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TEL AVIV (Agencies): An elite Israe-
li Air Force fighter jet squadron has 
grabbed headlines in the Jewish state 
after its pilots announced that they 
were boycotting a regular training 
exercise. The move comes amid grow-
ing discontent over judicial reforms 
planned by Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s government. As many as 
37 of the 40 reservists serving in the 
69th fighter squadron said last Sunday 
that they would boycott a training ses-
sion on Wednesday in solidarity with 
anti-reform protesters. The reform 
in question, which sparked massive 
protests in Israel, would allow the gov-
ernment to control the appointment 
of judges, including those of the Su-
preme Court, and allow parliament to 
overrule the top court’s decisions with 
a simple majority. Late on Tuesday, the 
pilots softened their stance and an-
nounced that they would report to the 
unit, but only to hold a discussion on 

the political developments with their 
commanders. “We are responding to 
the call of our commanders and will 
report to the unit tomorrow for a di-
alogue with the soldiers. We have full 
confidence in our commanders, and 
we will continue to serve the Jewish 
and democratic State of Israel as long 
as it is required,” the protesting pilots 
said in a statement cited by the Israe-
li media. A lieutenant colonel serving 
with the unit told the Jerusalem Post 
that the pilots “will continue to serve 
the Jewish and democratic Israel, 
beyond the borders of the enemy at 

all times.” However, he said, they 
have “decided to stop for one day of 
scheduled training to talk about the 
worrying processes which the state is 
experiencing,” adding that the pilots 
“require dialogue” on issues that im-
pact them. The Times of Israel report-
ed that the protesting pilots had only 
agreed to talk to the commanders and 
still refused to train. Known as ‘The 
Hammers’, the 69th Israeli Air Force 
Squadron is considered to be one of 
the most elite air force units. In 2007, 
the squadron carried out a strike on a 
Syrian nuclear reactor.

Elite air force pilots join protests in Israel

Xi condemns US-led ‘suppression  
of China’: state media

Ukraine moves to fortify embattled Bakhmut  
as Russia closes in

Guterres warns progress on women’s right  
‘vanishing’ as UN’s commission on women opens

France faces ‘standstill’ in protests against 
pensions overhaul

North Korea warns US against intercepting 
missiles during tests

UK to unveil latest bid to stop migrants  
crossing Channel

Japan H3 rocket fails, destruct command issued

Beijing (AFP/APP):President Xi Jin-
ping condemned the US-led “suppres-
sion of China” in a speech to delegates 
at an annual congress in Beijing, state 
media reported. “Western countries led 
by the United States have implemented 
all-round containment, encirclement 
and suppression of China, which has 
brought unprecedented severe chal-
lenges to our country’s development,” 
Xi said, news agency Xinhua reported 
late Monday. The 69-year-old leader, 
who is gearing up to start a third con-
secutive presidential term, said the past 
five years have been riddled with a new 
set of hurdles that threaten to weigh 
down China’s economic rise. Xi added 

that China must “have the courage to 
fight as the country faces profound and 
complex changes in both the domestic 
and international landscape”, accord-
ing to a readout of the speech to dele-
gates at the Chinese People’s Political 
Consultative Conference (CPPCC).

KYIV (AFP/APP): Ukraine pledged on 
Monday to bolster its defences in front-
line Bakhmut, after reports that Kyiv 
was withdrawing from the city that has 
become a symbolic prize in the war. But 
Ukrainian forces fighting to retain con-
trol of the salt-mining town told AFP 
its capture by Russia was inevitable 
and that some units had already begun 
to pull back. The eastern Ukrainian 
city has been badly damaged during 
the longest and bloodiest battle since 

Russia invaded more than a year ago. 
Kyiv says the fighting is becoming in-
creasingly difficult and analysts say its 
forces may have initiated a strategic re-
treat. But President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky met with top commanders Monday 
and his office said they favoured “con-
tinuing the defensive operation and 
further strengthening our positions in 
Bakhmut.” In his evening address, the 
president said he “told the Chief of 
Staff to find the appropriate forces to 
help the guys in Bakhmut.” Ukrainian 
presidential aide Mykhaylo Podolyak 
also told AFP there was “consensus” 
within the military on the need to “con-
tinue defending” the city. Neither side 
has said how many troops they have 
lost in the battle, with observers saying 
both Moscow and Kyiv are trying to
exhaust each other.

UNITED NATIONS (APP): Closing 
the major gender gap in innovation 
and technology is the focus of the 
67th session of the Commission on 
the Status of Women (CSW), which 
opened in New York Monday, with 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 
saying that progress on women’s 
rights is “vanishing,” citing Afghani-
stan among other countries. Over the 
next two weeks, participants from 
across the world – including repre-
sentatives from governments, the UN, 
civil society and youth groups, as well 
as activists - will examine how gender 
equality, empowerment and sustain-
able development can be achieved in 
the digital era. The meeting, known 
as CSW67, will also highlight online 
violence and other dangers women 
and girls face, as well as the need for 

quality education in the information 
age. Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Bila-
wal Bhutto Zardari, who is due to ar-
rive in New York on Tuesday, will ad-
dress the commission on March 9. In 
her opening remarks, CSW67 Chair-
person Mathu Joyini of South Africa, 
said although digital technologies 
were rapidly transforming societies, 
they were also giving rise to profound 
new challenges that might perpetuate 
and deepen existing gender inequali-
ties. “Gender-based discrimination is 
a systemic problem that has been in-
terwoven into the fabric of our politi-
cal, social and economic lives, and the 
technology sector is no different,” she 
said. “However, this is compounded 
when you consider the multiple fac-
tors that impact and exacerbate this 
inherent discrimination.”

