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ISTANBUL (AA/APP): Japan will 
dispatch a third medical team to 
southern parts of quake-hit Türkiye 
on Saturday, the country’s Foreign 
Ministry said. The 41-member Japan 
Disaster Relief (JDR) medical team 
will include doctors, nurses, phar-
macists, medical coordinators, and 
task coordinators, said the ministry 
in a statement on Friday. It will re-
lieve the second JDR medical team 
which is already providing medical 
assistance to people affected by two 
strong earthquakes in southern Ga-
ziantep province. “Japan will contin-
ue to provide seamless and effective 
assistance as much as possible until 
the restoration and reconstruction of 
Türkiye,” the ministry added. Japan 
is currently conducting its largest 
overseas medical mission in history 
in the Oguzeli district of Gaziantep, 
following the twin earthquakes that 
hit Türkiye on Feb. 6, killing over 

45,000 people across 11 provinces. 
As Türkiye and Japan enjoy warm 
ties, Tokyo dispatched the JDR Urban 
Search and Rescue Team of 74 mem-
bers soon after the natural disaster. 
The first JDR Medical Team had 75 
members, while the second has 65. 
Besides, Tokyo also sent members of 
JDR Self-Defense Force Units to Tür-

kiye. It has also sent emergency re-
lief goods, including tents, blankets, 
and sleeping pads. The Japanese 
government also announced an $8.5 
million emergency grant aid to Türki-
ye to meet the Himalayan challenges 
posed by the 7.7 and 7.6 magnitude 
earthquakes, dubbed as the worst 
quakes of the 21st century.

Japan to send 3rd medical team to quakes-hit Türkiye

UN nuclear chief in Iran after near  
weapons-grade uranium find

Fishing banned as Philippine oil spill spreads

UK’s ethnic minorities more likely  
to die from COVID-19: The Guardian

Egyptian president announces wage, pension 
rises to contain price hikes

Wagner chief says Ukraine’s Bakhmut  
‘practically surrounded’

President announces April 30 as 
election date in Punjab

TEHRAN (AFP/APP): UN nuclear 
watchdog chief Rafael Grossi arrived 
in Tehran Friday for discussions with 
officials after his agency’s inspectors 
in Iran found uranium particles en-
riched to just under weapons-grade 
level. The visit by the head of the In-
ternational Atomic Energy Agency 
comes with the Vienna-based organ-
isation seeking to get Iran to increase 
cooperation over its nuclear activities. 
Grossi was greeted at the airport by 
Behrouz Kamalvandi, the spokes-
man for the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran and is due to meet its 
head, Mohammad Eslami, as well as 
other Iranian officials during his two-
day visit. A confidential IAEA report 

seen Tuesday by AFP said uranium 
particles enriched up to 83.7 percent 
-- just under the 90 percent needed to 
produce an atomic bomb -- had been 
detected at Iran’s underground Fordo 
plant about 100 kilometres (60 miles) 
south of the capital. Tehran denies 
wanting to acquire atomic weapons, 
and last week said it had not made 
any attempt to enrich uranium be-
yond 60 percent purity, noting that 
“unintended fluctuations... may have 
occurred” during the enrichment pro-
cess. The discovery came after Iran 
had substantially modified an inter-
connection between two centrifuge 
clusters enriching uranium, without 
declaring it to the IAEA.

MANILA (AFP/APP): Thousands of 
fishermen in the Philippines have been 
ordered to stay ashore as authorities 
struggled Friday to contain an oil spill 
from a sunken tanker that is threaten-
ing the region’s rich marine life and 
economy. The slick off Mindoro island, 
south of the capital Manila, stretched 
for 120 kilometres (75 miles) and was 

about nine kilometres offshore, said 
Ram Temena, disaster operations chief 
in the affected province of Mindoro 
Oriental. The Philippine Coast Guard is 
still looking for the Princess Empress, 
which had engine trouble and sank in 
rough seas off Naujan municipality on 
Tuesday. It was carrying 800,000 litres 
(210,000 gallons) of industrial fuel oil 
from Bataan province, near Manila, to 
the central province of Iloilo. Another 
vessel rescued the 20 crew members 
on board. Diesel fuel, which had been 
powering the Philippine tanker, and 
some of the cargo have leaked into the 
sea, the coast guard said previously, 
sparking concern for the environment 
and industries dependent on the ocean.

LONDON (Xinhua/APP): In a recent 
opinion piece carried by The Guard-
ian, Safiah Ngah lamented the fact that 
people from ethnic minorities were 
more likely to die from COVID-19 but 
Britain has been slow in dealing with 
structural racism. To illustrate her 
point, she cited the death of her father, 
a Malaysian national who came to Brit-
ain in the 1970s and later settled here. 
He worked for the National Health 
Service (NHS) for nearly 40 years. Cit-
ing new data from the Office for Na-
tional Statistics, Ngah said her dad, a 
non-white person, was significantly 
more likely to die from COVID-19. “His 
death and the deaths of so many others 
from ‘minority’ ethnic groups were the 
result of consistent and incontrovert-
ible failures within government, and 
apathy towards the communities most 

affected by the virus. This apathy has 
unfortunately extended into the way 
the inquiry itself has been conduct-
ed,” she said. When the COVID inqui-
ry began last year, she felt cautiously 
optimistic about its potential to allow 
families like hers, who have been be-
reaved by COVID, to understand the 
context within which their loved ones 
died. “Sadly, the inquiry is refusing to 
look at the issue of structural racism, 
or listen to those who were bereaved. 
Families like mine are being let down 
all over again,” she said. The inqui-
ry is terrified of touching the issue of 
race: it wouldn’t even use the word in 
its terms of reference, she said, adding 
that the inquiry announced this month 
that structural racism would not be 
examined in its first module on pan-
demic preparation, as it would be an 
“impossible task.” “Structural racism is 
a challenging issue. It is also an issue 
that lies at the heart of the UK’s high 
death rate, thus it is absolutely neces-
sary to a thorough and fair inquiry into 
the pandemic. An inquiry that refuses 
to examine the most challenging issues 
is entirely redundant,” she said.

CAIRO (Xinhua/APP): Egyptian Presi-
dent Abdel-Fattah al-Sisi on Thursday 
announced a package of measures to 
cushion the impact of the soaring pric-
es. The measures included raising min-
imum wage for government employees 
to 3,500 Egyptian pounds (nearly 114 
U.S. dollars) from 2,700 pounds and 
pensions by 15 percent, al-Sisi said in a 
speech that was broadcast by state-run 
Nile TV. The new decisions, which will 
be enforced on April 1, seeks to “alle-
viate the effect of the global economic 
circumstances,” al-Sisi said. The pres-
ident said the Russia-Ukraine conflict 
has affected the global economy, which 
is yet to recover from the COVID-19 
pandemic, adding “Egypt, like other 
countries, was affected by the rise in 
energy and food prices due to the dis-
ruption of the global supply chain.” 

Al-Sisi’s remarks came a few hours af-
ter a hike in fuel prices came into effect. 
Rashad Abdo, a Cairo-based Egyptian 
economist, told Xinhua that those mea-
sures are important to ease people’s 
burdens amid the current inflation, 
yet are still not enough. He urged the 
government to monitor the private sec-
tor, which raises prices due to lack of 
governmental supervision. According 
to official statistics, Egypt’s annual in-
flation reached 26.5 percent in January, 
the highest in five years.

KYIV, UKRAINE (AFP/APP): The head 
of Russian mercenary group Wagner 
said Friday the group had “practically 
encircled” Bakhmut, an industrial city 
in eastern Ukraine that has seen the 
fiercest fighting of Moscow’s invasion. 
The Kremlin meanwhile warned the 
West against providing more arms to 
Ukraine, as key Kyiv backers President 
Joe Biden and German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz were set to meet in Washington. 
Ukraine has said it will defend “fortress 
Bakhmut” for as long as possible but 
this week officials said the situation 
was becoming increasingly difficult. 
Russia is determined to seize Bakhmut 
-- a now-destroyed city once known for 
its sparkling wine -- as part of its wider 
aim of capturing the entire Donetsk re-
gion. “Wagner paramilitary group units 
have practically surrounded Bakhmut, 
only one road remains” to be captured, 
Yevgeny Prigozhin said in a video on 

Telegram. The stocky 61-year old has 
regularly been posting about advanc-
es of Wagner, his once-shadowy force 
that has taken centre stage in the fight 
in eastern Ukraine. He has said in re-
cent weeks that his fighters have seized 
three villages north of Bakhmut -- 
Yagidne, Berkhivka and Paraskoviivka.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Friday announced April 
30 as the date for holding the general 
elections of the Provincial Assembly 
of Punjab. He announced the date af-
ter considering the dates, proposed by 
the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP). The ECP had proposed a poll 
date between April 30 to May 7 for 
holding general elections of Provincial 
Assembly of Punjab, and had further 

suggested to hold elections preferably 
on a Sunday.

Chin’s top political 
advisory body to 

hold annual session 
from March 4 to 11

Cambodia opposition 
leader jailed 27 years 

for treason

BEIJING (APP): The National 
Committee of the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference 
(CPPCC), the country’s top political 
advisory body, will start its annual 
session on Saturday in Beijing, a 
spokesperson said Friday. The first 
session of the 14th National Com-
mittee of the CPPCC is scheduled to 
conclude on March 11, Guo Weimin, 
spokesperson for the session, told a 
press conference.

PHNOM PENH (AFP/APP): Cambo-
dian opposition leader Kem Sokha 
was on Friday sentenced to 27 years 
in jail for treason, a verdict that 
ruled him out of elections this year 
and was immediately denounced by 
the United States as a “miscarriage 
of justice”. Kem Sokha was accused 
of hatching a “secret plan” in collu-
sion with foreign entities to topple 
the government of longtime Prime 
Minister Hun Sen, upon his arrest 
in 2017. Immediately after the ver-
dict at the Phnom Penh court, he 
was placed under house arrest and 
banned from meeting foreigners and 
anyone who is not a family member 
without permission of the court. His 
daughter Kem Monovithya tweeted 
his house was now under police sur-
veillance. US ambassador W. Pat-
rick Murphy, who was at the court, 
slammed the trial and sentence as a 
“miscarriage of justice”. “The Unit-
ed States is deeply troubled by the 
conviction of respected political 
leader Kem Sokha,” he told report-
ers.

Sri Lanka raises rates, relaxes currency 
band to secure IMF funds

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s central bank has 
raised interest rates to tackle inflation and 
said it would relax its currency band to 
move towards a market-determined ex-
change rate as it seeks to secure a bailout 
from the International Monetary Fund. On 
Friday, the bank raised its standing depos-
it facility rate and standing lending facility 
rate by 100 basis points each to 15.5 per-
cent and 16.5 percent, respectively, it said 
in a statement. The country is awaiting ap-
proval of a $2.9bn IMF bailout package as 
it endures its worst financial crisis since its 
independence from the United Kingdom 
in 1948. Central bank Governor P Nanda-
lal Weerasinghe said with the rate increase 
all “prior actions” have been fulfilled and 
he was hopeful of the IMF bailout being 
approved within this month.Despite the 
increase in rates, the central bank expects 
market rates will continue to reduce, while, 
on the currency front, the country will 
gradually move towards a market-driven 
exchange rate regime, Weerasinghe add-

ed. To that end, he said guidance on the 
currency band would be removed from 
next Tuesday. The bank has been grad-
ually widening the band throughout this 
week, to 10 rupees on either side of the spot 
rate for Friday.The island nation’s economy 
has been squeezed by the financial crisis, 
with growth contracting by an estimated 
9.2 percent last year amid soaring inflation 
that hit 50 percent in February.
The central bank raised rates by a record 
950 basis points last year to tame inflation 
and then kept them steady until Friday’s 
100 basis point increase. “There have been 
some differences between the CBSL and 
IMF staff on the inflation outlook,” the 
Central Bank of Sri Lanka (CBSL) said in 
its statement. “Given the necessity of fulfill-
ing all the ‘prior actions’ in order to move 
forward with the finalisation of the IMF Ex-
tended Fund Facility (EFF) arrangement, 
the Monetary Board and the IMF staff 
reached consensus to raise the policy inter-
est rates,” it added. (Agencies)
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PESHAWAR (Staff Reprot): U.S. 
Ambassador Donald Blome visited 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) from 
February 28 to March 2 to deepen 
the United States’ partnership with 
the people of KP through initiatives 
related to economic growth, educa-
tion, security, and cultural preser-
vation.  To strengthen the U.S.-Pa-
kistan economic partnership in KP, 
the Ambassador and KP Planning 
and Development Secretary Shah 
Mahmood Khan inaugurated a new 
U.S.-funded, $24 million, five-year 
project to strengthen and modernize 
the agriculture sector and small and 
medium enterprises.  Ambassador 
Blome also met with business lead-
ers at FF Steel to talk about trade 
and commerce in the province, as 
well as environmental practices in 
business. To highlight educational 
activities, Ambassador Blome visit-
ed Abdul Wali Khan University Mar-
dan to inaugurate a new English 
Works! program.  The United States 
is providing scholarships for 215 KP 
students to complete a six-month 
program in Mardan and Charsadda 
to improve their English language 

proficiency and other skills need-
ed for professional success. Since 
2019, the United States has provid-
ed more than $3 million to support 
English language education in KP, 
benefiting more than 3,500 students 
and teachers in this province. Am-
bassador Blome also inaugurated 
a reconstructed higher secondary 
school in Akbarpura that was dam-
aged in the devastating 2010 floods.  
The United States invested $1.5 
million to rebuild the school, which 
employs over 50 teachers and is ed-

ucating more than 1,100 students.  
In addition, the Ambassador visited 
a government girls’ primary school 
where a U.S.-funded program in-
creases school enrollment among 
Afghan refugee and Pakistani host 
community girls.  This program is 
part of the U.S. government’s nearly 
$60 million in assistance for refu-
gees and their host communities in 
Pakistan in Fiscal Year 2022. Ambas-
sador Blome also visited the historic 
Fort Bala Hisar to meet the Fron-
tier Corps KP-North Major General 

and inaugurated the construction of 
eight U.S.-funded new joint check 
posts in the Newly Merged Districts.  
The following day, the Ambassador 
met the new Inspector General of 
KP Police, Akhtar Hayat Khan, to 
discuss U.S. support for KP police 

and their facilities.  The Ambassa-
dor shared condolences for the offi-
cers and citizens who lost their lives 
in the January 30 Peshawar Mosque 
attack while thanking him for the 
service and recognizing the bravery 
of the KP police.

PESHAWAR (Staff Reprot): The 5 th 
International Conference on “Robot-

ics and Automation in Industry (IC-
RAI)”, organized by the Department 
of Mechatronics Engineering UET 
Peshawar, Society of Mechatron-
ics Engineering and National Cen-
tre of Robotics &amp; Automation 
(NCRA) kicked off here today. This 
three-day conference from 3rd - 5th 
March 2023 will have key speeches 
from academia of reputable univer-
sities from Canada and Australia, 
technical sessions, poster/industrial 
exhibitions and Youth Robotic Com-
petitions. The conference is co-spon-
sored by IEEE while the financial 
sponsors included, AH Group Com-
panies, Karkun, Directorate Gen-
eral of Science &amp; Technology 
(DoST) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 

Pakistan Science Foundation Justice 
(Rtd) Irshad Qaisar, Minister High-
er Education Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
was the chief guest of the opening 
ceremony. She said, as the practical 
and socio-economic impact of our 
field continues to expand, robotics 
and automation are increasingly 
taking the center stage in our lives 

and will play an important role in 
future&quot;. She appreciated the 
efforts of UET Peshawar for holding 
a conference on such an important 
area. Advisor to Chief Minister Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa for Finance Mr. 
Hamayat Ullah Khan appreciated 
the efforts of Vice Chancellor and 
Chair conference for engaging vari-
ous stakeholders from industry, gov-
ernment and academia. He urged 
that the researchers and scientists 
to take a deep look on the challeng-
es confronting the province which 
has enormous resources but lags be-
hind in many areas. “We must make 
the best use of the artificial intelli-
gence, automation and robotics that 
serve the human minds and society 

at large”, he said. The Vice Chancel-
lor UET Peshawar Prof. Dr. Iftikhar 
Hussain welcomed the participants 
at the opening ceremony. He appre-
ciated the efforts of Prof. Dr. Tahir 
Khan Chairman of Department of 
Mechatronics Engineering UET Pe-
shawar/Chair ICRAI 2023 and his 
team for arranging the mega event.

U.S. Ambassador Deepens Bilateral Partnership, Appreciates Rich Cultural Heritage of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

The 5th International Conference on Robotics and Automation in 
Industry (ICRAI) kicks off at UET Peshawar

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 289 283

China Yuan 38.07 38.47

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 74.2 74.9

U.A.E Dirham 76.2 76.95

UK Pound 332.4 335.7

Euro 294.6 297.5

Australian Dollar 186.4 189

Canadian Dollar 203.5 206

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
205,300

Rs 
188,191

Rs 
179,637

Rs 
153,975

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
176,012

Rs 
161,343

Rs 
154,010

Rs 
132,009

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,601 Rs 16,134 Rs 15,401 Rs 13,201

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
498,986

Rs 
457,402

Rs 
436,613

Rs 
374,240

Class IV employees’ protest unjustified:  
LRH spokesperson

Inter-District Kabaddi from March 6 in City

PHC orders postponement NA by-polls in KP

PESCO notified power suspension

Three PTI workers apply interim bail  
in attack on jail case

DC for taking necessary measures for setting 
up Sasta Bazaar in Ramazan

PESHAWAR (APP): The manage-
ment of the Lady Reading Hospital 
(KRH)-MTI has said that the protest 
of Class IV employees was unjusti-
fied and their demand of abolition 
of the MTI Act was totally unrea-
sonable. The LRH-MTI spokesper-
son, Muhammad Asim has issued 
a statement on Friday in response 
to the ongoing protests by Class IV 
employees, highlighting the impor-
tance of honest and dedicated em-
ployees are the asset of the hospital, 
regardless of their job grade. The 
hospital’s policies are applicable to 

all employees, including Class IV 
workers, who have been accused 
of using other Class IV employees 
to further their demands. The state-
ment further assures that all em-
ployees, including Class IV workers, 
receive their salaries on time. How-
ever, the hospital will take strict ac-
tion against those who neglect their 
duties, as per hospital policy. The 
management also emphasized that 
patients will not be held hostage by 
Class IV workers and that the hos-
pital will not tolerate any such be-
havior

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Inter-District Kabaddi 
Championship will be commencing 
from March 12, this year at differ-
ent venues including Bannu and 
Peshawar with collaboration of Di-
rectorate of sports Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. This was stated by Syed 
Sultan Shah, Secretary Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa Kabaddi Association, 
while talking to APP on Friday. He 
said the schedule of Inter-district 
kabaddi competitions has been 
announced and DG Sports Khalid 
Khan has assured full support in 
organizing these competitions to be 
starting from March 6-12, 2023 at 
Mandan, Bannu. On the occasion of 
the closing ceremony of these com-

petitions, DG Sports Khalid Khan 
will be the chief guest who will 
distribute the prizes to the players, 
while the Inter-District competition 
in Peshawar will be held from March 
16-19, 2023 at village Surizai Payan. 
He said DG Sports Khalid Khan 
would be the chief guest on this oc-
casion. He said the best teams of Pe-
shawar district are participating in 
these competitions. The Provincial 
Government and the Directorate of 
Sports are playing their active role 
in the development of Kabaddi. Ma-
lik Riaz Khan Bannu, Malang Jan, 
Arbab Naseer Ahmad, Sultan Bari, 
Pir Barkat Ali and Anwar Rasheed 
have also played an important role 
and we are proud of them.

