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ISTANBUL: The death toll in Turkey 
from last month’s devastating earth-
quake has risen to 45,089, the Disaster 
and Emergency Management Authori-
ty (Afad) said today, bringing the total 
toll including Syria to about 51,000. The 
earthquake and subsequent powerful 
tremors injured more than 108,000 in 
Turkey and left millions sheltering in 
tents or seeking to move to other cities. 
President Tayyip Erdogan has pledged 
to rebuild homes within a year but it 
will be many months before thousands 
can leave tents or container housing, 
and daily queues for food, and move 
into permanent housing. He is due to 
give a speech to his ruling AK Party 
deputies in parliament at 0900 GMT, 
with the focus on the quake and pres-
idential and parliamentary elections. 
They are set to be held by June and 
present the largest political challenge 
Erdogan has faced in his two-decade 
rule. More than 160,000 Turkish build-

ings containing 520,000 apartments 
collapsed or were severely damaged 
in the disaster, the worst in the coun-
try’s modern history. Some two mil-
lion people were registered as having 
fled the region, which has been hit by 
more than 11,000 aftershocks since 
the initial quake, Afad said in a state-
ment. It said it had put up more than 
350,000 tents, with tent cities estab-

lished at 332 places across the region. 
Container housing settlements were 
being established in 162 places. On 
Tuesday, World Health Organization 
(WHO) director-general Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus said that it would 
support Ankara in its response to the 
quake. Turkey is “doing its best” but 
still needed international support to 
help victims, Tedros said. (Agencies)
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NATIONAL HARBOR: Former US 
president Donald Trump and his one-
time ally Nikki Haley are to give duel-
ling addresses this week as thousands 
of conservatives gather outside Wash-
ington to vet Republican hopefuls 
weighing bids for the White House. 
A national showcase for established 
big hitters and rising stars alike, the 
four-day Conservative Political Action 
Conference (CPAC) starting today bills 
itself as the “largest and most influen-
tial gathering of conservatives in the 
world.” An array of right-wing A-listers 
– including Brazil’s recently defeated 
leader Jair Bolsonaro – are expected to 
address the convention, although many 
potential 2024 candidates are stay-
ing away. Trump’s keynote speech on 
Saturday is likely to reprise the “Make 
America Great Again” (MAGA) agenda 

that swept him to power in 2016, taking 
in border security, gun rights, “woke” 
indoctrination and other “red meat” 
conservative issues. Haley, Trump’s 
former UN ambassador, is expected 
to make the case that the “Grand Old 
Party” (GOP) needs a new generation 
of leaders, unencumbered by the taint 
of recent election failure and able to in-
spire new voters as well as turning out 
the base. (Agencies)

ATHENS: Two trains collided head-
on in Greece killing at least 32 people 
and injuring 85 late on Tuesday night, 
the fire brigade said, but the cause of 
the deadliest rail crash in Greece in de-
cades remained unclear. An intercity 
passenger train traveling from Athens 
to the northern city of Thessaloniki col-
lided at high speed with a cargo train 
outside the city of Larissa in central 
Greece, said the governor of the Thes-

saly region. The impact caused a fire in 
a number of the passenger carriages, 
burning many commuters who were 
rushed to hospitals. “We heard a big 
bang, (it was) 10 nightmarish seconds,” 
said Stergios Minenis, a 28-year-old 
passenger who jumped to safety from 
the wreckage. “We were turning over in 
the wagon until we fell on our sides...
then there was panic, cables (every-
where) fire, the fire was immediate, as 
we were turning over we were being 
burned, fire was right and left.” Thessa-
ly regional governor Konstantinos Ag-
orastos told SKAI TV that the first four 
carriages of the passenger train were 
derailed in the crash, while the first 
two carriages, which caught fire, were 
“almost completely destroyed.” He said 
the two trains hurtled toward each oth-
er on the same track. (Agencies)

MOSCOW: Indian company Allied 
Blenders & Distillers (ABD), which 
produces the world’s third-most-popu-
lar whisky, Officer’s Choice, is planning 
to enter the Russian market, according 
to business daily Kommersant. Russian 
vodka manufacturer Alcohol Siberian 
Group (ASG) will be the sole distribu-
tor of two ABD brands, the Indian com-
pany announced on Tuesday. ABD is 
eyeing the market share that was vacat-
ed after the departure of some Western 
brands, Kommersant said. The Indian 
company’s brands have not been mar-
keted in Russia before. According to 
the newspaper, deliveries of ABD prod-
ucts started in February. The contract is 
valid until October 2025, while the spe-

cific sales volume has not been agreed. 
Officer’s Choice Blue whisky from rare 
Scotch malts and Indian grain spirits 
will reportedly cost between 1,000 and 
1,200 rubles ($13-$16) for a 0.75-li-
ter bottle. Sterling Reserve premium 
blend’s price in Russia will vary from 
1,100 rubles to 1,500 rubles ($14-$20) 
per bottle. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Beijing accused Washing-
ton on Wednesday of harming its own 
credibility after a top US intelligence 
official said his agency believed the 
pandemic “most likely” caused by a 
laboratory incident in Wuhan, China.
FBI Director Christopher Wray told 
Fox News on Tuesday that the Bu-
reau has now assessed the source of 
COVID-19 was “most likely a potential 
lab incident in Wuhan.” Chinese offi-
cials have angrily denied the claim, 
calling it a smear campaign against 
Beijing. “The United States once 
again stirs up the laboratory leak the-
ory, which will not discredit China, 
which will further lower its own cred-

ibility,” foreign ministry spokesperson 
Mao Ning told a regular briefing on 
Wednesday. Wray’s comments come 
after a report earlier this week said 
the US Department of Energy had de-
termined that a leak from a Chinese 
lab was the most likely cause of the 
COVID-19 outbreak. (Agencies)

TOKYO: Japan’s foreign minister 
Yoshimasa Hayashi will skip a meeting 
of G20 foreign ministers due to take 

place in New Delhi, India, this week, 
a Japanese government official said. 
State minister for foreign affairs Ken-
ji Yamada will represent Japan at the 
meetings scheduled for tomorrow and 
Thursday, the foreign ministry said in 
a statement. Hayashi will attend an 
in-person meeting of representatives 
from the Quad countries – the US, In-
dia, Australia and Japan – in India on 
Friday, the ministry said. (Agencies)

CALIFORNIA: Father Hilarion Heagy, a 
prominent US-based Eastern Catholic 
priest has converted to Islam, describ-
ing his decision as a “reversion to Islam” 
and that it was “like coming home.” The 
priest who resides in California was 
previously a Russian Orthodox, hav-
ing joined the Antiochian Orthodox 
Church around 2003, before departing 
in 2007 and switching to the Eastern 
Catholic Church. He graduated from 
the Holy Resurrection Monastery in St. 
Nazianz in Wisconsin to become a Byz-
antine Catholic priest and had recently 
announced plans to establish an East-
ern Christian Monastery in California. 
However, in his own blog post, Heagy 
who is now known as Said Abdul Latif 
said: “After decades of feeling drawn to 
Islam in varying degrees, I had finally 
decided to take the plunge.”  “For this to 
happen, however, a physical move was 
necessary and in order, as I was living in 
a Catholic monastery. One simply can’t 

be a priest and monk publicly, and a 
Muslim privately,” he said. Abdul Latif 
said of his conversion that it was “Head-
ing back East” and back to his “primor-
dial identity,” offering an explanation 
by quoting the Holy Qur’an: “And ?re-
member? when your Lord brought forth 
from the loins of the children of Adam 
their descendants and had them testify 
regarding themselves. ?Allah asked,? 
“Am I not your Lord?” They replied, 
“Yes, You are! We testify.” ?He cau-
tioned,? “Now you have no right to say 
on Judgment Day, ‘We were not aware 
of this.’” — Qur’an (7:172). (Agencies)

TAIPEI: Taiwan’s defense ministry said 
on Wednesday it had spotted 19 Chi-
nese air force planes in its air defense 
zone in the past 24 hours, part of what 
Taipei calls regular harassment by Bei-
jing. Taiwan, which China views as its 
own territory, has complained for the 
past three years or so of stepped up Chi-
nese military activities near the island 
as Beijing seeks to assert its sovereignty 
claims. China has said its activities in 
the area are justified as it seeks to de-
fend its territorial integrity and to warn 
the United States against “colluding” 
with Taiwan, despite the anger this 
causes in Taipei. Taiwan’s defense min-
istry said 19 J-10 fighters had flown into 
the southwestern corner of the island’s 
air defense identification zone, or ADIZ, 
though closer to the Chinese coast than 
Taiwan’s according to a map the minis-

try released. Taiwan’s forces monitored 
the situation, including sending up its 
own air force planes, the ministry add-
ed, using the normal phrasing for its 
response to such Chinese incursions. 
However, the aircraft did not cross the 
sensitive median line of the Taiwan 
Strait, which previously served as an 
unofficial barrier between the two sides 
but which China’s air force has been fly-
ing over on an almost daily basis since 
staging war games near Taiwan last Au-
gust. (Agencies)

ABUJA: Nigeria’s ruling party candi-
date, Bola Tinubu, was declared pres-
ident-elect of Africa’s most populous 
nation in the early hours of Wednesday 
after a weekend election that the main 
opposition parties have disputed. Tinu-
bu, a former governor of Lagos state, 
will take over leadership of a country 

grappling with Islamist insurgencies in 
the northeast, armed attacks, killings 
and kidnappings, conflict between live-
stock herders and farmers, cash, fuel 
and power shortages, and perennial 
corruption that opponents say Buhari’s 
party has failed to stamp out, despite 
promises to do so. (Agencies)

No sign of foreign 
meddling in 2021  

Canadian vote

FBI director says Covid 
‘most likely’ caused by 
Wuhan lab accident

OTTAWA: Canadian investigators did 
not detect foreign interference in a 2021 
general election that jeopardised Cana-
da’s ability to hold a free and fair vote, 
the government said yesterday, citing an 
independent assessment of a system to 
protect democracy. The Globe and Mail 
newspaper reported this month that 
China employed a sophisticated strate-
gy to disrupt Canada’s democracy in the 
2021 federal election campaign, citing 
Canadian Security Intelligence Service 
(CSIS) documents. But the government, 
in a statement accompanying the re-
lease of the independent assessment of 
a Critical Election Incident Public Proto-
col (CEIPP) designed to monitor threats 
to elections, said foreign interference 
had not imperilled the vote. “During the 
2021 general election, the panel did not 
detect foreign interference that threat-
ened Canada’s ability to have a free and 
fair election,” the government said. The 
“panel” refers to a team of civil servants 
working with security agencies that ad-
ministers the CEIPP. (Agencies)

Washington: FBI Director Christopher 
Wray said Tuesday his agency believes 
the COVID-19 pandemic was “most 
likely” caused by an incident in a labora-
tory in Wuhan, China. “The FBI has for 
quite some time now assessed that the 
origins of the pandemic are most likely 
a potential lab incident in Wuhan,” Wray 
said in an interview with Fox News. 
The comments come after a report ear-
lier this week said the US Department 
of Energy had determined that a leak 
from a Chinese lab was the most likely 
cause of the Covid-19 outbreak. Howev-
er, other agencies within the American 
intelligence community believe the virus 
emerged naturally in the world. In the 
interview, Wray also accused the Chi-
nese government of trying to stall US 
efforts to investigate the causes of the 
pandemic. “The Chinese government... 
has been doing its best to try to thwart 
and obfuscate the work here, the work 
that we’re doing, the work that our US 
government and close foreign partners 
are doing,” Wray said.  (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR: An amazing Sports 
Fest  was organized by Roots Mil-
lennium School and College Khyber 
Campus with the untiring efforts of 
Principal Tehmina Khalid , Head-
mistress’s Ma’am Meena Nasir and 
Maleeha Arbab along with their ex-
ceptional Sports Coaches Sir Umair 
,Sir Farhat  and staff. This Sports Fest 
started with an applaudable and dig-
nified display of House wise march 
past , followed by different races like 
sack race, hurdle races, badminton 

, football, table tennis and  cricket 
matches. Mr. Imran Khan Senior( 
fast bowler) of Multan Sultan  PSL 
cricket team,, was the honorable 
Chief Guest of the occasion , whom 
students were really excited to meet 
. He praised the outstanding efforts 
of the Roots Millennium Institute for 
organizing such a magnificent sports 
event. He appreciated the enthusi-
asm and spirit of healthy competition 
among the millennials and futurists 
who participated in the different 

sports and games. Students were 
awarded   participation certificates , 
medals and Trophies by the  honour-
able Chief Guest. It was the dedica-
tion and hard work of all the students 
and their sports coaches that they 
have put into planning and executing 
the fest which was truly admirable.  
Through Annual Sports Fest, ev-
ery year Roots Millennium pro-

vides a platform to learners for 
showcasing their talents and 
enhancing their athletic skills.   
The  unwavering dedication and hard 
work of each and every member of 
the team  in making the Sports Fest 
a success was commendable . These  
events  not only promotes healthy 
competition but also enhances the 
overall student life. (Staff Report)

PESHAWAR: Minister of State 
Muhammad Ali Shah Bacha on 
Wednesday hailed Pakistan Peo-
ple’s Party (PPP) Chairman Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari announcement to 
increase the amount given to bene-

ficiaries of the Benazir Income Sup-
port Program (BISP) and called it 
a revolutionary and landmark step. 
The BISP program, which was a part 
of Shaheed Benazir Bhutto’s vision 
and manifesto, has gained interna-
tional recognition for its transparen-
cy in helping the poor. The minister 
in a statement said, “The party is 
committed to the prosperity of the 

poor people, and this initiative will 
provide massive relief to those in 
need during the ongoing economic 
crisis.” “Eligible persons can go to 
the Union Council to get registered 
in the BISP program.”The minister 
hoped, “The leadership of the PPP 
will play a vital role in taking the 
country out of the economic crisis.” 
(APP)

Annual Sports Fest of Roots Millennium School and College Khyber Campus held

Minister of State lauds Bilawal’s announcement of increasing BISP 
amount for beneficiaries

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 267 269.6

China Yuan 37.46 37.86

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 70.8 71.5

U.A.E Dirham 74.6 75.3

UK Pound 317 320

Euro 279 281.8

Australian Dollar 174.5 176.9

Canadian Dollar 193.2 195.4

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
195,530

Rs 
179,235

Rs 
171,089

Rs 
146,648

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
167,635

Rs 
153,665

Rs 
146,681

Rs 
125,727

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 16,764 Rs 15,367 Rs 14,668 Rs 12,573