PARIS (AFP/APP): France’s trade 
unions were headed for a crucial face-
off with President Emmanuel Macron 
on Tuesday, with fresh strikes and pro-
tests planned against a controversial 
pensions reform he has championed. 
Unions have vowed to bring the coun-
try to a standstill over the proposed 
changes, which include raising the 
retirement age from 62 to 64 and in-
creasing the number of years workers 
have to make contributions for a full 
pension. “I call on all the country’s em-
ployees, citizens and retirees who are 
against the pensions reform to come 
out and protest en masse,” the head 
of the CFDT union Laurent Berger 
told the France Inter radio station on 
Monday. “The president cannot remain 
deaf” to the protests, he added. “There 
is today a huge social movement... and 

it will need a political response.” The 
president put the plan at the centre 
of his re-election campaign last year, 
and his cabinet says the changes are 
essential to prevent the pensions sys-
tem from falling into deficit in coming 
years. But they face fierce resistance 
from both parliament and the street, 
with almost two in three people across 
the country supporting protests against 
it, according to a poll by the Elabe sur-
vey group published Monday.

SEOUL (AFP/APP): North Korea 
warned Tuesday that it would be a “clear 
declaration of war” if its missiles were 
shot down during their test launches 
over the Pacific Ocean. The United 
States and South Korea have ramped 
up defence cooperation, including joint 
drills, in the face of growing threats 
from nuclear-armed Pyongyang, which 
has conducted a wave of banned weap-
ons tests in recent months. North Ko-
rea has said its nuclear weapons and 
missile programmes are for self-de-
fence, and has bristled over US-South 
Korea military exercises, describing 
them as rehearsals for an invasion. 

“It will be regarded as a clear declara-
tion of war against the DPRK, in case 
such military response as interception 
takes place against our tests of strategic 
weapons,” Kim Yo Jong, North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un’s powerful sister, 
said in a statement, using North Ko-
rea’s official name. “The Pacific Ocean 
does not belong to the dominium of the 
U.S. or Japan.” North Korea is “always 
on standby to take appropriate, quick 
and overwhelming action at any time”, 
added her statement, published by the 
official Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA). This month, the US and South 
Korean militaries will hold their largest 
joint drills in five years. Ahead of those 
exercises, named Freedom Shield and 
scheduled for at least 10 days starting 
March 13, the allies held air drills this 
week featuring a nuclear-capable US 
B-52 heavy bomber. In a separate state-
ment on Tuesday, North Korea’s for-
eign ministry accused the United States 
of “intentionally” ramping up tensions.

LONDON (AFP/APP): The UK govern-
ment will on Tuesday unveil hotly antic-
ipated legislation aimed at stopping mi-
grants crossing the Channel illegally on 
small boats, banning such arrivals from 
claiming asylum and promptly deport-
ing them. The draft law, which if passed 
will also prevent anyone deported after 
making the journey from re-entering 
the UK and ever claiming British citi-
zenship, has been heavily criticised by 
rights groups. They claim it is unwork-
able and will unfairly target refugees, 
but ministers insist the new rules are 
needed to curb the dangerous voyages 
across one of the world’s busiest ship-
ping lanes. Their perilous nature has 
been underlined by several tragedies 
in recent years, including in November 
2021 when at least 27 died after a din-
ghy deflated. Prime Minister Rishi Su-
nak, who took power last October, has 

said stemming the arrivals is one of his 
government’s top priorities this year as 
Conservative voters and media ratchet 
up pressure on the issue. The new legis-
lation comes days before a summit Fri-
day with French President Emmanuel 
Macron, where enhancing cooperation 
to “stop the boats” is expected to feature 
high on the agenda. A spokeswoman 
for Britain’s interior ministry, which is 
responsible for border enforcement, 
said France was “vital” in curbing the 
crossings, while stressing the need for 
the law.

TOKYO (AFP/APP): Japan’s next-gen-
eration H3 rocket failed after liftoff on 
Tuesday, with the space agency issuing 
a destruct command after concluding 
the mission could not succeed. The fail-
ure is a blow for Japan’s space agency 
JAXA, after the rocket failed to even 
lift off on its first try last month. Tues-
day’s launch from the Tanegashima 

Space Center in southwestern Japan 
initially appeared to be a success, with 
the flagship rocket lifting off at 10:37am 
(0137GMT). The first stage separation 
appeared to go as planned, but soon 
afterwards, signs of trouble emerged. 
“It seems that the velocity is coming 
down,” announcers on the JAXA live 
feed said, with the command centre 
then announcing: “The second stage 
engine ignition has not been confirmed 
yet, we continue to confirm the situa-
tion.” The live feed was then briefly halt-
ed, with a message reading “We are cur-
rently checking the status. Please wait.” 
When it resumed, the command centre 
announced the news.

Five Peru soldiers 
drown trying to flee 

protesters

Women still barred as 
Afghan universities 

reopen for men

LIMA (AFP/APP): Five Peruvian soldiers 
drowned after jumping into a freezing 
river while fleeing anti-government pro-
testers in the country’s south, the defense 
ministry said Monday. One other who 
tried to escape via the same route after 
clashes with demonstrators Sunday was 
still missing, and a search was under 
way. Soldiers said they came under at-
tack from people armed with slingshots 
and sticks at a demonstration against the 
government of President Dina Boluarte 
in the city of Ilave in the Puno region. 
Puno has been the epicenter of demon-
strations that first broke out in Decem-
ber when then-president Pedro Castillo 
was ousted and arrested after trying to 
dissolve parliament and rule by decree. 
His supporters are demanding the resig-
nation of Boluarte, fresh elections, a new 
constitution and the dissolution of par-
liament. More than 50 people have died 
and over 1,300 have been injured -- near-
ly half of them members of the security 
forces -- in clashes since then, according 
to the country’s rights ombudsman.

