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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan on Thursday 
completed all the prior actions need-
ed for staff-level agreement (SLA) 
with the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to avert sovereign default and 
secure long-delayed $1.2bn disburse-
ment. Policy actions stood completed 
after the exchange rate was allowed 
to move freely with a massive Rs25 
per dollar depreciation in two days, 
an unusual 300-basis-point surge in 
State Bank’s policy, and the govern-
ment’s announcement of continuing 
with an almost 10pc increase in power 
rates on a permanent basis through a 
special surcharge. The two sides were 
now jointly working to finalise the text 
of the Memorandum of Economic and 
Financial Policy (MEFP) and targets 
for the programme implementation 
that could be presented to the IMF’s 
executive board for approval. This 
would involve the programme moni-
toring tools like performance criteria, 

indicative targets and other similar re-
porting benchmarks for agreed upon 
macroeconomic framework. The IMF 
mission is reported to have now prom-
ised to move the case to the executive 
board. Now that the government com-
mitments for programme implemen-
tation are clear and confusion about 
needed policies removed, the two sides 
were jointly engaging with bilateral 
lenders and international financial in-
stitutions for financing flow to keep the 

country current on external payments. 
The most critical factors delaying the 
SLA related to the power sector sus-
tainability through the permanent sur-
charge and complete free movement 
of the exchange rate, which meant 
the alignment of interbank, open and 
informal market operations of the for-
eign exchange market without any in-
terference besides the central bank’s 
policy rate commensurate with the in-
flationary trend. (Agencies)

Pakistan bows to IMF to get bail out package
Tiny Welsh island wins world stargazing fame

Vo Van Thuong confirmed as 
new Vietnam president

China calls on all parties to constructive 
role for Pakistan

PWLLHELI (AFP/APP): Night falls 
over Ynys Enlli. The remote Welsh 
island’s sky turns impossibly black. 
Planets rise and shooting stars streak 
overhead, while the Northern Lights 
send flares of green and red across the 
sea. The rugged outcrop has become 
Europe’s first “Dark Skies Sanctuary”, 
one of just 17 places around the world 
to achieve international recognition for 
their ultra-low light pollution and peer-
less stargazing. The award puts Enlli 
on a par with atolls in the South Pacific 
and the isolated Gabriela Mistral obser-
vatory site in Chile. The island is two 
miles (three kilometres) off the Welsh 
coast. A mountain blocks glare from the 
mainland, so the only artificial light is 
the faint glow of Dublin across the Irish 
Sea. Enlli’s newfound fame has thrilled 

the surrounding community. The island 
itself has just two permanent residents, 
and they’re both over the moon. Mari 
Huws, 30, and her partner Emyr Owen, 
36, have spent four years living on Enlli 
-- known in English as Bardsey -- as its 
resident wardens. “We’re chuffed -- it’s 
momentous for the island,” says Huws, 
who spearheaded the bid for the desig-
nation by the International Dark Sky 
Association.

HANOI (AFP/APP): Vietnam’s rubber 
stamp National Assembly voted in a 
new president on Thursday, who imme-
diately pledged to crack down on cor-
ruption following the resignation of his 
predecessor in an anti-graft campaign. 
The appointment of Vo Van Thuong 
comes during a period of political up-
heaval in Vietnam, where the all-pow-
erful Communist Party’s anti-graft 
purge and factional fighting have seen 
several ministers fired. Members of the 
National Assembly elected 52-year-old 
Thuong -- the sole candidate -- for a 
term running until 2026, following the 

resignation of Nguyen Xuan Phuc in 
January. In his first statement as pres-
ident, Thuong said he would be “deter-
mined in the fight against corruption 
and negative phenomena”. Thuong 
carried 487 out of 488 votes in the na-
tional assembly, according to state me-
dia. Authoritarian Vietnam is run by 
the party, which is officially led by the 
general secretary, president and prime 
minister. Thuong is seen as close to 
Secretary General Nguyen Phu Trong, 
the most powerful man in the party 
and the architect of the anti-corruption 
drive. The campaign has led to the ar-
rest of dozens of officials, with many 
of the graft allegations relating to deals 
done as part of Vietnam’s Covid-19 
pandemic response. The Communist 
Party ruled in January that Phuc was 
responsible for wrongdoing by senior 
ministers under him during his 2016-
2021 stint as prime minister, before he 
became president.

BEIJING: Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Mao Ning said that Chi-
na calls on all parties to make joint 
efforts to play a constructive role in 
Pakistan’s economic and social stabil-
ity efforts. During daily press briefing 
spokesperson Mao Ning was asked 
that global rating agencies Moody’s 
and Fitch say that as of June Pakistan 
owes $ 7 billion including China’s 
debt. So will the loans be repaid? “I 
will ask you to approach the Chinese 
authorities for details,” the foreign 
ministry spokesman said, according 
to statement of the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry. “Let me give you our princi-
pled position that China and Pakistan 
are all-weather strategic and cooper-
ative partners and iron brothers,” she 
added. China has been closely coop-
erating with Pakistan and supporting 
its efforts to maintain economic sta-
bility, improve public life and achieve 
self-sustained development, Mao said. 

“I think it is important to point out that 
the radical fiscal and monetary poli-
cies of a particular developed country 
and their serious impact are the root 
cause of the financial difficulties being 
faced by Pakistan and other develop-
ing countries,” she said. Mao Ning said 
that the highest debt burden on devel-
oping countries was western-dominat-
ed commercial lenders and multilater-
al financial institutions. “China calls 
on all parties to make joint efforts to 
play a constructive role in Pakistan’s 
economic and social stability efforts,” 
he said. (Agencies)

Blinken and Lavrov 
meet at G20 

NEW DELHI: US Secretary of State 
Antony Blinken and Russian For-
eign Minister Sergey Lavrov met 
on the sidelines of the G20 summit 
in New Delhi on Thursday. Blinken 
said he urged Russia to return to the 
New START arms control treaty, but 
Moscow has already insisted that 
Washington’s “hybrid war” on Russia 
makes serious discussions impossi-
ble. The two diplomats met for around 
ten minutes. Russian Foreign Ministry 
Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova told 
reporters that Blinken “asked for con-
tact” with Lavrov. However, the brief 
encounter was conducted on the fly 
and could not be considered “negoti-
ations,” she added. In his own press 
conference after the meeting, Blinken 
said that he reaffirmed the US’ sup-
port for Ukraine, raised the possibil-
ity of a prisoner exchange for jailed 
American Paul Whelan, and “urged 
Russia to reverse its irresponsible de-
cision and return to implementing the 
New START treaty.” (Agencies)

Mozambique demands 2 permanent 
UNSC seats for Africa

MAPUTO: This year, Mozambique, 
which was welcomed to the UN Secu-
rity Council after winning for the first 
time a non-permanent seat for two 
years, chairs the 15-nation body. This 
comes at a time when African coun-
tries are calling for a more represen-
tative Council, where Africa, like other 
regions, would have two permanent 
seats. Africa should have two perma-
nent seats and five non-permanent 
seats at the United Nations Securi-
ty Council, said Ambassador Pedro 
Comissario Afonso, the head of the 
Republic of Mozambique’s Permanent 
Mission to the UN during a Wednes-
day press conference dedicated to his 
country’s presidency in the UNSC this 
month. The ambassador, who is the 
current UNSC president, added that 
the issue of reforing the council is “a 
complex process” and that despite on-
going negotiations, there have been 
no results so far. Established in 1945 
after the Second World War, the UN 
Security Council is tasked with main-
taining international peace and securi-
ty, including the deployment of peace-
keeping forces, enacting international 
sanctions, and authorizing military 
action. It consists of 15 member states, 

of whom five are permanent (China, 
France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 
and the United States), while the oth-
er 10 members are non-permanent 
and are elected to two-year terms, 
representing different world regions. 
Africa, which is home to 54 member 
states of the UN, is represented at the 
Security Council by three non-perma-
nent seats, currently filled by Ghana, 
Gabon, and Mozambique. The ques-
tion of Africa’s representation at the 
UNSC has long been raised by the Af-
rican Union, which called for a more 
representative and democratic coun-
cil, where Africa, like other regions, 
would be represented by two perma-
nent states, along with an additional 
two non-permanent seats. In 2005, the 
AU adopted the Ezulwini Consensus, a 
position on international relations and 
reform of the United Nations.

India approves purchase of 70 HTT-40 basic trainer aircraft
NEW DELHI: India’s top deci-
sion-maker on defense matters 
has endorsed the purchase of 70 
locally made HTT-40 basic train-
er aircraft for $388.5 million. 
Defence Minister Rajnath Sigh 
tweeted on Wednesday that the 
Cabinet Committee on Security, 
chaired by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, approved the procure-

ment plan. The involved parties 
are expected to sign a contract 
later this month. The new aircraft 
will complement the existing ba-
sic training fleet of Swiss-made 
PC-12 Mark II basic trainers with 
the Indian Air Force. The service 
currently operates 260 trainer 
aircraft a combination of basic 
and advanced trainers, against 

the requirement for 388. The Minis-
try of Defence said the aircraft will 
help with a shortage of basic trainer 
aircraft of the Air Force as it trains 
newly inducted pilots. Hindustan 
Aeronautics Ltd. will provide 70 
HTT-40 aircraft, associated equip-
ment and training aids, including 
simulators, over a period of six 
years, the ministry said.

- Highest debt burden on developing countries is western-dominated commer-
cial lenders - Mao Ning

MI5 apologizes for not preventing terror attack
- The UK spy agency could potentially have stopped the 

2017 Manchester Arena bombing if it had acted on 
intelligence it already had 

LONDON: MI5 Director General 
Ken McCallum has apologized to 
the victims of the 2017 Manchester 
Arena suicide bombing, declaring 
he is “profoundly sorry” that the 
British intelligence agency failed to 
act on key information it possessed. 
An inquiry published on Thursday 
revealed suicide bomber Salman 
Abedi was known to the agency be-
fore the attack. “Having examined 
all the evidence, the chair of the 
inquiry has found that ‘there was 
a realistic possibility that action-
able intelligence could have been 
obtained which might have led to 
actions preventing the attack,’” Mc-
Callum said, adding that he “deeply 
regrets” his agency’s inaction. The 
inquiry found that two pieces of 

intelligence regarding Abedi were 
judged at the time to be unrelated to 
terrorism but in fact “transpired to 
be relevant to Abedi’s plan.” “There 
was a significant missed opportu-
nity to take action that might have 
prevented the attack,” inquiry chair 
Sir John Saunders admitted, noting 
that “an ordinary member of the 
public would be deeply concerned” 
by MI5’s response. (Agencies)

Macron says era of 
French interference in 

Africa is ‘over’
PARIS: Anti-French sentiment runs 
high in some former African colonies 
as the continent becomes a renewed 
diplomatic battleground, with Rus-
sian and Chinese influence growing 
in the region. Macron said France har-
boured no desire to return to past pol-
icies of interfering in Africa ahead of 
an environment summit in Gabon, the 
first leg of his trip. “The age of Franca-
frique is well over,” Macron said in re-
marks to the French community in the 
capital Libreville, referring to France’s 
post-colonisation strategy of support-
ing authoritarian leaders to defend its 
interests. “Sometimes I get the feeling 
that mindsets haven’t moved along as 
much as we have, when I read, hear 
and see people ascribing intentions to 
France that it doesn’t have,” he add-
ed. “Francafrique” is a favourite tar-
get of pan-Africanists, who say that 
after the wave of decolonisation in 
1960 France propped up dictators in 
its former colonies in exchange for ac-
cess to resources and military bases. 
(Agencies)
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PESHAWAR (Staff Reprot): Gover-
nor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghu-
lam Ali called on Chairman Senate 
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani at the 
Parliament House on Wednesday. 
In the meeting, development Pro-
grammes for the uplift of Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, public wel-
fare measures and other issues were 
discussed. Chairman Senate empha-
sized the need of effective coordina-
tion with Province in order to speed 
up the development Projects of the 
said Province. Senate is the forum 

which provides equal representation 
to all the provinces. The upper house 
strives to bring the backward areas 
into the mainstream of development. 
 Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani informed 
the Governor of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
about the golden jubilee celebrations 
of the Senate and said that considering 
the economic situation of the country, 
it has been decided that the Golden 
Jubilee celebrations of the Senate will 
be celebrated in a simple and digni-
fied manner. The Senate Chairman 
further said that the Golden Jubilee 

of the Senate is a historic occasion 
and it will help us to highlight the im-
portance of promoting national unity. 
 Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
offer gratitude to Chairman Sen-
ate Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani and 
emphasized on support and coordi-
nation. The governor of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa said that with the cooper-
ation of the federation, measures are 
being taken to improve the quality of 
life of the people and development 
projects in the entire province, espe-
cially in the merged districts.

PESHAWAR (APP): Programme Man-
ager National Food Fortification Dr 
Irfanullah has called for implementa-
tion of food fortification programme 
in letter and spirit to overcome the 
food shortage. Addressing a meeting 
of the central executive committee 
of the Pakistan Flour Mills Associa-
tion and National Food Fortification 
Programme organized by Nutrition 
International, he said the programme 
was of great importance to address 
the issue of nutritional deficiency in 

mothers and infants. Speaking on the 
occasion, Chairman PFMA KP Mu-
hammad Iqbal said that the fortifica-
tion of staple food such as oil, ghee, 
and flour would help the government 
to address and alleviate nutritional de-
ficiencies, especially in mothers and 
infants. He appreciated the proactive 
role of the Food Authority in the food 
fortification program and Nutrition 
International adding that under the 
Wheat Flour Fortification program, 
the use of Vitamin B-12, folic acid, 

Zinc, and Iron would protect the con-
sumers from various diseases includ-
ing cancer. He appreciated the role of 
Nutrition International in promoting 
health standards and countering mal-
nutrition in women and children. The 
meeting was attended by Chairman 
PFMA Asim Raza, Vice Chairman 
FMA Sindh Haji Yousaf, Vice Chair-
man FMA Sindh Badarud Din, Vice 
Chairman FMA KP Muhammad Iqbal, 
Provincial Programme Manager Food 
Fortification Imtiaz Ali among others.

PESHAWAR (APP): Secretary Gen-
eral Awami National Party (ANP) 
Thursday inaugurated the seven-day 

spring tree plantation drive here and 
urged party leaders and workers to 
actively participate in the campaign. 
He said that currently, the country 
was facing various challenges relat-
ed to climate and environment, add-
ing that these challenges could only 
be mitigated by planting more and 
more trees and plants. He said that 
tree plantation is also a religious ob-

ligation and every individual should 
have to participate in the drive and 
also create awareness among the 
masses. He urged party workers to 
follow the path of Bacha Khan who 
planted many trees and plants during 
detention. On the occasion ANP Se-
nior Vice President Khushdil Khan 
Advocate and other party leaders and 
workers were present.

Governor KP Haji Ghulam Ali called on Chairman Senate Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani

Food fortification necessary to overcome nutritional deficiency : Dr Irfanullah

Mian Iftikhar for vigorous plantation drive to mitigate climate change effects

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 287 289

China Yuan 38.07 38.47

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 72.25 72.95

U.A.E Dirham 74.5 75.25

UK Pound 324.5 327.7

Euro 288 290.85

Australian Dollar 181.5 184.5

Canadian Dollar 197.75 201

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
200,300

Rs 
183,607

Rs 
175,262

Rs 
150,225

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
171,725

Rs 
157,414

Rs 
150,259

Rs 
128,794

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,172 Rs 15,741 Rs 15,026 Rs 12,879

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
486,833

Rs 
446,262

Rs 
425,979

Rs 
365,125

DC for stern action against fake healthcare centers

Tehsil Chairman inaugurates work on Green Belt

US to continue support for economic recovery, 
agricultural development in KP

Mr. Muhammad Shahid sucessfully defends his 
Ph.D dissertation

KP Chief Secretary chairs meeting to address  
electricity issues in merged districts

KPIC launches study programme on ‘Comparative 
Analysis of RTI Laws in Pakistan’

Stakeholders join hands to discourage tobacco use

Mayor announces road lights, wheelchairs  
for Islamia College

Political workers, public attribute prevailing  
economic situation to PTI’s flawed policies

Locals protest against TESCO

PESHAWAR (APP): The Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Shah Fahad 
on Thursday directed all the ad-
ministrative officers to launch a 
crackdown against quacks, fake 
medicinal stores, and laboratories. 
Presiding over a meeting of the dis-
trict administration here, he direct-
ed a comprehensive and integrated 
plan to conduct a crackdown on 
fake healthcare centers, quacks, 
fake medical stores, and laborato-
ries in different parts of Peshawar. 

The meeting was attended by Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Sania 
Safi, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 
Health Care Commission officers, 
the Chief Drug inspector, and health 
department officials. Later, the DC 
also held an important meeting re-
garding Ramadan Sasta bazaars to 
ensure an uninterrupted supply of 
cheap and quality edible items to 
the citizens during the holy month 
of Ramazan. He also issued neces-
sary instructions in that regard.

PESHAWAR (APP): Tehsil Chair-
man, Shahalam Kaleemullah Khan 
inaugurated construction work 
on Green Belt at Khazana Chowk, 
Charsadda Road, said a press re-
lease issued here on Thursday. Be-
sides, Assistant Commissioner (AC) 
Eza Arshad, Chairman of Village 
Council, Qaiser Khan advocate, Haji 
Zar Ali Tor, a large number of local 
elders and elites were also present 
on the occasion. Speaking on the oc-
casion, he said that PC-I of a beau-
tification scheme worth Rs. 2.5 mil-

lion has been approved for Khazana 
Chowk, which will help lessen the 
dust and pollution at Khazana Sugar 
Mills and its adjacent localities. He 
said that several more projects for 
the beautification of the locality and 
socio-economic uplift of the locals 
were also in the pipeline. On this 
occasion, Assistant Commissioner 
(AC) Eza Arshad said that encroach-
ments at Naghuman Chowk were 
also being removed from both sides 
of the road to start work on a beauti-
fication scheme in the area.

PESHAWAR (APP): The US am-
bassador to Pakistan Donald Armin 
Blome has said that the US govern-
ment would continue supporting the 
programmes of economic recovery 
and agricultural development in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. Addressing an 
event here at a local hotel, he said 
that a five-year project of USAID has 
been launched in various areas of KP 
including the merged districts for the 
purpose. He said that the USAID proj-
ect would bring modernization and 

strength to the agricultural sector in 
KP while benefiting about 2,000 en-
terprises and 56,000 farmer families. 
He assured that the US would con-
tinue to take measures for the better-
ment of KP people, adding that last 
year the US provided $ 200 million 
in aid for relief and rehabilitation of 
flood affectees of Pakistan and over 
2.5 million flood affectees of KP were 
supported. Donald Bloom said that 
USAID would provide employment 
opportunities to flood victims.

