extend 
relief to the masses and solarization 
would help reducing electricity bill 
expenditures. The CJ observed that 
lawyers commanded great respect 
in society adding that the legal fra-

ternity should maintain respect for 
the bar. He said that he was well 
versed in problems faced by advo-
cates and added that he was utilizing 
all his capabilities to resolve their 
issues. A lawyer learns throughout 
his life. Justice Bhatti said adding 
that Black-coat has great regard in 
society. He advised young lawyers to 
show respect to their seniors which 
would lead them to success. Former 
provincial minister, Hussain Jahania 
Gardezi, DC, Wasim Hamid Sindhu, 
DPO, Rana Umer Farooq, Abid Imam 
and others were in attendance.(APP)

QUETTA: Commissioner Rakhshan 
Division Tariqur Rehman Baloch while 
directing the completion of construc-
tion of the sports complex across all 
districts on time, also asked to ensure 
that it should meet the international 
standard for the interest of local play-
ers. He expressed these views while 
chairing a meeting regarding the prog-
ress of the work of the sports complex 
under construction in all four districts 

of the Rakhshan Division. Deputy com-
missioners of the districts of Rakhshan 
Division participated in the meeting 
through a video link. While Director 
Development Rakhshan Nadir Nasir, 
SE Rukhshan Muhammad Ashraf, AC 
Muhammad Ramzan Ishtiaq, AC Imti-
az Mahfouz Baloch, Xen B&R Kharan 
Adil Nasir and contractors of District 
Sports Complexes in-personal attend-
ed the meeting. (APP)

Marriyum congratulates Farrukh Shehbaz Waraich on being  
elected as president PUJ

CM condoles loss of 
lives in traffic accident

CM takes notice  
of kite flying

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister 
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi has expressed 
a deep sense of sorrow and grief over 
the loss of precious human lives in 
a traffic accident near Rukanpur in 
the area of Rahim Yar Khan. He ex-
pressed his heartfelt sympathy with 
the heirs of the deceased and direct-
ed the administration to provide best 
treatment facilities to the injured and 
sought a report about the accident. 
The Caretaker CM ordered to initiate 
a legal action against the driver re-
sponsible for the accident.(APP)

LAHORE: Caretaker Chief Minister 
Punjab Mohsin Naqvi expressed his 
severe indignation over kite flying 
and firing incidents in Rawalpindi 
and expressed his deep sense of sor-
row and grief over the death of one 
person due to firing. Mohsin Naqvi 
expressed his heartfelt sympathy 
and condolence with the heirs of the 
deceased youth. The Caretaker CM 
directed to provide best treatment fa-
cilities to the injured. Mohsin Naqvi 
took strict notice of kite flying and 
firing incidents and sought a report 
from RPO and Commissioner Rawal-
pindi in this regard. He asserted that 
police should ensure implementa-
tion on the Prohibition of Kite Flying 
Law, adding that indiscriminate legal 
action should be taken against the vi-
olators.(APP)

Business Advisory Committee of Senate discusses 
austerity measures

ISLAMABAD (APP): A special session 
of the Business Advisory Committee 
of the Senate was convened by Chair-
man Senate Muhammad Sadiq San-
jrani on Saturday at the Parliament 
House to review and discuss austerity 
measures in wake of current financial 
situation of the country. At the out-
set , Chairman Senate observed that 
hard decisions have to be taken to 
overcome challenges on the econom-
ic front, said a press release issued 
here. He also sought recommenda-
tions from parliamentary heads of 
various political parties in the Senate 
and called for putting weight behind 
the government decisions to strictly 
implement the austerity plan in the 
best interest of the country. The com-
mittee was also briefed about the steps 
taken for the celebration of the golden 
jubilee of the senate. He said that all 
out steps have been taken to celebrate 
it in a simple way. He informed that 
previous events and special sessions 
at four provincial assemblies were 
also planned and foreign dignitaries of 
friendly countries were extended invi-
tations, however, keeping in view the 
current situation, all these measures 
have been reviewed. The whole event 
will now take place in Islamabad and 
regrets would be extended to counter-
parts abroad. He said that the Senate 
Secretariat is also working on a pro-
posal to reduce the fuel limit for chair-
persons of committees. Besides, no ad-

ditional honorarium will be extended 
to employees of the senate during the 
current financial year, he said. There 
was also a proposal to impose a ban 
on foreign visits for three months. 
The chairman senate observed that 
all these steps will help reduce the 
burden on the national exchequer. He 
said that Senate special session has al-
ready been summoned on 15, 16 and 
17 March 2023. This will provide an 
ample chance to the senators to high-
light the historical significance of the 
upper house, the Chairman Senate 
observed. He further informed that 
former members of the senate have 
also been invited. Minister for Finance 
Senator Ishaq Dar brushed aside the 
rumours about Pakistan’s default. He 
said there are economic hardships 
and efficient steps have been taken 
to overcome them. He, however, said 
that it is a collective responsibility and 
the whole nation has to contribute. 
There is a need to avoid unnecessary 
expenditures. He said that his team is 
working day and night and soon will 
be able to rid the country out of the 
economic mess. The chairman senate 
while expressing satisfaction on the 
steps taken by Ishaq Dar and his team 
expressed his well wishes for him. He 
expressed the hope that the country 
will soon overcome the challenge. He 
called for national support to the aus-
terity drive. He agreed with the views 
of the Finance Minister. 

Rana Asif Saeed elected as 
President HCBA Multan

MULTAN (APP): Rana Asif Saeed 
won the slot of President in High 
Court Bar Association’s (Multan) 
elections, here on Saturday. Accord-
ing to unofficial results, he bagged 
3230 votes while his opponents 
Sajjad Haider Matela and Riaz ul 
Hassan Gillani secured 1997 and 900 
votes respectively. Similarly,  general 
secretary-ship was won by Haseeb 
Qadir. He secured 3475 votes. How-
ever, his rival candidates Anees Me-
hdi got 1520 and Ishtiaq Gujjar 659 
votes.

Early warning, radar 
systems installed in more 
than 250 valleys: CS GB

GILGIT (APP): ”I am thrilled to an-
nounce that under GLOF Project, 
early warning and radar systems are 
being installed in more than 250 val-
leys across Gilgit Baltistan for nat-
ural disasters, said Chief Secretary 
Gilgit Baltistan Muhiudeen Wani in 
an official statement to media here 
in Gilgit on Saturday. He said this 
project would also accompany Safe 
Heavens, having upgraded and well 
equipped high-tech schools, dis-
pensaries and community centres, 
the list of localities of which was 
attached. He added that it was an-
other step towards lending a helping 
hand towards the people of Gilgit 
Baltistan who have had their lives 
disturbed owing to natural calami-
ties over the years.

