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ISTANBUL: A new deadly earthquake 
hit Türkiye at around midday on Mon-
day, the national disaster relief agency 
reported. According to preliminary re-
ports, one person has been killed and 
69 others injured in the eastern prov-
ince of Malatya. The Turkish disaster 
and emergency management agency 
AFAD said the tremor measured 5.6 in 
magnitude, with the epicenter located 
in the Yesilyurt district. The quake was 
estimated to have originated at a depth 
of approximately seven kilometers and 
could be felt in neighboring provinces, 
according to the rescue agency. Initial 
reports indicate that over 20 buildings 
have been flattened in this latest disas-
ter to hit Türkiye. Footage circulating 
online purports to show the collapse of 
some of the structures. Some 20 people, 
including those rescued from the rub-
ble, were taken to hospital in the after-
math, Minister of National Education 
Mahmut Ozer told the news agency 
Anadolu. The search and rescue opera-

tion continues, AFAD said. Malatya was 
among the Turkish provinces that was 
seriously affected by the twin quakes on 
February 6, which claimed over 50,000 
lives in Türkiye and Syria and caused 
massive damage in both nations. Many 
buildings were weakened by the initial 
disaster, increasing the risk of their col-
lapse in subsequent tremors. Hundreds 
of aftershocks followed the initial strike 
in the ensuing weeks, some lethal in 
their own right. Last Monday in the 
evening, several people were killed and 

hundreds got injured after the already 
devastated Hatay province was hit. Tür-
kiye is located in an area where sever-
al fault lines pass, making the country 
vulnerable to seismic events. After this 
month’s disaster, scientists warned that 
the risk of a quake similar in strength 
hitting near the city of Istanbul is in-
creasing with time. The country’s most 
populous city underwent a period of 
rapid urbanization in the past decades, 
but the safety of newly constructed 
buildings remains in doubt. (Agencies)
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BRASÍLIA: Brazil has allowed two Ira-
nian warships to dock in their country. 
The visit on Sunday comes after a diplo-
matic delay and in spite of US pressure. 
Iranian warships IRIS Makran and IRIS 
Dena have docked in Rio de Janeiro, as 
confirmed by the deputy chief of Bra-
zil’s Naval Staff, Vice Admiral Carlos 
Eduardo Horta Arentz, in the state’s Of-
ficial Gazette (Diário Oficial da União). 
The ships will remain there until March 
4, when they depart further for the Pan-
ama Canal that divides the American 
continent. The decision comes in spite 
of US Ambassador to Brazil Elizabeth 
Bagley’s warning Brasilia not to allow 

the Iranian Navy access to the South 
American port. She said at a press con-
ference earlier this month that these 
ships “facilitated illegal trade and ter-
rorist activities.” She added that, to 
date, no other countries have provided 
a port for these vessels. The Iranian 
warships started their journey in Janu-
ary, departing from the south of Iran to 
circumnavigate the world. Initially, the 
plan was for Brazil to receive the ships 
in January, but it was delayed in order 
to appease the US. Brazilian President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva, commonly 
referred to simply as Lula, was plan-
ning his trip to Washington to meet with 
US President Joe Biden and delayed 
the ships’ entry into his country’s port. 
After the two leaders met earlier this 
month and, as their joint statement 
says, “reaffirmed the vital and enduring 
nature of the US-Brazil relationship,” 
Tehran’s ships are once again welcome 
in Rio. (Agencies)

BERLIN: The German military is facing 
a shortage of essential hardware as a 
result of Berlin’s provision of weapons 
to Ukraine for use in its conflict against 
Russia, according to Colonel Andre 
Wustner, the head of the German 
Armed Forces Association (DBwV). 
Last February, German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz vowed to invest €100 billion 
($105.6 billion) in the Bundeswehr with 
the aim of making it the best-equipped 
military in Europe. However, Wust-
ner told Bild am Sonntag newspaper 
on Sunday that, one year on, Scholz’s 
promise remains unfulfilled. “For 
the soldiers, nothing has noticeably 
improved since then,” said the head 

of the union, which represents serv-
ing and former German troops. The 
Bundeswehr wasn’t in full operational 
readiness even before the conflict in 
Ukraine, but the deliveries of German 
weapons to the Kiev government have 
further increased gaps in its material 
supply, he explained. (Agencies)

COPENHAGEN: The destruction of 
Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines did not 
just cut off the flow of Russian natural 
gas to western Europe, it killed and 
poisoned fish and marine mammal 
species already considered endan-
gered in the Baltic Sea, according to 
a new report from Danish, Polish and 
German scientists. Two pipes of Nord 
Stream 1 and one pipe of Nord Stream 
2 were blown up in late September 
2022, in what Moscow has called an 
act of international terrorism. The 
“four explosions” stirred up the sur-
rounding seabed, including an area 
previously used to dump toxic waste, 
according to a study conducted by the 
Aarhus University in Denmark. “This 

could mean that fish that have been 
exposed to substances [such as lead 
and TBT] will become ill. There are 
some of them who will die, and there 
are some of them who will have diffi-
culty reproducing,” Hans Sanderson 
from the Department of Environmen-
tal Science at Aarhus told the Copen-
hagen Post on Monday. (Agencies)

NEW YORK: Elon Musk has accused 
the media en masse, as well as “elite 
colleges and high schools,” of being 
racist against white and Asian peo-
ple. The CEO of Twitter, SpaceX and 
Tesla was commenting on US news-
papers severing ties with the author 
of an award-winning comic strip for 
making remarks construed as racist 
on his personal YouTube channel. 
“The media is racist,” wrote Musk 

to his near 130 million Twitter fol-
lowers in a response to tweets about 
Scott Adams, creator of the ‘Dilbert’ 
comic strip. Adams, who in 1989 cre-
ated the award-winning strip which 
lampooned US corporate culture, 
was dropped by major publishers 
including the Los Angeles Times, 
Washington Post and USA Today this 
week after he referred to black Amer-
ican respondents to a poll as a “hate 
group”. He was referring to the 26% 
of black Americans who rejected the 
phrase “It’s OK to be white” in a Ras-
mussen Reports poll. The term has 
been defined by the Anti-Defamation 
League as a “hate slogan” which origi-
nated in right-wing circles as a means 
of undermining various social justice 
movements in the US. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Former White 
House physician and Republican 
Representative Ronny Jackson has 
hit out against US President Joe 
Biden, arguing that his declining 
mental state poses a danger to the 
entire country. “It’s TERRIFYING 
for our country that Biden is our 
commander-in-chief,” Jackson wrote 
on Twitter on Saturday. “He doesn’t 
know where he’s at half the time 
and every day he brings us closer to 
an all-out war with Russia and Chi-
na. His cognitive decline is going to 
get people KILLED!!” Jackson, who 
served as the White House Physician 
to the President under Barack Obama 
and Donald Trump until 2018, has 
previously criticized the current US 

administration for failing to disclose 
the truth about Joe Biden’s mental 
health. Earlier this month, the White 
House issued a summary on the sta-
tus of Biden’s health based on a med-
ical history review and a “detailed 
physical examination,” which found 
that the president was a “healthy, vig-
orous, 80-year-old male” who was fit 
to execute his duties. (Agencies)

LONDON: In an effort to make towns 
more user- and eco-friendly, urban plan-
ners have unveiled the ’15-minute city,’ 
which hopes to keep residents close 
to home to battle climate change. But 
will this plan open the door to greater 
restrictions? More than 2,000 protesters 
went out into the streets of Oxford, En-
gland earlier this month to express their 
hostility to the controversial concept of 
the 15-minute city, which has already 
been quietly unveiled in a number of 
major cities, including Barcelona, Mel-
bourne, Paris and Milan. Centered on 
the work of the French-Colombian ur-
banist Carlos Moreno, 15-minute cities 
are designed so that human necessities 
and services, like shopping, work, ed-
ucation, and healthcare are accessible 
with a short bike ride or walk from one’s 
front door. Such a city is divided into 
neighborhoods or zones, and local resi-
dents have little to no need to ever travel 
outside their immediate surroundings. 
When necessary, such trips can be tak-
en via public transport or ring roads, 
keeping private cars’ harmful emissions 
into the city air at a minimum. At first 
glance, it seems hard to argue with this 
proposal. After all, most people at one 

time or another have found themselves 
cursing at automobiles, maybe even 
chasing after them with a clenched fist 
(as an Australian friend of mine was 
prone to do when the cars didn’t stop 
for him in the crosswalks), wishing that 
the contraptions would just disappear. 
In fact, something like that happened 
recently in the center of Moscow when 
the local government converted several 
lengthy streets around Red Square to 
pedestrian traffic only. The results have 
been spectacular. Along spacious roads 
once reserved for the fire-breathing ma-
chines, young people ride electric scoot-
ers, kids run without fear of becoming 
roadkill, and diners enjoy casual meals 
on patios minus vehicular noise and 
pollution. Meanwhile, the businesses 
do not seem negatively affected by the 
change. In fact, they seem to be flour-
ishing like never before. So where 
exactly is the problem? It seems that 
much of the skepticism and even para-
noia about 15-minute cities stems from 
recent history, particularly humanity’s 
experience with the Covid pandemic 
and the restrictive methods that some 
world leaders chose for dealing with it. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: A US warplane’s recent 
flight through the Taiwan Strait is a 
threat to the stability of the region, a 
Chinese army spokesman has stated, 
as cited by China Daily on Monday. 
The P-8A Poseidon anti-submarine 
patrol and reconnaissance aircraft 
flew through the strait separating 
mainland China and the self-gov-
erned island of Taiwan on Monday. 
A Chinese Su-27 took off and moni-
tored the American spy plane along 
its path. Senior Colonel Shi Yi, a 
spokesman for the PLA (People’s 
Liberation Army) Eastern Theater 
Command, said this maneuver “de-
liberately damaged the regional sit-
uation and jeopardized peace and 
stability” in the region. He added that 
the Chinese military was “on high 

alert to resolutely safeguard national 
sovereignty and territorial integrity.” 
The US forces in the region acknowl-
edged the maneuver. “The United 
States will continue to fly, sail, and 
operate anywhere international law 
allows including within the Taiwan 
Strait,” the 7th Fleet Command said 
in a statement. Taiwan’s Ministry of 
National Defense confirmed that they 
knew of the P-8A’s flight in a short of-
ficial statement on the same day, call-
ing the situation “normal.” (Agencies)

 China tells US to 
end lab leak ‘smears’ 

 US heading for  
‘national divorce’ –  
congresswoman 

BEIJING: Washington should stop po-
liticizing the origins of Covid-19 and 
“smearing” China with claims that 
the pandemic escaped from a labora-
tory, Foreign Ministry spokeswoman 
Mao Ning told reporters on Monday. 
“The origins-tracing of SARS-CoV-2 
is about science and should not be 
politicized,” Mao said, responding to 
AFP’s question about claims made in 
the American press. The Wall Street 
Journal reported on Sunday that the 
US Department of Energy had re-
viewed “new intelligence” suggesting 
that the virus behind Covid-19 did not 
originate in nature.  “China has always 
supported and participated in global 
science-based origins-tracing,” Mao 
told reporters. The “science-based, au-
thoritative conclusion reached by the 
experts of the WHO-China joint mis-
sion after field trips to the lab in Wu-
han and in-depth communication with 
researchers” was that the laboratory 
origin is “considered to be extremely 
unlikely,” she noted, adding that this 
conclusion “was accurately recorded 
in the mission’s report and has re-
ceived extensive recognition from the 
international community.” (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Republican firebrand 
Marjorie Taylor Greene has doubled 
down on her recent statement that she 
believes red and blue states in the US are 
hurtling towards a “national divorce,” 
but says she doesn’t want disagreements 
in the political ecosystem to incite anoth-
er civil war. Georgia Representative Tay-
lor Greene, a key ally of Donald Trump 
in his ‘America First’ and ‘MAGA’ move-
ments, proposed a separation of states 
by their political ideologies on February 
20, which marked President’s Day. She 
complained that “from the sick and 
disgusting woke culture issues shoved 
down our throats to the Democrat’s 
(sic) traitorous America Last policies, we 
are done.” Following backlash, Taylor 
Greene doubled down on the comments 
on Sunday, tweeting that Washington 
and the political world “are totally dis-
connected from real Americans and 
how they think [and] feel and they hate 
it when I’m right.” (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: A team of Custom 
Health Care Society, Pakistan has 
reached Turkiye for helping out the 
affectees of the devastating earth-
quake that claimed more than 50,000 
lives. The team is led by Federal Tax 
Ombudsman (FTO) Dr Asif Mah-
mood Jah, who also leads Custom 
Health Care Society of Pakistan, in-
formed Zia-ul-Haq Sarhadi, a lead-

ing businessman and honorary Me-
dia Coordinator of FTO for Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. In a press statement 
issued here on Monday, Sarhadi said 
the team of Custom Health Care So-
ciety has reached Adiyaman area of 
Turkiye. The team has also taken 
along with them around 1,000 boxes 
of relief goods which will be distrib-
uted among affectees. The relief box-

es contains essential goods, includ-
ing dry ration, warm clothes, socks 
and gloves, the statement added. 
The team of Customs Health Care 
Society has started relief activities in 
Adiyaman area of Turkiye. The team 
members have also distributed gift 
bags, emergency first aid kits and 
cash among the earthquake affected 
people, Zia added.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commissioner 
(DC) Mardan, Captain (Retd) Abdul 
Rehman presided over a monthly per-
formance review meeting of the dis-
trict-level departments on Monday. Be-
sides Town Municipal Officers (TMAs), 
the officers of health, education, agricul-
ture, C&W, population, social welfare, 

water management, local government, 
food, sports, livestock and other depart-
ments also attended the meeting. On 
this occasion, a weekly comprehensive 
report of the district-level departments 
on good governance, the Pakistan Citi-
zen Portal (PCP) and other departments 
was presented in the meeting. The dep-

uty commissioner informed the heads 
of district departments regarding clear-
cut directives issued by the office of the 
Chief Secretary Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and directed them to complete tasks for 
redressing public complaints lodged on 
PCP within the stipulated time period.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Bar 
Council on Monday announced protest 
not to appear in the courts on March 1, in 
order that since 2017 no elevation from Pe-
shawar High Court is made despite num-
ber of seats are vacant in the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan. According to a press 

release issued here that the vacant seats 
should be filled through elevation from 
Peshawar High Court due to the reasons 
that Pakistan is a federation and Supreme 
Court of Pakistan being the Apex consti-
tutional court of the federation must have 
proper representation of all the federating 

units. In case any constitutional and legal 
issue arises between the center and the 
federating units or among the different 
federating units then proper representa-
tion of people of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa is 
necessary in the Supreme Court of Paki-
stan to resolve that issue. (APP)
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Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 263.2 265.9