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
475,240

Rs 
435,634

Rs 
415,835

Rs 
356,430

7th Digital Population & Housing Census begins in KP

Excise Deptt rescues two children,  
recover Drugs, weapons

GDC Naguman Intra-College Sports Festival Ends 

Pesco notifies power suspension for areas of 
Batkhela, Chakdarra, Swabi

Caretaker CM’s wife for making collective efforts 
to make country green

Secretary HED inaugurates plantation drive in UoP

WHO will provide support to Nowshera  
hospitals: Dr. Palitha

Atif Khan lauds Supreme Court’s  
verdict on elections

PESHAWAR: Like other parts of 
the country, the 7th Digital Popula-
tion and Housing Census also be-
gan in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa here 
on Wednesday. In this connection, a 
function was held at Chief Minister’s 
House wherein the Caretaker Chief 
Minister Muhammad Azam Khan 
formally launched Digital Population 
and Housing Census. The Caretaker 
Chief Minister wrote a number on the 
gate of the Chief Minister’s House to 
begin the one-month-long process in 
the province. Besides, higher author-
ities of the Bureau of Statistics and 
other concerned authorities were 
also present on the occasion. Speak-

ing on the occasion, the Caretaker 
Chief Minister Muhammad Azam 
Khan said that the population and 
housing census is crucial for com-
prehensive planning for national de-
velopment. He said that the judicious 
distribution of national resources 
and planning for the welfare of the 
people would be made on the basis 
of the statistics of the population 
census. The Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter said that the registration of cor-
rect details about persons and their 
families is a national obligation and 
urged the people to extend full coop-
eration to census teams during the 
process. (APP)

PESHAWAR: The Excise department 
Mardan region on Tuesday raided 
a private rehabilitation center in the 
Charsadda district, arrested the own-
er and manager while rescued two 
underage children, and recovered a 
huge quantity of drugs and weapons 
from their possession. SHO of Mar-
dan Excise Police Station acting on a 
tip-off regarding drug smuggling and 
child abuse at a rehabilitation center 
“Best Life Organization” conducted 
operations in Mandani and Amirabad 
areas, said the spokesperson of Ex-
cise department. Instead of treating 
the patients at the drug rehabilitation 
center, they were being given drugs 

while underage children were abused. 
During the raid, 508 grams of heroin, 
462 grams of ice, two rifles, two pis-
tols, and other documents were re-
covered from the rehabilitation center 
and the owner of the center Arif, and 
Manager Haji Rehman were arrested 
on the spot, said the spokesman. He 
said that two underage children, one 
of whom was 16 years old, were res-
cued and reunited with their families. 
The Excise police had registered a 
case against the arrested accused and 
wrote a letter to the relevant depart-
ment for cancellation of the license of 
the rehabilitation center, the spokes-
man added.(APP)

PESHAWAR: The Intra-College Sports 
Festival for the intermediate students 
of the Government Degree College Na-
guman Peshawar concluded here on 
Wednesday. The final day of the sports 
festival featured a tug of war competi-
tion, wherein teams from various disci-
plines of the college actively took part. 
Teams from various disciplines of the 
college took part in cricket, table tennis 
and football competitions. The sports 
festival provided an opportunity to the 
youngsters to showcase their talent in 
various sports. In football, First Year 
(Arts) faculty stood first after defeating 
First Year (Pre-Medical) faculty 1-0, 
while faculty of 2nd Year (Arts) took 
third position. In Cricket, the Second 
Year (Arts) faculty clinched the victo-

ry after defeating the First Year (Com-
puter Science) faculty in a nail biting 
finish. Second year (Pre-Engineering) 
faculty won table tennis title after de-
feating First Year (Arts) team. In the 
most thrilling tug of war battle, First 
Year (Arts) won the trophy, while First 
Year (Pre-Medical) were runners-up. 
Prof. Mushtaq-ur-Rehman, Principal of 
Government Degree College Naguman 
Peshawar, was the chief guest on this 
occasion at the closing and prize distri-
bution ceremony. Professor Wisal Ba-
cha, Professor Arif Jameel, Professor 
Muhammad Siyar, Professor Hamid 
Khan Safi, Professor Fahim Ahsan, 
Professor Farooq Ahmad khan, Profes-
sor Muhammad Anis and others were 
present. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pesco authorities have 
notified power suspension in areas of 
Swabi, Batkhela and Chakdarra due 
to maintenance work. According to 
Pesco, power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV RBT Grid Sta-
tion on 2 and 4 March from 9:00 AM 
to 3:00 PM, resultantly consumers of 
11 KV Topi, Kalabat, Kota, HS Mill 
, GIK, Industrial 2 Mix, Minai, New 
Yousafzai, Utla, Amanzai, Sinior Hy-
dro 1,2, Village 1,2 feeders will face 
inconvenience. Power supply will re-

main suspended from 132 KV Chak-
dara Grid Station on 2 and 5 March 
from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, resultantly 
consumers of 11 KV Jalala, Express 
Batkhela, Thana, Aladhandh, City 
Batkhela feeders will face inconve-
nience. Power supply will remain 
suspended from 132 KV Batkhela 
Grid Station on 2 and 5 March from 
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM, resultantly con-
sumers of 11 KV Hisar Baba, Khar, 
Pervaz Shaheed, Batkhela feeders 
will face inconvenience. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Wife of Caretaker Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Dr. 
Parveen while stressing the need for 
making collective efforts to make the 
country clean and green said that our 
joint efforts would make life of people 
healthy and make our existing environ-
ment friendly. She was the Chief Guest 
in an exhibition “Da Sparlee Rangoo-
na” that was organized by Bloom Pa-
kistan in collaboration with Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Culture and Tourism 
Authority (KPCTA) at Peshawar Ser-
vice Club, said a press release issued 
here on Wednesday. The ceremony was 
attended by a large number of people 
who took keen interest in a variety of 
colorful birds, bouquets and many oth-

er attractive artwork masterpieces that 
was put on display in the exhibition. 
She stressed the need to end differenc-
es and promote unity among all seg-
ments of society with the colors of love 
and brotherhood as per the teachings 
of islam. Dr. Parveen said that the other 
chapters of Bloom Pakistan were ac-
knowledged by the people of Pakistan 
for their pro-environmental initiatives. 
She said that it was the responsibility 
of all segments of society to protect and 
preserve heritage in its original form. 
She said that the presence of flowers 
and beautiful plants not only enhanc-
es human spiritual happiness but also 
plays role in maintaining environmen-
tal temperature.  (APP)

PESHAWAR: Secretary Higher ed-
ucation Department Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Daud Khan here on Tues-
day inaugurated a plantation drive 
by planting a sapling in the garden 
of the University of Peshawar (UoP). 
He was accompanied by the Vice 
Chancellor of Agricultural Univer-
sity Peshawar Prof Dr Jahan Bakht, 
Vice Chancellor of the University of 
Peshawar Prof Dr Muhammad Idris, 
Vice Chancellor of Hazara Univer-
sity Mansehra Prof Dr Jameel Ah-

mad, Former Ambassador Manzo-
orul Haque Dean Meritorious Prof 
Dr Fida Muhammad, Dean Prof. Dr 
Muhammad Ayub, Dean Prof. Dr. 
Sakhidullah Khan, social personal-
ity Taj Muhammad Mohmand and 
other faculty members. Secretary 
Dawood Khan and Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Dr. Jahan Bakht said that 
plantation was the only way to com-
bat the massive problems of climate 
change, pollution, drought, and 
floods. (APP)

PESHAWAR: World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) representative for 
Pakistan, Dr. Palitha Mahipala on 
Wednesday visited the district health 
officer’s office Nowshera in connec-
tion with support to be extended to 
different hospitals of the districts. 
He met with the district health of-
ficer Dr. Muhammad Shoaib Khan 
and the Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner Nowshera Miss Wazir, said a 
press release. WHO’s representative 
for Pakistan donated essential medi-
cines and took up the responsibility 
for the complete renovation of two 
health facilities destroyed during the 
last flash floods. He added that WHO 
would be providing all the medi-
cal equipment, furniture, and other 
necessary items for these health fa-
cilities. “WHO is already supporting 
the rehabilitation of 36 healthcare fa-

cilities across the province that were 
devastated in the last flash floods”,he 
added. Later WHO’s country repre-
sentative inaugurated a nutrition sta-
bilization center and clean drinking 
water filtration plant district of Hari-
pur. DHO Dr. Shoaib while thanking 
the WHO officials for their extended 
support told that the announced sup-
port will help revamp and provide 
health services in the district. He fur-
thered that health services in the dis-
trict were compromised during the 
last flash floods. Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Miss Wazir acknowl-
edged the support of the WHO told 
that Nowshera is one of the most af-
fected areas by the last floods. It is 
encouraging that the world commu-
nity including WHO is taking steps 
towards an improved healthcare sys-
tem. (APP)

PESHAWAR: Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf leader, Atif Khan has 
praised the verdict of the Supreme 
Court, which upheld the constitu-
tion and directed the Election Com-
mission to hold elections within 
90 days. In a statement issued on 
Wednesday, Atif Khan emphasized 
that every citizen has the right to 
vote and choose their representa-
tives, and this fundamental right 
cannot be denied to anyone. He also 
criticized the Pakistan Democratic 

Movement (PDM) for allegedly try-
ing to evade holding elections due 
to the fear of defeat. “The PDM is 
running away from the elections 
because they know that they can-
not win. They are afraid of facing 
the people’s mandate and have re-
sorted to every possible tactic to 
postpone the elections,” Atif Khan 
said. He further added that the PTI 
is confident of winning the upcom-
ing elections and coming into pow-
er once again. (APP)
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Even before the catastrophic floods hit Pakistan, the country was 
experienc ing a deadly cholera outbreak due to long-standing prob-
lems like overpopu lation, poor sanitation, inefficient water drainage 
system and public hygiene issues. This was exacerbated by the floods 
which saw water overflowing into sew age canals, reserves, under-
ground water tables, and cities as a whole, making the country a hot-
bed for disease as a result. The situation has become rather dire ac-
cording to the World Health Organisation (WHO) which estimates that 
at least one billion people will be affected by the resurgence of cholera 
in countries like Paki stan. We need a comprehensive plan of action, 
and we need it immediately. There is global consensus over the fact 
that countries like Pakistan, which are relatively ill-equipped when 
it comes to dealing with challenges like this, will suf fer the most at 
the hands of diseases like cholera. To aid combative efforts, the WHO 
set up a $25 million fund so that governments can acquire medicines, 
di agnostic equipment and set up health centres that work preventa-
tively and save lives. Such steps are essential considering that world-
over, there is already a shortage of cholera vaccines and antidotes. 
As far as Pakistan is concerned, poor infrastructure, environmental 
catastrophes and substandard sanitation systems add to the problem 
of a general lack of aware ness about hygiene as well. This creates an 
overwhelmingly dangerous situation where all members of the public 
experience an enhanced vulnerability to potential ly fatal diseases like 
cholera. The floods have made the situation worse as millions of peo-
ple have not only been deprived of the means to keep themselves safe 
from incoming dangers but the entire country has become a conducive 
environment for the growth and transmission of disease. Stagnant wa-
ter attracts bacteria, clean wa ter sources have been polluted, toxicity 
has spread to the underground water table and health facilities have 
been damaged beyond repair in some areas of the country. This entails 
that the people have been left isolated on all accounts. There is only so 
much that the public can do on its own; at some point, state interven-
tion is required and judging from the rapid spread of the disease, now 
is the time for the government to step in. Not only do we need new 
facilities and teams that travel to far-flung areas to provide medical 
aid but we are also in dire need of awareness campaigns that inform 
people of the gravity of the situation and promote a more careful ap-
proach to life.

Cholera Outbreak

When I was a freshman in high 
school, my geography teacher had 
us read The World Is Flat: A Brief 
History of the Twenty-first Cen-
tury by Thomas Friedman. That 
book described the entire process 
of globalization and how the world 
was “flattened,” or in other words, 
how the playing field was leveled 
for workers to compete against one 
another across the globe. Listen-
ing to his lectures about the book, 
my teacher clearly wanted us to be 
able to find our place in the global-
ized economy since, at that time, 
we were just coming out of the 
Great Recession. And I think that, 
at least on a subconscious level, I 
understood the general message 
from this class because Friedman 
described a group of experts, peo-
ple who could explain things well 
and leverage their knowledge in 
the globalized world, who would 
be immune from offshoring and 
outsourcing. Of course, he was al-
luding to academics, journalists, 
columnists, consultants and, well, 
basically people like himself. And 
while I’m not anywhere near the 
same level of prestige as Mr. Fried-
man, that also includes folks like 
me now. So, in a way, a class I took 
when I was 14 helped me find a 
niche in a highly competitive “flat” 
world. At least it seemed that way 
until AI emerged and programs 
like ChatGPT emerged. ChatGPT 
is a software application developed 
by the American tech firm OpenAI 
and released in November of last 
year. It’s basically a chatbot that 
you can talk to, ask questions to 
and perform other functions, like 
writing code with common lan-
guage. It learns from input from 
users (and its developers) but does 
have some limitations, such as not 
being able to give its own opin-
ions or have accurate information 
about current affairs after 2021. 
However, the AI is still famous for 
its vast array of knowledge and, in 
fact, it has now gone on to make 
the news nearly every day by pass-
ing high-level university exams, 
including an MBA exam from the 
Wharton School of Business. This 
has universities clamoring to find 
out how their “business model” 
can survive.  If AI is now coming 
for academics, might it come for 
some of these other immune jobs 
that Friedman talked about? Well, 
I actually put ChatGPT to the test 
by asking it to write in the style of 
Friedman himself. And it actually 
produced a perfect summary of the 