CS Balochistan reviews 
uplift schemes in 

Gwadar
QUETTA (APP): Chief Secretary Ba-
lochistan Abdul Aziz Aqeeli visited 
Gwadar on Saturday and inspected 
various development projects in the 
city under Gwadar Development 
Authority (GDA).
Chief Secretary during his visit re-
viewed the sewage treatment plant, 
water storage tank and pipeline 
project under construction in dif-
ferent parts of the city launched to 
solve the sewage and water prob-
lems in the city. 
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ISLAMABAD: A 10-kilometer mar-
athon was held in Islamabad under 
the aegis of the Prime Minister’s 
Youth Program and the UAE em-
bassy. The theme of the race titled 
ECOTHON 2023 was ‘Clean and 
Healthy Environment’. A large 
number of people men and women 
of all ages from all walks of life in-
cluding ambassadors and high com-
missioners participated in the race.
The Purpose of the marathon was to 
create awareness among the masses 
about the negative impacts of cli-
mate and change. More than 1000 
participants took part in the race. 
Ms Shaza Fatima, Special Assis-
tant to the Prime Minister on Youth 
Affairs said there is a dire need to 
create awareness among the masses 
about climate change and its nega-
tive impacts on human lives. At the 

end, the Special Assistant to Prime 
Minister on Youth Affairs, Ms Shaza 
Fatima Khawaja, and the Ambas-
sador of UAE distributed trophies 

and medals to the winners from the 
Marathon Race held on Saturday 
Morning at Constitution Avenue Is-
lamabad. (Agencies)

21 truck relief convoy from Pakistan 
reaches Turkiye

ISLAMABAD (APP):A 21-truck con-
voy carrying 275-ton relief assis-
tance goods from Pakistan arrived at 
Malatya, one of the worst hit cities by 
the earthquake Saturday afternoon. 
The truck convoy carrying mainly 
winterized tents, blankets and oth-
er essential relief goods departed 
from Pakistan on February 11 and 
reached Turkiye via Iran. The con-
voy was received by Deputy Mayor 
Malatya Hakan Ezgi, Ambassador 
Fazli Corman of Turkish MOFA, Pa-
kistan Embassy Deputy Ambassador 
Abbas Sarwar Qureshi, Commander 
Mehmet Bhaktiyar, and officials from 
AFAD and local administration. Un-
der the directions of Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif, an air bridge was 
established immediately between Is-
lamabad and Ankara on February 6 
to transport rescue teams and deliv-
er essential relief goods. As of now, 
20 flights have brought relief assis-
tance goods to Turkiye. A ship car-
rying earthquake relief goods is also 

scheduled to leave Pakistan for Tur-
kiye soon. Speaking on the occasion, 
Abbas Sarwar Qureshi stated that 
Pakistan and Turkiye have a glori-
ous history of supporting each other 
under all circumstances. As per the 
wishes of the prime minister and the 
people of Pakistan, relief assistance 
shall keep coming from Pakistan to 
brotherly Turkiye till complete re-
covery and rehabilitation, he added.  
Deputy Mayor Hakan Ezgi said that 
the trucks had not only brought relief 
goods but tons of prayers and best 
wishes from Pakistanis whose hearts 
beat with the hearts of Turkish broth-
ers. He thanked the people and gov-
ernment of Pakistan for their quick 
response and solidarity with Turki-
ye in this difficult time. As a part of 
Government of Pakistan’s earthquake 
relief efforts, National Logistics Cell 
(NLC), which is Pakistan’s leading 
multimodal logistics organization 
has transported the earthquake relief 
supplies from Pakistan to Turkiye.

PM Youth Programme & UAE Embassy holds ‘ECOTHON 2023 Marathon Race’

AJK PM meets
Finance Minister

MIRPUR (AJK) (APP): Azad Jam-
mu Kashmir (AJK) Prime Minister 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas called on Fed-
eral Minister for Finance and Reve-
nue Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar 
at Finance Division on Saturday, an 
official release said. Prime Minister 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir discussed 
important financial matters related 
to Azad Jammu & Kashmir and the 
pace of public welfare schemes and 
projects with the Finance Minister. 
Prime Minister AJK apprised the 
Finance Minister of the initiatives 
of AJK Govt to enhance its revenue 
generation and sought the support 
of the Federal Government in this 
regard. The meeting also discussed 
the on-going and future develop-
ment projects in AJK. Finance Min-
ister Senator Ishaq Dar welcomed 
Sardar Tanveer Ilyas, AJK Prime 
Minister and expressed the federal 
government’s commitment for the 
development and progress of Azad 
Jammu & Kashmir. He further added 
that the welfare and development of 
the people of Kashmir is among the 
top priorities of the government and 
no stone will be left unturned for its 
development. He offered the full as-
sistance of the Federal Board of Rev-
enue to the AJK government in its 
quest to increase its own receipts. Fi-
nance Minister Senator Mohammad 
Ishaq Dar highlighted the economic 
outlook of the country and said that 
despite the challenging situation, the 
government is determined to set the 
economy on stability and growth tra-
jectory. Sardar Tanveer Ilyas, Prime 
Minister Azad Jammu and Kashmir 
thanked the Finance Minister for ex-
tending support for the progress of 
the people of Kashmir.

PM takes notice of accident at Bara Kahu bypass
ISLAMABAD (APP):Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif Saturday took notice of 
the accident during the construction of 
bypass at Bara Kahu in Islamabad. He 
expressed grief over the loss of lives of 
two labourers in the accident and sym-
pathised with the bereaved families. He 

directed provision of best medical facil-
ities to the injured. The prime minister 
sought details of the accident from the 
Chairman Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA). He ordered immediate 
action against the individuals responsi-
ble for the negligence.

Day-one celebrations function held 
at SMBBMU Larkana

LARKANA (APP): An introductory 
function was organized by the Sha-
heed Mohtarma Benazir Bhutto Med-
ical University (SBBMU) Larkana on 
the eve of the first-day celebration of 
the new 51st batch of the first-year 
MBBS of Chandka Medical College 
Larkana and First year BDS Batch 12 
of Bibi Asifa Dental College (BADC) 
for the session 2023. The function 
held at the Shah Abdul Latif audito-
rium of the College on Saturday. The 
newcomers along with their parents 
participated in the function. The certif-
icates were also given to the students 
who obtained the top three positions 
in the Entry Test for MBBS and BDS 
courses. While addressing the “Day 
One Ceremony/Orientation Day”  of 
the students selected for admission 
in MBBS and BDS session 2023, the 
Vice Chancellor of SMBBMU Larka-
na Professor Dr. Nusrat Shah urged 
the students to concentrate on educa-
tion and desist from involving them in 
politics. She said if you are interested 
in politics then go to do post-gradua-
tion in the subject of political science. 
In the ceremony, the Vice Chancellor 
congratulated the newly admitted stu-
dents and their parents and said that 
after interacting with thousands of stu-
dents, they have been selected for this 
holy purpose, so know yourself.  She 
said that no university is incomplete 

without research, so come forward in 
the field of research, we will provide 
you (students) with the necessary fa-
cilities from the university. She asked 
the parents to keep an eye on their 
children. VC SMBBMU informed that 
each year; approximately 430 out-
standing students have the honour 
of joining one of the leading medical 
institutions in the country when they 
are formally welcomed as the Shaheed 
Mohatrama Benazir Bhutto Medical 
University’s newest classes of medical 
students at the Day One Ceremony. 
The ceremony is a rite of passage for 
first-year medical students, designed 
to instil the values of professionalism, 
humanism, and compassionate patient 
care, she said. Appreciating the vision 
and wisdom of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto for establishing CMC in Larka-
na, she said it (CMC) according to him 
was the biggest medical institute in the 
country in terms of serving the areas.
Principal CMC Larkana Professor 
Dr. Zamir Ahmed Soomro, Principal 
BADC Professor Yusuf Shah,  Profes-
sor Safdar Ali Shaikh, Director Admis-
sions SMBBMU and others also spoke 
on the occasion. Earlier, Vice Chancel-
lor SMBBMU and Principal CMC Lar-
kana distributed Shields among the 30 
students who took first, second and 
third positions respectively in the NTS 
entry test on the occasion.
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are formally welcomed as the Shaheed 
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University’s newest classes of medical 
students at the Day One Ceremony. 
The ceremony is a rite of passage for 
first-year medical students, designed 
to instil the values of professionalism, 
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care, she said. Appreciating the vision 
and wisdom of Shaheed Zulfikar Ali 
Bhutto for establishing CMC in Larka-
na, she said it (CMC) according to him 
was the biggest medical institute in the 
country in terms of serving the areas.
Principal CMC Larkana Professor 
Dr. Zamir Ahmed Soomro, Principal 
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sor Safdar Ali Shaikh, Director Admis-
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third positions respectively in the NTS 
entry test on the occasion.