China Yuan 37.54 37.94

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 69.3 70

U.A.E Dirham 73.75 74.5

UK Pound 312.8 316

Euro 274.5 277.3

Australian Dollar 173 175.4

Canadian Dollar 192 194.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
192,110

Rs 
176,101

Rs 
168,096

Rs 
144,082

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
164,661

Rs 
150,939

Rs 
144,078

Rs 
123,496

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,466 Rs 15,093 Rs 14,407 Rs 12,349

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
466,828

Rs 
427,926

Rs 
408,475

Rs 
350,121

Rains with snow over hills forecast for KP

BRT launches new Zu Card for commuters

ADC holds awareness meeting with people on 
dengue prevention

Excise Police Station in Mardan foils drug  
smuggling attempt, arrests two accused

Women University Swabi ends age limit for admission

School Principal kills son, injures wife in firing incident

Khan Klub: An iconic building of Mughal era losing architecture, woodwork

PTI spokesperson claims victory in Rajanpur election  
as proof of party’s popularity

Power to remain suspended in Haripur,  
Mardan, Kohat

UoM, UPSC to remain close due to convocation

PESHAWAR: The Regional Meteo-
rological Center has forecast inter-
mittent rains with thunderstorms 
in most parts of the province from 
Tuesday evening with snow in hilly 
areas. It said that the intermittent 
rain would continue till March 2 

(Thursday) with isolated heavy hail-
storms. Meanwhile, rain, wind, and 
thunderstorms are likely to prevail 
during the next 24 hours at isolated 
places in upper KP while dry weath-
er would persist in other parts of the 
province.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The TransPeshawar 
on Monday introduced a new design 
for Zu Card which will be available 
at all BRT stations at the price of Rs. 
300. According to a spokesperson of 
TransPeshawar, the operator of the 
BRT service, the issuance of new 
cards would not affect the old cards 
and commuters can use them as usu-
al. The spokesman informed that the 
cost of the production of the card 

had increased due to the surge in the 
Dollar rate. Talking about the design 
of the card, the spokesman said the 
colour of the new card had been de-
signed green in line with the brand 
colour of Zu Peshawar. He said in the 
initial phase, 1.5 million Zu Cards 
were made, out of which 0.4 million 
were distributed free of charge, add-
ing about 1.5 million cards have been 
issued so far. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (ADC) Relief Muham-
mad Imran Khan on Monday visited 
dengue hotspot Union Council Su-
faid Dheri here and held awareness 
meetings with the local population 
regarding preventive measures. The 
ADC seeking the public cooperation 
said that dengue fever could only be 
prevented through support of the 
masses, adding that the district ad-
ministration was taking all precau-
tionary measures and public support 
was imperative to control the spread 
of dengue. He said that as per the 
directives of Deputy Commissioner 

Peshawar all the line departments 
had been activated to take timely 
measures to eliminate dengue mos-
quito larvae during the breeding 
season. He assured to resolve the 
problems of the locals pertaining to 
cleanliness, electricity and supply 
of pure drinking water without any 
delay. On the occasion the ADC took 
notice of a broken-down tube-well in 
the area and got it repaired and op-
erationalized and directed provision 
of water supply as per the schedule. 
He also directed WSSP to clear the 
blocked drains and sewerage lines in 
the area.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Excise Police Sta-
tion in Mardan conducted a success-
ful operation in Charsadda, resulting 
in the arrest of a passenger who was 
attempting to smuggle 114 grams 
of hashish and 1.2 grams of ice dis-
guised as chickpeas while en-route 
to Qatar through Islamabad Airport. 
The accused, Abdullah, was found 
with 1.2 grams of ice hidden in a 
secret compartment in his bag, and 
his passport and other documents 

were seized. Further investigations 
led to the arrest of Sher Khan, who 
was facilitating Abdullah’s attempt 
to smuggle drugs. Both accused are 
from the Khyber district. The Excise 
Spokesperson stated that raids are 
ongoing to apprehend other mem-
bers of the group involved in this il-
legal activity. He said that Excise Po-
lice Station in Mardan is committed 
to cracking down on drug smuggling 
and related crimes. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Women University 
Swabi has ended the maximum age 
limit for acquiring admission in any 
program of the university. Accord-
ing to an official communique issued 
here Monday, the Academic Council 
of the University has taken this bold 
decision with a view to encourage 
females of any ages to get admission 

in the university and continue their 
studies. The step was meant to en-
courage females’ education in the dis-
trict especially in the province where 
they suspend their studies due to ear-
ly marriages, financial constraints or 
certain obligations and later could not 
get admission due to minimum age 
requirement, it said.(APP)

PESHAWAR: In a tragic incident, 
Shah Jahan, the Principal of Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary school 
Kalam Swat, opened fire inside his 
house, killing his son and seriously 
injuring his wife in Pirsadi area of 
Takhtbhai, Mardan on Monday. Ac-
cording to reports, Shah Jahan, who 
was allegedly addicted to ice, took 
out a gun and started firing indis-

criminately, killing his son Babar and 
seriously injured his wife. Rescue 
1122 reached the spot and shifted 
the injured to THQ Takhtbhai and 
later to Mardan Medical Complex 
for medical treatment. The wife’s 
condition is reported to be critical, as 
per hospital sources. Meanwhile, the 
accused was arrested by the police.
(APP)

PESHAWAR: Khan Club, a histori-
cal building in Peshawar City con-
structed by Mughal rulers in 1800, 
has started losing its eye-catching 
ancient architecture and woodwork 
after it was converted into floor 
godwons and general stores for 
monetary gains. Located at Hastn-
agri bazaar near Balahisar fort and 
Chowk Yadgar, Khan Klub’s four-sto-
rey building built on five marla land 
was in shamble currently with no 
facilities for tourist and art lovers 
for which it was once famous far 
and has required immediate recon-
struction and conservation work be-
fore it falls. A visitor while passing 
on Ashraf road near Rampura gate 
would remain extremely disappoint-
ed after seeing the deteriorating bou-
tique-style primitive building with 
dust of floor, fodder and materials of 
daily use commodities everywhere. 
“Khan Klub is neither a hotel nor 
a guesthouse or Havalli, but it is a 
home of centuries-old civilization 
reflecting Mughal era architecture 
and traditional craftsmanship and its 
conservation was need of the hour 
being an identity of Peshawar,’ said 

Bakhtzada Khan, senior research 
officer KP archeology and museum 
department while talking to APP on 
Monday. “Khan Klub was the most 
preferred choice of foreign tourists 
and dignitaries for stay at Peshawar 
due to its peaceful environment, ar-
chitectural significance and close 
proximity with historical buildings 
including Balahisar fort, Mohabat 
Khan mosque and Qissa Khwani ba-
zaar,” he said. “Before 2,001, booking 
of a room was a herculean task for 
foreign tourists, ambassadors and 
missions, who stayed here due to 
its pleasant atmosphere, mouthwa-
tering cuisines, cultural music and 
closed location with other historical 
buildings including Qisa Khwani ba-
zaar, Ghanta Ghar, Mohabat Khan 
Mosque, Chowk Yadgar, Ghanta 
Ghar and Sethi House,” he said, add-
ing in its main halls were flooded with 
tourists where they enjoyed the tra-
ditional Peshawari music including 
‘Rubab with Tabla. The tourists ex-
plored the historical Chowk Yadgar 
monument constructed in 1892 after 
it was dedicated to General Hastings 
and were highly impressed by the 

historical Mahabat Khan mosque’s 
architecture built in 17th century 
by the Mughal Governor Mohabat 
Khan. Peshawar Museum, which is 
the lone museum of Ghandhara Art 
with complete life story of Lord Bhu-
dda housing around 30,000 artifacts 
and statues had drawn Ghandara art 
lovers and enjoyed the traditional 
Peshawari Qehwa at historical Qissa 
Khwani bazaar in the company of the 
international storey tellers. Besides 
cultural programs, he said the tour-
ists enjoyed local traditional music 
and taste of varieties of foods includ-
ing the mouthwatering Peshawari 
Palao, Qahwah (Green Tea), lemon 
grass tea with an aroma of jasmine , 
Bengal tea, Kerala coffee and darjeel-
ing spring bud at Qissa Khwani and 
returned back to Khan Klub for night 
stay. Bakht Zada said Khan Klub had 
been formally converted into a full 
fledged hotel by a local influential 
Inayatullah Khan with support of an 
Irish American Martin Jay Davis in 
1995 and has soon become the most 
ideal choice of foreign and domes-
tic tourists. The owners said they 
were ready to reserve its two upper 

storey for tourists if the provincial 
government provides financial sup-
port for its repair and renovation. 
The architecture and artwork of the 
historical building were badly affect-
ed by earthquakes, torrential rains 
and changing weather patterns and 
at least five to 10 million would be 
required for its complete renovation 
and conservation works. Its sophisti-
cated artwork on exterior and interi-
or designs besides its beautifully de-
signed balconies required immediate 
renovations before it collapsed. Its 
eight rooms with different colorful 
Names were totally different from 
one another. A room called the “Lapic 
Suite” consists of a large sitting room 
and bedroom artistically decorated 
with royal blue silk, damask and em-
broidered furnishings complimented 
by solid lazuli bowls and decorative 
tiles were centre of attraction of vis-
itors. This suite has an immediate 
excess to its past library containing 
books on the history and culture of 
the province especially of Peshawar 
and Khyber Pass. Another room is 
called “spinal’ with a fireplace in win-
ter, private balte-balcony. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Tehreek -e-In-
saf spokesperson Shoukat Yousafzai 
claimed that the party’s success in 
the recent Rajanpur bye-election was 
a indication of its popularity among 
the people. Addressing a press con-
ference, he also alleged that the 
caretaker government in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa was a PDM government, 
ministers making statements as if 
they had received millions of votes. 
Shoukat Yousafzai emphasized that 
the role of a caretaker government 

was not to engage in accountability 
but to ensure that elections were held 
in a free and fair manner. He also 
pointed out that Imran PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan had faced numerous le-
gal challenges, including terrorism 
charges, but remained committed to 
staying in the country. He expressed 
concern over the current state of af-
fairs in the country, including the ex-
odus of talented individuals and the 
posting and transfer of the caretaker 
government and bureaucracy.  (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Mon-
day issued power shutdown notices 
due to maintenance work. Power 
supply will remain suspended from 
66 KV Haripur Grid Station on Feb-
ruary 28 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Re-
sultantly, consumers of 11 KV Mir-
pur, Ali Khan, NRTC and Pak Astar 
feeders will face inconvenience. 
Power supply will also remain sus-
pended from the 132 KV Wah-Hari-
pur Transmission Line on February 
28 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. As a result, 
consumers of 66 KV Haripur and 
Havilian grid connected 11 KV feed-
ers will face inconvenience. Simi-
larly, the power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Mardan 
Grid Station on February 28 from 
9 a. m. to 3 p.m., inconveniencing 

consumers of 11 KV Shah Dhandh, 
Rural 2, Zando, Ghari Kapura, Col 
Jawad Khan Shaheed, and Tawas 
feeders. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Haripur 
Grid Station on February 28 from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Resultantly, consum-
ers of 11 KV Jabri, Panian 1,2,Kot 
1,2,3, Chamba, Zeb Pharma, PDC, 
Phosphate, KTS 1,2, Swabi Mera 
2, Town 1,2,3,4,SNK, Banyan, New 
Khan Pur, Baldher, RTC, T and T, 
Mirpur 1, TIP feeders will face in-
convenience. Whereas the power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Pindi Road Kohat Grid Sta-
tion on February 28 from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. Consequently, consumers of 
11 KV Bara, Alizai, PAF Base, City 4, 
Sleeper, TAPPI and PAF feeders will 
face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR:The University of Mal-
akand (UoM) and University Pub-
lic School and College will remain 
closed due to the 6th convocation 
to be held on February 28 (Tues-

day). All the hostels have been va-
cated with the approval of the Vice 
Chancellor of the university, said a 
notification issued here on Monday. 
(APP)
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The first two days of the Jail bharo (fill up jails) movement look to 
have resulted in a tepid response from both party workers and higher 
leadership alike. The first day in Lahore saw party workers success-
fully apprehended, but the second one in Peshawar ended up with a 
mini demonstration and little else. It is clear that no matter what party 
leadership claims, there have been questions on the efficacy of this 
strategy and whether it will really be committed to by those at the top 
such as Chairman Imran Khan. The former PM sought bail for cases 
against him right before the movement was launched, which indicates 
that PTI does not yet intend for its chairman to be apprehended. But 
even beyond that, there is a lack of clarity over what the movement 
aims at achieving. It is clear that this is an attempt to discredit cases 
against Imran Khan and other PTI leaders that could lead to poten-
tial incarcerations. If they manage to undermine the entire process 
in front of their support bases, the actual cases and their outcomes 
might not dent popularity as much. But whether this will work is still 
unclear. So far Imran Khan and PTI have been successful in retaining 
their core support base regardless of their narrative of accountability 
tarnished as a result of the cases during their government. But for 
everyone else, the movement to volunteer arrests is not likely to bring 
more votes to PTI. For the workers and leaders this is very much a fun 
activity to get involved in, but with little to show from this, it might 
quickly be abandoned as a flawed strategy.