book I mentioned at the beginning 
of this piece almost exactly like 
it was written by the original au-
thor.  “The world is flat, my friends! 
Yes, you heard it right – flat. In 
this hyper-connected, digitized, 
and globalized era, geographical 
boundaries and physical distance 
have become irrelevant. Today, a 
person sitting in Mumbai can work 
for a company based in New York, 
collaborate with team members in 
London, and deliver results seam-
lessly. That’s the power of the flat 
world we live in,” the AI wrote in 
the first paragraph of a TL;DR ver-
sion of Friedman’s most famous 
work. Some commentators have 
started to have fun with this. Hu Xi-
jin of China’s Global Times tested 
it and generated a pretty hilarious 
outcome. If you are familiar with 
Hu’s work, then you’d know that 
the AI almost nailed it on the head 
when it took a crack at copying 
China’s most famous commenta-
tor’s style.  After seeing this, I tried 
it on myself. ChatGPT described 
me as “a freelance journalist who 
covers politics, foreign policy, and 
culture. He is known for his criti-
cal analysis and commentary on 
the United States’ domestic and 
international affairs. Blankenship’s 
work often emphasizes the coun-
try’s political polarization, its role 
in global affairs, and its domestic 
social and economic issues.”  OK, 
that’s fair. Then I asked the pro-
gram to write a column about US 
foreign policy in my style. And so 
it did. Here is the conclusion of the 
column:  “Overall, the US foreign 
policy seems to be lacking a clear 
and coherent strategy. It is import-
ant for the United States to engage 
in robust diplomacy and work with 
allies to address global challeng-
es like climate change, terrorism, 
and economic inequality. A more 
thoughtful and strategic approach 
to foreign affairs will be critical in 
the years ahead if the US wishes 
to maintain its position as a glob-
al leader.” If you’re interested in 
comparing this to my work, feel 
free to click my name here on RT 
to see my author page or check 
out my columns on CGTN. While I 
think this reflects, generally, some-
thing I would say, I noticed that 
it’s definitely not as sharp as I am 
sometimes. For example, I don’t 
really care if the US maintains its 
position as a global leader or not. I 
actually wish it wasn’t – and I have 
said that publicly on numerous 
occasions. So maybe I’m safe for 

now and ChatGPT can’t replicate 
my style. It could also be that the 
AI doesn’t have as much to work 
with compared to Hu or Friedman, 
who have both been in the game 
a lot longer than yours truly. And 
thus it could be filling in the gaps 
with some internal biases, which 
were noted by CGTN’s senior sci-
tech editor Gong Zhe, who claimed 
that the AI has a notable left-wing 
bias. His experiment with the tech-
nology produced some results that 
suggested a bias and he even got it 
to praise Joe Biden. Maybe that ex-
plains why the AI made me sound 
like a hippy-dippy liberal, which I 
will come out and state here clearly 
that I am not. Conservatives have 
criticized the chatbot for allegedly 
being “woke” on culture war is-
sues. For instance, one conserva-
tive tried to get it to write a story 
about why drag queen story hour is 
bad for kids, to which it replied that 
it couldn’t on the grounds that it 
would be “harmful.” But if prompt-
ed to write about why the contro-
versial teaching technique is good, 
it gave a long and detailed account 
of a drag queen named Glitter who 
taught schoolchildren a valuable 
lesson about inclusion. It also re-
fused to write a story about Trump 
beating Biden in the 2020 elec-
tion, saying sternly that this event 
did not occur. Despite the jabs 
from the right, overall, I think that 
ChatGPT can and will undoubtedly 
and convincingly pass off as some 
high-profile writers when prompt-
ed, which raises questions about 
the future of political commentary. 
Of course, the AI generally doesn’t 
produce any novel opinions or 
analyses, which means, as of now, 
it will be relegated to a knock-off. 
So, for now, I think us political 
commentators are safe. ChatGPT 
itself shares this opinion – or rath-
er, when posed the question from 
this article’s title, says it can’t have 
an opinion: “As an Al language 
model, I can analyze data and pro-
vide insights on a variety of topics, 
including politics. However, I don’t 
have personal opinions or biases, 
and my responses are based purely 
on the data and information avail-
able to me. Political commentators, 
on the other hand, are human be-
ings who provide their own analy-
sis and opinions on political events 
and issues. They can bring their 
own unique perspectives and expe-
riences to their analysis, which can 
be valuable for their audiences.
Courtesy: RT

-Your Source for Alternate News-

- S
in

ce
 1

93
2 

-

Editor-in-Chief: Rizwan Inayat
Editor: Omer Rizwan

First Floor, Town Hieghts, Old Bara Road, 
University Town Peshawar - Pakistan.

Website: www.thekhybermail.com 
E-mail: thekhybermail@gmail.com - Phone: 091-7081579

 thekhybermail

Will ChatGPT replace political commentators? 
— By Bradley Blankenship

With a new era of technologi-
cal change upon us following the 
large-scale adoption of generative 
artificial intelligence applications 
as heralded by ChatGPT, I was re-
minded this week of the last time 
we stood at the beginning of the 
curve when a first-generation iP-
hone sold for more than $63,000 at 
auction. Although there was much 
fanfare over the Apple device 
when it came out in 2007, we didn’t 
comprehend how widespread ac-
cess to mobile software applica-
tions would change our day-to-day 
lives. The breakthrough added 
immense momentum to the digi-
tal transformation that had been 
started by consumer adoption of 
the world wide web in the 1990s. 
The history of the digitalisation of 
the global economy has been on a 
long S-curve, disrupting specific 
industries and segments of sec-
tors, since even before the 1980s. 
Each time a device or technology 

– whether personal computers or 
mobile phones or AI – has taken 
hold, society has experienced bub-
bles and crashes. The businesses 
that have succeeded over time are 
the ones that kept evolving their 
digital capabilities. Amazon is a 
classic example, changing from a 
US online book seller to a global 
behemoth worth nearly $1 trillion 
and spanning cloud computing, 
e-commerce and potentially health 
care with the deal to acquire One 
Medical. The Middle East has had 
an equally non-linear relationship 
with the impact of technology. The 
last decade has witnessed a spate 
of online start-ups with a handful 
of regional champions emerging 
such as ride-hailing platform Ca-
reem. Muhammed Mekki, a found-
ing partner at AstroLabs, which 
has supported and enabled start-
ups and tech entrepreneurs, said 
this week at an event in Dubai cel-
ebrating his company’s 10th anni-

versary, that for him in 2013, it was 
“definitely palpable … we were 
really at the beginning of some-
thing” in the region. A decade ago, 
over the course of about a year and 
a half, he and his partners got in 
touch with about 120 start-ups and 
their founders. This “doubled our 
excitement about the raw poten-
tial, despite a complete lack of eco-
system in terms of funding, regula-
tory, talent, a lot of stuff that wasn’t 
there … the next thing that we 
wanted to tackle was [the] thorny, 
challenging issue [of] communi-
ty and actually having a home for 
discussion here in Dubai”. In 2023, 
Mr Mekki is seeing the fruition of 
the past few years with emerging 
ecosystems for SMEs building new 
cities in Saudi Arabia, for exam-
ple, as well as in FinTech, tourism 
and retail in the kingdom that bode 
well for the rapid increase of digi-
tal sectors.
Courtesy: The National News

Can the Middle East build its own Silicon Valley? — By Mustafa Alrawi

Cryptocurrencies such as Bitcoin and 
Ethereum have started to become an 
increasingly popular method of pay-
ments over the past few years, bring-
ing in innovative methods to transfer, 
receive and withdraw capital. Crypto-
currencies have the ability to surpass 
regulations, government-imposed 
sanctions and financial hurdles that 
are found in traditional methods of 
payments, and this makes them more 
attractive to those that advocate the 
switch from traditional currencies. 
The underlying power of cryptocur-
rencies lies within the technology of 
utilising the blockchain to provide an 
open, transparent network, where de-
centralisation is the mast that keeps 
the ship afloat. This has been evident 
in the past few years, as the correla-
tion between the major cryptocur-
rencies and the traditional markets 
have been on the rise, which in turn 
affects the direction of where the gen-
eral trend is heading. However, as the 
exposure of cryptocurrencies grew 
with the masses, especially during the 
hectic lockdown periods of Covid-19, 
retailers sought for alternative high-
risk assets that could balance out the 
lost income that was incurred. As the 
world started to breathe once again, 
Bitcoin lost 66 percent from its All-
Time-High (ATH), leaving investors 
wondering whether the frenzy for 
crypto was over. Geopolitical events 
play a significant role in shaping in-
vestor appetite in technology, and we 
can safely assume that throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the technol-
ogy sector boomed with companies 
such as Amazon. Amazon’s stock has 
risen by more than 60 percent since 
the beginning of the pandemic, with 
its share price currently trading at 
around $3,000 per share as of Febru-
ary 22, 2021. In 2023, three main geo-
political events bear close watching 
because they could alter the course 
of cryptocurrencies and their future 
direction. No one can deny that the 
Ukraine-Russian war has had a devas-

tating effect on supply chains across 
the world, ranging from staple goods 
all the way to aircraft fuselage parts, 
and as major world indexes took a 
nose-dive, so did cryptocurrencies, 
indicating that investors were quick 
to make an exit from the market due 
to the volatility in traditional markets. 
The war will certainly have a major 
impact on investors’ risk appetite, and 
as inflation is still rife in many parts of 
the world, cryptocurrencies are look-
ing to follow the pattern of traditional 
markets, where the period of recovery 
will be short-lived, but continue on a 
downward spiral until better condi-
tions present themselves. The sec-
ond potential geopolitical event that 
could affect cryptocurrencies is the 
possibility of an escalation of a trade 
war that has already been building up 
prior to Covid-19 between the USA 
and China. In December 2022, China 
has finally decided to lift all of its ze-
ro-covid policy restrictions, including 
travel, trade and tourism restrictions. 
Now that China is looking towards a 
hasty economic recovery, this would 
no doubt strain and add a new layer 
of complexity to international trade. 
Cryptocurrencies could be affected 
by the amplification of competitive 
strategies of China to regain its mar-
ket share in major sectors including 
manufacturing, financial services and 
technology, as aggressive monetary 
policies, that only China can afford to 
adopt, could prolong inflation across 
the globe, making cryptocurrencies 
an unfavourable investment alter-
native. As the world is preparing for 
COP28, which takes place in Novem-
ber 2023, the topic of reducing overall 
CO2 emissions is expected to domi-
nate the summit. Bitcoin accounted 
for 86.3 million tons of CO2 emissions 
in 2022, growing from 56.8 million 
tons in 2021, and as the pressure 
grows, we can see more cryptocur-
rency chains migrating from Proof-of-
Work (PoW) to Proof-of-Stake (PoS).
Courtesy: The Nation

Cryptocurrencies and geopolitical events: 
directions and opportunities

— By Rasheed Shakur

Census concerns  
The first nationwide digital census 
is scheduled to get underway next 
month. It is a midterm census for 
which the condition of CNIC has been 
waived off, and the military’s role has 
been reduced to security affairs. The 
relevant authorities would do well to 
take into consideration the apprehen-
sions expressed by professionals and 

civil society activists at a recent sem-
inar organised by the Sindh Coordi-
nation Council. The elementary issues 
of transpa-rency and correct head-
count need to be given primary value 
at a time when over a couple of mil-
lion houses stand damaged and more 
than 12 million people displaced in 
Sindh owing to the massive floods that 
turned life inside out last year. Besides, 

there is the matter of thousands of il-
legal immigrants, especially Afghans 
who roam the streets of Karachi and 
other urban centres. It is primarily the 
responsibility of the Pakistan Bureau 
of Statistics to establish the credibility 
of the whole process, otherwise, it will 
be a futile exercise and a sheer waste 
of public money.
– Dr Mehboob Shaikh – Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD: The Food and Agricul-
ture Organization of the United Na-
tions (FAO) and the Government of 
Pakistan have signed a $ 5 million fund-
ing agreement for a project to recover 
from the devastating floods that hit the 
country and Balochistan in particular, 
in 2022. The collaboration between 
FAO and the Balochistan Agriculture 
& Cooperatives Department (BACD) 
represents the first time that FAO has 
received funds through a government 

in its role as a recipient of funding from 
the Asian Development Bank (ADB), 
said a press release issued here by FAO. 
A grant signing ceremony was held at 
the Economic Affairs Division (EAD) 
between the Government of Pakistan 
and ADB. Federal Secretary for Eco-
nomic Affairs Kazim Niaz and Execu-
tive Director of Japan to ADB Takahiro 
Yashi, representative of the Japanese 
Embassy in Pakistan were also present 
on the occasion. The project follows 

ADB’s approval of a USD 5 million 
grant to provide emergency flood as-
sistance and strengthen the country’s 
disaster and climate resilience, and 
food security. The ADB Grant was in 
turn financed by the Japan Fund for 
Prosperous and Resilient Asia and the 
Pacific (JFPR) and is part of the larg-
er USD 475 million Emergency Assis-
tance Loan (EAL) and USD 3 million 
technical assistance grant approved by 
ADB in December 2022. (APP)

CPEC plays pivotal role in promoting green 
development in Pakistan: Experts

‘Pakistan has immense potential for research’, 
UK professor

Rescue-1122 responds to 524 emergencies in Feb

Supreme Court orders polls in two provinces 
within 90 days

FBR installs 87 PoS in Sargodha

Two real brother motorcyclists lost life in road 
accident at Torghar

Al-Khidmat Bahawalpur arranges  
Skills Development Course

CM condoles hockey player Shahida Raza death

DC inaugurates first digital Census by putting 
mark on a house

Provincial Steering Committee to reinforce  
Balochistan RoLR

International Quran Conference Bahawalpur to 
be held today

ISLAMABAD: The China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship 
project under the China-proposed 
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), has 
been playing a pivotal role in promot-
ing green development in Pakistan, 
highlighting China’s commitment to 
the harmonious coexistence of hu-
man beings and nature, experts said. 
Convener of National Parliamentary 
Task Force on Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, Romina Khurshid Alam 
said in an interview that the cooper-
ation between Pakistan and China 
under the CPEC in the fields of ener-
gy, transport, agriculture and indus-
trial production has helped Pakistan 
boost green, low-carbon sustainable 
development, CEN reported. Besides 
assisting Pakistan in overcoming the 
energy crisis and infrastructure up-
grading through the CPEC, Chinese 
companies in Pakistan have been 

strictly following international and 
local standards on safety and envi-
ronmental protection, Alam said. In 
implementing infrastructure projects, 
ecological factors have been fully 
considered and a number of green 
and clean energy projects including 
solar, wind and hydropower have 
been completed across the Asian 
country over the past several years, 
reducing carbon emissions and con-
tributing to economic development, 
environment protection and improve-
ment of living standards of the locals, 
said the official. Citing the example 
of recently completed 720-megawatt 
Karot hydropower project, Alam said 
that a comprehensive biodiversity 
management plan was developed for 
the construction and operation stages 
of the project to protect the environ-
ment and wildlife around the project 
site.(APP)

