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HONG KONG: Hong Kong, one of 
the last major international cities to 
continue to impose a mask mandate 
to mitigate transmission of Covid-19, 
will end the policy on Wednesday, the 
city’s leader John Lee announced at 
a news conference on Tuesday. Hong 
Kong began to withdraw some of its 
strict pandemic safety measures last 
year after it had followed the lead 
of Beijing’s zero-Covid policy, but 
mask-wearing requirements have re-
mained in place for much of the past 
three years. However, as one of the 
world’s key financial centers seeks 
to resume attracting international 
enterprise and tourism, Lee said that 
scrapping the mask mandate will 
provide a boost to economic devel-
opment in the region. “The overall 
risk is under control,” Lee, the city’s 
chief executive, said on Tuesday. “It 
is now a suitable time to fully cancel 
the mask order. “We are starting to 
resume normalcy comprehensively, 

and that will be very beneficial to 
economic development, our inter-
national competitiveness, as well as 
our activities which involve every-
one in Hong Kong.” Decisions on the 
wearing of facial coverings in high-
risk areas such as hospitals or elder-
ly care homes will be left to local ad-
ministrators, Lee added of the policy 
change which takes effect on March 

1. Hong Kong’s neighbor Macau said 
on Sunday that it would be ending 
the requirement for mask-wearing in 
many locations, with the exception 
of similar high-risk areas and public 
transportation networks. Mainland 
Chinese citizens are not required to 
wear masks but are encouraged to 
do so in busy public indoor areas. 
(Agencies)

 Hong Kong rolls out major change to Covid rules 

Israel releases settlers arrested after  
anti-Palestinian attacks

India explores energy, defense engagements 
with Oman

French Daesh midwife faces 30 years’  
imprisonment

Protester killed in Khartoum anti-coup  
demonstration: medics

ICC’s top prosecutor in Ukraine to probe  
Russian attacks on power grid

Italy: Migrants paid 8,000 euros each  
for ‘voyage of death’

Afghan jailed in Pakistan for traveling without 
visa dies in 4th such death since October

JERUSALEM: Occupied East Jerusa-
lem – Israeli authorities have released 
all suspects arrested after a Sunday 
night rampage by Jewish settlers in 
the occupied West Bank, which killed 
one Palestinian, injured hundreds 
and destroyed Palestinian homes and 
property. The Israeli police told the 
Times of Israel that six suspects had 
been released on Monday, and that 
a further two were released to house 
arrest on Tuesday. No other settlers 
are believed to have been arrested. 
The Israeli government has come un-
der fierce criticism for its response 
to the attacks across several villages 
near Nablus, in which some 400 set-
tlers participated. Settlers committed 
shootings, arson attacks and beat Pal-

estinians with metal rods and rocks, 
according to Palestinian media re-
ports. Some 390 Palestinians were in-
jured – the majority from tear gas and 
smoke inhalation. The Palestinian 
Authority said that at least 30 Pales-
tinian homes and more than 100 cars 
had been burned. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: Oman has joined the 
Gulf countries where India is focusing 
on partnerships in energy and defense, 
the Ministry of External Affairs said 
on Tuesday, following an India-Oman 
Strategic Consultative Group meeting. 
The India-Oman Strategic Consultative 
Group was established in 2003 to pro-
vide a joint forum for regular reviews 
of relations and exchanges between 
the maritime neighbors. The latest edi-
tion of the annual meetings took place 
in Muscat on Monday, co-chaired by 
Ausaf Sayeed, overseas Indian affairs 
secretary at the foreign ministry, and 

Oman’s Diplomatic Affairs Undersec-
retary Sheikh Khalifa Al-Harthy. “The 
discussions were focused on exploring 
avenues of cooperation in key sectors, 
including energy, trade and investment, 
health, education, defense and cultural 
exchanges,” the Indian foreign minis-
try said in a statement. According to 
the ministry, Sayeed’s visit “reflects the 
strong bilateral relationship between 
India and Oman, the importance of the 
Sultanate of Oman as a key partner for 
India in the Gulf, and highlights India’s 
commitment to strengthening its stra-
tegic partnership.” (Agencies)

LONDON: A French woman accused 
of acting as a midwife for Daesh is fac-
ing more than 30 years’ imprisonment, 
The Times reported. Douha Mounib, 
32, is on trial in Paris after having spent 
several years in a French prison follow-
ing her arrest in Turkiye in 2017 and 
subsequent repatriation. She is one of 
more than 30 women from France al-
leged to be former members of Daesh, 
with many having returned to the coun-
try from Syria or Turkiye following the 
collapse of the terror group. Mounib, 
who was completing her third year of 
midwifery studies at the time she first 
traveled to Syria in 2014, returned to 
the caliphate a second time a year lat-
er. Declaring that she “wanted to fight 
for Islam and Allah,” Mounib delivered 
12 babies and produced online Islamist 
propaganda during her time in Syria, 
French prosecutors said. In a tweet 
at the time, Mounib said: “The man 
fights but it is the wife who raises the 
future mujahedeen.” However, she told 

French authorities: “I never intended 
to turn my children into future muja-
hedeen. “In the same way, when I was 
delivering babies, I was never doing it 
with the aim of delivering future fight-
ers.” While living in Syria, Mounib gave 
birth to a daughter, who is now in the 
care of social services. Two years ago, 
while imprisoned in France, Mounib 
escaped her cell by creating a hole in a 
wall using a spoon. She escaped to the 
outer area of the prison before being 
captured. If convicted in her trial, she 
faces a maximum sentence of 30 years’ 
imprisonment for associating with a 
terrorist group. (Agencies)

KHARTOUM: Sudanese security forc-
es on Tuesday shot dead an anti-coup 
protester during a demonstration in 
Khartoum, pro-democracy medics 
reported. They said the death brings 
to 125 the number killed in a crack-
down against recurrent pro-democracy 
demonstrations since the October 2021 
coup in the impoverished northeast Af-
rican country. The man, who has not 
been identified, died after “being shot 
in the chest with a live bullet by the 
coup forces,” the Central Committee of 
Sudan Doctors said. In a statement po-
lice said protesters “used excessive vi-
olence against security forces,” leading 
“a number of policemen” to be injured. 

Sudan has been gripped by political 
and economic turmoil since the putsch 
led by army chief Abdel Fattah Al-Bur-
han, which sparked cuts in crucial in-
ternational aid. The coup derailed a 
short-lived transition to civilian rule 
following the 2019 ouster of long-time 
autocrat Omar Al-Bashir. (Agencies)

VYSHHOROD, Ukraine: The Interna-
tional Criminal Court’s top prosecutor 
was in Ukraine on Tuesday to inves-
tigate Russia’s campaign of missile 
and drone attacks on power and other 
infrastructure that killed hundreds of 
civilians and left millions with no elec-
tricity or water. Russia says they are 
legitimate strikes aimed at weaken-
ing the enemy’s military, but Ukraine 
casts them as a means of intimidating 
ordinary people. The Geneva conven-
tions and additional protocols shaped 
by international courts say parties in-
volved in a military conflict must dis-
tinguish between “civilian objects and 
military objectives” and that attacks 
on civilian objects are forbidden. 
“Generally we see clearly a pattern, I 
think, in terms of the number, scale 

and breadth of attacks against the 
power grids of Ukraine and we need 
to look at why that’s taking place; are 
they legitimate targets or not?” ICC 
Prosecutor Karim Khan said. Khan 
was speaking to a small group of re-
porters in front of a badly damaged 
apartment block in the satellite town 
of Vyshhorod just north of Kyiv, where 
a Russian missile fell in late Novem-
ber killing eight civilians and wound-
ing many more. (Agencies)

CROTONE: Rescue teams pulled 
more bodies from the sea on Tues-
day, bringing the death toll from It-
aly’s latest migration tragedy to 65, 
as prosecutors identified suspected 
smugglers who allegedly charged 
8,000 euros (nearly $8,500) for each 
person making the “voyage of death” 
from Turkiye to Italy. Authorities de-
layed a planned viewing of the coffins 
to allow more time for identification of 
the bodies, as desperate relatives and 

friends arrived in the Calabrian city of 
Crotone in hope of finding their loved 
ones, some of whom hailed from Af-
ghanistan. “I am looking for my aunt 
and her three children,” said Aladdin 
Mohibzada, adding that he drove 25 
hours from Germany to reach the 
makeshift morgue set up at a sports 
stadium. He said he had ascertained 
that his aunt and two of the children 
died, but that a 5-year-old survived 
and was being sheltered in a center 
for minors. “We are looking into pos-
sibilities to send (the bodies) to Af-
ghanistan, the bodies that are here,” 
he told The Associated Press outside 
the morgue. But he complained about 
a lack of information as authorities 
scrambled to cope with the disaster. 
“We are helpless here. We don’t know 
what we should do.” (Agencies)

KARACHI: In January, Faiz Muham-
mad borrowed from neighbors in his 
village in Afghanistan’s Paktika prov-
ince and managed to scrape together 
15,000 rupees ($58) to cover travel 
expenses to the Pakistani port city of 
Karachi where he hoped to get his sis-
ter-in-law treated for chronic kidney 
disease. But, similar to dozens of oth-
ers, Muhammad, who was traveling 
without a visa, was arrested soon after 
entering Pakistan and sent on judicial 
remand on Jan. 26. He was held at Ka-
rachi’s Malir jail until Feb. 21 when he 
was taken to Jinnah Hospital after he 
“suddenly” fell ill, according to prison 
officials and court documents. The 
60-year-old died the following day. It 
was the fourth death since October of 
an Afghan jailed for entering Pakistan 
without valid travel documents. “My 
father had no illness,” Muhammad’s 
son Baz told Arab News. “He took my 
aunt for kidney treatment but lost his 
own life.” Afghans have for decades 
been traveling to neighboring Paki-

stan to escape war and persecution in 
their country and to seek employment 
and medical treatment as Afghan-
istan’s own health system, under-
staffed, poorly equipped, and under-
funded for years, is on the brink of 
collapse. Many of the travelers cannot 
afford visas and have no travel docu-
ments. Pakistan is home to around 2.8 
million Afghan refugees, including 1.5 
million registered and 1.3 million un-
registered Afghan nationals, accord-
ing to the UN refugee agency, UN-
HCR. After the Taliban takeover of the 
war-battered country in August 2021, 
around 250,000 additional Afghans 
took shelter in Pakistan. (Agencies)

Russia fines Wikipedia 
over military  

‘misinformation’

Nigeria’s opposition 
wants ‘sham’  

election scrapped

MOSCOW: The Wikimedia Foundation 
was fined 2 million roubles by a Rus-
sian court today after the authorities 
accused it of failing to delete “misin-
formation” about the Russian military 
from Wikipedia, the courts service said. 
Shortly after Russia invaded Ukraine 
last year, Russia introduced sweep-
ing new laws restricting what people 
can report about the conflict, fining or 
blocking websites that spread informa-
tion at odds with the Kremlin’s official 
narrative. Wikimedia, which owns 
Wikipedia, was already fined last year 
after it failed to delete two articles re-
lated to the war, including one on “eval-
uations of Russia’s 2022 invasion of 
Ukraine”. The latest fine was imposed 
after the authorities accused Wikipedia 
of “spreading misinformation” in arti-
cles about Russian military units, Wi-
kimedia Russia said. The organisation 
said it may appeal the ruling but that it 
had not yet made a decision. “So far, in 
the history of courts in Russia, Wikipe-
dia has only had one successful expe-
rience of appealing court verdicts,” the 
head of the foundation’s Russian chap-
ter, Stanislav Kozlovskiy, told Reuters. 
(Agencies)

LAGOS: Nigeria’s main opposition par-
ties today called for the country’s presi-
dential election to be scrapped, alleging 
that results showing the ruling party’s 
candidate in the lead had been mas-
sively manipulated. With President Mu-
hammadu Buhari stepping down, many 
Nigerians hoped Saturday’s vote would 
open the way to a leader able to tackle 
insecurity, ease economic malaise and 
manage poverty in Africa’s most popu-
lous country. Voting was mostly peace-
ful but was troubled by delays, and 
technical problems disrupted uploading 
of tallies from local polling stations to a 
central website meant to improve trans-
parency. Early results show ruling All 
Progressives Congress (APC) candidate 
Bola Tinubu, a former Lagos governor, 
leading main opposition Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) candidate Atiku Abu-
bakar and a surprise third challenger, 
the Labour Party’s Peter Obi. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: Regional Tax Office 
(RTO) Peshawar seized 23 million 
sticks of cigarettes and huge quanti-
ties of tobacco worth Rs one million 
during 13 raids conducted in the 
last eight months involving Rs 504 
million federal excise duty and sales 
tax. According to the performance 
report of RTO Peshawar submitted 
to FBR, the office conducted 13 raids 
in which almost 23 million sticks of 
cigarettes, involving Federal Excise 
Duty of more than Rs 47 million 
and sales tax of Rs 13 million were 
seized. Similarly, large quantities 
of tobacco worth one million were 

also seized involving Rs 444 mil-
lion in Federal Excise Duty (FED). 
The report said that RTO Peshawar 
while successfully implementing the 
track and trace system of the Feder-
al board of Revenue (FBR) in vari-
ous tobacco units of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, seized illegal shipments of 
tobacco and related products. It said 
that strict actions were also taken 
against tax evaders while establish-
ing various checkpoints and mobile 
squads to keep an eye on goods 
being supplied from tax-exempt 
erstwhile tribal areas to taxable ar-
eas under section 40D of the Sales 