Voluntary Arrests

EVEN after its independence from 
the Dogra rulers of Kashmir, Gilg-
it-Baltistan continues to struggle 
for its basic rights. GB’s compli-
cated political landscape is the out-
come of various factors, including 
its connection with the Kashmir 
issue, which has left the region in 
constitutional limbo. Its ambigu-
ous status and treatment by the 
Pakistani state have barred GB’s 
political development. The bureau-
cracy’s dominance, with powerful 
chief secretaries and others in key 
decision-making positions, has 
prevailed since the early years. Pa-
kistan, in 1947, sent a junior state 
official to Gilgit as the political 
agent. Armed with absolute power 
over institutions and departments, 
the political agent was in charge 
of the entire region. From 1947 to 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto’s landmark re-
forms introduced in the 1970s, the 
region has been ruled by the centre. 
In fact, Bhutto’s reforms strength-
ened the role of the bureaucracy, 
and till today, despite the 2009 
self-governance order, which aimed 
to transfer legislative powers to lo-
cally elected representatives, the 
pattern continues. The bureaucracy 
remains an all-powerful institution, 
with a greater say in GB’s adminis-
trative matters. Decisions are often 
made without proper consultation 
with local representatives, which 
has impeded the region’s develop-
ment and progress. There was some 
hope after the 2009 order that the 
powers would be transferred from 
the centre to the local assembly. 
However, it did not happen. Secre-
taries have supremacy in most mat-
ters. The vacuum created by the ab-
sence of local bodies has also been 

filled by the bureaucracy. Their 
officers are often seen performing 
the tasks of municipal departments 
(painting bridges, installing lights, 
beautifying roads, etc). Sometimes, 
their actions have led to tensions. 
One incident, in which an assistant 
commissioner of Gojal ordered a 
restaurant to be sealed, was filmed. 
Clips of the bureaucrat’s apparent 
rudeness and threatening tone af-
ter an exchange with the restaurant 
owner went viral. Due to local pro-
tests, the chief secretary ordered the 
restaurant to be unsealed. In recent 
years, additional districts with small 
populations have been created in 
GB, partly, it seems, to facilitate the 
bureaucracy. Appointing more as-
sistant and deputy commissioners, 
and district administration staff and 
paying their salaries, perks and al-
lowances increases the burden on 
the region’s already meagre budget. 
Basic facilities in most of the dis-
tricts remain absent. As a parallel 
and stronger administration is run 
by the bureaucracy from the centre, 
its involvement in the critical issue 
of land reforms in GB by organising 
a two-day conference was not a sur-
prise. Although the chief secretary 
announced the recommendations 
would be made public, the absence 
of local representatives from the 
deliberations has raised many an 
eyebrow. Lawyer Ehsan Ali, former 
president of GB’s Supreme Appel-
late Court Bar Association, termed 
it a weakness of the cabinet for not 
exercising its power. He said that the 
matter should have been discussed 
in the assembly. The secretaries, he 
pointed out, are “mostly from other 
parts of Pakistan and unaware of 
the historical and local customs of 

land distribution among individuals 
as well as villages”. The showcasing 
of GB as a region of peace, beauty 
and serenity by successive Paki-
stani governments contrasts starkly 
with the reality of people’s actual 
living conditions. The locals face a 
multitude of challenges that are hin-
dering their ability to live fulfilling 
lives. There is not a single gynaecol-
ogist in district Ghanche despite fre-
quent protests. Women in emergen-
cy cases have lost their lives when 
being transported from Ghanche to 
Skardu. Recent pictures of people 
carrying a sick woman on a stretch-
er from Darkut in snowy conditions 
to a nearby village in district Ghiz-
er for emergency treatment have 
shocked many. Widespread poverty, 
unemployment, inadequate access 
to basic services, such as health-
care, education and clean water are 
major challenges. Poor infrastruc-
ture, lack of proper roads, electric-
ity shortage and bad internet con-
nectivity hinder economic growth. 
Power outages for several hours 
at a stretch impact businesses and 
push the population to rely on for-
est wood for cooking and heating 
purposes. The people of GB deserve 
better. There is an urgent need to 
recognise that and to make sincere 
efforts towards addressing the chal-
lenges they face. The centre should 
work towards empowering local 
representatives and institutions, 
providing greater autonomy in local 
affairs and making decision-mak-
ing processes more inclusive. A nu-
anced approach to addressing the 
long-standing subject of political 
representation and integration is 
the need of the hour.
Courtesy: DAWN
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Bureaucracy’s rule
— By Sajjad Ahmad

SHAMEFUL incident of a girl being 
beaten by her fellow students at a so-
called haut monde school in Lahore 
remained a top story in news and its 
videos, a major trend on social media 
in the last couple of weeks. Just a few 
days later, a similar incident in other 
aristocratic schools in Defence Lahore 
erased the images of the Scarsdale 
School episode. As per instagram, a 
group of boys belonging to superla-
tive elite-class from ISL, Aitcheson and 
Learning Alliance raided LGS Phase-V 
and demanded to hand over a boy from 
that school due to a conflict which they 
had earlier in a café near their schools. 
They tried to assault the school guard 
and threw traffic cones over the walls of 
the school, one of which hit the school 
principal on her head. The boys from 
LGS Phase V created the same brawl 
outside ISL, the very next day. Some 
parents waiting to pick their kids in-
formed the police and a few boys were 
arrested. The events followed by the 
arrest concluded on the same end as 
Scarsdale School. In the same week a 
private school in Karachi came under 
limelight, when a teacher painted the 
face of a student with black ink for 
speaking Urdu in the school premis-
es. The story does not end here. The 
teacher further asked the co-students 
to ridicule that poor Urdu speaking girl, 
adding insult to injury. The intransigent 
response of school management is an-
other point to mention in this regard. 
This very instance blatantly indicates 
the value system, these so-called educa-
tional institutions or more appropriate-
ly business enterprises are giving to our 
children. The rampant drug culture that 

goes without checking, coupled with in-
difference of parents leaving their chil-
dren at the mercy of digital devices and 
violent online games instead of giving 
them quality family time has a lot to 
contribute in this regard. The question 
here is, if the parents and teachers are 
not responsible for inculcating ethical 
and moral values in their children, who 
else has the onus for it? A considerable 
number of Pakistani teenagers are ei-
ther victims or are perpetrators of phys-
ical or mental abuse in the schools and 
the rest are a witness. Yet, this has been 
a phenomenon in the schools of low-
er strata of population where poverty 
related problems cause stress and ag-
gression among the teens in the South 
Asian countries like Pakistan. However, 
the vehemence in the private schools is 
a newfound phenomenon or possibly, 
social media has facilitated its report-
ing. This growing violence and bully-
ing must send a shock wave among 
the parents of teenage children from 
upper middle class, studying in simi-
lar schools. This definitely is a cause of 
anxiety for those who have cut down 
on their luxuries as well as necessities 
to send their children to private schools 
in quest for better education in today’s 
competitive environment. Aggression 
and psychosocial maladjustments 
among adolescent boys is not a novel 
thing and is common all over the world 
though one cannot justify it. Yet, the in-
cident of Scarsdale school indicates that 
children of so-called elite schools, irre-
spective of gender, are heading towards 
afflictive emotions to an alarming scale. 
Violence among the juvenile students is 
the upcoming menace threatening the 

welfare and peace of our society. It is 
astounding that such incidents are on a 
rise constantly and the background sto-
ry of all these incidents and events that 
take place afterwards are all the more 
depressing as they all are related to the 
“powerful and unbeatable elite” of our 
society. The incidents mentioned above 
are just a tip of the iceberg. Yet, they 
blatantly indicate the culture of these 
institutions. The schools’ administra-
tion in all these cases managed to cover 
it up under “Adolescent Rage”. The girl 
in Scarsdale School was beaten up for 
good forty five minutes, the students 
around managed to make video clips 
but school management didn’t even 
dare to stop all that. This whole event 
speaks volumes about the support 
such children have at their back. This 
episode also reminds of the Shahrukh 
Jatoi case where he ended up killing a 
youngster. The recent acquittal given to 
him and the victory sign he made on 
his release is a sign of impunity enjoyed 
by this class. This calls for an urgent in-
tervention at state level without which 
substantial improvement cannot be 
expected. Mandatory drug testing as 
well as certified Anger Management 
programmes on a school-wide basis 
may be a first step to curtail this grow-
ing menace. Media has to play its role 
as well. The drama serial “Pinjra” being 
aired these days has highlighted similar 
issues. The writer of the serial deserves 
appreciation for bringing multiple such 
issues to the spotlight. Last but not the 
least, parents have to become more 
vigilant about the activities of their chil-
dren in and outside home.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Dynamics of reprehensible violence in private schools
— By Bushra Bashir

Pakistan has finally decided to stop 
becoming the progeny of the Mughal 
Empire (1526-1858), which perished 
under the weight of lavish spending 
around 160 years ago. Pakistan has 
learnt that it should be economical in 
its expenses. On February 22, Paki-
stan’s Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif 
held a press conference to announce 
austerity measures which his gov-
ernment would take to save Rs 200 
billion to meet the conditions of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), 
which would then issue the withheld 
tranche of $1.2 Billion to stimulate 
the country’s economy. The estimated 
amount of Rs 200 billion is in addition 
to Rs 170 billion which would be col-
lected through the recently introduced 
mini-budget to pacify the IMF. The life 
of the mini-budget will be at the end of 
June this year. Nevertheless, through 
the mini-budget Pakistan has fulfilled 
certain pre-conditions imposed by the 
IMF, but some are still left pending. The 
austerity measures which Mr Sharif 
intends to introduce revolve around 
five main points: reducing expenses of 
every government department by 15 
percent; curbing the buying and un-
necessary usage of vehicles; denying 
plots to government officials; serving 
one dish to guests; and establishing a 
single treasury account for the military 
audit. Besides, Sharif also announced 
that a committee would be formed to 
inform the cabinet about the ways the 
government lands can be sold to gener-
ate income. By any assessment, these 
measures are inadequate to meet the 
needs of the ongoing economic crisis. 
The IMF is demanding an immediate 
increase in direct taxes on those who 
are earning high salaries and enjoy-
ing concomitant benefits of perks and 
privileges. They can be taxed through 
deduction at source. In England, from 
the declared monthly salary of £2000, 
40 percent tax is deducted at source. 
That is, the employee receives £1200 
a month. Pakistan has to move in this 
direction. On the occasion, Sharif said 
that these austerity measures would 
be continued till the end of June this 
year. Sharif might have said so not to 
unnerve the audience, but the reality is 
that the end of June would not herald 
the end of the economic crisis. Cer-
tainly, neither will reliance on indirect 
taxes (or consumption taxes) nor will 
dependence on austerity measures go 
beyond a limit. On the other hand, the 
IMF is not interested in restructuring 
Pakistan’s debt. It means that Pakistan 
has to restructure its economy. It is un-
avoidable, especially for the long term 
health of the economy. For instance, 
Pakistan has to privatize certain state-

run entities which are incurring inces-
sant losses. Second, Pakistan has to 
reduce non-developmental expendi-
tures, including the defence budget, 
by 10 to 20 percent per annum to at 
least one third of the current spending. 
Third, Pakistan has to declare assets 
of government servants, both civil and 
military. No exception. Even judges 
of the judiciary have to declare their 
assets publicly. No one should hide 
one’s assets. No immunity; no sacred 
cows, where financial matters are con-
cerned. No institution can enjoy mo-
nopoly on national resources and na-
tional affairs. All institutions running 
on public money should be open to ac-
countability, both moral and financial. 
For this reason, the IMF also demands 
amendments in audits and account-
ability laws to enhance the confidence 
of taxpayers. These reforms are still 
pending. The declared austerity mea-
sures offer no substitute for them. The 
question is this: why should people 
pay taxes which would serve the pur-
pose of government servants, both 
civil and military (including judges 
as well), who would be privileged to 
hide their assets, and who would be 
beyond accountability? This is the ma-
jor question which prompts people to 
evade paying taxes. Without address-
ing this question, the tax recovery 
to meet any given target may not be 
possible. Pakistan has to do away with 
exemptions and exceptions. No sacred 
cows. All have to stand equal. On the 
occasion, when Sharif said that the 
austerity measures would be till June 
this year, he gave the impression that 
July would be different from June. One 
hope could be that July would help Pa-
kistan come out of the shackles of the 
IMF. This is not the case. The real pic-
ture of the budget would be apparent 
in July for the fiscal year 2023-2024, 
which would also be in the light of the 
IMF conditions. Pakistan will have to 
take the prop of the IMF in July as well. 
There has emerged an imbalance be-
tween the public and the private sector. 
After the reforms of 2002, the private 
sector expanded manifold. Conse-
quently, there emerged a competition 
between the traditional provider of 
employment (the government sector) 
and the private sector as the gener-
ator of new employment. Pakistan 
witnessed the time when government 
officers demanded (and in certain cas-
es, enhanced their own) salaries equal 
to those working in the private sector. 
Moreover, government officers tried to 
hog the areas where the private sector 
could perform.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

What Austerity Measures!
— By Dr Qaisar Rashid

Brazil’s democracy  
In a democratic country, when a leader 
is careless of his political capital takes 
tough decisions and brings prosperity, 
and unifies the country, democracy 
rewards him/her in form of gaining 
charge of the country again because 
it is by the people and for the people. 
However, something adversely hap-
pened in Brazil when De Silva Bolson-
aro known as Lula Brazil attacked by 
the angry masses. The following are 
the takeaways that have been taken 
from the attack. Firstly, despite bring-

ing prosperity to the country, Lula 
narrowly wins the election against his 
opponent who polarized, undermined 
economically Brazil, and attacked 
nature (the Amazon) which means 
that democracy is not delivering well. 
Secondly, the world’s most powerful 
democracy has been undermined by 
the recent political turmoil in Brazil 
because on 6 January 2021, Donald 
Trump’s supporters attacked the cap-
ital city and subverted law and order 
in the capital of the most powerful 
democracy, but those who attacked 

the world’s powerful democracy re-
mained untouched partially. While in 
Brazil, relatively to the US more peo-
ple have been brought into the realm 
of law. Lastly, the new year came up 
with a new breakthrough in develop-
ing countries such as Brazil still tech-
nology is not enough mature to couple 
it with democratic practices like the 
election and it gives an excuse to the 
opposing side to exploit its rival by 
blaming technology.
– Imad Ali
– Swat

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz’s spokesperson Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb said on Monday 
that the Senior Vice President of the 
party Maryam Nawaz Sharif will ar-
rive in Sahiwal on a two-day visit. In 
a statement, she said that Maryam 
Nawaz would chair and also address 

the party’s organizational convention 
and meeting during her two-day visit 
to the city. Local presidents and gen-
eral secretaries of the party, she said, 
would attend the meeting, aimed at 
reviewing the party’s organizational 
structure and performance. Maryam 
Nawaz will also meet the party’s social 

media team, women and youth wing 
officials, Marriyum said. It is worth 
mentioning that Maryam Nawaz had 
started the party’s nationwide organi-
zational tours on February 1. She has 
so far visited Bahawalpur, Multan, Ab-
bottabad, Rawalpindi and Sargodha 
divisions and Islamabad. (APP)

Modi regime dismisses three more Muslim  
employees in IIOJK

Khan should surrender first for ‘Jail Bharo’  
tehreek: Tahira Aurangzeb

Imran’s claim of caretakers’ partiality buried 
after Rajanpur  bye elections: Marriyum