KABUL (AFP/APP): Afghan universi-
ties reopened on Monday after a winter 
break, but only men returned to class 
with a “heartbreaking” ban by the Tali-
ban authorities on women in higher ed-
ucation still in force. The university ban 
is one of several restrictions imposed on 
women since the Taliban stormed back 
to power in August 2021 and has sparked 
global outrage -- including across the 
Muslim world. “It’s heartbreaking to 
see boys going to the university while 
we have to stay at home,” said Rahela, 
22, from the central province of Ghor. 
“This is gender discrimination against 
girls, because Islam allows us to pursue 
higher education. Nobody should stop us 
from learning.” The Taliban government 
imposed the ban after accusing women 
students of ignoring a strict dress code 
and a requirement to be accompanied 
by a male relative to and from campus. 
Most universities had already introduced 
gender-segregated entrances and class-
rooms, as well as allowing women to 
be taught only by female professors or 
elderly men.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Honorary Con-
sul General of Tunisia for Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Ammad Rasheed has 
said that Pakistan-China friendship 
is getting stronger with each passing 
day and CPEC project will prove to 
be very important for the strengthen-
ing of  Pakistan’s economy.  He ex-
pressed these views on the occasion 
of his visit to China Window, a Chi-
nese cultural center established in 
Peshawar. Ammad Rasheed, who has 
also been the senior vice-president of 
the Sarhad Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry, Peshawar, visited the 
various galleries of the Chinese Cul-
tural Center, signed the friendship 
wall and recorded his comments in 
the guest book. On this occasion, he 

said that the people of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa have seen a very diffi-
cult time during terrorism and now 
they believe that the economy of the 
province will develop after the invest-
ment by the brotherly neighboring 
country China in Pakistan, especial-
ly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Ammad 
Rasheed said that Pakistan is facing 
economic challenges in the present 

era, which we have to learn from 
China’s economic development . He 
also described the establishment of 
China Window in Peshawar as an im-
portant step towards strengthening 
the friendship between the two coun-
tries and said that where people get 
the opportunity to have fun in China 
Window, they also learn about their 
brotherly neighboring country China.

PESHAWAR (APP): The University 
of Agriculture Peshawar (UAP), in 
collaboration with the Higher edu-
cation Commission (HEC), would 
organise a two-day internation-
al conference on “Food Security 
through sustainable agriculture 
strategies in the current climate 
change scenario” here at the UAP 
from March 08. The conference 
would be addressed by key speak-
ers including Dr C. Michael Smith, 

Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
(USA), Prof. Dr Omer Suha Uslu. 
(SUTCU Imam University Turkey), 
Dr Aqeel Ahmad, Science Fellow 
at Bayer Crop Saint Louis USA 
and Dr Hamad Saeed, University 
of Central Lancashire, Myerscough 
College Bilsborrow Preston, said 
a UAP spokesperson. The aim and 
objectives of the conference were to 
provide opportunities for exploring 
innovation and advances in sustain-
able agriculture strategies to protect 
plants/ animals resources from the 
invasion of insect pests, plant patho-
gens and weeds, he added. Profes-
sional linkages would be strength-
ened between agricultural scientists 
and institutions in Pakistan and 
abroad. This event would pave the 
way forward to promote and adopt 
the latest technologies in climate 
change, food security and sustain-
able agriculture. The theme of the 
conference is to devise strategies to 

minimise the present threats to food 
security in the climate change sce-
nario and strengthen the resilience 
of rural people through the adapta-
tion of sustainable climate-smart ag-
riculture strategies to cope with the 
threat to food security. The speakers 
would also highlight water smart 
technologies and management, 
strategies to overcome emerging 
crop issues including pests and dis-
eases, plant protection, new crop 
for changing environment and sus-
tainable production of livestock and 
poultry products at compatible pric-
es. The outcomes of the conference 
would provide a platform to bring 
together leading academicians, sci-
entists and researchers to exchange 
and share their experiences, equip 
young scientists and teachers for 
adopting the latest technologies, 
and devise eco-friendly strategies 
and pest management in changing 
climate scenarios.

Honorary Consul General of Tunisia for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Mr. Ammad Rasheed paid a visit to China Window Peshawar 

Two-day int’l moot on food security, climate change  
at UAP from Mar 8

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 277.2 280

China Yuan 39.79 40.19

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 73.3 74

U.A.E Dirham 75.3 76

UK Pound 330 333

Euro 292.5 295.5

Australian Dollar 182.5 184.5

Canadian Dollar 202 204.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

PUTA observes strike for killing of security officer 

Excise Department seizes 2400 liters of liquor,  
fake currency worth Rs. 3.2 million

Govt to promote tourism in merged areas:  
KP Advisor Zafar

MoU inked for youth economic empowerment 
in Chitral, Swat

KP Caretaker Minister Accuses Peshawar BRT 
CEO of Embezzling Money

14 shopkeepers arrested for profiteering in Peshawar 

Radio Pakistan Peshawar celebrates 88th anniversary

Rule of law inevitable for sustainable democracy, dispensation of speedy justice

PESHAWAR (APP): Peshawar Uni-
versity Teachers’ Association (PUTA) 
and unions of administrative staff on 
Monday unanimously announced a 
complete strike from March 7 for an 
indefinite period in the wake of the 
killing of a security officer within 
the university premises. The teach-
ers and other faculty demanded 
accountability of the top university 
administration for the tragic killing 
of the security officer, restoration of 

a peaceful and conducive working 
environment, and meeting of all the 
legitimate demands of the teaching 
fraternity. The other demands in-
cluded the termination of Vice Chan-
cellor, judicial inquiry into the killing 
of security officer, operation against 
arms in the university premises, 
training and psychological examina-
tions of all the security guards, and 
immediate termination of all tempo-
rary appointments.

PESHAWAR (APP): In a major crack-
down against illegal activities, the Ex-
cise Department has seized a massive 
amount of liquor and fake Currency 
in different operations. The first oper-
ation was carried out by the Mardan 
Excise Police Station, which resulted 
in the seizure of a truck full of coun-
try liquor. The truck was intercept-
ed near Swabi Interchange, and the 
driver and conductor were arrested. 

The police recovered more than 4000 
bottles and 20 gallons of liquor from 
70 pieces of cotton in the truck. In the 
second and third operations, the Ex-
cise Department seized illegal Paki-
stani currency worth Rs. 3.2 million. 
Three more accused were arrested 
in these operations, and cases were 
registered against them. The investi-
gation against the other involved ac-
cused is still ongoing.