SARGODHA: International research 
scholar of Central Lancashire uni-
versity,United Kingdom, Dr.Eht-
shaam-ul-Rehman on Thursday paid 
his visit to University of Sargodha 
to share the experiences of research 
and innovation among each other. 
‘Pakistan has immense potential for 
research and innovation,’ the profes-
sor said in a meeting with Vice-chan-
cellor University of Sargodha. He 
said that after adopting a more inte-
grated, comprehensive and globally 
approach of mind,people could un-
lock this potential and create a better 

future for all. Dr.Ehtshaam said that 
he always felt pleasure when he vis-
it Pakistan as the country was full of 
opportunities for inter disciplinary 
research that may have a significant 
impact on the students. He urged that 
“we need to focus on research that 
was truly comprehensive and holis-
tic”. Vice-chancellor Sargodha Uni-
versity Dr.Qaiser Abbas said that the 
university was a dynamic and vibrant 
institution which was dedicated to 
provide its students with a rigorous, 
challenging and rewarding academic 
experience.(APP)

LOWER DIR: Rescue-1122 in its 
monthly report issued here on 
Wednesday said that during the 
month of February, it responded 
to 524 emergencies out of 7153 re-
ceived calls which included 6000 un-
necessary and fake calls. It said that 
Rescue-1122 staff provided medical 
and first aid in 22 traffic accidents 
and dealt with 306 medical, 10 fire 
and two crime-related emergencies 
across the district. The rescue staff 

saved 3 persons from drowning and 
provided first aid to 23 others. Under 
the ambulance referral services, some 
158 patients were shifted to different 
hospitals including 89 to other dis-
tricts and 69 within the district under 
the supervision of trained nurses and 
paramedics. Following the directives 
of Director General Rescue-1122 Dr 
Khateer Mubarak, the Rescue staff 
also conducted first aid training 
among different communities.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s Supreme 
Court has ruled that elections for the 
provincial assemblies in Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa must be held 
within 90 days. The five-member top 
court bench, led by Chief Justice Umar 
Ata Bandial, on Wednesday gave a 
split 3-2 decision. “Parliamentary de-
mocracy is one of the salient features 
of the constitution. There can be no 
parliamentary democracy without par-
liament or the provincial assemblies … 
Elections, and the periodic holding of 
elections, therefore, underpin the very 
fabric of the constitution,” the court 
said in its order. The assemblies in the 
two provinces were controlled by for-
mer Prime Minister Imran Khan’s Pa-
kistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party. In 
January, Khan, in a bid to force early 
elections, asked the provincial gover-
nors to dissolve the two assemblies. 
Pakistan traditionally holds the pro-
vincial and national elections together. 
The general polls are due by October 
this year. According to Pakistan’s con-

stitution, elections must be held with-
in 90 days after the dissolution of a 
provincial assembly. On February 21, 
President Arif Alvi, who is from the 
PTI, unilaterally announced April 9 as 
the election date in the two provinces, 
creating a constitutional crisis, with 
experts wondering if he had the right 
to do so. The top court took a suo moto 
notice of the president’s announce-
ment to determine which government 
institution had the constitutional re-
sponsibility of deciding the poll dates. 
The court said that since the governor 
of Punjab, Muhammad Baligh Ur Reh-
man, did not sign the order declaring 
the dissolution of the assembly, the 
president had the constitutional re-
sponsibility to announce the election 
date in the province. It further noted 
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Governor 
Haji Ghulam Ali, despite signing the 
dissolution order on January 18, failed 
to declare a poll date, which the top 
court said was a “breach of his consti-
tutional responsibility”. (Agencies)

SARGODHA: Chief Commission-
er, Regional Tax Office Khursheed 
Ahmed Khan Marwat said that 87 
Point of Sales (PoS) were installed 
to collect more taxes from defaulters 
across the Sargodha division. He fur-
ther said that collective efforts were 
needed for creating understanding 
about Point of Sale system. While 
talking to media at his office here on 
Wednesday,Chief Commissioner said 
that after integration, traders and 

shopkeepers would be able to ob-
tain refunds automatically and they 
would not be subjected to audits. “ 
PoS, which is currently for business 
falling under Tier-I, will gradually be 
installed all over the country with a 
view to save the economy from tax 
evasion”, he added. He explained 
that any shopkeeper who came un-
der the purview of seven conditions 
defined for Tier-I would fulfilled the 
POS condition.(APP)

TORGHAR: Two real brothers 
Wednesday died and one other was 
injured when their motorcycle struck 
the road at Shagai Shadag Torghar. 
According to the details, the three 
motorcyclists were heading towards 
the home of their sister owing to over 
speed or some other reason motor-

cycle capsized and all three motor-
cyclists struck with road resulting in 
two of them died on the spot while 
the third one sustained critical inju-
ries. Locals and police shifted them 
to the district headquarters hospital 
where the injured motorcyclist was 
declared critical. (APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Al-Khidmat Foun-
dation Bahawalpur (Women Wing) 
has organized a free skills devel-
opment course for girls here at Ori-
entation E-Library Dring Stadium 
Bahawalpur. According to a press 
release issued here, in order to equip 
girls with modern skills and knowl-
edge, Al-Khidmat Foundation Ba-
hawalpur (Women Wing) made ar-
rangements for holding of free skills 
development course for girls at Ori-
entation E-Library in Dring Stadium 
Bahawalpur City. Sixty girl candi-
dates from several colleges and uni-

versities of the district participated 
in the course. They were imparted 
knowledge and skills training from 
experts. The professors of colleges 
and universities and office-bearers 
of Women Chamber of Commerce 
Bahawalpur performed their duties 
as master trainers and supervisors 
of the course. Ms. Kausar Sadique, 
Vice President, Al-Khidmat Founda-
tion (Women Wing) and Ms. Sadia 
Zeeshan Akhtar, Provincial Coordi-
nator, Al-Khidmat Foundation South 
Punjab (Women Wing) were also 
present.(APP)

QUETTA: Balochistan Chief Min-
ister Mir Abdul Quddus Bizenjo 
expressed his deep grief over the 
demise of national hockey player 
Shahida Raza in a boat collision 
accident. The chief minister in his 
condolence message issued here on 
Wednesday said he was deeply sad-
dened by the death of Shahida Raza, 
also known as chintu, and other citi-
zens holding Pakistani nationality in 
an immigration boat tragedy. Paying 
homage to the late hockey player, 

he said the deceased brought light 
to the name of the province and 
the country in the field of hockey. 
He also expressed sympathies with 
the bereaved family and prayed 
for a grant of courage and eternal 
peace for the departed souls. It is 
worth mentioning here that she was 
among the 60 individuals killed in 
an immigration boat tragedy in It-
aly a few days ago.Four Pakistanis 
are said to have died in the said boat 
collision.(APP)

HYDERABAD: The Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Fuad Ghaffar Soom-
ro on Wednesday inaugurated the 
first digital population and house-
hold Census by putting a mark on a 
house. According to an official state-
ment, the Pakistan Bureau of Statis-
tics has decided to hold the first dig-
ital and the overall 7th population 
and household census from March 
01 and will remain to continue till 
April 01. Fuad Ghaffar Soomro said 
the digital census process was start-
ed across the country as it was nec-
essary for the allocation of resourc-

es and development projects. To a 
question, the DC replied, “The ben-
efit of a digital census will be more 
than a manual system. “ “Over 1500 
staff of the Bureau of Statistics are 
engaged in the census process. In 
the first phase, house count will be 
carried out and then a population 
census will be conducted,” he add-
ed. He appealed to the public to co-
operate with the census staff so that 
the counting process could be car-
ried out efficiently. Earlier, the DC 
inaugurated the digital census by 
putting a mark on the house.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Steering Com-
mittee on the Rule of Law Roadmap 
(RoLR) Balochistan convened its 
6th session to celebrate the success-
ful completion of the first five-year 
phase of reforms and launch a new 
chapter for the RoL Roadmap de-
veloped for 2023-26. The key stake-
holders renewed their commitment 
to advance evidence-based reforms 
in the rule of law sector with the aim 
of furthering public trust and con-
fidence in law enforcement institu-
tions in Balochistan, said a UNODC 
press release issued here. Addition-
al Chief Secretary Home & Tribal 
Affairs, Government of Balochistan 
Zahid Saleem praised all institu-
tions and departments for their 

dedication in implementing key re-
forms under the roadmap. He high-
lighted the importance of the new 
five-year chapter, which will build 
on the achievements of the previ-
ous phase to continue to strengthen 
rule of law, effective administration 
of justice and best practices for 
the benefit of all citizens, especial-
ly the most marginalized ones. He 
thanked the European Union for its 
financial support, as well as United 
Nations Office Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) for their technical sup-
port. The RoL Roadmap has adopt-
ed a results-based methodology to 
inform institutional decisions and 
improve system-wide performance.  
(APP)

BAHAWALPUR: Jamia Siddiquia 
Bahawalpur is going to organize 
an international Quran Conference 
namely “Saut-Ul-Quraa” here in the 
city today (Wednesday) According 
to a press release issued here, Qari 
Adil Albaz Al-Sheikh from Egypt, 
Qari Muhammad Bilal from Madina 
Munawra, Saudia Arabia and several 
other religious scholars will be par-

ticipating in the conference. Maula-
na Abdul Aziz Hassani and Qari Ab-
dul Salaam will also be participating 
in the conference. Qari Ghulam Ya-
seen Siddiqui, Administrator, Jamia 
Siddiquia Bahawalpur said that all 
arrangements had been finalized for 
holding of the conference. He added 
that guests had reached Bahawalpur 
City to attend the conference. (APP)

UN’s FAO, GOP sign $5 million funding agreement for flood victims

IRSA releases 102,800 
cusecs water

PO involves in  
murder held

Hostels of  
QAU evacuated

Ex DFC Vehari suspended 
over embazzlement  

of wheat

ISLAMABAD: The Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Wednesday 
released 102,800 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with an in-
flow of 52,500 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1457.37 feet and was 59.37 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 14,700 cusecs while 
outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1110.15 feet, 60.15 feet higher 
than its dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water were re-
corded as 15,000 cusecs and 30,000 
cusecs respectively. The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded as 57,900, 
41,200, 33,000 and 7,200 cusecs re-
spectively. Similarly, from River Ka-
bul, a total of 11,800 cusecs of water 
was released at Nowshera and 3,000 
cusecs were released from River 
Chenab at Marala. (APP)

MULTAN: Mohafiz Police Squad ar-
rested a proclaimed offender (PO) 
involved in a murder case with a 
weapon recovered from his posses-
sion here on Wednesday. According 
to a police source, it had intercepted 
a suspicious bike rider named Mun-
awar Ali, son of Muhammad Nawaz. 
While searching, a police officer 
found 30 bore pistol in his custody. 
In further checking, it was discov-
ered that the accused was booked in 
murder case no. 61/63 at Kabir Walla 
Police Station. He had shot at and 
killed a local citizen named Shan Ali 
in the same jurisdiction of the police. 
The arrested accused was handed 
over to the concerned police station 
which was reported to have started 
an investigation.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The administration 
of Quaid-e-Azam University (QAU) 
has got vacated the hostels of the in-
stitution with the help of the police. 
The university administration and 
parents thanked Minister of Interior 
Rana Sanaullah Khan and the Islam-
abad Capital Police for their timely 
action. Minister for Interior said that 
politics will not be allowed in edu-
cational institutions and any kind 
of disruption in educational matters 
will not be tolerated. He said the at-
mosphere of educational institutions 
will be made conducive to research 
as well as creative matters and vio-
lent incidents will be discouraged. A 
case has also been registered against 
the miscreants at the request of the 
university administration. Islamabad 
Capital Police’s counter-extremism 
unit is also in contact with other ed-
ucational institutions and visiting 
there.(APP)

BUREWALA: Ex DFC Vehari Nawaz 
Jafri was suspended over embazzle-
ment of wheat worth millions of ru-
pee in food department. According to 
details, a citizen informed about em-
bazzlement of wheat in warehouses 
Ada Ghulam Hussain on which high 
level inquiry was launched under the 
directions of Secretary Food Punjab. 
The warehouse in-charge Tariq Farooq 
disappeared from duty and was sus-
pended. The inspection team raided the 
warehouses and seized the embazzle-
ment of 16,000 maunds of wheat worth 
more than 60 million from there and 
sent report to Secretary Food. (APP)

President administers oath to Fauzia Viqar as 
Federal Ombudsman for PAHW

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi on 
Wednesday administered oath of office 
to Fauzia Viqar as Federal Ombudsman 
for Protection Against Harassment at 
Workplace (PAHW). The oath-taking 
ceremony held at the Aiwan-e-Sadr 
was attended by senior government of-
ficials. The president on Tuesday made 

the new appointment after the com-
pletion of the tenure of former Feder-
al Ombudsman for Protection against 
Harassment at Workplace Kashmala 
Tariq. The appointment has been made 
in accordance with Sections 3 and 21 of 
the Federal Ombudsman Institutional 
Reforms of 2013.(APP)
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PM orders new passport counters to be set up at NADRA centres
ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif on Wednesday directed 
to set up counters of passport issu-
ing officers at the National Database 
and Registration Authority (NADRA) 
centres to facilitate the applicants. 
The prime minister in this regard 
asked NADRA and the Directorate 
General of Immigration and Pass-
ports to share their resources to ma-
terialize the collaboration. Chairing 
a meeting on hassle-free access to 

passports and computerized nation-
al identity cards (CNICs), he said 
the step would not only facilitate the 
general public but also reduce the 

burden on national exchequer. Sheh-
baz Sharif directed that all the previ-
ously approved new passport offices 
would be set up as counters at the 
NADRA centres. He also instructed 
to increase the number of mobile 
vans of NADRA to provide doorstep 
service to CNIC applicants. For the 
renewal of CNICs, the meeting was 
informed that NADRA was set to 
launch a new mobile phone applica-
tion for consumers. (APP)