One more infected with coronavirus in RWP

Balochistan CM condemns firing incident on 
coal miners in Harnai

Sherry Rehman demands Apex Court to constitute 
full court bench on issue Article 63

Rs  48.560 bln disbursed for various projects  
of NTDC/PEPCO so far

Old Bannu road project  to improve connectivity 
in local communities: NHA Official

Pakistan Armed Forces ever ready to defend 
motherland, take fight back to enemy

Lt Gen (retd) Amjad Shoaib arrested  
on incitement charges

Tragic accident prompts stricter compliance of 
maintenance certificate for public service vehicles

Pakistan a peace-loving country, wants to resolve all 
disputes through peaceful means: Senate chairman

ISLAMABAD: In Indian Illegally 
Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, the 
Modi-led fascist Indian regime had 
dismissed three more Muslim em-
ployees on the concocted charge 
of being involved in anti-India ac-
tivities. According to Kashmir Me-
dia Service, Manzoor Ahmad Itoo, 
Junior Engineer (Public Works De-
partment), Bandipore, Syed Saleem 
Andrabi, Orderly in Social Welfare 
Department, Handwara (Kupwara) 

and Mohammad Aurif Sheikh, 
Teacher in Government middle 
school, Mahore, Reasi are the em-
ployees against whom action has 
been taken. The Modi regime took 
the action under Article 311 of the 
Indian Constitution to remove these 
employees from their services. Arti-
cle 311 of the Constitution of India 
provides for the dismissal of a per-
son employed in civil capacities un-
der the Union or a State. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Member National As-
sembly and senior leader of Pakistan 
Muslim League- Nawaz (PML-N) 
Tahira Aurangzeb Monday asked 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf chairman 
Imran Khan should surrender first 
in ‘Jail Bharo’ Tehreek then support 
his party workers, especially the 
youth who are disappointed. She 
expressed these words while talking 
to ptv news channel on Monday. She 
said IK does not want to get arrest-
ed and had named the Jail Bharo 
movement after the party’s work-
ers, adding, PTI’s senior leadership 
is seeking bail from the courts and 
asking their supporters to get ar-
rested. Imran Khan’s only aim is to 

use the innocent youth workers for 
his conspiracy, she added. The ‘Jail 
Bharo Tehreek’ was a flopped circus 
show where PTI’s leaders and MPAs 
were seen taking pictures and vid-
eos inside the prison vans and when 
they saw the police were coming to 
arrest them, they ran away. MNA 
further warned that government 
will not allow those who attempt 
to hold the nation hostage for their 
personal gains. Replying to a ques-
tion, she said the PML-N workers’ 
convention has already started by 
Maryum Nawaz, adding, we are not 
afraid of elections and that her party 
is ready to contest elections and will 
win with a majority of seats.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb said on Monday that 
after the bye-elections in NA-193 
Rajanpur, Imran Khan’s claim of 
partiality of Punjab’s caretaker gov-
ernment has been buried. “Imran 
Khan’s accusation that the caretaker 
government cannot conduct trans-
parent and impartial elections was 
buried”, she said using her Twitter 
handle. The minister said it was a 
big success which Imran Khan has 
also acknowledged. She said in 

2018 elections PML-N had not field-
ed a candidate in NA-193 constitu-
ency. The minister said that yester-
day, for the first time, 53,000 voters 
cast their votes for the PML-N in 
this constituency and thanked party 
workers’ participation. Terming Im-
ran a Toshakhana thief, she said it 
was the habit of PTI they celebrate 
victory when they win but hold sit-
ins outside Election Commission 
of Pakistan’s office when they lose. 
She asked if Imran would still keep 
on pressurizing the courts.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: One more person was 
diagnosed with coronavirus during 
the last 24 hours, raising the district’s 
tally of confirmed cases to 47,764. 
As per the latest data released by 
the District Health Authority here on 
Monday, the infected cases included 
44,121 from Rawalpindi and 3,643 
from other districts. The report added 
that the new case had arrived from the 
Federal capital while one confirmed 
patient was quarantined at home. The 

report updated that 7,006,011 people, 
including 44,790 health workers, had 
received jabs against the lethal Coro-
navirus (COVID-19) across the dis-
trict since the vaccination drive was 
launched on March 10, 2021. District 
Health Authority added that during 
the last 24 hours,104 samples were 
collected, out of which 103 were de-
clared negative, while the positivity 
rate was recorded at 0.96 per cent.
(APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo on 
Monday strongly condemned the 
incident of firing on coal miners 
in Harnai Khost. He expressed his 
sorrow on the death of four miners 
and the injury of three others due to 
firing. He said that the incident was 
very sad, and the elements involved 
in such a despicable act deserve the 
harshest punishment, he said add-
ing that no religion and society in 
the world would allow taking oth-
ers’ lives. He directed concerned de-

partments that all resources should 
be utilized to arrest the elements 
involved in the worst incident of 
terrorism saying that the security 
in the mining areas should be tight-
ened more. He also instructed the 
Health Department to provide the 
best health facilities to the injured. 
The Chief Minister also expressed 
condolences and sympathy to the 
families of the miners. He said that 
the government would fully support 
the bereaved and prayed for early 
recovery of the injured.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Monday demanded that 
the Apex Court to constitute a full 
court bench on the issue of inter-
pretation of Article 63 to end the 
perception of “like-mindedness “. In 
a series of tweets, the federal min-
ister said after the suo moto notice 
regarding the elections in Punjab 
and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the eyes 
of the nation were fixed on the Su-
preme Court. The political parties in 

the coalition government were mak-
ing a legitimate demand from the 
honorable court to form a full court 
bench, Sherry Rehman said. Sena-
tor Rehman added that on the issue 
of interpretation of Article 63, the 
legitimate demand of a Full Court 
Bench was also rejected. The coun-
try’s jurists, political parties and 
ordinary citizens consider this deci-
sion controversial and tantamount 
to rewriting the constitution, Sherry 
added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The government has 
released a sum of Rs 48.560 billion 
for various projects of the National 
Transmission and Despatch Com-
pany (NTDC) and Pakistan Electric 
Supply Company (PEPCO) under 
the Annual Public Sector Develop-
ment Programme (PSDP) during 
the first six months of the current 
fiscal year 2022-23. According to the 
data of the Planning Commission, 
the government had allocated Rs 
42,983.26 million for various NTDC/
PEPCO projects with Rs 20,773.43 
million foreign aid component. A 
sum of Rs 42,566.29 million has 
been spent so far on various proj-
ects. A sum of Rs 35,120.25 million 
has been disbursed under foreign 
aid component till December 2022. 
The government had specified a 
sum of Rs 7500 million for the In-
terconnection of Makran Network, 
Rs 2,000 million for 220 kV Swabi 
Substation (NTDC), Rs 1,500 mil-
lion for 220/132kV GIS Substation 
Dhabiji (NTDC), Rs 1,200 million 
for 500 kV Allama Iqbal Industri-
al City, Rs 1000 million for 220kV 
Haripur Substation, Rs 750 million 
for ABC Cable for Peshawar, Ban-
nu Circle (PESCO), Rs 600 million 
for construction of 132 kV Grid 
Station (Khan Mehterzai), Rs 395 

million for electrification works at 
different villages of Chitral. For the 
new scheme, an amount of Rs 2,500 
million has been allocated for the 
electricity distribution efficiency im-
provement project, Rs 2,000 million 
for secondary Transmission Lines 
and Grid stations (HESCO), Rs 1500 
million for 220 kV Quaid-e-Azam 
Apparel and Business Park, and Rs 
500 million for construction of 2nd 
Circuit Stringing of 132 kV Trans-
mission Line (Jiwani to Gwadar). 
Similarly, a sum of Rs 14,085 million 
has been earmarked for the installa-
tion of 2,600 MW Coal Fired Power 
Project Jamshoro, Rs 7,600 million 
for evacuation of power from Suk-
ki Kinari, Rs 7,260 million for pro-
vision of 50KVA T/F & HT ‘Line for 
De’ Rs 3,360 million for evacuation 
of power from 2,160 MW Dasu 
HPP Stage-1, Rs 3,400 million for 
evacuation of power from Tarbela 
5th extension, Rs 2,500 million for 
power distribution enhancement 
investment programme-II, Rs 2,000 
million for up-gradation/extension 
of NTDC’s Telecommunication and 
SCADA System at NPCC, Rs 1,650 
million for 500 KV Islamabad West 
and Rs 3,000 million for evacuation 
of power from 1,224 MW wind pow-
er plants at Jhimpir. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
way Authority (NHA) is making 
steady progress on the Old Ban-
nu road project which is a crucial 
transportation road linking Bannu 
to Dera Ismail Khan in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. Talking to APP on Monday, 
an official of NHA said that progress 
has been made on the Old Bannu 
road which spans a distance of 84 
kilometres and is divided into three 
packages, adding that the first pack-
age, which covers the area near Sa-
rai Naurang, has already been com-
pleted and the remaining area, from 

Krapa to Bannu, has been divided 
into two additional packages. The 
official said that the Frontier Works 
Organization (FWO) has been con-
tracted to carry out the work on this 
project, and progress is being made 
at an impressive pace. He said that 
the Old Bannu road is an essential 
route that connects several major cit-
ies in KP and the completion of this 
project will not only improve trans-
portation infrastructure but also 
enhance connectivity for local com-
munities, boosting economic growth 
and development in the region.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Chairman Joint 
Chiefs of Staff Committee, (CJCSC) 
General Sahir Shamshad Mirza, Ser-
vices Chiefs and the armed forces of 
Pakistan paid tribute to resilience of 
the nation and resolve of the armed 
forces displayed during Operation 
Swift Retort. Director General In-
ter-Services Public Relations (DG 
ISPR), Major General Ahmed Sharif 
Chaudhry in a tweet on his official 
handle on Monday shared the com-
memorative message on the occasion 
of the fourth anniversary of Opera-

tion Swift Retor. The ISPR DG wrote 
under the pretext of the false flag Pul-
wama attack, India stage managed a 
cowardly attack on a fictitious target. 
The daring, resolute and measured 
response from Pakistan thwarted 
Indian nefarious designs. “Let this 
day be a reminder that while being a 
peace-loving nation, Pak AFs (armed 
forces) are ever ready, not only to de-
fend every inch of the motherland, 
but to take the fight back to the ene-
my, if ever, aggression is imposed on 
us,” he said.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police on 
Monday arrested Lieutenant General 
(retd) Amjad Shoaib on charges of 
allegedly inciting the public against 
national institutions. According to 
a police source, a team from the 
Ramna police station nabbed Am-
jad Shoaib from his residence in the 

Federal capital. A First Information 
Report (FIR) was registered against 
him on February 26 at the capital’s 
Ramna Police Station under Sections 
153A and 505 of the Pakistan Penal 
Code (PPC). The FIR was lodged on 
the complaint of Islamabad Magis-
trate Owais Khan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The National High-
ways and Motorway Police have in-
tensified their efforts to ensure the 
fitness of public service vehicles by 
making fitness certificates mandatory 
while travelling on motorways. Tak-
ing to APP here on Monday, an offi-
cial of National Highways and Motor-
way Police said that the decision was 
taken in a high-level meeting after a 
bus collided with three other vehicles 

in Kallar Kahar due to brake failure, 
resulting in 14 fatalities, 11 serious in-
juries, and 31 minor injuries. He said 
that to enforce this decision, the po-
lice have set up checkpoints along the 
motorway to check for maintenance 
certificates. He said that drivers of 
vehicles without the necessary docu-
mentation are being asked to get off 
the motorway until they can provide 
proof of maintenance. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Senate Chairman Mu-
hammad Sadiq Sanjrani Monday said 
Pakistan was a peace-loving country and 
wanted to resolve all disputes through 
peaceful means. In a message to the na-
tion and international community on the 
occasion of the anniversary of operation 
Swift Retort, he informed that it was 
launched by the Pakistan Air Force on 
February 27, 2019, in response to Indian 
intrusion into Pakistan’s airspace. The 
chairman said Pakistan was fully capable 

of defending itself and would not hesitate 
to respond to any aggression against its 
sovereignty. He reiterated that Pakistan 
would continue to strive for peace and sta-
bility in the region. “We hope that all na-
tions will work together to promote peace 
and security in the world,” he said adding, 
“We appreciate the bravery and courage 
displayed by the Pakistan Armed Forces 
during operation Swift Retort and their 
continued dedication towards safeguard-
ing our nation’s sovereignty. (APP)

Maryam Nawaz to address party’s organizational convention  
in Sahiwal today: Marriyum

Two markets, various 
shops sealed

Six people torture 
youth for relations

Two flour mills fined

Man killed over  
land dispute

ANF recovers over 69 
kg drugs; arrests nine

KOHAT: The district government 
ensuring strict implementation of 
the energy conservation policy of 
the Federal government on Monday 
sealed two main markets and various 
shops in the district. Following the 
directives of Deputy Commissioner 
Azmat ullah Wazir, the administra-
tive officer visited various markets 
and shops during the night and took 
strict action against shopkeepers 
for running business after the given 
time. The district administration also 
warned that strict action would be 
taken against violators. (APP)

MULTAN: In a grave humiliation of 
humanity, six people tortured and 
stripped a youth and made him bark 
like a dog to take revenge for alleged 
relations with their female cous-
in. According to City Police Station 
Alipur, the victim named Shehzad 
working as a salesman at local phar-
ma distribution went out for cash re-
covery from a medical store located 
on Karachi Road. In the meantime, 
all of the accused reached him on 
the way to gunpoint. They started 
committing the offense and shot vid-
eo as well on the inhumane incident 
before fleeing the scene. Police reg-
istered the case on the report of the 
victim’s father. SHO City Sajjad Hus-
nain Shah assured that the offenders 
would be brought to justice without 
delay. (APP)

SARGODHA: Two flour mills were 
fined for supplying less quantity 
of bags and less weight flour in the 
market here on Monday. According 
to the official sources,during a ongo-
ing crackdown against flour mills, a 
team head by District food Control-
ler Mudassar Javed checked record 
of various flour mills and found 
that Sargodha Food flour mill and 
Sardar flour mills located at Kabari 
bazaar were involved in violation at 
trucking points. The DFC Mudassar 
Javed imposed a fine of Rs 130,000 
to Sargodha Food Flour mill and Rs 
30,000 to Sardar Flour mills. All the 
resources were being ensured to pro-
vide subsided flour to the masses, he 
added. (APP)