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Advisor for Tourism Zafar 
Mehmood on Tuesday said the gov-
ernment was committed to promoting 
tourism in the province and generat-
ing more revenue besides providing 
opportunities for the local commu-
nities. In a statement issued here, he 
said that tourism activities would be 

extended to Swat, Chitral, and Swabi 
as well as in the merged districts for 
which the new road links were being 
developed while old roads were being 
rehabilitated. The advisor said that 
the government would set up youth 
centres and refreshment areas in the 
merged areas and at other tourist re-
sorts.

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) Center for Excellence, 
Hashoo Foundation, Akhuwat, and 
Swat and Chitral universities on 
Tuesday inked an agreement for the 
economic empowerment of youth in 
Swat and Chitral districts to meet 
Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs). The agreement signed un-
der the “Da Kali Ranra” project 
(Light of Village) would focus on 
promoting business capabilities and 
reducing poverty among the youth 
of the two selected districts of the 
Malakand division. A press release 
issued here after the ceremony said 
that the basic aim of “Da Kali Ranra” 
project was to augment community 
resilience against radicalization and 
extremism by culminating push fac-

tors of unemployment and poverty. 
The other aims included raising a 
safer charity and social reciprocity 
at the grassroots level, connecting 
the rural communities for social co-
hesion and national integration, and 
social mapping and need assessment 
for CVE intervention at the grass-
roots level. Under this agreement, 
soft loans would be given to many 
families in the villages of Chitral 
and Swat to launch their own local 
businesses that would benefit about 
2,000 young males and females. Uni-
versities of Swat and Chitral would 
provide training facilities to youth, 
while Hashoo Foundation would pro-
vide skill requirements for at least 
three years, technical support, and 
guidance for a business idea.

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s (KP) caretaker trans-
port minister Shahid Khattak has 
accused the former PTI provincial 
government of corruption in various 
projects. During a conversation with 
Geo News, Shahid alleged that Zu 
Peshawar Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
service CEO Fayyaz Ahmad Khan 
has fled the country after embezzling 
Rs. 7 billion alongside his associates 
and former provincial chief min-
ister Pervaiz Khattak. Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa’s (KP) caretaker trans-
port minister Shahid Khattak has 
accused the former PTI provincial 
government of corruption in various 
projects. During a conversation with 
Geo News, Shahid alleged that Zu 
Peshawar Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) 
service CEO Fayyaz Ahmad Khan 

has fled the country after embezzling 
Rs. 7 billion alongside his associates 
and former provincial chief minister 
Pervaiz Khattak. It bears mentioning 
that Zu Peshawar has won several 
international awards since its debut. 
Last month, the World Resources In-
stitute (WRI) awarded the Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) a $25,000 prize as one 
of five finalists for the Prize for Cit-
ies Award. The award ceremony took 
place in New York, United States, 
where Fayyaz Ahmed Khan, CEO of 
Zu Peshawar, was honored.

PESHAWAR (APP): District admin-
istration Peshawar arrested 14 shop-
keepers and issued a warning to 35 
others during a crackdown against 
profiteers on Tuesday. The operation 
against profiteers was carried out 
against profiteers for overcharging 
consumers at various localities on 
Warsak Road. During the crackdown 
93 shops were inspected, out of which 
14 were arrested for lacking official 
price list, selling under-weight roti 
and unhygienic conditions. 35 shop-
keepers were issued warnings for 

bringing improvement in cleanliness 
conditions in their shops. Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Peshawar, Shah 
Fahad has said that the officers of 
the district administration are used 
to visit fruit and vegetable markets 
during the wee hours of the day to 
witness the bidding process and then 
issue an official price list. He has di-
rected the officers of district admin-
istration to pay consecutive visits to 
bazaars within the areas of their ju-
risdiction and implementation of the 
official price list in letter and spirit.

PESHAWAR (APP): Radio Pakistan 
Peshawar, which was established 
on March 6, 1935, celebrated its 
88th anniversary on Monday with a 
function. Radio Pakistan Peshawar  
started broadcasting from a room 
at the secretariat after educationist 
Abdul Qayyum Khan requested ra-
dio’s inventor Guglielmo Marconi to 
establish a small radio transmitter 
at Peshawar. Marconi also donated 
a few radio sets for the station that 
were later distributed among peo-
ple. The station has the distinction 
of announcing the independence of 
Pakistan at midnight on August 13-
14, 1947 by eminent broadcasters 
Aftab Ahmad in Urdu and Abdullah 
Jan Magmom in Pashto languages. 
The function to celebrate its anni-

versary was attended by Chief Min-
ister’s special assistant for revenue, 
Syed Haroon Shah as the chief guest, 
Station Director of Radio Pakistan 
Peshawar, Syeda Iffat Jabbar, former 
chairman International Relations 
Department, University of Pesha-
war, Dr Adnan Sarwar Khan, senior 
broadcaster and academician Dr 
Abaseen Yousafzai, serving and re-
tired officers, artists, musicians and 
poets.

PESHAWAR (APP): In a civilized 
world, there is rule of law for smooth 
functioning of the government, in-
terpretation of the constitution and 
speedy dispensation of justice to all. 
It ensures that the legal system, which 
starts from the formation of laws, 
courts’ proceedings and implemen-
tation of courts’ judgments, is trans-
parent, accessible, and effective. The 
above views were expressed by Essa 
Khan, former additional advocate 
general Khyber Pakhtunkhwa while 
talking to APP on Tuesday. “No dem-
ocratic and egalitarian state can sur-
vive without strict implementation of 
rule of law and courts’ judgments”, 
he said, adding that countries like Af-
ghanistan had passed through turmoil 
and security issues due to the absence 
of an effective legal system. In the 
United Kingdom, he said the concept 
of rule of law developed from the writ-