PESHAWAR (APP): Peshawar High 
Court (PHC) on Friday ordered the 
postponement of National Assembly 
(NA) by-polls scheduled for March 
16 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and 
fixed a hearing of PTI’s members’ 
National Assembly (MNAs) resigna-
tion plea on March 7. A two-member 
bench of PHC comprising Justice Syed 
Muhammad Attique Shah and Justice 
Syed Arshad Ali during a hearing of 
the PTI petitions against the MNAs’ 
resignations here issued notices to 
the Election Commission of Pakistan 
(ECP). The PTI lawmakers had chal-
lenged the acceptance of their resig-

nations in PHC and urged the court 
to hear the case on an urgent basis 
as by-elections are scheduled to be 
held on March 16. Deputy Attorney 
General Sanaullah told the court that 
PTI MNAs’ didn’t attend assembly 
proceedings even for a day during the 
last 11 months, adding that they only 
tendered their resignation and didn’t 
approach the Speaker afterward. He 
said, “All preparations for the by-polls 
have been done and even the petition-
er is a contesting candidate.” The eco-
nomic situation of the country doesn’t 
allow for the postponement of elec-
tions, Sanaullah added.

PESHAWAR (APP): Peshawar Elec-
tric Supply Company (PESCO) on 
Friday notified power suspension 
from various grids of the province 
due to unavoidalbe maintenance 
work. Power supply would remain 
suspended from 500 KV from Pesha-
war Grid Station on March 5, from 8 
a.m. to 4 p.m. resultantly load man-
agement would be carried out on 132 
KV Peshawar University, Peshawar 
Industrial, Peshawar Cantt, Jamrud, 
Regi Model; Town, Hayatabad, Ko-
hat, KDA Kohat, Mattan, Rehman 
Baba, Peshawar City, Pabbi grid con-
nected 11 KV feeders. Power supply 
would remain suspended from 132 
KV Jamrud Grid Station on March 
4, 7 ,11,  14 and 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. resultantly consumer of 11 KV 
Hayatabad 1,2,3,4,5,New Hayatabad, 
Health Care Hospital, Health Exul-

tance, North West Hospital, Academy 
Town, RMI, Kacha Ghari, Karkhanoo, 
Gul Abad, PIC, Hayatabad Surgical, 
Peshawar General, Shakas 1, Health 
Net Hospital feeders would face in-
convenience. Power supply would re-
main suspended from 132 KV Phase 7 
Hayatabad Grid Station on March 4, 
7, 11, 14 and 18 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
PM, resultantly consumers of 11 KV 
Hayatabad 6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14,Old 
Hayatabad, Deans Heights, Shoakat 
Khanam, Hayatabad 4, PC Hotel, 
Frontier Ciramics, Frontier Green 
Wood feeders would face inconve-
nience. Power supply would  remain 
suspended from 132 KV Rahman 
Baba Grid Station on March 6, 9 and 
13 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. resultantly 
consumer of 11 KV Kachori, Shah 
Dhand, SIDB feeders would face in-
convenience.

PESHAWAR (APP): Three PTI 
workers named in the case of forc-
ible entry into the jail and damage 
to the government property on Fri-
day applied for interim bail in the 
ATC court. Anti-Terrorism Court 
adjourned further hearing on the 
petitions till March 9 and sought 
records from the police. According 

to police, PTI workers identified as 
Irfan Saleem, Sajjad Bangash and 
Allama Iqbal tried to enter the Cen-
tral Jail here during the Jail Bharu 
Movement of PTI and caused chaos 
for several hours. The police had 
registered a case against the ac-
cused under four sections including 
terrorism.

PESHAWAR (APP): Deputy Com-
missioner Peshawar Shah Fahad on 
Friday directed all the administra-
tive officers to take necessary steps 
to provide complete relief to the 
people and control the prices during 
Ramazan. Presiding over a meeting 
here the DC directed an uninterrupt-
ed supply of edible items at Sasta Ba-
zaars on cheap prices to the public to 
provide relief to the common man. 
In the meeting, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Peshawar was informed in 
detail about the steps taken by the 
district administration for Ramazan. 
It was decided that before the holy 
month of Ramadan, Sasta bazaars 
would be established in all Tehsils of 
Peshawar, where cheap and quality 
items would be provided to the pub-
lic. Under the supervision of the dis-
trict administration, the officials of 
all departments would perform their 
duties in the Ramadan Sasta bazaars 

and separate counters would be set 
up for all essential items and food. 
The meeting decided to form a spe-
cial squad under the supervision of 
Additional Deputy Commissioner 
Peshawar Sania Safi to issue the of-
ficial price list in the vegetable and 
fruit market on a daily basis early 
morning while the administrative 
officers would implement it across 
the district. A Ramazan control 
room would also be set up at the 
office of the Deputy Commissioner 
to address public complaints. The 
meeting was attended by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner Sania Safi, 
administrative officers and repre-
sentatives of the food department, 
agriculture department, industry de-
partment, livestock department, util-
ity store and other line departments 
and the central president of All Pa-
kistan Agricultural Commodity Mar-
kets Malik Sohni.
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An “operation clean-up” has been ordered at warehouses, shops, and 
markets by the Prime Minister to review hoarding and profiteering 
practices. The directive, specially ordered before the month of Ra-
madan, aims to deal with rising reports on commodity shortages and 
artificial price hikes across the nation. The government repeatedly as-
sures of supply being restricted by profiteers and hoarders at the end 
of the supply chain but this course of action, although stern and good 
for optics, is not effective for the larger cause. A “free hand” to the 
federal and provincial law enforcement agencies is not a comprehen-
sive plan to deal with the seriousness of the problem. Only a digital 
live monitoring and checking mechanism will work against the issue 
as “operation clean-up” will only target some cases. In this regard, 
the Sindh government has announced a more proactive approach for 
district controllers before the Ramzan. These directives include regu-
lar meetings with stakeholders, standardisation of prices, monitoring 
by Assistant Commissioners, and establishment of reporting centres. 
These directives are more thorough than just “cracking down” on 
perpetrators and if implemented with commitment may be helpful. 
A regularity of process is good and it would be better if the monitor-
ing is digitised. An awareness campaign or gazette with prices should 
also be circulated to the public so the consumer is aware of what they 
buy. A positive in the situation is that local bodies are being involved 
in the correction and control process as it will ensure transparency 
across respective jurisdictions. To effectively close the gap between 
wholesale and retail prices, reporting should be made easier as well. 
The District Administrations in Sindh have already been required to 
establish Complaint Centres for the public and should be done across 
the country. With regard to “action” promised against dealers involved 
in the crime, an example can be seen with fertilizer hoarders, who are 
being fined and caught. The Punjab Agriculture Department has taken 
action across the province and the punishment includes a 1.5 million 
fine and FIRs issued. Although harsh and deterring, this strategy is 
not always effective and can open other avenues for corruption.

Against Hoarding

As the Russia-Ukraine war enters 
its second year, Israeli political and 
military officials have watched 
US President Joe Biden’s visit to 
Ukraine closely and seen it as a sign 
of Washington’s support for Kyiv. 
Biden’s visit coincided with that of 
Knesset members Yuli Edelstein 
and Ze’ev Elkin, and that of Israeli 
Foreign Minister Eli Cohen just be-
fore them. These developments may 
require Israel to take operational 
steps, especially given the growing 
military cooperation between Russia 
and Iran. Israelis believe that it was 
good for Cohen’s visit to Ukraine to 
come days before Biden’s arrival. He 
was the first senior Israeli official 
to visit in any case, and there was 
a symbolic dimension in members 
of the Israeli Knesset standing with 
the Ukrainians alongside the US 
president. The expectations in Isra-
el are that Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu will also visit Kyiv soon. 
Israel has been very cautious about 
taking sides in the war ever since it 
was started a year ago by the Rus-
sian invasion. Netanyahu refrained 
from condemning Russia but did 
not express his sympathy with the 
Ukrainians. However, since he re-
turned to power, he has started to 
outline his expected policy towards 
the war. He has said on several oc-
casions that Israel would consider 
sending weapons to Ukraine, and 
agreed to Cohen’s visit. In such cir-
cumstances, he could make a soli-
darity trip to Ukraine without caus-
ing a crisis with Moscow. All of these 
visits to Kyiv demonstrate that there 
is visible movement by the current 
Israeli government in its position on 
the war, unlike the previous govern-
ments of Naftali Bennett and Yair 

Lapid. There is thus a greater possi-
bility that Israel will respond to west-
ern requests for it to help Ukraine. 
However, the Israelis are keen not 
to anger Russia, in case this affects 
the situation in Syria, Moscow’s ally. 
The factors that could lead Israel to 
change its policy towards Ukraine 
include the occupation state’s need 
for western support as Iran gets clos-
er to the nuclear threshold, even as 
tension between Israel and the West 
increases over Netanyahu’s judicial 
“coup”, illegal settlements and the 
danger of an explosion with the Pal-
estinians in the occupied West Bank 
and Jerusalem. There is also con-
cern that it might be seen as being 
afraid of Russia, which would harm 
Brand Israel around the world. Co-
hen’s visit to Ukraine angered Mos-
cow. This was obvious when the lat-
ter refused to postpone legal action 
to close down the Jewish Agency in 
Russia. Israel fears that this marks 
a shift in the Russian position in re-
sponse to the warming of relations 
between Tel Aviv and Kyiv. The 
Jewish Agency has been working 
in Russia for many years, encour-
aging migration to the occupation 
state and running summer camps 
and educational institutions. Before 
the calls to close its office down, the 
Russian government demanded that 
it should provide special information 
about Jews who wished to migrate 
to Israel. The agency refused, out of 
fear for their safety. Moscow’s anger 
over Israeli support for Ukraine may 
prompt even more Russian align-
ment with Iran. During Cohen’s 12-
hour visit to Kyiv he met President 
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, arguably the 
most famous Jew in the world at the 
moment. The visit had three objec-

tives: to show that Israel supports 
Ukraine just like European countries 
and the US do; to put the Iranian is-
sue at the forefront; and to increase 
Israeli humanitarian aid to Ukraine. 
Israel’s assessment is that Ukraine 
has become influential internation-
ally, and the Israelis want it on their 
side against Iran, which represents 
a common enemy. Cohen and Zel-
enskyy discussed ways to deal with 
the threat of Iranian drones being 
used in Ukraine by Russia, and they 
agreed to deepen cooperation in the 
fight against Iran in the international 
arena. Although Israel promised to 
supply Ukraine with the Iron Dome 
missile defence system six months 
ago, it has not yet done so. Ukraine 
also asked Israel for a loan, a re-
quest to which Tel Aviv has not yet 
responded either way. This is rather 
humiliating, especially for a country 
at war. With this in mind, and given 
the near-neutral policies of the Israe-
li governments led by Bennett, Lapid 
and Netanyahu, goodwill in Ukraine 
towards Israel is at an all-time low. 
We can, therefore, only expect to see 
a gradual change in Israel regarding 
the supply of weapons to Kyiv. Nev-
ertheless, the details of Cohen’s visit 
to Ukraine revealed the change in 
Israeli policy towards the war, and 
its difference to the policy of the two 
previous governments. Netanyahu’s 
current coalition government is lean-
ing towards a position closer to one 
of the warring parties, without fully 
siding with it, which may lead to dis-
agreement between Tel Aviv and the 
other party. This visit a full year after 
the Russian invasion of Ukraine re-
veals new Israeli trends towards this 
important international issue.
Courtesy: Middle East Monitor

ON Sept 19, 1960, a treaty was signed 
between India and Pakistan on water 
sharing. The decis i ons taken effec-
tively meant that the three rivers of 
the Indus River basin — each rival-
ling the size of the Colorado River — 
would not be allowed to follow their 
natural courses. This was unprec-
edented. Since the dawn of the In-
dustrial Revolution, there has been a 
growing tendency to subdue nature. 
Unsustainable development models 
have led to the reckless exploitation 
of nature, mostly driven by greed for 
capitalistic gains, power and politics. 
From overfishing to excessive mining, 
from the use of chemicals in wars to 
that of poison in agriculture, from de-
forestation to the damming of rivers, 
from chlorofluorocarbons to green-
house gas emissions, nature has been 
harmed by human beings in the past 
two centuries on an immense scale. 
The effect of this squeezing of nature 
is now manifesting itself as biodiversi-
ty loss, the extinction of species, pan-
demics, seawater intrusion, pollution 
of water resources, melting glaciers, 
heat waves, droughts, superstorms … 
the list goes on. But matters cannot go 
on unchecked. International law has a 
role to play. At present, environmen-
tal damage is only considered a crime 
under Article 8(2)(b)(iv) of the Rome 
Statute — which implicates acts of 
“widespread”, “long-term” or “severe” 
environmental damage caused by an 

act of war. The law cannot be applied 
to peacetime situations of environ-
mental damage. Corporate and state 
criminal responsibility are also exclud-
ed from the Rome Statute, therefore, 
corporations or states which cause 
widespread pollution or destruction of 
ecological systems cannot be prosecut-
ed for environmental damage. Derived 
from the terms ‘genocide’ and ‘crimes 
against humanity’, as contained in the 
Rome Statute, the idea of ‘ecocide’ 
was first proposed in the 1970s by 
biology professor Arthur W. Galston, 
when chemicals were used to destroy 
foliage and crops during the Vietnam 
War. In 1972, the Swedish prime min-
ister Olaf Palme invoked the idea of 
ecocide as an international crime at 
the UN Conference on the Human 
Environment. In 1973, Richard A. Falk 
drafted an Ecocide Convention, recog-
nising “that man has consciously and 
unconsciously inflicted irreparable 
damage [on] the environment in times 
of war and peace”. In 1985, UN special 
rapporteur Benj a min Whitaker advo-
cated the inclusion of ecocide in the 
definition of genocide; British lawyer 
Polly Higgins did pioneering work on 
ecocide; and James Crawford, an Aus-
tralian scholar, lawyer and judge at the 
International Court of Justice, contrib-
uted to making the protection of the 
environment a central part of modern 
international law. A project emerged 
in 2020, in response to a request from 

parliamentarians in Sweden to form 
the ‘Independent Expert Panel for 
the Legal Definition of Ecocide’. The 
panel included highly renowned inter-
national criminal and environmental 
lawyers from around the world. After 
six months of deliberations, the panel 
proposed the definition of ‘Ecocide’ 
and also suggested amendments to 
the Rome Statute to add ‘ecocide’ as 
the fifth crime to be tried under the 
Rome Statute. In 2021, the Expert 
Panel defined Ecocide as follows: “… 
‘ecocide’ means unlawful or wan-
ton acts committed with knowledge 
that there is a substantial likelihood 
of severe and either widespread or 
long-term damage to the environment 
being caused by those acts.” A full-
er description of the terms used was 
given: “‘Wanton’ means with reckless 
disregard for damage which would 
be clearly excessive in relation to the 
social and economic benefits antici-
pated; “‘Severe’ means damage which 
involves very serious adverse changes, 
disruption or harm to any element of 
the environment, including grave im-
pacts on human life or natural, cultural 
or economic resources; “‘Widespread’ 
means damage which extends beyond 
a limited geographic area, crosses 
state boundaries, or is suffered by an 
entire ecosystem or species or a large 
number of human beings.

Courtesy: DAWN
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Israel is gradually taking Ukraine’s side in the war against Russia
— By Dr Adnan Abu Amer

Ecocide in the Indus basin
— By Hassan Abbas

SINCE its creation, Pakistan has 
passed through multiple financial 
crises. The main contributing factors 
have been the lousy management of 
public finances and unabated corrup-
tion in the ruling elite. The present 
situation is unprecedented. Without 
foreign monetary aid, we will default 
on our loans, interest and the import 
of essential items. Some sitting min-
isters claim the country has already 
defaulted. Being in the 23rd IMF 
program, the loans from the IMF and 
friendly countries have been piling up 
perennially over the years. Without 
any cohesive financial policy and pru-
dence in spending the borrowed mon-
ey, we always went back to knocking 
at the doors of international donors, 
specifically the IMF. The cycle kept 
on repeating with the passing years; 
each new loan tranche was attached 
with stringent IMF conditions. As 
the easy money continued rolling in, 
when it was needed by the GOP, our 
ruling elite didn’t bother to tighten 
their belts. None of the governments 
that came into power would enact re-
forms and pass legislation to broad-
en the tax base, raise the revenues 
and cut down the expenditure. They 
were cherishing the easy way out of 
financial disasters riding on the back 
of the IMF. Whenever we are left with 
a few dollars in our reserves, enough 
to buy a few imported candies, reel at 
defaulting to pay back our due loans 
and struggle to meet our domestic 
expenses, we turn to the IMF. Then 
the IMF appears as a savior. Or does 
it? Government officials and inde-
pendent economic proponents pre-
dict that all our financial woes will 
evaporate once the IMF tranche flies 
in. The dollar rate will slide down, 
inflation will deflate, petrol, electric-
ity and gas prices will be slashed, 
industries will start humming again 
and the country will race down a fast 
track to prosperity. Experts opposing 
it predict catastrophic consequences 
that include unbridled inflation and 
cutthroat price hikes in petroleum 
products, electricity and gas. So what 
is the reality? As said, we have passed 
this way too many times before. But 
never like this. The IMF used to put 
harsh conditions before as well. And 

these were mainly to streamline our 
economy and the capability to make 
us stand on our feet and put an end 
to perpetual reliance on others. In the 
past, our government would accept 
the IMF conditions on paper only. 
Once the loan got transferred, the 
GOP unabashedly threw these condi-
tions into the waste basket. This time 
around, however, the IMF, well aware 
of the past shenanigans, demanded 
that the government not only accept 
all the conditions but implement 
them verbatim before even the ap-
proval of the loan tranche. The IMF 
did not budge from its demands and 
the GOP was left with no option but 
to surrender to the IMF on its terms. 
Further to add to the woes of the GOP, 
friendly countries like Saudi Arabia 
and China, that would normally ex-
tend their monetary aid whenever 
Pakistan landed in dire straits, have 
tied up their lending with the approv-
al of the IMF.  What happens next, the 
GOP, as always, is clueless. However, 
it has been taken for granted that for 
good or bad, the IMF will be there to 
pull the country out of default. One 
thing to understand is that many text-
book economic formulae and mea-
sures the IMF imposes on Pakistan, 
won’t work here. For example, with 
the devaluation of the local currency, 
the economic postulate dictates that 
the country’s exports should rise. In 
our case, the exports have drastically 
fallen. The reason is that imports of 
raw material on which our industry 
relies heavily have become expensive 
due to the increase in the dollar rate. 
With the drastic escalation in elec-
tricity and gas prices, their manufac-
tured products become much more 
costly to compete at the international 
level and unaffordable for the local 
population. The soaring imports and 
the falling exports will further widen 
the current account deficit. The bor-
rowed dollars can temporarily fill this 
gap before the state bank runs out 
of them. After that, we will be back, 
banging at the doors of international 
donors. And so it will go on. Another 
phenomenon that goes against com-
mon economic wisdom is the interest 
rate.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

IMF deja vu
— By Mushtaq Jan

Trade with India
Pakistan’s trade with India has seen 
many fluctuations since its incep-
tion. However, the last time Pakistan 
restricted trade with India was af-
ter New Delhi revoked the special 
constitutional status of Jammu and 
Kashmir in August 2019. Pakistan’s 
trade policies with India are outdated. 
Instead of direct trade we purchase 
Indian products through third coun-
tries like Dubai and Singapore which 
costs us more. Last year’s floods trig-
gered by monsoon’s torrential rains 
wreaked havoc within our country. 
In this critical situation, international 
aid agencies requested to allow them 
to bring faster aid supplies to the af-

fected through the Indian border. But 
the government did not allow them 
for relief operations. Hostilities like 
in Kashmir and other factors are the 
main reasons for restricting trade. 
Through direct trade, it can promote 
peace and act as confidence-building 
measure, which could lead to a bet-
ter, less hostile environment and can 
resume bilateral dialogue on the de-
cades-old Kashmir dispute. It can also 
promote domestic prosperity, counter 
domestic problems, promote harmo-
ny and bring internal stability. Paki-
stan faces huge economic problems, 
especially dependence on internation-
al financial institutions. Trade with 
India can save our foreign exchanges. 