Tax Act, 1990. The law prohibits 
business entities of non-tariff areas 
from selling items to taxable areas 
without charging the required Sales 
Tax and FED under the garb of tax 
exemptions. It said that RTO Pesha-
war impounded 82 vehicles which 
were carrying different goods, in-
cluding foam mattresses, paper and 
paperboard materials, plastic, steel, 
pipes, and cement, adding that 69 
vehicles were later released after 
payment of approximately Rs 12 
million sales tax, while 13 vehicles’ 
owners failed to submit taxes and 
remained in custody.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Sarhad Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry president 
Muhammad Ishaq called upon the 
commercial banks to focus on pro-
motion of trade industrial activities 
in merged tribal districts of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Ishaq while talking 
to Regional Head of the National 
Bank of Pakistan, Fakhkar Zaman 
and Chief Manager NBP Saif ul 
Geer Khan Afridi during a meeting 
held here at the Chamber House on 
Tuesday said role of banking sector 
is vital in boosting up trade and eco-
nomic activities as well as industri-
alisation in new industrial estates in 
merged tribal districts of Khyber Pa-

khtunkhwa. He called for proactive 
measures by commercial banks for 
provision of all facilities to the busi-
ness community and availability of 
loans on easy terms and conditions 
to promote small and medium and 
large-scale business and industries 
in the province. The SCCI vice pres-
ident Ejaz Khan Afridi and Secre-
tary General of the chamber Sajjad 
Aziz also present during the meet-
ing. Ishaq apprised the government 
is taking measures for promotion of 
economic, trade and industrial ac-
tivities in merged districts of KP. He, 
however, stressed that commercial 
banks should provide facilities to 
investors under one-window opera-
tion in tribal and settled areas of the 
province. The chamber president 
emphasized the need for pragmatic 
steps for putting on modern lines to 
operations, administration, besides 

bringing behavior/attitude improve-
ment of staff of the commercial 
banks to restore trust of consum-
ers/clients and improve the image 
of the bank as well. Ishaq informed 
that as result of vigorous efforts of 
a leading businessman from Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Senator Mohsin Aziz, 
the Senate of Pakistan passed State 
Bank of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill 
2021, saying that legislation would 
to rectify unjustified and inequita-
ble credit lending that has been the 
long-standing demand of the small-
er provinces. Before passage of the 
bill the loan disbursement by com-
mercial banks against deposits from 
KP and Balochistan was 1.35% only, 
which after the passage of bill will 
increase to about 5%.  This will help 
trigger trade and industrial activi-
ties in in both provinces, SCCI chief 
told the meeting. (APP)

RTO Peshawar seizes cigarettes, tobacco involving Rs 504mln taxes, duty

SCCI urges banks to promote economic activities in merged districts

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 263.7 266.4

China Yuan 37.46 37.86

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 69.8 70.5

U.A.E Dirham 74 74.8

UK Pound 315 318

Euro 276.5 297.3

Australian Dollar 174.5 176.9

Canadian Dollar 193.2 195.4

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
193,300

Rs 
177,191

Rs 
169,137

Rs 
144,975

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
165,724

Rs 
151,913

Rs 
145,008

Rs 
124,293

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,572 Rs 15,191 Rs 14,501 Rs 12,429

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
469,820

Rs 
430,666

Rs 
411,092

Rs 
352,365

Excise Department seizes large quantities of 
drugs in crackdown against Smugglers

WHO hands over mobile clinics, ambulances  
for Kalash valley

DC directs departments to timely complete given 
tasks of PMRU

Prime suspect in killing of ASI, constable 
 arrested in Charsadda

IGP pays surprise visit to Mathani Police Station

Meeting finalizes arrangements for digital census
Pesco issues power shutdown notice

Jail Bahro Tahrik fails as PTI stalwarts concentrate on social media more than arrest

PESHAWAR: In a series of three 
successful operations, Peshawar’s 
Excise Department has seized a to-
tal of 12 kilograms of hashish and 
2110 grams of ice, resulting in the 
arrest of three accused individu-
als. The first operation, which took 
place at the Wilayat Interchange 
Misri Banda Road, resulted in the 
recovery of 12 kilograms of hash-
ish and an arrest. The second op-
eration, conducted on a tip-off at 
Jamil Chowk ring road towards the 
motorway, led to the recovery of 510 

grams of high-quality ice and the ar-
rest of two suspects. The third oper-
ation, which took place at GT Road 
Haji Camp Ada stop, resulted in the 
arrest of Ashfaq Ahmed, who was 
found in possession of 1600 grams 
of high-quality ice. All three cases 
have been registered in their respec-
tive police stations for further inves-
tigation. The Excise Department has 
been praised for its swift actions in 
cracking down on drug smugglers, 
contributing to a safer environment 
for the public.(APP)

PESHAWAR: World Health Organ-
isation (WHO) representative in 
Pakistan Dr Palitha Mahipala had 
provided health and medical equip-
ment including mobile health clin-
ics, ambulances and vaccination 
vans to the Directorate of Health 
Services for Kalash valley of Chitral. 
Speaking on the occasion Dr Pali-
tha said that the support was meant 
to enhance access to healthcare in 

flood-affected districts of KP. The 
donation included one mobile clinic, 
two mini ambulances, two mobile 
vaccination vans, one 2x2 ambu-
lance for Bamburate, Kalash valley 
of Chitral. Meanwhile, Advisor to 
the Chief Minister for Tourism and 
Culture Zafar Mehmood said that 
the government was well aware of 
the difficulties of the masses of far-
flung areas.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Deputy Commission-
er Kurram Syed Saiful islam Shah 
on Tuesday directed the concerned 
departments to timely complete all 
the given tasks of the Performance 
Management and Reforms Unit 
(PMRU). After the inauguration of 
the PMRU office at his office and 
chairing a meeting of all the line de-
partments, he directed heads of the 
departments to achieve the PMRU 
tasks within the stipulated time, 
adding that now a cell had been con-
stituted to review their performance 
from time to time. On the occasion, 
the Additional Deputy Commis-

sioner Mauzzam Khan, Assistant 
Commissioner Lower Kurram Mu-
hammad Adnan and Assistant Com-
missioner Central Kurram Shah Wa-
zir were also present. Later the DC 
held a meeting with protesting trad-
ers against prolonged unscheduled 
load-shedding in the district and 
directed PESCO officials to reduce 
the load-shedding time. He said that 
22 hours of load shedding was not 
acceptable and PESCO should have 
to take practical steps to overcome 
the issue, adding that load-shedding 
was adversely affecting the business 
activities in the area.(APP)

PESHAWAR: In a major breakthrough 
in the investigation of the brutal murder 
of ASI Siraj Khan and Constable Ikramu-
llah, the Nasta Police Station, Charsadda 
has arrested one of the prime suspects, 
Tahirullah alias Malik. The accused, 
along with Zarik, had opened fire on the 
police party when they arrived at Tirlan-
di to respond to a call from a resident 
woman on July 29, 2020. The tragic in-
cident resulted in the death of ASI Siraj 
Khan on the spot, while Constable Ikra-

mullah succumbed to his injuries in the 
hospital. While Zarik was apprehended 
by the police immediately after the inci-
dent, Tahirullah managed to evade the 
authorities. The arrest of Tahirullah is a 
significant breakthrough in the case, and 
it was made possible due to the dedicat-
ed efforts of the police officers involved in 
the investigation. The team, led by DSP 
Sardheri Sanobar Khan, had been con-
ducting various operations to apprehend 
the accused.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Akhtar Hayat Khan visited 
police station Mattani, situated in 
the outskirts of Peshawar on Tues-
day. Chief Capital Police Peshawar 
also accompanied the IGP on this 
occasion. The police chief checked 
various registers of the police sta-
tion as well as reviewed the registra-
tion of the cases. The IGP also went 
around various sections of the po-
lice station and checked police lock-
up, sanitation of the police station, 
CCTV camera and adopted security 
measures. On the occasion, a prac-
tical demonstration of direct super-
vision of the monitoring system of 
the cameras was also shown to the 
police chief. The IGP also met with 
the jawans deputed in the police sta-
tion and briefed himself from their 
confronting problems and difficul-

ties in the line of duty. The police 
jawans were pleasantly surprised 
to find IGP amongst themselves 
and re-affirmed their commitment 
to perform duty according to the 
expectations of the general public. 
The IGP also awarded the jawans 
on diligently performing their duty. 
The IGP also went on the rooftop 
of the police station and personally 
reviewed the adopted security mea-
sures on different sides to avert any 
possible attack of the miscreants.  
The IGP also issued necessary in-
structions to the concerned police 
high ups in light of his detailed visit 
to the police station. It may be re-
called that several attacks were 
made on the Mattani police station 
in the recent past which were suc-
cessfully repulsed by the valiant 
police jawans of the police force. 
(APP)

PESHAWAR: A meeting held here 
on Tuesday with Commissioner Pe-
shawar Division, Mohammad Zubair 
in the chair reviewed and finalized 
arrangements for the first digital 
census of the country. Besides, Dep-
uty Commissioners (DCs) of all dis-
tricts of the division, District Police 
Officers (DPOs) and officers of other 
concerned civil and military agencies 
also attended the meeting. The Com-
missioner Peshawar Division direct-
ed the Secretary Regional Transport 
Authority (RTA) to make arrange-
ments for provision of vehicles for 

census conducting teams and police 
for the provision of fool-proof secu-
rity for them. The first national dig-
ital census is beginning on March 1, 
2023. The Divisional Commissioner 
further directed all concerned insti-
tutions to make mutual coordination 
more effective and stronger. The Di-
visional Commissioner, who is also 
chairman of the Divisional Census 
Committee announced direct moni-
toring of the process and directed for 
furnishing of daily reports and stern 
indiscriminate action against negli-
gent officials.(APP)

PESHAWAR: Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (PESCO) on Tues-
day issued power shut down notice 
due to maintenance work. Power 
supply will remain suspended from 
132 KV Mardan Grid Station on 2nd 
and 4thMarch from 9:00 AM  to 3:00 
PM, resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Jan Abad, Pakistan Chowk, Canal 
Road, Charsadda Road, New Manga, 
Saleem Khan, Gujar Ghari, Town, 
Muslim Abad, New Saleem Khan, 
Green Area  feeders will face incon-
venience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 220 KV Mardan 
Grid Station on 2nd and 4th March 
from 9:00 AM  to 3:00 PM, resultant-

ly consumers of 11 KV Basha Khan 
MES College, Benazir Children Hos-
pital, Muhabat Abad, Bank Road, 
Muslim Abad, Nisatta Road, Sheikh 
Maltoon, Ahmad Abad, Misri Abad, 
Rural 1, PRC, Bagh Iram, New Taru 
and Eid Gha feeders will face incon-
venience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Hussai Grid 
Stationon 1st March from 9:00 AM  
to 3:00 PM, resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Rustam, Yar Hussain, Bakhsh-
ali , Ismaila, Col Sher Cadet College, 
Sawaldher, Sodam, New Bala Ghari, 
Taru , Shahbaz Ghari, Bakhshali 1 
and Palodheri feeders will face in-
convenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Despite tall claims to 
fill the country’s jails, neither the 
PTI leadership nor its workers pre-
sented voluntary arrest in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa especially in Pesha-
war, making the Jail Bharo Tahrik 
merely a joke of the day. Even the 
previous chief minister Mahmood 
Khan, KP PTI’s President Pervez 
Khattak, former speaker Asad Qa-
iser, ex-Governor Shah Farman, 
dozens of PTI former ministers 
and lawmakers including Taimur 
Salim Jhagra, Kamran Bangash 
and Syed Ishtiaq Urmar did not of-
fer their voluntary arrest to meet 
the PTI’s Chairman Imran Khan’s 
call for Jail Bharo Tahrik. “Those, 
who claimed to sacrifice their lives 
for Imran Khan were seen afraid of 
even reaching close to the prisons’ 
vehicles despite several announce-
ments by police to give peaceful 
voluntary arrest rather than mak-
ing agitation,” Ikhtair Wali Khan, 
PMLN KP spokesman and former 

member provincial assembly told 
APP on Tuesday. He said the police 
was calling PTI leaders and workers 
through megaphones on roads and 
streets of Peshawar, Swat, Dir, Dera 
Ismail Khan, Mardan and other cit-
ies of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa to facil-
itate them in their Jail Bharo Tehrik 
but non of them come forward for 
voluntary arrest rather kept them-
selves busy in taking selfies with po-
lice vehicles for social media posts. 
He said that PTI’s circus company 
had made hectic attempts to con-
vince and bring out the workers for 
Jail Bharo Tharik in these cities but 
failed miserably because the people 
of KP knew about their poor perfor-
mance and hallow slogans during 
the last 10 years rule in the prov-
ince. Ikhtair Wali said Imran’s loy-
alists were chanting tall slogans for 
Jail Bharo Tehrik, while the families 
of arrested workers filed petitions 
for their recovery within 24 hours. 
He said the immature policies and 

u-turn of Imran Khan had pushed 
the country into a political and eco-
nomic crisis, adding it was beyond 
his understanding that first PTI law-
makers had resigned from the na-
tional assembly and later dissolved 
two provincial assemblies and now 
they were demanding re-election in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab 
provinces. He said Imran Khan in 
order to please his dissident workers 
and leaders, who were unnerved af-
ter premature dissolution of KP and 
Punjab assemblies, has launched 
Jail Baharo Tahrik to get people at-
tention but disappointed after the 
flopped show. He said that Federal 
government has given Rs417 billion 
to Khyber Pakthunkhwa in National 
Finance Commission Award (NFC) 
during the past 13 years including 
10 years rule of PTI and questioned 
whether this huge amount was used 
by the PTI’s incompetent rulers. 
Wali alleged the PTI government 
has misused these huge funds allo-

cated for the government of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa to enhance its count-
er-terrorism capabilities and today 
everyone was asking about its us-
age in the wake of the police line’s 
mosque bombing. Former provincial 
minister and Awami National Party 
leader, Wajid Ali Khan has termed 
the announcement of Jail Baharo 
Tahrik just a political stunt of Imran 
Khan after PTI apparently had noth-
ing left to convince its displeased 
political workers and leaders in 
the wake of immature political de-
cisions of Imran Khan regarding 
dissolution of KP assembly where 
PTI was enjoying two third major-
ity. Talking to APP, he said Paki-
stanis knew that PTI had completely 
failed to serve the nation during its 
four-year rule in the centre and 10-
year of government in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa where the government 
helicopter was used by Imran Khan 
like a ‘rickshaw’ for personal politi-
cal gains. (APP)
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With the domestic currency increase and a gain in the country’s for-
eign exchange reserves, an upward trend to the problem is being seen. 
The currency stands recovered at Rs 260 to a dollar in the inter-bank 
market. Adding to this, the rupee is supported by the upcoming $700 
million loan from China and $1 billion deal signed with Uzbekistan on 
Friday. The deal concluded the 8th meeting of the Pak-Uzbek Com-
mission on Trade-Economic and Scientific-Technical Cooperation and 
entails a commitment to increasing bilateral trade. Both developments 
are positive and are likely to help the nine-year low in our reserves. 
However, especially with the Uzbek deal, if the money is not allocated 
properly and in relevant sectors, it will be of no use. Complementary 
to the Beijing loan, the IMF is also on its way to resumption and this 
might provide further direction for the rupee. However, we are still 
managing a high risk of default on foreign debt repayments and this is 
the time to exercise better judgement. There are fears of a long-term 
debt trap, given that Beijing is already an important creditor for our 
external debt. Our $20 billion reserves were mostly dried out by im-
port payments and debt repayments to China in December 2022, and 
the IMF delay made matters much worse. There was another repay-
ment due in FY23, estimated to be rolled-over. With more debt being 
added, we must use any investment opportunities and grants at this 
moment strategically and cautiously. If the Uzbekistan trade deal is 
not put toward sustainable development in the energy, oil, resources 
and relevant industries, we will be repeating past mistakes. As of now, 
the influx of aid will shore up Forex reserves and the currency improv-
ing for the second consecutive week is a positive development. In the 
long-term, an improvement to the balance of payments crisis will help 
the raw material crisis and help reopen factories.