Two killed,five injured 
in road accidents

Four motorcycles recovered

Deputy Commissioner 
visits DHQ hospital

Hunza Cultural festival 
on March 4

Police conduct crackdown 
against kite flyers

FAISALABAD: Two persons includ-
ing a minor girl were killed,while 
five others sustained injuries in sep-
arate road accidents in Faisalabad 
during the past 24 hours. Rescue 1122 
spokesman said here on Wednesday 
that a speeding truck hit a motorcy-
cle near Magna Mill Jaranwala road, 
Khurarianwala.As a result, 60-year-
old motorcyclist Abdul Ghani re-
ceived serious injuries and died on the 
spot. In another incident, 4-year-old 
girl Zahra Akram was killed, while 
five people including Akram (42), his 
son Ghulam Muhiyyud-Din (5), his 
daughter Sehar Akram (8), Chand 
Faiz (20) and Fozia Arshad (5) were 
injured in two motorcycles collision 
near Sahi Ka Bhatta Jaranwala. Res-
cue 1122 shifted the injured to Tehsil 
Headquarters (THQ) Hospital in a 
critical condition,whereas area police 
took bodies into custody,while further 
investigation was underway. (APP)

SARGODHA: Sahiwal police on 
Wednesday arrested four bike lifters 
and recovered motorcycles from their 
possession. In line with special Direc-
tives of District Police Officer (DPO), 
Muhammad Faisal Kamran, the raid-
ing team arrested four bike lifters 
including Azhar, Mazhar, Umair and 
Sajid and recovered four two-wheel-
ers from them. Further investigation 
was under way,said police. (APP)

NAROWAL: Deputy Commissioner 
Narowal Muhammed Ashraf visited 
the District Headquarters (DHQ) hos-
pital here on Wednesday. The Deputy 
Commissioner visited various wards 
including Day Care Center, Blood 
Bank, Emergency, Children’s and Di-
alysis wards and inquired about the 
condition of the patients,their treat-
ment and the facilities provided by 
the hospital administration. (APP)

ISLAMABAD: Hunza Cultural Forum 
(HCF) will hold a colorful cultural 
festival featuring music, dances, food, 
awards, film festival, arts and crafts 
showcase here on March 4 at Jinnah 
sports Complex. The two-day festival 
will announce the awards for “High 
Achievers and Contributors” in cat-
egories of education, Innovation and 
Creativity, Arts and Culture, Sports 
and Fitness, Socio Economic Contri-
bution and Entrepreneurship. Hunza 
Cultural and Development Forum is 
an indigenous platform that strives 
towards the sustainability and revival 
of Hunza Culture and Heritage. The 
festival focuses on promoting cultural 
heritage, arts and crafts, lifestyle and 
tourism of Hunza to the culture and 
fun lovers to highlight various aspects 
of life in Hunza valley and preserve 
the indigenous folk heritage. (APP)

RAWALPINDI: On the directives of 
City Police Officer CPO Syed Kha-
lid Mahmood Hamdani, Rawalpindi 
police are conducting a crackdown 
against the kite flyers after their 
identification through videos. Ac-
cording to a police spokesman, Race 
Course police held an accused Mu-
hammad Tayyab after tracing him 
through videos who involved in kite 
flying. Police have also recovered 
Kalashnikov and bullets from his 
possession. Rawalpindi Police while 
using videos clips, launched a crack-
down against kite flying and aerial 
firing. (APP)

AIOU commences final exams of Int’l students 
from March 10

Health expert advises parents to save children, 
older citizens from changing weather

President telephones families of N.Waziristan martyrs

Ministry renovates 2,093 houses, flats  
in Islamabad during last five years

President’s rank constitutional demanding  
impartial conduct: Sherry

Education and enforcement campaign  
of traffic police in full swing

ANF recovers 239 kg drugs in six operations; arrests five

Railways asks provincial govts to hand over its land

Commissioner directs WASA to improve its 
recovery targets

Rupee plunges by Rs 4.61 against dollar

Meeting health needs of married women crucial 
to save lives

IRVI starts debunking colonial history of subcontinent 
through architecture exploration

ISLAMABAD: Allama Iqbal Open Uni-
versity (AIOU) is commencing final 
examinations of Matric, Intermediate 
and I.Com programs for international 
students offered in the semester au-
tumn 2022 from March 10. These ex-
ams will be held online, and the univer-
sity has done all the arrangements for 
these online exams. Students’ accounts 
have been created on agahi LMS por-
tal while date sheet and instructions 
have been uploaded on the university 
website (www.aiou.edu.pk). Moreover, 
admissions in the second phase of se-
mester spring 2023 are open for na-
tional and international students. The 
programs offered in this phase include 
Associate degree in arts (BA), Associate 
degree in commerce (B.Com), BBA, 2.5 

and 4 year BS programs, 1.5, 2.5 and 
4 year B.Ed and postgraduate diplo-
mas. These programs are being offered 
through an online management sys-
tem and all the academic activities of 
these programs will be held online. It is 
pertinent to mention here that the uni-
versity is providing quality education 
to international students. So far more 
than 450 students from 35 countries 
have been enrolled including students 
from the USA, Africa, United Kingdom, 
Canada, Australia, Japan, China, New 
Zealand, Malaysia, Bangladesh, etc. 
For more details, students can contact 
the International Collaboration and 
Exchange Office at +92519057165, 
+92519250175, or email at overseas@
aiou.edu.pk.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Health expert Dr Muz-
na Shah on Wednesday stressed that 
parents should give extra attention 
and care to prevent their children 
and older citizens from suffering 
from viral infections including chest 
infections due to changes in season 
and temperature fluctuation. Talking 
to a private news channel, Muzna 
informed that this changing weather 
is also very risky for older citizens so 
special precautionary measures were 
needed to prevent them from a chest 
infection. She said proper awareness 
about health care would help to avoid 
the risk of spreading different diseas-

es and also reduce the ratio of deaths 
due to ailment. Diseases of cold and 
flu in children and older citizens 
should not be taken lightly as these 
might lead to lower respiratory tract 
infections including pneumonia, she 
added. “I also advise the parents not 
to overwrap their children and just 
put on sweaters and warm clothes 
as sometimes overwrapping causes 
sweating which is not good for them”. 
“Transition of climate always trig-
gers different types of infections in 
humans. People with weak immunity 
are the worst sufferers during win-
ters”, she informed.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: President Dr Arif Alvi 
on Wednesday telephoned the fami-
lies of martyred soldiers of the Paki-
stan Army who laid down their lives 
in the line of duty. Sepoy Afzal Khan 
and Sepoy Imranullah were martyred 
in a terrorist attack in Spinwam area 

of North Waziristan. President Alvi 
paid tribute to the sacrifice and valour 
of the martyred troops. He prayed to 
Allah Almighty to grant an elevated 
place to the souls of martyrs in heav-
en and give patience to their families.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan Works De-
partment (PWD), Ministry of Hous-
ing and Works has upgraded and ren-
ovated as many as 2,093 houses and 
flats in various sectors of Islamabad, 
during the last five years. “The PWD 
has carried out EM works of as many 
as 1,114 flats and houses, while civil 
work is executed on around 979 of 
different categories, an official in the 
ministry told APP. The official said 
the ministry owned as many as 5,253 
houses and flats of categories-I to cat-
egories-V located in various sectors 
in the federal capital. To a question, 
he said the Capital Development Au-
thority (CDA) was responsible for the 

maintenance and renovation of Pak 
Secretariat, Islamabad, therefore, no 
fund had been spent on ministry’s 
renovation. He said the Finance Di-
vision had already slashed the bud-
get while making allocations. Hence, 
no funds had been surrendered to 
Finance Division, and all the funds 
allocated during 2021-22 in relevant 
heads were utilized by the general 
section, he added. The official said 
the PWD had started sending notices 
to the allottees of government accom-
modation in Sector I-9/4 about pay-
ment of electric meter bills for water 
motors installed at residential blocks.
(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Federal Minister for 
Climate Change, Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Wednesday said the 
President was sitting in a constitu-
tional position and his rank did not 
allow for partiality. In a series of 
tweets, the minister said the Presi-
dent should sit in the constitutional 

position and uphold the constitu-
tion. She added that it was clear, 
the president did not have the con-
stitutional authority to give a date 
for the elections. The minister was 
of the view that such decisions and 
actions only to benefit Imran Khan’s 
politics.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The campaign of Is-
lamabad Traffic Police to educate 
road users and ensure the imple-
mentation of traffic laws is in full 
swing. The main objective of this 
road safety campaign is to ensure 
the safety of people while road us-
ers are being educated about traf-
fic rules. Following directions of 
Inspector General of Police (IGP) 
Islamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan, 
Chief Traffic Officer Dr. Syed Mus-
tafa Tanveer has constituted special 
teams to educate road users, con-

trol violations on various roads and 
ensure smooth flow of traffic in the 
city. During this campaign, action 
is being ensured against underage 
bikers, rash drivers and those vio-
lating traffic rules. Under the super-
vision of Chief Traffic Officer Islam-
abad, zonal DSPs are ensuring strict 
action against those violating traffic 
rules. Pamphlets and leaflets are be-
ing distributed to create awareness 
among citizens while various police 
are educating people about road 
safety rules.(APP)

RAWALPINDI: Anti-Narcotics Force 
(ANF) recovered 239 kg narcotics 
in six operations and arrested five 
accused allegedly involved in drug 
smuggling, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman here on Wednesday. 
He said ANF conducted a raid near 
Khuzdar Highway Karachi Road and 
recovered 170.4 kg charras besides 
netting two accused. In another raid 
conducted near the Chaman check 
post, 3.8 kg morphine and over two kg 

Ice drug was recovered. He informed 
that in the third operation at Islam-
abad International Airport, 38 grams 
of charras was recovered from the 
possession of a Manchester-bound 
passenger resident of Gujrat. In an 
operation at Multan International Air-
port, 144 heroin-filled capsules were 
recovered from the possession of two 
Bahrain-bound passengers, residents 
of Haripur and Attock, going on flight 
no GF-789.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Ministry of 
Railways has asked the provincial 
governments to hand over its com-
mercial, residential, and agricultur-
al land to help to boost revenue of 
the department. “In this regard, the 
Ministry of Railways had already 
written a letter to provincial govern-
ments urging them to give posses-
sion of the land as it was the prop-
erty of the Railways,” an official in 
the Ministry told APP. Pakistan Rail-
ways’ major portion of around 9,986 
acres of land worth billion of rupees 
were found under illegal occupation 
of private, individual and different 
government departments across the 
country, he added. The official said 
that as many as 3,287 acres land 
were occupied in Punjab, 832 acres 
under encroachment in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh, 
and 687 acres of land were occupied 
in Balochistan. However, he said 

Pakistan Railways had retrieved as 
many as 986 acres of its land worth 
million of rupees during various an-
ti-encroachment operations across 
the country from the land grab-
bers. “Around 484 acres retrieved 
in Punjab, 141 acres in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, 335 acres in Sindh and 
only 26 acres in Balochistan,” he 
added. He said about 3,287 acres in 
Punjab, 832 acres in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, 5,180 acres in Sindh, and 
687 acres of land in Balochistan had 
been encroached by various parties. 
The official said Pakistan Railways 
had also decided to accelerate its 
ongoing anti-encroachment oper-
ation against land grabbers across 
the country to recoup its land from 
different individuals, groups, and 
even business organizations that 
were using it for residential, com-
mercial, and agricultural purposes 
for decades. (APP)

MULTAN: Commissioner Multan Di-
vision, Engineer Aamir Khattak, di-
rected WASA to improve its recovery 
targets and brought changes in the 
recovery mechanism. Recovery could 
be improved by outsourcing to a third 
party. He expressed these views while 
presiding over a meeting and or-
dered officials to make the defaulters’ 
Names and faces public and discon-
nect their connections. Commission-
er informed that a committee was be-
ing formed which will go and check 
the defaulters. He directed the MEP-
CO officials to restore the electricity 

to WASA and said that the higher 
authorities have been informed about 
the issue. WASA officials ordered to 
ensure the uninterrupted payment of 
MEPCO bills and said that the depart-
ments should play a positive role in 
keeping in view the problems of the 
citizens. WASA has to restore public 
confidence and took action against its 
defaulters. Mr Khattak ordered the 
WASA officials to be alert and sent 
all machinery into the field in view of 
rain and also ensure drainage of rain-
water from all important roads and 
low-lying areas.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: The Pakistan rupee de-
preciated by Rs 4.61 against the dollar 
in the interbank trading on Wednes-
day and closed at Rs 266.11 against 
the previous day’s closing of Rs 
261.50. According to the Forex Asso-
ciation of Pakistan (FAP), the buying 
and selling rates of dollars in the open 
market were recorded at Rs 267 and 
Rs 269.6 respectively. The price of 
Euro increased by Rs 5.82 and closed 
at Rs 283.08 against the last day’s 
closing of Rs 277.22, according to the 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The 
Japanese Yen gained 04 paisa to close 
at Rs 1.95, whereas an increase of Rs 
6.69 was witnessed in the exchange 

rate of the British Pound, which was 
traded at Rs 321.52 as compared to 
its last day’s closing of Rs 314.83. The 
exchange rates of Emirates Dirham 
and Saudi Riyal increased by Rs 1.26 
and Rs 1.23 to close at Rs 72.45 and 
Rs 70.90 respectively.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: There is a need for 
comprehensive and multi-faceted 
strategies to improve access to re-
productive healthcare services for 
young mothers and their families. 
The low social status of women and 
lack of family planning information 
and services contribute to the repro-
ductive health challenges for wom-
en, especially adolescent mothers, 
stressed the experts while addressing 
the members of the Media Coalition, 
comprised of media personnel from 
all provinces representing all major 
media outlets of Pakistan, press re-
lease issued by the Population Coun-

cil said on Wednesday. Media Coali-
tion of Population Council highlights 
health and family planning issues 
besides the cross-sectoral impact of 
rapid population growth periodical-
ly to raise awareness and hold gov-
ernments accountable for service 
delivery of family planning and in-
formation. The Population Council, 
in collaboration with UNFPA, orga-
nized the Media Coalition Meeting to 
mark the forthcoming International 
Women’s Day in which media person-
nel were briefed on the reproductive 
health needs of young women in Pa-
kistan.(APP)

ISLAMABAD: Indus River Valley In-
stitute (IVRI) has started debunking 
colonial history of the subcontinent 
that is home to the world’s unique 
culture, traditions, heritage, arts and 
linguistics through exposure visits and 
architecture exploration. The IVRI 
has adopted a unique stratagem to 
transform a mundane activity into an 
exciting learning experience through 
travelling to archaic heritage sites, 
map reading, drawing, sitting in natu-

ral environment without any chair and 
layers with bare feet to redevelop a 
connection with the ancient buildings 
not merely a structure of stones and 
bricks rather the heritage of their an-
cestors lost after the advent of British 
colonial rule. The Institute has kicked 
off exposure visits and activities in the 
Federal capital where public, experts, 
students, academia, media and history 
lovers have given an overwhelming re-
sponse to the initiative.(APP)
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Airbus warns clients of longer waits for newest A321