PESHAWAR (APP): Department of 
Journalism & Mass Communication: 
Mr. Muhammad Shahid has sucess-
fully defended his Ph.D dissertation 
under the supervision of Dr. Amir 
Hamza Bangash. His external ex-
aminer was Prof.Dr. Khalid Sultan, 
Dean National University of Mod-

ern Languages (NUML), Islamabad 
while internal examiner was Prof. 
Dr. Faizullah Jan, Chairman, Depart-
ment of Journalism & Mass Com-
munication, University of Peshawar. 
The defense ceremony was attend-
ed by the faculty members and stu-
dents. 

PESHAWAR (APP): In a bid to ad-
dress the persistent electricity issues 
and load-shedding in the merged 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
Chief Secretary Imdadullah Bosal 
on Thursday chaired a meeting 
to discuss possible solutions. The 
meeting, which was attended by the 
CEO of Tribal Areas Electric Sup-
ply Company (TESCO), relevant 
Commissioners, Deputy Commis-
sioners and other officials, was held 
to deliberate on ways to tackle the 
electricity problems faced by the 
residents of the merged districts. 
During the meeting, the attendees 
discussed various measures that 
could be implemented to resolve 
the electricity crisis in the region. 
Chief Secretary urged all concerned 
officials to work towards improv-
ing the power supply in the merged 
districts as it is crucial for the de-
velopment of the area. The CEO of 
TESCO briefed the attendees on 

the current status of electricity sup-
ply in the merged districts and the 
challenges faced by the company. 
He also highlighted the steps taken 
by TESCO to address the electricity 
problems, including the installation 
of new transformers, improvement 
of transmission lines, and reduction 
in line losses. The Chief Secretary 
emphasized the need for continued 
efforts to ensure an uninterrupted 
power supply to the residents of the 
merged districts. He directed the rel-
evant officials to take concrete steps 
to address the electricity issues, in-
cluding the timely completion of on-
going projects, the provision of ade-
quate funding, and the identification 
of new areas for infrastructure de-
velopment. The meeting concluded 
with a resolve to work towards im-
proving the electricity situation in 
the merged districts, with a focus on 
providing relief to the people of the 
area.

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Commission 
(KPIC) here on Thursday launched 
a study programme on ‘Compara-
tive Analysis of Right to Information 
Laws in Pakistan.’ The programme 
was attended by the retired officers 
of KPIC, lawyers, journalists and 
civil society members while Chief 
Commissioner KPIC Farah Ha-
mid Khan participated as the chief 
guest. Highlighting the objectives 
of the programme, Farah Hamid 
said the programme would review 
Right to Information (RTI) Act and 
its implementation throughout Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa. She praised the 
work done by the KPIC team and 

asserted that educated citizens can 
evaluate the performance of their 
government and can raise their 
voices against misappropriation, 
corruption and incompetence. She 
claimed that despite facing signifi-
cant obstacles, KPIC was promoting 
good governance in the province 
by providing timely information to 
the public. The event was also ad-
dressed by Director Centre for Gov-
ernance and Public Accountability 
(CGPA) Mohammad Anwar. He also 
praised the KPIC system for digitiz-
ing data and urged other provinces 
and government departments to 
adopt it for better service delivery 
and organization.

PESHAWAR (APP): Public and pri-
vate sector stakeholders in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) have agreed on 
the partnership to discourage peo-
ple from tobacco use. A multi-stake-
holder consultation session on To-
bacco Control was organized here 
on Thursday, under the auspices of a 
non-governmental organization Blue 
Veins in collaboration with KP To-
bacco Control Cell (TCC) and Inter-
national Union Against Tuberculosis 
and Lung Disease (The Union) on the 
integration and implementation of 
the provincial road map on Tobacco 
Control prepared by the Health De-
partment KP.  The roadmap outlines 
a comprehensive plan to address the 

issue in KP. The consultation was 
aimed at consensus building for the 
integration of tobacco control into 
healthcare development and educa-
tion programs for resource allocation 
and identifying viable measures and 
actions to support and promote to-
bacco control in the province. It was 
discussed that the Health Department 
and other stakeholders will be work-
ing closely with civil society organi-
zations, and health professionals. 
Speaking at the occasion, Muham-
mad Imran Khan, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Human Rights and 
Relief emphasized the importance 
of reducing tobacco use to improve 
public health and well-being. 

PESHAWAR (APP): Mayor Pesha-
war, Haji Zubair Ali on Thursday an-
nounced to provide ten wheelchairs 
for students with disabilities and the 
installation of 50 road lights in Islamia 
College Peshawar. He also announced 
the provision of five electric pumps 
and bricks and blocks for the con-
struction of the courtyard in the Trib-
al Mosque.  He made these announce-
ments during his visit to the Islamia 
College here, where he also planted 
a sapling in the college in connection 
with the tree plantation drive. On the 

occasion, the city mayor highlighted 
the significance of educated youth 
for the progress and prosperity of the 
country and assured of all possible 
cooperation and help to students.  He 
urged the students to explore their 
innate capabilities and come forward 
to serve the country. He also advised 
them to learn the virtues of patience, 
mutual respect and morality for their 
personal growth.  Vice Chancellor 
Islamia College, Gul Majeed, Chief 
Proctor, Saleem-ur-Rehman and fac-
ulty members were present.

PESHAWAR (APP): Workers of rival politi-
cal parties and common people are attribut-
ing the ongoing political instability and eco-
nomic situation to the policies and ineptness 
of the previous Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
(PTI) government in the country. Talking 
to APP, Shakeel Waheedullah Khan, a local 

activist of Qaumi Watan Party QWP), said 
the PTI government was responsible for the 
prevailing economic situation in the coun-
try. He said that before assuming power, 
the PTI leadership was making tall claims 
of having long-term plans for the socioeco-
nomic uplift of the country.

PESHAWAR (APP): Locals staged 
a protest against long hours of load 
shedding in the newly merged trib-
al district of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
and demanded an end to the un-
announced power outages in their 
areas. The residents of tehsils Bara, 
Jamrud and Landi Kotal gathered at 
Jamrud and demanded of the tribal 
electric supply company (TESCO) 
immediately end the unannounced 

load shedding. The demonstra-
tors threatened to block the Pe-
shawar-Torkham road for traffic if 
their demands were not addressed 
on a priority basis. Later, Deputy 
Commissioner Khyber, Abdul Nasir 
Khan and the chief executive officer 
of TESCO held negotiations with 
protesters and urged them to end 
their protest peacefully. They as-
sured resolution of their problems.
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Two state-run companies have been in British courts for years. Sui 
Northern Gas Pipelines Limited and Nation al Power Parks Manage-
ment Company Ltd, the compa nies in question, operate under the 
Ministry of Energy. The dispute rests on the issue of LNG supply to 
NPPMCL for its two power plants during delayed commercial oper-
ations. Now, SNGPL has lost the Rs24 bn case against NPPMCL and 
this is after a lengthy proceeding of more than three years of court 
fees, counsel charges, and travel expens es. The dispute was taken to 
the London Court of Inter national Arbitration (LCIA) back in October 
2019. It took five years of added costs in a foreign currency to settle 
this issue that could have been utilized effectively elsewhere. It also 
indicates an inability of our ministries to arbitrate such matters and 
internal disputes. Likewise, privatization of the power plants has also 
not taken place, despite the case in London courts. The reason for 
the delay has been challenging arbitration and misun derstanding of 
parties on gas agreements. Now, it is good that a decision has been 
reached because the real price be ing paid was in delays and extended 
costs. Already, Pakistan is struggling with a sharp drop in the im ports 
of LNG, bound to worsen in the coming days. The coun try is heavily 
dependent on gas for power generation and re lies on it for a third of 
its electricity output. Likewise, power production costs were 1.25% 
higher with the LNG shortage as of June 2022. Costs have jumped 
since July and only two of the country’s four LNG-dependent plants 
are operational. With all these issues in the backdrop, the length of 
the ar bitration in a foreign court indicates the amount that could be 
reallocated in the energy and gas sector. Hopefully, this decision will 
resolve the situation so funds can be redirect ed to other problems in 
the division.

LNG Court Case

One of the most illusory phenom-
ena in our current existence is the 
money we use for buying, selling 
and hoarding on a daily basis. 
It is, to put it simply, in the air, 
backed up by nothing and reliant 
on nothing, yet at the same time 
highly delicate and sensitive to 
geopolitical and monetary shifts. 
The currencies we all use are re-
liant on the strength and perfor-
mance of the US dollar, and that 
dollar is backed up by debt and 
the global trust in itself and its 
delicate monetary system. There 
was a time, half a decade ago, 
when the dollar and other prom-
inent currencies were backed by 
gold, that secure and stable as-
set largely immune to the wild 
swings and falls of today’s debt-
based system. That was until US 
President Richard Nixon took 
the dollar off that gold standard 
in 1971, in a pivotal and momen-
tous move which both secured 
America’s supremacy in the glob-
al economy – at least until now – 
and deemed Washington and the 
subsequent monetary system to a 
future of inevitable crashes, and 
many say an eventual collapse.
Since then, especially in this digi-
tal age, fiat money consists of lit-
tle more than digits on a screen, 
based on a system of automated 
calculations and manual inter-
ventions. Businesses procure 
money and employees are paid it, 
yes. Consumers spend it and it is 
essential to survival and attain-
ing basic necessities, true. Yet the 
fact remains that at any time, the 
amount can be seized, altered, or 
removed from an account with lit-
tle immediate impact on an econ-
omy, as it is not backed by any 
material or tangible assets sub-
ject to limitations.
We deal with mere numbers on 
a screen, which a bank can quite 
literally edit at will. With physical 
cash, this is not entirely the case, 
but even that is subject to that re-
ality. As our world becomes ever 
more digitalised and less reliant 
on cash, this will only grow. As 
the Wolf of Wall Street popular-
ised, our current monetary sys-
tem, along with its markets and 
stocks, are simply “fugazy”. A 
major part of that system and 
America’s hegemony over it, of 
course, has been the ‘petrodol-
lar’ – the payment of US dollars 
for the trade and sale of oil glob-
ally from Saudi Arabia and other 
member states in the Organisa-
tion of the Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) – following the 
deal struck between Washington 
and Riyadh in 1974, coincidental-
ly a mere three years after Nixon 
took the dollar off the gold stan-
dard.That deal not only secured 
military defence of the kingdom 
through guarantees by the US, 
but also secured a stable stream 
of foreign purchase of US Trea-
sury bonds and debt – a strate-
gy of recycling the petrodollars 
back unto Washington – through 
the Gulf state’s reserves. Like 
any good business, that stable 
stream successfully resulted in 
many more streams of reserves, 
powered by the subsequent roll-
ing success of the dollar and the 

increase of global trust in its sta-
bility. It was one of the machine’s 
most essential components. So 
when it was revealed last year 
that Saudi Arabia is consider-
ing trading its oil with China in 
the yuan, it was no small matter 
or minor shift. Many analysts at 
the time – largely pro-Western – 
played it down as merely a sym-
bolic gesture, a tactic to pressure 
the US or send a political mes-
sage.
Almost a year on, however, the 
kingdom seems to be serious in 
those potential intents. At Davos 
in January, Finance Minister Mo-
hammed al-Jadaan revealed Ri-
yadh’s willingness to trade in not 
just the yuan, but also a variety 
of other currencies. Saudi Arabia 
has not been the only country, as 
other considerable US allies such 
as India, Pakistan, and UAE have 
also struck deals with Russia or 
China to pay for oil or other com-
modities in their various respec-
tive local currencies. Iraq was the 
latest to distance itself from dol-
lar dominance, announcing this 
month that it plans to regulate 
foreign trade from China directly 
in yuan.
Those states’ decisions – pre-
dicted soon to be joined by many 
more – have represented a huge 
shift towards a more decen-
tralised global monetary system 
away from the dollar, primarily 
due to a major miscalculation by 
Washington in its hard-hitting 
sanctions against Russia at the 
outset of Moscow’s invasion of 
Ukraine. Without defending the 
Kremlin and its so-called ‘special 
military operation’, and without 
condemning sanctions which do 
have their uses as a non-physical 
measure and financial pressure, 
the US seems to have scored a 
devastating self-goal against its 
currency when it cut Russia off 
from the SWIFT payment system 
and froze over $350 billion of its 
gold and foreign exchange re-
serves. That act alone massively 
reduced trust in the dollar-based 
monetary system amongst many 
countries, especially those in the 
Global South which have long 
been sceptical of US hegemony, 
causing them to further question 
the viability and risk of holding 
their reserves in the mighty dol-
lar. 
That is exactly why the Ukraine 
war is such a pivotal issue – it is 
a gamble the US is willing to take 
to re-secure the dollar’s fortunes, 
having the potential to restore 
trust in it as a stable currency 
worthy of remaining the domi-
nant global reserve exchange. 
That is if Ukraine wins and lands 
a Russian defeat. If Kyiv loses and 
Moscow scores a victory, though, 
it would spell a further disaster 
for the dollar. There lies one of 
the primary reasons why so much 
is reliant on the results of the war 
in Ukraine.In that equation,
Saudi Arabia does not intend to 
rely on the outcome of the war 
to determine its foreign and 
economic policies. It insists on 
maintaining excellent relations 
with the US while at the same 
time expanding its ties with Rus-

sia, China, and other powers to 
the east. it will continue to trade 
largely in dollars in the foresee-
able future, but will at the same 
time be open to accepting other 
currencies even if that comes at 
the apparent expense of Ameri-
can hegemony and represents a 
breach of the petrodollar agree-
ment with Washington all those 
decades ago. The kingdom’s in-
terest in joining BRICS – the eco-
nomic bloc consisting of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China, and South 
Africa – is part of that policy out-
look, along with Iran’s, Turkiye’s, 
Algeria’s and Egypt’s who also 
aim to join the bloc. Rather than 
an exclusive club for the devel-
oping world’s fastest-growing 
economies, they view BRICS as 
an opportunity for countries in 
the Global South to band together 
to either match the dominance of 
the US dollar or secure a place in 
the attempt to do so.
Due to discuss the expansion of 
the bloc this year, BRICS is soon 
to decide on the potential mem-
bership of those nations. If Saudi 
Arabia is accepted and joins it, it 
would be hailed as a momentous 
blow to the dollar and the end of 
petrodollar recycling, as the king-
dom would then be more eco-
nomically interconnected with 
the likes of China and India in 
particular.
Already, analysts and economists 
are speculating on potential of 
countries selling their US dollar 
reserves, particularly the effects 
of a mass dump by some of the 
most prominent holders. Chi-
na, for instance, is the largest at 
$3.184 trillion in reserves, while 
India’s numbers $573.7 billion 
and Saudi Arabia’s $457.66 bil-
lion. If they were to sell or drop 
even a fraction of their reserves, 
especially in a coordinated effort, 
it would severely dent the US 
dollar’s strength and reputation 
even further.
This is not certainly not the first 
time the American currency’s 
dominance has been threatened, 
nor is it the first time total glob-
al dollar reserves held by central 
banks have dropped significantly, 
as they have been declining for 
the past two decades or so and 
were at some of the lowest levels 
even prior to the Ukraine war.
Now it is different, however, and 
there has never been a threat to 
the dollar’s supremacy as signif-
icant as this. There is a good rea-
son central banks throughout the 
world last year bought the most 
gold on record since 1950, in an 
effort to combat rising inflation 
and financial instability. They 
know best the fragility of our 
precarious monetary system, as 
they aim to stabilise themselves 
with the asset that would forev-
er remain valuable. Whether the 
counter to the US dollar will be 
the yuan, a BRICS currency, or 
some other gold or asset-backed 
currency in the future, Saudi Ara-
bia sees that the current global 
reserve may be on the decline for 
good. The kingdom is preparing 
to diversify its reserves and trade 
practices for whatever may lay 
ahead.- Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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Is Saudi Arabia preparing for the collapse 
of the petrodollar and US dollar dominance?

— By Muhammad Hussein

Islam contributed enormously to hu-
manity through advancements in all 
fields of learning. In addition to orig-
inal intellectual breakthroughs, Is-
lamic scholars preserved most of the 
important scientific and philosophi-
cal texts of ancient Greece in Arabic 
translations. Within the framework 
of Greek knowledge, Muslims in-
tellectuals made several important 
contributions that continued into the 
Roman Era. The translation of most 
works by Muslims into Latin during 
the 12th and 13th centuries played a 
pivotal role in the awakening of the 
European Renaissance. The 12th 
century witnessed an intensified 
transfer of Muslim learning into the 
West through translations of Muslim 
works, which helped Europe seize 
the initiative from Islam, when the 
conditions deteriorated in the Islam-
ic world. According to American his-
torian and philosopher, Will Durant 
(1993): ‘For five centuries, from 700 
to 1200, Islam led the world in pow-
er, order and extent of government, 
in refinement of manners, scholar-
ship and philosophy’.
The contributions of Islam and Mus-
lims on human civilization can be 
divided into the two areas of moral, 
(discussed in last article) and in-
tellectual impact (being discussed 
now). Islam propagated a scientific 
method of thinking. Scientific think-
ing means the application of a disci-
plined manner of inquiry, which is 
based on objective and systematic 
methods; it is used to facilitate and 
generate new bodies of knowledge. 
It is an organized method of inqui-
ry that is inspired by reflection and 
engagement in careful observation 
of the nature. Divine wisdom guides 
the Quranic inspiration for knowl-
edge inquiry. The holy Quran initiat-
ed the Islamic mission by invitation 
for reconstruction of the paradigm 
as follows: Read by the name of your 
Lord who created. (Quran 96:1) This 
very revelation declares that the 
study of the entire created world is a 
basic method to appreciate the Cre-
ator. This new Islamic approach to-
wards nature provided Muslims the 
innovative power of creative insights 
in the exploration of nature. The Qu-
ran not only inspires human intel-
lect to gain deep insights in natural 
phenomena, it also provides various 
thinking styles and different modes 
of reasoning. From the point of view 

of the Quran, nature is a clear sign 
of God (Ayah) that presents the sys-
tematic order created by Allah:
- Behold! in the creation of the heav-
ens and the earth; in the alternation 
of the night and the day; in the sail-
ing of the ships through the ocean 
for the profit of mankind; in the rain 
which Allah sends down from the 
skies, and the life which He gives 
therewith to an earth that is dead; in 
the beasts of all kinds that He scat-
ters through the earth; in the change 
of the winds, and the clouds which 
shown between the sky and the 
earth; all these are indeed Signs for 
people of thought. (Quran 2:164)
- ‘Can the blind be held equal to the 
seeing? Will ye then consider not?’ 
(Quran 6:50)
- Do you not understand? (Quran 
2:44)
- Do they not look at the Camel how 
it is made? And at the Sky how it 
is raised up? And at the Mountains 
how they are fixed firm? And at the 
Earth how it is spread out? (Quran 
88:17-20)
The curiosity created by the Quran 
forced the early Muslim intellectuals 
to practice creative thinking in its 
true sense. This practice transpired 
in the original works they produced 
and the translation and preservation 
of the ancient scientific heritage of 
Greek, Indian and Persian civiliza-
tions. Their endeavors resulted in 
two significant creative processes 
that contributed immensely to the 
future developments of mankind: 
the invention of advanced technol-
ogies and the nurturing of creative 
and analytical minds. The Muslims 
welcomed, appreciated and assimi-
lated the positive and creative contri-
butions of all nations, then critically 
examined and integrated these ideas 
into the framework of the Islamic 
worldview. Phillip Hitti notes: ‘The 
Islamic ability to reconcile monothe-
ism and science proofs to be a first 
time in human thought that theolo-
gy, philosophy, and science were fi-
nally harmonized in a unified whole. 
Thus, their contribution was one of 
the first magnitude, considering its 
effect upon scientific and philosoph-
ic thought and upon the theology of 
later times. One of the reasons for 
such development of science is prob-
ably due to God’s commandments to 
explore the laws of nature’.
- Courtesy: Pakistan Times