MULTAN: Police said that one person 
was killed in firing over a land dis-
pute in the Basti Khodadad area. The 
murderer was identified as Muham-
mad Amir and his body was shifted to 
Nishtar hospital. The killer fled from 
the scene after the incident. The Po-
lice said that it has constituted teams 
to search for the accused. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) in five operations managed to 
recover over 69 kg drugs and arrested 
nine accused, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman here on Monday. He in-
formed that ANF conducted a raid near 
Islamabad Motorway and recovered 
56.4 kg charras and 8.4 kg opium from 
the possession of four accused resident 
of Sialkot. In another raid, ANF seized 
over 2.1 kg Ice drug from the posses-
sion of a Doha-bound passenger resi-
dent of Khyber, arrested at Islamabad 
International Airport, going on flight no 
QR-633. In third operation, ANF recov-
ered two kg heroin from the possession 
of an accused resident of Nowshera 
intercepted near Islamabad Motorway. 
The spokesman informed that in fourth 
operation, ANF conducted a raid near 
Burhan Toll Plaza and managed to re-
cover 500 grams Ice drug from the pos-
session of two accused. (APP)
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‘Cyber strength’ best tool to put Pakistan on fastest track  
of development: President

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Monday said besides convention-
al security, acquiring ‘cyber strength’ 
could put the country on the fastest 
track of stability and development. 
Addressing here at the 10th convoca-
tion ceremony of Air University, the 
president highlighted the need for the 
world’s fifth populous nation to gain 
knowledge in contemporary fields 
particularly artificial intelligence, 

cyberspace, and data-driven tech-
nology.  President Alvi said Pakistan 
had achieved professional prowess in 
traditional and conventional defence 
such as a nuclear deterrence, how-
ever, stressed that gaining a strong 
foothold in cyberspace was also vital 
for survival. He pointed out that in 
the last year’s global cyber ranking, 
Pakistan was placed nowhere on the 
list. The situation, he said, demand-

ed an overhaul in choices of career 
pathways besides a major shift in the 
retrogressive mindset. He said cyber 
knowledge was one of the best tools 
to equip the country’s big youth bulge 
with contemporary skills. He men-
tioned that a huge quantum of data 
based on pattern recognition was 
available in the world that needed the 
skill of artificial intelligence to quanti-
fy and analyze it. (APP)

Aiming for peace, mindful about defence: PM

8,647 graduates get training in freelancing centers

Govt to divert ample resources for youth  
emancipation: PM

Overseas Minister Turi express sorrow over boat 
sinking incident in Italy

Multan division divided into 10219 blocks 
for digital census

Sukkur administration plans for tree plantation

Railways to complete rehabilitation work on 
Quetta-Bostan track soon

Pakistan’s first Artificial Intelligence Summit concluded

PBM brings about positive change through 
life-changing initiatives

DC for successful completion of population census

FGEHA to launch residential projects in eight cities

Zero Discrimination Day to be marked on March 1

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sheh-
baz Sharif on Monday said Pakistan 
was committed to ensuring peace 
with all countries, however, was mind-
ful of securing its frontiers. “While we 
aim for peace with all, we are mind-
ful of our duty to defend the country,” 
he said in a tweet as the nation cel-
ebrated the ‘Surprise Day’. The day 
marked the fourth anniversary to pay 
tribute to Pakistan Air Force (PAF) for 
downing two Indian fighter jets for 
violating the country’s airspace. One 
of the Indian pilots was captured but 
was later handed over to New Delhi 
as a gesture of peace. The prime min-

ister said, “Today the nation pays rich 
tribute to PAF for a befitting response 
to the Indian violation of Pakistan’s 
air space on the pretext of false flag 
Pulwama attack.” He stressed that 
Pakistan was ‘mindful’ of its defence 
and said, “Let no one make any mis-
take about it.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: About 20 training 
centers were established across the 
country under the National Free-
lance Training Program, initiated 
and funded by the Ministry of In-
formation Technology. As many 
as 8,647 graduates were trained 
through International standard IT 
courses and these students contrib-
uted to the country’s economy by 
earning $23 million through free-
lancing after training, said an official 
of the Ministry of IT. He said, during 
the year 2022, around 1,638 new IT 
companies got registered with Paki-
stan Software Export Board, while 
761 call centers and 1,463 freelanc-

ers were also registered with the 
PSEB. He said the ministry was also 
establishing specialized incubation 
centers in agriculture and textile, 
aerospace technologies, gaming and 
animation to create more business-
es in these areas and boost exports. 
For the provision of early-stage in-
vestment, he said Ignite was starting 
an accelerator program so that ear-
ly-age startups can sustain their busi-
nesses. Ignite is collaborating with 
international partners like Plug & 
Play, orbit, DMZ , 500 global and hub 
71 so that the local startup ecosys-
tem can be exposed to international 
investors. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Monday said the 
government had decided to divert 
ample resources to youth to help 
them become self-sufficient and con-
tribute towards the development of 
the country. In his video message on 
‘Youth Week’ which will be marked 
across the country, the prime min-
ister said an inclusive approach 
would be extended to the youth in 
order to mainstream them. Shehbaz 
Sharif mentioned that the govern-
ment had declared 2023 as the year 

of the youth, where several projects 
aimed at their emancipation would 
be launched. He said events would 
be held across the country to en-
courage the participation of youth 
comprising 68 percent of the pop-
ulation. He said laptops would be 
distributed among the distinguished 
youth and students. The prime min-
ister recalled that his party launched 
various projects for the youth in last 
10 years including the Punjab Edu-
cation Endowment Fund, soft loans, 
and scholarships. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development Sajid Hussain 
Turi on Monday expressed his deep 
sorrow and grief over the boat sink-
ing incident in Italy wherein 40 Pa-
kistanis lost their lives. The minister 
said that such types of incidents were 
increasing and precious lives of illegal 
immigrants were being lost in these 
painful incidents. He said that human 
traffickers were misleading the youth 
with false dreams, adding, so far, thou-
sands of Pakistani youth had lost their 
lives while going to European coun-
tries in search of a better life. The min-

ister revealed that through a joint ven-
ture, the Ministry of Interior and the 
Ministry of Overseas Pakistanis both 
will prepare a comprehensive policy 
for strict legal action against human 
traffickers. Turi urged that passports 
and Computerised National Identity 
Cards (CNICs) of human traffickers 
should be cancelled and their bank 
accounts should be frozen. Interpol 
should be contacted to arrest the hu-
man beings involved in this heinous 
crime from foreign countries and due 
to human trafficking, precious lives 
are being lost and Pakistan is being 
defamed.(APP)

MULTAN: The first digital and sev-
enth national census campaign will 
commence from the first of March 
as exactly 10219 blocks have been 
introduced in the Multan division for 
the purpose. This was disclosed in 
a meeting chaired by Commission-
er Multan division Aamir Khattak 
here on Monday. The national cen-
sus campaign will continue for one 
month. The officials informed that 
Rs 34 billion had been earmarked 
for the countrywide census. This will 
be a paperless census and facilities 

like geotagging will be used. Com-
missioner Aamir Khattak stated that 
the key role of technology could not 
be denied in the ongoing era. The 
census has a key role in determin-
ing the future needs of the country’s 
population. It is an important tool 
for planning. A security officer will 
be accompanied by the enumerator 
team. About security, Regional Police 
Officer Capt Retd Sohail Chaudhary 
informed that more than 5000 police 
officials would perform duties in the 
division. (APP)

SUKKUR: The administrator visited 
different areas and inspected sani-
tary conditions to ensure the supply 
of all civic amenities for the residents 
of Sukkur on Monday. Speaking on 
the occasion, he said that there is a 
need to work actively to ensure the 
provision of civic facilities to the 
masses. The Administrator also di-
rected the officials concerned to en-
sure cleanliness and utilize all avail-
able resources to maintain a neat 
and healthy environment. He further 
told that the municipal administra-

tion was organizing different pro-
grammes to sensitize the citizens to 
plant trees to turn Sukkur city into a 
green town. The administration has 
prepared a proper plan which was 
being implemented in the first week 
of March he added. He said that the 
administration would launch a dis-
trict-wide drive to plant 10 thousand 
trees during 2023 to counter the chal-
lenges of global warming and defor-
estation, adding that everyone must 
take part in the campaign to combat 
global warming. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Railways was 
putting maximum efforts to compete 
rehabilitation work of 33.50-kilometer 
track ‘through sleeper renewal’ be-
tween Quetta-Bostan and Quetta-Cha-
man section shortly. “The track will 
not only facilitate the passengers, small 
businessmen, but also connect three 
major cities of the province,” an official 
source in the Ministry of Railways told 
APP. He said railway network in Baluch-
istan province mainly consisted of Quet-
ta Division having Dera Allah Yar Si-

bi-Quetta, Quetta-Chaman, Sibi-Khost, 
Spezend-Dalbandin-Taftan and Bos-
tan-Zhob which were closed for the last 
15 years. The source said there were two 
passenger trains namely Jaffer Express 
(40Up, 39 Down) and Chaman Passen-
ger (349Up, 350 Down) operating in 
Balochistan while no stations had been 
closed during the last 15 years in Quet-
ta division. He said the overall length 
of the railway track in Balochistan was 
1470.36 kilometer including the closed 
Bostan-Zhob section. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s first Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI) Summit orga-
nized by a leading end-to-end digital 
services company 10Pearls conclud-
ed at the Pak-China Friendship Cen-
ter here Monday. The event was a 
massive success, with more than 
1500 registrations, comprising pro-
fessionals, students, enthusiasts and 
entrepreneurs. The AI Summit, first 

launched in 2019, aims to ‘explore 
the transformative world of AI’, 
share the latest developments in AI, 
recognize innovations by emerging 
AI entrepreneurs, power conversa-
tions with leading international and 
local AI experts, and provide hands-
on knowledge about various AI 
tools, technologies, and techniques. 
The 2023 edition of AI Summit, held 

at the ITCN Asia, featured 30-plus 
eminent speakers who conducted 
enlightening tech talks, stimulat-
ing panel discussions, and engag-
ing fireside chats. The Summit also 
hosted hands-on workshops and 
showcased demos of new innova-
tions by emerging AI start-ups. Sye-
da Sana Hussain, Senior Director of 
People and Programs. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal 
(PBM) is making all possible efforts 
to address issues pertaining to a 
socio-economic imbalance with its 
life-changing humanitarian and so-
cial protection initiatives at nation-
al, provincial, divisional, and district 
levels. The PBM has been signifi-
cantly contributing towards poverty 
alleviation through its various pro-
poor services by helping the desti-
tute, widows, orphans, invalid, in-
firm and other needy persons since 
its establishment in 1991 through 
the Act of Parliament. The institu-
tion revolutionized lives of millions 
of people by improving their social 
order through different initiatives 
in various areas from health to ed-
ucation and other various forms of 
assistance. Hafeez Ahmad, a bene-
ficiary of PBM hailed from Attock 
while describing his ailment, told 
APP that at the age of 21 he was 
diagnosed with kidney failure. Due 

to poor financial circumstances and 
lack of medical insurance, he was 
getting delayed in medical treat-
ment. However, the PBM took re-
sponsibility by providing financial 
assistance that enabled him to get 
the dialysis done. “Thanks to the 
PBM and the government who had 
established such institutions that 
serve the ailing humanity during 
their testing times when people were 
being faced with inflation,” he add-
ed. Madeeha, another beneficiary 
said, “Being a child, it was not easy 
for me to continue my studies as 
my father passed away in 2020 and 
my mother had to face tremendous 
challenges to make us successful in 
our lives. Without the help of Paki-
stan Bait-ul-Mal scholarships, I was 
unable to complete my education in 
any way. Now I am doing my PhD 
and PBM awarded me scholarships 
in Masters (MSC) and MS also,” she 
added. (APP)

KOHAT: Deputy Commissioner Az-
matullah Wazir here on Monday 
chaired a meeting of the line depart-
ments to review the arrangements 
and measures for 7th population 
and housing census in the district. 
He issued necessary directives to 
the concerned quarters to ensure 
inclusion of all in the census and 
make it successful so that all pos-

sible facilities could be provided to 
the people as per the population. He 
said the government has launched 
digital census self-enumeration for 
the first time with a view to give an 
option to every individual to count 
him or herself in the census and for 
the purpose involvement of each 
and every individual in the process 
is a must. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Federal Govern-
ment Employees Housing Authority 
(FGEHA) will shortly start new resi-
dential projects in eight major cities 
of the country to provide housing to 
government employees and general 
public. “The authority has already 
received several applications from 
land owners, companies and firms 
interested in the mega projects,” 
sources in the FGEHA told APP. 
They said the applications were in-
vited from land owners, developers, 
firms and eligible individuals for the 
supply of land for housing schemes 
(plots, houses and apartments) proj-

ects in major cities of the country. 
The procedure for applications and 
selection was being followed as per 
Joint Venture Regulations 2020, they 
added. They said the authority was 
planning to launch new residential 
projects in eight major cities of the 
country, including the twin cities 
Rawalpindi and Islamabad. Other 
cities are Lahore, Peshawar, Quet-
ta, Multan, Faisalabad and Karachi. 
“The new housing projects will be 
started for federal government em-
ployees and the general public on 
the basis of a joint venture,” they 
added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: International Zero Dis-
crimination Day will be marked on 
March 1(Wednesday) across the globe 
including Pakistan that promotes di-
versity and recognizes that everyone 
counts. Organizations like the United 
Nations (UN) actively promote the day 
with various activities to celebrate ev-
eryone’s right to live a full life with dig-
nity regardless of age, gender, national-
ity, ethnicity, skin color, height, weight, 
profession, education, and beliefs. 
Many countries have laws against dis-
crimination but it’s still a problem in all 
layers of society in every country in the 

world. Many countries have and still 
use discrimination as a way of govern-
ing. The symbol for Zero Discrimina-
tion Day is the butterfly, widely used by 
people to share their stories and pho-
tos as a way to end discrimination and 
work towards positive transformation. 
The UN first celebrated Zero Discrimi-
nation Day on March 1, 2014, after UN-
AIDS, a UN program on human immu-
nodeficiency virus (HIV) and Acquired 
Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS), 
launched its Zero Discrimination Cam-
paign on World AIDS Day in December 
2013. (APP)