Federal govt to transform 130 schools 
into smart schools

GILGIT (APP): Chief Secretary Gilg-
it Baltistan Muhiudeen Wani said the 
federal government will transform 130 
schools (primary, middle and higher 
Secondary levels) into smart schools 
through the installation of IT equip-
ment and imparting required training 
for the selected teachers of the valley. 
In an official statement, he said that in 
March, 2023 requisite smart technology 
would be installed in 130 schools of Gil-
git-Baltistan so that they may be ready 
for the new sessions in April 2023. He 

said as part of the package ‘tech fellows’ 
would be hired for 3 months (April - 
June 2023). These ‘tech fellows’ will 
impart in person smart training in April, 
2023 and will facilitate the full transfor-
mation of selected schools into smart 
schools. He added that by the end June, 
2023, these 130 schools of Gilgit-Baltis-
tan will be fully equipped and function-
al imparting blended learning. These 
initiatives will be the precursor for the 
information technology revolution in 
Gilgit-Baltistan.

Imran caught “red handed”: Maryam
ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Mus-
lim League (Nawaz) Chief Organis-
er Maryam Nawaz on Saturday said 
that Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) 
Chairman Imran Khan was the first 
ever prime minister who was caught 
red-handed stealing over Rs 58 bil-
lion as his “chor Dako ”narrative has 
fallen flat. In a series of tweets, she 
alleged that former first lady Bushra 
Bibi used to demand bribe up to 
five-carat diamond and jewellery for 
signing a file. Imran had proved him-
self guilty of all forms of corruption, 
she said. “Oh, how the mighty have 
fallen! Your squeals are not amiss as 
you have been the king of conspir-
acies, thriving [and] surviving on 
them with the help of your Godfather 

Faiz and his vestiges,” she wrote on 
Twitter. Maryam challenged Khan to 
“watch the spoilt brat checkmate you 
so Godsons [and] pawns like you are 
relegated to irrelevance”. Accusing 
Khan of avoiding courts and “beg-
ging for adjournments”, she said  that 
this was a “glaring admission of you 
being guilty”.Plastered leg will no 
more save you. Man up [and] face the 
law,” she said challenging the former 
prime minister to face the judiciary. 
She said her tweets had made them 
(PTI) speechless but their own deeds 
that defied their rhetoric. “First ever 
time they are on their own & unable 
to grapple with the changed realities. 
They & their masters are done & dust-
ed Insha’Allah,” Maryam Nawaz said.

59% of long Covid patients suffered 
organ damage a year later: Study

ISLAMABAD (APP): Organ damage 
persisted in 59 per cent of long Covid 
patients a year after initial symptoms, 
even in those not severely affected 
when first diagnosed with the virus, 
according to researchers. The find-
ings, published in the Journal of the 
Royal Society of Medicine, confirmed 
that 29 per cent of patients with long 
Covid had multi-organ impairment, 
with persistent symptoms and re-
duced function at six and 12 months. 
About 59 per cent of long Covid pa-
tients had single organ impairment 12 
months after initial diagnosis. “Symp-
toms were common at six and 12 
months and associated with female 
gender, younger age and single organ 
impairment,” said senior author Pro-
fessor Amitava Banerjee, Institute of 
Health Informatics at University Col-
lege London.
The study reported a reduction in 
symptoms between six and 12 months 
-- extreme breathlessness (in 38 per 
cent to 30 per cent of patients), cogni-
tive dysfunction (48 per cent to 38 per 
cent) and poor health-related quality 
of life (57 per cent to 45 per cent). 

“Several studies confirm persistence 
of symptoms in individuals with long 
Covid up to one year. We now add 
that three in five people with long 
Covid have impairment in at least one 
organ, and one in four have impair-
ment in two or more organs, in some 
cases without symptoms,” Banerjee 
said. The team included 536 long 
Covid patients in the study of which 
331 (62 per cent) were identified with 
organ impairment six months after 
their initial diagnosis, Medical Dai-
ly reported. The underlying mecha-
nisms of long Covid remain elusive, 
said the researchers, who did not find 
evidence by symptoms, blood investi-
gations or MRI to clearly define long 
Covid subtypes.
They noted that future research must 
consider associations between symp-
toms, multi-organ impairment and 
function in larger cohorts. “Organ 
impairment in long Covid has impli-
cations for symptoms, quality of life 
and longer-term health, signalling the 
need for prevention and integrated 
care for long Covid patients,” Baner-
jee said.

DC directs to remove 
garbage heaps

FAISALABAD (APP): Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Ali Annan Qamar 
has paid a surprise visit to Sheikh-
upura Road here on Saturday and 
reviewed the cleanliness situation 
along the wall adjacent to the ground 
of Crescent Sports Complex. He ex-
pressed dismay over dirty condition 
of the road and directed to immedi-
ately remove garbage heaps between 
the footpath and the ground wall. He 
said that this road would be made 
neat and clean under Jagmag Faisal-
abad program and in this regard tree 
plantation would also be started on 
this road very soon. He also checked 
condition of green belt on Sheikhu-
pura Road and directed to make it 
more attractive .
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Meta unveils LLaMA, its answer to ChatGPT

Thailand weighs bet on legalising casinos to draw tourists

Marriott, Hilton see Chinese tourism rally lifting growth

Pakistan accepts another IMF demand to increase interest rate

Major consumer corporations reducing products on high prices, 
declining customer demand

China pushes for resurrection of EU investment deal

Iraq opts for yuan settlements in trade with China

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook owner 
Meta on Friday unveiled its own version 
of the artificial intelligence behind apps 
such as ChatGPT, saying it would give 
access to researchers to find fixes to the 
technology’s potential dangers. Meta 
described its own AI, called LLaMA, 
as a “smaller, more performant” model 
designed to “help researchers advance 
their work,” in what could be seen as 
veiled criticism of Microsoft’s decision 
to release the technology widely, while 
keeping the programming code secret. 
Microsoft-backed ChatGPT has taken 

the world by storm with its ability to 
generate finely crafted texts such as 
essays or poems in just seconds using 
technology known as large language 
models (or LLM). LLM is part of a field 
known as generative AI that also in-

cludes the capacity to execute images, 
designs or programming code almost 
instantaneously upon a simple request. 
Usually the more staid actor in big tech, 
Microsoft has deepened its partnership 
with OpenAI, the creator of ChatGPT, 
and earlier this month announced the 
technology would be integrated into 
its Bing search engine as well as the 
Edge browser. Google, seeing a sudden 
threat to the dominance of its search 
engine, quickly announced it would 
release its own language AI, known as 
Bard, shortly. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: Thailand has taken a 
step toward legalising casinos, a 
move that would pit it against other 
regional gambling destinations as the 
country aims to inject new life into 
its tourism sector. Lower house law-
makers approved a report last month 
on the possibility of setting up an en-
tertainment complex featuring a ca-
sino in one of 22 locations, including 
Bangkok. Las Vegas Sands is among 
the industry players with an eye on 
Thailand, where past governments 
tried and failed to legalise casinos. 

The impact from the coronavirus 
pandemic has changed the calculus. 
Thailand drew only around 430,000 
foreign tourists in 2021 — about 1% 
of its 2019 total. Tourism accounted 
for nearly a fifth of gross domestic 

product before the pandemic. Casi-
nos have been hailed by some as a 
potential shot in the arm for the sec-
tor. The report, which also proposes 
conditions for Thai residents and 
foreigners to patronise casinos, next 
goes to the cabinet for consideration. 
Almost all forms of gambling beyond 
horse racing and a state-administered 
lottery are banned. This prohibition 
reflects the Buddhist values rooted 
in much of Thai society. Making an 
exception for casinos would open the 
door to global players. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Several of the world’s 
largest hotel chains are looking to-
ward China to be their major growth 
engine in 2023, as Chinese travellers 
return both domestically and abroad 
after three years of Covid-related lock-
downs. “You’re already starting to see 
significant travel within China in terms 
of uptick,” said Hilton CEO Chris Nas-
setta on a company earnings call this 
month. “We expect particularly, in the 
second half of the year, you’re going to 
have a big tailwind from that,” he said. 