Muslims’ contributions to scientific thinking
By Zafarullah Khan

Chatbots  
Recently, Chat GPT has grabbed 
attention and become the talk of 
the town since its launch in late 
November 2022. It has surpassed a 
record number of users, surpassing 
100 million globally, and is making 
huge strides in innovation and arti-
ficial intelligence technology. Chat 
GPT is not the only platform or AI 
tool that allows users to ask ques-
tions and get human-like humor-
ous responses. But others like Chat 
Sonic, Chinchilla, Bloom, Replica 
Jasper, Chat LaMDA, DiloGPT, and 
Elsa Speak are much more efficient 

than Chat GPT. Unfortunately, our 
youth are being taken with meme 
culture on social media, not root-
ing the benefits. A few days ago, 
I asked my fellow if she had tak-
en any help from Chat GPT, and 
she reacted as if she was alien to 
the new technology. Significant 
threads are posed to our incumbent 
factory-model education system, 
which is based on cramming and 
already devoid of creativity, ratio-
nal free-thinking, and questioning 
phenomena. However, both teach-
ers and students can bounce off 
Chat GPT to their advantage. In 

civilized worlds, institutions make 
policies, update themselves, and 
opt to maximize their fruits from 
new technology, platforms, and 
innovations. On the contrary, our 
scholars in the Higher Education 
Commission aim at planning new 
schemes to censor this tool, rather 
than arguing out or fetching ways 
to obtain the maximum advantage 
from AI tools and the inauguration 
of projects specific to artificial in-
telligence (AI) or artificial general 
intelligence. Otherwise, we will be 
lagging in this endeavor as well.
– Ghulam Shah Kalhoro, Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan-Chi-
na Institute, in collaboration with 
All Pakistan Chinese Enterprises 
Association (APCEA) and Power 
Construction Corporation of Chi-
na Wednesday launched a ground-
breaking report titled “Development 
Prospects of Chinese Enterprises In 
Green Energy Industry in Pakistan”. 
The launch event of the report was 
attended by a diverse audience, in-
cluding representatives from uni-
versities, think tanks, Chinese en-
terprises, and policymakers. The 
event provided a platform for stake-
holders to discuss the findings of the 
report and explore opportunities for 
further collaboration between Paki-

stan and China. The report and its 
launch event highlight the growing 
importance of the China-Pakistan 
Economic Corridor (CPEC) and the 
need for Chinese enterprises to nav-
igate the complex business environ-
ment in Pakistan. The “Development 
Prospects of Chinese Enterprises in 
Green Energy Industry in Pakistan” 
report is a beacon of hope for the 

future of sustainable energy in Paki-
stan. The report provides a holistic 
analysis of the country’s green ener-
gy sector, illuminating the potential 
for Chinese investors to contribute 
to Pakistan’s wind, solar, and hydro-
electric power projects. From policy 
and regulation to market demand 
and financing options, this report 
serves as a comprehensive guide for 
Chinese companies seeking to in-
vest in Pakistan’s burgeoning green 
energy industry. With this report in 
hand, investors can confidently nav-
igate the challenges and capitalise 
on the opportunities, paving the way 
for a brighter and more sustainable 
future for Pakistan.(APP)

NEPRA conducts public hearing to impose  
additional surcharge on electricity’s consumers

 UNESCO flood damage assessment underway 
for heritage sites recovery

Expanding trade ties with US foremost priority: 
Masood Khan

83 per cent construction of Jauria hospital  
completed; CEO Health

ECC approves Ramzan Relief Package; wheat 
support price at Rs3,900/40kg

Motorway corruption case: Accountability court 
rejects NAB request of physical remand of accused

Code of conduct draft finalized to prevent  
unethical activities on social media: Shania

First-ever ‘digital population census’ need of time, 
to ensure transparency : Spokesperson

RPO reviews security arrangements  
of PSL cricket matches

VC UoT Dr. Jan Muhammad presided  
15th meeting of ASRB

Second phase of PFA Health Champion Program begins

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Electric Power Regulatory Author-
ity (NEPRA) on Thursday conduct-
ed public hearing into motion for 
imposing additional surcharge on 
XWAPDA Distribution Companies 
(DISCOs) and K-Electric consum-
ers. The hearing was presided over 
by NEPRA Chairman Tauseef H Fa-
rooq while other members Mathar 
Niaz Rana, Maqsood Anwar Khan 
and Amina Ahmed were also pres-
ent. Member Sindh Rafique Ahmad 
Shaikh participated through video 
link in the hearing. The government 
sought additional surcharge of Rs 
3.39 per unit to recover from the 
consumers of DISCOs and K-Elec-

tric. The Chairman NEPRA said the 
authority neither was rejecting nor 
accepting the surcharge at this mo-
ment. Whether, the authority has 
power to impose the surcharge, the 
chairman questioned. The authority 
would decide the matter once the 
Power Division furnished legal opin-
ion in this regard. The authority re-
quired the government legal position 
over the imposition of surcharged, 
the chairman said. The officials of 
Power Division apprised that there 
were still a pending loans worth Rs 
765 billion of Power Holding Private 
Limited. Around over Rs 965 billion 
subsidies have been given to the con-
sumers, they said.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
has mobilised 350,000 USD from the 
World Heritage Emergency Assis-
tance and the Heritage Emergency 
Fund to assist in the needs assess-
ment and recovery of cultural sites 
and displaced cultural professionals 
in Sindh, Balochistan, and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa. Heavy monsoon rain-
fall caused widespread flooding in 
Pakistan resulting in significant loss 
of life, livelihoods, and shelter. The 
natural disaster also severely dam-
aged cultural heritage sites across the 
country, said a UNESCO press release 
on Thursday. Under the Heritage 
Emergency Fund, UNESCO Islam-

abad is undertaking a detailed needs 
assessment of tangible and intangible 
cultural heritage in selected flood-hit 
districts of the country, to identify 
the most severely affected cultural 
professionals in need of rehabilita-
tion. In October 2022, the Post-Disas-
ter Needs Assessment (PDNA) was 
launched under the leadership of the 
Ministry of Planning, Development 
and Special Initiatives. UNESCO Is-
lamabad led the Culture Sector anal-
ysis, with technical assistance from 
the Italian Agency for Development 
Cooperation (AICS), World Bank and 
Asian Development Bank, marking 
the first time “Culture has been anal-
ysed” as a separate sector for a PDNA 
in Pakistan, the release added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan’s Am-
bassador to the United States Masood 
Khan on Wednesday said that ex-
panding trade ties with the US, the 
largest trading partner and export 
destination for Pakistan, remained 
a foremost priority of the govern-
ment of Pakistan. He was talking to 
a delegation of the US Soybean Ex-
port Council (USSEC). During the 
meeting, the ambassador said that 
Pakistan was working with the US 
business community for enhanced 
cooperation in the agriculture sector 
through sharing of knowledge, exper-
tise and research for meeting its do-
mestic requirements and enhancing 
agricultural productivity. The USSEC 
delegation included Doug Winter, 
Chairman, Stan Born, Vice Chair-
man, Jim Stutter, CEO, and Rosalind 
Leeck, Executive Director External 
Relations. Minister (Trade) Azmat 
Mahmud was also present during 

the meeting, a press release said. 
Soybean Export council represents 
the entire range of soy supply chain 
including farmers, processors, com-
modity shippers, merchandisers, al-
lied agribusinesses, and agricultural 
organizations. Working in 80 coun-
tries across the globe, USSEC plays 
a leading role in soy market develop-
ment and meeting requirements for 
human consumption, aquaculture, 
and livestock feed. Talking to the 
ambassador, the delegation said that 
USSEC wanted to assist Pakistan in 
livestock development and meeting 
its soy requirements.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of District Health 
Authority, Dr Ansar Ishaq, has said 
that despite financial limitations, 83 
per cent construction work of the 
Jauria hospital had been completed 
to help ailing segments of society. The 
CEO told APP that 330 million rupees 
had been spent on the construction 
site of the 60-bedded hospital out of a 
total of Rs 652.377 mln approved for 
the project. He informed that Provin-
cial Development Working Party had 

approved the revised cost of the proj-
ect at Rs 652.377 mln, out of which Rs 
406.57 mln was for the construction 
site while Rs 245.807 mln would be 
utilized for the procurement of med-
ical equipment and others. Dr Ansar 
added that modern healthcare facili-
ties, including ventilators, Ultrasound 
digital beamformers, a Dental unit, 
an Anesthesia machine with a cardiac 
monitor and others, would be avail-
able at the hospital to lessen the bur-
den on the city”s health facilities.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Among other 
decision, the Economic Coordination 
Committee (ECC) of the Cabinet here 
on Wednesday approved Ramazan 
Relief Package and a uniform pro-
curement price of wheat crop 2022-23 
at Rs. 3900/40 kilogram. According to 
press statement issued by finance min-
istry, the summary regarding wheat 
procurement price was tabled by Min-
istry of National Food Security and 
Research before ECC meeting, which 
was presided over by Federal Minister 
for Finance and Revenue Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar. The ECC also ap-
proved hybrid model of Ramzan Relief 
Package (Targeted and Un-targeted) 
consisting of 19 items for Utility Stores 

Corporation, budgeted of Rs. 5 bil-
lion. The summary was moved by the 
Ministry of Industries and Production. 
Ministry of Industries and Production 
presented a report on the logistic plan 
of PASSCO for in-land transportation 
of imported wheat 2022-23. The ECC 
approved Karachi Port Trust (KPT) 
Board Resolution regarding waiving 
off all the charges of storage on the 
stuck-up containers/cargo landed 
help up at Karachi Port as a result of 
non-retirement of Letter of Credits 
and remittances of Foreign Exchange 
subject to condition that demurrages 
charges on each case beyond Rs. 5 
million will be waived off after getting 
certification from SBP.

HYDERABAD (APP): The Account-
ability Court on Wednesday rejected 
the request of the National Account-
ability Bureau (NAB), seeking phys-
ical remand of the accused persons 
booked in the alleged corruption of 
over Rs.2 billion in Sukkur-Hyder-
abad Motorway project. Meanwhile, 
the accountability court judge al-
lowed the NAB to investigate the 
accused in the jail custody. The ac-

countability court directed the NAB 
to complete the interrogation of the 
accused in jail custody within 14 
days. Moreover, the court issued an 
order to confiscate the luxury vehicle 
recovered from former Deputy Com-
missioner Matiari Adnan Rashid and 
a car from accused Ashiq Kaleri. The 
NAB court also approved the request 
for the medical examination of ac-
cused Ashiq Kaleri.

QUETTA (APP): Chief Minister Ba-
lochistan’s Coordinator and mem-
ber of the Commission on Status 
of Women, Shania Khan, said the 
commission had prepared a code of 
conduct draft for the prevention of 
immoral posts, comments, and abu-
sive language on social media. The 
completed draft has been handed 
over to the Parliamentary Secretary, 

Women Development Department 
which will be presented to the Ba-
lochistan Legislative Assembly for 
further action, she said. She ex-
pressed these views while address-
ing a consultative meeting held to 
formulate a code of conduct related 
to social media and during a meet-
ing with a representative delegation 
of women.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Spokesperson 
of the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 
Muhammad Sarwar Gondal Thurs-
day said that Pakistan’s first ever 
digital population census was need 
of the time which would bring trans-
parency in the process and would 
help in formulating targeted policies 
for equal distribution of resources. 
“The statistics on the population and 
housing census would give a true pic-
ture of the current population in the 
country”, he said while talking to a 
private news channel. Without digital 
and timely conduction of population 
census, the resources’ distribution 
amongst various areas of the country 

will not be ensured,” he further men-
tioned. In order to make the exercise 
successful, the media and public co-
operation will be of great importance, 
he stressed. Replying to a question, 
he explained the process that the cen-
sus process is divided into two parts, 
in the first part the citizens have been 
given the option to self-enumerate 
through the specially designed https://
self.pbs.gov.pk portal. While in the 
second phase, the house-to-house 
census will be conducted by using 
tablets and mobiles, in which orga-
nizers will make the process more 
credible, accurate and transparent, 
he added.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Regional Po-
lice Officer RPO Syed Khurram Ali 
on Wednesday visited Rawalpindi 
Cricket Stadium to review securi-
ty arrangements of Pakistan Super 
League PSL cricket matches at Dou-
ble Road Rawalpindi Cricket Stadi-
um. City Police Officer CPO Rawal-
pindi Syed Khalid Hamdani, SSP 
Operations and other officers were 
also present on the occasion. CPO 

Rawalpindi gave a briefing on the 
security arrangements of PSL cricket 
matches. RPO Syed Khurram Ali said 
that adequate arrangements should 
be made to maintain the flow of traf-
fic around the stadium. Negligence 
would not be tolerated at any cost, the 
RPO added. At the end of the match, 
the duty should be kept alert until the 
complete exit of all the cricket fans, 
he further stressed. 

QUETTA (APP): Vice Chancellor 
of the University of Turbat (UoT) 
Professor Dr. Jan Muhammad on 
Wednesday said that with the collec-
tive efforts of the faculty members 
and administrative staff, the univer-
sity was leading towards meeting the 
research standards. The Vice Chan-
cellor emphasized for more efforts 
and deliberations for the further pro-
motion of research activities in the 
university. He expressed these views 
while presiding over the 15th meet-
ing of Advanced Studies & Research 

board (ASRB) of UoT, which was held 
in the video conference room of the 
university. Dean Academics Dr. Adeel 
Ahmed has presented the agenda of 
the meeting for deliberation and deci-
sion that included confirmation of the 
minutes of the 14th meeting of ASRB, 
thesis submitted by MS/MPhil Schol-
ars, thesis evaluation reports, synop-
sis, and viva reports of MPhil scholars 
of Institute of Balochi, Language and 
Culture, Management Sciences and 
Department of Chemistry for deliber-
ation and decision.

LAHORE (APP): The second phase 
of the Punjab Food Authority Health 
Champion Program began here on 
Wednesday. PFA Director General Mud-
dassir Riaz Malik paid surprise visits to 
different schools to review the progress 
of the programme. In the first phase of 
the program, launched in December 
2022, so far 8,000 children have been 
screened and trained to eat nutritious 
food in order to remain healthy and 
strong. The PFA DG said the second 
phase is designed to analyse the chil-
dren’s health by keeping in mind the 
21-day mission. He expressed these 
views while visiting the Government 

Pilot school Wahdat Colony and Gov-
ernment Girls High School Walton. He 
said that teams of nutritionists have 
been conducting nutrition assessments 
and nutrition training for children. Chil-
dren’s height, weight, body mass index, 
lean and skeletal muscle mass and free 
nutrition screening are also being done 
in different educational institutions un-
der this programme, he added. The DG 
said, “The best way to fight malnutrition 
is to educate the future generation about 
healthy food choices.” After complete 
nutrition profiling in phase 1, nutrition 
packages and ambassador certificates 
were handed over to students, he added.

PCI launches report on Development Prospects of Chinese Enterprises 
in Green Energy Industry in Pakistan

DPO takes notice of torture 
by retired police officer

Another IIOJK youth  
Abdul Rashid Dar  

martyred in police custody

AJK observes World 
Civil Defence Day with 

pledge renewed to  
protect motherland

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): District 
Police Officer (DPO) Raza Safdar 
Kazmi on Thursday took notice of 
torture by a retired sub-inspector on 
his niece over a land dispute here in 
Muzaffargarh. According to a police 
spokesman, the accused was booked 
with Civil Lines Police Station soon 
after the incident was reported. The 
accused named Khizer Shah was ar-
rested from his house while the po-
lice were conducting raids to arrest 
other accused, he added. Raza Saf-
dar stated that those showing inhu-
mane conduct have no place in soci-
ety. “All are equal before the law and 
everyone would be treated on equal 
terms”, added the DPO.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, the dead body of a youth, Abdul 
Rashid Dar, who had been abduct-
ed by Indian troops in December 
last year has been found in Zurha-
ma forest area of Kupwara district, 
triggering protests against the Modi 
government and its brutal army in 
his hometown, Kunan Poshpora area 
of the district. According to Kashmir 
Media Service, the body of martyred 
Abdul Rashid Dar was handed over 
to his family on Wednesday after-
noon. Dar’s family confirmed to the 
media the custodial killing of their 
son. “The body was given to us (fam-
ily) just a short while,” one of his 
brothers said, in a phone interview. 
Speaking to a media outlet, Kunan 
village sarpanch Khursheed Ahmad 
said that the Kupwara district police 
chief called the family in the morning 
for identification after a body was re-
covered in the Zurhama forest area. 
“The body is in a dilapidated condi-
tion. And it was hard to identify it.

MIRPUR (APP): Like rest of the 
world, International Civil Defence 
Day was observed in Azad Jammu 
Kashmir on Wednesday with the 
renewal of the pledge to remain 
alert and vigilant every moment to 
frustrate every threat of the ene-
my. Special ceremonies were held 
in all ten districts of AJK including 
Capital Muzaffarabad as well as in 
Mirpur, Kotli, Bhimbher, Rawala-
kot and other stations under the 
auspices of the AJK Civil Defense 
Department. In Mirpur, the major 
ceremony to observe the day was 
held under the auspices of the lo-
cal Civil Defence department. ”The 
commemoration of the Internation-
al Civil Defense Day renews the en-
try into force of the ICDI - Interna-
tional Civil Defence Organization’s 
constitution as an inter-governmen-
tal organization in 1972 with two 
major objectives of serving for the 
safety and security of the masses 
both in peace and war times in case 
of any eventuality � besides other 
nation-building institutions,” said 
speakers including Assistant Com-
missioner Mirpur Sardar Abdul Qa-
dir addressing the participants of 
the walk who gathered to observe 
this day. Besides the civil defence, 
volunteers, policemen, workers of 
PWD, Highways, Electricity, Infor-
mation.
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PSF announces research grant in fields of Nanotechnology,  
Material and Artificial Intelligence

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Sci-
ence Foundation (PSF) has an-
nounced a research grant to support 
scientists and researchers in develop-
ing and commercialization of prod-
ucts in the fields of Nanotechnology, 
Material and Artificial Intelligence 
under the Competitive Research 
Programme. Scientists, engineers, 
technologists, innovators, academia 
and entrepreneurs from Research 
and Development (R&D) institu-
tions, HEC-recognized universities 
and industries who have already 

completed the first stage of research 
and development work and need fi-
nancial support for the utilization of 
their research outcomes to develop 
new products, prototypes, pilot-scale 
production and commercialization 
can apply for the grant, an official of 
PSF informed. Besides, the “lone” in-
novators/ startups or Small and Me-
dium Enterprises have launched a 
new product, technology, technique 
or process and want to bring value 
addition or improvement alone or in 
partnership with scientists, technol-

ogists and academic R&D institutes 
and HEC-recognized universities are 
also encouraged to apply. The grants 
are available for a period of up to two 
years in the streams including indi-
vidual researchers/lone innovators/
startups (up to 10 million budget), 
consortium research groups (mul-
tidisciplinary research groups up to 
20 million budget), and Triple Helix 
model (collaborative research proj-
ects between academia, R&D organi-
zations, and industry up to 20 million 
budget).