Four injure after passenger 
van overturns

IRSA releases 97,200 
cusecs water

19 criminals arrested

Police foil bid to smuggle 
huge cache of arms

MUZAFFARGARH: A juvenile along 
with four women were injured when 
the passenger van overturned in an 
attempt of protecting a motorbike 
ahead at Muzaffargarh-Jitoi road. 
According to the rescue control 
room, Muhammad Yunis, 12, son of 
Abdil Qadir, Kalsoom Bibi, 50, wife 
of Abdur Rehman, Bichu Mai, 55, 
wife of Abdul Ghaffar and Faizan 
Mai, 60, wife of Ghulam Haider were 
wounded. Two ambulances were 
moved each from Sher Sultan and 
Jitoi and shifted the victims at the 
THQ hospital. The police station of 
the concerned jurisdiction was in-
formed subsequently, added the res-
cuer. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Monday re-
leased 97,200 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with an inflow 
of 54,600 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1460.96 feet and was 62.96 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam were recorded as 15,000 cusecs 
while outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1112.60 feet, which was 
62.60 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water were recorded 17,400 cusecs 
and 25,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 58,900, 41,400, 30,400 and 7,200 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 13,500 cusecs 
of water was released at Nowshera 
and 2,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.(APP)

SARGODHA: Police on Monday 
arrested nineteen criminals and 
recovered narcotics and weapons 
from their possession. In a crack-
down against criminals, the teams 
of different police stations conduct-
ed raids and nabbed 16 accused and 
recovered 105 liters liquor, 500 gram 
hashish, 5 guns of 12 bore and 4 pis-
tols of 30 bore from them. Shahpur 
police team arrested three gamblers 
Sajjad, Kamran and Asif red-handed-
while gambling on cock-fight and re-
covered stake money from their pos-
session. Cases have been registered 
against the accused.(APP)

KOHAT: The district police during 
an intelligence-based operation 
on Monday foiled a bid to smuggle 
a huge cache of arms to different 
southern districts of the province. 
According to the office of the DPO, 
DSP headquarters Shahid Adnan 
along with SHO Jangal Khel Mu-
hammad Khan and his team inter-
cepted a truck loaded with 180 guns 
on Gulshan Abad Checkpost. During 
the check, the police found 180 guns 
with assemblies and arrested an ac-
cused Samiullah resident of Pesha-
war from the spot. (APP)
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Pfizer in talks to buy cancer-focused Seagen

Saudi-Croatian business council to be established  
to boost economic cooperation

Bitcoin’s fizzling rally holds warning for investors

Patients’ spending scrutiny hurts medical tourism

Airbus sees Australia, Pacific nations buying 920 jets in next 20 years

Netflix launches creative producer training program in Saudi Arabia

Russia boosts oil exports to China – Bloomberg

Britain and EU may finalize crucial Brexit issue

NEW YORK: Pfizer Inc is in early 
talks to acquire drugmaker Seagen 
Inc, the Wall Street Journal report-
ed late on Sunday, citing people fa-
miliar with the matter. Seagen has a 
market value of some US$30 billion 
and would be expected to command 
a premium over that, the report said, 

adding that the deal talks are in pre-
liminary stages. Pfizer declined to 
comment on the report, while Se-
agen did not immediately respond 

to Reuters request for a comment. 
Seagen was in advanced talks last 
year to be acquired by Merck, in a 
deal that would have been worth 
US$40 billion or more, the Journal 
reported at the time, but the two 
sides failed to reach an agreement. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: A joint Saudi-Croatian busi-
ness council is on track to be estab-
lished in an attempt to tap new areas 
of economic cooperation between 
the two countries, Saudi Press Agen-
cy reported. To be recognized under 
the Federation of Saudi Chambers 
umbrella, the new business council 
will also be concerned with financing 
continuous interaction between the 
business sectors of both countries. 
The decision came during a meeting 

involving the former President of 
Croatia, Colinda Grabar, and her ac-
companying delegation, with Saudi 
business owners at the headquarters 
of the Federation of Saudi Cham-
bers in Riyadh. During the meeting, 
Grabar expressed her country’s de-
sire to sign an economic cooperation 
agreement with the Kingdom to ex-
pand the areas of trade and invest-
ment cooperation. Under the terms 
of the new agreement, both countries 

will work hand in hand to explore the 
prospects for partnership between 
the two countries as well as the op-
portunities available in the sectors of 
renewable energy, transport, infra-
structure, tourism, and real estate. 
To support this, the former president 
called for greater participation be-
tween Saudi and Croatian firms in 
a way that contributes to raising the 
level of economic relations between 
the two countries. (Agencies)

HONG KONG: Bitcoin’s subsiding 
two-month rally contains a warning 
for investors if history is any guide. 
The February jump in the largest 
digital token has withered to about 
2% and pales compared to Janu-
ary’s 39% surge, data compiled by 
Bloomberg show. There have been 
five similar instances since the pan-
demic low in 2020 when Bitcoin 
climbed over two straight months 
but with a smaller gain in the sec-
ond stanza. It retreated in the third 

month in four of those cases, posting 
an average loss of 5.8%. The only ex-
ception was a period through Febru-
ary 2021, when the token was in the 
midst of a powerful bull run. Bitcoin 

ended in the red Sunday for the third 
week in four, hurt by the prospect 
of higher-for-longer interest rates to 
damp inflation. A regulatory clamp-
down in the US after the collapse of 
the FTX exchange is also squeezing 
the sector. “It’s not surprising the 
market saw some correction” last 
week, wrote Noelle Acheson, au-
thor of the “Crypto Is Macro Now” 
newsletter, who cited in part dollar 
strength amid bets on higher bor-
rowing costs. (Agencies)

BUDAPEST: Attila Knott has an 
empty dental hospital in Hungary. 
The foreigners with bad teeth he was 
counting on never arrived, deterred 
first by Covid-19 and now by a cost-
of-living crisis that has left the med-
ical tourism industry struggling to 
recover even after the lifting of pan-
demic travel restrictions. “People are 
more cautious,” Knott told Reuters, 
staring at the empty building across 
the street from his existing Kreativ 
Dental clinic. “They think twice 

about spending big money all at once 
on something like dental treatment.” 
The businessman had aimed to open 
the new facility in March 2020 to 
serve more patients seeking proce-

dures in Hungary for a cheaper price 
than at home. Now, with patient 
numbers having halved from around 
600 a month before Covid struck, 
he is thinking of branching out into 
colonoscopies and knee replace-
ments. For years, travelling abroad 
to clinics in countries like Hungary 
and Turkey has been an option for 
British and North American patients 
who face long waits, high costs or 
both for dental and medical proce-
dures at home. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Airbus SE expects the Pa-
cific region — Australia, New Zealand 
and neighbouring nations — to take 
delivery of 920 planes in the next 20 
years, underscoring a fast revival in 
travel following the pandemic. The de-
mand includes about 750 single-aisle 
jets, like the best-selling A320 family of 
aircraft, and about 170 bigger planes, 
Airbus said in a statement Monday. 
More than half of those aircraft will be 
for growth, while the rest will replace 
existing and ageing planes. Air travel 

has bounced back stronger than ex-
pected by most airlines and airports 
after Covid shattered the industry, with 
companies increasingly allowing exec-
utives to fly for meetings and the gen-

eral public making trips which were 
out of reach for years. “We are seeing a 
surge in travel demand and an increase 
in flights to and from key destinations,” 
said Stephen Forshaw, Airbus’s chief 
representative for Australia, New Zea-
land and the Pacific. The Pacific region 
has 170 Airbus aircraft currently in ser-
vice with airlines in Australia, Fiji, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, and the Solo-
mon Islands, and another 166 aircraft 
are currently on order in that region, he 
said. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Online streaming giant Net-
flix has launched a creative producer 
training program in Saudi Arabia in a 
further boost to the Kingdom’s enter-
tainment industry. According to a press 
release, Netflix will help upskill 15 
professional Saudi television creative 
producers through this seven-week 
program. The program is available via 
the University of Southern California 
School of Cinematic Arts and will take 

participants through the process of 
creating, forming, and executing a TV 
pitch, pilot script, and writers’ room led 

by award-winning writer and producer 
Jason Shuman.  The program kicked 
off with an intensive three-day, in-per-
son training session in Riyadh cover-
ing the full range of skills required to 
develop television shows.  “The entire 
program was beautifully put together. 
I was thoroughly impressed with the 
passion and professionalism of both 
the Netflix and SCA team,” said Shu-
man.  (Agencies)

MOSCOW: China has further in-
creased purchases of Russian oil in 
January, Bloomberg reported this 
week, citing data intelligence firm 
Kpler. According to the report, Bei-
jing imported an average of 1.66 
million barrels of crude and fuel oil 
from Russia daily in January, which 
is more than the previous record set 
in April 2020. Kpler data showed 
that China bought the entire monthly 

loading of Russian ESPO grade oil, 
as well as Arctic grades and flagship 
Urals grade oil. China has been com-

peting with India as the biggest buy-
er of Russian crude after the conflict 
in Ukraine and Western sanctions 
that followed forced Moscow to look 
for new buyers by offering heavy dis-
counts on its fuel. The EU and the 
UK banned imports of Russian crude 
in December, and at the same time 
the EU and G7 countries imposed a 
price cap on seaborne Russian crude. 
(Agencies)

LONDON: British Prime Minister Ri-
shi Sunak and European Commission 
President Ursula von der Leyen will 
meet in the UK on Monday for final 
talks on a deal to resolve the Northern 
Ireland Protocol, which is part of the 
Brexit deal on trade rules for the re-
gion. In a joint statement on Sunday, 
Sunak and von der Leyen said they 
had “agreed to continue their work 
in person towards shared, practical 
solutions for the range of complex 

challenges around the protocol on 
Ireland and Northern Ireland.” Under 
the terms of the protocol agreed by 
former prime minister Boris Johnson, 
Northern Ireland – which is part of 
the UK – will be inside the EU’s single 
market for goods. That means prod-
ucts arriving into Northern Ireland 
from the rest of the UK are subject 
to checks and controls. Northern Ire-
land has a land border with the Re-
public of Ireland, which remains part 

of the EU. Before Brexit, it was easy 
to transport goods across this bor-
der because both sides followed the 
same EU rules. All this has led to po-
litical instability in Northern Ireland 
after the Democratic Unionist Party 
(DUP) withdrew from the Stormont 
Assembly in protest at checks on ar-
riving goods. It also disagreed with 
the continuing role of the European 
Court of Justice (ECJ) in the region. 
(Agencies)

Amazon leads US tech giants in patent applications

Toyota’s global sales fell, even as production grew

Adani’s Asia tour seeks to win back debt investors’ faith

Nissan speeds up EV transition plans with new targets

Industrial sector behind China’s uneven recovery

Qualcomm to power satellite tech  
in Chinese smartphones

TOKYO: Amazon has filed the most 
patent applications for next-genera-
tion vehicle driving technology among 
five major US tech giants over the 
past two decades, a Nikkei survey 
found. The e-commerce giant’s ac-
quisition of a tech startup has led to 
a surge in patent filings in the area of 
self-driving, in which Google is strong. 
Competitiveness in next-generation 
driving technologies is determined 
by artificial intelligence and other in-
tellectual properties, not the scale of 
production. The emergence of tech 
giants in the field will change the na-
ture of competition and cooperation 
in the auto industry. The development 
of next-generation driving technolo-
gies is impossible without the use of 
new CASE (connected, autonomous, 

shared and electric) technologies. In-
tellectual assets of this kind were a 
focal point in negotiations wrapped 
up in early February between Nissan 
Motor and Renault to change their 
capital relationship. Renault decided 
to join hands with Google in the field. 
Tech giants and major automakers are 
coming closer than ever to each other. 
Apple, for example, has called on car-
makers to adopt its proprietary soft-
ware. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Toyota Motor Corp saw a 
slight drop in global sales in Janu-
ary due to lingering effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic and a chronic 
shortage of semiconductors for au-
tomobiles, the Japanese automak-
er said. Sales, including Daihatsu 
Motor Co and Hino Motors Ltd, fell 
3.6% from a year earlier to 795,847 
vehicles, while production rose 8.4% 
to 819,727 units, the world’s No 1 au-
tomaker said Monday. The shortages 
were worse a year ago, resulting in 
an output increase last month, Toy-
ota added. The numbers come about 
a month before Lexus chief Koji Sato 
is set to take over as Toyota’s chief 
executive officer in April, as produc-
tion recovers from pandemic lock-

downs, supply chain issues and a 
stubborn component shortage. Last 
week, the company announced its 
biggest wage hikes in two decades, 
meeting union demands quickly and 
in full for the third year in a row. 
Domestic sales and production rose 
year-on-year for the third month 
in a row, with Japan sales climbing 
18% to 186,998 units, Toyota said.  
(Agencies)

NEW DELHI: The Adani Group is 
kicking off a charm offensive with 
fixed-income investors in Asia this 
week in a bid to stem the fallout from 
short-seller Hindenburg Research’s 
allegations of accounting fraud and 
stock manipulation. About a dozen 
global banks will help host the inves-
tor meetings at Singapore’s Capitol 
Kempinski hotel Monday. The con-
glomerate backed by billionaire Gau-
tam Adani will then hold meetings in 
Hong Kong at the Barclays Plc office 
on Tuesday and Wednesday. Due 
to attend are group chief financial 
officer Jugeshinder Singh and cor-
porate finance head Anupam Misra. 
Adani’s ports-to-power empire is 
seeking to shore up support after US-

based Hindenburg Research in Janu-
ary alleged malfeasance, wiping near-
ly US$150 billion off its stock market 
valuation. Adani Group has repeated-
ly denied those claims. Bonds issued 
by the group also plummeted, with 
the price of Adani Ports & Special 
Economic Zone Ltd’s 2029 notes tum-
bling to a low of 72 cents on the dol-
lar on Feb 2 before recovering more 
recently to about 78 cents. A num-
ber of group firms face dollar debt 
repayments by the end of next year.  
(Agencies)

TOKYO: Nissan Motor Co is accel-
erating efforts to electrify its car 
models in Europe and Japan, as a 
growing list of nations impose dead-
lines to phase out gasoline-powered 
cars and competition mounts from 
domestic and overseas rivals. The 
Japanese carmaker now expects 
98% of its sales in Europe to be hy-
brid or fully electric in fiscal 2026, 
up from its prior target of 75% set 
in November 2021, the Yokoha-
ma-based company said in a state-
ment Monday. For its home market, 
it anticipates 58% electrified vehicle 

sales, up from 55%. Nissan, which 
released the Leaf — the world’s first 
mass-produced battery electric ve-
hicle — in 2010, is now seeking to 
catch up with Tesla Inc in the US 
and Volkswagen AG in Europe. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s economy rebound-
ed in February after the long holi-
day, although early indicators point 
to an uneven recovery with strong 
consumption following the scrap-
ping of Covid rules but lagging in-
dustrial activity. That’s according 
to Bloomberg’s aggregate index of 
eight early indicators, which showed 
growth momentum this month main-
tained the pace seen in January, with 
the overall gauge staying unchanged 
at 4. The economy slowed at the end 

of 2022 as Covid spread around the 
country, before beginning to pick up 
last month. Private activity looked 
to be strengthening in February as 
many residents returned to work 
after an extended Lunar New Year 
break, clogging roads in major cities 
and spending more at restaurants and 
shops. Meanwhile, the government 
has removed all movement curbs and 
declared the pandemic basically over, 
providing a spur to consumption and 
travel. (Agencies)

BARCELONA,: Mobile chip developer 
Qualcomm is working with Chinese 
handset makers Honor, Oppo and 
Xiaomi to introduce smartphones 
with satellite-enabled communica-
tions capabilities, the US company 
said on Monday. The announcement 
comes as leading chipmakers around 
the globe, including MediaTek and 
Samsung, are also racing to bring 
satellite-based communications to 
mass market smartphones in hopes of 
kickstarting a sluggish mobile market. 