Four of the five largest hotel groups in 
the world by number of rooms – Mar-
riott, Hilton, Wyndham, and Intercon-
tinental – posted strong end-of-year 
earnings for 2022, with confident 

growth forecasts for 2023. Marriott, 
the world’s largest hotel company, re-
ported a US$2.4 billion net profit for 
the year, more than doubling from 
US$1.1 billion in 2021. Hilton’s net 
profit tripled to US$1.3 billion. Wyn-
dham recorded a US$355 million net 
profit, compared with US$244 million 
in 2021. While the sharp rebound in 
post-pandemic travel will taper off in 
2023, and broader global economic 
concerns loom, company outlooks re-
main optimistic. (Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has agreed to 
raise the interest rate in an off-cycle 
review by two per cent, as the cash-
strapped country faces pressure to 
mend its finances to secure $1 bil-
lion from the International Monetary 
Fund. The Ministry of Finance au-
thorities, according to reports, said 
the agreement was reached in Friday 
night’s virtual talks with the officials 
of the global lender. They said the 
South Asian country would reach the 
staff-level agreement with the IMF 

after resolution of issues in the pow-
er sector. The policy rate would be 
jacked up by 200 basis point to take 
it to 19pc as it is currently stands at 
17pc -- the highest level in 25 years. 

The cash-strapped country is under-
taking key measures to secure IMF 
funding, including raising taxes, 
removing blanket subsidies, and ar-
tificial curbs on the exchange rate. 
While the government expects a deal 
with IMF soon, media reports say that 
the agency expects the policy rate to 
be increased. The next meeting of the 
central bank’s Monetary Policy Com-
mittee is scheduled for March 16. 
Off-cycle rate reviews are not uncom-
mon though. (Agencies)

Major consumer corporations in-
cluding Kraft Heinz and Conagra 
Brands are reducing product lines 
to address sky-high prices and de-
clining customer demand. Several 
businesses began to reduce their 
product options during the epidem-
ic and are now vigorously resuming 
those efforts, removing less-popular 
commodities to concentrate on those 
on which they can more readily raise 
prices in the face of persistent food 
price rise. Executives at Unilever and 
Nestle claimed to have saved billions 

of dollars by getting rid of the under-
performing products in their portfo-
lios. Conagra recently stopped offer-
ing Marie Callender’s chocolate chip 
cookie dough cream pie to make 
place for a no-sugar-added apple pie, 

which the US food firm anticipates 
selling more quickly. A “decomplex-
ity initiative” is being implemented 
at Kraft Heinz, according to compa-
ny officials who spoke this week at 
the Consumer Analyst Group of New 
York Conference. Recently, Heinz 
Genuine Mayonnaise was discon-
tinued. At a conference, Mondelez 
International CEO Dirk Van de Put 
informed Wall Street analysts that 
the manufacturer of Oreo had a clear 
“one in, one out” policy about prod-
uct replacement.(Agencies)

HAMBURG: China has stepped up 
lobbying of European Union deci-
sion-makers to revive a planned in-
vestment deal in its latest effort to 
improve ties with the Brussels-based 
bloc. Beijing has proposed it and the 
EU simultaneously scrap sanctions 
that derailed the proposed Compre-
hensive Agreement on Investment 
(CAI) in 2021, but analysts say big 
hurdles remain to put the accord back 
on track. China’s overtures come as it 
seeks to change tone from an era of 
aggressive “wolf warrior” diplomacy 

and looks to build international alli-
ances in the face of growing tensions 
with the US. Fu Cong, China’s ambas-
sador to the EU since December, has 
proposed resurrecting the European 
investment deal, which was agreed 

politically in late 2020 but never re-
ceived the necessary approval from 
the European Parliament. Ratifica-
tion stalled after Beijing sanctioned 
EU officials in response to Europe-
an bloc sanctions over alleged wide-
spread human rights abuses in the 
Xinjiang region. Fu said this month 
that the world economy was “not go-
ing through a very good time” and 
acknowledged that “some European 
business people have some com-
plaints about the access to [the] Chi-
nese market.” (Agencies)

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s central bank an-
nounced this week that the country’s 
trade with China may soon be settled 
directly in yuan, according to Reu-
ters. The report says the move is an 
attempt to improve access to foreign 
currency. The regulator has been 
taking urgent steps to compensate 
for a dollar shortage in local mar-
kets, which prompted the cabinet 
to approve a currency revaluation 
earlier this month, the news agency 
said. “It is for the first time that im-
ports would be financed from China 

in yuan, as Iraqi imports from China 
have been financed in (US) dollars 
only,” the government’s economic 
adviser, Mudhir Salih, told Reuters. 
As part of the plan, the regulator may 
boost the balances of Iraqi banks that 

have accounts with Chinese banks 
in yuan. Another option would be to 
boost local banks’ balances via the 
central bank’s accounts with JP Mor-
gan and Development Bank of Singa-
pore (DBS), the regulator added. The 
first option would reportedly depend 
on the central bank’s yuan reserves, 
while the other would use the bank’s 
US dollar reserves at JP Morgan and 
DBS. The two banks would convert 
the dollars to yuan and pay the final 
beneficiary in China, Salih explained.
(Agencies)

British stock market closes lower

Ericsson to cut 8,500 jobs worldwide

Air India to hire over 4,200 cabin crew, 900 pilots

World Bank promises ‘concessionality’  
in debt restructuring

Pakistan’s weekly inflation jumps to 41.54pc for 
first time in five months

Food production deals worth $290m signed 
by Saudi Arabia’s industrial city authority in 

Vision 2030 boost

LONDON:London Stock Exchange’s 
main index, “FTSE 100”, Friday 
ended its trading lower. The index 
- which includes the 100 largest 

companies in the London Stock Ex-
change - decreased by 0.37%, equiva-
lent to 29.06 points, to reach the level 
of 7878.66 points. (Agencies)

STOCKHOLM: Telecom equipment 
maker Ericsson said Friday it would 
slash 8,500 jobs worldwide, part of a 
cost-cutting programme as financial 
headwinds pushed operators to rein 
in spending. Ericsson, which had 
a total of 105,000 employees at the 
end of 2022, last month posted dis-
appointing full-year 2022 earnings, 
as operators slow spending on roll-
ing out the latest 5G networks due to 
the global economic slowdown and 
rising inflation. The Swedish compa-
ny said most of the layoffs would be 
implemented in the first half of 2023 
and the rest in 2024, as it accelerated 
its US$860 million cost saving plan 

announced late last year. “We see po-
tential to simplify and become more 
efficient across the company, espe-
cially in structural costs. But we are 
also working on our service delivery, 
supply, real estate and IT,” spokes-
woman Jenny Hedelin told AFP. “It 
will, however, unfortunately also re-
sult in a need to address headcount. 
We believe a total of 8,500 positions 
will be affected”, she said. Ericsson 
said 1,400 of the job cuts were in 
Sweden, which had already been an-
nounced earlier this week. For 2022, 
the group posted a 17% drop in net 
profit to 19.1 billion kronor (US$1.8 
billion). (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Tata Group-owned 
Air India today said it planned to 
hire over 4,200 cabin crew and 900 
pilots in 2023, as part of a major re-
vamp that saw the carrier seal or-
ders for a record 470 jets earlier this 
month. The overhaul at Air India, 
once known for its stellar service, 
started after it returned to the Tata 
Group’s fold last year, seeking to re-
pair its reputation that declined in 
the mid-2000s as financial troubles 
mounted. The airline, aiming to cap-
italise on India’s growing base of fli-
ers and strong demand for air travel, 
earlier this month sealed a record 