ings of Professor A.V. Dicey, Joshpah 
Raz and Lord Bignham. Similarly, in 
1959, the International Commission of 
Jurists (ICJ) declared that respect for 
the ‘supreme value of human rights 
of all citizens’ should be the goal of 
all laws. Essa Khan said these histor-
ically developed concepts had now 
become part of almost all the consti-
tutions of civilized nations, adding the 
rule of law was also the cornerstone 
of the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan. 
He said Articles 4 and 5 of the 1973 
Constitution uphold the concept of the 
supremacy of law and Articles 8-28 
protect the fundamental rights of all 
citizens of Pakistan. He said that un-
fortunately due to lacuna in the coun-
try’s laws, influential people like for-
mer SSP Rao Anwar and Shahrukh 
Jatoi had been set free in serious 
cases. Ikhtair Wali said that strict 
implementation on law and equality 

in justice was the only way forward 
to take the country to the safe shore 
of economic prosperity and devel-
opment. But unfortunately, Pakistan 
could not achieve heights of success 
since its creation on the world map 75 
years ago due to repeated violations 
of the country’s laws and its Constitu-
tion. He said the constitution of Paki-
stan was abrogated four times, while 
the elected political governments of 
former prime minister Zulfiqar Ali 
Bhutto, three times elected premier 
Muhammad Nawaz Sharif and the 
first woman prime minister of the 
Muslim World, Benazir Bhutto were 
dismissed and judges were sacked 
that shattered people’s confidence in 
the legal system in the past. He said 
the Pakistan Muslim League – Nawaz 
(PML-N) strongly believed in rule of 
law and supremacy of the constitution 
as evident by 200 appearances of for-

mer prime minister Nawaz Sharif and 
his daughter Maryam Nawaz Sharif 
in courts in Panama case and faced 
imprisonment. Prime Minister She-
hbaz Sharif, Interior Minister Rana 
Sanaullah Khan and other PML-N 
leadership had also faced courts with 
bravery and courage, he added. On 
the other hand, he said PTI Chairman 
Imran Khan Niazi despite several 
notices and arrest warrants in Tosha 
Khana reference and in other cases 
had hardly appeared before courts, 
which exposed his tall pro-judiciary 
claims. “When Islamabad Police visit-
ed Imran Khan’s residence in Lahore 
to serve him court arrest warrants in 
compliance of the court orders, the 
PTI leadership and workers obstruct-
ed police from performing the official 
duty, and the SSP along with police 
team were not given access to Imran 
Khan,” he maintained.



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

-Your Source for Alternate News-
3Editorial & Opinion Wednesday 8 March 2023

Citing security concerns, high probability of controversy and Ja-
maat-i-Islami’s (JI) Haya March on the same day, the District Commis-
sioner (DC) of Lahore rejected the no objection certificate (NOC) re-
quested by the organising committee of Aurat March. Not only is this a 
gross violation of the constitutional rights granted to citizens—in this 
case at least half the population of Pakistan—but it goes against previ-
ous court orders and also brings to light an inherent bias against such 
protests. For now, the committee has stated that the march will contin-
ue as scheduled on March 8 but we are yet to see how this hurdle will 
be crossed. There are multiple problems with the DC’s statement. She 
stated that the march could not be held keeping in mind the current 
security scenario and threat alerts, as well as the controversy that is 
brought about by ‘controversial’ signs and banners. Furthermore, she 
stated that the JI had already announced a ‘Haya March’ against the 
Aurat March on the same day, and both of them taking place simulta-
neously is bound to result in clashes. The very obvious contention with 
this relates to double standards in permission; why does JI have the 
permission and right to hold its Haya March against and on the same 
day as Aurat March but the latter does not? There has been a series 
of precedents according to which the march has been held through 
court orders as well so why clamp down on one kind of protest alone? 
Furthermore, if security is a concern then it is a concern for the Haya 
March as well. We cannot selectively target one organisation and its 
traditions that are in some ways enshrined within the constitution of 
Pakistan. If conflict is what the prime problem is, there are countless 
solutions at the DC’s disposal. Providing or instructing the deploy-
ment of more security, dispersing both protests across the city in dif-
ferent areas where they might not clash, or just allowing both sides to 
protest peacefully together are all potential resolutions. Both commit-
tees have emphasised the desire to keep protests peaceful and focus 
on their respective causes. The fact of the matter remains, the right to 
assembly and protest is guaranteed by Article 16 of the constitution 
and must be granted, especially to a faction of the population that has 
experienced institutionalised and systematised discrimination. Taking 
away this right is the equivalent of sending us back decades and tak-
ing away all the progress achieved.

Constitutional Rights

POST-Partum Depression (PPD) is 
a complex disorder of hormonal, 
emo tional and behavioural chang-
es, happening within 4 weeks or 
soon after child birth. PPD is linked 
to social and psychological factors 
experienced by recently delivering 
mothers. It can be treated through 
counselling by senior mothers, gy-
naecologists, or a senior midwife. 
The question arises, how this hap-
pens especially in the lactating 
mothers. In fact, the body experi-
ences chemical changes of rapid 
drop in reproductive hormones- 
oestrogen and progesterone, in-
creased tenfold during pregnancy 
and getting dropped sharply after 
delivery and start rising within a 
week after delivery to the level of 
prior to pregnancy. The history of 
depression, prior to pregnancy is 
important, (the younger the pa-
tient, the higher the incidence of 
PPD); even apprehension of future 
pregnancies may result in PPD. 
Family history of psychological 
disorder, or any sudden stress-full 
event like loss of job or any health 
problems of the newborn, past 
history of premenstrual tension, 
limited social and economic sup-
port, living alone without any fam-
ily care, a marital conflict, drop of 
thyroid hormones overwhelmed by 
tiredness and lack of sleep. Other 
factors are related to the mother’s 
personal and physical health, or 
you may be over-anxious about 
your ability to care for the new-
born; all these factors can contrib-
ute to the incidence of PPD. In fact, 
these depressive changes happen 