Like, in 2004, it was estimated that 
Pakistan could save $110 million a 
year if it directly bought tea from In-
dia rather than Kenya or other sourc-
es. Through trade, our geographical 
proximity can promote cultural affin-
ity with the people of both countries 
because we share so much same. 
Trade will lead to improved welfare, 
cheaper commodities, lower transpor-
tation costs, and greater government 
revenue. Trade will also enhance both 
countries’ prospects for peace and 
prosperity. As the French Economist 
Frederic Bastiat said, “When goods do 
not cross borders, soldiers do.”
– Abdul Nasir Nichari,
Balochistan.

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP): The Embas-
sy of the Federal Democratic Re-
public of Ethiopia in Pakistan has 
celebrated the 127th anniversa-
ry of Adwa victory with full vigor 
and enthusiasm. The embassy wit-
nessed a day of festivity and vibran-
cy with presence of special guests 
from the government of Pakistan, 
media and diplomatic community.  
Speaking on the occasion, Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Plenipo-
tentiary of the FDRE to the Islamic 
Republic of Pakistan H.E. Jemal 
Beker Abdula said the heroic people 
of Ethiopia had registered a big tri-
umph on this day by fighting impe-
rial powers on its land. “We are the 
only nation in Africa which never 
colonized in the past and that has 
only been made sure by our brave 

people.”  He informed the guests 
that Adwa is an icon of unity, hero-
ism and perseverance led to defeat 
of the modern imperial military that 
became a foundation for African 
struggle for freedom and liberation. 
The victory of Adwa ignited global 
resistance against colonialism in 
black Africa and anti-colonial move-
ments across the globe. The spirit 
of Pan-Africanism was born and 
expanded since then. The Battle of 
Adwa which took place on March 1, 

1896 runs across the annals of both 
Ethiopian and African history, as the 
first victory of black Africa against a 
European colonial power. The nos-
talgia of the war still haunted not 
only Ethiopians but also fellow Afri-
cans and the entire black people in 
the world. The victory depicted the 
defiance and pride of Ethiopians, 
an attitude which was inherited by 
the national liberation movements 
in Africa in their struggle against 
colonialism.

PM orders inquiry into Bara Kahu flyover collapse

Standing committee on national health services 
regulations & coordination meets

Well educated and well-mannered Moharrars to be 
deployed in police stations : DPO Haripur M. Omar Khan

Two-day Hunza Festival to kick off in 
Federal Capital from March 4

Shehroze wants to summit World’s 14  
peaks above 8,000m

President refers back electricity regulation bill to 
parliament for reconsideration

Secretary Information Shahera Shahid 
promoted to Grade 22

Afghan nationals’ attempt of making ID cards foiled

Chairman HEC assures all possible support  
to SABS University

‘Her Hunnar’ exhibition to celebrate 
women entrepreneurship

CDWP approves 11 development projects worth 63.82 bn

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday took 
notice of the collapse of under-con-
struction flyover at Bara Kahu and 
formed a committee to inquire into 
the incident.  The inquiry commit-
tee, headed by former Interior Sec-
retary Shahid Khan, will examine 
every aspect of the incident that oc-
curred on Thursday. The committee 
has been directed to prepare an in-
quiry report on an emergency basis 
and submit it to the prime minister. 
PM Sharif said no negligence would 
be tolerated in the construction of 
the Bara Kahu flyover project. The 
development comes after girders of 

the under-construction flyover col-
lapsed on Thursday. Islamabad po-
lice also confirmed the incident on 
Twitter, adding that there were no 
injuries or casualties reported in the 
incident. The collapse happened in 
less than a week after the bridge’s 
shuttering came apart leaving two 
labourers dead and three injured. 
PM Shehbaz had also taken the 
notice of the incident and sought a 
report from the CDA chairman. The 
premier on September 30 had laid 
the foundation of the Bhara Kahu 
bridge and directed the National 
Logistics Cell (NLC) to complete the 
project within three months.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Stand-
ing Committee on National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coor-
dination met this morning in Par-
liament House, Mr. Khalid Hus-
sain Magsi, Chaired the meeting.  
 The Committee expressed its dis-
pleasure over the recent incident in 
Pakistan Institute of Medical Scienc-
es (PIMS) Hospital regarding used 
equipment Injection Syringes sold in 
markets as it a criminal act. The Com-
mittee recommended that M/o Nation-
al Health Services Regulations & Co-
ordination (NHSR&C) may take strict 

action against culprits and report back 
to the Committee in its next meeting. 
The Committee recommended 
that the M/o National Health Ser-
vices Regulations & Coordination 
(NHS&R) submit its pare wise com-
prehensive report on the Matter duly 
referred by the House/Hon. Speaker 
regarding discrimination by the Phar-
macy Council of Pakistan in the next 
meeting. Therefore, The Standing 
Committee appointed a Four Mem-
bers Sub-Committee on following 
Composition & Terms of Reference  
(ToR’s).

HARIPUR (Dr. Pervaiz Awan): Dis-
trict Police Officer Haripur Mo-
hammad Omar Khan said that well 
educated and well-mannered Mo-
harrars would be deployed in po-
lice stations of the district to bring 
a positive change in the culture of 
the police stations and ordered for 
scrutiny of the police staff posted in 
different police stations since long. 
District Police Officer Haripur Mo-
hammad Omar Khan who looks very 
keen to bring positive and respectable 
changes in the culture of police sta-
tions, while chatting to the media men 
said that in order to bring change in the 
police stations, well educated persons 
would be posted in the police stations 
as Moharrar through conducting prop-
er test and interviews under a unique 
procedure for deploying the staff.  
 He told that applications for the post-
ing of Moharrars in the police stations 
would be sought from Assistant Sub 

Inspector and Head constables for 
test and interviews and the officers 
with good performance and good 
manners would only be posted as Mo-
harrar.  District Police Officer Haripur 
said that a Moharrar is very important 
person in the police station, his good 
behavior, moral attitude and timely 
legal assistance to the people can im-
proves the image of the police among 
the public which is much important 
for timely resolution of the public 
complaints. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Two-day Hun-
za Festival will kick off in the Fed-
eral Capital from March 4 featuring 
number of cultural and fun activities 
from Hunza region for the enthusi-
asts of twin cities. The event which 
is being organized by Hunza Cultur-
al Forum (HCF) will not only display 
the beauty of the valley but will also 
promote the rich tourist opportuni-
ties available in the land. The event 
aimed at promoting various colorful 
aspects of the valley including cultur-
al heritage, art and crafts and tourism 
opportunities of the fairy tale land of 
Pakistan. The event will feature in-
triguing folk instrumental music by 

traditional bands from Hunza Valley, 
folk songs in various languages of the 
Valley including Burushaski, Wakhi, 
Shina, and Domaki, display of tradi-
tional handicraft products and organ-
ic cuisine of Hunza Valley and other 
regions of Gilgit-Baltistan are also a 
part of the event. Hunza Awards are 
also part of the event through which 
social, cultural, educational, and pro-
fessional contributions of the Hunzo-
kutz will be highlighted. Hunza Film 
Festival will provide a platform to 
the creative people from the Hunza 
region to screen their film and doc-
umentary work based on the culture 
and heritage of the valley.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Young Paki-
stani mountaineer Shehroze Ka-
shif deems to summit all 14 peaks 
above 8,000 meters in the world. 
According to details, Shehroze, 
who became the youngest person 
to summit the world’s second-high-
est mountain, K2, left for Nepal last 
night to attempt Annapurna 8091m 
and Dhaulagiri 8167m. Given fare-
well by his parents along with oth-
er supporters and family members, 
Shehroze announced his ambitious 
goal of becoming the world’s young-
est climber to summit all 14 peaks 
above 8,000 meters. He has already 
summited 10x 8000m above peaks 
and is the youngest climber in the 

world to do so. After a success-
ful summit, he would be left with 
only 2 peaks (Shishipangma and 
Choyou) to become the youngest 
climber to summit all 14 x 8000m.  
Shehroze’s perseverance, passion, 
and skill have made him an inspi-
ration to young mountaineers all 
over the world. He believes that 
anyone, no matter how big or small, 
can achieve their dreams with hard 
work and dedication. Shehroze said, 
“I am determined to achieve this 
goal and bring honour to my coun-
try. I want to inspire young people to 
pursue their dreams and passions, 
no matter how difficult they may 
appear.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Friday sent back the bill 
of electricity generation to the parlia-
ment for reconsideration. The ‘Elec-
tricity Generation, Transmission and 
Distribution (Amendment) Bill 2022 
was referred back to the parliament, 
the President House said in a state-
ment. The president sent back the bill 
on the advice of the prime minister in 

accordance with Articles 48(1) and 
75(1) of the Constitution.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Secre-
tary Information and Broadcasting 
Shahera Shahid has been promoted 
to Grade 22, said a press release is-
sued on Friday. Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif chaired the 27th session 
of the High Powered Selection Board 
on Friday. The Cabinet Secretariat is-
sued a notification of the promotion 
of 13 officers from Grade 21 to 22. 

The Selection Board accorded the ap-
proval for promotion of 10 officers of 
Pakistan Administrative Group from 
Garde 21 to 22. Two officers of Postal 
Group and an officer of the Informa-
tion Group have been promoted from 
Grade 21 to 22. Currently, Shahera 
Shahid has been performing her du-
ties as Secretary Information and 
Broadcasting.

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): NADRA 
center here on Friday foiled an at-
tempt of making ID cards of two Af-
ghan nationals over fake certificates. 
Police arrested the expatriates and 
booked them under the Foreign Act of 
the constitution. According to a police 
spokesman, the Afghan nationals put 
up fake documents at NADRA cen-
ter. On suspicion, the data entry op-

erators checked the documents and 
found them fake. Regional Manager 
of NADRA Center informed Police 
Station, Civil Lines. SHO Police Sta-
tion Civil Lines Nasir Abbasi arrived 
along with his team and arrested the 
Afghan nationals. The accused ar-
rested were identified as Najibullah 
and Saifullah, residents of the Pakita 
province of Afghanistan.

HYDERABAD (APP): The Chair-
man Higher Education Commis-
sion (HEC) Islamabad Dr. Mukhtar 
Ahmed has assured all possible sup-
port for uplifting the overall standard 
of Shaheed Allah Buksh University 
of Art, Design and Heritage Jams-
horo. The university spokesman 
informed here on Friday that Chair-
man HEC Islamabad held out such 
assurance to Vice Chancellor SABS 
University Prof. Dr. Arabella Bhutto 
who visited his office at Islamabad 
the other day. The Chairman HEC 
congratulated Dr. Arabella Bhutto 

on her appointment as Vice Chan-
cellor SABS University and said all 
possible support would be extend-
ed for promotion of art, uplifting of 
education standards and grant of 
scholarships so that the university 
could meet with financial deficit and 
other necessary requirements. Dr. 
Mukhtar also assured to be in close 
contact with SABS University online 
or any other convenient medium, 
the university spokesman informed 
and added that Dr. Arabella Bhutto 
thanked the HEC Chairman for his 
support towards the university.

ISLAMABAD (APP): ’Her Hunnar’, an 
exhibition of attractive products will 
celebrate women entrepreneurship 
here on March 4 and 5 at Pak China 
Friendship Center. Organized by the 
Trade Development Authority of Paki-
stan (TDAP), during the 2-day event, 
women entrepreneurs from Northern 
Areas, Azad Jammu and Kashmir, 
Gilgit Baltistan, Chitral, Swat and 
Rawalpindi Islamabad will be exhibit-
ing a range of high-quality and unique 

products Besides handicraft products 
representing Pakistan, sideline activ-
ities of the event include live cultural 
performances, seminars, kids’ arena 
and a food court featuring traditional 
cuisines from Gilgit Baltistan, Chitral, 
Swat etc. According to the organizers, 
‘Her Hunnar’ is more than just an ex-
hibition tapping the potential of wom-
en entrepreneurs. It is offering excit-
ing sideline activities for people of all 
ages to enjoy and make memories.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Central De-
velopment Working Party (CDWP) 
on Thursday approved 11 develop-
ment projects, worth Rs. 63.82 bil-
lion, during the meeting held here 
under the chairmanship of Federal 
Minister for Planning Development 
& Special Initiatives Professor Ah-
san Iqbal. The meeting was attended 
by the Secretary Planning Ministry, 
Chief Economist, Members Planning 
Commission, and representatives 
from the various ministries and di-
visions. The forum considered ten 
projects related to the Ministry of 

Housing and Works, Ministry of Na-
tional Health Services Regulations 
and Coordination, Ministry of Com-
munication, Ministry of Railways, 
and Higher Education Commission 
HEC. The forum approved China-Pa-
kistan Economic Corridor Support 
Project (2nd Revised) at the cost of 
Rs 909.285 million. The Construction 
of Lahore-Sialkot Motorway (LSM) 
link Highway,4-lane (2nd Revised 
PC-1) at the cost of Rs 371,39.000 
million, Construction of Dhudial by-
pass District Chakwal (2nd Revised) 
at the cost of Rs 1174.962 million, 

Integrated Energy Planning IEP 
for Sustainable Development at the 
cost of Rs 438.112 million, Upgra-
dation of Radiology Department at 
Shaikh Zayed Postgraduate Med-
ical Institute, Lahore at the cost of 
Rs 1372.800 million, Faculty Devel-
opment Program for Pakistani Uni-
versities (Revised) at the cost of Rs 
7142.000 million, Establishment of 
Institute of Progressive Sciences & 
Technology, Miranshah North Wa-
ziristan at the cost of Rs 2000.000 
million, National Police Hospital 
worth Rs6479.879 million.

FDRE Embassy in Pakistan Celebrates 127th Anniversary of Adwa Victory

One dead, two seriously 
injured in trick-rickshaw 

collision in Jhang

IRSA releases 99,900 
cusecs water

Modern weapons to 
provide police: IG Sindh

ISLAMABAD (APP): At least one 
person was killed and two others 
sustained critical injuries when their 
rickshaw was hit by a mini-truck 
near Ahmedpur Sial in Jhang Dis-
trict of Punjab on Friday. According 
to Rescue 1122, the accident took 
place in Pir Abdur Rehman area near 
Ahmedpur Sial where a speeding 
vehicle hit a rickshaw, killing a man 
on the spot and injuring two others, 
a private news channel reported. 
Upon receiving information, police 
and rescue teams reached the spot 
and shifted the body and injured to a 
nearbyhospital.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on |Fri-
day released 99,900 cusecs water 
from various rim stations with in-
flow of 50,700 cusecs. According 
to the data released by IRSA, water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1453.44 feet and was 55.44 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 14,800 cusecs 
while outflow as 50,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1107.55 feet, which was 
57.55 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 18,000 cusecs 
and 27,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 52,300, 41,200, 31,600 and 7,600 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 8,700 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
3,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.

SUKKUR (APP): Inspector Gener-
al (IG) Sindh Police, Ghulam Nabi 
Memon has said modern weapons 
and ammunition besides safety ma-
terials would be provided to Police 
doing their duties in hard areas and 
added the Police Stations of the Kat-
cha areas would be reinforced. He 
assured that it would not spare those 
found patronising or protecting crim-
inals even if they were or connected 
to influential individuals. Talking 
to Media outside the Sukkur High 
Court, the IG Sindh urged people to 
come forward with evidence against 
legislators involved with such gangs 
of dacoits. The people who are being 
blamed for patronising dacoits pro-
vided us funds to fight against them,” 
he said without disclosing the Names 
of the donors.
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Foreign reserves rise to $ 9.26 billion as Pakistan receives Chinese
loan disbursement

KARACHI (APP): Pakistan’s total 
liquid foreign reserves stood at US$ 
9.26 billion as of February 24, data 
released on Thursday showed. The 
State Bank of Pakistan, in a state-
ment issued here, stated that reserves 
held by the central bank increased by 
US$ 556 million to US$ 3.81 billion 

while net foreign reserves held by 
commercial banks were at US$ 5.45 
billion. The central bank received 
US$ 700 million as GoP commercial 
loan disbursement from China and 
after accounting for external debt re-
payments, SBP reserves increased by 
US$ 556 million, the statement add-

ed. In the previous week ended on 
February 17, the total liquid foreign 
reserves held by the country was US$ 
8,726.5 million. Among them, foreign 
reserves held by the SBP were US$ 
3,258.5 million while net foreign re-
serves held by commercial banks 
were US$ 5,468 million.