deal for the new planes from Airbus 
and Boeing. The airline had recruit-
ed over 1,900 cabin crew between 
May 2022 and February 2023, it said 
in today’s statement. “We are also 
looking to step up hiring of more 
pilots and maintenance engineers,” 
said Sandeep Verma, head of the 
airline’s in-flight services. The air-
line was in the spotlight last month 
after the aviation regulator penal-
ised it for the handling of an unruly 
passenger on one of its flights. Air 
India derostered one pilot and four 
cabin crew as part of its investiga-
tion. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: The World Bank will 
“provide as much concessionality to 
the debt treatment” for distressed 
economies as possible, its president 
told a meeting with the Internation-
al Monetary Fund, India, China, and 
other creditor nations on Saturday. 
The remarks come amid calls by 
China, the world’s largest bilateral 
creditor, that global lenders should 
take haircuts on loans extended to 
developing nations hurt by the im-
pact of the Russia-Ukraine war and 
the Covid-19 pandemic. The United 
States, meanwhile, has repeatedly 
criticised China over its “foot-drag-
ging” on debt relief for dozens of 
low-and middle-income countries. 
“The World Bank is committed to 
providing net positive flows in a 

way that maximizes concessional-
ity in the restructuring process,” 
David Malpass said at the Global 
Sovereign Debt Roundtable in In-
dia’s Bengaluru city on the sidelines 
of the G20 financial leaders’ meet. 
“We will provide as much conces-
sionality to the debt treatment as 
possible.” Malpass also said that he 
noted “constructive remarks” by a 
deputy China central bank gover-
nor at a G20 meeting on Friday that 
“gave room to move forward” on 
settlement of debt issues. Reuters 
reported earlier this month that In-
dia, the current president of the G20 
bloc, is drafting a proposal for G20 
countries to help debtor nations by 
asking lenders to take a large hair-
cut on loans.(Agencies)

ISLAMABAD: The weekly inflation, 
measured by Sensitive Price Indica-
tor (SPI), witnessed an increase of 
2.78 per cent to jump to 41.54pc on a 
year-on-year basis for the week which 
ended on Feb 23. In previous week, 
the inflation increased by 2.89pc to 
reach 38.42pc. It is for the first time 
that inflation crossed 40pc mark in 
over five months. During this week, 
major increase was observed in the 
prices of food items like bananas, 
chicken, sugar, cooking oil, vegeta-
ble ghee and tea prepared. A surge in 
prices of non-food items such as gas 
and cigarettes was also witnessed. 
On the other hand, a slight decrease 

was observed in the prices of on-
ions, eggs, tomatoes, garlic, LPG and 
pulse gram (0.21).“During the week, 
out of 51 items, prices of 33 (64.71%) 
items increased, 06 (11.76%) items 
decreased and 12 (23.53%) items 
remained stable,” said PBS in its re-
port. The upward trend of inflation 
continues as the South Asian country 
is taking measures to meet the con-
ditions of the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) for revival of the loan 
programme. Earlier this week, Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif warned that 
the inflation would further trigger 
after the approval of the IMF pro-
gramme.(Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi Authority for 
Industrial Cities and Technology 
Zones, known as MODON, revealed 
that in 2022 it signed a number of 
agreements, worth a total value of 
SR1.69 billion ($285 million), the 
Saudi Press Agency reported. The 
announcement was made during 
the Gulfood exhibition in Dubai, 
where the authority outlined recent 
partnerships aimed at localizing the 
Kingdom’s food and beverage indus-
try in line with Saudi Vision 2030’s 
National Industry Strategy. MODON 
signed a SR50 million agreement 
with Jordan Valley Food Industries 
Co. to build a factory in Jeddah’s 2nd 
Industrial City to produce grains and 
legumes. In the same industrial city, 
it also agreed to develop a factory for 
frozen meat production worth SR140 
million with Siniora Food Indus-

tries Co. Furthermore, the authority 
signed an SR375 million contract 
with the Kuwaiti Danish Dairy Co. to 
build a 100,000 square meter facto-
ry in Sudair Industrial and Business 
City near Riyadh to produce a variety 
of food and beverages. MODON also 
agreed to allocate industrial land 
in Dammam 2nd Industrial City to 
produce ketchup, mayonnaise, and 
other tomato and bread derivatives 
with the UAE-based IFFCO Group. 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Forget about the details 
of whatever you’re thinking about 
or working on today. You can take 
care of them later! It’s a good time 
for you to try to get ahead with a 
grand scheme that’s been a dream.
– TAURUS: See if you can stick 
with present-day activities today. 
You need to let the future take 
care of itself. Of course, eventually 
you’ll need to make a plan or two, 
but now is not the time for that. 
– GEMINI: Today is all about com-
ing up with good ideas and launch-
ing them out into the world. There’s 
no need for you to follow through 
on any of them! Let others handle 
the heavy lifting later.
– CANCER: You may be too fo-
cused on one aspect of the day, so 
expand your gaze until you can see 
everything. You don’t want to miss 
the point when people are talking 
about how everything is going.
– LEO: If you’re brainstorming to-
day, go for whichever ideas are 
most uniquely your own. Your vi-
sion is essential to success, and you 

ought to find it easy to get others 
to accept it thanks to your passion.
– VIRGO: You’re at your best work-
ing with masses of small details, 
and today’s chores involve plenty 
of facts and figures. See if you can 
help your family with their own 
confusing business too!
– LIBRA: You’ve got stuff to say that 
nobody has heard or even imagined 
yet. Open up and use your great 
energy to put others at ease when 
the time is right. Things are getting 
better and better!
– SCORPIO: Money issues are wor-
rying you a bit, especially if other 
people are involved. You can’t con-
trol them directly, of course, but 
you may be able to influence their 
behavior in subtler ways.
– SAGITTARIUS: Your people 
might be harder to deal with than 
usual, but that shouldn’t be the 
worst thing that ever happened to 
you. Just be careful and make sure 
that everyone’s point of view gets 
heard.
– CAPRICORN: You’ve got to find 
a way to connect with people, but 
everyone is kind of flighty, like a 
troop of distracted monkeys. Your 
best bet may actually be to wait 
them out, but it might take a while!
– ACQUARIUS: You’ve got a mil-
lion different possible ways to say 
what you need to say today, so pick 
the one that makes you happiest. 
Someone is waiting to hear from 
you, so you need to make it snappy!
– PISCES: Make sure that you’re 
able to handle both sides of whatev-
er big issue is coming up today. But 
the good news is that you’ve got 
more perspective than you know 
what to do with!
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Liverpool must plan for summer signings now, says Klopp

Solomon strike earns Fulham draw with Wolves

Casey, Kokrak share lead as LIV Golf begins season in Mexico

Brits steers South Africa into Women’s T20 World Cup final

Mercedes, McLaren admit difficulties on Day 2 of F1 testing

US savor World Cup berth; Carmelo Anthony named FIBA Global Ambassador

Luis Saez lifts International Jockeys Challenge with all-round show

LIVERPOOL: Liverpool have to start 
working on their player recruitment 
plans for the summer transfer window 
regardless of their Champions League 
status next season, manager Jurgen 
Klopp said, highlighting the spending 
power of other Premier League clubs. 
Liverpool lost 5-2 to Real Madrid in 
the first leg of their Champions League 
last 16 clash and they are eighth in the 
league, seven points adrift of the fourth 
spot which secures Champions League 
qualification, albeit with two games in 
hand. “I’m sorry that I cannot guaran-
tee Champions League at this moment, 

but we fight for it and it is not done yet,” 
Klopp told reporters. “But it is tricky and 
it will be a late decision. We have to start 
work earlier before we know where we 
will end up position-wise and Europe-
an competition-wise. These things are 