Iranian delegation visits 
MATRC Karachi

Under-construction Bara 
kahu bridge collapses

HEC condoles demise  
of Dr. G. A. Miana

 AIOU announces  
admissions for spring 

semester

 IRSA releases 99,300 
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP): A delegation of 
Anti-Narcotics Police of Iran led by 
Brig Gen Majid Karimi on Thursday 
visited the Model Addicts Treatment 
and Rehabilitation Centre (MATRC) 
Karachi. According to ANF’s official 
Twitter account, the delegation was 
apprised of the facilities being provid-
ed in the centre to the drug addicts. 
The delegation visited male and fe-
male wards and appreciated the treat-
ment facilities being provided to drug 
addicts.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The girders of 
the under-construction bridge col-
lapsed in the Bara Kahu area on 
Thursday, resulting in heavy traffic 
jams in the area. According to a police 
spokesman, no casualty was reported 
as the girders collapsed while police 
and other rescue agencies reached 
the spot for a timely operation. “The 
traffic officials are also present at the 
site to maintain traffic flow,” he add-
ed. It is pertinent to mention here that 
the under-construction shuttering of 
a bridge at Bhara Kahu bypass col-
lapsed earlier on February 25, killing 
two laborers and injuring three oth-
ers.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Higher Ed-
ucation Commission (HEC) has con-
doled the sad demise of renowned 
academician and scientist, Dr Ghu-
lam Abbas Miana. A former Vice 
Chancellor of Gomal University, Dr. 
Miana proficiently served the HEC 
and Science and Technology sectors, 
including as Member Whole-Time in 
the erstwhile University Grants Com-
mission. In his condolence message, 
Chairman HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed 
said that the higher education sec-
tor of Pakistan has lost a luminary. 
He said that the contributions of Dr. 
Miana for the country will always be 
remembered. He prayed for the de-
parted soul, and the bereaved family 
to bear this irreparable loss.

SARGODHA (APP): Allama Iqbal 
Open University has announced 
the admissions for spring semester 
2023. Regional Director Zubair Ah-
mad Shah while talking to APP here 
on Wednesday said that BA (ADP) 
passed students could now enroll in 
BS and get a degree equivalent to 
MA after completing the degree. For 
admission in BA, the educational 
qualification must be at least second 
division. He said that apart from this, 
online certificate courses and BBA 
admissions have also been started for 
which students could get prospectus 
from Iqbal Open University Sargodha 
Regional Campus or can also apply 
for online admission.

ISLAMABAD (APP):The Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on Thurs-
day released 99,300 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with an in-
flow of 50,200 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1455.52 feet and was 57.52 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 14,300 cusecs while out-
flow as 50,000 cusecs.

Contaminated water used for agricultural  
purposes is directly impacting the quality of 

already scarce food

PTA with Azerbaijan under discussion to boost 
bilateral trade: Pak envoy

Californian Democrats delegation calls on 
Speaker Punjab Assembly

Tyrian White Case: IHC directs lawyer to conclude 
arguments in Imran’s disqualification case

PMDC issues over 8,000 registration certificates to 
local medical graduates

FO confirms 7 Pakistanis’ death in Libya boat wreck

Urdu poet ‘Nasir Kazmi’ remembred on  
his 51st death anniversary

Police ban protests around Islamabad courts 
after PTI’s vandalisation

Governor for research on renewable energy 
resources at varsities

Two new routes of Pink Bus Service 
for women inaugurated

ISLAMABAD (APP): A round table 
discussion on “The Impact of Climate 
Change on Global Food Production; 
Alternatives for Pakistan” was held at 
the Institute of Regional Studies, Is-
lamabad. DG Pakistan Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, Ms. Farzana 
Altaf spoke about the grave challeng-
es caused by Climate Change in the 
agriculture sector. She mentioned 
that Farmers are withdrawing water 
from the ground without taking into 
consideration their crop water re-
quirements, resulting in groundwa-
ter depletion. Similarly, less water is 
available for plant growth and it can-
not fulfill the need to nourish plants 
properly. She also added that most 
available water is now contaminated 

which directly and indirectly affects 
the quality and production of already 
scarce food. Mr. Arif Goheer, Head of 
Agriculture, Forestry, and Land Use 
Section at GCISC Islamabad proceed-
ed with the discussion that food secu-
rity is not just food production but 
its demand, supply, and accessibility 
as well. We need agrological zoning 
to develop proper cropping patterns 
as every province of Pakistan has 
different lithological formations. Un-
fortunately, FAO has sponsored the 
agrological zones distribution of both 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab but 
its methodologies are different. He 
suggested developing agroecological 
zones of the country using the same 
methodology and on urgent basis.

BAKU (APP): Ambassador of Paki-
stan in Baku Bilal Hayee on Thurs-
day expressed the hope that the Pa-
kistan-Azerbaijan trade would get a 
boost from current $30 million after 
both the countries signed Preferen-
tial Trade Agreement (PTA) which 
was currently under discussion. The 
ambassador, talking to APP at Baku 
Congress Hall – the venue of Non-
Aligned Movement Contact Group’s 
summit on fighting against Covid-19 
– being held here, said currently the 
bilateral trade consisted of 90% ex-
ports from Pakistan with rice being 
the major commodity. Attended by 
the delegates from around 70 states 
including heads of state from sever-

al countries, the summit was aimed 
at discussing the ways forward to 
deal with the challenges of the post-
COVID new normal featuring food 
insecurity and economic issues like 
global inflation. He said recently, 
Azerbaijan had exempted customs 
duty on the export of Pakistani rice 
which would ultimately increase rice 
export from $30-40 million. High-
lighting the cultural and bilateral 
relations, the envoy said Azerbaijan 
was the only country in Central Asia 
and South Caucasus having direct 
flight to Pakistan. Besides, the Paki-
stani nationals have also the facility 
of hassle-free online visa to Azerbai-
jan, he added.

LAHORE (APP): A 12-member dele-
gation from California State Assem-
bly called on Speaker Punjab Assem-
bly Muhammad Sibtain Khan and 
discussed Pak-US relations and cur-
rent political scenario during a meet-
ing at Speaker’s Chamber, here on 
Wednesday. Speaker Sibtain Khan 
hailed the prominent role of overseas 
Pakistanis in strengthening Pak-US 
relations during meeting with the 
delegation led by Overseas US-Pa-
kistani democrat Dr. Asif Mehmood. 
The delegation comprised Chair-
man Appropriation Committee of 
the California State Assembly Chris 
R. Holden, Melanie Caldwell, wife 

of Chris R. Holden, Focal Person 
Farooq Arshad, Dr. Asif Mahmood, 
Wendy Carrilo, Anna Goddard (Ms. 
Anna Goddard), Willie Armstrong, 
Eloise Gomez Reyes, Farooq Arshad, 
Christopher Reyes, Michael Meeks, 
Mike A Gipson , Adriel Yang and oth-
ers. Dr. Asif Mehmood informed the 
Speaker that different US companies 
were keen to invest in agriculture, 
information technology, education, 
health and other sectors in Pakistan. 
Dr. Asif expressed his desire to fur-
ther strengthen Pak-US relations, 
adding that Pakistan and the United 
States enjoy decades-long relation-
ship.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Islamabad 
High Court (IHC) on Wednesday di-
rected the petitioner’s lawyer to con-
clude arguments on the next hearing 
in a disqualification case against PTI 
chairman Imran Khan for hiding in-
formation about his alleged daughter 
Tyrian White. A larger bench of IHC 
comprising Chief Justice Aamer Fa-
rooq, Justice Mohsin Akhter Kayani 
and Justice Arbab Muhammad Tahir 
heard the case filed by a citizen Mu-
hammad Sajid. At the outset of the 
hearing, the petitioner’s lawyer Ha-
mid Ali Shah Advocate said the PTI 
chairman had not mentioned his al-
leged daughter in his nomination pa-
pers submitted to the Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP). He prayed 

the court to de-seat Imran Khan after 
disqualifying him from membership 
of the Parliament. The court asked 
if the respondent was not a member 
of Parliament anymore then what 
should be done. Imran’s lawyer Sal-
man Akram Raja said the ECP had 
decided the said matter twice. The 
court remarked that the petitioner 
had adopted the stance that Imran 
Khan had not provided the correct in-
formation in his nomination papers. 
The ECP had to answer on this point 
as well, it added. The court remarked 
that how the ‘quo-warranto’ could be 
applied on Imran Khan when he was 
no more a member of Parliament, 
adding that the defence lawyer had 
also raised the same point.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan 
Medical and Dental Council (PMDC) 
has issued over 8,000 permanent reg-
istration certificates so far to Pakistani 
doctors, without the requirement 
of the National Licensing Examina-
tion (NLE). According to an official 
of PMDC, this exam was mandatory 
earlier as per the previous law of PMC 
as the local graduates had to appear 
and pass the NLE exam before getting 
their permanent registration, even af-
ter graduation from Pakistani medical 
and dental colleges. He said that in this 
regard several protests and demon-
strations were held by different doctor 
forums and organizations at different 
levels and the past government was 
appealed repeatedly to withdraw the 
said black law. Previously, as per PMC 
law, NLE was undertaken by doctors 
who graduated from Pakistan’s ap-

proved medical and dental colleges 
which was highly criticized by the 
doctors’ community throughout the 
country. He said that keeping in view 
the demand of the doctors and on the 
direction of the Minister for National 
Health Services Abdul Qadir Patel, 
this step was taken after signing the 
concerned legislation by the President 
of Pakistan. Taking up all the relevant 
matters and affairs, PMDC started its 
registration portal as a priority after 
making all necessary arrangements 
for the transition from PMC to PMDC.
In this regard, an interactive PMDC 
online portal has been launched to fa-
cilitate doctors throughout the coun-
try. He said that on the first day, 1,500 
registration certificates have been is-
sued while PMDC also started issuing 
good-standing certificates and renew-
als.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Seven Pakistani 
nationals have drowned in a boat 
wreck near Libya’s port city Beng-
hazi, the Foreign Office said Thurs-
day. Foreign Office Spokesperson 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch at a weekly 
press briefing said the embassy of 
Pakistan in Libya was facilitating the 
process of identification of the bod-
ies. Fifty-nine people died, including 
some children when a wooden sail-
ing boat carrying migrants crashed 
against rocks on the southern Ital-
ian coast early on Sunday. The FO 
spokesperson said the bodies would 
be transported to Pakistan with the 
support of local authorities and the 
International Committee of the Red 
Cross. She said the embassy and 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs were also 
in contact with the families of the de-
ceased. Baloch mentioned that For-
eign Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari 
would visit New York in the context of 
the conference on ‘Women in Islam: 
Understanding the rights and Iden-
tity of Women in the Islamic World’, 

being held on March 8. As an initia-
tive of FM Bilawal, she said, the con-
ference is being convened by Paki-
stan in its capacity as the chair of the 
OIC Council of Ministers at the UN 
Headquarters on the sidelines of the 
67th Session of the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW). She said the foreign minister 
would chair the high-level and policy 
dialogue segments, with ministeri-
al-level participation from OIC mem-
ber states and non-OIC states, in ad-
dition to the leadership of the United 
Nations, UN Women, and other inter-
national organizations. On March 10, 
the foreign minister will headline an 
event on Islamophobia in New York. 
It may be recalled that last year, at 
the initiative of Pakistan, the United 
Nations General Assembly declared 
March 15 as the Day to Combat Is-
lamophobia. The FO spokesperson 
announced that Germany’s Minister 
of State for Foreign Affairs Dr. Tobias 
Lindner would pay his maiden visit to 
Pakistan from March 4-7.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Famous urdu 
poet Nasir Kazmi was remembered 
on his 51st death anniversary when 
people from all walks of life includ-
ing literary circles with media plat-
forms paid him rich tributes for his 
poetic contribution. Nasir Kazmi was 
considered one of the greatest poets 
of his era. He was born on December 
8, 1925, at Ambala in British India. 
He received education from Amba-
la, Simla and Lahore. After the cre-
ation of Pakistan, he came to Lahore, 
electronic channels reported. He did 
some journalistic work with ‘Auraq-

e-Nau’ as an editor and became edi-
tor-in-chief of the magazine in 1952. 
Later, he was associated with Radio 
Pakistan and other literary publica-
tions and organizations. Nasir Ka-
zmi started his poetic life in 1940 by 
following the style of Akhtar Sherani 
and wrote romantic poems and son-
nets. He also began writing ghazals 
under the guidance of Hafeez Hoshy-
arpuri. He was a great admirer of Mir 
Taqi Mir. His poetry has been used in 
several songs in dramas during Paki-
stan Television’s (ptv) golden era and 
in Pakistani films.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad po-
lice on Thursday announced a ban on 
protests near the courts located in the 
Federal capital following the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) vandalism 
at the local courts. The development 
occurred as the local courts were al-
legedly vandalised by PTI workers on 
February 28. Seeing the security con-
dition, the police had already imposed 
Section 144 across the federal capital. 
The spokesperson of Islamabad po-
lice said the police have prohibited 
protests in the vicinity of the courts 
in the capital. He said that only law-

yers, journalists, people facing trials 
and other relevant people would be 
allowed on the premises of the courts. 
The spokesperson said that measures 
were taken due to security and other 
threats and police can be informed on 
Pucar-15 about any suspicious activi-
ty. The security arrangements at Sec-
tor G-11 of the judicial complex were 
breached as PTI workers removed all 
barriers during Khan’s appearanc-
es in different courts. Some of the 
workers damaged the building prop-
erty undermining the decorum of the 
courts.

LAHORE (APP): Governor Pun-
jab Muhammad Balighur Rehman 
has stressed the need of promoting 
research on renewable energy re-
sources at the universities. Chair-
ing a meeting regarding consortium 
on Energy Sector at the Governor’s 
House here on Wednesday, he said 
the universities should contribute in 
policy making through research on 
renewable sources of energy such as 
solar energy, wind power and elec-
tricity generation from waste. The 

consortium is to formulate recom-
mendations for the government and 
concerned departments in the light of 
research in universities to solve ener-
gy problems. Chairman Punjab High-
er education Commission Dr.Shahid 
Munir and vice chancellors of various 
universities were present in the meet-
ing. Punjab Governor Muhammad 
Balighur Rehman said working on 
good projects to install small power 
plants is need of the hour to solve en-
ergy crisis.

KARACHI (APP): The women-spe-
cific People’s Pink Bus Service starts 
plying on two more routes in Kara-
chi on Wednesday. Sindh minister 
for Information, Transport and Mass 
Transit Sharjeel Inam Memon and 
Local Government minister Syed Na-
sir Hussain Shah inaugurated new 
routes of Pink Bus in a ceremony 
held here at Sea View. Speaking on 
the occasion, Sharjeel Inam Memon 
said 2 new pink bus routes from 
Power Chowrangi North Karachi to 

Indus Hospital Korangi and Numaish 
Chowrangi to Sea View were start-
ing while the number of buses has 
been increased on the Model Colony 
to Tower route as well. He said the 
Sindh Government has started the 
People’s Pink Bus Service across the 
province on the special orders of the 
party leadership. In the trial phase, 
the first route was started in Karachi 
and after its success, the women-spe-
cific bus service was launched in Hy-
derabad. 
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BISP’s NSER to enhance country’s capacity to cope  
with economic hardships

ISLAMABAD (APP): The launch 
of first ever dynamic National So-
cio-Economic Registry (NSER) in 
the history of Pakistan will enhance 
the country’s capacity to cope with 
the disasters, pandemic and eco-
nomic instability by adopting more 
effective data collection mechanism 
of the poor households. The NSER is 
a landmark in Benazir Income Sup-
port Programme (BISP)’s history. 
It is linked with National Database 
Registration Authority (NADRA) for 

data collection as well as validation 
and can allow swift registration of 
six distinct types of information for 
the registry which shall be validated 
through NADRA. The six different 
types include registration of missed 
out households, eligibility appeal 
cut off for poor but ineligible house-
holds with widows or elderly people, 
roster updates for regular changes 
such as marital status, inclusion of 
new born, changes or correction in 
education, health, disability and em-

ployment information of household 
members, gauging information on 
households impacted by disasters 
and their re-registration, reassess-
ment of ineligible households for last 
two years and reassessment of eligi-
ble or beneficiary households for last 
three years. The registry provides 
registration and information update 
opportunity to all citizens. Since this 
registry is linked with NADRA, only 
NADRA authenticated information 
can be registered or updated.

One more tests positive 
for Coronavirus

IT available panacea to 
revive economy: FCCI

Kidnappers demand  
Rs 2 mln for ransom

Qawwal Badar Miandad 
remembered on his 
death anniversary

RAWALPINDI (APP): One more per-
son tested positive for Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) during the last 24 hours, 
raising the district’s tally of confirmed 
cases to 47,766. As per the latest data 
released by the District Health Au-
thority here on Thursday, the infected 
cases included 44,121 from Rawalpin-
di and 3,645 from other districts. The 
report added that the new case had 
arrived from the Rawalpindi Can-
tonment area while one confirmed 
patient was quarantined at home, 
and no one was admitted to any dis-
trict’s health facility. The report fur-
ther updated that 7,006,011 people, 
including 44,790 health workers, had 
jabbed themselves against the lethal 
COVID-19 across the district since 
the vaccination administering drive 
launched on March 10, 2021. District 
Health Authority added that during 
the last 24 hours,375 samples were 
collected, out of which 374 were de-
clared negative, while the positive 
case rate was recorded at 0.27 per-
cent.

FAISALABAD (APP): Faisalabad 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus-
try (FCCI) President Dr Khurram 
Tariq on Thursday said information 
technology (IT) was the only readily 
available panacea to revive economy. 
Addressing the FCCI standing com-
mittee on IT, he said that 270 IT related 
companies were active in Faisalabad, 
adding that: “We must improve their 
ranking so that they could perform 
better and expand their IT related ex-
ports. “In this connection, the stand-
ing committee should play a proactive 
role”, he said and added that the FCCI 
was already making strenuous efforts 
to transform textile city into Cyber-
abad by promoting its IT base. It was 
the only sector which could help the 
country to earn precious foreign ex-
change within the shortest possible 
time and with minimum investment, 
Dr Khurram Tariq said. 