Incoming Funds

A star cross alarming piece of news 
carried by almost all the media has 
provided me food for this column 
Giving details, news reveals that 
almost 60% youngsters includ-
ing the students of all levels have 
been addicted to various drugs 
and are found intoxicated in class 
rooms. Thanks to the Chief Minis-
ter of Punjab Mohsin Naqvi, who 
has taken the SOS notice of the 
above news. Let us peep into the 
background which has generated 
this habit into youngsters. In my 
estimation and investigation, the 
parents have totally failed to make 
their children into full human be-
ings. Parenting is not an easy job. 
Parents are awfully busy with their 
earnings to cherish a luxurious and 
comfortable worldly life for them-
selves and for their children, they 
did not give motivation for spiritual 
or ethical life setup with the result 
the children diverted to the materi-
alistic temptations. The leaders of 
the country have brought more loss 
by setting the examples of mon-
ey minting motives of their lives. 
The major mishap in this aspect is 
that our society has divorced faith 
and its principles from their lives. 
Plurism, tolerance and activism 
which are the components of our 
religion have been totally over-
looked from our social setup and 
adopted only the rituals of religion 
with which our people are histor-
ically addicted to them. Parents 
have not introduced their children 
with full code of ethics. The other 
major factors behind the addiction 
of drugs are that all the electronic 
media for example TV, Computer 
and Mobile phones have occupied 

the children to that extend that they 
have no time for any type of phys-
ical activities or exercise which 
teaches the children both moral 
and spiritual code of behaviour. 
During long hours of physical ac-
tivities perseverance and endur-
ance provide them positive effects 
on the minds and physique. These 
electronic media have brought an-
other negative effect, they are now 
unable to differentiate between the 
fantasy and reality. They watch the 
concocted stories of fake heroes 
and use of toy weapons which have 
developed terrorism among the 
children. On the other hand when 
there was a joint family system, the 
grandparents used to tell them the 
real stories of their real historical 
heroes of their real chivalrous he-
roes which carried real temptation 
and desired to be like them. More-
over, the grandparents used to 
show their genuine love and care 
on them which is genuine human 
instinct which the children need 
very much. Now the children are 
put in the hands of paid nannies 
in the baby sitters with the result 
in a state of this natural depriva-
tion they led themselves to the 
shelter of intoxication. One thing 
more stands present behind this 
epidemic. According to a psychol-
ogist, home is the first ever school 
which gives the normal bringing 
up to a child. A child learns many 
habits from its parent’s activities 
if a father of a child is addicted of 
some narcotic even the cigarette, 
the child would adopt it surely. So 
first of all the parents shall have 
to amend their negative activities 
which can spoil the children. The 

main and major cause of the drugs 
addiction in the children is our so-
cial set- up which has deviated our 
youngsters from the right path, the 
discrimination between haves and 
have nots has snatched peace of 
mind from the youngsters and to 
gain so-called peace of mind they 
went into the fake colourful world 
of intoxication. It is noticed that 
this epidemic hands down gener-
ation to generation, state should 
take the SOS notice of this crisis 
which has escorted to many young-
sters. It should be tackled very 
vigilantly and alertly. The holder 
should be legally punished severely 
and not be spared at any case. The 
current conditions of the country 
are very much favourable for the 
youngsters to be diverted from the 
drugs. Our Ulema can play a very 
powerful and positive role in this 
scenario. They should prepare their 
sermons based on our faith and de-
livered them in the prayer congre-
gations. Parents should force their 
young children to attend the prayer 
congregations in the mosques. As 
country is going through a war-
like situation and youngsters are 
very excited and thrilled at this 
time, they will listen to Ulema very 
keenly. Ulema can tell them the 
importance and other related as-
pects of war (Jihad) in faith. This 
atmosphere can divert the young-
sters to the faith instead of drugs. 
Ironical enough that Muslims used 
to ridicule the drugs habits of the 
non-Muslims and now non-Muslim 
are making laugh lines on our cul-
ture and faith.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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Drugs and intoxicated new generation
— By Nighat Leghari

HAVE you ever made a decision 
knowing that it’s a mistake but you 
go against better judgement, in 
the hope you’ll be proven wrong? 
This is how I felt when I chose to 
watch breaking news coverage of 
PTI leader Imran Khan showing 
up in court to seek bail. Channel 
X made it out like the courts were 
waiting for Khan to arrive at his 
leisure while Channel Y was re-
porting dire consequences for his 
no-show. Was the truth somewhere 
in between? I found my answers 
the next day in the newspapers 
and I realised how much trouble 
I’d be in if I had to rely on TV ‘an-
gertainment’ as my source of in-
formation. There is a channel for 
whichever politician you support 
and then extreme versions of it 
too. As a result, there’s varying de-
grees of the truth audiences want 
to hear. Fair and balanced report-
ing has been replaced with corrupt 
media practices. Nowhere was 
this made more evident than the 
Dominion case against Fox News 
in the US. The US voting compa-
ny Dominion filed a defamation 
case against Fox News in March 
2021 for airing false claims about 
the 2020 elections. One claim was 
that Donald Trump’s defeat was 
due to electoral fraud committed 
on Dominion machines. Earlier 
this month, a brief calling for a 
summary judgement was released 
to the public. The near 200-page 
document establishes that senior 
figures, including anchors, knew 
they were airing false informa-
tion. It also shows the panic that 
set in when Fox News correctly 
called Arizona state for Biden the 
night of the election. Executives 
panicked because they feared los-
ing viewers. Sure enough, there 
were protests outside Fox offices 

by Trump supporters the next day. 
Anchor Tucker Carlson texted his 
producer and revealed his fear that 
“Trump is a demonic force … who 
could easily destroy us if we play it 
wrong”. In an email by VP Prime 
Time Program m   ing, Ron Mitchell 
on Nov 18, he expresses concern 
about losing viewers and suggests 
they “not ever give viewers reasons 
to turn us off”. So they decided to 
support Trump’s narrative of elec-
tion fraud and aired it, according 
to the complaint “800 times”. This 
is not about facts. This is about 
indulging in misinformation to 
keep viewers hooked. This doesn’t 
sound like a news organisation. It 
sounds like a propaganda outfit. I 
wonder how viewers feel knowing 
that there is documentation of Fox 
anchors privately calling Trump’s 
electoral fraud claims “kooky” and 
“totally off the rails” and “danger-
ously insane” and, according to the 
big man himself, Rupert Murdoch, 
“really crazy stuff and damaging”. 
My personal favourite is how one 
of the sources for the election fraud 
claim said she got her information 
from “experiencing so  mething like 
time-travel in a semi-conscious 
state” which allowed her to “see 
what others don’t see and hear 
what others don’t hear.” The Do-
minion defamation case is likely 
to be a landmark judgement. Def-
amation cases are tricky because 
it’s often difficult to prove the per-
son/organisation willfully spread 
misinformation. But Dominion 
claims their documentation shows 
“the words of multiple Fox employ-
ees provide overwhelming direct 
evidence of actual malice”. Law-
yers for Fox, meanwhile, argue 
their anchors are protected by the 
First Amendment. But civil liber-
ties lawyers say that while journal-

ists have the right to report what 
Trump said, that right does not ex-
tend to validating his statements. 
Fox News knew it was lying and 
did many disservices to its audi-
ence when they claimed otherwise. 
I believe one of the consequences 
of those lies resulted in the Jan 6 
attack on the US Capi tol. They 
may have to pay a huge price for 
their strategy. Perhaps the figure 
of $1.6 billion may serve as a new 
form of self-censorship or maybe 
that amount does not matter when 
there’s more profit to be made in 
airing falsehoods. Closer to home, 
I know many of us may be able 
to draw some parallels with news 
or  ganisations here that put on air 
folks who’ll say anything to get 
ratings. They know what works to 
get audiences and get them riled 
up. They get away with it because 
there are no consequences, at least 
not in Pakistan. Perhaps the re-
wards for peddling lies outweigh 
the polarisation caused to society. 
As journalism professor Jay Rosen 
noted, Fox is not a news organisa-
tion or opinion. “It is something 
else: Power formation by means 
of resentment news.” For prof-
it. When did news organisations 
stop caring about public interest 
and become all about shilling for 
politicians, the military industr ial 
complex or corporate interests? 
Prob ably when businesses saw the 
media industry as an opportunity 
to buy influence. It’s imperative 
then that audiences understand 
they are watching a propaganda 
arm of XYZ party and not a news 
organisation whose job is to dis-
regard your feelings and go out to 
report the events as they happen. 
To do otherwise is the real threat 
to democracy.
Courtesy: DAWN

‘Angertainment’ 
— By Muna KhanWhereas the law and Constitution 

prescribe in a clear, categorical and 
straightforward manner the time span 
as well as method and procedure for 
holding General Elections to Parlia-
ment and provincial legislatures, the 
bickering between the PTI and PDM 
proves a stumbling block. Such bick-
ering serves a profound objective for 
each: the former is hell-bent on jump-
ing into the electoral arena at any cost 
to get back on the saddle. The latter, 
however, foreseeing a doomsday sce-
nario in the electoral process, owing 
to flop performance in governance, 
is out to block any such attempt. It 
fears the resumption of the dreadful 
process of accountability again, as 
promised by the PTI leader. Courtesy 
friendly Parliament, they managed 
to make kosher billions of rupees of 
the proceeds of corruption by chang-
ing the NAB Ordinance and wish to 
continue to enjoy such immunity. The 
result is deliberate efforts being made 
to evade the electoral battlefield. Con-
sequently, small minions in the shape 
of Governors are being employed to 
forestall any such eventuality. The ca-
sualty, regrettably, is the law and the 
Constitution, state institutions and the 
system of good governance. None is 
conscious of the damage inflicted on 
the economy, on the brink of collapse; 
the galloping inflation, breaking the 
back of the middle and lower classes; 
rise in militancy and terrorism, malad-
ministration and deterioration of the 
law-and-order situation. Pakistan is 
not cursed to be in a state of constant 
crises and turmoil or destined to suf-
fer periodic bouts of political instabil-
ity. The character and conduct of pol-
iticians though, made it so! The State 
institutions and their functionaries 
equally contribute to developing such 
scenarios through their actions and 
inactions. An example is the current 
crisis: the refusal of the Chief Election 
Commissioner to meet the head of the 
State, when summoned for consulta-
tion; and the President unilaterally 
fixing a date for general elections of 
the two dissolved assemblies, with-
out any consultation, as required by 
law and Constitution. No wonder, the 
decision stands rejected by the Gov-
ernment. The result is stalemate. The 
situation would not have arisen, if the 
Governors of the Punjab and KP were 
not guilty of deliberately committing 
violation of the clear and categorical 
command of the Constitution. Article 

51 (3) stipulates that whenever a pro-
vincial assembly gets dissolved by the 
advice of the Chief Minister, the Gov-
ernor “shall, (a) appoint a date, not 
later than ninety days from the date 
of dissolution, for a holding general 
election to the assembly; and (b) ap-
point a care-taker Cabinet”. Thus, no 
sooner were the assemblies dissolved 
than both the Governors hurried to 
set up caretaker setups. Having part-
ly complied with the same provision, 
they are now dragging their feet on 
fulfilling the remaining part, namely, 
fixing the election date. Being ap-
pointed by the PM and remaining in 
office during his pleasure, they are 
obliging him, contrary to their oath 
of office, requiring them to honestly 
and faithfully perform their functions 
to “preserve, protect and defend the 
Constitution”. Thus, there is no ambi-
guity or confusion in the law or Con-
stitution. Frankly, both of them are 
playing with wordings of the Consti-
tution and deliberately attempting to 
violate, nay, subvert the Constitution. 
The PM too cannot escape the charge 
of conspiring, aiding and abetting 
the charge. As regards the role of the 
President in fixing a date for election, 
let it be stated that that Section 57 
(1) of the Election Act 2017 makes it 
abundantly clear that, “The President 
shall announce a date or dates of the 
general elections after consultation 
with the [Election] Commission”. 
Only thereafter, the Commission can 
issue notification of the election pro-
gramme/schedule. The Constitution 
(Article218) obligates the Commis-
sion to make necessary arrangements 
to ensure that election is conducted 
“honestly, justly, fairly and in accor-
dance with the law, and that corrupt 
practices are guarded against”. There 
is no clause in the law or Constitution, 
obliging the Election Commission to 
fix or announce the dates of general 
election of the National assembly or 
a Provincial Assembly. In the current 
scenario, quite obviously, the Pres-
ident has no independent role and 
authority to fix a date for holding 
elections for provincial assemblies, 
hence, his present notification is an 
abuse and excess of authority. The 
rash manner, it is done, exposes him 
to the criticism of playing a partisan 
role to favour his parent political par-
ty,. the PTI.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Pulling Out of Election Imbroglio
— By Dr Faqir Hussain

Global warming  
For centuries people did their work by 
hand or with the help of animals. That 
process did not harm the environment 
and climate but rather helped to cher-
ish the environment. However, the 
situation changed by AD 1800. Until 
now, people have been searching for 

comfort in machinery and engines. In 
the process, they forgot to think about 
the environment that would be de-
stroyed by machinery. Global warm-
ing is caused by machinery like cars, 
motorcycles, and factories emitting 
harmful gases that warm the environ-
ment. It is believed that in 2070 the 

warmth will increase by 30 degrees. If 
it continues to increase so, people will 
not be able to live. It is now the duty 
of the world to see some sources to re-
duce the level of warming.