“Snapdragon Satellite enables compa-
nies to offer truly global coverage from 
pole to pole and can support two-way 
messaging for emergency use, SMS 
short message service messaging and 
other messaging applications,” Mike 
Roberts, Qualcomm’s vice president 
of global product marketing, said at 
a media briefing on Monday. The an-
nouncement was made ahead of the 
Mobile World Congress in Barcelona, 
the most important industry fair for 
wireless technology. (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You’re inspired to take 
care of some tasks you may have 
missed earlier, but you might not 
be able to call on much help. Tack-
le the jobs you know you can do on 
your own.
– TAURUS: You hear back from 
someone (finally), and it should be 
good news! Most communication 
today should be positive, and you 
might be able to get the right people 
to do the right thing. 
– GEMINI: Though you might resist 
it, you need to deal with finances to-
day, even if that just means paying a 
few bills. The details are boring, but 
once you move past them you can 
get back to the fun stuff.
– CANCER: Today is all about new 
beginnings for you and your fami-
ly, and your positive energy should 
help reassure anyone who is con-
cerned about where it’s all going. 
Take a step and see what happens!
– LEO: You need to try something 
totally new today, and you can tell 
that there are more opportunities 
than you can easily see. Go looking, 

but don’t take too long! You need to 
start soon.
– VIRGO: You’re in the mood for 
some friendly social activities today, 
and they shouldn’t be too hard to 
find. Some of your friends may be 
stuck at home, but the rest should 
be up for almost anything.
– LIBRA: Life gets more compli-
cates than you can handle today, 
but only briefly. It does have an im-
pact on your schedule, but you’re so 
flexible that you ought to be able to 
rearrange things painlessly.
– SCORPIO: You can rely on your 
intuition even more than usual to-
day. You’re in touch with other 
people’s feelings and your hunches 
should generally prove correct in 
the long run. Your mood should be 
great!
– SAGITTARIUS: You need to take 
things to a deeper level somehow. 
It could be at home, at work, or in 
your love life, but somehow you’re 
itching for more of what you’ve al-
ready got. It’s not that hard!
– CAPRICORN: You’ve got to deal 
with whatever is happening in front 
of you today. There’s no easy way 
to slack off! That’s not your style, 
anyway, so get ready for a wild ride 
that ends in peace for all.
– ACQUARIUS: Life could get a bit 
frustrating today, but remember 
that you have time on your side. If 
you overreact, you’ll just have to 
play catch-up for a while, and that’s 
no fun for anyone!
– PISCES: Today brings a party your 
way, or at least a stretch of free time 
that feels more fun than ominous. 
Your good energy encourages oth-
ers to relax and enjoy themselves 
when they’re close to you.
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‘Pain free’ Djokovic prepares for return in Dubai

Future looking bright at United as Ten Hag delivers silverware

Al-Attiyah sets early pace as championship leader Loeb makes steady 
start at Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge

Mbappé and Messi combine as leader PSG wins 3-0 at Marseille

Howell seizes $4 million winner’s prize at LIV season opener

Saudi Arabia rises as a global hub for sports events

Georgia loses game, and wins a FIBA World Cup berth anyway

DUBAI: Novak Djokovic said he was 
now playing without pain after recov-
ering from a hamstring injury as he 
prepares to return to the ATP Tour 
in Dubai this week following his re-
cord-extending 10th Australian Open 
title last month. Djokovic suffered a 
three-centimetre hamstring tear en 
route to winning the Adelaide warm-
up event before claiming his 22nd 
Grand Slam title at Melbourne Park to 
go level with Rafa Nadal. The 35-year-
old Serb said his Dubai participation 
was in doubt until a few days ago 

but he had passed all his fitness tests. 
“Had a couple of weeks of no tennis. 
The last few days it’s really getting as 
much practice as possible to get my-
self back in shape to be able to com-

pete at a high level,” Djokovic said. 
“I haven’t felt pain on the court for a 
week. I’m getting closer to 100%. Still 
not there in terms of the game and 
how I feel on court. But the important 
thing is there’s no pain. I don’t have a 
hindrance in the way I move on the 
court. “After every injury it takes time 
for mechanisms to be balanced, for 
adjustments to be done on court. It 
takes time to find that groove of mov-
ing effortlessly and not thinking about 
if something’s going to happen. I don’t 
have those thoughts.” (Agencies)

LONDON: Manchester United’s near 
six-year trophy drought was almost 
overlooked in the build-up to the 
League Cup final as Newcastle United’s 
wait for major silverware spanned near-
ly seven decades. A clinical 2-0 victory 
at Wembley got the Old Trafford tro-
phy cabinet door swinging open again 
though and, perhaps more important-
ly, gave a glimpse of greater things to 
come under astute Dutch manager 
Erik ten Hag. The former Ajax Amster-
dam boss arrived at Old Trafford with 
the club in a state of some turmoil on 

and off the pitch after finishing in sixth 
place in the Premier League last season. 
But while there is little he can do about 
the future ownership of the 20-time En-
glish champions, which the American 

Glazer family have expressed a wish to 
sell, on the pitch he is shaping a team 
that looks capable of reviving the glory 
days. A season that began under a Cris-
tiano Ronaldo-shaped cloud has been 
transformed since the Portuguese talis-
man was finally shown the door after a 
toxic fall-out. Ten Hag has quietly gone 
about his business, moulding an intel-
ligent team that works tirelessly and is 
beginning to make winning a habit. A 
sixth League Cup triumph ended the 
club’s longest wait for a trophy since 
1983. (Agencies)

ABU DHABI: World Rally-Raid Cham-
pionship leader Sebastien Loeb gave 
Bahrain Raid Xtreme a comfortable 
start to the Abu Dhabi Desert Chal-
lenge on Sunday as the second round 
of the series got underway in the UAE. 
Partnered by Fabian Lurquin in his 
BRX Prodrive Hunter, Loeb set the 
third fastest time on the 6.76 km Pro-
logue at Al-Dhannah, which was won 
by his big W2RC title rival, Nasser 
Al-Attiyah. Driving another Prodrive 
Hunter, 2009 Desert Challenge win-
ner Guerlain Chicherit recorded the 

second quickest time in partnership 
with Alex Winocq, just four seconds 
adrift of the Qatari’s Toyota. Marking 
his 49th birthday, Loeb was only six 
seconds further away, and knows the 
battle starts in earnest tomorrow when 

the rally begins a five-day passage tak-
ing in the towering dunes of the Rub 
Al Khali. Saudi Arabia’s Yazeed Al-Ra-
jhi was fourth fastest on the day in a 
Toyota, with Argentina’s Sebastian 
Halpern in a Mini and Czech Martin 
Prokop’s Ford Raptor completing the 
top six. Loeb and Chicherit are look-
ing to reproduce the form that gave 
the Prodrive Hunter nine victories in 
14 stages of January’s Dakar Rally in 
Saudi Arabia, a record six of those in 
succession for the nine-time World 
Rally Champion. (Agencies)

PARIS: Kylian Mbappé scored twice 
and Lionel Messi got the other goal 
as the World Cup final stars combined 
to give French league leader Paris 
Saint-Germain a 3-0 win at title chal-
lenger Marseille. Mbappé tops the 
league’s scoring charts outright with 
17 goals, and he matched Edinson 
Cavani’s PSG club-record tally of 200 
in the process on Sunday. What better 
place to do it than at bitter rival Mar-
seille, where PSG lost in the French 

Cup earlier this month without the in-
jured Mbappé in the team? This time, 
PSG was without the injured Neymar 

but didn’t miss the Brazil star. A win 
would have moved second-place Mar-
seille within two points of defending 
champion PSG. Instead, Marseille trails 
by eight points with only 13 rounds re-
maining. “Everyone put in the right 
effort,” PSG coach Christophe Galti-
er said. Galtier is from Marseille and 
played for the club as a gritty defender, 
which means some Marseille fans are 
simply unable to understand why he is 
coaching PSG. (Agencies)

FLORIDA: Charles Howell pocketed $4 
million at the first of LIV Golf’s 14-event 
season on Sunday, producing a flawless 
final round to win at El Camaleon Golf 
Course in Mayakoba, Mexico. The Amer-
ican will also share a separate $3 million 
team prize with his Crushers GC team 
mates, after finishing four shots clear of 
Peter Uihlein (68). Howell (63) was just 
one stroke behind co-leaders Uihlein and 
Talor Gooch heading into Sunday and 
gave his competitors little chance as he 
produced six of eight birdies on the front 
nine. “It’s big we got the team win,” How-
ell said in a televised interview after the 
round. “I played here many times before 
and had an idea of what to expect com-

ing in. But around this place, man, there’s 
double bogeys everywhere, so you never 
know.” The day could scarcely have gone 
worse for Gooch, who carded a five-over 
par 76 to finish tied for 11th. And there 
was only bitter disappointment for Ui-
hlein, for whom the win slipped out of 
reach when he landed in the trees en 

route to a triple bogey on the par-four 12. 
Asked what he might have done differ-
ently, Uihlein joked: “Skipped the 12th.” 
”It’s just a hole that does not set up well 
for me. I don’t like the look of it. But, you 
know, I’m proud of the way I battled,” he 
said. “Other than that hole, it was a pretty 
good day.” South African Branden Grace 
carded a four-under par 67 to finish third. 
The Saudi-backed circuit, whose slogan 
promises “golf, but louder,” produced 
its usual party atmosphere but little in 
the way of competitive drama as many 
of the marquee-calibre names it lured 
away from the PGA Tour failed to make 
an impact in the 2023 season kickoff. 
(Agencies)

DIRIYAH: Saudi Arabia is develop-
ing into a global hub for sports and 
athletes. Sunday’s event, part of the 
Diriyah Season, billed as “The Truth,” 
delivered a highly anticipated fight be-
tween two of boxing’s biggest rivals, 
Jake Paul and Tommy Fury,  and in the 
semi main event for the WBC Cruis-
erweight World title where challenger 
Badou Jack “the Ripper” defeated Ilun-
ga Makabu in Diriyah Arena. The new 

WBC cruiserweight champ Badou Jack 
told Arab News at the post-event press 
conference that the Kingdom was be-

coming the biggest boxing nation in the 
world and that the focus should also be 
on local fights. “If it’s not already and, 
yeah, I think we should both have like 
the smaller fights too, the local fights, 
you know, and more and more cards, 
more different shows,” he said. He said 
that this would give an opportunity for 
young local boxers to thrive. He added 
that one day Saudi Arabia would have a 
world champion in boxing. (Agencies)

 Georgia lost, and then celebrated. 
Iceland won, and was devastated. 
One of the last Basketball World Cup 
spots went to Georgia on Sunday — 
even though it lost to Iceland 80-77 
in the final Europe Region qualifying 
game for both teams. Iceland needed 
to win by four points or more to win a 
tiebreaker over Georgia for the World 
Cup berth. It came up one point short. 
Both teams finished qualifying with 
5-5 records, with the tiebreaker go-
ing to Georgia by the slimmest of 
margins. Iceland had a 3-point try by 

Elvar Fridriksson — its best shooter 
— rim out with about 3 seconds re-
maining, and Georgia held on for the 
loss that really was a win. “Amazing. 
I’m so happy, man,” said Georgia’s 

Thaddus McFadden, a Michigan-born 
guard who played at the junior col-
lege and Division II levels before em-
barking on what’s now a 14-year pro 
career overseas. “I may mess around 
and cry. This means so much to ev-
erybody. I’m just so happy.” Georgia 
beat Iceland by three points in a qual-
ifying game in November. For Iceland 
to have advanced, it needed to win 
by four to claim the head-to-head tie-
breaker; Georgia held other tiebreak-
ers, and those were its ticket to the 
World Cup. (Agencies)

Britain’s Norrie flips the script to beat Alcaraz in Rio final

Howe says Newcastle still have a long way to go

Chelsea’s Potter calls for patience after fresh defeat

RIO DE JANEIRO: Britain’s Cameron 
Norrie fought back from a set down 
to beat world number two Carlos Al-
caraz 5-7, 6-4, 7-5 in the Rio Open fi-
nal on Sunday, turning the tables on 
the 19-year-old Spaniard after losing 
to him in the Buenos Aires decider a 
week ago. Norrie, who collected his 
first ATP title of 2023 and fifth over-
all, looked to be heading for a second 
straight defeat to the clay court tour-
nament’s defending champion when 
he was broken in the second set. But 
with US Open champion Alcaraz 
needing his right leg wrapped midway 
through the set Norrie seized the mo-

mentum and won four straight games 
to level the match. After twice trading 
breaks in the third set, Alcaraz saved 
two break points in an epic ninth game 
but Norrie converted a break point op-
portunity at the fourth attempt in the 
penultimate game before claiming the 
win at the ATP 500 event. (Agencies)

LONDON: Newcastle United’s near 
70-year domestic trophy drought will 
go on a little longer after Sunday’s 
League Cup final defeat by Manches-
ter United at Wembley. Once again 
the Magpies were found wanting with 
a trophy at stake. Since winning the 
FA Cup 68 years ago, Newcastle have 
three times finished as runners-up in 
the competition and have now lost 
two League Cup finals as well. There 
is genuine optimism that Newcastle 
are heading in the right direction un-

der Eddie Howe, although the manag-
er himself says they still have a long 
way to go. “It is a process, we want 
to be here on a regular basis. There 
is a long way to go to be the team we 
want to be,” Howe told reporters after 
a disappointing return to Wembley. 
“We can be proud of our performance 
but we were not clinical enough. As 
much as we didn’t want the final to 
be a distraction it has been. The play-
ers gave everything.” There was not 
much between the sides in the open-
ing half but goals by Casemiro and 
a deflected Marcus Rashford effort 
deflated Newcastle before halftime. 
They responded well after the break 
but the lack of goals that has stalled 
their top-four challenge was evident 
again as they were well shackled by 
United. (Agencies)