BUREWALA (APP): Abductors have 
demanded Rs two million from the 
family of a person who was trapped 
by a female in name of marriage on 
social media. Police sources said 
Malik Munir Ahmad, a resident of 
Chak no 441/EB befriended with a 
girl on social media a few days ago. 
She invited him to Sadiqabad under 
the pretense of marriage, where the 
kidnappers of Kacha area held him to 
ransom, they said adding that the ab-
ductee belonged to labour family. The 
worried family has applied for regis-
tration of a case with the city police 
station, they concluded.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Famous Qa-
wwal Badar Miandad was remem-
bered on his 16th death anniversary 
on Thursday. Badar Miandad, who is 
also known as Badar Ali Khan, was 
born on February 17, 1962, in a family 
of qawwals in Pak Pattan. He was a 
cousin of Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan. His 
father Rasheed Miandad and grand-
father Din Muhammad were also re-
nowned qawwals. Badar Miandad re-
leased his 222 albums in Pakistan and 
several other albums under United 
Kingdom and Indian labels. He start-
ed his career in 1975 and rose to fame 
in the mid of 1980s. He learned sing-
ing from his elders and lent his voice 
to many Indian and Pakistani films.

Raja Muhammad Saleem promoted to 18th 
grade, posted as ADCG

NMU holds White Coat Ceremony for MBBS students

Protection of life, property main responsibility 
of police: CPO

President urges bureaucracy to make fast decisions

Police starts HRMIS application to facilitate officials

NA Speaker, Dy Speaker felicitate Baloch community 
on Baloch Culture Day

RPO visits Ejaz Shaheed Police Lines,  
reviews security arrangements

PRCS reached out 1,267,281 people across the 
country since August 2022

NADRA launches service empowering citizens 
to protect their personal data

Saline aquaculture potential in Pakistan to 
boost blue economy, sustainable livelihoods

Rana Tanveer emphasizes on making JWG  
operational to coordinate Pak-Saudi collaboration

ATTOCK (APP): Services and Gen-
eral Administration Department, 
Government of Punjab, has issued a 
notification for the promotion of Raja 
Muhammad Saleem to the 18th grade 

and appointed him as Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner (General) Attock. 
Previously, he has served as Assistant 
Commissioner in Hazro, Fateh Jang 
and DMO Attock.

MULTAN (APP): The Nishtar Medical 
University (NMU) on Thursday held a 
White Coat Ceremony (WCC), a ritual 
in some schools of medicine and oth-
er health-related fields that marks the 
student’s transition from the study of 
pre-clinical to clinical health science. 
Vice Chancellor (VC) Dr Rana Altaf 
Ahmad was the chief guest on the oc-
casion while Dr Mahnaz Khakwani, 
Dr Iftikhar Hussain Khan, Dr khaid 
Hussain, Dr Azam Khan and others 
were in attendance besides a good 
number of jubilant parents. During 

the ceremony, senior faculty members 
along with NMU VC distributed the 
white coats among MBBS first-year 
students. Whereas, the oath from the 
students was administered by Dr Ah-
mad wherein they pledged to serve the 
ailing humanity with honesty and ded-
ication. Addressing the WCC, NMU 
VC, Dr Rana Ataf extended facilitation 
to new students and expressed his best 
wishes for their future. He urged them 
to devote themselves to education and 
conducting research aimed at serving 
mankind.

FAISALABAD (APP): City Police Of-
ficer (CPO) Syed Ali Nasir Rizvi said 
the protection of lives and property 
was the prime responsibility of the 
police department. Presiding over a 
meeting here on Thursday, he said 
that the dolphin force was utilizing 
its professional capabilities to control 
crimes through effective planning, 
setting up pickets and patrolling in 
the district. He said that a crackdown 
by dolphin forces was underway to 
discourage criminals and protect 
the lives and property of the com-
mon man. The meeting was apprised 

about the performance of the force 
for last month. According to details, 
the dolphin force held 17 proclaimed 
offenders, 101 outlaws and recov-
ered weapons including pistols, rifles, 
guns, kalashnikovs, carbines, repeat-
er guns, revolvers and bullets from 
them. The force seized hashish, her-
oin, opium, ice, and liquor during 61 
raids conducted in various parts of the 
district. Atleast 44 accused involved 
in theft and robberies were caught 
during the month of February. Cash, 
gold ornaments and cell phones were 
recovered from their possession.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Thursday underlined the 
need for inculcating the spirit of fast 
decision-making in bureaucracy to 
improve service delivery and achieve 
the desired goals well in time. He 
said that the slow decision-making 
process by the bureaucracy resulted 
in poor governance as well as ham-
pering the progress of the country. 
The President made these remarks 
while chairing a meeting of the 
Board of Governors of the Nation-
al School of Public Policy (NSPP), 
at Aiwan-e-Sadr. The meeting was 
attended by the Special Secretary 
Finance Division Awais Manzur 
Sumra, Special Secretary Establish-
ment Division, Asmat Tahira, Rector 
NSPP Dr Ijaz Munir, and Secretary 

of Executive Committee of BoG of 
NSPP Nadeem Mahbub. Members 
of BoG Javed Sadiq Malik, Muneer 
Kamal, Zaid bin Maqsood, Muham-
mad Hanif Channa, and Dr Hafeez 
Ahmad Jamali attended the meeting 
via video link. Speaking on the oc-
casion, the President underlined the 
need for imparting modern knowl-
edge and techniques to civil servants 
to ensure good governance and ef-
ficient service delivery. He asked 
the Rector of NSPP to inculcate the 
spirit of fast decision-making among 
the civil servants getting training at 
NSPP, besides adopting best interna-
tional training practices to improve 
the decision-making process as well 
as enhance the efficiency of the civil 
servants.

MULTAN (APP): Multan Police have 
launched “Human Resource Manage-
ment Information System” (HRMIS), 
a mobile application, enabling offi-
cials to submit their application for 
transfer, leave and other matters 
without visiting the concerned offic-
es. The personal data of each police 
official has been added to the appli-
cation making all related data avail-
able to the concerned officials. The 
police officials said that, initially, 12 
features have been introduced in the 
application including personal pro-
file, welfare, martyrs, punishment/

appeals, promotion, rewards, sala-
ry/allowance, pension, retirement, 
transfer/posting, leave and train-
ing. The families of police martyrs 
could also get benefits through the 
application including martyr claims, 
scholarships, dowry funds, medical 
charges and others. The City Police 
Officer (CPO) Mansoor-Ul-Haq Rana 
has directed all officials of the de-
partment to use this application and 
there was no need to visit offices. He 
said that all issues of the police offi-
cials would be resolved through the 
application.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Speaker Na-
tional Assembly Raja Pervaiz Ashraf, 
and Deputy Speaker Zahid Akram 
Durrani extended their warm con-
gratulations to the Baloch communi-
ty on their cultural day celebrations. 
In their separate messages on Thurs-
day, the Speaker and Deputy Speaker 
recognized the diverse and rich his-
tory of the Baloch community, which 
was embedded in traditions, beliefs 
and customs. They praised the Ba-
loch community for its contributions 
to the cultural diversity of Pakistan. 
They affirmed that the Baloch Cul-
ture Day was an opportunity to high-
light and celebrate the cultural diver-
sity that Pakistan has to offer. They 

reaffirmed the nation’s commitment 
to the preservation and promotion of 
cultural diversity and applauded the 
Baloch community’s diverse culture 
and recognized it as an integral part 
of Pakistan’s larger cultural heritage. 
The occasion being celebrated on 
March 2, provides an opportunity for 
the Baloch community to showcase 
their rich cultural traditions, includ-
ing their language, music, dance, 
and clothing. The Baloch community 
has a unique identity and has played 
a vital role in shaping Pakistan’s cul-
tural landscape. They emphasized 
the need to preserve and promote 
the cultural heritage of all communi-
ties living in Pakistan.

D.I.KHAN (APP): Newly appointed 
Regional Police Officer (RPO) Ab-
dul Ghafoor Afridi on Thursday vis-
ited the Ejaz Shaheed Police Lines 
Dera after assuming the charge of 
his office. District Police Officer of 
Dera Abdul Rauf Babar Qaiserani 
warmly welcomed the new RPO on 
his arrival at the police lines while 
a smartly dressed police contingent 
presented him a salute. The RPO 
laid wreaths on the memorial of 
martyrs and prayed for their high 
ranks. He also planted saplings in 
Police Lines Dera in connection 
with the plantation drive and prayed 
for the peace and security of the 

country. The RPO also paid a de-
tailed visit to Police Lines, DRC and 
District Police Office, Dera. While 
reviewing the security arrange-
ments, he issued instructions to the 
police officials regarding the clean-
ing and repair work of the internal 
and external parts of the buildings. 
He paid tribute to the sacrifices ren-
dered by the police martyrs, saying, 
“The regional peace and stability 
were intact because of the sacrifices 
of martyrs.”The Dera police would 
carry out its duties honestly and 
politely, he said and added that the 
menace of corruption would not be 
tolerated under any circumstances.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS) has distrib-
uted 247,586 hot meal packs under its 
“DASTAR KHAWAN” Project while 
31,474 family tents and 3,124 Individ-
uals were provided first aid services 
under the Monsoon Emergency Flood 
Response Operation 2022. According 
to PRCS data around 1,267,281 peo-
ple have been reached out across the 
country since August 2022. The PRCS 
also has provided 42,000 people with 
access to water, 493,488 to food items 

and 253,760 to health services during 
the period. It has been six months 
since Pakistan was hit by massive 
floods since then, people who lost 
their homes, livelihoods, and live-
stock due to the unprecedented flood-
ing have been living in dire need. Pa-
kistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS) 
has collaborated with the Internation-
al Federation of Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies to respond to the 
need of flood-affected populations of 
the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Database and Registration Authority 
(NADRA) has introduced the ‘Ijazat 
Aap Ki service’ that puts citizens in 
charge of their personal data. This 
cutting-edge service will enable citi-
zens to give their consent before ver-
ification of the CNIC, ensuring that 
their sensitive data is protected and 
secure at all times. NADRA guaran-
tees the confidentiality of citizens’ 
data by taking effective measures to 
protect it. Now, by giving citizens real 
and effective ownership and restrict-
ing unauthorized access, the author-
ity has taken an unprecedented step. 
Chairman NADRA Tariq Malik, while 
launching the service, said that con-

sent management was a digital mech-
anism in line with his vision to protect 
citizens’ privacy and strengthen data 
security. “Your data is your personal 
property, and just like your physical 
property, citizens are from now on-
wards empowered to control access 
and protect against misuse or unwar-
ranted use,” he said. From March 2, 
all verification transactions will re-
quire a 6-digit passcode sent to the 
citizen’s registered mobile number 
to seek their consent to proceed with 
data sharing. The pin number will be 
presented for authentication and will 
be deemed as the citizen’s consent 
to get his/her ID number verification 
from NADRA.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The experts at a 
consultative workshop on Thursday 
said the saline aquaculture in the sa-
linity-affected districts of Sindh and 
Punjab has huge potential in boost-
ing the blue economy and sustainable 
livelihoods along Southern Indus Ba-
sin. There was tremendous scope for 
saline aquaculture in Pakistan as an 
alternative form of livelihood for farm-
ers dealing with increasing levels of 
salinity, and to address food security 
and malnutrition in the country. To 
date, there has not been a comprehen-
sive assessment of the current state 
and potential of the saline aquaculture 
sector in Pakistan, this was the crux 
of the discussion during the national 
stakeholder consultative workshop 
titled “Opportunities for Brackish and 
Saline aquaculture in Southern Pun-
jab and Sindh” organised by the Inter-

national Water Management Institute 
(IWMI). In this context, International 
Water Management Institute (IWMI) 
Pakistan in partnership with World-
Fish is implementing opportunities for 
saline aquaculture in Pakistan proj-
ect, with funding from the Australian 
Centre for International Agricultur-
al Research (ACIAR). Speaking on 
the occasion, Acting Australian High 
Commissioner, Damien Donavan said, 
“Australia and Pakistan share common 
problems related to climate change, 
including increased dependence on 
poor groundwater and accelerated 
salinity levels. This is a collective na-
tional and global problem. Ultimately, 
the aim of this project is to help at-risk 
poor farming communities and secure 
livelihoods in Pakistan. Australia will 
continue to support Pakistan for this 
important venture.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minis-
ter for Federal Education and Profes-
sional Training, Rana Tanveer Hus-
sain here on Thursday emphasized 
on operationalization of the Joint 
Working Group (JWG) on Education 
and Professional Training to over-
see, pursue and coordinate the entire 
collaboration between Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia. The operationalization 
of JWG will help enhance coopera-
tion between the two countries, he 
said during a meeting with the Saudi 
Ambassador to Pakistan, Mr. Nawaf 
bin Said Al-Malki. Speaking on the 
occasion, the minister stated that 
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was 
extremely close to the hearts of the 
people of Pakistan. He emphasized 
the importance of the relationship 
between Pakistan and Saudi Ara-

bia. The minister highlighted the 
brotherly relations between the two 
countries and praised the hospitality 
shown to Pakistanis by the people 
of Saudi Arabia. Rana Tanveer said 
that his ministry had submitted a 
comprehensive proposal for the up-
lift of National Skills University and 
establishment of another multifacet-
ed skill entity in Pakistan with Sau-
di assistance as agreed between the 
two countries on his last visit to KSA. 
Rana Tanveer highlighted the issue 
of non-recognition of degrees of 
Virtual University and Allama Iqbal 
Open University by the Saudi Higher 
Education System. The minister was 
briefed that the Saudi authorities do 
not recognize distance learning but 
was assured that they will formulate 
a strategy to address this issue.
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“Smart Future Technologies signs an MOU with Huawei Technologies 
Pakistan for Developing Innovative ICT Infrastructure Solutions”

Japanese firms’ pretax profits drop for 1st time in 8 quarters on
soaring energy, raw material costs

S. Korea’s institutional investment in foreign securities falls in 2022

China’s central bank continues to add liquidity via reverse repos

STC Group, Shareek Program sign agreement to link Saudi Arabia via
submarine cables

Aramco acquires Valvoline’s global products business for US$2.65 Billion

Tokyo shares open higher

Asian markets mixed as US rate saga plays against China reopening

FBR surpasses budgetary target for February 2023

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Smart 
Future Technologies (SFT) team 
led by Head of Smart Technologies 
FHDL, Brigadier (Retired) Arshad 
Kayani visited the Huawei Office in 
Islamabad on 24th February, 2023 
for MOU Signing between the two 
companies. Smart Future Technolo-
gies PVT Limited (SFT) is a partner 
company of Habib Rafique Group 
Pvt. Limited (HRL Group) & Fu-
ture Development Holdings (FDH) 
for Smart Cities projects like Cap-
ital Smart City and Lahore Smart 
City etc. Their systems deployed in 

“Smart Cities” connect people, things 
and processes to eventually permit 
our habitats to ensure quality living.  
Both SFT & Huawei teams look for-
ward to working on key projects to-
gether going forward, with a focus 
on the Smart Community projects 
in Pakistan, where SFT Pakistan is 

the developer and Huawei is the lead 
technology OEM. Both the parties 
will cooperate on Smart Destination 
development across architectural 
planning and construction execu-
tion phases by harnessing key tech-
nologies such as Cloud Computing, 
Big Data, AI, Data Center Network, 
Storage, and Servers, Data Center 
Facility, Intelligent Security Surveil-
lance System and Solar Energy, etc. 
Furthermore both companies will 
work in close coordination on latest 
updates and development in smart 
technologies. 

TOKYO (APP): Japanese firms’ pre-
tax profits declined 2.8 per cent from 
a year earlier in the October to De-
cember period, the government said 
in a report on Thursday. The reading 
marked the first drop in eight quarters, 
with the decline owing to soaring costs 
for energy and raw materials inflated 
by a weak yen, with manufacturing 
firms involved in these materials un-

able to completely offset their rising 
costs to consumers. For all sectors, 
the data showed pretax profits totaled 
22.38 trillion Yen (164.13 billion U.S. 
Dollars) for the October-December 
quarter, the second-highest on record 
for the period. Capital expenditure by 
both manufacturers and non-manu-
facturers in the recording period rose, 
the data showed, increasing 7. 7 per 

cent to 12.44 trillion yen. This marked 
the seventh successive quarter of in-
crease, according to the government’s 
latest data. A rise in capital expendi-
ture can boost the economy as Japa-
nese companies are producing more 
machinery to meet rising demands 
from overseas markets. A drop in such 
expenditure, meanwhile, can have the 
reverse effect.

SEOUL (Agencies): South Korea’s 
institutional investment in foreign se-
curities, including stocks and bonds, 
logged the biggest fall in 14 years 
last year on higher bond yields and 
lower stock prices, central bank data 
showed on Thursday. Outstanding in-
vestment in foreign securities by local 
financial institutions came to 365.29 
billion U.S. dollars at the end of De-
cember 2022, down by 42.37 billion 

dollars from a year earlier, according 
to the Bank of Korea (BOK). It marked 
the fastest decrease since 2008 as rap-
id interest rate hikes in major econ-
omies fueled worries about global 
economic downturn. The institutional 
holdings of foreign bonds dwindled 
by 24.3 billion dollars from a year ear-
lier to 163.84 billion dollars at the end 
of December as higher bond yields 
increased the mark-to-market losses. 

The ownership of foreign stocks de-
clined by 9.67 billion dollars to 173.17 
billion dollars last year amid grow-
ing worries about global economic 
slump. The institutional holdings of 
Korean Paper, which refers to the 
foreign currency-denominated bonds 
issued overseas by local institutions 
and companies, shrank by 8.4 billion 
dollars to 28.28 billion dollars in the 
cited year.

ISLAMABAD(Agencies): China’s 
central bank continued to inject 
funds into the financial system 
through open market operations on 
Thursday. The People’s Bank of Chi-
na said on its website that it has con-

ducted 73 billion yuan (about 10.6 
billion U.S. dollars) of seven-day 
reverse repos at an interest rate of 2 
percent. The move is aimed at keep-
ing liquidity reasonable and ample 
in the banking system, according to 

the central bank. A reverse repo is 
a process in which the central bank 
purchases securities from commer-
cial banks through bidding, with an 
agreement to sell them back in the 
future.

RIYADH (APP): STC Group, the 
leading digital enabler in the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia and the re-
gion, has signed an agreement with 
Shareek Program “Center of the 
Partnership Enhancement Program 
with the Private Sector” to boost the 
Kingdom’s status as a digital hub 
and a reliable destination for data 
traffic in the region. It also signed 
an agreement with the Ministry of 

Investment in the field of the sub-
marine cable (EMC) project. EMC 
emphasized the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s status as a leading digital 
hub, and will encourage more in-
vestments in the field of communi-
cations, information technology and 
cloud computing, keeping pace with 
the expected growth in data traffic 
and ensuring the smooth supply of 
digital data worldwide. EMC project 

comes as part of the strategic digital 
transformation plan for the region, 
which facilitates the flow of data 
at the regional and global levels by 
taking advantage of STC’s digital 
infrastructure. The STC group seeks 
to contribute to attracting global in-
vestments, such as cloud service 
providers and content delivery net-
works, to achieve the Kingdom’s 
digital goals across various sectors. 