clear.” Liverpool are six-times Cham-
pions League winners, last lifting the 
trophy in 2018-19. “I think we played 
five years in a row in the Champions 
League, which is massive money, and 
went to the final three times in that 
time, which is also massive from a mon-
ey point of view,” added Klopp, whose 
team play at Crystal Palace later today. 
“We built a stand, we built a training 
ground, and the club is in a really good 
place, but around us obviously a few 
people (clubs) are speeding up a little bit 
and you cannot ignore that. We cannot 
ignore these kind of things.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Substitute Manor Solomon’s 
stunning second-half strike earned 
Fulham a 1-1 draw at home to Wolver-
hampton Wanderers in a tight affair at 
Craven Cottage in the Premier League 
on Friday. Wolves, who are edging away 
from the relegation zone, were much 
the better side in the first half and de-
servedly went in front after 23 minutes 
through Pablo Sarabia’s fine finish, the 
Spain international’s first goal in En-
glish football. Sixth-placed Fulham rare-
ly threatened without injured top scor-
er Aleksandar Mitrovic but Solomon 

stepped up with a superb leveller in the 
64th minute, curling the ball into the net 
from distance and scoring for the third 
successive league match. Solomon be-
came the first Israeli player to score in 
three consecutive Premier League ap-

pearances since Ronny Rosenthal for 
Liverpool in November 1992, with all 
three of the Fulham attacker’s goals 
coming from the bench. Wolves threw 
striker Diego Costa on late in the game 
as they searched for a winner but had to 
settle for a draw that pulled them four 
points clear of the relegation zone, hav-
ing played one more game than West 
Ham United in 18th. “We came here 
to win the match,” Wolves coach Julen 
Lopetegui told the BBC. “We played a 
good match with big commitment and 
hard work. (Agencies)

PLAYA DEL CARMEN, Mexico: Paul 
Casey birdied his last three holes for 
a 6-under 65 and a share of the lead 
with Jason Kokrak on Friday as the 
second season of Saudi-backed LIV 
Golf began at Mayakoba. Casey was 
5 under through 10 holes before he 
lost ground with a double bogey on 
the par-4 second hole. He responded 
with a hat trick of birdies to close out 
his round on the El Camaleon golf 
course at the resort south of Cancun. 
Kokrak played bogey-free, chipping 
in for one birdie and holing a cou-

ple of lengthy putts. They were two 
shots clear of Peter Uihlein, Talor 
Gooch and Carlos Ortiz, one of two 
Mexican players who are part of the 
48-man LIV roster. Mayakoba pre-
viously hosted a PGA Tour event in 

the fall from 2007 until November, 
when the resort moved over to LIV 
Golf. Dustin Johnson, who won the 
points list and its $18 million bonus 
last year while leading his 4Aces to 
the team title, was slowed by con-
secutive bogeys in the middle of his 
round. He was part of the group at 
68. Casey plays for the Crushers, 
and three of their four scores added 
to 10-under par for a three-shot ad-
vantage over Johnson’s squad and 
the Smash team that is captained by 
Brooks Koepka. (Agencies)

CAPE TOWN: Tazmin Brits propelled 
South Africa to an upset six-run win 
over England on Friday, top scoring 
and taking four catches at Newlands 
as the hosts booked their place against 
Australia in Sunday’s Women’s Twen-
ty20 World Cup final. South Africa, 
who won the toss and elected to bat, set 
an imposing target of 164-4, with Brits 
scoring 68, and then held on in an ex-
citing finish as England fell short with 
158-8 from their 20 overs. Brits took 
important catches, including a spec-

tacular one-handed diving effort, while 
seamer Ayabonga Khaka claimed three 
wickets in the 18th over to put the 

brakes on England’s chase. Khaka fin-
ished with figures of 4-29. It is the first 
time that South Africa have reached 
the final, where they face the defending 
champions at Newlands. “We had to be 
brave and be free in our approach and 
we are proud of our achievement,” said 
captain Sune Luus in the post match 
celebrations. “It’s a massive result, 
every game we play we keep making 
history and hopefully this is a turning 
point for women’s sport in South Afri-
ca,” she added. (Agencies)

SAKHIR: Preseason Formula One 
testing shows who has the speed 
to win the title and who is already 
having problems. As Ferrari driver 
Carlos Sainz Jr. set the pace Friday 
in the morning session of the second 
day of testing, Mercedes struggled 
with a set-up issue and McLaren ad-
mitted to missing its own targets so 
far. Sainz has the fastest time so far 
over two days of testing. American 
driver Logan Sargeant, who is join-
ing F1 with Williams, was only .063 
seconds adrift with a time set on the 
softest and fastest tires. Of the 10 
drivers on track in the morning ses-

sion, Sergio Perez was seventh-fast-
est for Red Bull — a contrast to 
teammate Max Verstappen setting 
the fastest time the day before — 
and Lewis Hamilton eighth for Mer-
cedes. Team principal Toto Wolff 
said the Mercedes car was “out of 
balance” for the second day. “It’s 

hot and we just didn’t find the right 
setup for these conditions, which is 
part of the learning, I guess, with the 
new car,” Wolff said in comments 
to British broadcaster Sky Sports. 
Mercedes driver George Russell 
said the team might not be ready to 
challenge for wins and titles when 
the season begins next week with 
the Bahrain Grand Prix. “We defi-
nitely believe eventually we will 
have a car capable of getting into 
that fight,” Russell said. “Whether 
we’re going to have that next week-
end in Bahrain I think may be a bit 
of a stretch.” (Agencies)

NEW YORK: USA Basketball put 
together different rosters for all six 
World Cup qualifying windows, and 
coach Jim Boylen noticed the same 
two things with each of those groups. 
One, every player beamed when put-
ting on the “USA” jersey for picture 
day. Two, by the third or fourth day 
of practice, the players were coach-
ing each other. It took 52 players and 
more than a year, but the job is done — 
USA Basketball is going to the World 

Cup in the Philippines this summer. 
The US won’t have to sweat it out this 
weekend when the final spots in the 
32-team field get claimed, after rally-

ing to beat Uruguay on Thursday and 
clinching a berth. “When they put on 
the USA jersey, the same jersey that 
LeBron James wore, the same jersey 
that Kobe Bryant wore, the same jer-
sey of the senior men’s national team, 
there’s a joy from those guys unlike 
what I’ve ever seen,” Boylen said. 
“And then it clicks: They’ve reached a 
higher level of distinction and they’ve 
got to come together. That’s what hap-
pened.” (Agencies)

RIYADH: A consistent performance 
from leading US-based rider Luis Saez 
in Riyadh saw him seal the Interna-
tional Jockeys Challenge, presented by 
STC, at King Abdulaziz Racecourse on 
Friday. It turned out to be the ideal cul-
mination for the competition, with five 
of the 14 riders from around the world 
still in with a chance of winning by the 
last of the four legs. Saez, a visitor to the 
meeting in the past, ended up winning 
one race and finishing second in two 
others, including the Round 4 finale. 