CDA board approves to 
establish PHA

SBP increases policy 
rate to 20% owing to 

inflation outlook

CM visits Tablighi 
Markaz Raiwind

200kg substandard 
meat discarded, two 

butchers fineda

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Board 
of Capital Development Authority 
(CDA) Thursday approved the es-
tablishment of the Parks and Hor-
ticulture Agency (PHA) to facilitate 
the residents. The CDA Board met 
under the chairmanship of Chief of 
the authority Noor ul Amin Men-
gal, said a press release issued here. 
The board had also given approval 
of Solid Waste Management Agency 
(SWMA) and Building /Housing Con-
trol Agency (BHCA). The institutional 
arrangement would help the public 
service delivery in the Federal capital.
The board also approved to adopt of 
the PM package in which the children 
of employees who died during service 
would be recruited on a permanent 
basis.

KARACHI (APP): The Monetary Pol-
icy Committee of the State Bank of 
Pakistan, on Thursday, increased the 
policy rate by 300 basis points to 20 
percent owing to an inflation outlook 
that warrants a strong policy response 
and continuity of ongoing monetary 
tightening. The Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) also stressed the 
need for fiscal consolidation with 
concerted efforts for improving the 
external position coupled with ener-
gy conservation measures to alleviate 
pressure on the external account, said 
a statement issued here. The commit-
tee noted that the national CPI infla-
tion has surged to 31.5 percent on 
year on year basis while core inflation 
rose to 17.1 percent in urban and 21.5 
percent in rural basket in February 
2023. The MPC observed that most 
of the near-term risks to the inflation 
outlook from external and fiscal ad-
justments highlighted in its January 
meeting had materialized and are 
partially reflected in the inflation out-
turns for February.

LAHORE (APP): Caretaker Chief 
Minister Punjab Mohsin Naqvi appre-
ciating the role of religious scholars 
and ulema in promoting religion, ac-
knowledged the valuable services be-
ing rendered by the Tablighi Jamaat 
for the promotion of Islam. During 
his visit to the International Tablighi 
Markaz in Raiwind, the religious 
scholars of Aalmi Tablighi Jamaat, 
including Maulana Ahmad Laat and 
Maulana Farooq, briefed the Caretak-
er CM on their activities related to the 
preaching of Islam. A proposal was 
put forward to construct a mosque, 
modelled after Al-Masjid an-Nabawi, 
at the International Tablighi Markaz 
that could accommodate up to one 
million worshipers. Chief Minister 
Mohsin Naqvi pledged his support for 
the project, stating “We have already 
had initial discussions on this pro-
posal, and with the grace of Allah Al-
mighty, this noble initiative will move 
forward.”

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Addi-
tional Director Livestock Muzaffar-
garh, Dr Muhammad Tariq discard-
ed 200 kg meat for being unfit for 
human consumption, and imposed 
heavy fines on two butchers here 
on Thursday. During a visit to main 
Bazaar along with personnel from 
Special Branch, Dr Tariq visited dif-
ferent meat shops. He observed that 
the meat being sold was unfit for hu-
man consumption and had 200 kilo-
gram of meat discarded on the spot. 
He also imposed heavy fines on 
two butchers, namely Usman and 
Imran.

HEC to ensure quality standards in higher  
education sector, Ahsan Iqabl

ISLAMABAD (APP): A meeting 
was held under the chairmanship 
of the Federal Minister for Plan-
ning Development & Special Ini-
tiatives Ahsan Iqbal to discuss the 
performance audit framework & 
pending HEC initiatives. Chairman 
HEC Dr. Mukhtar Ahmad and se-
nior officials of the ministry were 
also present in the meeting while 
member S&T, Dr. Najeeb Ullah 
briefed the forum on various ongo-
ing and pending projects of the Sci-
ence & Technology sector as well. 
The Federal Minister stressed that 
the Higher Education Commission 
(HEC) to ensure quality standards 
in the higher education sector in 
light of the six 06 parameters and 
associated KPIs for standardization. 
These include: Quality and impact 
of Research and Innovation. Univer-
sity-Industry Linkages. Technology 
enablement. Corporate Governance. 
Community Service. Gradu-
ate Quality and employability 

The Federal Minister directed the 
concerned authorities to create cor-
porate-level innovation labs in vari-
ous universities and to provide all the 
facilities in the existing innovation 
labs. The federal minister further 
directed HEC to include entrepre-
neurship and exports-lead growth 
as course subjects making it part of 
degree programs in all universities 
to enhance capacity of the students. 
During the meeting, projects relat-
ed to science & technology under 
PSDP were also deliberated in de-
tail. Minister for Planning assured 
of all possible support related to 
the approval process and release of 
funds for the proposed projects.

Police arrest four for firing and creating 
disturbance at ‘Sweety’ and ‘Priya’ party

IPO Chairman holds consultative meeting with 
copyright stakeholders

MD NTDC seeks strict action against miscreants 
involved in theft of transmission line material

Federal PPRA hands over e-Procurement  
software to Punjab

RPO pays surprise visit to Police Lines Mess

CNS chairs 49th BOG meeting at Bahria University

‘Women’s confidence, media awareness key to 
eliminate harassment’: Kashmala Tariq

10 vehicles smuggling wheat flour impounded 
with 2136 bags

Pakistan needs to increase local,  
foreign investment: Ambreen Iftikhar

Senate Committee urges respect to the  
rights of teachers

HARIPUR (Dr. Pervaiz Awan): 
The orders of the Deputy Com-
missioner and DPO Haripur were 
blown up in the dance of the eu-
nuchs and in aerial firing, four peo-
ple were detained, three pistols 
and a sound system were seized.  
According to sources, aerial firing 
fireworks, unnecessary use of loud-
speakers and obscene gatherings 
of transgenders is banned across 
the district. But taking full advan-
tage of the administration’s weak 
grip, enthusiasts from other areas 
come to Ghazi to fulfill their passion. 
Last night too, a few influential peo-
ple from the other district organized 
a birthday ceremony of an eunuch 
(Khawaja sara) named Sweeti 
in a local wedding hall at Ghazi.  
A large number of eunuchs (Kha-

waja saras)  and their lovers from 
Swabi, Mardan, Peshawar and At-
tock participated in the  birthday 
ceremony. Cake was cut late at 
night and wild music was played 
at the occasion, dancing, fireworks 
and aerial firing had made so much 
noise as hill was dropped in the area. 
Meanwhile, two groups of lovers 
of two eunuchs named Sweety and 
Priya  got into a fight, shouting and 
cross-firing in an attempt to deny the 
right of friendship to other. The local 
residents told that, on receipt of infor-
mation of the incident police reached 
at the spot, they lodged an FIR un-
der loudspeaker act and aerial firing 
against the owner of the wedding 
hall and the sound system, four peo-
ple were detained, three pistols and a 
sound system were seized.

LAHORE (APP): Intellectual Proper-
ty Rights Organization (IPO) Chair-
man Farrukh Amil chaired the 5th 
consultative meeting with copyright 
stakeholder on proposed amend-
ments copyright ordinance, 1962 (as 
amended in year 2000) here at Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
(LCCI), on Thursday. Film directors, 
actors, producers, musicians, writers, 
singers and enforcement agencies 
from Punjab attended the meeting. On 
this occasion, the IPO Chairman said 
that proposed amendments aimed 

at bringing copyright ordinance in 
consonance with IPO-Pakistan Act 
2012. He added that such consultative 
meetings would also help the IPO in 
bringing new technologies within the 
scope of existing definition in Copy-
right Ordinance 1962. The new defi-
nition like musician, composer and 
performers had also been added, he 
maintained. “Last but not least, the 
proposed amendments in consul-
tation with copyright stakeholders 
would go a long way to protect their 
rights,” he hoped.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A delegation 
headed by Managing Director Nation-
al Transmission and Despatch Com-
pany (NTDC) Engr. Dr. Rana Abdul 
Jabbar Khan met DIG Police Hyder-
abad Range Pir Muhammad Shah to 
seek quick action against miscreants 
involved in theft of NTDC transmis-
sion line material of 220kV and 500kV 
transmission lines passing through 
Nooriabad, Lonikot, Jamshoro, Kha-
not and Daddu. During the meeting, 
MD NTDC asked DIG Police Hyder-
abad Range to assist NTDC security 

teams in lodging FIR besides taking 
action against culprits involved in theft 
of national assets, said a press release. 
MD NTDC apprised the police chief 
that 15 incidents of damage to trans-
mission towers have been reported 
which has caused a considerable fi-
nancial loss to NTDC. Engr. Dr. Rana 
Abdul Jabbar Khan also sought quick 
registration of FIRs, recovery of sto-
len material, occasional patrolling by 
local police in theft high-risk zone for 
creating deterrence and inclusion of 
Anti-Terrorism Act clauses in the FIRs.

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Planning 
& Development board (P&D) here 
on Thursday organized a ceremony 
wherein Federal Public Procurement 
Regulatory Authority (PPRA) hand-
ed over e-Procurement software to 
Punjab PPRA. Punjab Chief Secre-
tary/Punjab PPRA Chairperson Zahid 
Akhtar Zaman was the chief guest 
at the handing/taking over ceremo-
ny for e-Procurement software. On 
this occasion, the participants were 
briefed about the key features of the 
e-Procurement software including the 

capacity for e-registration, generate 
e-bid assessment methods, e-planning 
and e-advertising, accessibility of bid 
documentation, e-grievance’s redres-
sal system, e-invoicing, and others. 
Chief Secretary Zahid Akhtar Zaman 
appreciated the efforts and instructed 
to expedite the deployment process of 
software. He added that Punjab PPRA 
had initiated e-procurement Project in 
2021 for implementation of e-Procure-
ment across Punjab with an objective 
to strengthen public procurement 
management system in the province.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Regional Police 
Officer (RPO) Rawalpindi Region, 
Syed Khurram Ali here on Friday paid 
a surprise visit to Police Lines Mess. 
The RPO inspected the kitchen and 
the quality of food being supplied to 
the force. He also ate food with the 
police personnel present in the mess 
and inquired about the standard of 
the food. The RPO directed the Su-
perintendent of Police, Headquarters 

and Deputy Superintendent of Police, 
Headquarters to regularly conduct 
surprise visits to the mess to check 
food quality. Timely delivery of qual-
ity food to the police jawans posted 
on point duty in the field should be 
ensured, Syed Khurram Ali instructed 
the authorities concerned. He said, all-
out efforts should be made to ensure 
welfare of the force and provision of 
quality facilities.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chief of the Na-
val Staff (CNS) Admiral Muhammad 
Amjad Khan Niazi in his capacity as 
Pro-Chancellor and Chairman BoG, 
chaired the 49th Board of Governors 
(BoG) Meeting at Bahria University 
Head Office here on Friday. The ses-
sion of BoG commenced with a de-
tailed briefing to the board on various 
activities undertaken at the University 
which included development and di-
versification in academic disciplines, 
infrastructure and new initiatives in 

academic and non-academic domains, 
a Pakistan Navy news release said. He 
was further briefed about the austerity 
measures being executed by Bahria 
University in the current situation of 
inflation and crisis. The CNS appre-
ciated the dedicated and extensive ef-
forts of Bahira University in not only 
imparting quality education to the 
students but also contributing towards 
their character and personality build-
ing through adopting modern teach-
ing pedagogies.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Women’s confi-
dence and media awareness are the 
key weapons to eliminate harassment 
from the society where all stakehold-
ers need to play a collective role active-
ly for the protection of rights of wom-
en, former Fed�eral Ombudsperson 
for Protection against Harassment of 
Women at Workplace Kashmala Tariq 
Friday stressed on Friday. Talking to 
a private news channel, Kashmala 
said that the Federal Ombudsman for 
protection against Harassment has 
been strengthened and empowered 
to protect the rights of women, add-
ing, we have ensured that there is ef-
fective implementation of workplace 
harassment laws across the country 

in order to enable women to reach 
their full potential. She said with the 
Ombudsman awareness drives wom-
en now are more aware of their rights 
and they feel protected at workplaces 
and actively taking part in economic 
activities. Ombudsman objective is to 
create awareness in society and pro-
vide free of cost legal services regard-
ing harassment faced by females, she 
mentioned. We need to work on break-
ing stereotypes and giving women the 
strength to raise their voices, she add-
ed. She also lauded the performance 
and achievements of the Ombudsmen 
in providing expeditious and free-of-
cost justice to the people against ad-
ministrative injustices.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Food De-
partment Rawalpindi and district po-
lice on Friday caught 10 vehicles with 
2136 wheat flour bags while 10 ac-
cused were also sent behind the bars. 
According to a district administration 
spokesman, the food Department 
Rawalpindi and Potohar Division Po-
lice conducted raids in Naseerabad 
and Saddar Wah areas and rounded 
up Syed Akbar, Murad, Bahadar, Reh-

man, Farhad, Zahidullah, Waheed, Li-
aquat, Numan and Khan Muhammad 
and recovered 2136 flour bags from 
their possession. He informed that 
the authorities of the food department 
along with Potohar Division Police 
conducted raids in their respective ju-
risdiction and rounded up the wheat 
flour smugglers. The accused were 
trying to illegally ship wheat flour out 
of the Rawalpindi division, he added.

LAHORE (APP): Board of Invest-
ment (BoI) Additional Secretary 
Ambreen Iftikhar said on Thursday 
that ‘Invest Pakistan’ initiative was 
being launched keeping in view the 
fact that in year 2021, US $ 175 bil-
lion were invested in South Asian 
countries out of which Pakistan 
could attract only US $ 2 billion for-
eign investment. She added that Pa-
kistan needed to take effective and 
appropriate measures to increase 
its local and foreign investments, 
adding that under ‘Invest Pakistan’ 
initiative, a national framework for 
investment would be developed at 
first. She was briefing the business 
community at Invest Pakistan Con-

cept Launch Event here at Lahore 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry 
(LCCI) where LCCI President Ka-
shif Anwar, BoI Director General 
Zulfiqar Ali and Director Adnan 
Munir Rajput also spoke, while the 
chamber’s Executive Committee 
members attended the event. The 
Additional Secretary said that pro-
cess through which BoI would en-
courage investors to invest in Paki-
stan, would be based on investors’ 
targeting. She said that national 
framework would not only notify the 
investment but also help operation-
alize it and facilitate the investors 
by identifying and realizing them 
regarding investment opportunities.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Federal Education 
and Professional Training in a meeting 
held on Thursday stressed the need to 
remove all injustices from the educa-
tional system and ensure equal rights to 
those serving academia. The committee 
discussed the matter of issuance of no-
tification for appointment/posting of Ju-
nior Lady Teachers at Islamabad Model 
College. Chairman Committee, Senator 
Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui, while reviewing 
the matter and hearing out the teach-
ers present at the meeting emphasized 
that all out efforts must be made to curb 
the practice of hiring teachers on daily 
wages. While negating the remarks of 
Director FDE who termed the teachers 
as his daughters, Chairman Committee 
Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui said that 
the story would have been completely 
different, had this ‘truly’ been the case. 

He added that if Director FDE meant 
what he said the teachers in question 
would not have been left to struggle, 
for years, on their own. It was heart-
rending to see that some teachers had 
been serving on daily wages for the past 
15 years without proper compensation 
for their services. Chairman Committee 
Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui directed 
the Federal Public Service Commis-
sion to regularize the said teachers at 
the earliest and submit an implemen-
tation report within 15 days. He also 
asserted that all pending dues must be 
cleared within a week. While consider-
ing the International Islamic University 
(Amendment) Bill, 2023 the Committee 
after reviewing the reservations put for-
ward by HEC, recommended that the 
Commission may sit with the Mover, 
Senator Mushtaq Ahmed and review 
the Bill in detail.
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President for inclusive approach towards persons with disabilities

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Friday stressed an inclu-
sive approach towards persons with 
disabilities in all areas of life partic-
ularly education to help them make 
active members of society. Except for 
a few mental disorders, he said, the 
system should accommodate chil-
dren with different abilities in regular 
schools and provide tailor-made jobs 

to them in accordance with their skill 
set. Addressing the 5th Cerebral Palsy 
Conference here at Pakistan Institute 
of Medical Sciences (PIMS), he said 
physically and mentally challenged 
children needed care and empathy 
from the society and also the readi-
ness to accept them as any other child. 
Cerebral palsy is a group of disorders 
that affect a person’s ability to move 

and maintain balance and posture. 
President Alvi said the persons with 
physical, visual and hearing deficien-
cies had the same intellectual capacity 
as other people and thus needed sup-
port by the society to help them func-
tion better. The president emphasized 
raising awareness in the society to be 
empathetic towards the persons with 
physical and mental weaknesses.

Farmers advised to use 
urea carefully

SMEDA to organize 
workshop on March 08

Railways track rehabilitation 
in full swing

More than 1.58 million 
plants to be planted

SARGODHA (APP): The Agriculture 
department has advised the farmers 
to use nitrogen fertiliser (urea) care-
fully to obtain good quantity of wheat 
yield from per acre of land. Accord-
ing to Agriculture spokesman, here 
on Friday, farmers must use Urea for 
50 to 55 days to achieve better pro-
duction of wheat. “Use of Urea more 
than required quantity leads to less 
production of wheat.” Farmers should 
seek guidance from the staff of the 
Agriculture Extension Department 
before using nitrogen fertiliser (urea), 
he said.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Small and 
Medium Enterprises Development 
Authority (SMEDA) is going to or-
ganize a workshop on “Regulatory 
Compliance for Hotels and Restau-
rants” for profitable business growth 
on March 08 (Wednesday). The ses-
sion is being offered by SMEDA un-
der National Business Development 
Programme (NBDP) for SMEs, to ex-
tend non-financial advisory services 
to small and medium businesses, ac-
cording to a source in the authority. 
The objective of the training program 
includes laws and regulations govern-
ing the hotels and restaurants indus-
try, ensuring compliance proactively, 
building your brand for business suc-
cess through compliance and win-
ning customer loyalty. The workshop 
offers highly subsidized one-day and 
three-day demand base training to 
enable relevant SMEs and their staff 
to enhance their institutional and sec-
toral expertise.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The rehabilita-
tion work on railways track was in 
full swing, improving the speed of the 
locomotives to carry passengers to 
their respective destinations on time, 
Pakistan Railways officials said on 
Friday. The infrastructure, including 
the track and signalling system from 
Karachi to Peshawar, Main Line-I 
(ML-I), and doubling of track from 
Lahore to Peshawar (462.20 Km) was 
also being revamped, he told APP. 
The official noted that the length of 
the track was 1,726 kilometres and 
the department has planned to im-
prove speed up to 160 kilometres per 
hour in the project of up-gradation of 
ML-I under the China-Pak Econom-
ic Corridor (CPEC). In this regard, 
the official said that a modified PC-I 
amounting to Rs. 9.851 billion has got 
approval from the Executive Commit-
tee of the National Economic Council 
(ECNEC).