DHAHRAN (APP): The Saudi Arabian 
Oil Company (“Aramco”) has complet-
ed through a wholly owned subsidi-
ary, the acquisition of Valvoline Inc. 
(NYSE: VVV), affiliated with US global 
products business for US$2.65 billion. 
Under this acquisition, which comes 
after the two companies signed the 
share purchase agreement announced 

on August 1, 2022, Saudi Aramco aims 
to become one of the most promi-
nent integrated brands in the world 
in the field of lubricants. Also, under 
the deal, Saudi Aramco will own the 
brand (Valvoline) in connection with 
its product business, while (Valvoline) 
will own the brand in connection with 
its retail services business, and Saudi 

Aramco and Valvoline plan to work to-
gether to further spread ownership of 
the (Valvoline) brand globally. Head-
quartered in Lexington, Kentucky, Val-
voline Global Operations will continue 
to be a global leader in automotive 
and industrial solutions, creating fu-
ture-ready products and best-in-class 
services for partners around the world. 

TOKYO (APP) :Tokyo stocks opened 
higher on Thursday despite overnight 
falls of US tech shares, with investors 
keeping a firm eye on US inflation. 
The benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
rose 0.19 percent, or 50.93 points, 
to 27,567.46 in early trade, while the 
broader Topix index added 0.18 per-
cent, or 3.54 points, to 2,001.35. The 

moderate start came after the tech-
rich Nasdaq ended lower overnight, 
and the Dow managed to gain just 
0.016 percent after a choppy ses-
sion. Renewed hopes for the Chinese 
economy supported the global mar-
ket after strong manufacturing data 
boosted Chinese shares and the Yuan, 
analysts said. “Global stock market 

turmoil might not be here to stay,” Ed-
ward Moya of Oanda said in a note. 
“Chinese stocks might get a boost as 
earnings season heats up, with many 
companies having improving out-
looks.” Tokyo shares have also seen 
support from strong foreign markets 
as well as hopes for a further recovery 
of Japan’s domestic demand.

HONG KONG (Agencies): Stocks were 
mixed in Asia on Thursday after the 
previous day’s rally but trading was sub-
dued as Federal Reserve interest rate 
hike worries returned to the agenda with 
two top officials warning more tighten-
ing will be needed to slay inflation. The 
region enjoyed a much-needed day in 
the sun Wednesday after forecast-bust-

ing Chinese factory data reinforced opti-
mism the world’s number two economy 
will bounce back strongly this year as 
it emerges from its pandemic isolation. 
However, the long-running saga over 
prices, borrowing costs and recession 
speculation returned to the fore in US 
trading. The S&P 500 and Nasdaq 
closed in the red after the comments 

from Fed policymakers Raphael Bostic 
and Neel Kashkari, which pointed to 
rates going higher than feared and for 
an extended period. Atlanta Fed chief 
Bostic warned they could go well above 
five percent, adding that once inflation 
had come down to the bank’s two per-
cent target officials should not loosen 
policy too soon.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal 
Board of Revenue (FBR) has col-
lected Rs 527.3 billion against the 
budgetary target of Rs 527 billion 
during the month of February 2023.  
This shows a growth of 16.3 per-
cent as compared to the collection 
of the same month of last year, 

said a press release issued here on 
Wednesday. Cumulatively, FBR has 
collected Rs 4,493 billion in the first 
eight months of the current finan-
cial year against Rs 3,820 billion 
was collected in the correspond-
ing period of last year depicting 
a year-over-year growth of 18%.  

FBR continues to show impres-
sive performance during the third 
quarter of the current financial 
year which displays its unwavering 
commitment towards achieving the 
revised upward annual budgetary 
target of Rs 7,641 billion despite 
economic challenges.

Business leaders answerable to help communities 
by taking experience into the social sector

European stock market closes lower

British stock market closes lower

Chinese yuan strengthens to 6.8808 against 
USD Thursday

Pak delegation to visit Ethiopia on March 5 to 
explore new market

U.S. dollar dips as euro rises

US drugmaker Eli Lilly says slashing insulin prices

ISLAMABAD (APP): The SquarePeg, 
a leading women-led digital mar-
keting agency, remained the cen-
tre of attention at ITCN Asia 2023 
which served as inspiration for other 
women leaders and professionals. 
 An information technology and tele-
com show that was recently held at 
the Pak-China friendship centre, 
with massive footfall, and provided 
an outstanding opportunity for the 
entire tech ecosystem of Pakistan. 
 The SquarePeg with a diverse 
culture that encourages innova-
tion and creativity was passionate 
about empowering and support-
ing women in the tech industry.  
 People from all walks of life took 
great interest in the company’s 
booth, they learned more about their 
services, met their team, and ex-
plored how the agency helps other 

businesses thrive in the digital age. 
 At the occasion, Zunaira Omar, 
founder of The SquarePeg said 
that more women representa-
tion with creative and innovative 
minds is needed in this growing 
sector and we aim to work toward 
a healthier and more just world. 
 “We believe in inclusiveness to drive 
innovation and growth, and we are 
committed to building lasting relation-
ships with our partners,” said Qanai-
ta Mehmood, Senior Project Expert. 
Founder President IWCCI Samina 
Fazil and members of the trade body 
also visited the expo to support the ini-
tiatives of the women entrepreneurs. 
 Business leaders should be answer-
ing more calls to address some of the 
most pressing issues and help com-
munities by taking their experience 
into the social sector.

CAPITALS (APP): European stocks 
fell, affected by fears raised by eco-
nomic data about the possibility of 
continuing to raise interest rates for a 
longer period, as investors await the 
minutes of the Federal Reserve meet-
ing (the US central bank). The Euro-
pean STOXX 600 index closed down 
0.3 per cent, with the focus shifting to 
the minutes of the US Central Bank 

meeting, which may give an indica-
tion about the path of tightening mon-
etary policy in the United States. The 
banking sector index fell 1.6 per cent, 
retreating from its highest level in one 
year, which it achieved in the previous 
session. The basic resources sector 
index fell 2.1 per cent, while the ener-
gy sector shares fell 1.3 per cent with 
the decline in commodity prices.

LONDON (APP): London Stock Ex-
change’s main index, “FTSE 100”, 
ended its trading lower. The index 
- which includes the 100 largest 

companies on the London Stock Ex-
change - decreased by 0.59%, equiva-
lent to 47.12 points, to reach the level 
of 7930.63 points.

BEIJING (APP): The central parity 
rate of the Chinese Currency ren-
minbi, or the yuan, strengthened 
592 pips to 6.8808 against the U.S. 
Dollar Thursday, according to the 
China Foreign Exchange Trade 
System. In China’s spot foreign ex-
change market, the Yuan is allowed 

to rise or fall by 2 percent from the 
central parity rate each trading day. 
The central parity rate of the yuan 
against the U.S. dollar is based on 
a weighted average of prices offered 
by market makers before the open-
ing of the interbank market each 
business day.

MULTAN (APP): A Pakistani busi-
ness community delegation was 
scheduled to pay a five-day visit to 
Ethiopia from March 5 in order to 
explore the new market and enhance 
bilateral trade. Multan Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) 
president Mian Rashid Iqbal talking 
to APP here on Thursday said that 
the 100-members business-related 
delegation would visit Ethiopia at 
the invitation of the Ethiopian gov-
ernment. He said that the ministry 
of commerce and Finance has orga-
nized a business tour to find out new 

ways of increasing export. He said 
that the members of various cham-
bers across the country including 
Multan chamber were included in 
the visit. The delegation would meet 
with the Ethiopian prime minister, 
the chamber of commerce Ethio-
pia, the economic zone and other 
places during its five days visit and 
would return back on March 10. He 
hoped that the business community 
delegation visit would be helpful to 
enhance the export of various items 
and import of high-quality tea and 
other items from Ethiopia.

NEW YORK (APP): The U.S. Dol-
lar fell in late trading on Wednes-
day, amid strength in the euro. The 
dollar index, which measures the 
greenback against six major peers, 
slid 0.37 percent to 104.4849. The 
euro, the largest component of the 
index, rallied, after data released 
Wednesday showed German infla-
tion remained elevated. In late New 
York trading, the euro rose to 1.0656 
U.S. Dollars from 1. 0582 dollars in 
the previous session, and the British 

pound was down to 1.2014 U.S. dol-
lars from 1.2054 dollars in the previ-
ous session. The U.S. dollar bought 
136.15 Japanese yen, higher than 
136.11 Japanese Yen of the previous 
session. The U.S. dollar was down 
to 0.9402 Swiss francs from 0.9406 
Swiss francs, and it was down 
to 1.3608 Canadian dollars from 
1.3629 Canadian dollars. The U.S. 
dollar was down to 10.4427 Swedish 
Kronor from 10.4501 Swedish Kro-
nor.

NEW YORK (Agencies): US phar-
maceutical giant Eli Lilly announced 
Wednesday it would cut the cost of 
its insulin by 70 percent, with Pres-
ident Joe Biden calling on others to 
follow suit to tackle soaring drug 
prices. Manufacturers have rat-
cheted up insulin prices in recent 
years, hitting millions of Americans 
living with diabetes -- and drawing 
sharp political criticism. “Insulin 
costs less than $10 to make, but 
Americans are sometimes forced to 
pay over $300 for it. It’s flat wrong,” 
Biden said in a statement. He hailed 
Eli Lilly’s price cut as “huge news.” 
“It’s time for other manufacturers 
to follow,” Biden added. Indianapo-
lis-based Lilly announced a series of 
steps to rein in prices of the life-sav-
ing drug, such as capping out-of-
pocket costs at $35 per month for 

people with insurance. “Lilly is 
taking these actions to make it eas-
ier to access Lilly insulin and help 
Americans who may have difficulty 
navigating a complex health care 
system,” the drugmaker said in a 
statement. While the $35 cap takes 
effect immediately, other measures 
will be implemented in the course of 
2023. A centerpiece is the 70 percent 
price drop in Humalog, Lilly’s most 
commonly prescribed insulin. The 
incidence of diabetes in the United 
States in adults has doubled over the 
last 20 years, afflicting 37.3 million 
people, according to the US Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention. 
Insulin prices have soared in the 
country, with the drug costing over 
eight times more than in 32 compa-
rable high-income countries, a 2020 
Rand Corporation study found.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Though you’re in a great 
mood, you may find that some peo-
ple are harder to get along with. 
Friction could develop even be-
tween you and your best friend, but 
the situation won’t last too long.
– TAURUS: Somehow you’ve got 
to reach out to those people who 
disagree with you even if it means 
starting an argument! You know 
you’re in the right, so it’s not that 
big a deal, but it might be hard at 
first. 
– GEMINI: You’re having much 
more fun debating the finer points 
of the issues than reaching any 
conclusions, and the process is just 
as important as the product in this 
case!
– CANCER: It’s a good day to waste 
money, though it will only seem like 
a waste to those on the outside! Your 
extravagance feels like a necessi-
ty to you and should be treated as 
such. Live it up!
– LEO: Now is the time to make your 
move. You’ve got all the confidence 
you need, and you might find that all 

it takes is a little extra bluster to see 
you through. Things could get really 
interesting.
– VIRGO: Keep a lid on the chatter 
today, especially if the folks around 
you are trying to outdo each other. 
It’s too tempting to jump right in, 
but boasting isn’t your strong suit, 
especially on a day like today.
– LIBRA: It’s not the best time for 
solo activities. Try to get out and mix 
it up as much as possible. Things are 
still getting kind of nutty around the 
fringes, but that’s just where you 
want to be!
– SCORPIO: Ego conflicts could 
rock your world today, though you 
may not take part yourself. Watch 
out for signs of unchecked self-ab-
sorption, and try to make sure that 
the worst of it is contained.
– SAGITTARIUS: More than a lot of 
other people, you enjoy traveling, 
and right now you’d like to get as far 
away as possible! It’s a good time to 
hit the road or at least to book tick-
ets for a trip soon.
– CAPRICORN: You’re facing chal-
lenges that might almost seem un-
fair at first, but you buckle down 
and start to deal with them one by 
one. Soon you impress all but the 
harshest of critics!
– ACQUARIUS: You crave indepen-
dence, and today brings it in a new 
form. It may be a little scary, but it 
should be equally invigorating. Get 
ready for all the responsibilities that 
come with the new situation!
– PISCES: Today demands more 
focus than usual, and you should 
try to make sure that you’re able 
to keep your mind on your work or 
whatever else it is that you’ve got to 
keep careful track of.
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Marseille dumped out of French Cup by second division Annecy

McIlroy Hails PGA Tour’s New-look Plan As ‘compelling Product’

Liverpool tame Wolves to climb into top six

LA County to pay $29 mn to Kobe Bryant’s widow over crash photos

PARIS (AFP/APP): Marseille were 
dumped out of the French Cup in the 
quarter-finals in sensational fashion on 
Wednesday as the tournament favou-
rites lost 7-6 on penalties at home to 
second-division outsiders Annecy after 
a 2-2 draw at the Velodrome. OM were 
strongly fancied to go all the way and 
win the competition after beating Paris 
Saint-Germain in the previous round, 
but instead they went out against op-
ponents who had never previously 
reached the quarter-finals. Jordan 
Veretout had Marseille in front at half-
time after opening the scoring on his 

30th birthday, but Annecy equalised 
early in the second half through young 
Ivorian striker Moise Sahi. Defender 
Kevin Mouanga then headed Annecy 
in front, and the home side squandered 
a chance to equalise when Alexis San-

chez had a penalty saved, a spot-kick 
that had been awarded for handball fol-
lowing a VAR check.Yet Marseille, the 
10-time French Cup winners, did equal-
ise in the 96th minute when a cross 
by teenage substitute Francois Regis 
Mughe sailed into the net to the delight 
of the home fans. With no extra time 
before the final, that meant penalties, 
but it was Annecy, sitting in mid-table in 
Ligue 2, who prevailed in sudden death 
when Marseille’s Leonardo Balerdi put 
the crucial kick wide. “That was great! 
This is why we do this job,” said the An-
necy coach, Laurent Guyot.

MIAMI (AFP/APP): The PGA Tour 
unveiled its new-look structure for the 
2024 season featuring eight “designat-
ed events” with elite fields, no cut and 
increased prize money hailed by Rory 
McIlroy as producing a “compelling 
product.” The move follows discus-
sions between the tour and top players 
such as McIlroy and Tiger Woods in 
the wake of the emergence of the rival, 
Saudi-backed, LIV Golf tour. “These 
smaller, designated event fields will not 

only deliver substantial, can’t-miss tour-
naments to our fans at important inter-
vals throughout the season, but they 

will also enhance the quality of full-field 
events,” PGA Tour Commissioner Jay 
Monahan said in a memo to tour mem-
bers. “Together, this approach provides 
a schedule that is cohesive, compelling, 
consequential and with clarity for fans, 
players and sponsors alike,” he added. 
Fields will be restricted to 70-78 players 
drawn from the top ranked on the pre-
vious year’s tour points list along with 
those in the best form in that year’s 
campaign.

LIVERPOOL (AFP/APP): Liverpool 
moved into the Premier League’s top 
six as goals from Virgil van Dijk and 
Mohamed Salah deepened Wolves’ 
relegation fears with a 2-0 defeat at An-
field. Jurgen Klopp’s men were again 
far from the force of recent seasons, but 
have now taken 10 points from a possi-
ble 12 in their last four league games to 
remain in the hunt for a top-four finish. 
The Reds close to within six points of 
fourth-placed Tottenham with a game 

in hand over Spurs still to come. Wolves 
remain just three points above the rele-
gation zone in 15th as the visitors were 
made to pay once more for the lack of 

a goal threat going forward. A fourth 
meeting between the sides in less than 
two months bred boredom rather than 
contempt for the first 45 minutes. Har-
vey Elliott headed wide the best chance 
of the opening half and then tested 
Jose Sa with a drive from outside the 
box. One week on from Liverpool’s 
record-equalling home European de-
feat in a 5-2 humiliation at the hands of 
Real Madrid, there was far less to get 
the crowd at Anfield off their feet.

LOS ANGELES (AFP/APP) Los An-
geles County has agreed to pay the 
widow of Kobe Bryant nearly $29 
million after first responders shared 
gruesome photos of the helicopter 
crash that killed the NBA superstar. 
Bryant, the couple’s teenage daugh-
ter Gianna, and seven others died 
when their chopper smashed into a 
hillside near Los Angles in January 
2020. Sheriff’s deputies and firefight-
ers who rushed to the scene snapped 

pictures of the carnage, including the 
mangled remains of the Los Ange-
les Lakers legend and his daughter. 

Bryant’s widow Vanessa sued for 
emotional damages over the pictures, 
which she feared would one day 
surface on the internet. Los Angeles 
County has now agreed to pay $28.85 
million to settle all crash-related liti-
gation. “Today marks the successful 
culmination of Mrs. Bryant’s cou-
rageous battle to hold accountable 
those who engaged in this grotesque 
conduct,” Vanessa Bryant’s attorney 
Luis Li said in a statement.

Martinelli stars as leaders Arsenal crush  
Everton to go five points clear

Women’s sport a winner as money pours into 
India Cicket League

Osasuna earn narrow advantage over Athletic 
in Copa semi

LONDON (AFP/APP): Gabriel Mar-
tinelli starred as Arsenal moved five 
points clear at the top of the Premier 
League with a 4-0 rout of struggling 
Everton on Wednesday. Bukayo Saka 
broke Everton’s stubborn resistance 
late in the first half before Brazilian 
forward Martinelli doubled Arsenal’s 
lead at the Emirates Stadium. Martin 
Odegaard bagged the third and Mar-
tinelli wrapped up Arsenal’s biggest 
victory since October on a night that 
could serve as another landmark mo-
ment in their surge towards the title. 
It was essential for Mikel Arteta’s 
side to win their game in hand on sec-
ond-placed Manchester City as the ti-

tle race approaches its climax. With 13 
games left, the victory keeps Arsenal 
in pole position to win the title for the 
first time since Arsene Wenger’s ‘In-
vincibles’ in 2003-04. “Once we scored 
the first goal, the game unlocked. We 
needed a magic moment and Bukayo 
produced that. After that we grew and 
deserved to win the game,” Arteta said.

MUMBAI (AFP/APP): India’s inaugu-
ral Women’s Premier League cricket 
has generated hundreds of millions 
of dollars even before a ball is bowled 
on Saturday, with experts calling it a 
game-changing moment for women’s 
sport. The Twenty20 tournament’s 
five debut franchises together sold 
for nearly $200 million -- more than 
the eight founding teams of the men’s 
Indian Premier League in 2008. To-
gether with media rights for the first 
five seasons, the WPL has already 

earned India’s cricket board a shade 
under $700 million, making it the sec-
ond most valuable domestic women’s 
sport competition globally after US 
professional basketball. “That’s an 
unprecedented amount of investment 
into the women’s game,” James Sav-
age of the Deloitte Sports Business 
Group told AFP. “That level of invest-
ment has come around because of the 
huge growth potential.” The Board of 
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
is betting big on the WPL and wom-
en’s sport is attracting higher levels of 
viewership, media coverage, TV rights 
and sponsorships globally. More than 
86,000 people watched the 2020 Wom-
en’s T20 World Cup final at the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground between hosts 
Australia and India, the highest ever 
for a women’s cricket match.