– Zubaida Bahot
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Tuesday terming 
children the ‘future builders of the 
nation’ said the government would 
provide maximum educational facil-
ities to them. Addressing the launch 
of mobile schools under the project 
‘School on wheels’, he said the step 
would increase the literacy rate in 
the country, particularly in the rural 
areas. In the first phase, the mobile 
schools consisting of eight buses 

will provide primary-level education 
to the children of Islamabad and ad-
joining areas. The buses have been 
equipped with computers, desks, 
whiteboards, and LCDs, to create 
an effective teaching and learning 
environment. Shehbaz Sharif said 
the government would increase the 
number of buses and expand the 
project to the rest of the country 
and Azad Kashmir. He expressed 
satisfaction that the project would 

mainstream the children in rural ar-
eas who faced the unavailability of 
modern educational facilities. Also, 
he said, the mobile library would 
promote a reading culture among 
the children. He said education was 
a vital factor to make a society de-
veloped and cultured. The prime 
minister on the occasion interacted 
with the schoolchildren and encour-
aged them to take interest in learn-
ing.(APP)

Marriyum blasts Imran for lame excuses for 
avoiding appearances in courts

5th Pakistan International Culinary Championship 
to start from March 14

Pakistani workers demand increasing  
at int’l level: Sajid Turi

Federal govt initiates spring season plantation 
campaign of over 240 mln saplings: Sherry

Prof Akiyuki Kawasaki visits PCRWR to carry forward 
joint research on water sector development

Protection of trees collective obligation: Uqaili

Security to remain high alert for PSL matches

ANF seize 909 kg of drugs worth  
US$ 257.456 mln internationally

Shanghai Electric project adds another 1320 MW 
to national grid system: Khurram

Peshawar Northern Bypass project to  
be completed by March 2024: NHA

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 
Aurangzeb on Tuesday castigated 
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf Chairman 
Imran Khan for his lame excus-
es for not appearing in courts. In a 
statement, the minister said that the 
courts continue asking about Im-
ran’s whereabouts but he continued 
to evade. Marriyum said that the ” 
foreign agent” was appealing to the 
banking court for granting bail. In 
the Tosha Khana case, charges are 
to be framed against him, yet he re-
fused to appear. She said if Imran 
Khan fails to appear in courts, he 
should be arrested so that his desire 
to fill the jail will also be fulfilled. She 

said, “If Nawaz Sharif could appear 
in court with his daughter on daily 
basis, why Imran Khan could not ap-
pear with Bushra and Farah Gogi?” 
She said Imran Khan should realise 
that in his difficult time, Bushra Bibi 
and Farah Gogi left him alone to face 
court cases. She said that “watch 
thief and foreign agent” should an-
swer why Tosha Khana gifts were 
stolen and why did he sell the watch 
with an image of the Holy Kaaba. 
Marriyum asked Imran to appear in 
court and tell why did Bushra Bibi 
sell Tosha Khana’s diamond necklac-
es. He should also tell the court why 
foreign agents used charity money in 
politics, she said.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Tourism De-
velopment Cooperation (PTDC) as 
a strategic partner of Chefs’ Associ-
ation of Pakistan (CAP) and College 
of Tourism and Hotel Management 
(COTHM) is organizing the 5th Paki-
stan International Culinary Champi-
onship (PICC) from March 14 to 16. 
The three-days PICC-2023 which will 
be held at Royal Palm Golf and Coun-
try Club, is the harbinger of a new era 
of culinary education and food trends 
in Pakistan. Through the participa-
tion of university, college and school 

students, Pakistani professional chefs 
and international culinary teams and 
delegates, the championship would 
connect Pakistan with the global 
world. The PICC-2023 is set to foster 
an image of Pakistan which would de-
pict us as a peaceful, friendly, creative 
and immensely talented nation on the 
planet. To aware the masses of the 
importance of PICC-2023, you are re-
quested to please send us a shout-out 
of at least 30 to 40 seconds so that we 
may post that on our social and digital 
media forums.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Re-
source Development (OP&HRD) Sajid 
Hussain Turi said on Tuesday that the 
demand of Pakistani workers was in-
creasing at the global level. Address-
ing the ceremony, wherein a memo-
randum of understanding (MoU) was 
signed between Poly Technical Insti-
tute Gilgit-Baltistan and Overseas Em-
ployment Corporation (OEC), the min-
ister said that the main purpose of such 
MoUs was to extend the skills based 
training for people in the backward ar-
eas of the country. Sajid Hussain Turi 
said the foreign employment opportu-

nities would be provided on an equal 
basis to the youth of all the provinces, 
including that of Gilgit-Baltistan, and 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK). He 
said that the OEC would train the peo-
ple to meet the requirements of the in-
ternational employment market. The 
minister said that Pakistan would send 
over 5,000 workers to Iraq through 
OEC and Overseas Employment Pro-
moters (OEPs) to discourage illegal 
migrants. Naseer Khan Kashani, Man-
aging Director of the OEC, said that 
the government of South Korea had 
increased the job quota for Pakistanis.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sherry Reh-
man on Tuesday said the federal gov-
ernment has initiated the nationwide 
tree plantation campaign with an 
ambitious target of over 240 million 
saplings for this year’s Spring season. 
In a series of tweets, the federal min-
ister said the federal government has 
started the tree plantation campaign 
with a target of saplings to be planted 
across the country. Sherry Rehman 
said it was the duty of every citizen 
and concerned authorities to increase 
forest area and protect the forests. 
“We have sent SOPs (standard op-

erating procedures) to all provinces 
and federal territories to prevent for-
est fires”, she added. The purpose of 
these SOPs was to take preventive 
measures against forest fire incidents 
as forest infernos occurred every 
year due to hot and dry weather, the 
minister added. Last year, there were 
fire incidents in Margalla, Swat and 
many other places besides Chilghoza 
forests in Balochistan, Sherry Reh-
man said. The minister underlined 
that forests were the asset and envi-
ronmental capital, so these measures 
were indispensable to prevent fire in-
cidents. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Professor Akiyuki Ka-
wasaki from the University of Tokyo, 
Japan visited the Pakistan Coun-
cil of Research in Water Resources 
(PCRWR) to carry forward joint re-
search and development endeavours 
between Islamabad and Tokyo on 
water sector development. He ex-
plained that a team of researchers 
under his supervision is carrying 
out research work on the causes of 
devastating floods-2022 in Pakistan 
for rapid rehabilitation of affected 
communities and their livelihoods, 

said a statement issued here Tues-
day. Secretary, PCRWR Dr. Hifza 
Rasheed welcomed the guest and 
gave a detailed presentation on key 
functions, major achievements, and 
ongoing research & development 
activities with a particular focus on 
integrated water resources manage-
ment and adverse impacts of global 
climate change faced by Pakistan in 
the shape of flash floods-2022. She 
explained that Pakistan has suffered 
accumulated flood-2022 losses of $ 
30 billion.(APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Sec-
retary Abdul Aziz Uqaili said that 
it was the collective obligation of 
the society to ensure the protection 
and maintenance of the plants after 
the plantation. He expressed these 
views after inaugurating the planta-
tion campaign 2023 here on Tuesday. 
Planting trees was an ongoing chari-
ty and the best way to serve human-
ity, he added. “Planting more and 
more trees was very important to 
keep the environment clean. People 
should actively participate in the na-
tional campaign by planting saplings 
in their homes during the plantation 

campaign”, he said. The chief secre-
tary said that plants and trees would 
enhance the natural beauty of cities 
and also provide clean environment 
to the people. “The aim of the plan-
tation drive is to encourage people to 
plant more trees. It is our collective 
responsibility to join this good work 
by planting as many saplings as pos-
sible during the campaign”, he said. 
“There is a need to raise awareness 
about the importance of plantation 
among the students of schools and 
colleges”, Uqaili said adding that 
Green Belt would be mandatory in 
every development project.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad police 
would ensure foolproof security for 
Pakistan Super League (PSL) matches 
and to ensure aerial surveillance with 
the help of modern cameras. Inspec-
tor General of Police Islamabad Dr. 
Akbar Nasir Khan presided over an 
important meeting regarding the se-
curity of players and matches of PSL. 
It was decided that elaborate security 
would be made around accommoda-
tions and for the movement of the 
players while CPO security would su-
pervise all the security arrangements. 
The meeting was attended among 
others by CPO headquarters, CPO se-
curity, CPO operations, SSP Security 
and officers of other law enforcement 
agencies The meeting was told that 
all routes will be thoroughly checked 
through bomb disposal squads and to 
be monitored through security cam-
eras. Quick response teams will be 

alert at all times during the movement 
of players while full dress rehearsals 
will be carried out before the arrival 
of players. A command and control 
center will also be established during 
matches while search and combing 
operations are to be conducted in dif-
ferent areas. Close coordination will 
be ensured among all law enforce-
ment agencies. Similarly, a foolproof 
security plan will also be prepared for 
various VVIP movements in the city 
during the matches, while a program 
will also be issued regarding alterna-
tive routes to ensure the smooth flow 
of traffic and provide all possible fa-
cilities to the citizens. IGP Islamabad 
said that security will be made fool-
proof during the PSL adding that the 
safe city smart cars and mobile jam-
mers and vehicles are to be deployed 
in the convoy to strengthen security 
and ensure surveillance. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) seized 909.008 kg of drugs 
worth US$ 257.456 million interna-
tionally, arrested 27 drug peddlers 
including 3 foreigners, and im-
pounded 8 vehicles while conduct-
ing 19 counter-narcotics operations 
throughout the country. The seized 
drugs comprised 215.208 kg heroin, 
262.723 kg hashish, 27 kg opium, 
203.302 kg Methamphetamine (Ice), 
200 kg morphine and 0.775 Kg Xa-
nax Tabs (3875 x Tablets). ANF in 
Balochistan recovered 460.400 Kg 
of Drugs in 3 operations while ar-
resting 3 persons involved in drug 
smuggling and impounding 2 vehi-
cles. The seized drugs comprised 
200 Kg of Heroin, 60.400 Kg of Hash-
ish and 200 Kg of Morphine. The 

force in Punjab recovered 22.695 
Kg of Drugs in 4 operations while 
arresting 3 persons involved in drug 
smuggling. The seized drugs com-
prised 12.520 Kg of Heroin, 8.400 
Kg of Hashish, 0. 600 Kg of Opium, 
0.400 Kg of Methamphetamine (Ice) 
and 0.775 Kg of Xanax Tabs (3875 
x Tablets). ANF in KPK recovered 
87.118 Kg of Drugs in 4 operations 
while arresting 4 persons involved 
in drug smuggling and impounded 
2 vehicles. The seized drugs com-
prised 0.595 Kg of Heroin, 68.523 
Kg of Hashish and 18 Kg of Opium. 
The force in Sindh recovered 200 Kg 
of Methamphetamine (Ice) drugs in 
an operation while arresting 6 per-
sons including 3 foreigners involved 
in drug smuggling.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Power Division Engineer Khurram 
Dastgir on Tuesday said that total 
power generation from local Thar 
coal stood at 2640 megawatts (MW) 
with formal commissioning of 1320 
MW Shanghai Electric Thar Coal 
Project under the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC). Ad-
dressing a press conference here, 
the minister said that the project 
which faced inordinate delay due to 
criminal negligence of past Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf government final-
ly has not only been completed in 
a short time but also started power 
supplying to the system. Another 
330 MW ThalNova Thar coal proj-
ect has already been synchronized 
in mid of this month, he added. He 
said in short, the incumbent govern-
ment under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif added a 
total of 1980 MW cheap electricity 

to the system from indigenous Thar 
coal resources in just 10 months. 
The Thar coal would not only help 
reduce power load-shedding in sum-
mer season but also help in power 
tariff reduction, he added. The min-
ister said there were 175 billion tons 
of coal reserves at Thar which was 
sufficient to generate 100,000 MW 
of electricity. Power generation 
from Thar coal has buried all doubts 
that electricity could not be generat-
ed from local coal which was a good 
omen for the entire country, he said.
He thanked the entire leadership in-
cluding Chief Minister Sindh Syed 
Murad Ali Shah, and Sindh’s Ener-
gy Minister Imtiaz Sheikh for their 
full cooperation to achieve this mile-
stone. Khurram said another proj-
ect, Bolan-Gwadar Transmission 
Line has also been completed which 
would help import 100 MW electric-
ity from Iran to Gwadar. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Peshawar North-
ern Bypass project, aimed to ease 
traffic congestion in Peshawar, is 
set to be completed by March 2024. 
Talking to APP here on Tuesday, 
an official of the National Highway 
Authority (NHA) said that the land 
issues had previously hindered prog-
ress on the project, but NHA along 
with the provincial commissioner, 
deputy commissioner, and other of-
ficials, worked together to resolve 
these issues through effective team-
work. He said that through hard 
work and commitment, the contrac-
tor had been mobilized, adding the 
work was currently in progress. he 
official expressed the determination 
of NHA to complete the project by 
March 2024 and said efforts were 
afoot to ensure that the target is met 
by end of the current year. He said 

that package one of the project had 
already been completed successful-
ly, while package two, which spans 
12 kilometres, was gaining full mo-
bility. He highlighted that to ensure 
early completion, contractors were 
instructed to run a double shift for 
reducing the inconvenience being 
faced by the local community and 
commuters. Upon completion, the 
project was expected to bring about 
a significant improvement in the traf-
fic situation in Peshawar city, he said, 
adding that the bypass was set to be 
a “game-changer for the region”, 
and many were eagerly anticipating 
the day when traffic congestion will 
be a thing of the past. He informed 
that project 3A of the bypass had 
achieved the progress mark of 80 per 
cent while for 3B project commence-
ment was being issued. (APP)