BAHAWALPUR (APP): As many as 
1.589 million plants will be planted 
across the district during the Spring 
Plantation Campaign 2023. This was 
revealed in a meeting held under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Commissioner 
Bahawalpur Zaheer Anwar Jappa in the 
committee room of his office today. Ad-
ditional Deputy Commissioner Head-
quarters Sumera Rabbani, Assistant 
Commissioner Bahawalpur Sadar, As-
sistant Commissioner Bahawalpur City, 
Chief Executive Officer Bahawalpur 
Waste Management Company Naeem 
Akhtar, District Forest Officer Bahawal-
pur Haroon Tufail, Excise and Taxation 
Officer Abdul Khaliq, Senior Engineer 
Sui Gas Muhammad Imran Khan, Chief 
Officer Municipal Corporation Mian 
Asif Iqbal, DHO Dr. Khalid Chanar 
and officers of other departments were 
present. Deputy Commissioner Zaheer 
Anwar Jappa said that plants would be 
planted under a devised strategy during 
the spring plantation campaign.

President appoints Malik Abdul Wali Kakar as 
Balochistan governor

PML-N’s Central General Council to meet on March 10

Rear Admiral Muhammad Saleem takes over 
as Commander Karachi

Bilawal to preside over ‘Women in Islam’ moot 
among engagements during upcoming N.Y. visit

PM affirms fraternal ties with Qatar in diverse fields

Four suspects held; arms, ammunition  
recovered during search operation in Dera

CTO directs Traffic Wardens to ensure smooth 
flow of traffic during PSL matches

World Wildlife Day celebrated in Gilgit

AJK President seeks Kashmiri expatriates’  
proactive role in Kashmir solution

Normal precipitation, above normal  
temperatures likely in March to May

8,647 graduates get training in freelancing centers

First ever digital population census 2023 under 
way smoothly countrywide : Spokesperson

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Friday appointed Malik 
Abdul Wali Kakar as the governor 
of Balochistan. The president made 

the appointment on the advice of the 
prime minister in accordance with 
Articles 48(1) and 101 of the Consti-
tution.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Secretary Gen-
eral Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz 
(PML-N) Ahsan Iqbal has summoned 
the party’s Central General Council 
to meet on Friday (March 10) at 2 pm 
in Convention Centre Islamabad. The 
main agenda of the meeting would 
be the election of the party’s central 
office bearers. Members from various 
regions of Pakistan as well as party 

committees and senators would be in 
attendance. Central council members 
of Punjab, Balochistan, Sindh, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, Gilgit-Baltistan, 
Azad Kashmir and Islamabad would 
attend the meeting. Apart from this, 
the members of the party’s central ex-
ecutive committee, central parliamen-
tary committee and senators would 
also be in attendance.

KARACHI (APP): Rear Admiral 
Muhammad Saleem assumed the 
responsibilities as Commander Ka-
rachi (COMKAR) during Change 
of Command ceremony held here 
on Friday. Rear Admiral Mian Za-
kirullah Jan handed over the Com-
mand to the newly appointed Com-
mander Karachi, a Pakistan Navy 
news release said. Rear Admiral 
Muhammad Saleem is graduate of 
Pakistan Navy War College,Lahore 
and National Defence University, 
Islamabad. The Admiral has an il-
lustrious naval career covering vast 
experience of various Command 

and Staff appointments. In recogni-
tion of his meritorious services the 
Admiral was awarded Hilal-e-Imti-
az (Military) by the Government of 
Pakistan. The Change of Command 
ceremony was attended by Pakistan 
Navy officers, CPOs/ Sailors and 
Navy Civilians.

UNITED NATIONS (APP): Paki-
stan’s Foreign Minister, Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari, arrives in New York next 
week for a hectic, 4-day visit during 
which he will preside over a confer-
ence on ‘Women in Islam’ to be held 
on the sidelines of the 67th Session 
of the U.N. Commission on the Sta-
tus of Women (CSW). Hosted by Pa-
kistan in its capacity as the chair of 
the OIC Council of Foreign Ministers 
(CFM), the one-day conference will 
take place in the Economic and So-
cial Council’s chamber at UN head-
quarters on March 8, a day after the 
foreign minister arrives. On March 7, 
FM Bilawal is also expected to par-
ticipate in a high-level UN Security 
Council debate on ‘Women, Peace 
and Security’, sponsored by Mozam-

bique in its capacity as the Council’s 
President for March. Meanwhile, the 
stated objective of the conference, 
convened by Pakistan, is to bridge 
the perception-reality gap on the 
rights of women in Islam and cele-
brate the experiences and successes 
of iconic Muslim women. It is aimed 
at establishing an annual policy dia-
logue to address challenges and ex-
plore opportunities to advance the 
role of women role in OIC countries.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday affirmed 
the fraternal relations between Pa-
kistan and Qatar in diverse fields, 
based on common values and aspira-
tions for future. The prime minister 
expressed these views in a meeting 
with Qatar’s ambassador Sheikh 
Saoud Bin Abdulrahman bin Faisal 
Al Thani, who briefed him on various 
activities undertaken to enhance the 
brotherly relations between the two 
countries. Shehbaz Sharif acknowl-
edged the mutual commitment of 
both sides to translate the deep-root-
ed relations into mutually rewarding 
economic ties. He thanked Qatar for 
its humanitarian support to people of 

Pakistan in the aftermath of unprec-
edented floods in 2022. He stressed 
the importance of further enhancing 
bilateral cooperation in all avenues 
of mutual interest and benefit. Qatari 
Ambassador thanked the prime min-
ister for his stewardship in further-
ing the brotherly bilateral relations 
and assured reciprocity and support 
from the Qatari side in this regard.

D.I.KHAN (APP): The district po-
lice have arrested four suspects and 
recovered arms and ammunition 
during a search and strike operation 
here in the limits of Daraban Police 
Station on Friday. According to po-
lice spokesman, a search and strike 
operation was conducted in Daraban 
area under the leadership of SP Kula-
chi Circle Asif Mehmood along with 
Kulachi Police Station SHO Abdul 

Ghafar Khan. During the operation, 
the police arrested one Eid Gul, a res-
ident of Barandai Kalai and recovered 
one 9mm pistol and nine cartridges 
from his possession. Similarly, anoth-
er accused Qamar Zaman, a resident 
of Kirri Bakhtiyar, was held with 650-
gram hashish. Moreover, two Afghan 
nationals including Ikram Uddin and 
Yar Muhammad were arrested due to 
not having travelling documents.

RAWALPINDI (APP): City Traffic Of-
ficer (CTO) Rawalpindi Tamoor Khan 
here on Friday directed the Traffic 
Wardens to ensure smooth flow of traf-
fic particularly during Pakistan Super 
League (PSL) matches in Rawalpin-
di Cricket Stadium. During a visit to 
different routes including Stadium 
Road (Double Road) and other areas, 
he inspected the traffic arrangements 
and instructed the City Traffic Police 
(CTP) officers to make all-out efforts 
during the movement of the cricket 
teams and matches to avoid gridlock 

on city roads. He informed that 347 
CTP personnel including 206 Traf-
fic Wardens, 107 Traffic Assistants, 
27 Inspectors and seven DSPs were 
performing duties to regulate traffic 
in the circle. The CTP had issued a 
comprehensive traffic plan for the 
convenience of citizens regarding the 
PSL cricket matches being played in 
Rawalpindi Stadium, he added. The 
CTP had made special arrangements 
to ensure smooth flow of traffic par-
ticularly on alternative routes during 
matches, he said.

GILGIT (APP): The World Wildlife 
Day was celebrated in Gilgit to raise 
awareness of the mountain ecosystem 
of Gilgit-Baltistan and the protection 
of wildlife among students. In this re-
gard, the World Wildlife Fund-Pakistan 
(WWF-Pakistan) in collaboration with 
Gilgit-Baltistan Forest, Wildlife Depart-
ment and Snow Leopard Foundation 
organized an event at Fatima Jinnah 
Degree College for Women, Gilgit on 
Friday. The purpose of the event was 
to raise awareness of world’s forests 
and woodlands and preservation of 
the millions of livelihoods that depend 
directly on them, with a particular at-
tention to traditional knowledge of 
the communities who have managed 
forest ecosystems and wildlife. A short 
documentary film was screened high-
lighting the snow leopard protection 
and conservation of Himalayan ibexes. 
Meher Angaz, Principal Fatima Jin-
nah Degree College for women Gilgit 

welcomed the guests and emphasized 
on the students to play their role for a 
better mountain ecosystem. Chief Con-
servator, Forest and Wildlife Depart-
ment GB gave a detailed presentation 
on the current wildlife situation in GB 
and how the community-based tro-
phy hunting program is contributing 
in the region. Art and painting gallery 
was embellished with wildlife paint-
ings made by the fine arts department 
students of the college. Raja Zikriya 
Maqpoon, minister for wildlife, forest, 
parks and environment for GB, was the 
chief guest at the event. In his speech, 
he appreciated the collaborative efforts 
of public-private partnership for the 
protection of wildlife. The chief guest 
also inaugurated the nature club at the 
college established with the support of 
WWF-Pakistan and FCDO. Speaking 
on the occasion, he said GB has mighty 
mountains, renowned glaciers, flora 
and fauna and a diverse landscape.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Azad Jam-
mu and Kashmir President, Barris-
ter Sultan Mahmood Chaudhry, has 
urged the overseas Kashmiris to play 
their due role in resolving the linger-
ing dispute of Indian illegally occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir (IIOJ&K). 
Barrister Sultan expressed these 
views while talking to Pamela Malik, 
Ghazala Khan and Kanwal Khan of 
the Jammu and Kashmir Self-Deter-
mination Movement International, 
(JKSDMI) (UK), said a press release. 
He said overseas Kashmiris owed 
even a greater responsibility vis a 
vis resolving the Kashmir dispute 
and highlighting the woeful plight 

of their Kashmiri brethren who have 
been terribly suffering under India’s 
brutal suppression for the past sever-
al decades. Briefing the visiting del-
egates about the prevailing political 
and human rights situation in IIOJK, 
the AJK president said Kashmiris 
have been facing the brunt of India’s 
prolonged military occupation with 
the utmost courage and resilience. 
He said India has turned the occu-
pied territory into a military garrison 
by deploying over 900,000 military 
and paramilitary troops. The mas-
sive troops’ concentration, he said, 
has made the life of Kashmiris mis-
erable.

LAHORE (APP): The Met office has 
predicted nearly normal precipita-
tion over most parts of the country 
and above normal temperatures 
with chances of heat wave episodes 
during March to May. According to 
the Pakistan Meteorological Depart-
ment, the long lasting La-Ni�a con-
dition has finally made transition 
to a neutral state and is expected to 
remain neutral throughout the sea-
son MAM 2023 (March, April, May). 
Based on the global and regional cir-
culation patterns, overall, a tenden-
cy for nearly normal precipitation is 
likely over most parts of the coun-
try. Northern parts of Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa and most of Gilgit-Baltistan 
may receive slightly below normal 
precipitation. Seasonal mean tem-
peratures are expected to remain 
above normal over most parts of the 
country with chances of heat wave 
episodes. Meanwhile, based on the 
expected warmer conditions during 
the coming months, the Rabi crops 
will get mature earlier, also, the wa-
ter requirements for the standing 
crops (Kharif season) are likely be 
enhanced. The increase in maximum 
temperature along with dry condi-
tion would be supportive for early 
onset of pollen season in major cit-
ies, eg Islamabad, Lahore.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Ministry of 
Information Technology has provid-
ed financial assistance for the estab-
lishment of about 20 training centers 
under the National Freelance Train-
ing Program to impart IT training to 
fresh graduates. “As many as 8,647 
graduates were trained through In-
ternational standard IT courses and 
these students contributed to the 
country’s economy by earning $23 
million through freelancing after 
training, said an official of the Min-
istry of IT. He said, during the year 
2022, around 1,638 new IT companies 
got registered with Pakistan Software 
Export board, while 761 call centers 

and 1,463 freelancers were also reg-
istered with the PSEB. He said the 
ministry was also establishing spe-
cialized incubation centers in agricul-
ture and textile, aerospace technolo-
gies, gaming and animation to create 
more businesses in these areas and 
boost exports. For the provision of 
early-stage investment, he said Ignite 
was starting an accelerator program 
so that early-age startups can sustain 
their businesses. Ignite is collaborat-
ing with international partners like 
Plug & Play, orbit, DMZ, 500 global 
and hub 71 so that the local startup 
ecosystem can be exposed to interna-
tional investors.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Spokesperson 
of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, Mu-
hammad Sarwar Gondal on Friday 
said that the country’s first-ever dig-
ital population and housing census 
got underway across the country. He 
said around 121000 field enumerators 
have been deployed for the purpose. 
Talking to the ptv news channel, Mu-
hammad Sarwar Gondal said during 
this phase, door-to-door enumerators 

are visiting door-to-door houses with 
the latest tablet technology to collect 
household family data, adding, the 
aim of the census was to collect and 
collate details such as property usage, 
types of businesses and the demo-
graphics of individuals, nationals and 
residents alike. ”The government aim 
of conducting this census was to plan 
better policies for the growth and de-
velopment of the society”, he added.
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Ericsson to pay over $200 mn for breaching US deal over Iraq graft

Over 4.8m cotton bales reach ginneries across Pakistan, with 34.49 pc decrease

Pharmaceutical goods’ export increases by 32.37% to US$205.138 mln

Germany’s trade surplus grows to $17.7B in January

Karandaaz Pakistan signs data sharing agreement with TASDEEQ Credit Bureau

S. Korea’s online shopping rises 6.3 pct in January

Mexico’s economy expands 3.1% in 2022

New home sales in US jump 7.2% in January

Elon Musk hints at next generation Teslas, more efficient factories

STOCKHOLM (Agencies): Swedish 
telecom equipment maker Erics-
son has said it will pay a $207 mil-
lion fine for breaching a deal with 
US authorities by not disclosing an 
investigation relating to suspected 
bribes to the Islamic State group in 
Iraq. The company entered “a guilty 
plea regarding previously deferred 
charges relating to conduct prior to 
2017,” for not disclosing an internal 
2019 investigation relating under a 
2019 Deferred Prosecution Agree-
ment (DPA), it said in a statement 

late Thursday. “The entry of the plea 
agreement will bring the 2019 DPA 
to an end,” the company said of the 
195 million euro fine. The Swedish 
company had already announced 
in January that it had earmarked 

2.3 billion kronor ($220 million) to 
cover potential fines over the issue, 
which would be booked in the fourth 
quarter of 2022. It had already 
agreed in 2019 to pay $1 billion in 
penalties to US authorities to close 
corruption cases in Djibouti, Chi-
na, Vietnam, Indonesia and Kuwait. 
Ericsson said it had entered the de-
ferred prosecution agreement “to 
resolve previously disclosed Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act (FCPA) viola-
tions relating to conduct in several 
countries between 2010 and 2016.”

MULTAN (APP): Seed cotton (Phut-
ti) equivalent to over 4.8 million 
or exactly 48,75,222 bales have 
reached ginning factories across 
the country till March 1,2023 regis-
tering decrease of 34.49 percent as 
compared to corresponding period 
of last year. According to a fort-
nightly report of Pakistan Cotton 
Ginners Association (PCGA) re-
leased on Friday, over 4.8 million 

or 48,56,178 bales have undergone 
the ginning process i.e converted 
into bales. Cotton arrivals in Punjab 
were recorded at over 2.9 million 
or 29,96,203 bales registering a de-
crease of 23.74 percent as compared 
to corresponding period of last 
year when arrivals were recorded 
39,28,690 bales. Sindh generated 
over 1.8 million or 18,79,019 bales 
registering a decrease of 46.51 pc as 

compared to the corresponding pe-
riod of last year when arrivals were 
recorded 35,13,143 bales. Textile 
sector bought 44,21,007 bales while 
exporters purchased 4900 bales and 
Trading Corporation of Pakistan 
(TCP) didn’t buy during the cotton 
season 2022-23. Sanghar district of 
Sindh topped with 8,13,526 bales 
followed by Bahawalnagar district 
of Punjab with 6,06,914 bales.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The export of 
pharmaceuticals goods from the coun-
try has witnessed an increase of 32.37 
percent during the first seven months 
of the fiscal year (2022-23) as com-
pared to the corresponding period last 
year. Pakistan exported pharmaceuti-
cal products worth US$ 205.138 mil-
lion during the period from July-Jan-
uary (2022-23) as compared to the 
export of US$ 154.973 million during 

July-January (2021-22), showing a 
growth of 32.37 percent, according 
to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics 
(PBS). In terms of quantity, the export 
of pharmaceutical goods also rose by 
104. 67 percent from 16,718 metric 
tons to 34,217 metric tons, the data 
revealed. Meanwhile, on a year-on-
year basis, the pharmaceutical goods’ 
export increased by 77.19 percent 
during the month of January 2023 as 

compared to the same month of last 
year. The pharmaceutical exports in 
January 2023 were recorded at US 
$30.114 million against the export of 
US$ 16.996 million in January 2022, 
the PBS data revealed. On a month-
on-month basis, the exports of phar-
maceutical goods however decreased 
by 3.41 percent in January 2023 as 
compared to US$ 31.176 million in 
December 2022.