in 10 mothers or rarely 1 in 1,000 
with serious symptoms of psycho-
sis. These symptoms are based on 
financial, family and psychological 
reactions after the arrival of a new 
baby. Usual symptoms are loss of 
proper sleep, appetite, severe fa-
tigue, and frequent temperamental 
changes like crying without any 
reason, they even refuse to nurse 
the baby, detesting further preg-
nancies. At times, they may ex-
hibit severe anger, lack of normal 
interest in the family affairs, ex-
pressing helplessness and obses-
sive-compulsive disorder (OCD). 
These obsessions are unfounded 
fears that may result, sometimes, 
in panicky situations. Untreated 
postpartum depression can be dan-
gerous for the baby, mother herself 
and even other family members. 
These symptoms may persist be-
yond 2 weeks and different in 
different mothers. PPD can hap-
pen in a few days or even months 
after childbirth, not just after the 
first child affecting the ability to 
perform normal routine functions 
of a household. PPD may become 
a very serious mental illness for 
the new mothers within the first 
3 months after childbirth. She 
may have auditory hallucinations 
(apprehension of hearing strange 
voices), or delusions (irrational 
things), and visual hallucinations 
(things that aren’t there). Other 
symptoms include insomnia (sleep 
less-ness), feeling agitated and an-
gry. If symptoms persist, mothers 
are even admitted in the hospital 
because they are at risk for hurting 

themselves or someone else. At this 
stage, she must seek professional 
advice. She will be given a treat-
ment plan, otherwise symptoms 
can worsen, assuring that such 
mothers will get normal after med-
ication and counselling. Treatment 
includes anti-anxiety or anti-de-
pressant medication, psychothera-
py, and emotional support from the 
family, usually under a profession-
al guidance. However, there is no 
harm if the nursing mother takes 
medication while breastfeeding. 
If not treated in time, it can weak-
en the family bond, the baby and 
the other family members. Even, it 
can last for a longer period, turn-
ing to chronic depressive state in 
future life. The babies may devel-
op problems with normal sleeping 
patterns, their feeds, crying more 
than usual and delayed in speak-
ing progress. The mothers can 
manage mild symptoms through 
counselling, if it persists, an ear-
ly check-up is necessary and they 
soon get well. However, a word of 
advice to mothers to keep active, 
take a walk, and get out of the 
house for a break. Use a nutritious 
diet, avoid too much tea or coffee, 
improve the relationship with the 
kith and kin, keeping herself busy 
and avoid isolation, limit your 
phone calls and sleep when your 
baby is sleeping. These simple and 
well-in-time measures will help the 
mothers to overcome the sickening 
problem of PPD.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

WHAT is citizenship good for? I’ve 
been thinking about this while lis-
tening to the BBC podcast “I am 
not a monster” about Shamima 
Begum. You may remember her 
described as “the jihadi bride” 
from London who, at age 15, left 
the United Kingdom with two oth-
er teens to join the militant Islamic 
State (IS) group in Syria in 2015. 
She resurfaced in 2019 at a refu-
gee camp in Syria and then (short 
story) had her citizenship stripped 
on grounds that she was a threat 
to the UK’s security. Although it 
later emerged she was a victim of 
child trafficking, Shamima Begum 
lost her appeal on Feb 22 and will 
remain stateless at the refugee 
camp indefinitely. I’m wondering 
if citizenship is more than a le-
gal status. It is about a person’s 
right to have rights as Hannah 
Arendt wrote in 1949, when she 
herself was a stateless refugee. 
After being stripped of German 
citizenship, she found refuge in 
the United States but without cit-
izenship until 1951, she realised 
that human rights didn’t provide 
any relief to the stateless. To have 
rights, she said, you needed to be 
more than human, you needed to 
belong to a political community or 
be a citizen of a nation state. The 
right to citizenship affords people 
all other rights. In 2022, the UN-
HCR (UN’s refugee agency) said 
at least 100 million people were 
forced to leave their homes, flee-
ing conflict, abuse and rights vio-
lations. This figure is a new record 
that “should never have been set”, 
said the head of the agency, Filippo 
Grandi. When they do the count-
ing for this year, the figure must 
include the Pakistanis who died in 

two boat wrecks off the coasts of 
Italy and Libya recently. They were 
willing to forgo their ‘Pakistaniyat’ 
in exchange for a better life. Sham-
ima’s greatest crime seems to be 
the infamous interview she gave 
to The Times in 2019 at the refu-
gee camp after escaping Raqqa, 
nine months pregnant. “I’m not 
the same silly 15-year-old girl who 
ran away from home and I don’t 
regret coming here,” she said, and 
asked to come home. It did not sat-
isfy the British media which went 
for her jugular. She became a na-
tional hate figure and her citizen-
ship was revoked thereafter. The 
decision to leave her where she 
is, rather than bring her home to 
try her for crimes — by the way, 
there is no evidence to suggest she 
committed any — doesn’t sound 
like responsible governance. Ac-
cording to the immigration law 
website Free Movement, at least 
460 people were stripped of their 
UK citizenship between 2006 and 
2020. Her ‘crime’ has been deemed 
unredeemable but what are the 
goalposts for what is acceptable 
and what isn’t? Why were terror 
charges against another British 
citizen, 15-year-old Rhianan Rudd 
(read: white girl), dropped in 2022 
after it was proven she was a vic-
tim of online grooming by right-
wing extremists (read: neo-Nazis)? 
Why did the media say her case 
was a “wake-up call” about online 
grooming but not Shamima’s? This 
is not at all surprising for us brown 
folks who know how institutional 
racism works. Isn’t citizenship also 
about a person’s sense of belong-
ing? Shamima Begum joined IS 
because she believed in the ‘uto-
pia’ her recruiters promised her in 