Gas firms slam Australia’s plan to tighten export curbs

Vaccine maker Novavax says ‘substantial doubt’ over future

HSBC raises $2bn in additional Tier 1 bond

China’s factory activity stuns with fastest growth in a decade

Gold hits one-week peak on softer dollar; rate-hike fears linger

European LNG Imports Soar 63% In 2022: IEA

China telcos jump on bets AI services will drive cloud sector

PARIS: Airbus SE is advising cus-
tomers they’ll face longer waits for 
its newest jetliner, the long-range 
A321XLR, according to people fa-
miliar with the matter, adding to 
pressure on carriers trying to source 
planes to meet surging demand for 
travel as Covid fades. The delays 
vary by airline, with deliveries typi-
cally sliding by a matter of months, 
the people said, asking not to be 
identified because the details are 
private. Airbus is contending with 

production snarls in its factories and 
regulatory scrutiny of a new centre 
fuel tank that gives the narrow-body 
jet the range to cruise from London 
to Miami, or Tokyo to Sydney. Airbus 
had originally targeted bringing the 

XLR to market by 2023 but pushed 
back that timing to mid-2024 as Eu-
ropean and US regulators probed a 
potential fire hazard posed by the 
novel feature. The jet will hold an ad-
ditional fuel tank that will be fused 
into its structure behind the wheel 
bays and directly under passengers’ 
feet. Privately, buyers are fretting the 
regulatory review could push back 
the plane’s market entry to as late as 
the end of 2024 or early 2025, some 
of the people said. (Agencies)

SYDNEY: Australia’s natural gas in-
dustry is pushing back against pro-
posed rules that would give the gov-
ernment more power to curb exports 
of the fuel in the case of a domestic 
shortage. The effort comes after the 
government suggested revisions to 
strengthen the Australian Domestic 
Gas Security Mechanism, a last-re-
sort measure that restricts some liq-
uefied natural gas exports to ensure 
enough fuel is available for domestic 
use. The government asked for feed-

back on the changes last month, with 
the goal of implementing the new 
system by April 1. “The government 
should prioritise increasing domestic 
gas supply, rather than compromising 
international contracts, investments 

and partnerships,” the Australian 
Petroleum Production & Exploration 
Association said in comments sub-
mitted to the government last month. 
“Intervention in the gas market puts 
Australia’s reputation as a stable and 
reliable energy and trading partner 
at risk.” The proposal by Australia — 
one of the world’s top LNG exporters 
— is designed to protect consumers 
from shortfalls at home as Russia’s 
war in Ukraine threatens to keep 
global markets tight. (Agencies)

WASHINGTON: Covid-19 vaccine 
maker Novavax raised doubts Tues-
day about its ability to continue its 
business, announcing plans to cut 
spending after struggles in rolling 
out its coronavirus jab. Shares of 
Novavax plummeted 25% in ex-
tended trading after the company 
reported fourth-quarter earnings 
that missed analyst estimates. While 
the firm should have enough money 
to fund operations, the situation is 
“subject to significant uncertainty”, it 

said in a statement. “Given these un-
certainties, substantial doubt exists” 
regarding its ability to carry on its 
business, Novavax added. On Tues-
day, the company reported a loss of 
US$182 million in the fourth quar-

ter, on weaker sales than expected at 
US$357 million. For now, the compa-
ny is gearing up for a fall vaccination 
campaign and said it plans to focus 
on delivering an updated Covid-19 
vaccine. Maryland-based Novavax 
was an early frontrunner in the glob-
al vaccine race but fell behind after 
being hit by manufacturing and reg-
ulatory delays. The company faced 
delays in regulatory submissions for 
its jab, which was authorised in July 
last year in the US. (Agencies)

RIYADH: HSBC Holdings said on 
Wednesday it raised $2 billion from 
a convertible security issue, beating 
its own target on strong demand for 
the perpetual additional Tier 1 bond. 
In a filing to the Hong Kong Stock 
Exchange, HSBC said the perpetual 
bond’s coupon had been set at 8 per-
cent. Prospective investors had been 
told at the deal’s launch on Tuesday 

that the initial price guidance for 
the coupon was 8.5 percent. The fi-
nal rates fluctuate based on demand 

from investors. Reuters reported on 
Tuesday HSBC had aimed to raise 
up to $1.5 billion in the transaction, 
but the final size was set higher 
than its initial target. HSBC said in 
a sale memo that it intends to use 
the cash raised for refinancing some 
debt, general corporate purposes 
and strengthening its capital base. 
(Agencies)

BEIJING: China’s manufacturing 
activity expanded at the fastest pace 
in more than a decade in February, 
an official index showed on Wednes-
day, smashing expectations as pro-
duction zoomed after the lifting of 
COVID-19 restrictions late last year, 
Reuters reported. The manufactur-
ing purchasing managers’ index 
shot up to 52.6 from 50.1 in January, 
according to China’s National Bu-
reau of Statistics, above the 50-point 
mark that separates expansion and 

contraction in activity. The PMI far 
exceeded an analyst forecast of 50.5 
and was the highest reading since 
April 2012. The world’s second-larg-
est economy recorded one of its 
worst years in nearly half a century 

in 2022 due to strict COVID-19 lock-
downs and subsequent widespread 
infections. The curbs were abrupt-
ly lifted in December as the high-
ly transmissible omicron spread 
across the country. Global markets 
cheered the big surprise in the PMI 
with Asian stocks and the Austra-
lian dollar reversing earlier losses, 
the offshore yuan perking up and 
oil rallying, as investors took a more 
optimistic view on China’s econom-
ic prospects. (Agencies)

BENGALURU: Gold advanced to a 
one-week high on Wednesday as the 
dollar pulled back, although fears 
of further US interest rate hikes on 
the back of stubbornly high infla-
tion worldwide kept a lid on prices, 
according to Reuters. Spot gold ex-
tended its gains to a third session, 
rising 0.4 percent to $1,834.75 per 

ounce, as of 0701 GMT. US gold fu-
tures rose 0.3 percent to $1,842.90. 
“Gold is oversold over the near-

term, having found support at its 
200-day exponential moving av-
erage, and the US dollar is due a 
pullback against February’s gains,” 
said Matt Simpson, a senior market 
analyst at City Index. “Next stop 
for gold could be the $1,850-$1,860 
area, at which point we’ll be on the 
lookout for another top.”(Agencies)

RIYADH: European imports of liq-
uefied natural gas soared last year 
as nations sought to cover for drops 
in Russian pipeline supplies, a report 
from the International Energy Agen-
cy said Tuesday. The jump in demand 
from European nations sent prices 
spiking higher, with global sales dou-
bling in value to $450 billion even 
though volume rose only 5.5 percent, 
the IEA said in a quarterly report on 

the gas market. It said it expects LNG 
volumes to rise by 4.3 percent in 2023. 
“LNG import growth in 2022 was led 
by Europe with a sharp 63 percent in-
crease, compensating for a significant 

drop in pipeline gas imports from 
Russia,” the IEA said. European im-
ports of LNG rose by 66 billion cubic 
meters, with the US supplying two-
thirds of that increased consumption. 
“LNG played a critical role in mitigat-
ing the impact of Russia’s deep cuts 
in piped gas supply to the European 
Union and was instrumental in avoid-
ing gas supply shortages in 2022,” 
said the IEA.(Agencies)

SHANGHAI: China’s telecommuni-
cation stocks surge on speculation 
they will benefit from an expansion 
in cloud computing and the potential 
development of artificial intelligence 
software. China Telecom Corp and 
China Mobile Limited are on track to 
close Wednesday at record highs in 
Shanghai trading, while China United 
Network Telecommunications Co rose 
the 10% limit, advancing 30% since the 
start of the year. The normally staid 

telecom companies are in the spot-
light, with analysts growing upbeat 
about their forays into artificial intel-
ligence and expansion into cloud com-
puting infrastructure. STAR Market 
Daily reported last month that China 
Telecom has the capability to develop 
AI chatbot services, while traders had 
earlier jumped on the stocks of tech 
firms including Baidu Inc on similar 
bets. “The expansion in cloud busi-
ness at telecom providers may allow 

for revaluation and could bring more 
flexibility for market capitalisation,” 
Shengang Securities analysts includ-
ing Cao Xute wrote in a note. The 
firms already have data centres and 
sales staff, which will help them lower 
costs, they added. “Valuation with Chi-
nese Characteristics,” a slogan rolled 
out late last year by market regulators, 
has been interpreted to mean more 
upside room in the depressed valua-
tion of state-owned giants. (Agencies)

Oil climbs as China, India combine to boost outlook

UK house prices slide at sharpest pace since 2012

EU reaches landmark deal to fight bond  
market greenwashing

Yunnan slashes power usage by aluminium 
producers again

GM cuts hundreds of executive-level jobs

SINGAPORE: Oil rose as data 
showing a strong recovery in Chi-
nese factory activity reinforced the 
outlook for energy demand in the 
world’s biggest crude importer and 
offset concern about rising US in-
ventories. West Texas Intermediate 
advanced toward US$78 a barrel, 
erasing an earlier drop. China’s 
manufacturing activity recorded 
the biggest monthly improvement 
in more than a decade in February 
after Covid Zero was ditched last 
year. Oil’s jump came alongside 
gains in other commodities like 
copper. There were positive signals 
from India, too. Domestic refined 
oil-product sales in the South Asian 
nation, a key crude importer, surged 

in February, with double-digit rises 
for gasoline, diesel and jet fuel. In 
addition, Indian buyers are joining 
Chinese consumers to take oil car-
goes from Russia’s Far East. Crude 
remains lower this year as the pros-
pect of tighter US monetary policy 
and rising inventories have so far 
outweighed optimism that Chinese 
demand will strengthen as activity 
picks up. (Agencies)

LONDON: UK house prices fell at 
their sharpest annual pace since 2012 
last month, steepening a downturn 
sparked by a jump in mortgage rates. 
The average cost of a home fell 1.1% 
from a year ago last month after a gain 
of the same size in January, Nation-
wide Building Society said Wednes-
day. It marked the sixth consecutive 
monthly drop in prices and the first 
annual decline since June 2020. “It 
will be hard for the market to regain 
much momentum,” Robert Gardner, 
Nationwide’s chief economist, said 
in a statement Wednesday. “Head-
winds look set to remain relatively 
strong, with the labour market widely 
expected to weaken as the economy 
shrinks in the quarters ahead, while 

mortgage rates remain well above 
the lows prevailing in 2021.” The re-
port points to a tightening squeeze on 
consumer spending power after infla-
tion jumped to its highest in 41 years, 
prompting an unprecedented series 
of interest rate hikes from the Bank 
of England. That pushed up the cost 
of borrowing to levels not seen since 
the global financial crisis more than a 
decade ago. (Agencies)

BRUSSELS: European Union nego-
tiators reached a deal to establish a 
green bond standard, giving investors 
long-awaited clarity that their money 
is aligned with the region’s climate 
ambitions. Companies that use the 
standard will have to prove that the 
proceeds from their green bonds are 
in line with the bloc’s list of environ-
mentally friendly activities, known as 
the taxonomy. They will, however, get 
a 15% “flexibility pocket” for activities 
that aren’t yet covered by the rule-
book, according to the terms of the 
agreement reached by EU lawmakers 
and member states. “This regulation 
creates a gold standard that green 
bonds can aspire to,” said Paul Tang, 
parliament’s chief negotiator. “Any 
green bonds not using this system 

will likely be looked at with increas-
ing suspicion.” The long-awaited deal 
has been plagued by disagreements 
over how strict the rulebook needs to 
be, and whether all issuers marketing 
green bonds in Europe should be re-
quired to comply. Negotiators failed 
to reach a deal in December, as par-
liament and member states debated 
how much flexibility issuers should 
get when investing the proceeds.
(Agencies)

KUNMING: Southwestern China’s 
Yunnan province has ordered alumin-
ium producers to further dramatically 
slash production in order to cut ener-
gy consumption as the province faces 
a severe shortage of hydroelectricity 
output. This is the second round of 
production cuts in six months. Start-
ing Sept 10, the provincial government 
told businesses to lower their use of 
electricity by 10% over five days after 
a record heat wave disrupted produc-
tion and economic activity across the 
region. Companies were then told to 
reduce electricity use by an additional 
15% to 30% starting Sept 15. Author-
ities didn’t say how much aluminium 
producers should reduce power con-
sumption. But industry researchers es-
timated the second round would low-
er aluminium production by 650,000 
to 800,000 tonnes, bringing the total 

loss of output over the two rounds of 
power rationing to 1.9 million tonnes. 
That much production would equal a 
third of the province’s capacity, sev-
eral industry researchers told Caixin. 
Aluminium refining consumes vast 
amounts of electricity. China is the 
world’s largest producer of primary 
aluminium, a significant metal for in-
dustrial use. Aluminium Corporation 
of China, the largest state-owned alu-
minium enterprise in the country, and 
its unit Yunnan Aluminium as well as 
Henan Shenhuo Coal & Power and 
Qiya Group have reduced output in 
Yunnan by more than 40%. (Agencies)