ANKARA (Agencies): Germany’s for-
eign trade balance posted a €16.7 bil-
lion ($17.7 billion) surplus in January, 
provisional data from Destatis showed 
on Friday. The trade surplus grew from 
€10.0 billion the prior month and €12.1 
billion in January 2022. The country’s 
exports jumped 8.6% year-on-year to 
€130.6 billion this January while im-

ports increased 5.2% to €113.9 billion. 
Germany exported goods worth of 
€71.9 billion to EU member states, and 
imported goods to the value of €59.6 
billion from the bloc in the month. The 
country’s shipments to non-EU coun-
tries reached €58.7 billion and imports 
totaled €54.2 billion. Most German 
exports went to the US in January, 

reaching €12.7 billion. It was followed 
by China with €7.7 billion and the UK 
with €6.1 billion. Germany imported 
the most from China with €12.7 bil-
lion, followed by the US with €8.3 bil-
lion and the UK with €3.3 billion. Ex-
ports to Russia amounted to €1 billion 
in January, surging 12.3% month-on-
month but dropping 60% year-on-year.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Karandaaz Paki-
stan signed a data sharing agreement 
with TASDEEQ, a private credit bu-
reau operating in Pakistan. By joining 
hands with TASDEEQ, Karandaaz will 
be enhancing the data offered through 
its data portal (https://portal.karan-
daaz.com.pk/) to include enterprise 
credit information for more than 70 
sub-sectors in Pakistan. The lending 
data will also be disaggregated by ge-
ography at the provincial, district and 
city level, and categorized by type of 
credit provider, said a press release is-
sued here on Friday. Speaking about 

the partnership and what data access 
at this scale will mean for Pakistan, 
Mr. Waqas ul Hasan, CEO Karan-
daaz, said, “Karandaaz’s Data Portal 
is a state-of-the-art platform through 
which information on financial inclu-
sion, and macro and micro economic 

indicators can be obtained, layered, 
analyzed, and shared with relative 
ease. We are constantly adding to the 
depth and breadth of the data points 
on this portal and our partnership with 
TASDEEQ is a testament to these ef-
forts. This will be the first time that a 
private credit bureau in Pakistan will 
share aggregated information on a 
wide array of credit indicators on a 
publicly accessible data portal. I am 
very pleased with this partnership and 
the countless possibilities it opens up 
for researchers, academics, financial 
institutions and policy makers.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): South Korea’s 
online shopping logged a single-digit 
increase in January due to stronger 
demand for travel and leisure ser-
vices as well as food and beverage, 
statistical office data showed Friday. 
Shopping in cyberspace stood at 
17.92 trillion won (13.7 billion U.S. 
Dollars) in January, up 6.3 percent 

from the same month of last year, 
according to Statistics Korea. On-
line demand for travel and transport 
services more than doubled in the 
month, while culture and leisure 
services transaction in cyberspace 
soared 38. 7 percent. It was attribut-
ed to the alleviated anti-COVID-19 
measures that expanded outside ac-

tivities. Online transactions for food 
and beverage gained 10.3 percent, 
but demand for food delivery ser-
vices reduced 8.3 percent amid eased 
worries about the pandemic. Mobile 
shopping through smartphones grew 
5.6 percent over the year to 13.49 
trillion won (10.3 billion dollars) in 
January.

ISTANBUL (Agencies): Mexico’s 
economy expanded 3.1% in 2022, 
according to figures released by its 
national statistics agency INEGI 
on Friday. The figure came slightly 
higher than the market expectation 
of a 3% expansion. The gross do-

mestic product (GDP) rose 0.5% in 
the fourth quarter of last year, com-
pared to the previous quarter, also 
coming slightly higher than the mar-
ket estimate of a 0.4% increase. At 
an annual rate, the GDP increased 
3.7% in the fourth quarter of 2022, 

according to INEGI. That figure also 
came higher than the market expec-
tation of a 3.5% increase. While the 
GDP of primary activities rose 6%, 
secondary increased 3.2%, and ter-
tiary activities gained 3.7%, INEGI 
said.

ISTANBUL (Agencies): New home 
sales in the US jumped 7.2% in Jan-
uary, according to a report by the 
Census Bureau and the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development 
on Friday. Sales of new single�family 
homes in January were at a season-

ally adjusted annual rate of 670,000. 
New home sales, which show the 
number of new single-family homes 
sold, were estimated to come in at 
620,000 last month. The figure for 
December 2022 was revised up to 
625,000, from 616,000. New home 

sales in January, however, are 19.4% 
below the same month of last year, 
when they stood at 831,000. The 
median sales price of new houses 
sold in January 2023 was $427,500, 
while the average sales price was 
$474,400.

SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies): Tes-
la will cut vehicle assembly costs 
by half, engineers told investors on 
Wednesday, outlining design and 
factory efficiency gains as chief ex-
ecutive Elon Musk hinted a next gen-
eration of electric cars was coming. 
Musk, who also described how the 

world could transition to a sustain-
able energy future of “abundance,” is 
expected to lay out a plan to make a 
small, affordable electric vehicle that 
would broaden his brand’s appeal 
and fend off competition, and he pre-
sented a slide showing two disguised 
future models. Tesla shares drifted 

down about 2% in after hours trading 
as executives gave detailed presenta-
tions about the company’s engineer-
ing and cost-saving prowess, but did 
not show a much- anticipated future 
generation vehicle. Tesla already has 
a significant lead over its rivals in 
manufacturing EVs at a profit.

Tokyo’s core consumer prices rise 3.3 pct in February

Weekly inflation falls by 0.30 percent

Rupee recovers Rs 6.62 against dollar

Tokyo stocks open higher on US gains, cheap yen

China’s central bank continues to add liquidity 
via reverse repos

Myanmar’s poultry business suffers broken rice 
price hike

Lufthansa returns to annual profit after Covid losses

TOKYO (APP): Core consumer price 
index for Japan’s capital Tokyo, 
a leading indicator of nationwide 
trends, climbed 3.3 percent in Febru-
ary from a year earlier, government 
data showed on Friday. According to 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs and 
Communications, core consumer 
prices in Tokyo, which excludes fresh 
food but includes fuel costs, matched 
the median market forecasts, mark-
ing a sharp decline from a nearly 
42-year high of 4.3 percent jump in 

January. The drop was primarily due 
to the effect of government subsidies 
for household energy use, which 
caused electricity bills to fall by 1.7 
percent, the first decline since July 
2021, the data showed. In the record-
ing period, the cost of food continued 
an upward trajectory, with non-fresh 
foods climbing 7.8 percent, the big-
gest increase since August 1976, 
while energy costs rose 5.3 percent, 
much slower than a 26-percent hike 
in January.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The weekly in-
flation, measured by Sensitive Price 
Indicator (SPI), witnessed a de-
crease of 0.30 percent for the com-
bined consumption group during the 
week ended on March 02, Pakistan 
Bureau of Statistics (PBS) report-
ed on Friday. The SPI for the week 
under review in the above-men-
tioned group was recorded at 240.57 
points as compared to 241.29 points 
during the past week, according to 
PBS data. As compared to the cor-
responding week of last year, the 
SPI for the combined consumption 
group in the week under review wit-
nessed an increase of 41.07 percent. 
The weekly SPI with the base year 
2015-16 =100 is covering 17 urban 
centers and 51 essential items for 

all expenditure groups. The SPI 
for the lowest consumption group 
up to Rs 17,732 witnessed a 0.08 
percent decrease and went down 
to 244.94 points from last week’s 
245.14 points. Meanwhile, the SPI 
for the consumption group from Rs 
17,732-22-888; Rs 22,889-29,517; Rs 
29,518-44,175; and above Rs 44,175 
witnessed decrease of 0.09 percent, 
0.12 percent, 0.20 percent, and 0.43 
percent respectively. The items 
which recorded a decrease in their 
average prices on a week-on-week 
(WoW) included onions (13.24%), 
eggs (6.11%), garlic (4.24%), chick-
en (2.00%), tomatoes (0.59%), pulse 
gram (0.38%) and potatoes (0.33%), 
non-food items, LPG (1.84%) and 
petrol (1.80%).

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistan ru-
pee recovered Rs 6.62 against the dol-
lar in the interbank trading on Friday 
and closed at Rs 278.46 against the 
previous day’s closing of Rs 285.08. 
According to the Forex Association of 
Pakistan (FAP), the buying and sell-
ing rates of dollars in the open market 
were recorded at Rs 280 and Rs 282.8 
respectively. The price of the Euro de-
creased by Rs 7.73  and closed at Rs 
295.37 against the last day’s closing 

of Rs 303.10, according to the State 
Bank of Pakistan (SBP). The Japa-
nese Yen lost 04 paisa to close at Rs 
2.04, whereas a decrease of Rs 7.54 
was witnessed in the exchange rate of 
the British Pound, which was traded 
at Rs 333.72 as compared to its last 
day’s closing of Rs 341.26. The ex-
change rates of the Emirates Dirham 
and Saudi Riyal increased by Rs 1.8 
and Rs1.77 to close at Rs 75.81 and Rs 
74.19 respectively. 

TOKYO (APP): Tokyo stocks opened 
higher Friday, helped by a cheap Yen 
and US rallies on bargain-hunting 
despite worries over tighter US mon-
etary policy. The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index was up 0.70 percent, or 
192.37 points, at 27,691.24 in early 
trade, while the broader Topix index 
added 0.64 percent, or 12.73 points, 
to 2,007.30. “The Japanese market is 
expected to start with gains following 
rallies in US stocks and a cheap yen” 
against the dollar, Monex senior mar-
ket analyst Toshiyuki Kanayama said 
in a note. The Dollar fetched 136.69 
yen in early Asian trade, against 
136.73 yen in New York and 136.40 

yen in Tokyo on Thursday. Overnight, 
US equities forged higher in one of 
the most upbeat sessions in weeks. 
Wall Street shares rose as “worries 
eased over acceleration in the pace 
of rate hikes by the US Federal Re-
serve, after Atlanta Fed President 
(Raphael) Bostic showed his support 
for a quarter-point rate hike” in the 
Fed’s meeting this month, Kanayama 
noted. Japan’s jobless rate in January 
stood at 2.4 percent, down from 2.5 
percent in December, according to 
data released by the internal affairs 
ministry before the opening bell. The 
data did not prompt a strong market 
reaction.

BEIJING (Agencies): China’s central 
bank continued to inject funds into the 
financial system through open market 
operations on Thursday. The People’s 
Bank of China said on its website that 
it has conducted 73 billion yuan (about 
10.6 billion U.S. dollars) of seven-day 
reverse repos at an interest rate of 2 

percent. The move is aimed at keeping 
liquidity reasonable and ample in the 
banking system, according to the cen-
tral bank. A reverse repo is a process 
in which the central bank purchases 
securities from commercial banks 
through bidding, with an agreement to 
sell them back in the future.

YANGON (APP): Burmese layer 
ducks farm owners face loss due to the 
rocketing feed price. Layer ducks farm 
owner Ko Naing from Yangon Region 
put his ducks up for sale at 5,000 kyats 
(about 2.38 U.S. Dollars) per head for 
an outright sale. “The feed cost is ex-
orbitantly high. The price of broken 
rice as animal feed went up 33 per 
cent. Besides, the production rate has 
declined,” he said. “The quality of the 

feed is changed to an inferior state. 
Although the layer ducks fed well, the 
egg production plunged compared to 
the previous record,” added another 
duck farmer Ko Kyaw Swar. Mean-
while, the price of duck eggs is headed 
for a decrease. The fishery sector is 
also facing burdens of high feed costs. 
Entrepreneurs have requested govern-
ment efforts on the price stability of 
raw materials.

FRANKFURT (Agencies): German 
airline giant Lufthansa said Friday it 
returned to annual profit in 2022 after 
two years of losses, its fortunes lifted 
by rebounding demand as economies 
reopened after Covid shutdowns. The 
group reported a net profit of 791 million 
euros ($839 million) for last year. This 
compares to a net loss of 2.2 billion eu-
ros in 2021 and 6.7 billion euros in 2020. 
“Lufthansa is back,” said the company’s 
CEO Carsten Spohr. “In just one year, we 
have achieved an unprecedented finan-
cial turnaround... the Lufthansa Group 

has achieved a much better result than 
expected. Demand for air travel remains 
high in 2023.” The group also reported 
an adjusted operating profit of 1.5 billion 
euros, in line with expectations. When 
the coronavirus brought global air trav-
el to a halt, Lufthansa suffered massive 
losses and had to be bailed out by the 
German government in 2020. But as 
vaccines were rolled out and countries 
shifted to living with the virus, the airline 
-- one of Europe’s biggest -- benefited 
from pent-up demand, and has bounced 
back faster than expected.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: It’s so easy to criticize your 
peers or family today that you may 
do it without thinking, but try hard 
to keep it positive! You might need 
to remind yourself to praise folks for 
no reason.
– TAURUS: You’ve got to spend at 
least a little time today focused on 
romance. It’s easy for you thanks to 
your amazing emotional energy, but 
it may be that you need to take your 
time and slow things down a bit. 
– GEMINI: Focus on the small stuff 
right now, little errands and tasks 
that you can cross off your to-do 
list once and for all. The big picture 
needs to resolve itself for a little 
while, so let it go.
– CANCER: You’re focused on the 
smallest details of your life today, 
and you couldn’t be happier! They 
seem to mesh well, and you should 
find that taking your mind off the big 
picture is a welcome relief.
– LEO: You’ve got to take care of 
some financial issues that aren’t 
going anywhere on their own. It’s a 
good time to tackle serious problems 

or clear away obstacles to invest-
ment or growth.
– VIRGO: You’re feeling much more 
organized than you do on other 
days, and that is saying quite a lot! 
Your good energy makes it easy to 
find stuff that you had once thought 
was long gone.
– LIBRA: You feel as if you’re in 
over your head, but you can tell that 
things are going to get better really 
soon! It’s a good day to get help from 
friends, family, or anyone else who 
seems to know what they’re doing.
– SCORPIO: You’re better informed 
than you’ve been letting on lately, 
and you ought to be able to show 
your hand today. If you want to, that 
is! It’s a good day to get ahead of the 
game in some new way.
– SAGITTARIUS: You’ve got to take 
care of the clutter on your desk or 
the last page of your to-do-list or 
whatever it is that’s holding you 
back. Once the details are more or 
less covered, you can move forward 
again.
– CAPRICORN: It’s a really good 
time for you to get more informa-
tion. It could be related to just about 
anything of interest to you, particu-
larly any big decisions you may have 
to make in the near future.
– ACQUARIUS: It’s time for you to 
slow down anything that seems to be 
moving too quickly or at least take 
greater care with it. If you rush in 
blithely, you may find you weren’t 
fully informed of the details.
– PISCES: You’re starting to ask 
yourself big questions, but the big 
answers are going to have to wait. 
It’s a good time to see if you can get 
a better sense of your romantic or 
business partner’s deepest self.
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Lakers’ James ruled out for 3 weeks with foot injury

Man Utd face Liverpool test, Arsenal back in the groove

Djokovic to face Medvedev in Dubai semis, Rublev gets Zverev

LOS ANGELES (Agencies): LeBron 
James will be sidelined for at least 
three weeks due to a right foot injury, 
his team, the Los Angeles Lakers, said 
on Thursday. The NBA’s all-time top 
scorer left the arena with a limp after 
Sunday’s 111-108 win against the Dal-
las Mavericks and the team said ex-
aminations had found a tendon injury. 
“LeBron James has been evaluated by 
Lakers team physicians and medical 
staff, and it has been determined that 
he has sustained a right foot tendon 
injury. James will be re-evaluated in 

approximately three weeks,” the team 
said in a statement. The Lakers were 
without James for Tuesday’s defeat to 
Memphis and he could miss the next 
ten games for the team, which is 11th 

in the Western Conference. James, 
38, has been in blistering form for the 
Lakers this season, averaging 29.5 
points, 8.4 rebounds and 6.9 assists 
while also breaking the NBA’s all-time 
scoring record in early February. The 
loss of James could sorely damage 
the Lakers ambitions of making the 
post-season in James’ 20th season in 
the league. A tenth place finish would 
be enough for a spot in the play-in 
tournament. The top six teams in 
each conference are guaranteed play-
off places.

MANCHESTER (Agencies): Rampant 
Manchester United are eager to in-
flict more pain on Liverpool at Anfield 
as Arsenal aim to pull further clear 
of Manchester City in the Premier 
League title race this weekend. The 
Gunners are hot favourites to see off 
Bournemouth at the Emirates, while 
City face a Newcastle side hoping to 
put the bitter disappointment of their 
League Cup final defeat behind them. 
Tottenham must bounce back quickly 
from an FA Cup exit to maintain their 
advantage over Newcastle and Liver-

pool in the race for a top-four finish. 
AFP Sport looks at some of the key 
talking points ahead of the weekend’s 
action in the English top flight. Unit-
ed’s revenge mission Liverpool won 

both Premier League fixtures against 
fierce rivals United last season by an 
aggregate score of 9-0. However, the 
fortunes of both clubs have dramati-
cally changed over the past 12 months. 
Fresh from lifting the League Cup to 
end a six-year wait for silverware, Unit-
ed’s run of one defeat in 22 games has 
kept them in the hunt for a quadruple 
of trophies. But with an 11-point gap to 
leaders Arsenal, anything less than a 
first win at Anfield since 2016 for Erik 
ten Hag’s men could signal the end of 
their title challenge.

DUBAI (Agencies): Top-ranked No-
vak Djokovic beat Hubert Hurkacz 
6-3, 7-5 on Thursday and will face 
former No. 1 Daniil Medvedev in the 
semifinals at the Dubai Duty Free 
Tennis Championships. The five-time 
Dubai champion’s 20th straight victo-
ry set the stage for a last-four match 
against Medvedev, who defeated Bor-
na Coric 6-3, 6-2 in the nightcap at the 
hard-court tournament. “I’m playing 
good right now but when you play 
Novak, Novak is always the favor-

ite,” Medvedev said in his on-court 
interview. “He’s playing great, mov-
ing great. I always had some good 
fights with him, so I’m hoping for my 

best shape tomorrow because that’s 
the only way to beat him.” Djokov-
ic is playing in his first event since 
winning the Australian Open for his 
record-equaling 22nd Grand Slam 
singles title. The 35-year-old Serb had 
a partially torn hamstring when he 
captured his 10th title at Melbourne 
Park. Djokovic improved to 15-0 this 
season and hasn’t lost since dropping 
the Paris Masters final to Holger Rune 
last November. He followed that up by 
winning the ATP Finals title in Turin.

‘Super Saturday’ promises exciting day of prep races for Dubai World Cup

Barcelona edge Madrid in 1st leg of Copa del Rey semifinals

WTA roundup: Mayar Sherif rallies to reach Monterrey quarters

Red Bull are in ‘a league of their own’, says Russell

DUBAI (Agencies): I love Super Sat-
urday. It is a day of prep races for the 
Dubai World Cup, so it feels a bit like 
the big day, but there is less securi-
ty and no issues with parking. It is a 
great, relaxed, day out and you get to 
watch two Group 1 races for as little 
as AED2 ($0.5). Bargain. Onto the 
racing, which there is plenty of. There 
are nine races on the card at Meydan 
on Saturday and none had fewer dec-
larations than 10, so it will not be an 
easy afternoon for Pick 6 players. The 

official feature is G1 Maktoum Chal-
lenge R3 for Thoroughbreds, over the 
World Cup trip of 2000 meters on dirt. 

With the big race favorites, Algiers 
and Country Grammer, safely tucked 
up in their barns, this is a very open 
affair. Salute The Soldier won this in 
2021 and he has looked back to his 
best this season, but it will be hard 
to dominate this race from his wide 
draw in 10. There is also a fair bit of 
pace in the race, with Bendoog also 
liking to press forward. Bhupat See-
mar’s giant four-year-old does not 
necessarily stop, either, and I fancy 
him to win this.