PM launches mobile schools to promote child literacy

3 dealers held with 
cache of fireworks

ANF recovers over 95 kg 
drugs; arrests three

Locals foil robbery attempt

IRSA releases 103,800 
cusecs water

KHANEWAL: The Police arrested 
three fireworks dealers in a raid here 
on Tuesday and recovered a cache of 
fireworks from their possession. On 
the instructions of District Police Of-
ficer Umar Farooq, a crackdown was 
launched in different areas of the dis-
trict ahead of the upcoming Shab-e-
Barat. On a tip-off, the accused iden-
tified as Adnan, son of Abdul Aziz, 
and Abid, son of Akhtar Ali and Asad 
were held red-handed in the limits of 
Jahanian Police Station in Khanewal. 
The recovered fireworks items con-
sisting of fireballs, fountains, spar-
klers, rockets and firecrackers were 
taken into custody from Pull 114/10-
R. A case has been registered against 
the accused and further investigation 
is underway. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) in four operations managed 
to recover over 95 kg drugs and ar-
rested three accused, said an ANF 
Headquarters spokesman here on 
Tuesday. He informed that ANF 
Balochistan conducted a raid near 
Quetta-Sariab Road and recovered 
40 kg charras from the possession of 
an accused, resident of Qilla Abdul-
lah. ANF and ASF in an operation at 
Lahore International Airport recov-
ered 12 kg heroin from a suspicious 
bag which was concealed under 
trash. In third operation at Lahore 
International Airport, 3875 intoxicat-
ed tablets were also recovered from 
the possession of a Jeddah bound 
passenger, resident of Bannu, going 
on flight no SV-737. The spokesman 
informed that in fourth operation, 
ANF seized 25.2 kg charras and 18 
kg opium from secret cavities of a car 
intercepted on Peshawar Phase-3, 
Hayatabad University Road. An ac-
cused was also rounded up during 
the operation.(APP)

MULTAN: The locals on Tuesday 
caught a robber red-handed during a 
robbery attempt at Nungana square 
here. According to police sources, the 
robber also reportedly injured a citi-
zen with a knife in a failed attempt of 
escaping the scene. Upon receiving 
information, police reached the spot 
and arrested the accused identified 
as Naveed Ahmad, who was wanted 
in various crimes. He had committed 
a similar robbery at a medical store a 
few days ago, sources added. Police 
have registered a case and assured 
that the outlaw’s accomplice would 
also be arrested soon. Further inves-
tigation was underway.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River System 
Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday released 
103,800 cusecs of water from various 
rim stations with an inflow of 56,800 
cusecs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1459.20 feet and 
was 61.20 feet higher than its dead lev-
el of 1,398 feet. Water inflow in the dam 
was recorded as 14,900 cusecs while 
outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1111.55 feet, 61.55 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water were recorded 
as 18,100 cusecs and 30,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The release of water at Kala-
bagh, Taunsa, Guddu and Sukkur was 
recorded as 58,300, 41,200, 31,100 and 
7,200 cusecs respectively. Similarly, 
from River Kabul, a total of 13,300 cu-
secs of water was released at Nowshera 
and 2,800 cusecs were released from 
River Chenab at Marala.(APP)
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University of Malakand holds its 6th Convocation 
MALAKAND: The 6th Convocation 
was held in University of Malakand 
this Monday. The honourable Chan-
cellor & Governor Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa was the chief guest. Stu-
dents of 2017 and 2018 batch of the 
university recieved medals and de-
grees in 24 different disciplines. The 
Vice Chancellor, Prof. Dr. Rashid Ah-
mad welcomed the honourable Chan-
cellor, Haji Ghulam Ali, all the distin-
guished guests, students and their 
families. The Vice Chancellor present-
ed the university’s progress, vision 
and challenges before the honour-
able Chancellor and all participants. 
59 gold medals and 173 degrees were 
conferred by the Chancellor Univer-
sity of Malakand, Haji Ghulam Ali. 
The Chancellor inaugurated two 
new boys hostels, newly construct-
ed gate and the insignia of the Uni-
versity of Malakand. The Chan-
cellor and distinguished guests 
planted saplings in the university. 
The Chancellor took notice of con-
tract employees problem and or-
dered to regularize them on priority 
after due legal process. The Chan-
cellor also pledged that his office 
will provide sports equipment for the 
gymnasium, and that his office will 
take up the matter of non provision 
of Sui-gas to the university with the 
concerned authorities. The Chancel-

lor directed the university to commu-
nicate details of under construction 
Jamia Masjid and recommendations 
for Solar electricity provision in the 
university. He pledged that he would 
wish the students’ study not to be 
suffered from power breakdowns 
and would like to gift the univer-
sity with solar power provision. 
The Vice Chancellor Dr. Rashid Ah-
mad thanked the Chancellor for his 

overwhelming support to the univer-
sity of Malakand and appreciated his 
vision for the uplift of the university.  
The former Vice Chancellors, Prof. 
Dr. Johar Ali and Prof Dr. Gul Zaman, 
Vice Chancellor Gomal University, 
Prof. Dr. Iftikhar Ahmad, and Vice 
Chancellor Agriculture Universi-
ty Swat, Prof. Dr. Azmat Ali also 
participated in the Convocation.  
(Press Release)

KMC arranges two-day 
symposium

Two brick kilns sealed

No increase in power 
tariff: Power Division

UoS holds seminar

SUKKUR: The Department of Psy-
chiatry and Behavioral Science at 
Khairpur Medical College (KMC), 
arranged the two-day symposium 
on Parenting and Mental Health is-
sues of the young generation. The 
symposium was attended by con-
sultant psychiatrists, leading con-
sultant physicians, Pediatricians, 
Cardiologists and including the 
Vice-chancellor of Indus medical 
college, Ex-DHO Khairpur and MS 
Khairpur civil hospital, Vice prin-
cipal KMC, head of NICVD Sukkur 
and almost all head of departments 
of KMC and GMMMC, Postgradu-
ate trainees, IT head, Non-teaching 
staff and students. The introduction 
of the theme and speakers was given 
by Dr Haresh Kumar Makhija while 
Dr. Moti Ram Bhatia spoke about the 
effects of screening on kids and how 
addiction is destroying our young 
generation.(APP)

KASUR: The district administration 
sealed two brick kilns and imposed 
fine Rs.40,000 on them for causing 
smog. According to District infor-
mation office press release issued 
here on Wednesday, Assistant Com-
missioner, Pattoki Awais Chishti 
along with environment pollution 
department team inspected vari-
ous kilns and sealed two kilns. The 
team imposed fine amounting to Rs 
40,000 on them. The AC said that the 
crackdown would continue and strict 
action would be taken against smog 
SOPs violators.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Ministry of Power 
Division on Tuesday refuted a news 
item appeared in a section of press 
about Rs 14.24 per unit increase in 
power tariff. There is a proposal to 
gradually recover deferred fuel sur-
charge on electricity bills for August 
and September 2022 in next eight 
months, which will end in October 
2023, said a statement issued here.
(APP)

SARGODHA: The University of Sar-
godha (UoS) on Tuesday organized a 
seminar on ‘Historical and constitu-
tional context of Pakistan’ in collabo-
ration with the Department of History 
and Pakistan Studies and Office of 
Research Innovation and Commer-
cialization. Professor of Stockholm 
University Sweden Dr Ishtiaq Ahmed, 
Dean Faculty of Arts and Humanities 
Professor Dr Ghulam Abbas Gondal, 
In-charge of Department of History 
and Pakistan Studies Dr Abrar Za-
hoor and a large number of students 
participated in the seminar.(APP)

1,638 new IT companies got registered  
with PSEB in 2022

Godown sealed for selling subsidized flour on 
high rates

Vandalism by PTI activists  proves Imran can’t 
face courts: Marriyum President for joint efforts to prevent mental 

health disorders

Admin finalizes arrangements for digital  
census to start on March 1

IIU President urges students to  
adopt patience, consistency

BoAJK’s profit increases from Rs 134 mln to 
961 mln in three years: CEO

PTI’s vandalism in judicial complex alarming,  
tantamount to contempt of court: Sherry Rehman

ADB renews resolve to work with Pakistan  
on economic challenges

PTI leaders abstain appearing ECP contempt 
case proceedings

ISLAMABAD: Around 1,638 new IT 
companies got registered with Paki-
stan Software Export Board (PSEB) 
in 2022, said an official of the IT min-
istry. He said that during the same pe-
riod, about 761 call centers and 1,463 
freelancers were also registered with 
the PSEB. He said the ministry was 
also establishing specialized incuba-
tion centers in agriculture and textile, 
aerospace technologies, gaming and 
animation to create more businesses 
in these areas and boost exports. For 
the provision of early-stage invest-
ment, he said Ignite was starting an 
accelerator programme so that ear-

ly-age startups can sustain their busi-
nesses. Ignite is collaborating with 
international partners like Plug & 
Play, orbit, DMZ , 500 global and hub 
71 so that the local startup ecosys-
tem can be exposed to internation-
al investors. He said that about 33 
million people have got themselves 
registered for freelancing courses 
under the DG Skills Programmes of 
Ignite, which is 75% more than the 
target. By June 2022, the freelancers 
trained with DG Skills have earned a 
whopping $290 million, adding to the 
country’s foreign exchange reserves.
(APP)

MULTAN: The district administra-
tion has sealed an illegal godown for 
selling subsidized flour by packing in 
private bags during a raid conducted 
here on Tuesday. As per directives of 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Omer 
Jahangir, the teams of the food de-
partment and district administration 
launching joint operations to prevent 
profiteering and hoarding of flour in 
the district. The District Food Con-
troller (DFC) Abdul Majid Khan along 
with the team raided a godown situat-

ed at Shah Rukan-e-Alam colony and 
recovered 800 bags of subsidized flour. 
The owner of the godown Muhammad 
Abdullah was selling the subsidized 
flour after packing it in private bags. 
The DFC Abdul Majid Khan said that 
the godown has been sealed while FIR 
has also registered the godown own-
er over black marketing of flour. He 
said that strict monitoring of flour sale 
points was being ensured while secu-
rity has also been beefed up at flour 
trucking points.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Minister for Informa-
tion and Broadcasting Marriyum Au-
rangzeb on Tuesday said that abus-
ing and threatening judges, attacking 
courts and vandalism at Judicial 
Complex by Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf activists was the manifestation 
that “foreign funded Toshakhana 
thief” Imran Khan could not face 
courts to answer allegations. In a 
tweet, sharing a screen grab show-

ing PTI workers breaking the door 
of Islamabad Judicial Complex, she 
opined that when courts took lenient 
views against the accused to make 
him personally appear, such inci-
dents were bound to happen. Refer-
ring to Imran Khan, she said one per-
son was attacking the Constitution 
and the country’s judicial system but 
no action was being taken against 
him.(APP) ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 

on Tuesday called for joint efforts 
by stakeholders including the fed-
eral and provincial governments, 
the community and health profes-
sionals to work for the prevention 
and treatment of mental health dis-
orders. He said that it was a matter 
of serious concern that 24 percent 
of the country’s population was suf-
fering from mental health-related is-
sues, whereas only 500 to 600 mental 
health professionals were available 
in the country to cater to the needs 

of this population. He emphasized 
the need for increasing the num-
ber of mental health professionals, 
besides strengthening the capacity 
of general health professionals by 
training them to address the chal-
lenge of rising mental health disor-
ders. The president expressed these 
views while chairing a meeting on 
mental health through the video 
link. President of Pakistani Ameri-
can Psychiatric Association of North 
America (PAPANA), Dr Muhammad 
Zeeshan, representatives of the Na-
tional Commission of Human Rights, 
World Health Organization, Pakistan 
Psychological Association, Pakistan 
Psychiatric Society, Taskeen Health 
Initiative, and Ministry of National 
Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination attended the meeting.
(APP)

RAWALPINDI: All arrangements 
have been finalized to launch the 
first-ever digital population census in 
Rawalpindi Division from March 1. 
According to a district administration 
spokesman, the administration on the 
directives of Commissioner Rawal-
pindi Division, Liaquat Ali Chattha 
had finalized all the arrangements for 
the digital census. The Commission-
er had directed the authorities con-
cerned to complete all the arrange-
ments on an emergency basis, he said. 
The Commissioner had also instruct-
ed the officers to perform their duties 
with commitment and dedication and 
warned that negligence on part of 
the officials concerned would not be 

tolerated. The Deputy Commission-
ers of the division were directed to 
ensure the establishment of a control 
room and the provision of funds for 
the census. The authorities of all the 
departments were also directed to 
nominate their focal persons for coor-
dination at the district and tehsil level 
to review the administrative issues 
and remove the problems if any. The 
spokesman informed that the Police 
on the directives of RPO Rawalpindi 
Region Syed Khurram Ali had also 
finalized foolproof security arrange-
ments for the census. The RPO had 
directed the District Police Officers of 
the region to finalize the best arrange-
ments in this regard.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President, Interna-
tional Islamic University (IIU), Dr. 
Hathal Homoud Alotaibi Tuesday 
urged the students to adopt patience 
and consistency which were the at-
tributes that lead to success. He was 
addressing an enthralled audience 
of newly admitted students in a wel-
come orientation ceremony held at 
Faisal Masjid. The ceremony was 
organized by Directorates of Stu-
dents Affairs (male and female) of 
the university. In a maiden speech to 
the new students in presence of Vice 
President Academics, Students Advi-
sors and relevant officials, the pres-
ident IIU termed hard work, dedi-
cated learning and devotion key to 
success. “You are the future, take the 

responsibility and raise the lamp of 
knowledge, we will always be there 
to make your life a real success” Dr. 
Hathal said while discussing the im-
portance of youth. “We are commit-
ted to provide all the logistic, learn-
ing and counseling support in all 
fields to our students, our mission is 
to prepare the generations for the fu-
ture” the IIU president said. He said 
that love for the homeland was a nec-
essary attribute that must be adopted 
by the youth. He also called upon the 
educational institutions to inculcate 
the passion and love for the country 
in the minds of youth. Dr. Hathal also 
hailed the fervor and emotional at-
tachment of the Pakistani nation for 
its homeland. (APP)

MUZAFFARABAD: The Bank of 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir launched 
‘Excellence Customer Service Cam-
paign’ to improve banking services 
to cater the needs of modern age, 
besides promoting business rela-
tions with customers. Chief Exec-
utive Officer and President of the 
Bank Khawar Saeed inaugurated 
the campaign at a ceremony hosted 
at Ladies Branch here at C/1 sector, 
here on Monday. Besides customers, 
executives and officers of the bank 
attended the ceremony. Speaking 
on the occasion, said that the most 
profitable institution of the state had 
moved towards progress. “In the last 

three years, the profit of the institu-
tion has increased from 134 million 
rupees to 961 million rupees. The 
profit has increased by 110% during 
the last year, which is a reflection of 
the strong trust of the customers in 
the bank”, Khawar Saeed said. The 
CEO informed the audience about 
the bank’s various loan schemes and 
customer services. Exhorting the 
staff to strengthen business relations 
with customers and improve custom-
er service, he said that customers 
were their most valuable asset and 
providing them with the “best bank-
ing services is at the top of our prior-
ities.” (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sherry Reh-
man on Tuesday said the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) demonstration 
and vandalism in the judicial complex 
was alarming and tantamount to con-
tempt of court. In a series of tweets, 
the federal minister expressed her 
reaction to PTI chief Imran Khan’s ap-
pearance before the Court in different 
cases. Senator Sherry Rehman termed 