“It’s super exciting, I want to say thank 
you to everybody for this magnificent 
moment — my family, well, everybody 
— I’m pretty happy,” he said. “Over 

here I don’t understand the form too 
much, I could only see how my hors-
es ran last time and so I studied every 
horse, which was a bit difficult,” Saez 
said. “But I had a good feeling, I have a 
lot of faith in my horses, I feel like they 
are going to run good and every horse 
ran pretty good so I’m pretty happy.  “I 
rode the horses like they told me, pretty 
much. When you break from the gate, 
when you are in a good position, be 
kind, be confident and try and win the 
race. (Agencies)

Chelsea manager Potter reveals family  
received death threats

Murray saves 5 match points to reach Doha final

JDT win sixth Charity Shield on the trot

LONDON: Chelsea manager Graham 
Potter and his family have received 
anonymous death threats following 
the Premier League club’s poor run 
of results, he told reporters on Friday. 
Chelsea are 10th in the table with two 
wins in their last 14 games and have 
only scored once at home this year. “As 
much as I’ve had support, I’ve had some 
not very nice emails that have come 
through that want me to die and want 
my kids to die, so obviously that’s not 
pleasant to receive,” said the 47-year-
old former Brighton & Hove Albion 
boss. “The challenge for me is, ‘OK, 

how do I conduct myself?’ That’s what 
I always turn round to. The higher you 
go, the more pressure you have on how 
you are as a person.” Since Potter took 
the job in September after the sacking 
of Thomas Tuchel, Chelsea have won 
nine of their 25 games. (Agencies)

DOHA: Three-time Grand Slam 
champion Andy Murray said the ‘Law 
of Averages’ had finally swung in his 
favour after he saved five match points 
to defeat Jiri Lehecka at the Qatar 
Open on Friday and reach a first ATP 
Tour final since June last year. Wild 
card Murray beat his Czech opponent 
6-0, 3-6, 7-6(6), fighting back from 
5-3 down in the decider. He will face 
third seed Daniil Medvedev in the fi-
nal after the Russian beat Canada’s 
second-seeded Felix Auger-Aliassime 

6-4, 7-6(7). The 35-year-old Briton has 
shown great resilience during his run 
to the showpiece match in Doha and 
his latest victory was his fourth three-
set win in four games, which included 
comeback wins over Lorenzo Sonego 
and Alexandre Muller. Asked how 
he managed to close out the narrow 
victories, Murray pointed to learn-
ing from defeats last season, telling 
reporters: “One of the great things 
about the scoring system in this sport 
is things can change very quickly. “I 
had multiple conversations with my 
team in the middle to the end part of 
last year, and I lost lots of close match-
es. “I said, ‘As soon as I start winning 
some, then that’s going to change 
quickly because of the law of averag-
es, really, like I couldn’t keep losing 
that many matches’. (Agencies)

KUALA LUMPUR: New season, same 
old story. Johor Darul Ta’zim (JDT) 
began the 2023 season in style by de-
feating Terengganu FC (TFC) 2-0 in the 
Charity Shield match to clinch the Sul-
tan Haji Ahmad Shah Cup for the sixth 
time in a row at the Sultan Ibrahim Sta-
dium in Iskandar Puteri tonight. The 
match, which also acts as the season 
opener for the M-League, saw JDT take 
all three points as they get the ball roll-
ing in their quest for a tenth consecutive 
Super League title. The Southern Tigers 
scored a goal in each half through Juan 
Muniz in the fifth minute and Bergson 
da Silva in the 55th minute. It didn’t 
take long for JDT, under the guidance 
of new coach Esteban Solari of Argenti-
na, to explode into life as Spaniard Mu-
niz introduced himself to local football 
fans with a brilliant header off a cross 
from Bergson. Solari’s men then domi-
nated the proceedings with a slick per-

formance and could have doubled their 
lead in the 37th minute when Brazilian 
Bergson beat the offside trap but could 
not get the better of TFC goalkeeper Su-
haimi Husin. The visitors, who fielded 
their two foreign signings – Thai sensa-
tion Adisak Kraisorn and Croatian Ivan 
Mamut – struggled to get their game 
going and failed to breach the JDT de-
fence in the first half. After the break, 
Arif Aiman Hanapi, the 2022 National 
Football Awards Most Valuable Play-
er, missed a glorious chance to extend 
JDT’s lead when he beat three players 
in the box before shooting straight at 
Suhaimi. (Agencies)
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Ukraine  receives first batch of Leopard 2 tanks

Australia’s PM Anthony Albanese joins 
the Mardi Gras march

44,000 animals estimated to have been killed 
in US ‘toxic train’ incident

UK car manufacturers are slowly shifting to EV’s

Malaysia picks South Korea’s FA-50 jet over Indian Tejas

WARSAW: Poland delivered four Leop-
ard 2 tanks to Ukraine on Friday, ex-
actly one year after the start of Russia’s 
invasion of its neighbor. Poland’s Prime 
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki made the 
announcement during his visit to Kyiv. 
His Ukrainian counterpart Denys Shmy-
hal posted a photo of him and Moraw-
iecki shaking hands in front of the tanks 
on Twitter. He wrote, “We are grateful to 
Poland for the decisive steps that bring 
Ukraine closer to victory.” He went on to 

say, “We are waiting for the expansion of 
the tank coalition.” Germany announced 
on the same day that it will provide four 
more Leopard 2 tanks, in addition to the 
14 it pledged last month. Germany has 
been aiming to deliver two tank battal-
ions, each comprising 31 units, to Ukraine 
by calling on other European countries to 
cooperate. Germany now says with the 
latest addition, it can deliver a total of 31 
tanks or one battalion, together with Swe-
den and Portugal. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Huge crowds packed the 
city’s Oxford Street as more than 
12,000 participants and 200 floats 
passed by. It is the first time the pa-
rade has been held in its traditional 
form since 2019 due to Covid restric-
tions. “This is a celebration of modern 
Australia,” Mr Albanese said. He add-
ed that it was “unfortunate” that he 
was the country’s first leader to march 
in the parade while in office. “People 
want to see that their government is 
inclusive and represents everyone no 
matter who they love, no matter what 
their identity, no matter where they 
live.” Penny Wong, the first openly 
gay female in Australia’s parliament, 
also took part in the celebrations. The 

presence of the prime minister, who 
has marched in the parade in the past 
as an MP, was greeted with cheers but 
his critics have accused him of pan-
dering to a minority that’s hijacking 
Australia’s social agenda. Opposition 
MP, Barnaby Joyce, criticised Mr Al-
banese for attending a party instead 
of dealing with a crime crisis in Alice 
Springs – a remote town in Australia’s 
Northern Territory. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Three weeks after the 
“toxic train” incident in Ohio, US, the 
local department of natural resourc-
es has increased its estimate of the 
number of animals killed by the haz-
ardous chemicals to nearly 44,000. 
This has raised concerns among 
agricultural experts and Chinese 
consumers regarding food securi-
ty issues. The original estimate was 
about 3,500 dead aquatic animals 
shortly after the train derailment, 
The Hill reported on Friday. When 
detecting agricultural pollution, an 
important metric in the industry is 
not to look at mammals, but aquatic 
animals, because they are more sen-
sitive to environmental changes, ex-
perts said. “Just by looking at the fish 
in the nearby water, you can tell the 
severity and impact of the pollution,” 
Wang Gangyi, a professor at North-

east Agricultural University, told the 
Global Times on Friday, regarding 
the large number of aquatic animals 
found dead in the surrounding riv-
er and lake. The aftermath of the 
Ohio train derailment on February 
3, which resulted in toxic chemicals 
being released into the environment, 
has left the local community reeling.
As chemicals fill the air and seep 
into the ground, food producers and 
consumers are asking questions 
about the impact of the release of 
these chemicals on food safety and 
on crops and livestock, Food Safety 
News reported. A local farmer, Pam 
Mibuck, said her white turkeys have 
been put on antibiotics due to respi-
ratory problems, and her chickens 
have laid eggs with an unsettling 
purple hue, the New York Times re-
ported. (Agencies)

LONDON: Car production in Britain fell 
slightly in January as thousands contin-
ued the shift towards electric vehicles 
which experienced a nearly 50 percent 
increase. Despite global economic insta-
bility, car production fell just 0.3 percent 
last month, which was welcomed by the 
industry as a sign of market stability. The 
Society of Motor Manufacturers and 
Traders (SMMT), latest figures show 
that the output of new vehicles totaled 
68,575 units, a fall of 215 on the previous 
month. It added that the shift is evidence 
of the UK’s ability to produce EVs to sell 
abroad, despite the SMMT also report-
ing there had been a 1.5 percent decline 
in output for export. Manufacturers 
have also shifted away from petrol and 

diesel, with 28,329 electric cars being 
purchased, an increase of 49.9 percent.
The jump, which includes combined bat-
tery electric, plug-in hybrid and hybrid 
electric vehicles, represents 41.3 percent 
of cars made in January, which is almost 
a record monthly share. The SMMY 
said there are about 40m vehicles on the 
road in the UK, with around 774,000 pro-
duced each year – well down from more 
than 1.5m in 2017. As of 2021, it was a 
more than £60bn industry.
Despite the optimism however, the SM-
MT’s chief executive warned against 
“increasing protectionism which, if not 
challenged or mitigated, could put the 
UK at a disadvantage” on the global 
stage. (Agencies)