DETROIT: General Motors Co is cut-
ting hundreds of executive-level and 
salaried jobs as it looks to cut costs and 
streamline operations, a person briefed 
on the matter told Reuters on Tuesday. 
The global reductions are in the “low 
hundreds,” the person said. GM chief 
people officer Arden Hoffman said 
in a letter to employees on Tuesday 
the Detroit automaker is “committed 
to US$2 billion in cost savings in the 
next two years, which we’ll find by re-
ducing corporate expenses, overhead, 
and complexity in all our products.” 
GM disclosed the US$2 billion cost 
cut target in January. The automaker 
said in January it did not plan layoffs 
and on Tuesday did not characterise 
the cuts as layoffs.  GM said the job ac-
tion Tuesday “follows our most recent 
performance calibration and supports 

managing the attrition curve as part of 
our overall structural costs reduction 
effort.” Hoffman said “in an environ-
ment where our competitors’ margins 
are improving, it’s imperative that we 
act now and focus on our own efficien-
cy.” Hoffman added that “to deliver on 
our commitments and to beat the com-
petition, we need to have the winning 
team, bar none. We need a culture shift 
that enables us to hold ourselves ac-
countable for achieving the higher lev-
els of operating that are now required.” 
(Agencies)
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You’re quite energetic and 
looking for any excuse to get some 
exercise. It could be fun like sports 
or running, or it could be more prac-
tical like yard work or moving furni-
ture around the house.
– TAURUS: You could come across 
as somewhat arrogant today, but 
only if other people are already look-
ing for the worst. You’re confident 
and ready to go, but if they choose to 
go negative, you might have to pull 
back. 
– GEMINI: You’re feeling pretty sassy 
and self-confident, and you should 
find that people are more willing to 
accept your opinions as a result. You 
might still have to back them up with 
good arguments later!
– CANCER: You need to strut your 
stuff today no matter where you are! 
It’s an odd day for sure, but you can 
make up for the worst of it by just let-
ting people know what you’re made 
of and what you can do with it.
– LEO: You’ve got some serious en-
ergy flowing through you right now, 
and strangers might confuse you 

with a celebrity you barely resemble! 
It’s a good day for having fun wher-
ever you are.
– VIRGO: You might not be on top 
today, but you like the underdog po-
sition. It makes victory that much 
sweeter! Wherever you are, you 
should try to build alliances and 
make the most of what you’ve got.
– LIBRA: You need to reach out to 
people and let them hear what’s re-
ally going on inside you. Your hopes 
and dreams are more important than 
ever, and you should find others who 
are more than willing to help.
– SCORPIO: Your supervisor at work 
or teacher or landlord or some other 
authority figure is placing obstacles 
between you and your desires. You 
should drop everything and focus on 
this issue!
– SAGITTARIUS: You could get a 
message or a call from someone far 
away, not necessarily someone you 
know well. Your instincts tell you to 
follow up quickly, and they are right 
this time (as they so often are).
– CAPRICORN: Your work life could 
be more difficult than usual thanks 
to the underhanded actions of oth-
ers looking out only for themselves! 
Don’t fight back, though. It’s far bet-
ter to do the right thing in this case.
– ACQUARIUS: You’re feeling im-
pulsive today, and that could lead to 
difficulties with those who feel they 
know best how to handle any given 
situation. Try to follow your heart, 
but let your head have some say!
– PISCES: Someone is unhappy with 
the way things are going today, and 
it’s your job to placate them even if 
you haven’t a clue how to go about it. 
Take a deep breath and start explain-
ing things.
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Djokovic proud to regain top spot after tough year

Lakers aim to find a way despite James’ injury

Cremonese earn 1st win with late penalty against Roma

CONCACAF to start 2026 World Cup qualifying in March 2024

Morant to fore as Grizzlies crush Lakers, Bucks rally to down Nets

Ko, Korda headline World Championship in Singapore

UAE fighters shine at 7th Jiu-Jitsu Asian Championship

DUBAI: Novak Djokovic said his return 
to the top of the world rankings felt like 
a big achievement after a year of tur-
moil where he had to skip several tour-
naments including two Grand Slams, 
but the Serbian expects a see-sawing 
battle for the position in 2023. Djokovic 
missed the 2022 Australian Open and 
was deported from the country due to 
being unvaccinated against Covid-19 
before returning this year to clinch a re-
cord-extending 10th title at Melbourne 
Park and 22nd major to reclaim the 
number one spot. He was forced out of 

big tournaments in the US last year, in-
cluding the US Open, as he was unable 
to enter the country due to his refusal to 
take his shots. The 35-year-old also re-
ceived no points for winning the Wim-

bledon title due to the grasscourt Grand 
Slam being penalised for its decision to 
ban players from Russia and Belarus 
over Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine. “I 
think this is the least points I’ve had as 
No 1. It happens,” Djokovic told report-
ers following his win over Tomas Mach-
ac in Dubai on Tuesday. “It’s not only 
due to my circumstances of not playing 
a couple of Grand Slams and every-
thing that happened last year, but also 
other players, some players missing 
some slams for injuries, some not hav-
ing the biggest consistency. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: The Los Angeles Lak-
ers offered no firm timeline on Tuesday 
for LeBron James’s return from a right 
foot injury, but coach Darvin Ham said 
their “mission is still the same” with 
their superstar sidelined. The Lak-
ers, 12th in the Western Conference, 
are trying to claw their way into the 
post-season, with the 10th placed team 
in each conference gaining a spot in the 
play-in tournament. Ham said he’d met 
with players on Tuesday morning and 
emphasised three things: “We’ve got to 
continue to play the right way, we’ve 

got to continue to be together, and 
we’ve also got to continue on with the 
mission. “The mission hasn’t changed 
for us. The goal of securing a playoff 
spot is still very much alive,” Ham said 
as the Lakers prepared to take on the 

Grizzlies in Memphis. Their chances 
of turning things around in the closing 
stretch of the season took a big hit on 
Sunday, when James went down hard 
in the third quarter but stayed in the 
game as the Lakers completed a re-
markable rally from 27 points down 
to beat the Dallas Mavericks. James 
limped out of the American Airlines 
Center in Dallas that night, and the 
Lakers had already confirmed that the 
NBA’s all-time leading scorer wouldn’t 
play on Tuesday, listing him as out due 
to “right foot soreness.” (Agencies)

CREMONA: Daniel Ciofani scored a 
late penalty as relegation-threatened 
Cremonese earned their first win of the 
season in a 2-1 home victory over AS 
Roma in Serie A on Tuesday that left 
Jose Mourinho’s side outside the top 
four. Cremonese took a surprise lead 
in the 17th minute with a fine first-time 
shot by forward Frank Tsadjout from 
just outside the box. Roma, whose 
coach Mourinho was sent off for dis-
sent at the start of second half, equal-

ised in the 71st minute when Leonardo 
Spinazzola controlled the ball nicely on 
the edge of the box and finished low 
past Cremonese keeper Marco Car-

nesecchi. But Ciofani restored Cremo-
nese’s lead from the spot in the 83rd 
minute when he struck into the bottom 
left corner past Roma goalkeeper Rui 
Patricio, who had fouled David Oker-
eke to concede the penalty. Roma are 
fifth on 44 points, one point behind 
fourth-placed Lazio and three above 
Atalanta in sixth. Cremonese’s first win 
of the season moved them up one place 
to 19th, eight points adrift of the safety 
zone. (Agencies)

MIAMI: Thirty-two Central American 
and Caribbean nations will start qual-
ifying matches for the 2026 World 
Cup in March 2024 as part of a com-
petition in which teams will play up to 
12 matches to reach the tournament. 
The US, Mexico and Canada receive 
automatic berths as co-hosts of the 
World Cup, to be played in June and 
July 2026. The number of possible 
matches was reduced from the 20 
Canada played to reach last year’s 
tournament in Qatar. The Confeder-
ation of North and Central American 

and Caribbean Association Football 
said Tuesday that qualifying will start 
with a first round in March 2024 in-
volving the four lowest teams in the 
FIFA rankings as of November 2023, 

who will play a home-and-home se-
ries in which the highest-ranked team 
meets the lowest-ranked. If current 
rankings were used, No. 206 Turks 
and Caicos Islands would play No. 
210 Anguilla, and No. 208 US Virgin 
Islands would play No. 209 British 
Virgin Islands. CONCACAF’s re-
maining 28 teams in qualifying will 
join in a second round to be played in 
June 2024 and June 2025. There will 
be six groups of five teams in a single 
round-robin, with each nation hosting 
two matches. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Ja Morant produced a 
second-half scoring spree as the Mem-
phis Grizzlies exploited the absence of 
LeBron James to beat the Los Angeles 
Lakers 121-109 on Tuesday. After be-
ing restricted to six points as the Lak-
ers took a 49-46 lead into the break, 
Grizzlies star Morant erupted with 28 
points in the third quarter to tip the 
contest decisively in Memphis’ favor. 
The Memphis win snapped the Lakers’ 
three-game winning streak and put 
another dent in the team’s recent re-

surgence following the injury to James 
on Sunday. James, who is reportedly 
facing multiple weeks on the sidelines 
after injuring his right foot in a Lakers 

victory over Dallas, was seen wearing 
a protective boot on the sidelines on 
Tuesday as his depleted teammates 
slipped to defeat. The Lakers were also 
without the injured D’Angelo Russell, 
and the absence of the team’s two most 
assured ball-handlers was keenly felt, 
with the Lakers coughing up 26 turn-
overs for 41 points. Morant received 
scoring support from Xavier Tillman 
with 18 points, while Jaren Jackson Jr. 
and Desmond Bane added 16 points 
apiece for the home side. (Agencies)

SINGAPORE: Lydia Ko and Nelly Kor-
da headline a stellar field at this week’s 
HSBC Women’s World Championship, 
where nine of the world’s top 10 golf-
ers will tee off as Singapore’s Sentosa 
Golf Club welcomes spectators for the 
first time since 2019. New Zealander 
Ko, who won her season-opener in 
Saudi Arabia last month to open up 
a comfortable lead at the top of the 
world rankings over American Korda, 
is chasing an elusive first title in Singa-
pore, where a 2015 runner-up finish is 

her best result. “You can never get too 
cocky about what ranked player you 
are because it’s so tight at the top,” Ko 
said this week. “Everyone is playing 

really well and you can’t say, ‘I’m go-
ing to be there forever’. “When I was 
younger, I felt like being number one 
meant that I had to be winning or con-
tending week in, week out, but that’s 
not necessarily true.” Third-ranked 
Australian Minjee Lee is among last 
year’s five major champions compet-
ing for the US$1.8 million prize purse 
in the 72-hole, no-cut event, while Ko 
Jin-young will be looking to defend 
her lone title of 2022 when play starts 
tomorrow. (Agencies)

BANGKOK: The UAE has clinched a 
7th Jiu-Jitsu Asian Championship, win-
ning the title for the third consecutive 
year. The national team, sponsored 
by Mubadala Investment Co., was in 
flying form throughout the event held 
in Bangkok and grabbed a total of 16 
medals — seven golds, five silvers, and 
four bronzes. The Philippines national 
team finished second with four gold 
medals and two bronzes, while South 
Korea came in third with one gold 
medal, three silvers, and four bronzes. 
The UAE made a strong statement on 
Sunday, the first day of the team’s par-
ticipation, by winning seven medals, 
which helped the defending champi-

on’s championship run get off to a solid 
start. Theyab Al-Nuaimi (56 kilograms), 
Mohamed Al-Suwaidi (69 kg), and 
Faisal Al-Ketbi (85 kg) secured golds 
for the team on day one, while Omar 
Al-Suwaidi (56kg), Marwa Al-Hosani 
(70 kg), and Saeed Al-Kubaisi (85 kg) 
added silvers. Balqees Abdulkareem 
earned a bronze in the 48 kg division. 

Omar Al-Fadli gave the team an ideal 
start on Monday, scooping gold in the 
adults 62 kg division in the all-Emirati 
final, while Khaled Al-Shehhi picked 
up the silver. They were soon joined 
on the podium by Hamdah Al-Shkeili 
with gold and Aysha Al-Shamsi with 
silver in the 45 kg division. Shamma 
Al-Kalbani downed Indonesia’s Ilma 
Yeni Megawati to retain her gold from 
last year in the 63 kg class. Abdullah 
Al-Kubaisi followed in joining the suc-
cess, winning gold in the 94 kg divi-
sion, while compatriot Hazaea Farhan 
scooped the bronze. The UAE’s Mahdi 
Alawlaqi added a bronze (77 kg) to the 
tally. (Agencies)

India win toss, bat against Australia in 3rd Test

Injured Nadal out of Indian Wells and Miami Masters

Family of late basketball star Kobe Bryant awarded 
nearly $29m in photos case

INDORE: India skipper Rohit Sharma 
won the toss and elected to bat today 
as his side look to clinch the series in 
their third Test against Australia in In-
dore. The hosts took a 2-0 lead in the 
four-match series to retain the Bor-
der-Gavaskar Trophy and have made 
two changes to the team that won in 
Delhi. Opening batsman Shubman 
Gill replaced struggling KL Rahul, 
who has been stripped of the vice-cap-
taincy. Fast bowler Umesh Yadav came 
in for the rested Mohammed Shami. 
Australia also made two changes after 
skipper Pat Cummins returned home 
to his seriously ill mother. Left-arm 
quick Mitchell Starc replaced Cum-

mins while Cameron Green came in 
for David Warner, who was ruled out 
of the remaining two matches with a 
fractured elbow and concussion. Steve 
Smith captains the tourists in place of 
Cummins. India need one win in the 
final two matches to reach the World 
Test Championship final in June at 
The Oval. (Agencies)

LOS ANGELES: Rafael Nadal will miss 
the ATP 1000 events at Indian Wells and 
Miami, the 22-time Grand Slam cham-
pion confirmed on social media on 
Tuesday. “I am sad that I won’t be able 
to compete at Indian Wells nor Miami,“ 
Nadal said in a tweet which came after 
Indian Wells officials announced he had 
withdrawn from the tournament in the 
California desert that starts next week. 
“Very sad not to be there. I’ll miss all my 
US fans but I hope to see them later this 
year during the summer swing.” The 
news comes after the Spaniard said in 
late January he expected to miss six to 

eight weeks with the hip flexor injury 
he sustained at the Australian Open. 
“We wish Rafa continued healing, and 
hope to see him back at the BNP Pari-
bas Open next year,“ Indian Wells tour-
nament director Tommy Haas said in a 
statement. Nadal, who said on January 
26 that tests had confirmed a moderate 
muscle tear in his left hip, posted video 
on Twitter showing him training in the 
gym. “Took my time off, started rehab, 
gym and physiotherapy as instructed by 
the doctors,“ he said. “Getting ready to 
come back the in the best conditions.” 
That likely means for the clay-court 
season that starts in mid-April and leads 
into Roland Garros, where he would 
be chasing a 15th French Open title in 
May. Nadal, who made history as the 
first man to win 21 Grand Slam singles 
titles at the 2022 Australian Open, hob-
bled out of this year’s edition in January 
after just two matches. (Agencies)