Syria. She did not feel like she be-
longed in the UK and yearned for 
acceptance and love. But she did 
not find that in Syria either. She 
narrates in the BBC podcast how 
she endured unspeakable traumas, 
but that too angered listeners. The 
BBC said that it had received 387 
complaints about the podcast by 
Feb 23. Some listeners aren’t ready 
to see her as anything but a mon-
ster. The BBC defends its decision 
to air her story as an investigation 
done in the national interest. As 
is the purview of journalism. The 
press dem o nised Shamima Begum 
as “jihadist bride” or unrepentant 
monster or brainwashed teen-
ager. This is the same press that 
framed IS executions as barbar-
ic — which they undeniably were 
—but not the wars that are begun 
to counter imaginary weapons of 
mass destruction. The hypocrisy 
is tiring. It brings me back to Ar-
endt’s “right to have rights”. Who 
do rights belong to if governments 
can come in and take them away? 
Too many leaders are inching to-
wards totalitarian policies in the 
name of national security when 
they are deeply steeped in xeno-
phobia. This must be resisted. This 
means creating policies to man-
age migration, for example, rather 
than banning it outright. Policies 
must be seen as engaging with 
legitimate grievances rather than 
‘lock them up and throw away the 
key’ — as our political elite is wont 
to do. Arendt thought maybe one 
needs a revolutionary approach 
to policies, one that comes from a 
place of justice, not ignorance or 
exclusion. Because after all, justice 
is at stake.
Courtesy: DAWN
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PPD: A problem after child birth
— By Nighat I Durrani

Beyond legal status
— By Muna Khan

The Pakistani economic meltdown has 
metastasized into a full-blown pay-
ments emergency. After 75 years Paki-
stan’s economy is in a sagging position. 
Here the proposed prospects to discuss 
are the concerns about the default of 
Pakistan in 2023. Pakistan is a sand-
wich state which is the hallmark of 
global convulsions. The convergence 
of all global stakeholders is at the core 
of this state. The Pakistani economy 
is at a critical juncture because of im-
balances and many other factors like 
more consumption and inadequate 
savings, deficit of balance of payments, 
poor social indicators, and loss incur-
ring state-owned enterprises. The eco-
nomic insecurity is directly linked to in-
surgency and terrorism which is again 
at the surface in the state of affairs. 
Pakistan will not default in any circum-
stances due to many reasons. Pakistan 
has a prime position geographically 
and globally in the region. Pakistan is 
the favorite state of the global commu-
nity to manage and never flunk in the 
21st Century. If Pakistan flunks, the ji-
hadist and terrorist factions will be em-
powered to intrude in the domestic set-
up of the country. This will cause social 
discontent and social anarchy in Paki-
stan. If these social anomalies exist in 
Pakistan they will not stop here. The 
will spread like a contingent pandemic 
across the globe. We are living in the 
neoliberal economic setup where the 
depression of one state causes the de-
pletion of other states due to the inter-
connectivity and interdependence of 
the social and economic stakeholders. 
Terrorism, immigration, migration, 
and unemployment will vertically rise 
in case of the economic collapse in Pa-
kistan. That will also cause a burden on 
the Western and Middle Eastern states. 
States in the international system are 
very calculated to avert the risks. Re-
alists’ perspectives on International hi-
erarchy propel states to curb the rising 
threats to their stability. Codependency 
even for security concerns is the cen-
tral question of existence for any state. 
The issues in the world’s fifth largest 
country can be a tipping point to ex-
port social schism, polarization, an 

extension of extremism, and mass de-
pression into the other recipient states 
in the Middle East, China, and even 
some states of the Western world. The 
anarchy in Pakistan can upset China 
and its flagswhip projects in Pakistan. 
For instance, the threat to Pakistani 
internal economic infrastructure is 
also vulnerable to Chinese investment. 
Chinese investment is at a challenge if 
Pakistan defaults and becomes a client 
of any imperial power of the Western 
world. For example, the resurfacing 
of TTP in Pakistan can herald a dou-
ble crisis— economic and security— 
which can spread to other states. Due 
to the connectivity of a large flux of 
stakeholders and internationalist agen-
das, the decline of Pakistan is directly 
linked to the decline of many coun-
tries. On these bases, they will never let 
down the economic collapse but they 
will shoulder the Pakistani economy to 
survive on ventilator. As for solutions, 
Pakistan’s economy is in a challenging 
position just like the Indian economy 
at the end of the 20th century. Pakistan 
must learn some lessons from the In-
dian strategies at that time to combat 
the malice of economic discontinuity. 
The macroeconomic imbalances can 
be dealt with through the mature digiti-
zation of the economy, boosting credit 
growth, and GDP growth over the me-
dium term. Opening the market and 
creating digital ventures in commerce 
will open the global markets for the 
smallest of businesses. The road to the 
boom in the Pakistani economy and 
the health of economic expansion can 
be ensured through the privatization of 
government entities, new reforms, pri-
oritization of infrastructure spending, 
deregulation, and considering pros-
pects to increase the net FDI-to-GDP 
ratio. At this critical juncture of the Pa-
kistani economic meltdown, the USA 
should push the Pakistani government 
toward a debt-restructuring proce-
dure. China should give credit for debt 
repayment. If Pakistan is stuck in debt 
stress, then it is inevitable that we will 
stumble into an economic slowdown 
and become more barren.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Default and future prospects
— By Muhammad Wajahat Sultan

Where’s industrial chemistry?
In today’s modern world, the need 
and upgradation of industries in dif-
ferent regions of the world have tre-
mendously enhanced the production 
of several cheap and expensive ma-
terials. For instance, from the fiber of 
our cloth to the fertilizer required for 
growing our crops, to cement, each 
and every ingredient of our home is 
obtained through industries. Due to 

the income from industries, one coun-
try can merely equip a stable econo-
my. Nonetheless, in Balochistan, es-
pecially in Turbat city, there are no 
such high-quality industries that aid 
in promoting a good economic sys-
tem. Despite a few cheap industries, 
imports of high-quality goods from 
other cities and countries are the very 
reason for economic instability. Along 
with imports, the bills of transporta-

tion are also a negative result of no-
good industries within the city. Un-
less the use of industrial chemistry is 
achieved sincerely by our authorities 
and if quality industries aren’t con-
structed in recent future, then the fu-
ture of our nation will maintain insta-
bility in its economy without getting 
any positive change.
– Zainab Ali Ahmed
– Kech

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP):  Federal Min-
ister for Climate Change Senator 
Sherry Rehman welcomed the Min-
ister of State at the German For-
eign Office, H.E. Dr. Tobias Lindner 
at the Ministry of Climate Change. 
The Minister was accompanied 
by the Ambassador of Germany 
to Pakistan, H.E. Alfred Grannas. 
During the meeting, the two min-
isters discussed the importance of 
international collaboration in ad-
dressing the global challenge of cli-
mate change. They exchanged ideas 
on possible areas of cooperation 
between Pakistan and Germany in 

the fields of renewable energy, cli-
mate adaptation, and mitigation. 
Minister Rehman highlighted Paki-
stan’s vulnerability to the impacts of 
climate change, including extreme 
weather events such as forest fires 
and heatwaves, and the melting of 
glaciers in the North of Pakistan. 