MADRID (Agencies): Barcelona won 
the first battle against rival Real Ma-
drid on Thursday, picking up a 1-0 
win at the Santiago Bernabeu Stadi-
um in the first leg of the Copa del Rey 
semifinals. In what was the first of 
three matches between the Spanish 
powerhouses in the next few weeks, 
Barcelona triumphed after an own-
goal by Madrid defender Éder Militao 
in the first half. The rivals will also 
meet in the Spanish league on March 
19 in Barcelona and in the return leg 
of the Copa semifinals on April 5. It 

was also the first match between the 
rivals since it became public Barcelo-
na paid millions of euros over several 
years to the vice president of the coun-
try’s refereeing committee. A banner 

by Madrid fans at the Bernabéu said: 
“Clean and white, never tarnished.” 
Osasuna defeated Athletic Bilbao 1-0 
at home on Wednesday in the first leg 
of the other semifinal. Barcelona took 
the lead in the 26th when the ball ca-
reened off Militao after a run into the 
area by Barcelona midfielder Franck 
Kessie. The goal came after Madrid 
midfielder Eduardo Camavinga lost 
possession near midfield. It was ini-
tially disallowed for an offside by 
Kessie but later got confirmed after 
video review.

PARIS (Agencies): Seventh-seeded 
Mayar Sherif of Egypt saved two match 
points while rallying for a 3-6, 7-6 (6), 
6-4 win over China’s Xinyu Wang on 
Thursday in the second round of the 
Abierto GNP Seguros in Monterrey, 
Mexico. Wang served for the match 
at 6-5 of the second set, but Sherif 
broke to force a tiebreaker. Wang then 
jumped ahead 6-4 before Sherif took 
the final four points of the tiebreaker 

to extend the match. A service break 
in the fifth game of the final set was 
all Sherif needed, though it took her 

four match points to close out the win. 
Sherif’s quarterfinal opponent will be 
top-seeded Caroline Garcia of France, 
who cruised past Spain’s Nuria Par-
rizas Diaz 6-3, 6-2. Fourth-seeded Elise 
Mertens of Belgium posted a 6-3, 3-6, 
6-2 win over Romania’s Elena-Gabrie-
la Ruse. She will oppose eighth-seed-
ed Elisabetta Cocciaretto of Italy, who 
pulled out a 7-6 (5), 7-6 (3) win over 
Tatjana Maria of Germany.

MANAMA (Agencies): Formula One 
champions Red Bull could be racing 
against themselves in Bahrain this week-
end judging by pre-season testing, ac-
cording to Mercedes’ rival George Rus-
sell. Red Bull’s double world champion 
Max Verstappen and Mexican team-
mate Sergio Perez have been sounding 
confident after their new car was quick-
est at the Sakhir circuit last week. Some 
commentators have suggested the pair 
could potentially be at least half a sec-
ond a lap faster than their closest rivals, 
with Verstappen saying the car was bet-
ter than last year’s in every area. “I think 
it’s definitely fair to say Red Bull are in a 
bit of a league of their own this weekend 
here in Bahrain,” Russell told reporters. 

“But I think it would probably be a nice 
fight for second place, probably be-
tween Ferrari and Aston Martin,” added 
the Briton. Aston Martin were seventh 
overall last season but their new Mer-
cedes-powered car has looked quick 
and reliable, putting in impressive long 
runs in testing with double world cham-
pion Fernando Alonso at the wheel. 
Russell, who claimed Mercedes’ only 

win last season, said testing was a good 
indication of form but teams would have 
a better picture of where things stood af-
ter qualifying on Saturday. “It’s import-
ant to remember we all try and design a 
car that’s fastest across the 23 race sea-
son and Bahrain is definitely a bit of an 
outlier,” he added. “So, I don’t think the 
picture of this weekend will be the full 
picture for the whole season.” Russell 
said Mercedes had shown last year they 
could accelerate development and over-
come problems, such as the bouncing 
that tormented them early on. “I think 
even the improvements we’re going to 
probably bring to the car this weekend 
compared to the test will take us a step 
closer,” he said.

Threat left for Messi after attack on wife’s family business

Barcelona earn gutsy 1-0 win at Real

Jon Rahm has big finish for 65 and the lead at Bay Hill

BUENOS AIRES (Agencies): Two 
people on motorcycles shot at a super-
market belonging to the family of An-
tonela Roccuzzo, wife of Lionel Messi, 
in Rosario, in Argentina’s Santa Fe 
province early on Thursday morn-
ing, local media and the city’s mayor 
reported. A threatening hand-writ-
ten message for 35-year-old Messi, 
Argentina’s captain and seven-times 
World Player of the Year, was also 
left on the shop door. “Messi, we are 
waiting for you, (Pablo) Javkin (the 
mayor) is also a narco, he is not go-
ing to take care of you,” it read. Javkin 
blamed the security forces for failing 
to effectively combat organised crime, 
which in recent years has grown in the 
important port city, where dozens of 

ships daily load thousands of tons of 
grain. “I spoke (with the Roccuzzos) 
and they are worried,” Javkin told 
reporters outside the supermarket 
that was attacked. Television images 
showed bullet casings on the sidewalk 
where the business belonging to Roc-
cuzzo’s family is located. The front of 
the building was hit by 14 bullets and 
the shop remained closed on Thurs-
day morning.

MADRID (Agencies): A tenacious Bar-
celona frustrated Real Madrid to secure 
a 1-0 win over their bitter rivals in an 
ill-tempered Copa del Rey semifinal 
first leg on Thursday. The visitors de-
fended superbly after Real centreback 

Eder Militao scored an own goal in the 
first half. Barcelona’s winner arrived 
in the 26th minute when Real Madrid 
midfielder Eduardo Camavinga gifted 
a back pass to Ferran Torres who re-
acted quickly to slide the ball to Franck 
Kessie. His point-blank strike was 
saved but bounced off Militao and into 
the net. The assistant referee signalled 
offside but the VAR replay showed Kes-
sie was fractionally onside and the goal 
stood. The teams meet again in Barce-
lona on April 5 with the winners to face 
Athletic Bilbao or Osasuna in the final. 

ORLANDO (Agencies): Jon Rahm 
started his round strong and ended 
it even better Thursday, closing ea-
gle-birdie-birdie for a 7-under 65 and 
a two-shot lead in the Arnold Palmer 
Invitational. Not even the brute test of 
Bay Hill was a match for golf’s hottest 
player. “Amazing round of golf,” he said. 
“I wish all of them were as enjoyable as 
this one.” That doesn’t mean it was per-
fection by any means. Rahm, playing in 
the afternoon when the greens became 
a bit more crusty, opened with three 
straight birdies. He held steady the rest 
of the way until his big burst at the end 
allowed him to zoom past Honda Clas-
sic winner Chris Kirk and Cameron 
Young. He hit only eight fairways. He 
twice was blocked by trees, one time 

escaping with par with a 30-foot putt on 
the 15th hole. But oh, that finish. Rahm 
hit 5-iron to 25 feet on the fringe at the 
par-5 16th and holed it for eagle. On 
the par-3 17th, he hammered a 7-iron 
that cleared the bunker and landed in 
just the right spot to roll out to 2 feet. 
And on the closing hole, he hit a soft 
9-iron to a front pin that settled about 
6 feet away. Rahm had said earlier in 
the week he doesn’t think he can be 
beat when he is firing on all cylinders, 
a belief by most top players. He also 
said he couldn’t think of a tournament 
where he played his absolute best. “Go 
through the round and you’ll see plen-
ty of mistakes,” Rahm said. “I just took 
advantage of minimizing mistakes and 
converted a couple of situations into 
really good scores. But it can always be 
better. “But it’s the first day,” he added. 
“Ask me that on Sunday if I keep play-
ing like this, and I’ll probably change 
my answer.” Bay Hill is bracing for the 
worst over the next few days, with the 
wind expected to be strong on a course 
that already is fast and firm.
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Fukushima’s nuclear wastewater capable  
of producing cancers after release: scientists

Musk’s human brain experiments deemed 
premature – media

Californians snow-stranded as twisters hit  
Texas and Louisiana

Kazakhstan eyes wide range of military  
cooperation with Turkiye

Israel tightens security for cabinet ministers

US Air Force E-3 Sentry fleet grounded

WELLINGTON (Xinhua/APP): Treated 
nuclear wastewater from Japan’s dam-
aged Fukushima power plant, which, 
if released into the Pacific Ocean as 
planned will ultimately reach the High 
Seas, is “capable of producing can-
cers,” New Zealand scientists said on 
Friday. Japan has planned to release 
treated nuclear wastewater from the 
damaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
power plant into the Pacific Ocean. Ja-
mie Quinton, head of School of Natural 
Sciences, Massey University, said that 
in this original unprocessed wastewa-
ter, radioactive isotopes of concern 
were iodine-131 and caesium-137, and 
that they are used in nuclear medicine 
radiotherapy means that they have suf-
ficient energy to cause cell death and 
mutation. “In other words, they are 
capable of producing cancers,” Quin-
ton said. International law expert Dun-

can Currie told Xinhua that Advanced 
Liquid Processing System (ALPS) 
treatment at best does not remove tri-
tium, and there is next to no scientific 
information of the effects of tritium 
on the marine environment, including 
on different species. Currie noted that 
the planned target in the treatment of 
Fukushima nuclear wastewater is only 
to remove other radioactive isotopes 
to “regulatory,” rather than detectable, 
levels. Tests of ALPS treatment sys-
tems have not been encouraging, Cur-
rie said.

NEW YORK (Agencies): The US Food 
and Drug Administration has rejected 
clinical trials of billionaire Elon Musk’s 
Neuralink brain implant, seven current 
and former employees told Reuters on 
Thursday. The regulator cited multiple 
safety concerns the company must ad-
dress before human testing can begin 
– a milestone they had hoped to reach 
this month. The FDA cited dozens of 
“deficiencies” barring the way to hu-
man trials when it rejected Neuralink 
last year, the employees explained. 
Dozens of pigs have already been used 
in experimental service to address the 
agency’s concern that the tiny threads 
that interface with the wearer’s brain 
could migrate, altering brain and im-
plant functionality, causing inflam-
mation, rupturing blood vessels and 
otherwise damaging the fragile tis-
sue, employees said. The FDA is also 
reportedly concerned about whether 

Neuralink can be removed without 
causing damage – an issue the employ-
ees claimed has not been adequate-
ly addressed, despite the company’s 
assurances. Just like the lithium-ion 
batteries that power Musk’s Tesla elec-
tric vehicles, which can burn for hours 
at 3,000 degrees Fahrenheit if struck 
the wrong way, Neuralink’s lithium 
batteries could cause brain damage if 
they so much as overheat, experts told 
Reuters. The FDA wants Neuralink to 
prove with animal studies that the re-
motely-chargeable battery is “very un-
likely” to fail.

TEXAS (Agencies): Snow-stranded 
Californians in mountain communi-
ties are desperately digging out after 
a “once-in-a-generation” winter storm, 
even as more snow was forecast for the 
weekend. In the latest US wild weath-
er, twisters touched down at the other 
end of the country, in Texas and Loui-
siana. Forecasters warned of more se-
vere weather in the southern Plains and 
into areas of Arkansas and Mississippi. 
Storm systems have caused widespread 
power outages across the country. On 
Wednesday night, California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom declared a state of 
emergency for 13 counties to push the 
pace of disaster response and relief. 
Power outages continued to affect parts 
of the state with more than 51,000 with-
out power as of Thursday evening, ac-
cording to tracking site poweroutage.

us. The state’s popular Yosemite Na-
tional Park has been closed indefinite-
ly after record-breaking snowfall last 
week. In San Bernardino County east 
of Los Angeles, around-the-clock snow 
removal is underway, but it could take 
more than a week to reach some ar-
eas. The California National Guard has 
arrived to help with the disaster relief 
effort underway in the San Bernardino 
mountains, according to CBS News, 
BBC’s partner network in the US. Cal 
Guard helicopters were seen surveying 
Crestline Thursday afternoon, search-
ing for an area to set up sites to distrib-
ute supplies for any rescue efforts, it 
said. Many residents remained trapped 
in their homes there. The county has 
set up a hotline for residents dealing 
with issues like frozen pipes, roof prob-
lems and food shortages.

ASTANA (Agencies): Kazakhstan is 
eyeing cooperation with Turkiye in the 
military sector, according to the Head 
of Kazakhstan’s Association of Defence 
Industry Enterprises, Anadolu News 
Agency reports. According to the report, 

Aibek Baryssov said several enterprises 
are joint ventures with the Turkish De-
fence Corporation, Aselsan, and work 
“in a wide range of arms production”. 
Baryssov said the Association would 
like to step up cooperation with Tur-
kiye. “We have great potential, strong 
competence. We have shown this at sev-
eral enterprises where we have made a 
complete technology transfer and then 
produced upgraded models, better than 
prototypes. It’s a difficult task to fully 
carry out such a transfer, but we have 
done it, and we’re ready to do the same 
for any military goods,” he noted.

TEL AVIV (Agencies): The Israeli Na-
tional Security Minister, Itamar Ben-
Gvir, has issued orders to tighten se-
curity for government ministers over 
fear their lives are being threatened by 
opponents of the judicial reform pro-
posal. Israel’s Channel 11 said the deci-
sion came upon recommendation from 
Israel’s security agency, the Shin Bet. 
According to the channel the ministers’ 
drivers have been informed that there 
are threats to the lives of the ministers, 
while a review is being carried out into 
the idea of having a guard for each min-

ister around the clock. On Wednesday, 
Israeli demonstrators surrounded Sara 
Netanyahu, the wife of Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu, while she was 
receiving treatment in a beauty salon 
in Tel Aviv.

The big search for a tiny component 
that could cause an airplane’s tail to 
fall off has uncovered the problem 
on at least two dozen Air Force jets 
across at least five aircraft fleets. But 
the Air Force won’t say exactly how 
many planes have turned up with po-
tentially dangerous parts. The E-3 

Sentry aerial target tracking planes on 
Wednesday became the latest to under-
go inspection for subpar tail pins, the 
service’s Air Combat Command con-
firmed Thursday. “All E-3 aircraft in the 
field have been inspected,” Air Force 
spokesperson Capt. Laura Hayden said 
in an email. 

Austrian parliament holds minute of silence in memory of war,
earthquake victims

VIENNA (AA/APP): Austria’s parlia-
ment on Friday observed a minute 
of silence to commemorate victims 
of the war in Ukraine and the earth-
quakes in Türkiye and Syria. The 
National Council of the bicameral 
parliament held a special session, 
marking the first anniversary of the 
war in Ukraine. National Council 
President Wolfgang Sobotka greeted 
Turkish Ambassador to Vienna Ozan 
Ceyhun, who was among the partici-
pants. Sobotka then invited the mem-
bers of the parliament to observe a 
minute of silence to commemorate 

the victims of the war as well as the 
victims of the twin earthquakes which 
jolted southern Türkiye and northern 
Syria earlier this month. During the 
session, Chancellor Karl Neham-
mer confirmed Austria’s support for 
Ukraine and thanked Türkiye for its 
mediation efforts during the ongoing 

war. Ukraine’s Ambassador to Vienna 
Vasyl Khymynets also attended the 
special session. On Feb. 6, two pow-
erful quakes struck southern Türkiye. 
The magnitude 7.7 and 7.6 tremors 
were centered in Kahramanmaras 
and rocked 10 other provinces – Ha-
tay, Gaziantep, Adiyaman, Malatya, 
Adana, Diyarbakir, Kilis, Osmaniye, 
Sanliurfa, and Elazig. Some 13.5 mil-
lion people have been affected by the 
devastating quakes. Several countries 
in the region, including Syria and 
Lebanon, also felt the trembles that 
struck in less than 10 hours.
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In troubled Burkina, a 
spiritual healer becomes 

a phenomenon

Pregnant US woman to 
remain in jail even as 
fetus innocent: court

Zoom boss Greg Tomb 
fired ‘without cause’

 Japanese company sued for modern slavery

Embattled Indian giant strikes $1.87bn US deal

Ouagadougou (AFP/APP): A line of 
cars and motorcycles cuts across the 
arid West African landscape, kicking 
up clouds of dust on the unpaved road. 
Their destination: Toeghin Peulh, a vil-
lage 30 kilometres (18 miles) south of 
Burkina Faso’s capital Ouagadougou 
that has become a magnet for the sick 
and the desperate. Thousands of peo-
ple have come to seek help, either for 
themselves or for a loved-one, from a 
20-year-old woman named Adja whose 
reputation for healing powers has 
spread across the country. At the end 
of track is a sea of parked motorbikes, 
tents and pilgrims, many dressed in 
white. Among the rivers of humanity 
are men whose feet have been chained, 
people who have been crippled, others 
who are said to be possessed, cursed by 
bad luck or haunted by spirits. They are 
the desperate of a nation buffeted by 
poverty and ravaged by a bloody mili-
tant insurgency, with only the thinnest 
social safety net. “We tried every kind of 
treatment, but none of them worked,” 
said Awa Tiendrebeogo, a relative of a 
man suffering from chronic dizziness.

MIAMI (Agencies): A Florida court has 
denied the petition of a pregnant mur-
der suspect who sought release from 
prison on the grounds her unborn child 
was innocent of the charges and there-
fore being held unlawfully. In a ruling 
obtained by AFP on Tuesday, Florida’s 
Third District Court of Appeal dismissed 
without prejudice the petition filed on 
behalf of Natalia Harrell’s fetus, saying 
there were still questions that needed to 
be addressed in a lower court but issu-
ing no ruling on whether the case had 
legal merit. The court said in its decision 
Friday it was impossible to “properly re-
solve whether the unborn child has the 
standing to file the petition before us 
given the inadequate record in this mat-
ter.” Harrell, 24, has been in jail for some 
seven months and faces a murder charge 
after fatally shooting another woman 
while they were taking an Uber in Miami 
last July. Harrell was about six weeks 
pregnant at the time of her arrest. She 
pleaded not guilty, arguing she acted in 
self-defense. The fetus “has not commit-
ted any crime” yet remains incarcerated 
in “deplorable conditions” and unless 
granted relief will be “likely brought into 
this world on the concrete floor of the 
prison cell,” Harrell’s petition says. Judge 
Monica Gordo agreed with the court’s 
decision to dismiss the petition, but ar-
gued in a dissenting opinion that the case 
itself had no legal basis. “The argument 
is nothing more than an attempt for the 
mother to leverage her unborn child as 
a basis to be released from lawful deten-
tion,” Gordo wrote. “No more could the 
government be accused of unlawfully de-
taining the unborn child in this case than 
could the mother be guilty of kidnapping 
over interstate lines if she chose to visit 
her grandmother in Georgia while eight 
months pregnant,” the judge added.