PTI chief Imran Khan was staging a 
drama earlier in Lahore and today 
on the premises of Islamabad High 
Court. “Imran Khan is appearing with 
a procession to influence the court and 
avoid arrest,” she added. She said that 
the court should take notice of this 
systematic demonstration and attack. 
“The court should not wait for the ap-
pearance of a proven thief every time, 
she added.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: A delegation of Exec-
utive Directors of the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) of Japan, China 
and South Korea called on Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif here Tuesday 
and renewed ADB’s resolve to con-
tinue working closely with Pakistan 
in addressing its economic challeng-
es. The prime minister lauded ADB’s 
longstanding association with Paki-
stan and for being a reliable partner 
in the socioeconomic development of 
Pakistan. He appreciated ADB’s gen-
erous support in the wake of the 2022 
floods. This includes the emergency 
relief grant, Post Disaster Needs As-
sessment, and pledges made during 
the Climate Resilience Conference in 
Geneva. The prime minister appreci-
ated ADB’s financing across key eco-

nomic sectors of Pakistan, particularly 
transport, energy, climate change, and 
social sector. He expressed the hope 
that ADB’s would continue its strong 
partnership with Pakistan in address-
ing the country’s macroeconomic 
challenges. The participants were ap-
prised that the 9th review under the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
programme is progressing well with 
staff-level agreement expected in the 
next few days. The prime minister 
underlined that Pakistan is commit-
ted to complete the reforms agreed in 
the programme. The ADB’s executive 
directors expressed their deep satis-
faction with the government’s efforts 
in addressing the huge challenges of 
the devastation caused by the recent 
floods. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Not even a single 
leader from Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) was appeared in the 
hearing of contempt of commis-
sion proceedings against former 
prime minister and Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf (PTI) Chairman Im-
ran Khan and other party leaders 
Asad Umer and Chaudhary Fawad 
Hussain. Four-member bench of 

the ECP is headed by Member 
ECP Sindh Nisar Ahmed Durrani 
and comprising Member ECP Ba-
lochistan Shah Muhammad Jatoi, 
Member ECP Punjab Babar Has-
san Bharwana and Member ECP 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Justice (retd) 
Ikramullah Khan heard the case 
against Imran Khan, Asad Umar 
and Fawad Chaudhry. (APP)
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China boosts Russian coal imports – data

White House admits Russia has survived Western sanctions

Saudi textiles industry investments exceed $1bn: MODON CEO

Toshiba’s US$15bil deal leaves global funds on sidelines

SABIC’s revenue rises by 13% to $53bn in 2022

Australia blocks Chinese investment in rare earths firm

Goldman Sachs, HSBC, and JP Morgan set to head to Riyadh for 
agenda-setting financial conference

VW China CEO finds no forced labour in Xinjiang plant visit

BEIJING: Russian coal exports to 
China via the Zabaikalsk-Manzhou-
li railway crossing have surged by 
214% compared to last year, the 
Russian Consulate General in the 
northeast province of Harbin an-
nounced on Monday. In the first 
40 days of 2023 supplies exceed-
ed 438,000 tons, with more than 
6,200 freight cars of coal exported 
to China, the consulate said. The 
Asian country is using Russian coal 
to generate electricity and heat in 

the provinces of Heilongjiang, Jilin 
and Liaoning, as well as in the east 
of the Inner Mongolia autonomous 
region. Earlier this month, Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Aleksandr 
Novak said that Moscow ramped up 

coal supplies to China by 11.2% to 
59.5 million tons in 2022. Supplies 
of coking coal for the steel industry 
have more than doubled compared 
to the previous year. A boost in Rus-
sian coal exports to China comes as 
Moscow diverts its trade following 
the EU’s import ban on the coun-
try’s coal. Meanwhile, Beijing has 
substantially increased coal con-
sumption as its industrial activity 
rebounds after three years of Covid 
restrictions. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: The Russian economy 
has managed to hold up against 
the massive sanctions imposed by 
Western countries and their allies 
over Moscow’s military operation 
in Ukraine, White House Nation-
al Security Council spokesman 
John Kirby admitted on Friday. As 
the conflict enters its second year, 
Washington revealed more anti-Rus-
sia penalties, targeting dozens of 

companies and individuals linked 
to the country, and raising tariffs on 
Russian goods whose imports were 
still allowed. Meanwhile, the EU 

approved its tenth package of sanc-
tions against Russia, which includes 
export limitations on dual-use items 
and technology, measures against 
so-called Russian disinformation, 
and new restrictions against indi-
viduals and entities for their alleged 
support of the Russian military. 
Western allies Britain, Switzerland, 
Australia, Japan and New Zealand 
joined the measures.(Agencies)

RIYADH: With the industrial sector in 
Saudi Arabia going through massive 
developments, the Kingdom’s textiles 
and fabrics industries have recorded 
over SR4.1 billion ($1 billion) worth of 
investment, revealed the CEO of the 
Saudi Authority for Industrial Cities 
and Technology Zones.  Majed Al-Ar-
goubi said this funding has been dis-
tributed over 125 industrial contracts 
in 19 industrial cities, covering a total 
area of more than one million sq. m, 

reported Saudi Press Agency.  Also 
known as MODON, the government 
body is responsible for the develop-
ment of fully integrated service indus-
trial lands to the highest standards, 

and the agency currently oversees 
35 existing and under development 
industrial cities in various regions of 
the Kingdom, in addition to supervis-
ing private industrial cities.  Accord-
ing to Al-Argoubi, the textiles and 
men’s supplies sector is experiencing 
high growth in the Kingdom. As most 
of its raw materials are sourced from 
Saudi Arabia, he said this makes it 
an attractive sector for investments. 
(Agencies)

TOKYO: The US$15 billion buyout of 
Toshiba Corp is increasingly looking 
like a purely Japanese affair as most 
international buyout firms are poised 
to drop from the deal, according to 
people familiar with the matter. Talks 
to bring Blackstone Inc, BPEA EQT 
and CVC Capital Partners on as eq-
uity investors have stalled, the peo-
ple said, asking not to be identified 
because the matter is private. The 
bidding group led by homegrown 

fund Japan Industrial Partners Inc 
presently includes domestic firms, 
the people said. The private equi-
ty investors are concerned about 
the valuation, complexity and polit-

ical nature of the deal, some of the 
people said. The Japanese bidding 
consortium also wants to avoid trig-
gering Chinese antitrust scrutiny by 
bringing in foreign investors, they 
said. A rival consortium led by Ja-
pan Investment Corp is also seen as 
less likely to submit a bid, the people 
said. Foreign firms Bain Capital and 
MBK Partners have discussed join-
ing JIC’s bid, Bloomberg News has 
reported. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Basic Industries Corp. 
has reported a 13 percent rise in total 
revenue to SR198.47 billion ($52.88 
billion) in 2022, up from SR174.88 bil-
lion recorded in 2021.  According to 
a bourse filing, however, the compa-
ny’s net profit fell by 28.35 percent to 
SR16.53 billion in 2022, due to a lower 
profit margin amid rising distribution 
costs.  “SABIC 2022 results remain 
strong despite challenging market 

conditions. Our sales volumes con-
tinue to grow, exceeding the previous 
year’s sales by 9 percent and driven by 
growth projects, improved reliability, 

inventory optimization and synergies 
with Saudi Aramco,” said Abdulrah-
man Al-Fageeh, SABIC’s acting CEO.  
In a statement given to the Saudi stock 
exchange, SABIC said the decrease in 
its net income is mainly attributable 
to lower profit margins for most of its 
key products which were driven by 
higher feedstock prices in addition to 
an increase in selling and distribution 
costs. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Northern Minerals Ltd on 
Tuesday said Australia’s government 
has blocked the heavy rare earths 
producer’s largest shareholder, Chi-
na’s Yuxiao Fund, from increasing its 
investment on grounds of national 
interest. Yuxiao Fund sought Foreign 
Investment Review Board approv-
al in August to raise its ownership to 
19.9% from 9.92%. A government reg-
ister showed Treasurer Jim Chalmers 

signed a prevention order on Feb 15. 
The fund is an investment vehicle of 
Yuxiao Wu who also owns miners in 
Mozambique supplying lower-grade 

rare earths to China, Northern Min-
erals executive chairman Nick Curtis 
told Reuters. “There is a special cate-
gory of assets for any government to 
protect its national interest,” Curtis 
said. Wu invested in Northern Miner-
als for financial reasons, not to supply 
China, and voted in favour of an exclu-
sive supply deal with Australia’s Iluka 
Resources Ltd last year, Curtis said. 
(Agencies)

RIYADH: Representatives from 
Goldman Sachs. Credit Suisse, and 
HSBC are among members of the 
global financial community set to 
gather in Riyadh from March 15-16 
for the second edition of the Finan-
cial Sector Conference, being held 
under the slogan “Promising Finan-
cial Horizons”. Leaders and senior 
executives from some of the most 
prominent international institutions 

will work alongside government 
ministers and other decision mak-
ers to help set the industry agenda 
for 2023 and explore solutions to 

the challenges facing the sector. 
The conference will see delegates 
from banks, venture capitalists, 
market specialists and investment 
gurus from Asia, Europe and North 
America joining regional experts in 
a series of presentations and pan-
el discussions and debates. Other 
companies set to be represented 
include Deutsche Bank, JP Morgan 
and S&P Ratings. (Agencies)

BERLIN: Volkswagen is contractual-
ly committed to its plant in Xinjiang 
until 2030, it said on Tuesday, after 
its China chief made the first visit 
by senior management to the plant 
in mid-February and said he saw no 
signs of forced labour. Ralf Brand-
staetter, who has headed the car-
maker’s China operations since the 
middle of last year, spent 1-1/2 days 
on Feb 16-17 touring the facility 
with Volkswagen’s compliance and 

external relations chief in China. 
He spoke at length to seven workers 
individually – including Han Chi-
nese, Uyghurs and Kazakhs – some 
through a translator of Volkswa-

gen’s choice and some in English, 
and held shorter discussions with 
other workers on his tour, which he 
said occurred without government 
supervision.“I can talk to people 
and draw my conclusions. I can try 
and verify the facts from joint ven-
ture partner SAIC, and that’s what 
I did. I didn’t find any contradic-
tions,” Brandstaetter said, adding 
it was his first visit but not his last.  
(Agencies)

UK and EU strike post-Brexit deal

Oil heads for fourth monthly drop  
on US rate concerns

Asian tourism stocks rise as pandemic  
travel curbs ease

Deaths in Japan nearly doubled birth rate in 2022

India’s economy slowing as rising rates hurt demand

US awards US$1bil to airports in infrastructure grants

LONDON: Britain and the EU 
have signed off an agreement on a 
post-Brexit issue regarding Northern 
Ireland to end trade disputes in the 
region. The agreement was struck 
during high-level talks on Monday 
in Windsor, England, between UK 
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Eu-
ropean Commission President Ursu-
la von der Leyen. The pact will deter-
mine how border checks are handled 
in Northern Ireland, which is part 
of the UK but shares a land border 
with the Republic of Ireland, an EU 
member state. Before Brexit, it was 
easy to transport goods across that 
border because both sides followed 
the same EU rules. “An agreement 

has been reached. The deal is done,” 
a senior UK government source said, 
as quoted by The Independent. Ac-
cording to The Guardian, also citing 
government sources, Sunak said at 
the meeting that the UK and the EU 
have had their differences, but they 
are friends. This is the beginning of 
a “new chapter,” he reportedly said.
(Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Oil headed for a 
fourth consecutive monthly decline 
as concerns about tighter mone-
tary policy and swelling stockpiles 
in the US eclipsed optimism about 
rising demand in top importer Chi-
na. West Texas Intermediate ticked 
above US$76 a barrel but is still 
down more than 3% this month. 
Crude has been burdened in Febru-
ary as signs of sticky inflation in the 
US have spurred expectations the 
Federal Reserve will keep hiking. 
That’s aided the dollar, hurting com-
modities priced in the currency. Oil 
prices have also been weighed down 
by rising US stockpiles, which are at 
the highest level since May 2021. As 

part of that increase, there have been 
builds in crude holdings at the key 
storage hub in Cushing, Oklahoma. 
Crude has softened in 2023 despite 
China’s rapid reemergence from 
Covid Zero and a host of signs the 
nation’s energy consumption is pick-
ing up. Vitol Group said on Monday 
that global oil demand may hit a re-
cord later this year. (Agencies)

THAILAND: Asia’s tourism and con-
sumer stocks are rising on optimism 
more Chinese will travel as some 
pandemic-related restrictions ease. 
Tokyo Disney Resort operator Ori-
ental Land Co gained 3.5%, giving 
the biggest boost to Japan’s bench-
mark index, while cosmetics maker 
Shiseido Co climbed 2%. The shares 
advanced after Japan said it will 
ease Covid testing requirements for 
China’s travellers from March 1. In 
Hong Kong, the coming end to one of 
the world’s longest mask mandates 
helped lift shares of beauty company 

Sa Sa International Holdings by more 
than 4% and pulled up mall-related 
stocks such as Wharf Real Estate 
Investment Co. South Korea’s Hana 
Tour Service Inc gained more than 
6%, set for its biggest rally in more 
than five months. “The boom in coun-
tries such as Japan, Hong Kong and 
South Korea would be even stronger 
than in Asean, as restrictions in those 
countries were more stringent,” said 
Nirgunan Tiruchelvam, an analyst 
at Aletheia Capital. “There is even 
greater potential for a travel revival in 
those countries.” (Agencies)

TOKYO: Total deaths in Japan jumped 
nearly 9% in 2022 from the previous 
year, underscoring the severe im-
pact of the ageing population and the 
Covid pandemic. A record 1,582,033 
people, including foreigners living in 
Japan and Japanese citizens living 
abroad, died last year, according to 
preliminary data released by the Min-
istry of Health, Labor and Welfare 
on Tuesday. The pace of the rise in 
deaths jumped from 4.9% in 2021 to 
8.9%. A large number of people died 
after being infected with Covid – Ja-
pan has reported about 72,000 pan-

demic-related deaths since the onset 
of the disease in early 2020. But the 
underlying reason is the greying of 
society, with a government estimate 
released last month showing that 29% 
of the population is now 65 years old 
or older. The number of deaths was 
nearly double that of births. The num-
ber of newborns fell 5.1% to 799,728 
in 2022, with the pace of decline ac-
celerating from 3.4% the previous 
year. This stems from the shrinking 
number of Japanese of childbearing 
age and their declining propensity to 
have children. (Agencies)