LUBBOCK: Los Angeles County will 
pay the wife of late basketball star 
Kobe Bryant nearly $29 million to settle 
a lawsuit over allegations that sheriff 
officers and firefighters shared grue-

some photos of the helicopter crash 
that killed Bryant and his 13-year-old 
daughter. “Today marks the success-
ful culmination of Mrs. Bryant’s cou-
rageous battle to hold accountable 
those who engaged in this grotesque 
conduct,” said Luis Li, attorney for Va-
nessa Bryant, Kobe Bryant’s wife. “She 
fought for her husband, her daughter, 
and all those in the community whose 
deceased family were treated with sim-
ilar disrespect.” Li confirmed that the 
settlement was for $28.85 million. That 
includes the $15 million that a jury in a 
federal court awarded to Vanessa Bry-
ant in August in the case after finding 
that firefighters and deputies violated 
her privacy and caused her emotional 
distress. (Agencies)
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Kobe Bryant’s family to get nearly US$29mil 
from LA County

Biden to raise taxes in March budget proposal

S. Korea’s Yoon says US, Japan cooperation  
key to overcoming North

Pentagon makes Iran nuclear prediction

China harassed, tracked foreign  
journalists last year

LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles Coun-
ty will pay the wife of late basketball 
star Kobe Bryant nearly US$29 mil-
lion to settle a lawsuit over allegations 
that sheriff officers and firefighters 
shared gruesome photos of the heli-
copter crash that killed Bryant and his 
13-year-old daughter. “Today marks the 
successful culmination of Mrs Bryant’s 
courageous battle to hold accountable 
those who engaged in this grotesque 
conduct,” said Luis Li, attorney for Va-
nessa Bryant, Kobe Bryant’s wife. “She 
fought for her husband, her daughter, 
and all those in the community whose 
deceased family were treated with sim-
ilar disrespect.” Li confirmed that the 
settlement was for US$28.85 million. 
That includes the US$15 million that a 

jury in a federal court awarded to Va-
nessa Bryant in August in the case after 
finding that firefighters and deputies 
violated her privacy and caused her 
emotional distress. Vanessa Bryant had 
sued Los Angeles County, alleging inva-
sion of privacy, after accusing members 
of the Los Angeles County sheriff’s and 
fire departments of sharing images of 
the crash in unofficial settings, includ-
ing to patrons in a bar. (Agencies)

VIRGINIA BEACH: President Joe 
Biden said on Tuesday that his March 
9 budget proposal to the US Congress 
will include some higher taxes, includ-
ing on billionaires, but will not violate 
his pledge not to raise rates on Amer-
icans making less than US$400,000 a 
year. “On March the 9th, I’m going to 
lay down in detail every single thing, 
every tax that’s out there that I’m pro-

posing, and no one … making less than 
US$400,000 is going to pay a penny 
more in taxes,” Biden told an audience 
in Virginia Beach, Virginia. “I want to 
make it clear. I’m gonna raise some 
taxes,” the Democratic president add-
ed, before suggesting that “billionaires” 
would be called upon to pay more. 
Biden, under pressure from Republi-
cans who are threatening not to raise 
the US debt limit unless he agrees to 
sharp spending cuts, has vowed to 
cut the deficit by US$2 trillion over 10 
years in the upcoming budget propos-
al. During the 2020 campaign, Biden 
pledged not to increase taxes on people 
making less than US$400,000 a year. 
(Agencies)

SEOUL: South Korean president Yoon 
Suk-yeol said today that trilateral co-
operation with the US and Japan has 
become more important than ever to 
overcoming North Korea’s growing 
nuclear threats and other crises. Yoon 
spoke at an event commemorating the 
country’s historic March First indepen-
dence movement against Japan’s 1910-
1945 occupation of Korea. “Japan has 
transformed from a militaristic aggres-
sor of the past into a partner that shares 
the same universal values with us,” said 
Yoon. “Today Korea and Japan cooper-
ate on issues of security and economy. 
We also work together to cope with 

global challenges … We must stand 
in solidarity with countries that share 
universal values.” Yoon’s comments 
come after South Korea’s presidential 
office said on Tuesday that officials 
from South Korea, the US and Japan 
have held their first economic security 
dialogue, amid efforts to strengthen 
supply chain resilience and develop 
technology. Though Japan and South 
Korea are at times uneasy neighbours, 
the three countries are keen to expand 
cooperation in various fields in the face 
of increased global tensions, a more 
assertive China and an unpredictable 
North Korea. (Agencies)

PENTAGON: Iran would need just 
12 days to make enough uranium for 
an atomic bomb, the Pentagon’s top 
policy official told Congress on Tues-
day. Under Secretary of Defense for 
Policy Colin Kahl was asked about 
the defunct nuclear deal with Iran 
while testifying at a House Armed 
Services Committee hearing about 
arming Ukraine. “Iran’s nuclear 
progress since we left the JCPOA 
has been remarkable,” Kahl said, re-
ferring to the 2015 agreement by its 
acronym. “Back in 2018, when the 
previous administration decided to 
leave the JCPOA it would have tak-
en Iran about 12 months to produce 
one bomb’s worth of fissile material. 
Now it would take about 12 days.” 
According to a “confidential” IAEA 
report, seen by the Associated Press 
on Tuesday, inspectors from the Unit-
ed Nations nuclear watchdog had 
allegedly discovered traces of urani-
um “particles” enriched up to 83.7% 
in Iran’s underground Fordo nuclear 
site. However, they found no signs 

of Tehran actually stockpiling it – in 
line with explanations from Irani-
an officials. Behrouz Kamalvandi, 
spokesman for the Atomic Energy 
Organization of Iran (AEOI), previ-
ously dismissed a similar report by 
Bloomberg as “slander and a distor-
tion of the facts.” While US officials 
and media claim Iran may be on the 
cusp of producing enough fissile 
material for a nuclear weapon, the 
Pentagon reportedly doesn’t believe 
Tehran has the technology to actually 
build one. (Agencies)

BEIJING: Foreign media in China en-
dured strict Covid controls, widespread 
harassment and constant surveillance 
last year, a press group said today. 
Nearly half of foreign journalists in the 
country were ordered to leave a place 
or denied access on health and safety 
grounds last year despite presenting 
“no health risk by China’s own stan-
dards”, the Foreign Correspondents’ 
Club of China (FCCC) said in its annual 
report. A similar proportion said prob-
lems with smartphone “health codes” 
rendered them unable to travel at some 
point last year. Almost 40% said at least 
one of their sources had been harassed, 
detained, questioned or suffered other 
negative consequences from speaking 
to foreign media, while 45% reported 
similar official pressure on Chinese 
colleagues. China maintained some of 
the world’s tightest Covid restrictions 

for most of last year, curbing travel into 
and around the country while imposing 
lengthy quarantines and mass testing 
regimes. Beijing abruptly dismantled 
the policy in December. “A bevy of state 
restrictions, ongoing digital surveil-
lance, and the continued harassment of 
Chinese colleagues and sources means 
existing challenges to true freedom of 
the press in China remain”, the report 
said. The findings were based on a sur-
vey of 102 of the FCCC’s 166 members, 
representing news organisations from 
30 countries and regions. (Agencies)
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New York mayor claims 
mandate from heaven

US accuses Syrian  
regime and ‘other actors’ 
of diverting quake aid 

and blocking deliveries

NEW YORK: New Yorkers slammed 
Mayor Eric Adams for declaring him-
self anointed by God, dismissing the 
separation of church and state, and 
blaming student shootings on a lack of 
prayer in schools in a series of bizarre 
remarks to an Interfaith Prayer Break-
fast at the New York Public Library on 
Tuesday. “Don’t tell me about no separa-
tion of church and state,” Adams chided 
attendees, declaring “State is the body. 
Church is the heart. You take the heart 
out of the body, the body dies.” “When 
we took prayers out of schools, guns 
came into schools,” the mayor contin-
ued. Explaining that he implemented 
policies with a “godlike approach,” he 
promised that homelessness and do-
mestic violence would be gone from the 
city “if we were bringing our best fight 
in the ring.” Adams insisted he “strong-
ly believe[d] in all [his] heart” that “God 
said, ‘I”m going to take the most broken 
person and I’m going to elevate him to 
the place of being the mayor of the most 
powerful city on the globe’,” joking that 
“He could have made me mayor of Tope-
ka, Kansas.” Adams’ comments did not 
appear to be improvised, with his aide 
Ingrid Lewis-Martin introducing him to 
the assembled religious leaders in a sim-
ilar vein. “Definitely one of the chosen,” 
Adams was a mayor whose government 
“doesn’t believe” in separating church 
and state, she said. (Agencies)

NEW YORK CITY: The US on Tues-
day accused the Syrian regime of 
President Bashar Assad of diverting 
lifesaving international humanitari-
an aid intended to help earthquake 
victims, that is instead being sold in 
markets or benefiting the Syrian au-
thorities. Ambassador Robert Wood, 
the alternate representative of the 
US for special political affairs in the 
UN, similarly accused “other actors” 
of blocking deliveries as he called 
on all sides to refrain from politiciz-
ing aid. Responding to accusations 
that US sanctions are hampering 
the delivery of aid, Wood said that 
the sanctions only target individ-
uals and entities that have “brutal-
ized the people of Syria for over a 
decade.” He added: “These are indi-
viduals who have tortured Syrians, 
dropped chemical weapons on Syr-
ians, or stolen from the Syrian peo-
ple through rampant corruption. US 
sanctions do not target humanitar-
ian assistance to those in need and 
we have made that clear through 
our actions.” Wood was speaking 
at a meeting of the Security Coun-
cil to discuss the latest internation-
al efforts to help Syrians deal with 
the aftermath of the earthquakes 
that hit Turkiye and Syria on Feb. 6. 
They claimed at least 50,000 lives, 
6,000 of them in Syria. (Agencies)

Saudi Arabia, Ukraine sign $400m deals in Kyiv for aid
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia and Ukraine 
have signed an agreement and a mem-
orandum of understanding worth $400 
million of aid to the European country. 
It is an implementation of the pledge 
made by Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman during his phone call with 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky in October 2022 on providing an 
additional humanitarian aid package 
to Ukraine. Saudi Foreign Minister 
Prince Faisal bin Farhan, and Andriy 
Yermak, head of the office of the pres-
ident of Ukraine, attended the signing 
ceremony. The agreement includes a 
joint cooperation program to provide 
humanitarian assistance to Ukraine 
worth $100 million. It was co-signed 
by Abdullah Al-Rabeeah, adviser to the 
Royal Court and supervisor general of 
King Salman Humanitarian Aid and 

Relief Center, and Oleksandr Kubra-
kov, deputy prime minister of Ukraine. 
The memorandum includes the fi-
nancing of oil derivatives worth $300 
million as a grant submitted by the 
government of Saudi Arabia through 
the Saudi Fund for Development. The 
agreement was signed by SFD CEO 
Sultan bin Abdulrahman Al-Marshad, 
and Ukraine’s Energy Minister Ger-
man Galushchenko. The Saudi Press 
Agency said the signing of the agree-
ment and the memorandum reflected 

the Kingdom’s support of Ukraine in 
the face of social and economic chal-
lenges. Ukraine’s president received 
Prince Faisal in Kyiv on Sunday. Prince 
Faisal said the Kingdom was working 
with Ukraine to mitigate the economic 
effects of the conflict in the country. He 
added that he was discussing oppor-
tunities for continued investment co-
operation with Ukraine. The Kingdom 
will continue its efforts to contribute 
to alleviating the human impact of the 
conflict, the minister said. The two par-
ties also discussed several regional and 
international issues, and developments 
of common concern. The Saudi foreign 
minister said: “We continue to discuss 
opportunities to settle the crisis with all 
parties.” The prime minister and crown 
prince also made a phone call to Zelen-
sky on Friday. (Agencies)

No bird flu  
transmission between 
humans in Cambodia

Seismologist behind  
Türkiye quake prediction 

issues new warning 

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian health 
authorities have said there was no hu-
man-to-human transmission of bird 
flu in the case of a father and daughter 
who caught the virus. The 11-year-old 
girl died last Wednesday and her father 
tested positive two days later, prompt-
ing the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to voice concern about possible 
transmission between humans. One 
of the worst global oubreaks of avian 
influenza has been raging since late 
2021, with tens of thousands of poultry 
culled, wild birds dying in large num-
bers and infections among some mam-
mals rising. Cambodia’s communica-
ble disease control department (CDC) 
said late yesterday that the 49-year-old 
father, who had no symptoms, had re-
covered and been discharged from hos-
pital. “An investigation shows that both 
of them contracted (the virus) from 
birds in the village. No transmission 
between father and daughter has been 
found,” the CDC said. (Agencies)

ANKARA: Dutch seismologist Frank 
Hoogerbeets, who rose to international 
prominence after predicting the devas-
tating earthquakes in Türkiye and Syr-
ia last month, has said that the world 
could be hit with another major quake 
in the coming days. Hoogerbeets, who 
makes his forecasts based on the mo-
tions of celestial bodies, published 
a video on YouTube on Monday in 
which he warned that “the first week 
of March is going to be extremely crit-
ical.”  “A convergence of critical plane-
tary geometry around March 2 and 5 
may result in large to very large seismic 
activity, possibly even a mega-thrust 
earthquake around March 3 and 4 and/
or March 6 and 7,” the description to 
the clip read. In the video itself, the 
seismologist claimed that the power of 
the supposed impending quake “may 
be well over 8 magnitude.”  The af-
fected area could stretch thousands of 
kilometers, from the Kamchatka Pen-
insula and the Kuril Islands in Russia’s 
Far East, all the way down to the Phil-
ippines and Indonesia, Hoogerbeets 
said. “I’m not exaggerating. I’m not 
trying to create fear. This is a warning,” 
insisted the scientist, who works at the 
Solar System Geometry Survey (SS-
GEOS). The head of the Kamchatka 
branch of the Geophysical Survey of 
Russia’s Academy of Sciences, Danila 
Chebrov, has questioned Hoogerbeets’ 
predictions and described him as an 
“amateur.” The connection between 
the movements of the planets in the 
solar system and seismic activity on 
Earth “is rather weak, and it’s prob-
lematic to use it as the main prognos-
tic tool,” Chebrov explained. On Feb-
ruary 3, Hoogerbeets issued a tweet 
that read: “Sooner or later there will 
be a magnitude 7.5 earthquake in this 
region (South-Central Turkey, Jordan, 
Syria, Lebanon).” Three days later, a 
7.8 magnitude quake struck Türkiye 
and Syria. The disaster has caused the 
deaths of more than 50,000 people, 
with powerful aftershocks continuing 
in the region to this day. (Agencies)