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): Video con-
ferencing platform Zoom has sacked its 
president, Greg Tomb, a former Goo-
gle executive. Mr Tomb’s contract was 
abruptly terminated “without cause”, 
according to the company in a regula-
tory filing. The businessman had taken 
up the role in June 2022 and had been 
active on earnings calls and overseeing 
the company’s sales. A spokesperson 
for Zoom said the tech firm isn’t look-
ing for a replacement. Mr Tomb report-
ed directly to chief executive officer 
Eric Yuan, who started Zoom in 2011 
and was at the helm as the company 
became one of the pandemic’s biggest 
winners. Zoom became a household 
name as people needed to stay at home, 
and screen time increased. There were 
Zoom weddings and funerals, and by 
April 2020 the company said 300 mil-
lion daily participants were on Zoom 
calls. At the time of Mr Tomb’s appoint-
ment, Mr Yuan said he was excited 
about the strength he was adding to 
the leadership team: “Greg is a highly 
respected technology industry leader 
and has deep experience in helping to 
scale companies at critical junctures.” 
Mr Tomb said he was thrilled to join 
the team and help “drive growth” as 
businesses around the world addressed 
their communications needs.

TOKYO (Agencies): Executives of a 
Japanese banana harvesting company 
are facing legal action in Ecuador for 
allegedly practicing modern slavery. 
This comes after the firm was ordered 
last month to compensate former 
workers and their families for gener-
ations of exploitation. On Monday, an 
Ecuadorian court formally announced 
charges of human trafficking and la-
bor exploitation against three senior 
employees of Furukawa Plantaciones 
C.A., a Japanese entity that markets 
and exports abaca, a banana species 
used to make tea bags, rope, paper, and 
banknotes. The three are also being 
accused of child and adolescent labor 
violations. The lawsuit marks the first 
time the South American nation has 
ever indicted a company and its execu-
tives for practicing modern slavery. The 
judge presiding over the case, Susana 

Sotomayor, stressed the significance 
of the indictments, noting that sever-
al government ministries had tried to 
intervene in the lawsuit before it went 
to trial. “I ask myself: what was the in-
volvement of the public institutions be-
fore the beginning of the criminal pro-
cess?” asked Sotomayor, stating that 
the country’s government is supposed 
to protect its citizens. The issue of the 
government’s potential involvement in 
the labor exploitation scheme is set to 
be addressed in a separate trial.

NEW DELHI (Agencies): Indian 
multi-billionaire Gautam Adani’s 
embattled business empire says it 
has secured $1.87bn (£1.6bn) of 
investment from a US-based asset 
management firm. Florida-head-
quartered GQG Partners has bought 
shares in four of the group’s compa-
nies, Adani told investors. It marks 
the first major investment made pub-
lic by the firm since it was accused of 
engaging in stock market manipula-
tion and financial fraud by short-sell-
er Hindenburg Research. Adani 
Group has denied the allegations. 
Adani Group’s seven stock mar-
ket-listed companies had an estimat-

ed $135bn wiped off their value since 
Hindenburg Research’s report was 
published on 24 January. The GQG 
investment will be split across four 
Adani companies, including flag-
ship firm Adani Enterprises. “This 
transaction marks the continued 
confidence of global investors in the 
governance, management practices 
and the growth of Adani portfolio 
of companies,” said Adani Group’s 
chief financial officer Jugeshinder 
Singh. “We value GQG’s role as a 
strategic investor in our infrastruc-
ture and utility portfolio of sustain-
able energy, logistics and energy 
transition,” Mr Singh added.

KFC is bringing back a 
fan favorite after a nearly 

10-year hiatus

NEW TORK (CNN): Kentucky Fried 
Chicken is bringing back a legend af-
ter a nearly a decade. The “KFC Dou-
ble Down” is coming back for a limit-
ed time, as of March 6. The instantly 
recognizable creation replaces the 
bread that’s found in a typical sand-
wich and uses two fried chicken filets 
as the bun. In between are two slices 
of cheese, bacon and a choice of mayo 
or spice sauce. The Double Down 
made its debut in 2010 and sold more 
than 10 million sandwiches. Despite 
that, the chain said back then that 
sales of the sandwich were “immateri-
al” and analysts said the Double Down 
sales were below expectations. But the 
Double Down “generated more buzz 
than any test market item in KFC his-
tory,” it said. It reappeared in 2014 for 
a brief time before disappearing from 
the chain’s menus. But KFC said fans 
have been “clamoring for the return” 
of the sandwich, so the chain is “an-
swering the call” by bringing it back. 
Next week KFC will also be adding a 
more traditional offering for custom-
ers “who aren’t so sure about embrac-
ing the ‘no bun’ life.” It’s a bacon and 
cheese chicken sandwich that uses 
a brioche bun. These additions come 
as KFC recently removed some menu 
items, including wings, popcorn chick-
en and cookies, to make room for new 
additions.
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German traveler walks from Vienna to  Istanbul  
to collect money for earthquake victims in Türkiye

Pak-China tissue culture lab to boost local 
potato production

Massive fire hits Hong Kong high-rise construction site

Outrage as Greece admits ‘failures’ after fatal train crash

Japan to launch maiden H3 rocket next week

ISTANBUL (AA/APP): Twin earth-
quakes in southern Türkiye did not 
only affect Turkish people’s lives and 
cause devastating effects on buildings, 
but also foreigners living in the country 
were rocked by the disasters. Franzis-
ka Niehus is among those foreigners 
who have been living in Istanbul for 
five years. Born in Germany, Niehus 
is a big fan of Türkiye as she traveled 
over 81 provinces in her old yellow 
car, and became quite popular on Ins-
tagram. She has over 500.000 follow-
ers on her Instagram account named 
“travelcomic,” where she makes videos 
about the Turkish cities that she has 
visited. After receiving news of dev-
astating earthquakes that hit 11 cities, 
she felt that her heart “was heavy with 
pain.” She has been affected by some 
dramatic features from the quake zone, 
leading her to take immediate action to 
help the victims as the idea just popped 
into her head out of nowhere; Walk-

ing from Vienna, Austria, to Istanbul 
to raise donations on her way. Niehus 
told Anadolu via Zoom about her ac-
tivities to help victims while walking 
the outskirts of Vienna on the second 
day of her trip. The 29-year-old traveler 
was in Kayseri for a ski trip when the 
earthquake occurred on Feb. 6. “I woke 
up at 4:20 am in the morning because 
the building was shaking. It was the 
first time ever that I experienced such 
a strong earthquake in my life. So, I 
was scared. I didn’t know what to do. I 
was running outside without shoes on,” 
she said. Following the earthquake, she 
immediately went to Elbistan of Kahra-
manmaras, the epicenter of the second 
earthquake with a 7.6 magnitude in the 
afternoon. “We saw the devastating 
outcome of the earthquake, I realized 
that this is one of the biggest disasters 
that the modern time has probably seen 
and we should do something against it 
or for it.”

BEIJING (APP): Most of the pota-
to seeds in Pakistan highly depend 
on imports, hence the price of local 
high-quality seeds is expensive, unaf-
fordable for many low-income farm-
ers. Our tissue culture laboratory is 
committed to producing high-quality 
potatoes locally, reducing our depen-
dence on foreign seeds, Dr Babar Ijaz, 
person in charge of overseas projects, 
Shandong Rainbow Agricultural Tech-
nology Co., Ltd, said on Friday. Potato 
is one of the rare cases in which Pa-
kistan is not just self-sufficient for do-
mestic use but also an exporter. Last 

year, floods have devastated many 
kinds of crops in Pakistan, while po-
tato production soared to 7.937 mil-
lion tonnes in FY22 from 5.873 millon 
tonnes in FY21, up by 35 percent as 
floods did not hit Punjab which is a 
hub of potato production. By contrast, 
Pakistan imports 20,000 tons of potato 
seeds every year. Potato is not a crop 
for poor people because its initial cost 
of production is high. 35-40 percent of 
the cost goes to seeds, said Syed Ijaz 
ul Hassan, Director of the Sahiwal Po-
tato Research Institute. Facing such 
a status quo, Pakistani and Chinese 
enterprises have been working hard 
to find opportunities for cooperation. 
In addition to seed production, related 
potato by-products are also welcome 
Chinese invests. Besides, mechanized 
harvesting, pest control are also full of 
opportunities,” Dr Babar Ijaz told Chi-
na Economic Net (CEN).

HONG KONG (AFP/APP): A high-rise 
building under construction in Hong 
Kong erupted in flames and was still 
burning hours later, with some nearby 
residential blocks evacuated early Fri-
day after the fire threatened to spread. 
Officials said the fire initially broke out 
at 11:11 pm (1511 GMT) Thursday in 
the heart of Tsim Sha Tsui, a busy shop-
ping and tourist district on the city’s 
harbourfront. It eventually escalated 
to the fourth level of severity on a five-
point scale. No casualties had been re-
ported early Friday, while 130 affected 
residents had been relocated to a safe 
distance, police told AFP. Flames were 
first spotted near scaffolding at the top 
of the building, with the blaze clearly 
visible across the harbour and sending 

sparks raining down onto neighbour-
ing streets. Around an hour later, the 
fire had spread down the length of the 
building and was approaching street 
level, where hundreds of onlookers 
had gathered. Japanese tourist Tosho 
Sai, who was staying in a nearby build-
ing, said a security guard told everyone 
on his floor to leave after a window in 
the unit next door was hit by embers. 
A French business traveller passing by 
the site said he saw “lots of debris fall-
ing” from the tower. “It’s truly an apoc-
alyptic scene... Really very, very scary 
for everyone”, he told AFP Large piec-
es of debris -- apparently from the site 
-- were visible on the ground, and an 
acrid smell permeated the air, an AFP 
reporter on the scene said.

LARISSA (AFP/APP): Anger mount-
ed in Greece on Thursday over a fa-
tal train collision that killed at least 
57 people, with protests and a na-
tional strike as authorities admitted 
failures overseeing the rail network. 
About 700 demonstrators massed 
outside the Athens headquarters of 
Greek rail operator Hellenic Train 
to voice outrage and sorrow over 
the country’s worst-ever rail disas-
ter. The crowd held a moment of si-
lence to honour victims who died in 
the wreckage near Larissa in central 
Greece, where a freight train and 
passenger train, carrying more than 
350 people, collided head on late on 
Tuesday. “We are angry at the com-
pany, at the government and past 

governments that did nothing to im-
prove conditions in the Greek rail-
way,” said pensioner Stavros Nantis 
at the protest. Police said a protest 
in the northern city of Thessaloniki 
turned violent, with demonstrators 
throwing stones and petrol bombs. 
Striking rail workers paralysed 
Greece’s train services on Thursday 
in protest at successive administra-
tions’ management of the network, 
saying that had contributed to the 
fatal collision. Announcing the 24-
hour shutdown, the rail union feder-
ation denounced a “lack of respect 
towards Greece’s rail network by 
successive governments over the 
years, which led to this tragic re-
sult”. 

TOKYO (Xinhua/APP): Japan is 
planning the maiden launch of its 
H3 rocket on Monday next week 
following a number of false starts, 
sources with knowledge of the mat-
ter said on Friday. The Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency (JAXA) 
said the inaugural flight of the H3 
rocket could take place from Mon-
day until Friday. Current plans are 
for the rocket to blast off from the 
Tanegashima Space Center launch 
site in Kagoshima Prefecture, south-
western Japan, JAXA said. The 
launch of the H3 rocket, a successor 
to Japan’s previous mainstay launch 
vehicle H2A rocket, has been de-
layed a number of times for multiple 
system glitches and bad weather. 
On Feb. 17, JAXA said it scrapped 
the launch after an electrical cur-
rent from the airframe’s battery to 
its main engine’s control unit was 

cut for several seconds. The rocket, 
jointly developed by JAXA and Mit-
subishi Heavy Industries in 2014, 
with costs topping 200 billion yen 
(1.46 billion U.S. dollars), is set to 
put an earth observation satellite 
into orbit. The DAICHI-3 satellite 
will purportedly be used to assist 
in disaster management. The new 
rocket can carry a payload roughly 
30 percent heavier than its prede-
cessor, with launches estimated to 
cost 50 percent less.
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Strong earthquakes, 
cyclone rattle Vanuatu

Numbers of working 
children, child labor-

ers in Philippines 
increase in 2021

Half of world on track to 
be overweight by 2035

PORT VILA (AFP/APP): Vanuatu de-
clared a state of emergency on Friday 
after back-to-back earthquakes struck 
as a second cyclone in as many days 
lashed the Pacific nation. The 6.5-mag-
nitude first quake struck at 1804 GMT 
off the island of Espiritu Santo in the 
north of the archipelago at a depth of 10 
kilometres, the US Geological Survey 
said. An aftershock with a magnitude of 
5.4 rocked the island shortly after. The 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre said 
there was “no tsunami threat” from the 
initial quake. With Cyclone Kevin also 
raging, government spokesman Joe 
Harry Karu told AFP a state of emer-
gency was declared by the council of 
ministers. Pacific Red Cross spokesman 
Soneel Ram told AFP no casualties had 
so far been reported. When the earth-
quakes struck Friday, locals were hun-
kering down as fierce winds from the 
cyclone tore roofs from buildings and 
uprooted trees. Only two days earlier, 
Cyclone Judy had lashed Vanuatu with 
winds up to 200 kilometres (125 miles) 
per hour. Torrential rain had flooded 
roads while electricity and communica-
tions are still affected across the island 
nation, home to 320,000.

MANILA (Xinhua/APP): The number of 
working children aged five to 17 in the 
Philippines increased in 2021, estimated 
at 1.37 million, according to government 
data released on Friday. The Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA) data also 
showed that the number of child laborers 
or children doing hazardous work and 
long hours in a dangerous environment 
in the Philippines increased in 2021. In a 
report, PSA head Dennis Mapa said the 
total population of children was estimat-
ed at 31.64 million in 2021. Of the 31.64 
million children, Mapa said 1.37 million 
or 4.3 percent were working. “(The num-
ber) was higher than the proportion of 
working children in 2019 and 2020 of 3.4 
percent and 2.8 percent, respectively,” he 
said. The data showed that the number 
of working children was higher among 
boys than girls. Of the 1.37 million work-
ing children in 2021, 62.8 percent were 
boys, while 37.2 percent were girls. In 
2019 and 2020, more than 65 percent of 
the working children were boys. Chil-
dren of the older age group, 15 to 17 
years, were more likely to work than the 
younger ones. Most working children 
were 15 to 17 years of age, accounting for 
63.8 percent of the total working children 
in 2021.

More than half the world’s population 
will be classed as obese or overweight 
by 2035 if action is not taken, the World 
Obesity Federation warns. More than 
four billion people will be affected, 
with rates rising fastest among chil-
dren, its report says. Low or middle-in-
come countries in Africa and Asia are 
expected to see the greatest rises. The 
report predicts the cost of obesity will 
amount to more than $4tn (£3.3tn) 
annually by 2035. The president of 
the federation, Prof Louise Baur, de-
scribed the report’s findings as a clear 
warning to countries to act now or risk 
repercussions in the future.

‘Our hearts are with the Turkish people’: 
Israel ready to assist quake-hit Türkiye for as long as needed

ADANA (AA/APP): Israeli officials 
say the country will be supporting 
Türkiye, where the Feb. 6 twin earth-
quakes killed 45,000 people and left 
behind a trail of destruction, for as 
long as needed. Israel was among 
the first countries that helped Turki-
ye with search and rescue efforts af-
ter the devastating earthquakes. The 
Israeli government and civil society 
organizations sent more than 400 
tons of aid supplies, 400 personnel 
and a field hospital. Karmit Berlin-
sky, a senior emergency operations 
officer with IsraAid, an Israel-based 

non-profit organization, said their 
teams were deployed to the disaster 
zone just a day after the quakes, and 
brought aid supplies, water filtration 
systems, hygiene kits, sleeping bags, 
and mats. “We plan to stay for as long 
as we are needed here and that we 

can contribute. We have been deeply, 
deeply moved by the strength of the 
Turkish people and how they help 
themselves as well as their neigh-
bors to overcome this tragedy,” she 
told Anadolu in Adana, one of the 
11 southern provinces struck by the 
tremors. Israeli officials gathered 
here on Thursday to donate 600 tents 
to AFAD, Türkiye’s disaster manage-
ment agency. “Israel is really looking 
forward to continuing support for 
communities affected by this earth-
quake, for as long as we are needed 
here,” she said.

Belarus jails Nobel 
winner Bialiatski for 

10 years

EU announces 
$865 mn for ocean 
protection in 2023

US city mayor arrested 
in child porn case

MOSCOW (AFP/APP): Belarus on 
Friday handed a 10-year jail term to 
veteran activist Ales Bialiatski, a No-
bel Prize winner and founder of the 
ex-Soviet authoritarian country’s most 
prominent rights group. Bialiatski was 
in the dock with two allies after they 
were jailed in the aftermath of historic 
demonstrations against the disputed 
2020 re-election of Belarus’s strong-
man President Alexander Lukashenko. 
They were accused of smuggling cash 
into Belarus to allegedly fund opposi-
tion activities, according to rights group 
Viasna, meaning Spring in Belarusian, 
which Bialiatski founded in 1996. Vias-
na said he had been handed a 10-year 
sentence, while co-defendants Valen-
tin Stefanovich was given nine years 
in prison and Vladimir Labkovich was 
jailed for seven.

PANAMA CITY (AFP/APP): The Euro-
pean Union on Wednesday announced 
it would dedicate 816.5 million euros 
($865 million) to ocean conservation in 
2023. At the Our Ocean global confer-
ence in Panama, the EU confirmed its 
“strong commitment to protect, restore 
and take care of the ocean” backed by 
funding of 816.5 million euros this year. 
“The ocean is part of who we are, and 
it is our shared responsibility,” EU en-
vironment, oceans and fisheries com-
missioner Virginijus Sinkevicius said 
in a statement. Political and business 
leaders, environmental activists and ac-
ademics were gathered in Panama City 
for two days of talks on how best to deal 
with multiple threats facing the world’s 
oceans -- from climate change and pol-
lution to overfishing and mining. Cov-
ering three-quarters of the Earth, the 
oceans are home to 80 percent of all 
life on the planet, and provide nourish-
ment for more than three billion people 
as well as a crucial avenue for global 
trade. Topics on the Our Ocean agenda 
include expanding marine protected 
areas (MPAs), assuring a sustainable 
ocean-derived “blue economy”, and 
reducing stressors on an invaluable but 
at-risk resource. 

MARYLAND: The former mayor 
of College Park in the US state of 
Maryland, Patrick Wojahn, has been 
arrested on multiple charges of child 
pornography possession and distribu-
tion. His detention came just hours af-
ter he handed in his resignation. The 
Prince George’s County Police De-
partment (PGPD) announced the de-
velopments on Thursday. According 
to a statement, the National Center 
for Missing and Exploited Children 
brought a suspicious social media 
account to the state authorities’ at-
tention on February 17. The tip-off 
said that the account “possessed and 
distributed suspected child pornog-
raphy” which had been uploaded 
in January of this year. The PGPD 
then used “various investigative tech-
niques” to establish that the account 
“belonged to Wojahn.” On Tuesday, 
detectives searched the 47-year-old 
official’s home, impounding “multiple 
cell phones, a storage device, a tablet 
and a computer.” 
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