PAMPLONA (AFP/APP): Ez Abde’s 
fine solo goal earned Osasuna a slim 
1-0 Copa del Rey semi-final first leg 
win over Athletic Bilbao on Wednes-
day. The on-loan Barcelona winger 
burst into the box early in the sec-
ond half and drilled home superb-
ly to separate the teams in an even 
clash at El Sadar. Osasuna, who last 
reached the semi-finals 18 years ago, 
eventually losing in the final against 
Real Betis, will take a narrow lead to 
the San Mames for the second leg on 
April 4. Athletic have won the cup 23 
times, more than any other side apart 
from Barcelona, and were playing in 
the semi-finals for the fourth consec-
utive season. However, the last time 
they won the competition was back 

in 1984, and the Basque side have 
lost six times in finals since then. “It 
was a very even game, and that start 
to the second half and moment of 
genius from Abde gives us a little ad-
vantage,” said Osasuna coach Jagoba 
Arrasate. “In general the two teams 
neutralised each other well, and there 
weren’t many opportunities.” Ernesto 
Valverde brought defender Inigo Mar-
tinez into the Athletic starting line-up 
after injury, for his first appearance 
since November. Abde, who scored 
the winner in Osasuna’s 3-2 win over 
Sevilla in La Liga last weekend, fizzed 
an early deflected strike wide of the 
far post. At the other end Inaki Wil-
liams finished well but his goal was 
disallowed for a clear offside.
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Raza, Rauf, Rashid help Qalandars down Gladiators
LAHORE (APP): A defiant knock of 
71 not out, raw pace of Haris Rauf 
and guile of Rashid Khan helped La-
hore Qalandars defend par total to 
beat Quetta Gladiators by 17 runs 
and consolidate their top position on 
the points table with 10 points from 
6 matches in the HBL PSL 8 here at 
the Gaddadi Stadium on Thursday 
night. Sikandar Raza, player of the 
match, had rescued Lahore Qaland-
ars from the gallows after they were 
restricted to 50-7 in the 10th over of 
their innings by Quetta Gladiators 
after Sarfraz Ahmed won the toss 
and opted to bowl in overcast condi-
tion with rain forecast for the night.
Ace Zimbabwe all-rounder Sikan-
dar Raza and Rashid Khan played 
from their skins and notched up a 
partnership of 69 runs from 39 balls 
for the eighth wicket and provided 
some respectability to the team to-
tal. Sikandar Raza hit three lofty 6s 
and eight boundaries in his unbeat-
en knock of 71 runs while Rashid 
Khan hit 21 runs off 20 runs. Glad-
iators looked all set to chase down 
the par total of 148 runs as Yasir 
Khan and Will Smeed played fluent-
ly against the pace trio of Shaheen 
Shah Afridi, Haris Rauf and Zaman 
Khan and provided an opening 
stand of 53 runs in the power-play 
but the Gladiators lost their way 
as Rashid Khan, David Wiese and 
Haris Rauf put brakes through their 
economical bowling. Gladiators lost 
three quick wickets for six runs in 
the next four overs and were pre-
cariously placed at 62-3 by the close 
of 10th over. Their fortunes did not 
improve as Qalandars’ bowlers sti-
fled the Gladiators batters for runs 
and restricted them to 97-5 by the 
close of 15th overs. Will Smeed 32 
(25) was the highest run-getter for 
Gladiators while Sarfraz Ahmed re-
mained unbeaten on 27 (28) balls. 
Martin Guptill 15 (20), Odean Smith 
11 (9), Mohammad Hafeez 2 (7), 
Iftikhar Ahmed 3 (5) and Moham-

mad Nawaz 4 (6) could never play 
freely and fell one after the other as 
the Qalnadars did not look to make 
a mistake before a partisan home 
crowd. It was third night on the trot 
that the Gaddafi stadium witnessed 
a house full after as many matches at 
the cricket headquarters of the PCB. 
Gladiators needed 52 runs in the 
last five overs with Sarfraz Ahmed 
and Odean Smith at the crease but 
Haris Rauf bowled with venom 
and accuracy to claim two wickets 
of Odean Smith and Muhammad 
Nawaz in 12 ball to annihilate all 
hopes of a victory for Gladiators.
Haris Rauf was the most success-
ful bowler for the Qalandars who 
claimed three wickets for 22 runs in 
four overs while Rashid Khan was 
the most economical bowler as he 
grabbed two wickets for mere 14 
runs in his quota of four overs. The 
other notable performer was Davis 
Wiese who conceded 22 runs for the 
prized scalp of Martin Guptil 15 (20) 
in four wicket-less overs. Shaheen 
Shah Afridi and Zaman Khan went 
wicketless and conceded 35 and 29 
runs from their four and three overs 
respectively. Sikandar Raza bowled 
one over for six runs. Earlier, Sar-
fraz Ahmed’s decision to bowl after 

winning the toss paid rich dividends 
when the Gladiators pace quartet of 
Naseem Shah, Naveenul Haq, Ode-
an Smith’s and Umaid Asif rattled 
the Lahore Qalandars batting line-
up. Lahore Qalandars lost the script 
in the very first over of the match 
when Fakhar Zaman was run out 
through brilliant fielding by Umaid 
Asif who was playing his first game 
of the HBL PSL 8. Umaid Asif also 
accounted for the wicket of opener 
Tahir Baig in his first and third of 
the innings. Lahore Qalandars bat-
ting line-up proved house of cards 
as their seven wickets fell for mere 
50 runs. Naveenul Haq, also playing 
his first match of the PSL 8, Naseem 
Shah, Odean Smith, Umaid Asif 
and Muhammad Nawaz shared four 
wickets among themselves while 
three batters were run out. Only 
four Batters could score double-fig-
ure runs for Lahore Qalandars in-
cluding Abdullah Shafique 15 (14), 
Rashid Khan 21 (20), Sikandar Raza 
71 (34) not out while Shaheen Shah 
Afridi hit run a ball 16 runs. Mirza 
Baig, Sam Billings and David Wiese 
scored 2 runs each, Fakhar Zaman 
4 runs, Hussain Talat 6 runs while 
Haris Rauf and Zaman Khan could 
not score any runs.
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Is biodegradable better? Making sense of ‘compostable’ plastics
PARIS (AFP/APP): Bacardi rum bot-
tles, Skittles sweet wrappers, designer 
water bottles -- a bevy of companies 
are developing biodegradable plastic 
packaging they say is better for the 
environment than traditional plastics. 
While experts agree we should use less 
plastic in any form, some say as long 
as plastics are here to stay, we should 
be using degradable materials -- and 
also pushing governments to help us 
dispose of them. But amid confusion 
about what is or isn’t biodegradable, 
and in the absence of proper disposal 
facilities, some fear these “magical” 
solutions could lead to further envi-
ronmental havoc and even encourage 
more wasteful consumption. “People 
tend to believe they’re contributing to 
the protection of the planet while buy-
ing these products, but it’s not at all the 
case,” Gaelle Haut, EU affairs coordi-
nator at Surfrider Foundation Europe, 
told AFP. Synthetic petrochemical plas-
tics can linger in the environment for 
hundreds of years. Biodegradable plas-
tics generally break down quicker but 
they do need to be disposed of correct-
ly, whether it’s in an industrial compost 
facility or a home compost, Haut said. 
But most people don’t have access to 

such facilities, meaning biodegradable 
plastics generally end up in recycling 
centres or landfills -- or worse, the en-
vironment. From the United States to 
Europe to China, supermarket shelves 
are increasingly stocked with items 
packaged with “bioplastic” or “biode-
gradable”, “compostable” or “sustain-
able” plastics. Some companies even 
claim to have developed edible plas-
tics. Many governments don’t regulate 
such claims, and most consumers don’t 
know what they mean. Bacardi says 
its biodegradable bottle for spirits will 
hit the shelves this year. Confectionery 
giant Mars-Wrigley has announced the 
roll-out of biodegradable Skittles pack-
aging in the United States. And late last 
year, California start-up Cove launched 
what it said was the world’s first bio-
degradable plastic water bottle. None 
of the firms responded to requests for 
interviews. Several companies have 
emerged in recent years to help certify 
biodegradability claims and help con-
sumers make sense of the terminology. 
“There is a lot of confusion on the mar-
ket,” said Philippe Dewolfs, business 
manager at TUEV Austria, one of the 
world’s leading certifying agencies for 
biodegradable plastics, which is paid by 

companies to assess materials. Coun-
terintuitively, bio-based plastics are not 
necessarily compostable or biodegrad-
able, he said. These plastics contain at 
least some biomass feedstock like corn, 
potato starch, wood pulp or sugarcane 
-- but may also contain fossil fuel-de-
rived materials. Conversely, biodegrad-
able plastics may contain no biomass, 
but are designed to break down into 
CO2, water and biomass -- usually in 
an industrial or home compost facility. 
Compostable items can either break 
down in industrial or home compost. 
In some cases they may biodegrade 
in landfill, but it depends on moisture, 
microorganisms, and the composition 
of the product. In November, the Euro-

pean Commission proposed new rules 
on packaging to tackle waste and also 
clarify terms used to describe plastics 
presented as environmentally friendly. 
“Biodegradable plastics must be ap-
proached with caution,” it said. “They 
have their place in a sustainable future, 
but they need to be directed to specific 
applications where their environmental 
benefits and value for the circular econ-
omy are proven.” Some fear that con-
fusion could lead to littering, adding to 
the world’s plastic pollution problem. 
“You will think ‘okay, so if I forgot my 
biodegradable plastic bag in the forest 
after a picnic, it’s not a problem be-
cause it will be biodegraded sitting in 
nature’,” said Moira Tourneur, advo-

cacy manager at Zero Waste France. 
She said some consumers might not 
think twice about overconsuming bio-
degradable plastic products, believing 
they’re less polluting. “This is encour-
aging single plastic production,” she 
told AFP. Experts say consuming less 
plastic should be prioritised, opting for 
other materials such as glass or metal 
or reusing plastic as much as possible. 
Activists like Tourner say companies 
and governments should focus on stan-
dardising glass packaging for things 
like yoghurt and milk, so they can be 
returned to shops to be sterilised and 
reused. That could also help to reduce 
the mountains of plastic that end up 
in the environment every year, which 
break down into microparticles and 
enter our food chain ultimately to be 
ingested by humans and other animals. 
Microplastics have been found in soil, 
oceans, rivers, tap water and even in 
the blood, breast milk and placentas of 
humans. “They are eternal pollutants,” 
said Nathalie Gontard, research direc-
tor at France’s national agriculture re-
search institute (INRAE). “Once these 
particles are dispersed... it’s impossible 
to take them back and separate them,” 
she added. “It’s too late.”

Tech rivals chase ChatGPT as AI race ramps up
WASHINGTON (AFP/APP): Chasing 
Microsoft, global tech giants have 
rolled out announcements on how 
they will implement ChatGPT-like arti-
ficial intelligence into their world lead-
ing platforms and applications, with 
YouTube the latest to present plans. 
Here is a roundup of how the world’s 
biggest tech companies plan to surf 
the AI wave:
- MICROSOFT: Microsoft has gone 
the furthest in pushing out genera-
tive AI to consumers and has pledged 
to pump billions of dollars into Ope-
nAI, the company behind ChatGPT. 
The Windows-maker is aggressively 
testing the latest version of OpenAI’s 
GPT-3 technology in a beefed-up Bing 
search engine, with plans to add the 
tool to the easily accessible Windows 
11 taskbar. Microsoft is also planning 
to add GPT-3 to its Office suite, includ-
ing Word, as well as the Edge browser. 
The rollouts guarantee maximum ex-
posure to the technology despite con-
troversies about the AI’s readiness for 
the general public.
- GOOGLE : Feeling the pressure from 
Microsoft, Google in February un-
veiled Bard, a ChatGPT-like conversa-
tion robot that is powered by its own 
large language model called LaMDA. 
The California-based giant said it was 
working with a smaller-scale version of 
LaMDA to facilitate testing and “make 
sure Bard’s responses meet a high bar 
for quality” in a veiled dig at Micro-
soft’s more aggressive push. Google 
said AI-powered features would soon 

be rolled out in its world-dominating 
search engine, though it has remained 
vague on exactly how and when. At 
Google-owned YouTube, new CEO 
Neal Mohan said generative AI would 
soon be offered to creators to “expand 
storytelling and raise their production 
value.” But YouTube was “taking the 
time to develop these features with 
thoughtful guardrails,” he added.
- META : Meta has so far taken a more 
cautious approach, at least publicly, 
to ChatGPT-style AI for its key social 
media platforms Facebook, WhatsApp 
and Instagram. CEO Mark Zuckerberg 
on February 27 said his company was 
creating a product group to come up 
with ways to “turbocharge” the compa-
ny’s work. He cautioned however that 
there was a lot of “foundational” work 
to do. Meta also announced a large lan-
guage model called LLaMA, that would 
be made available to researchers as 
an open-source tool, unlike ChatGPT 
whose technology is secret. The com-
pany described LLaMA as smaller than 
rival AI models so that researchers with 

more modest computing power could 
advance their work.
- SNAPCHAT: The platform popu-
lar with teens said it will introduce a 
chatbot powered by the most up-to-
date version of OpenAI’s ChatGPT. 
Available initially to subscribers, the 
“MyAI” tab will allow users to inter-
act with a chatbot, much like it were 
a friend. Given the young audience, 
SnapChat’s chatbot will be far more 
restricted than ChatGPT. Requests to 
write school essays or churn out inap-
propriate content will be more tightly 
controlled. Shopify, the retailer plat-
form, is also turning to ChatGPT for a 
consumer app.
- BAIDU: Baidu, China’s internet 
search giant, said on February 7 its own 
ChatGPT rival Ernie Bot could be re-
leased as early as March, with the aim 
of using it in an array of services from 
search and cloud computing to auton-
omous driving. A day after Baidu’s 
announcement, Chinese e-commerce 
giant Alibaba said that it was also test-
ing a ChatGPT-like service through its 
research institute.
- MUSK: Tesla and SpaceX tycoon 
Elon Musk, who also owns Twitter, is 
reported to be mulling a conversational 
bot that would do away with filters on 
ChatGPT that he says are too politically 
correct. According to news website The 
Information, Musk has approached re-
searchers in recent weeks about form-
ing a new research lab that would rival 
OpenAI, a company where he was an 
early investor before selling out.
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‘Economic massacre’: 
Lebanon dollarizes economy as pound plunges

BEIRUT: Escalating political confu-
sion sent the Lebanese pound plum-
meting to a new low on the black 
market, trading at 90,000 pounds to 
the dollar on Wednesday. The latest 
plunge in the local currency means the 
exchange rate is more than 60 times 
lower than the base rate of 1,500 LBP/
USD that has been in place for the past 
three years. Amid warnings of loom-
ing economic chaos, the Finance Min-
istry set the price of the customs dol-
lar at 45,000 Lebanese pounds so the 
state treasury could pay public sector 
salaries. The ministry pegged the val-
ue at 15,000 pounds only a few weeks 
ago. Shops and supermarkets also 
began to price products in dollars on 
Wednesday. Economists and political 
experts predicted the Lebanese pound 
would drop to 100,000 to the dollar 
soon. Meanwhile, a man stormed a 
Creditbank branch in Sidon, southern 
Beirut, and threatened to set it ablaze 
if he was denied access to his savings. 
The man ended up leaving the bank 
without getting his money after be-
ing assured he would face no crimi-
nal charges. Economist Jassem Ajaka 
said that “there is no end to the hole 
the country has slipped into,” adding: 
“The worst is yet to come and we are 
drowning in utter chaos due to accu-
mulated mistakes.” Ajaka said the 
Finance Ministry had no option but 
to raise the customs dollar to step up 
treasury revenues. Sources told Arab 
News that the ministry estimated the 

cost of covering the raises and social 
aid allowances that were added to 
public sector salaries at 8,000 billion 
Lebanese pounds. “The country suf-
fers from a large deficit, and increas-
ing revenues is one of the Internation-
al Monetary Fund’s demands,” he said. 
“After raising the customs dollar and 
dollarizing the economy, the issue lies 
with controlling market prices in the 
absence of effective state institutions. 
Immense chaos awaits.” Economic 
observers believe if the political class 
remained inactive, financial, economic 
and banking breakdown was inevita-
ble. With the local currency plunging 
and the prices of commodities and 
foodstuffs increasing by the minute, 
the Finance Ministry was fiercely 
criticized for its decision to raise the 
customs dollars, a step that is likely to 
drastically reduce people’s purchasing 
power. Hani Bohsali, head of the Food 
Importers Syndicate, said the decision 
was surprising and would increase 
the prices of essential commodities by 
2-10 percent. “Even if oils and grains 
are exempt from customs fee increas-
es, their prices will rise as the local cur-
rency drops.” Tripoli MP Ashraf Rifi 
warned that the local currency depre-
ciation could result in a real catastro-
phe with devastating repercussions. 
“The Lebanese have become victims 
of an economic massacre,” he said. 
“The ruling authority and Hezbollah 
need to go before we can start reform-
ing what this system destroyed.” 