MELBOURNE: Korea Aerospace In-
dustries has won a competition to sup-
ply light attack aircraft to Malaysia, 
the company announced, marking its 
latest export for the line of trainer/light 
attack jets. The South Korean company 
said the contract, worth $920 million, 
will see it deliver 18 FA-50 jets to the 
Southeast Asian country, with the first 
due for delivery in 2026. The FA-50 beat 
the Tejas light combat aircraft, made by 
India’s Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd., 
for the Malaysian requirement. The 

country had shortlisted the two types 
out of an initial field that included the 
JF-17, made by the Pakistan Aeronau-
tical Complex, and the Russian-made 

MiG-35. Malaysia is seeking to bolster 
its air combat and training capabilities 
as it seeks to replace its fleet of BAE 
Systems-made Hawk trainers and light 
combat aircraft, which has suffered 
from a high attrition rate in recent 
years. The country also wants to re-
place 16 MiG-29 interceptors it retired 
in 2017 due to inadequate funding for 
sustainment. But a planned multirole 
combat aircraft program to replace the 
aircraft also stalled due to budget con-
straints. (Agencies) 
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Anti-war rallies in Berlin 
call for peace in Ukraine

BERLIN: Police said about 10,000 
people braved the falling snow in 
central Berlin to call for negotiations 
with Moscow rather than weapons 
deliveries to Ukraine. Under the slo-
gan “Rise up for Peace”, demonstra-
tors bundled up against the cold and 
gathered at the iconic Brandenburg 
Gate, where a day earlier activists had 
parked a bombed-out Russian tank in 
front of Russia’s embassy. Organised 
by far-left politician Sahra Wagenk-
necht and feminist Alice Schwarzer, 
who both addressed the crowd, the 
demonstration is controversial for 
drawing support from far-right poli-
ticians too. The two women have also 
launched a petition which claims to 
have gathered more than 645,000 
signatures. There were also protests 
in Paris, where several hundred peo-
ple sang Ukraine’s national anthem 
at Place de la Republique before 
Ukrainian children dressed in tra-
ditional costume led a procession. 
On Friday, thousands of protesters 
across Europe marched against Mos-
cow’s invasion of Ukraine. Many 
gathered at the Brandenburg Gate 
in Berlin, some holding up blue and 
yellow umbrellas under the rain. The 
bombed-out Russian tank was sta-
tioned in front of Russia’s embassy 
off the Brandenburg Gate by Enno 
Lenza and Wieland Giebel, who op-
erate a private German museum. “We 
want to put their scrap metal in front 
of the gates of the terrorists,” said 
Giebel, who for months was caught 
in a bureaucratic tangle with Berlin 
authorities over the tank installation. 
At an event led by German President 
Frank-Walter Steinmeier on Friday, 
Ukraine’s President Volodymyr Zel-
ensky beamed in a message thank-
ing Western allies for their support 
for his country. Steinmeier under-
lined that Kyiv could count on Berlin. 
Around 18,000 people held hands, 
forming a chain for peace between 
the western German cities of Osna-
brueck and Muenster. (Agencies)

AI, Robots, Drones to Assist Campus Security in Japan
TOKYO: Universities have become 
more vulnerable as they are expected 
to allow the public onto their cam-
puses, so attention is now being paid 
to see how effective the latest tech-
nology is in quickly detecting sus-
picious activity and ensuring safety. 
Ritsumeikan University introduced a 
1.3-meter tall egg-shaped patrol ro-
bot in 2021. The robot, which runs 
automatically, helps secure the Osa-
ka Ibaraki Campus in Ibaraki, Osaka 
Prefecture, as it glides across the first 
floor of a building while avoiding peo-
ple and pillars. The robot patrols the 

building at 1.4 kph for about 2 hours 
twice a day while taking 360-degree 

images of its surroundings. Even 
when it is not patrolling, it is constant-
ly scanning the area, except for when 
it is charging. “When I’m on campus 
studying until late in the evening, 
it makes me feel a little safer to see 
the robot, even if I don’t see anyone 
else on campus,” said a 21-year-old 
female student. The campus has also 
been testing out AI-equipped surveil-
lance cameras since December. When 
the cameras detect unusual behavior, 
such as violent acts or trespassing, 
the campus security control room is 
immediately notified. (Agencies)

Anti-drone radars 
ready for 

‘mass deployment’ 
in Taiwan

Pratt & Whitney 
to Resume 

F-35 Engine Deliveries 
after 2-Month Hold

ABU DHABI: The CEO of Tai-
wan-based company Tron Future, 
whose counter-drone radars are al-
ready used by the Taiwanese Army, 
says the systems are ready for mass 
deployment, eying a production rate 
of 100 per month for 2023 based on 
increased demand. Tron Future is only 
four years old, but it’s T.Radar Pro tech-
nology has already found an extensive 
market both in Taiwan but also in the 
Middle East and South Asia. The active 
electronically scanned array (AESA) 
radar has a drone detection range of 
up to 5 kilometers and a weight of only 
15 kilograms, which is what CEO Yu-
Jiu Wang says has appealed the most 
to customers. “The design of the radar 
was born out of a need to create an 
air-layered defense for the protection of 
Taiwan against the ever-present threat 
of different types of Chinese drones,” 
Wang said in an interview here at the 
IDEX arms fair. Its development fol-
lowed four tenets, he explained: keep-
ing it lightweight and small; equipping 
it with a 4D micro-doppler function to 
differentiate between multirotor drones 
and birds; low cost; and performance 
against small and low-flying targets in 
urban environments. Threats from Chi-
nese drones have increased in recent 
years. Wang says that at the height of 
tensions, deployed radars detected as 
many as 100 Chinese drones conduct-
ing surveillance above Taiwan over the 
span of one week. Key features of the 
T.Radar Pro include an open architec-
ture for an image recognition app, air 
traffic management as well as interfac-
es for hard-kill or soft-kill countermea-
sures.  (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Pratt & Whitney has 
been cleared to restart deliveries of 
F135 jet engines—two months after 
the Pentagon ordered a hold on deliv-
eries following the crash of an F-35B in 
December. But the F-35 Joint Program 
Office has not yet allowed delivery of 
21 already assembled F-35s that were 
put on hold after the crash. Industry 
officials said F-35 jet deliveries could 
resume the week of Feb. 27. Deliveries 
were halted due to the discovery of “a 
rare system phenomenon involving 
harmonic resonance,” the JPO said in 
an emailed statement, echoing word-
for-word what Jen Latka, a Pratt & 
Whitney vice president had said on Feb. 
10. The JPO said it is working with in-
dustry team “to ensure incorporation of 
mitigation measures that will fully ad-
dress/resolve this rare phenomenon in 
impacted F135 engines.” The govern-
ment will “provide instructions to the 
fleet and to Lockheed Martin to enable 
safe resumption of flight operations 
of impacted aircraft and new produc-
tion aircraft,” the statement said. Pratt 
scheduled a press conference for Feb. 
28 to explain the engine issues and its 
path back to a regular pace of deliver-
ies. A Lockheed Martin spokesperson 
said, “We continue to work closely with 
the Joint Program Office to determine 
next steps for resumption of F-35 flight 
operations and deliveries.” (Agencies)