NEW DELHI: India’s economic ex-
pansion likely slowed in the Octo-
ber-December period, as rising bor-
rowing costs crimp consumption 
that’s a key growth driver. Gross do-
mestic product probably rose 4.7% 
last quarter from a year ago, accord-
ing to a median estimate of econo-
mists in a Bloomberg survey ahead 
of data due Tuesday at 5.30pm local 
time. That will be the slowest quar-
terly performance since the 4.09% 
expansion in the three months ended 
March last year. Economists are pro-
jecting growth of 6.9% for the fiscal 
year from April 2022 to March 2023 — 
a tad below the government’s prior 7% 

estimate and slightly higher than the 
International Monetary Fund’s 6.8% 
projection.“There are signs that high-
er interest rates are feeding through to 
the real economy,” said Shilan Shah, a 
senior economist at Capital Econom-
ics in Singapore, citing falling passen-
ger vehicle sales and slowing retail 
transactions. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: The Federal Avia-
tion Administration said Monday it is 
awarding nearly US$1 billion to 99 US 
airport terminal projects under a 2021 
US$1 trillion infrastructure law. The 
awards include US$10.8 million to Des 
Moines International Airport in Iowa to 
replace the 1948 terminal that is oper-
ating above capacity and US$29 million 
to Salt Lake City International Airport 
in Utah for a terminal and concourse 
redevelopment programme. This is 
the second phase of funding – the FAA 
awarded nearly US$1 billion for air-
port terminal projects announced for 

85 airports last year. The FAA said the 
grants will help “meet the growing de-
mand for air travel and invest in key 
areas to help get travellers in and out 
of airports more quickly and improve 
the passenger experience by investing 
in new baggage systems, larger secu-
rity checkpoints and improved ground 
transportation.” (Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You may feel the urge to 
whip up something in the kitchen, 
even if that’s ordinarily more or less 
off-limits to you! Sometimes your 
domestic impulses can’t be con-
trolled, though, so go for it!
– TAURUS: You need to sit down 
with that one family member or co-
worker who is slowing things down 
and tell them how you feel about it. 
This may or may not lead to change, 
but it’s an important first step. 
– GEMINI: Today is perfect for try-
ing out new ways to save money, ei-
ther through trimming expenses or 
something like automatic deposits 
into a savings account.
– CANCER: You’ve got to assert 
yourself today, and it’s much easier 
than it has been in the past! People 
are more willing than ever to hear 
you out and accept your plans.
– LEO: You may not really under-
stand what’s going on today or why 
you’re responding the way you are, 
but that’s perfectly okay. You could 
be on autopilot in some way, but it’s 
for a good reason.

– VIRGO: This isn’t the best day to 
go solo. You need the stimulation 
that only other people can bring, 
and you ought to be able to get 
them to stick with your program. 
Remember to go for a compromise 
if needed!
– LIBRA: Your heart may be racing 
for no good reason today, but that 
doesn’t mean it doesn’t feel excit-
ing or frightening! Let it go and try 
to just see your current emotional 
state as a temporary situation.
– SCORPIO: Any issues you face 
that require deep thought are eas-
ier to pin down today. Your mind is 
sharp and focused, and you should 
have all or most of the facts you 
need to make a wise judgment.
– SAGITTARIUS: You may be 
spending more time and energy 
than usual on relationship mainte-
nance, and that includes clients at 
work and distant family members 
as well as romantic connections! 
It’s tiring but well worth it.
– CAPRICORN: You’re feeling the 
urge to try out a few new ideas to-
day, and you might be able to come 
up with a few that are worth check-
ing out quickly. Make sure to take 
input from all corners, though!
– ACQUARIUS: You’ve got plans 
that you want to see through, but 
you’ve also got feelings that are 
hard to ignore. You might need to 
try something different to integrate 
the different sides of your person-
ality.
– PISCES: Try not to worry too 
much about the seemingly serious 
issues of the day. Your creative en-
ergy and ideas should make life a 
lot easier to deal with for everyone. 
You can get pretty silly if you like!
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Alcaraz unlikely to play in Acapulco, says coach

Japanese authorities seek criminal charges over Olympics contracts

Canada Soccer president resigns, says ‘this moment requires change’

Yeoh impressed by pocket rocketman’s never-say-die attitude

Riyadh prepares to host final stages of Indian football’s historic Santosh Trophy

Kelly eyes top 30 in LPGA Tour

Saud Al-Sharif ‘honored’ to make first professional cut, at event in Doha

England captain Stokes has no regrets over follow-on

RIO DE JANEIRO: World number two 
Carlos Alcaraz is unlikely to play in 
Acapulco this week after picking up 
an injury in the Rio Open final, one 
of his coaches said. The 19-year-old, 
who spent more than three months 
out of action due to abdominal and 
hamstring injuries, returned to the 
ATP Tour to win the Buenos Aires ti-
tle by beating Cameron Norrie before 
losing to the Briton in the Rio final on 
Sunday. Alcaraz needed treatment for 
a left leg problem during his semifinal 

in Rio and picked up an injury to the 
other leg against Norrie, leaving him 
doubtful for his first hardcourt event 
of 2023. Coach Antonio Martinez Cas-

cales, who has accompanied Alcaraz 
on the South American swing, hoped 
that the problem was not too serious 
but said it was tough to see the US 
Open champion making his opening 
round tie against American Macken-
zie McDonald on Tuesday. “I hope it’s 
a simple contracture,” Cascales was 
quoted as saying by Madrid daily La 
Razon. “But it’s difficult for him to 
play in Acapulco because of the sur-
face change and without having any 
previous training.” (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s Fair Trade Commis-
sion said on Tuesday it filed criminal 
complaints against Dentsu and five 
other advertising firms as well as seven 
individuals over alleged bid-rigging on 
contracts for the Tokyo 2020 Olympics. 
The complaint marks the latest devel-
opment in months of investigations into 
alleged corruption in the planning and 
sponsorship of the Tokyo Olympics and 
Paralympics Games, held in 2021 after 
a pandemic-driven postponement. “We 
determined that this is a malicious and 

serious case that will have a broad im-
pact on people’s lives,” FTC investigator 
Goh Okumura told a media briefing. 
The other companies named in the 
complaint are Hakuhodo DY Holdings 

Inc, Tokyu Agency Inc, Fuji Creative 
Corporation, Cerespo Co and Same 
Two Inc, the FTC said. Prosecutors this 
month arrested a former Tokyo Olym-
pics organising committee official and 
executives at Dentsu and others over 
the case, in which the agencies were 
suspected of colluding in 2018 to rig the 
bids for the Games’ test events. Dentsu, 
Cerespo and Fuji Creative have already 
been barred from bidding for contracts 
at the industry, foreign and education 
ministries for nine months. (Agencies)

OTTAWA: Canada Soccer president 
Nick Bontis announced his resigna-
tion on Monday, effective immediate-
ly, amid an ongoing labour dispute 
between the national governing body 
and the country’s men’s and wom-
en’s national teams. Bontis, who was 
elected Canada Soccer president in 
November 2020, said both programs, 
which have each said their budgets 
are being cut, have the potential to 
sign a “historic collective bargaining 

agreement.” The Canadian wom-
en’s team recently escalated their 
protest over pay equity issues when 

they wore purple shirts that read 
“Enough is enough” ahead of their 
opening match of the recent SheBe-
lievesCup. “While I have been one 
of the biggest proponents of equal-
izing the competitive performance 
environment for our Women’s Na-
tional Team, I will unfortunately not 
be leading this organization when it 
happens,” Bontis said in a statement. 
“I acknowledge that this moment re-
quires change.” (Agencies)

PUTRAJAYA: Youth and Sports Minis-
ter Hannah Yeoh has praised national 
cycling ace Datuk Mohd Azizulhasni 
Awang (pix) for his approach to sports, 
saying she was not surprised by his sil-
ver medal finish in the keirin event of 
UCI Nations Cup Championship in Ja-
karta recently. Yeoh described the 2017 
keirin world champion as an athlete 
who is always thirsty for victory and 
strives to improve himself. She said the 
35-year-old athlete nicknamed Pocket 
Rocketman does not have a ‘victim’ 

mindset and proved so through his lat-
est achievement, despite having under-
gone open heart surgery in April last 
year. “Sports champions cannot have 
a victim mindset. From what I see, he 

excels in this aspect compared to other 
athletes; he does not offer excuses and 
will work around his limitations to im-
prove himself. “I hope he can help oth-
er athletes to adopt the same mentali-
ty,“ she said when met at the ministry’s 
Open Day at Menara KBS here today.
Yeoh said in sports, mental strength 
and perseverance are just as important 
as physical endurance. Victim mental-
ity is a trait of a person who tends to 
blame others and claims himself to be 
a victim of circumstances. (Agencies)

RIYADH: Saudi Arabia is set to host the 
2022-23 semifinals and final of the Hero 
Santosh Trophy, India’s historic football 
championship — in Riyadh on March 1 
and March 4. The Kingdom becomes 
the first overseas country to stage the 
knockout stages of the competition 
since its inception in 1941. The hosting 
of the 76th trophy event forms part of 
the Saudi Arabian Football Federation 
(SAFF) and All India Football Federa-
tion’s (AIFF) strong relationship across 
all areas of the game. The relationship 

was solidified in October last year with 
the signing of a memorandum of un-
derstanding that covers differnt areas 
of the game, from youth development 

to coaching to women’s football. King 
Fahd International Stadium will host 
the four matches, giving the opportu-
nity for football fans and India’s large 
expatriate population in Riyadh to wit-
ness history. The 68,000-capacity venue 
has been home to major events on the 
international football calendar since 
the start of year — such as the Span-
ish Super Cup between Real Madrid, 
Barcelona, Real Betis and Valencia, and 
the Italian Super Cup contested by AC 
Milan and Inter Milan. (Agencies)

PETALING JAYA: Malaysia’s top wom-
en’s golfer Kelly Tan (pix) is targeting 
to be among the top 30 in the Ladies 
Professional Golf Association (LPGA) 
Tour this year. The three-time Ma-
laysian Open winner said this target 

would help her realise her ambition of 
becoming the first Malaysian golfer to 
win an LPGA Tour title. “Right now I’m 
67 on the LPGA Tour. I think playing 
on the LPGA Tour itself for 10 years 
in a row is a big achievement for me. I 

know there is a bigger goal, to become 
the first Malaysian to win LPGA. “So, 
I’m targeting top 30 this year, and I 
know eventually when I keep putting 
myself in that position, I will be more 
comfortable,” (Agencies)

DOHA: Saudi golfer Saud Al-Sharif 
has spoken of his delight after making 
his first-ever cut as a professional. The 
International Series Qatar at the week-
end was only his third tournament 
since his pro debut at this month’s PIF 
Saudi International powered by Soft-
Bank Investment Advisers. His success 
at the Asian Tour tournament in Doha 
marked a successful couple of weeks 
for Saudi golfers, after Faisal Salhab 

made the cut at the International Series 
Oman the previous weekend in only his 
second professional start. “It’s such an 

honor to be one of Saudi Arabia’s ear-
liest professional golfers and to travel 
all around the world and represent the 
Kingdom,” said Al-Sharif. “But to make 
a cut so early on in my professional ca-
reer is fantastic. It feels great to be com-
peting out on the International Series 
and we have been welcomed warmly 
by the Asian Tour. It’s just a great feel-
ing to be here and competing alongside 
fellow professionals.” (Agencies)

LONDON: New Zealand pulled off 
a remarkable one-run win over En-
gland on Tuesday as lionhearted 
paceman Neil Wagner’s heroics saw 
the hosts become just the fourth side 
in test history to claim victory after 
being asked to follow on. Wagner 
took four wickets and two crucial 
catches at Wellington’s Basin Re-
serve, where the hosts recorded only 
the second one-run victory in test 
cricket following West Indies’ famous 
1993 win in Adelaide. New Zealand 

had Wagner to thank for one of the 
most dramatic outcomes seen in the 
game as he came back from a trounc-
ing by England’s batsmen to take the 

last wicket of James Anderson at the 
end of a manic day five. Having set 
England 258 to win, New Zealand’s 
hopes had faded after lunch as Joe 
Root (95) and captain Ben Stokes (33) 
produced a 121-run stand to cut the 
deficit to 57 runs with five wickets in 
hand on a sunny Tuesday afternoon. 
Enter Wagner, who had bled more 
than eight runs an over in the third in-
nings when England romped to a 267-
run win in the series-opener at Mount 
Maunganui. (Agencies)

Messi named Fifa player of 2022

Saudi rowing team wins international bronze medal

 Angry Birds developer will delist iconic game from 
Google Play 

PARIS: Lionel Messi was named Fifa 
player of the year 2022 on Monday 
as Argentina scooped all major men’s 
awards after winning a vintage World 
Cup final last December. The 35-year-
old forward scored two goals in the 
final against France, with the South 
Americans emerging triumphant on 
penalties following a 3-3 draw after ex-
tra time in Qatar. “It’s amazing. It was 
a tremendous year and it is an honour 
for me to be here tonight and win this 
award”, said Messi, who sat next to 
France forward and Paris St Germain 
team mate Kylian Mbappe throughout 
the ceremony at Paris’s Salle Pleyel. 
Mbappe, also nominated for the highly 

anticipated award of the night, netted 
a hat-trick in the World Cup final but 
his achievement was overshadowed 
as Messi finally won the most covet-
ed trophy in world football. “I want to 
express my thanks to (coach Lionel) 
Scaloni and my team mates, without 
them I would not be here,” Messi add-
ed. (Agencies)

RIYADH: The Saudi rowing team won 
the bronze medal in the mixed relay 
category at the World Indoor Rowing 
Championships, which concluded 
Sunday in Mississauga, Canada. The 

medal was won by the quad of Has-
san Qadri, Khaled Shaker, Faten Mir-
za and Eman Rafik, after they came 
third with a time of 05:50:03. British 
coach Matthew Tarrant chose 28 male 
and female rowers who participated 
in 24 different categories, in which 
they were able to achieve advanced 
numbers and positions. The chairman 
of the board of directors of the Saudi 
Rowing Federation, Ali Hussein Ali 
Reda, expressed his happiness at the 
Saudi team’s achievement, extending 
his congratulations to the rowers and 
the technical and administrative bod-
ies. “We are proud of this achievement 
and we look forward to further hard 
work to achieve the best results and 
championships during the coming pe-
riod, within the strategic plan that we 
have developed,” he said. (Agencies)

HELSINKI: Rovio, the developer of 
the beloved smartphone game Angry 
Birds, is retiring its classic app for An-
droid users with just two days’ lead 
time, after bringing it back to much fan-
fare last year. The company announced 
on Tuesday that “due to the game’s 
impact on our wider games portfolio,” 
it would be delisted from the Google 
Play Store on Thursday. The game will 
remain available to iPhone users and 
renamed as Red’s First Flight “pending 
further review,” Rovio said. The classic 
app, which launched a massive fran-
chise including more than two dozen 
sequels, two film adaptations, and a 
Netflix show, will “remain playable on 
devices on which the game has been 
downloaded,” the developer reassured 
its followers. While acknowledging 
the “sad news for many fans,” Rovio 

strongly encouraged grieving Angry 
Birds lovers to try out “our live Angry 
Birds slingshot games such as Angry 
Birds 2, Angry Birds Friends, and An-
gry Birds Journey.” Senior Brand and 
Community Development Manager 
Shawn “Buck” Buckelew took to Dis-
cord to elaborate on why the game was 
being partially retired, revealing it was 
“negatively impacting our other games, 
which is what we as a company have to 
focus on.” Rovio Classics: Angry Birds 
was reanimated in 2019 for a $1 one-
time fee. (Agencies)
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BISP striving to address vulnerability, empower 
women through financial assistance, Marri 

President for promoting skilled-based education

Business leaders  answerable to help communities 
by taking experience into the social sector.