LONDON: Chelsea coach Graham Pot-
ter said he understood why fans were 
asking how much longer he would 
stay in the job after a latest loss on 
Sunday, but he said the contrasting for-
tunes of other top club bosses showed 
how quickly things could turn around. 
Speaking after a 2-0 defeat at the home 
of arch-rivals Tottenham Hotspur – the 
13th time in 15 games in all competi-
tions that Chelsea have failed to win 
– Potter said he was frustrated and dis-
appointed by the latest setback. “Well, 
there’s always that question,” he said 
when asked about the patience of Chel-
sea’s American owners who have so 
far shown much more restraint than 
former Blues owner Roman Abramov-
ich would typically fire coaches after a 
few bad results. He pointed to the way 
Arsenal coach Mikel Arteta had led his 
side to the top of the Premier League 
this season after coming under fierce 

criticism from Gunners’ fans in previ-
ous years when they struggled. Potter 
also highlighted Liverpool boss Juer-
gen Klopp’s inability to halt the slide 
in form of his side after winning the 
Champions League and the Premier 
League in recent years. “That’s just the 
nature of football and obviously I hav-
en’t done enough for this club to have 
too much good faith,” said the former 
Brighton & Hove Albion coach – who 
arrived at Stamford Bridge last Sep-
tember. “I try to focus on keep helping 
the team supporting the players be-
cause I really like these players, they’re 
good lads. (Agencies)
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Fleeing drought, Somalis face malnutrition  
and cholera in Kenya

‘Impossible to escape’ prison accepts first inmates

China hits back at US over Russia

AMAALA partners with Clinique La Prairie 
to unveil first wellness hotel brand

Germany seeks power line network  
with North Sea neighbors

Iranian FM reveals nuclear ‘signals’ from US

DADAAB: When her three-month-old 
baby fell sick from malnutrition, Dool 
Abdirahman Ismael left her village in 
Somalia and walked for three days 
through swirling dust and scorching 
heat to the Dadaab Refugee Camp 
just across the border in Kenya. Is-
mael, 26, said she had hoped Dada-
ab would be free of the hunger and 
sickness she fled in Somalia, where 
the worst drought in decades and 
surging food prices have left millions 
of people in need of aid. Instead, the 
young mother found barren land, 
overcrowding and scant resources 
at Dadaab, one of the world’s largest 
refugee camps and home to 300,000 
people. In a ward for severely mal-
nourished children, Ismael said her 
baby’s condition had not improved 
since arriving at Dadaab. Severe mal-
nourishment had made the baby’s 

head swell with liquid — a common 
effect of malnutrition in children. 
“There hasn’t been improvement,” 
Ismael said, cradling the infant. After 
five consecutive failed rainy seasons, 
parts of Somalia are on the verge of 
famine and the rest of the country 
is faring little better. In the past two 
years, the drought has displaced one 
million Somalis and about 100,000 
have fled to Kenya, according to the 
UN. (Agencies)

SAN SALVADOR: The first 2,000 in-
mates have been transferred to a me-
ga-prison set up by authorities in El 
Salvador amid a crackdown on violent 
street gangs, the Central American 
nation’s President Nayib Bukele has 
announced. Photos and videos made 
at the Center for the Confinement of 
Terrorism (CECOT) on Friday showed 
numerous heavily tattooed men 
stripped-down to their underpants, 
arriving at the facility under the super-
vision of armed guards in full riot gear. 
The inmates were filmed crouching 
down with their hands behind their 
heads before being positioned on the 
floor next to each other and chained. 
President Bukele said on Twitter that 

the men were “gang members” and 
that CECOT will “be their new home, 
where they’ll stay for decades, mixed 
up, unable to do any more harm to the 
population.” The so-called ‘mega-pris-
on,’ located 74 kilometers (46 miles) 
southeast of the capital San Salvador, 
has the capacity to host 40,0000 con-
victs, according to authorities. It’s said 
to be the largest penitentiary in the 
Americas. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US is sending 
weapons worth billions of dollars to 
Kiev while warning Beijing against 
assisting Moscow, a Chinese foreign 
ministry spokeswoman has insisted, 
adding that Washington is in no posi-
tion to dictate Chinese-Russian rela-
tions. “The US has no right to dictate 
the China-Russia relations, and we 
will never accept coercion and pres-
sure from the US,” Mao Ning told 
journalists during a daily briefing on 
Monday. She was commenting on al-
legations by senior US officials that 
Beijing has likely authorized the de-
livery of non-lethal aid to Russia de-
spite warnings from Washington, and 

is considering the supply of artillery 
shells in the future. White House Na-
tional Security Advisor Jake Sullivan 
warned on Sunday that providing 
military assistance to Moscow “will 
come at real costs to China.” The US 
has already imposed Ukraine-relat-
ed sanctions on two Chinese satellite 
companies. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi multi-project develop-
er Red Sea Global has partnered with 
Swiss longevity clinic Clinique La Prai-
rie to offer a new wellness resort at its 
upcoming ultra-luxury tourism destina-
tion AMAALA. The project involves the 
development of the Clinique La Prairie 
Health Resort, spanning 36,115 sq. m, 
offering 13 villas and 52 rooms and 
suites, on Saudi Arabia’s north-west-
ern coastline. The resort also features 

a diagnostics lab, museum, beach club, 
workshop and training rooms, private 
dining space, and a cooking school, 
ensuring a rejuvenation experience, ac-
cording to a company press release. As 
part of its wellness approach, Clinique 
La Prairie combines preventative medi-
cine, genetics and epigenetics with cus-
tomized lifestyle and nutrition plans, 
the release added. “At AMAALA, we 
are creating the most important health 
and longevity-focused resort ever devel-
oped. We’re delighted to be building our 
very first full-scale destination in such 
an extraordinary setting and to help 
bring Red Sea Global’s vision of regen-
erative, ultra-luxury tourism to life,” 
said Simone Gibertoni, CEO of Clinique 
La Prairie, in a statement. (Agencies)

BERLIN: The German government said 
on Monday that it wants to set up a new 
power line network to connect its own 
offshore wind parks with those of its 
North Sea neighbors in order to elimi-
nate bottlenecks in the European ener-
gy market. Governments in northwest-
ern Europe are hoping that wind power 
at sea will provide a large share of their 
future clean energy needs. Germany in 
particular needs to boost offshore wind 
powered electricity generation to meet 
its ambitious goal of shutting down all 
coal powered plants and generating 80 

percent of its electricity from renewable 
sources by 2030. One big problem at 
present is the lack of power lines, which 
results in bottlenecks that prevent wind 
park-generated electricity from reach-
ing consumers and industries further 
inland. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The US has sig-
naled that it’s ready to engage with 
Tehran with a view to reviving the 
landmark 2015 nuclear deal, Iranian 
Foreign Minister Hossein Amir-Ab-
dollahian said on Sunday, noting 
that any settlement must respect 
the Islamic Republic’s “red lines.” 
Speaking to Al-Alam TV network, 
Abdollahian said Iraqi Foreign Min-
ister Fouad Hossein, who recently 
returned from a trip to Washing-
ton, “carried the message that the 
American side is ready to conclude 
an agreement” on the Iranian nu-

clear deal. “We have always wel-
comed the path of diplomacy and 
negotiation. We are and we have not 
distanced ourselves from the nego-
tiations,” the minister stated. Abdol-
lahian went on to say that Tehran is 

ready to work toward an agreement 
based on the results of marathon Vi-
enna talks to revive the 2015 deal, 
as well as intermediary contacts be-
tween Iran and the US. “I imagine 
that if the American side behaves 
realistically within the framework of 
the message it sent and does not re-
peat the previous hypocritical media 
statements, we will not be far from 
an agreement,” the Iranian foreign 
minister said, noting that it was the 
American side that had deviated 
from its obligations under the deal 
in the first place. (Agencies)
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Young people turning to 
TikTok for health  

information – study

EU nation calls for UN 
probe into ‘terrorist attack’ 

Millions of millennials and Generation 
Z members are using social media to 
seek out information on health condi-
tions, according to a new study in the 
US, UK, Germany, China and Japan. 
One third, or 33% of Gen Z members 
– those born between the late 1990s 
and early 2010s – use apps including 
TikTok to discuss illnesses, according 
to the study by Hall & Partners and 
the healthcare consultancy Think-
Next. Meanwhile, 26% of millennials 
are using social media to research 
their health issues. The study found 
that more than six million people in 
the UK alone turn to social media for 
advice on dealing with chronic condi-
tions or general health issues. Gen X 
(those in their 40s and 50s) and Baby 
Boomers (those in their 60s and 70s) 
are less inclined to rely on social me-
dia, with only 14% and 5% respective-
ly searching for health information 
on such platforms. Across all genera-
tions, 52% said they have used at least 
one virtual health tool and/or channel 
more than once. (Agencies)

The UN should provide a framework 
for investigating last year’s attack 
on the Nord Stream gas pipelines, 
Hungarian Foreign Minister Peter 
Szijjarto has suggested. He called 
the incident “scandalous” and said 
Budapest wanted to get to the bottom 
of it. “This is basically the first time 
when such a major European critical 
infrastructure was attacked. By who-
ever – but it was attacked,” the dip-
lomat told RIA Novosti news agency. 
It should be considered an act of ter-
rorism, he added. Budapest supports 
a “comprehensive, deep, structured 
and detailed” probe into what hap-
pened, Szijjarto said. Hungary wants 
to know “who committed it and why.” 
He said the UN should have a role in 
investigating the sabotage, because 
the organization was not created “as 
an integration of like-minded coun-
tries,” but as a “platform for countries 
to talk to each other, who even con-
sider each other as enemies.” “I think 
the UN should give a framework for 
such kind of an investigation,” re-
gardless of who initiates one, Szijjar-
to added. (Agencies)

EU nation backs Chinese peace plan
BUDAPEST: Hungary’s government 
supports Beijing’s peace plan for the 
ongoing conflict in Ukraine, Prime 
Minister Viktor Orban told parliament 
on Monday. The 12-point plan released 
by China last week calls for resuming 
peace talks and respecting the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of all 
nations while condemning unilateral 
sanctions. “We also consider China’s 
peace plan important and support it,” 
Orban told the lawmakers. In his half-
hour-long speech, Orban insisted that 
the ongoing conflict was “bad for Ukrai-
nians, Russians, Hungarians, Europe, 

and it is becoming increasingly clear 
[that] it is bad for the whole world.” The 
prime minister then maintained that 
Budapest should stay out of the conflict, 
as was decided through a “national con-
sultation.” The prime minister also criti-
cized some opposition parties for being 

seemingly overzealous in their support 
for Kiev to the point where they barely 
“differentiated” between Ukraine and 
Hungary, but said that he agreed there 
should be a country between Russia 
and Hungary. “We respect the Ukrai-
nians, we help the Ukrainians,” Orban 
said, adding, however, that “the inter-
ests of Ukraine can never precede the 
interests of Hungary.” He also admitted 
that Ukraine was likely to eventually 
join NATO “sooner or later” while ar-
guing that the bloc’s further expansion 
to the east “must be reconsidered ten 
thousand times.” (Agencies)

SpaceX launch halted 
with minutes to go

Landmark US military 
victory slammed as ‘evil’

WASHINGTON: A joint SpaceX and 
NASA mission to send a crew to the 
International Space Station (ISS) was 
stopped before launch due to problems 
with the ignition system. The Falcon 9 
rocket was minutes away from blast-
off. The Crew-6 mission was due to 
set out for the ISS on Monday but the 
launch was called off even as all of 
the space explorers were already in 
the Dragon spaceship on the Falcon 9 
rocket. The space agency cited prob-
lems with the first-stage Merlin engine 
ignition. The decision to call off and 
postpone the mission was made “out 
of an abundance of caution,” SpaceX 
systems engineer Kate Tice said during 
the webcast of the launch event. The 
eponymous Crew-6 includes NASA 
astronauts Stephen Bowen and Warren 
“Woody” Hoburg, UAE astronaut Sul-
tan Alneyadi, and Roscosmos cosmo-
naut Andrey Fedyaev. NASA Admin-
istrator Bill Nelson wrote on the space 
agency’s official blog that he is proud 
of the staff’s “focus and dedication to 
keeping Crew-6 safe.” He added: “Hu-
man spaceflight is an inherently risky 
endeavor and, as always, we will fly 
when we are ready.” Launching on the 
next day was considered, but ultimate-
ly turned down due to poor weather. 
The new mission date has been set for 
March 2. (Agencies)

RICHMOND: A school board member 
in the US state of Virginia has ignited a 
media maelstrom for suggesting that the 
Battle of Iwo Jima, a key victory for the 
United States army during World War II, 
“unfortunately happened” and that it set 
a record for “human evil.” “Something 
for us to certainly reflect on as we learn 
our history and think about it,” said 
Abrar Omeish, who is Muslim, at a meet-
ing of the Fairfax County School Board 
in Virginia last week in reference to the 
United States’ Japanese Day of Remem-
brance, which notes the internment of 
Japanese-Americans in 1942 following 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. “The days 
when, you know, Iwo Jima unfortunate-
ly happened and set a record for really, 
what I hate to say, human evil is capable 
of,” she said. Omeish’s account of the 
key military win sparked criticism, not 
least of which from the Fairfax County 
Parents Association, who questioned 
why she was “condemning the brave 
US Marines that invaded Iwo Jima.” 
Perhaps she meant to say something 
else,” they added. Other Twitter critics 
demanded that Omeish step down from 
her position. Omeish reacted to the re-
ports by claiming in an email to the 
New York Post that her comments were 
directed at the US’ policy at the time of 
the internment of Japanese-Americans, 
and not the military battle. The Battle 
of Iwo Jima is considered to be among 
the most violent battles of World War 
II. Fighting for control of airfields more 
than 600 miles south of Tokyo between 
US Marines and the Imperial Army of 
Japan lasted for five weeks in 1945. It 
resulted in the deaths of nearly 7,000 
members of the US military, as well as 
the vast majority of the 18,000 Japanese 
soldiers stationed there. (Agencies)