Germany arms Ukraine with surveilspire systems to ‘keep an eye out’ on Russian troops
BERLIN (Agencies): A month after 
Germany made a giant U-turn and 
conceded to Ukraine’s demand for 
Leopard-2 main battle tanks (MBTs), 
Berlin is now supplying automated 
reconnaissance systems to Kyiv to 
‘keep an eye out’ on Russian troops. 
Germany’s Rheinmetall defense con-
cern announced on February 28 that 
it has begun arming Ukraine with 
SurveilSPIRE automated reconnais-
sance systems. These systems are 
designed to monitor large swathes 
of territory with the least amount 
of workforce necessary. The an-
nouncement comes when Russia is 
mounting fresh offensives against 
Ukraine to capture territory in the 
east, especially Bakhmut. The for-
mer Ukrainian industrial city known 
for its salt mines and wine has re-
portedly been reduced to rubble. As 
the winter recedes and the region 
welcomes spring, the Russian oper-
ations are expected to become more 
extensive in scope and deal more 
severe blows to Kyiv. Moscow in-
tensified combat after Ukraine was 
committed to delivering Leopard-2, 
Abrams, and Challenger-2 tanks 
from NATO countries. These Sur-
veilSPIRE reconnaissance systems, 
according to Rheinmetall, include 
micro-drones that are auto-piloted, 
mobile surveillance towers with day 
and night cameras, and a control 
system. The manufacturer further 
notified that transport vehicles are 

included in the scope of the deliv-
ery. The SurveilSPIRE surveillance 
towers, produced by the Estonian 
company DefSecIntel, can be loaded 
into trailers and delivered rapidly to 
their operating location. While the 
operation is automated, assembly 
requires just three people, making 
this an advantageous system in com-
bat. SurveilSPIRE automated recon-
naissance systems The system has 
wireless connections (4G and Star-
link) for sending video to a mobile 
command post, making it one of the 
many systems that will operate from 

the battlefield with assistance from 
Elon Musk’s Starlink satellite net-
work. Further, it can function without 
power wires or a fuel supply, as solar 
panels allow for continuous opera-
tion. Most importantly, though, the 
system uses reconnaissance drones 
with autopilots to fly missions and 
perform patrols. This allows the 
operator to examine dangers that 
have been identified and to initiate 
the required countermeasures. This 
would help the Ukrainian troops to 
fend off Russian attacks over an ex-
pansive territory. The deployment of 

this system could, therefore, bolster 
Ukraine’s defenses and enable it to 
save crucial time when danger is first 
detected. On its part, Rheinmetall is 
already involved in several initiatives 
to support Ukraine’s combat against 
Russia. For instance, Zeppelin Mo-
bile Systeme GmbH, a subsidiary of 
Rheinmetall, is providing a turnkey 
field hospital to Ukraine this year on 
behalf of the German government. 
Also, Ukraine is receiving 26 brand-
new high-mobility HX swap-body 
trucks to aid in repelling the Russian 
invasion and other defense equip-
ment. The company is also making 
the delivery of SurveilSPIRE auto-
mated reconnaissance systems at the 
behest of the German government. 
The announcement of the delivery 
of the SurveilSPIRE systems comes 
a month after the German govern-
ment announced that it would deliv-
er its cutting-edge Leopard-2 tanks 
to Ukraine. The cooperation of the 
German defense giant with an Esto-
nian company for delivering the re-
connaissance system to Ukraine has 
displayed Berlin’s enthusiasm for 
supporting Kyiv. This is significant 
as Germany has mostly been chas-
tised for its hesitations regarding 
bolstering Kyiv’s war effort by deliv-
ering military equipment. German 
Chancellor Olaf Scholz reportedly 
attempted to salvage his country’s 
reputation at the Munich Security 
Conference, where he said, “Germa-

ny acknowledges its responsibility 
for the security of Europe and the 
NATO alliance area, without ifs and 
buts.” In a rare gesture, Scholz also 
said his country would need to boost 
its defense industry and switch to “a 
permanent production of the most 
important weapons we are using.” 
Not just that, banking on its own 
decision to arm Ukraine with Leop-
ard-2 tanks, he called on other NATO 
states to join Berlin in arming Kyiv 
with these advanced battle tanks. On 
January 25, after months of dither-
ing on the issue, the German govern-
ment announced that it would supply 
the Leopard-2s to Kyiv. It vowed to 
build an international alliance to give 
Ukraine 80 German-built tanks. In 
the run-up to the German decision, 
Rheinmetall had gone so far as to 
say that it could deliver 139 Leopard 
tanks of different variants to Ukraine 
if asked to do so. This was the most 
powerful weapon that Berlin prom-
ised after the Ukrainian military 
extensively & successfully operated 
the IRIS-T air defense systems. Pre-
viously, it also pledged the delivery 
of Marder Infantry Fighting Vehicles 
(IFVs), which eventually paved the 
way for battle tanks. Ukraine has 
also called upon Germany to arm 
it with fighter jets, but Berlin, like 
all other NATO states, has stopped 
short of accepting that demand de-
spite promising an array of other 
military equipment. 
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KSrelief signs cooperation agreement  
to provide shelter packages in Bangladesh

Saudi Arabia, New Zealand Co-chair 2nd 
meeting of IHR review committee in Geneva

Greek PM blames ‘tragic human error’  
for train collision

Iran president acts over mystery schoolgirl poisonings

Pakistan Army, 1122, CDA, PIMS medical teams 
made nation proud: Gen Inam

Dismay, anger  
among young Nigerians 
after election outcome

‘Fix the system’: Indonesia 
parents seek justice after 

cough syrup crisis

RIYADH (SPA/APP):The King Sal-
man Humanitarian Aid and Relief 
Center (KSrelief) signed on Wednes-
day a cooperation agreement with a 
civil society organization to provide 
6,285 shelter aid packages for those 
affected by the floods in many regions 
of Bangladesh, benefiting 25,140 indi-

viduals. The agreement was signed by 
KSrelief Assistant General Supervisor 
for Operations and Programs Eng. 
Ahmed bin Ali Al-Baiz. This comes as 
an extension of the Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia’s efforts, represented by the 
Center, to assist disaster-hit countries 
and peoples.

GENEVA (SPA/APP):The Internation-
al Health Regulations (IHR) Review 
Committee held its second expanded 
meeting at the headquarters of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
in Geneva, co-chaired by the Assis-
tant Undersecretary of the Ministry 
of Health for Preventive Health of the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Dr Abdul-
lah bin Mufreh Asiri, and the former 
Director-General of the New Zealand 
Ministry of Health, Sir Ashley Robin 
Bloomfield. Representatives of WHO 
member states successfully complet-
ed this meeting the first round of 
intensive discussions on more than 
300 proposed amendments to the 
provisions of these regulations. The 

proposed amendments come in re-
sponse to the challenges posed by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, whereas, the 
194 Member States of WHO, which 
are also party to the IHR, stressed 
the importance of enhancing capaci-
ty building, especially in low-income 
countries, equitable access to medical 
countermeasures, enhancing cooper-
ation, sharing information, and ways 
to benefit from modern technologies 
to ward off health risks related to 
international travel. The Committee 
continues its work to reach a consen-
sus on amendments to the IHR. The 
agreed amendments are to be handed 
over to the WHO General Assembly 
in 2024 for approval.

LARISSA (AFP/APP) :Greek Prime 
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis on 
Wednesday said a “tragic human 
error” was likely responsible for a 
train collision that has left at least 38 
dead in the country’s worst rail trag-
edy. Two carriages were crushed and 
a third engulfed in fire when a pas-
senger train and a freight train late 
Tuesday collided near the central 
city of Larissa, on a route plagued 
by years of safety warnings. The fire 
department had earlier increased 
the death toll to 38, adding that 57 
people were still hospitalised, six of 
them in intensive care, while sever-
al were missing. “Everything shows 
that the drama was, sadly, mainly 
due to a tragic human error,” Mitso-
takis -- who is seeking re-election this 
year -- said in a televised address. He 
said it was a “terrible train accident 

without precedent” in Greece which 
would be “fully” investigated. “I’ve 
never seen anything like this in my 
entire life,” said one rescue work-
er, emerging from the wreckage. 
“It’s tragic. Five hours later, we are 
finding bodies.” The accident left a 
tangled mess of metal and shattered 
glass in a field. In some cases, pas-
sengers are being identified from 
body parts, volunteer fireman Vass-
ilis Iliopoulos told Skai TV, warning 
that the death toll would rise. Seven-
teen biological samples have been 
collected from remains, and from 23 
relatives seeking a match, the police 
said. “It was the train of terror,” Pav-
los Aslanidis, whose son is missing 
along with a friend, told reporters. 
Greece’s transport minister submit-
ted his resignation just hours after 
the accident. “When something so 
tragic happens, we cannot continue 
as if nothing had happened,” Kostas 
Karamanlis said in a public state-
ment. On Wednesday evening, po-
lice in the capital Athens fired tear 
gas at protesters throwing rocks at 
the offices of the railway’s operating 
company, Hellenic Train.

TEHRAN (AFP/APP): Iran’s president 
stepped in after more than 100 students 
were hospitalised Wednesday, the latest 
in a spate of poisonings at girls’ schools 
that has gripped the country. The pres-
ident’s website said Ebrahim Raisi had 
assigned Interior Minister Ahmad Va-
hidi to provide “continuous informa-
tion on the results of the investigation” 
into the attacks. Hundreds of cases of 
respiratory distress have been reported 
in the past three months among school-
girls in what one government official 
said could be an attempt to force the 
closure of girls’ schools in the Islamic 
republic. At least 10 girls’ schools were 
targeted in the latest suspected attacks 
on Wednesday, seven in the northwest-
ern city of Ardabil and three in the cap-
ital, media reports said. The incidents 
in Ardabil forced the hospitalisation of 
108 students, all of whom were in sta-
ble condition, said Tasnim news agen-
cy, which also reported poisonings at 
three schools in Tehran. Citing parents, 
Fars news agency said students at one 
high school in the capital’s western 
neighbourhood of Tehransar had been 
exposed to a toxic spray. President Rai-
si’s website said he had appointed Va-
hidi in an effort to “allay the concerns 
of the families” of the students affected. 

Vahidi held a press conference at which 
he debunked earlier reports from Fars 
on Wednesday that security forces 
had detained three people in the first 
reported arrests over the wave of sus-
pected poisonings. “There are various 
reports that are completely false,” he 
told journalists, also saying that reports 
of the detection of a specific chemical 
substance being used in attacks were 
incorrect. Parliament’s website had 
said health ministry tests on a sub-
stance found at the schools in the holy 
city of Qom, where 800 students were 
affected, had detected traces of nitro-
gen, which is mainly used in fertilisers. 
Since the outbreak of the mysterious 
poisonings in November, almost 1,200 
students have required hospital treat-
ment for breathing difficulties, a law-
maker said Wednesday. Apart from 
Qom south of Tehran, 400 were affect-
ed in the western city of Borujerd, said 
Zahra Sheikhi, spokesperson for par-
liament’s health committee.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman, Na-
tional Disaster Management Author-
ity (NDMA), Lt Gen Inam Haider 
Malik on Wednesday said the Urban 
Search and Rescue (USAR) teams 
from Pakistan Army, 1122 USAR 
and Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) along with the medical team 
have made us proud as a nation after 
carrying out successful relief and res-
cue activities in earthquake-hit Turki-
ye and Syria. The Chairman NDMA 
was addressing the special ceremony 
held at the Prime Minister’s Office to 
award appreciation certificates to the 
teams. On instructions of the Prime 
Minister, the NDMA sent off three 
Search and Rescue teams from Pa-
kistan Army, Rescue 1122 and CDA 
along with a medical team of PIMS 
to the Quake-Hit Turkiye and Syria, 
a news release said. The Pakistan 
teams, during their stay in the coun-
tries hit by the deadly earthquake on 
February 6 performed a tremendous 
job. The Pakistan teams were not 
only lauded in affected countries but 
also earned respect worldwide. The 
members of the teams were awarded 
appreciation certificates by the PM 
and Chairman NDMA Lt Gen Inam 
Haider Malik. On the occasion Chair-
man NDMA said, “It’s a proud mo-

ment for all of us as a nation today as 
we are here to celebrate & commem-
orate ‘Our Heroes Coming Home’ 
from Quake-Hit Syria & Turkiye”. It 
was challenging but Alhamdolillah, 
NDMA from February 6 till date has 
managed to coordinate and mobilize 
relief assistance and would  contin-
ue to do so under the leadership and 
guidance of the Prime Minister, he 
added. The NDMA chairman said, 
“we pay our gratitude to our teams, 
for their tireless efforts, extreme 
dedication to duty & commitment 
to rescue mission given by PM & for 
making Pakistan proud.” He ended 
that the NDMA  stood committed to 
meet any and  every challenge that 
Pakistan faces.

ONITSHA (AFP/APP): Just hours 
after Nigeria’s president-elect Bola 
Tinubu raised his hand in victory, Sam 
Nwajaku could not hide his anger. 
“They cheated,” the 38-year-old paint-
er, seated at a kiosk in Onitsha, in 
southeastern Nigeria, a stronghold of 
opposition candidate Peter Obi. “We 
see the same old politicians who have 
no interest in us.” Nicknamed the 
“Godfather of Lagos” for his influence, 
Tinubu, 70, was elected on Wednesday 
as president of Africa’s most popu-
lous country after an election that had 
sparked hopes for change but ended 
in acrimony. The result has exasper-
ated some young Nigerians, tired of 
the ageing political elite who govern 
them. Nearly 40 percent of the elec-
torate is aged under 35. Many young 
voters were drawn to Peter Obi, the 
surprise third party challenger who 
eventually came third. A former gov-
ernor of his own home state of Anam-
bra, Obi drew support from southern 
states, where many are Christian or 
from the Igbo ethnic group like him. 
He campaigned saying he was a can-
didate for all Nigerians, but especially 
many of the younger electorate dis-
enchanted with politics as usual. “We 
are upset, I really thought Peter Obi 
would be elected,” said Nikodemos 
Daniel, a 27-year-old motorcycle driv-
er, also in Onitsha, in Anambra State. 
Tinubu’s rise has been punctuated by 
numerous accusations of corruption, 
without him ever being convicted and 
which he has always denied. Satur-
day, many young people across the 
country turned into ardent defenders 
of democracy remaining for hours, 
sometimes in the rain, to ensure vote 
transparency.
The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) said the February 
25 election would be more transparent 
than past votes tainted by accusations 
of rigging and ballot-buying. But long 
delays in voting and slow delivery of 
the results upset many and stoked 
suspicions of fraud. INEC said tech-
nical difficulties caused problems but 
insisted the vote was free. “This time, 
we thought it would be different,” 
said Osaki Briggs, 25, a photographer 
from the southern state of Rivers. He 
said the election was “depressing,” 
just like previous ones marred by ac-
cusations of fraud.

JAKARTA (AFP/APP): Dino-
saur-themed birthday decorations 
still hang on the walls of Safitri Pus-
pa Rani’s Indonesian home, where 
the family celebrated their young-
est son’s birthday last year. “Knock 
knock! Hey everyone! It’s my eighth 
birthday!” said a beaming Panghe-
gar Bhumi in a video in September, 
while making a heart-shaped gesture 
with his arms. A month later he died 
from acute kidney injury, days after a 
doctor prescribed him a cough syrup 
containing ingredients that have been 
linked to more than 200 child deaths in 
Indonesia, according to the country’s 
health ministry. “I whispered in his 
ears: ‘The medicine is coming, please 
hang in there a little bit more’,” Rani 
said, crying in her home in West Java 
province as she recalled the final days 
of her son’s life. “But I lied, there was 
no medicine.” The 42-year-old mother 
is among more than two dozen Indo-
nesian families seeking justice for their 
children, whom they allege were either 
killed or sickened by contaminated 
cough syrups. Their class-action law-
suit targets the country’s health min-
istry, food and drug agency, and eight 
companies they accuse of selling the 
syrups -- which the World Health Or-
ganization said contain an “unaccept-
able amount” of diethylene glycol and 
ethylene glycol. “These contaminants 
are toxic chemicals used as industrial 
solvents and antifreeze agents that can 
be fatal even taken in small amounts, 
and should never be found in medi-
cines,” the WHO said in January. Since 
October last year, the WHO has issued 
alerts for The Gambia, Indonesia and 
Uzbekistan over syrups containing the 
two chemicals. Five-year-old Farrazka 
was required to undergo dialysis for 
his failing kidneys after he took one of 
the medicines, his mother Indah Sep-
tian told AFP. “When I heard that he 
had to have dialysis, I was so confused 
and did not know what to do. He is just 
a kid,” Septian said at her home. “Now 
he gets easily fatigued even when he 
only does a bit of activity,” the 31-year-
old said. Indonesia’s food and drug 
agency has recalled 105 products after 
tests revealed excessive amounts of the 
two chemicals. It has also revoked the 
licenses of six pharmaceutical firms.

Joni Mitchell honored at star-studded concert gala
WASHINGTON (AFP/APP): Artists 
spanning the genres came together 
Wednesday to celebrate the peerless 
Joni Mitchell, honoring her vast contri-
butions to popular song. The pioneer-
ing singer-songwriter behind poignant 
hits including “A Case Of You,” joins 
an elite coterie of composers including 
Stevie Wonder, Paul McCartney, Tony 
Bennett and Carole King in receiving 
the US Library of Congress’ Gershwin 
Prize, which is named for the broth-
ers behind American standards such 
as “I Got Rhythm” and “Rhapsody In 
Blue.” Not one but two of her mus-
es -- James Taylor and Graham Nash 
-- performed; both were among the 
lovers and collaborators she counted 
throughout her storied career. Wear-
ing a newsboy cap, Taylor perched on 
a stool with an acoustic guitar to per-

form the song “California” off her sem-
inal 1971 album “Blue,” to Mitchell’s 
delight. The 79-year-old kept the beat 
with her cane, donning oversized sun-
glasses along with a metallic gold beret 
and a long, bedazzled teal dress. “Her 
music, it gets into you, and it sort of be-
comes part of the mix,” Taylor told AFP 
on the red carpet prior to the event in 
Washington. “Blue” saw Mitchell mine 
her own heartache, including break-
ups with Taylor and Nash, to produce 
the record that’s a regular on critics’ 

all-time-best lists. Nash later took the 
stage for a rendition of “A Case Of You” 
-- another song on “Blue,” which many 
people believe she wrote about him. 
“It’s a very simple song,” he told jour-
nalists prior to the event. “I think it’s 
very profound in what it says.” “I loved 
it from the day that I first heard it and 
I’ll sing my ass off tonight.” He certain-
ly did but of course it was Mitchell her-
self who stole the show: after accepting 
her award she stunned the audience 
with a soulful, smoky performance of 
“Summertime,” an aria George Ger-
shwin composed for the opera “Porgy 
and Bess.” “This is overwhelming,” she 
said onstage, the crowd giving her a 
standing ovation. “There are so many 
people that I care about in here tonight, 
from different parts of my life.” “New 
friends, old friends... it’s thrilling!”

PM felicitates Nigeria’s 
Bola Ahmed on winning 

presidential election

SpaceX launches US,  
Russia, UAE astronauts  

to space station

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday extend-
ed felicitations to Bola Ahmed Tinubu 
on winning the presidential election of 
Nigeria. “My felicitations to Mr. Bola 
Ahmed Tinubu on his victory in Nige-
ria’s presidential election,” he said in a 
tweet. The prime minister said Pakistan 
and Nigeria had maintained cordial ties 
that will see an upward momentum, 
particularly in areas of defence, trade 
and economy. “My best wishes to the 
President-elect,” he said. Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, 71, has earlier served as gov-
ernor in Lagos between 1999 and 2007, 
where he is credited with pioneering 
reforms that led to the transformation 
of the state, now Nigeria’s economic 
hub.

Elon Musk’s rocket company SpaceX 
has launched four astronauts to 
the International Space Station for 
NASA, including the first person from 
the Arab world to go for an extended 
monthslong stay. The Falcon rock-
et bolted from the Kennedy Space 
Center in Cape Canaveral, Florida 
shortly after midnight on Thursday, 
illuminating the night sky as it head-
ed up the East Coast. The trip to the 
International Space Station (ISS), a 
laboratory orbiting some 420km (250 
miles) above Earth, was expected to 
take nearly 25 hours, with rendez-
vous planned for about 06:15 GMT on 
Friday. Nearly 80 spectators from the 
United Arab Emirates watched from 
the launch site as astronaut Sultan 
al-Neyadi – only the second Emira-
ti to fly to space – blasted off on his 
six-month mission. Half a world away 
in Dubai and elsewhere across the 
UAE, schools and offices planned to 
broadcast the launch live. Also riding 
the Dragon capsule that is due at the 
space station on Friday: NASA’s Ste-
phen Bowen, a retired Navy subma-
riner who logged three space shuttle 
flights, and Warren “Woody” Hoburg, 
a former research scientist at Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technology and 
space newbie, and Andrey Fedyaev, a 
space rookie who has retired from the 
Russian Air Force. (Agencies)
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