APUBTA elected cabinet called on the BPS faculty  
of Hazara university Mansehar and university of Haripur 

ISLAMABAD: Shazia Marri Federal 
Minister for Poverty Alleviation and 
Social Safety & Chairperson Benazir 
Income Support Programme-BISP, 
has said that the Government of Pa-
kistan through BISP is striving to 
address vulnerability of women by 
empowering them through income 
support to poorest of the poor families. 
This she said in a meeting with Dr Luay 
Shabaneh, representative of United Na-
tions Fund for Population-UNFPA. Sec-
retary Ministry of Poverty Alleviation & 
Social Safety Mr. Ghufran Memon and 
Secretary BISP Mr. Yusuf Khan also 
attended the meeting. Ms. Marri while 
briefing the UNFPA Representative on 
BISP’s initiatives, said that this income 
support programme was started in 2008 
and it is now extending an annolual Ra 
28000/_ financial support on Rs 7000/- 
quarterly installments basis to around 9 

Million families. She said that the govern-
ment has decided to increase this amount 
of income support by 25%, that is, now 
quarterly installment will be Rs. 9000. 
Chairperson BISP further briefed Dr. 
Shabaneh about other initiatives includ-
ing Benazir Nashonuma under which the 
government extends help mothers and 
child with nutrition right from pregnancy 
and child up to two years age. She also 
briefed on Benazir Taleemi Wazaif Pro-
gramme under which 9 Million children 
are getting funds and this has helped to 
increase enrolment and addressed the 
dropout issue. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Tuesday underscored the need for 
promoting skills-based and technical 
education in the country to meet the 
needs of the industry and others sec-
tors of the economy. He highlighted 
that almost 22 million children were 
out of schools, adding that urgent 
measures were needed for their intel-
lectual and physical development to 
make them useful citizens of the coun-
try. The president expressed these 
views while chairing a meeting of the 
Senate of National Skills University 
(NSU), at Aiwan-e-Sadr, Islamabad. 
The president emphasized that NSU 
needed to produce more skilled peo-
ple by equipping them with the latest 
skill sets to fully meet the demands of 
the market. He highlighted the need 
for career counselling for students by 
the universities to help them choose 
appropriate professions. He asked 

the NSU management to establish 
linkages with national and interna-
tional technical education institutions 
to improve the quality and skills of 
its graduates. Prof Dr Muhammad 
Mukhtar, VC of NSU, briefed the 
meeting about the role of the uni-
versity in promoting skill-based edu-
cation in the country. The Senate of 
NSU also confirmed the minutes of 
the 4th meeting of the Senate, besides 
endorsing the decisions taken by the 
VC on behalf of the Senate. The meet-
ing also approved the establishment 
of the NSU sub-campus in Muridke, 
Sheikhupura. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: The SquarePeg, a 
leading women-led digital market-
ing agency, remained the centre of 
attention at ITCN Asia 2023 which 
served as inspiration for other 
women leaders and professionals. 
 An information technology and tele-
com show that was recently held 
at the Pak-China friendship centre, 
with massive footfall, and provided 
an outstanding opportunity for the 
entire tech ecosystem of Pakistan. 
The SquarePeg with a diverse cul-
ture that encourages innovation and 
creativity was passionate about em-
powering and supporting women 
in the tech industry. People from all 
walks of life took great interest in the 

company’s booth, they learned more 
about their services, met their team, 
and explored how the agency helps 
other businesses thrive in the digital 
age. At the occasion, Zunaira Omar, 
founder of The SquarePeg said that 
more women representation with cre-
ative and innovative minds is needed 
in this growing sector and we aim to 
work toward a healthier and more 
just world. “We believe in inclusive-
ness to drive innovation and growth, 
and we are committed to building 
lasting relationships with our part-
ners,” said Qanaita Mehmood, Senior 
Project Expert. Founder President 
IWCCI Samina Fazil and members of 
the trade body also visited the expo 
to support the initiatives of the wom-
en entrepreneurs. Business leaders 
should be answering more calls to 
address some of the most pressing is-
sues and help communities by taking 
their experience into the social sector. 
(APP)

The All Pakistan Universities BPS 
Teachers Association’ President Dr 
Sami ur Rahman and GS Dr Imtiaz 
Ahmad, Dr Jawad Khan VP APUBTA 
KP Chapter and Dr M Usman member 
core committee visited on February 28.  
The aim of this visit was to discuss 
the current issues of the BPS faculty 
regarding the deprivation of service 
structure and violation of HEC ordi-
nance by the HEC. This violation  has 
created a massive unrest in the career 
path of the BPS faculty in terms of 
the fundamental rights of promotion 
though the same is protected in the 
HEC ordinance under section 10-q 
that is granted to TTS, the other group 
of teachers. Similar blessings are done 
with the HEC officials on section 12-
2, but unfortunately discriminatory 
policies are imposed on BPS Teachers 
in violation of fundamental rules. The 
president and GS APUBTA expressed 
that the BPS university teachers are 
facing severe problems for even one 
step promotion that takes usually five 

to ten years even if the universities 
administration is willing to do so. It is 
a blunder that faculty is not given the 
due fundamental rights of promotion 
even they are meeting the tougher cri-
teria of HEC for so called promotion 
though the same is re-reappointment. 
The president further added that 
this process is discriminatory, cruel 
and doesn’t guarantee to secure the 
fundamental and equal right of pro-
motion as the same is usually adver-
tised and most often the same seat is 
granted to someone else that has not 
served the university for a single day. 
The GS stated that the unrest of such 
procedure doesn’t exist in any other 
department of the country or in the 
world. Such blunder is no more tol-
erable even when legitimate provi-
sion of promotion is granted in the 
HEC ordinance and the president of 
Pakistan and the federal ministry of 
education also strongly recommend 
the same. Similar recommendations 
are also issued to HEC by the stand-
ing committee of National Assembly 
for early resolution of the matter but 
HEC is continuously violates its own 
ordinance. Various faculty members 
of both the universities attended the 
meeting and showed their commit-
ment to strive for securing the legiti-
mate due rights as majority are near 

to their retirements but are stuck on 
same scale for years due to unavail-
ability of service structure. The partic-
ipants stated that the advertisement  
for re-reappointment that is a big 
question mark on the cruel policy and 
failure of the system.  The participants 
showed their strong affiliation with 
APUBTA  and assured their full sup-
port for getting the legitimate rights 
with backdate benefits. It is to men-
tion also that HEC is not committed to 
seek a quick solution to the existing 
discriminatory policy and to provide 
a reliable uniform criteria inline with 
the intact policy of promotion for the 
TTS teachers and using the usual de-
lay tactics that are no more tolerable 
for the university teachers. The pres-
ident APUBTA declared that if the 
statutes is not issued this month then 
APUBTA may opt for other phases of 
protest and sit-in at Islamabad. The 
protest shall be continued until the 
right is granted and implemented in 
universities. The president further 
stated this campaign of personal in-
tersections with the teachers shall 
motivate and unite for a next phase 
of protest at Islamabad if the right of 
promotion is denied and not secured 
in a month. The president APUBTA 
showed his strong concern over the 
current discriminatory situation and 
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European Parliament to ban 
TikTok from staff phones

Sinking Philippine tanker 
sparks diesel spill

BRUSSELS: The European Parlia-
ment has decided to ban Chinese short 
video-sharing app TikTok from staff 
phones for security reasons, an EU offi-
cial said today, the latest EU institution to 
do so. The ban will also apply to private 
devices with parliament email and other 
network access installed on them, the 
official said, adding that the decision is 
expected to be announced soon. The Eu-
ropean Commission and the EU Coun-
cil last week banned TikTok from staff 
phones, underlining growing concerns 
about the company owned by Chinese 
firm ByteDance and whether China’s 
government could use its app to har-
vest users’ data or advance its interests. 
Beijing has regularly denied having any 
such intentions. TikTok is banned on US 
Senate employees’ government-owned 
devices, with Canada adopting a similar 
decision yesterday. India has banned the 
app too. (Agencies)

MANILA: A Philippine fuel tanker 
partially sank in the country’s waters 
today, authorities said, as they tried to 
contain a diesel spill stretching several 
kilometres. The Princess Empress was 
carrying 800,000l of industrial fuel oil 
from Bataan province, near the capital 
Manila, to the central province of Iloilo 
when its engine overheated, the Philip-
pine coast guard said. An initial inves-
tigation showed the “distressed” vessel 
drifted towards waters off Balingawan 
Point on Mindoro Island “due to rough 
sea conditions until it became half-sub-
merged”. The coast guard said they 
were monitoring a spill of diesel fuel, 
which had been powering the vessel, 
but had not found in the sea any indus-
trial fuel oil from the ship’s cargo. An-
other vessel rescued the 20 crew mem-
bers on board. The coast guard said 
they were in “good physical condition”. 
In a separate update, the coast guard 
said the spill detected near the stricken 
vessel was 5km long and 500m wide. 
An oil spill boom would be installed to 
control the spillage, it said.

Rising electricity prices further impair KE’S recoveries, profitability 
for first half financial year 2023 

KARACHI:  Challenging sociopolitical 
and macroeconomic factors have had 
a cascading impact on multiple sectors 
including KE which grapples with im-
mense challenges during the first half 
of FY23. Surging inflation, policy rate 
hike and reduction in economic ac-
tivity had a significant impact on the 
Company’s operations and profitabili-
ty. The Company observed a reduction 
in units sent-out by 5.7% on account 
of reduction in economic activity and 
an increase in impairment loss against 
doubtful debts due to high inflation, 
increase in consumer tariff and cur-
rent economic conditions impacting 
customers propensity to pay. An addi-
tional burden is being placed by surg-
ing finance cost mainly on account of 
increase in effective rate of borrowing 
and higher levels of borrowing due 

to non-payment of dues by Govern-
ment entities which have surged to 
an alarming level of PKR 79.6 billion 
on net principal basis. The Company 
operates under regulated tariff and as 
per current Multi-Year Tariff effective 
from July 01, 2016, no adjustment is 
provided to the Company in tariff for 
changes in sent-out and policy rates. 
The aforementioned factors resulted 
in net loss of PKR 27.0 billion in the 
first half of FY23 compared with the 
net profit of PKR 3.3 billion in the 

same period for FY22. KE reiterates 
that regular bill payment is critical 
to ensuring uninterrupted supply of 
power and is taking initiatives to im-
prove recoveries by introducing easy 
instalment payment solution for its 
customers under the scheme named 
as “Humqadam – Recovery Plan” and 
establishing facilitation camps to ad-
dress billing concerns. KE’s BQPS-III 
power plant successfully dispatched 
during testing its full capacity of 900 
MW to grid just before the turn of the 
period. On the transmission front, KE 
is making quick progress on its KKI 
Grid – the first 500 kV facility in KE’s 
network strengthening the connection 
with the National Grid – and the new 
220 kV Dhabeji Interconnection. Fur-
ther projects to enhance system reli-
ability are also underway. (APP)

Indonesian troops 
surround separatists 

holding NZ pilot

JAKARTA: Security forces in Indone-
sia’s restive Papua region have sur-
rounded separatists holding captive a 
New Zealand pilot, but will exercise re-
straint while negotiations for his release 
continue, a top security official said to-
day. Philip Mehrtens, a Susi Air pilot, 
was taken hostage by the West Papua 
National Liberation Army (TNPB) on 
Feb 7 after landing in the remote region 
of Nduga. The rebels say they will not 
release Mehrtens, 37, unless Indone-
sia’s government recognises the re-
gion’s independence and withdraws its 
troops. Chief security minister, Mahfud 
MD said security forces had found the 
location of the group holding the pilot 
but would refrain from actions that 
might endanger his life. “Now, they 
are under siege and we already know 
their location. But we must be careful,” 
Mahfud said, according to local media. 
He did not elaborate on the location 
or what steps Indonesia might take to 
free the pilot. Separatists have waged a 
low-level fight for independence since 
the resource-rich region, once gov-
erned by the Netherlands, was brought 
under Indonesian control following 
a United Nations-supervised vote in 
1969. Hostage-taking of foreigners has 
been rare and the conflict has escalat-
ed since 2018, with rebels mounting 
deadlier and more frequent attacks. In-
donesian military chief, admiral Yudo 
Margono said operations were compli-
cated by the presence of civilians in the 
area. “It is not easy to catch this group 
as they are mingling with the locals. We 
will prioritise persuasive measures,” he 
said in a statement. (Agencies)

process of re-reappointment which 
is continued in violation to the HEC 
ordinance though it allows an equal 
opportunity of timely promotion for 
every faculty.
Press Release