She expressed her appreciation for 
Germany’s assistance to Pakistan in 
tackling climate change, particularly 
on the recently launched Strength-
ening Climate Adaptation and Resil-
ience (SAR) project in partnership 
with GIZ and MoCC, and inclusion 
of Pakistan as one of the pathfind-
er countries for the Global Shield 
against Climate Risk. The meeting 
concluded with a joint commitment 
to further strengthen the partnership 
between Pakistan and Germany in 
addressing the challenges of climate 
change and to work towards a sus-
tainable future for all. 

Marriyum lashes out at Imran for not a 
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Tuesday crit-
icizing Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chairman Imran Khan said that a 
person who had hidden when police 
arrived to arrest him was now fine to 
hold election rallies. ” This was not a 
movement to save the judiciary but 
a movement to be saved from judi-
ciary”, she said in a tweet targeting 
Imran Khan. Lashing out at the PTI 
chairman, she said “the foreign agent 

and Toshakhana thief” did not appear 
even when his non-bailable arrest 
warrants were issued. The minister 
said that the accused and his legal 
team were missing and the court was 
again waiting.

HYDERABAD (APP): Sindh Gover-
nor Kamran Tessori said that joint 
efforts were needed to overcome 
the economic crisis that was creat-
ed by the previous regime. He said 
this while talking to media persons 
at Hyderabad Press Club, and later 
addressed a program at Hyderabad 
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
tries, on Monday evening. “We are 
passing through an economic and so-
cial crisis which needs to be resolved 
on an immediate basis”, the governor 
stressed. Referring to Imran Khan, 
the governor said a “political party” 
leader had plunged the country into 
an economic and social mess as a 
result of which the poor people suf-
fered a lot. The Governor said due 
to the flawed policies of the previous 
regime, the middle class had disap-

peared from the country, “now only 
two social classes remained.” On the 
queries raised over the digital cen-
sus, the governor said that he had 
conveyed the concerns to the Census 
Commissioner who had assured that 
after consulting with Minister Ah-
san Iqbal, he (commissioner) would 
respond within a week. Kamran 
Tessori said he held a meeting with 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif in Is-
lamabad and the PM assured to visit 
Hyderabad during the current month 
(before Ramzan) to lay the founda-
tion stone of the Hyderabad univer-
sity. Replying to a question about a 
ban on a tv channel, the Governor 
said he was against such a ban as in 
democratic government media must 
be free to work as per rules and reg-
ulations.

HYDERABAD (APP): The Retailers 
Milk Sellers Welfare Association has 
requested the district administration 
to withdraw the notification through 
which the rate of milk was fixed at 
Rs160 per liter. At a press conference 
at Hyderabad Press Club here on 
Monday the association’s Nazir Ab-
bassi, Junaid Nagori, Haji Anwar Na-
gori and others said the district ad-
ministration was only implementing 
the official rates at the retail outlets. 
They claimed that the dairy farmers 
late last month increased the price of 

milk, which they sold to the retailers, 
by Rs690 per 40 liters. According to 
them, the hike compelled them to 
raise the price from Rs180 per liter 
to Rs200 per liter. They said if they 
sold milk at the rate notified by the 
Deputy Commissioner their busi-
ness would suffer colossal financial 
losses. They complained that on one 
hand the retailers were being forced 
to sell milk at a loss making price and 
on the other hand the teams of dis-
trict administration were imposing 
fines.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar Monday 
chaired a meeting to review the es-
tablishment of passport offices in 
different areas of the country. Inte-
rior Minister Rana Sanaullah Khan, 
Special Assistant to the Prime Min-
ister on Revenue Tariq Mehmood 
Pasha, Secretary Interior, Special 
Secretary Finance, NADRA Chair-
man, Director General Passport 
and Immigration and senior officers 
from Finance, NADRA and Passport 
Office attended the meeting, said 
a press release. The meeting was 
apprised of the performance of the 

Passports & Immigration Office, 
which reviewed the existing setup of 
passport offices in the country and 
abroad. It was informed that over Rs 
26 billion had been deposited in the 
national exchequer with the issu-
ance of 4.5 million passports to date. 
The meeting also deliberated on the 
establishment of Passports Process-
ing Counters and Mobile Register 
Vehicles in collaboration with NAD-
RA (National Database Registration 
Authority) in the remaining districts 
of Pakistan utilizing available re-
sources for maximum facilitation 
and service delivery to the general 
population.

LAHORE (APP): On the directions 
of Capital City Police Officer Lahore 
Additional IG Bilal Siddique Kamya-
na, citizens from inside and outside 
country are being provided state of 
the art digitalized online facilities in-
cluding police character and verifica-
tion certificates, vehicle verification, 
new and renewal of traffic driving 
licenses, copies of FIRs, loss reports, 
registration of tenants and private 
employees. As many as 48190 citi-
zens have been facilitated from Khid-
mat Marakiz of Lahore police during 
the month of February this year. Ac-
cordingly, 4778 character certificates, 

whereas 7232 police verification cer-
tificates have been issued during last 
month. As many as, 750 citizens have 
been facilitated at Police Khidmat 
Centre of DIG Operations Office, 114 
at Facilitation Center of Gulberg, 786 
at Iqbal Town, 481 at Greater Iqbal 
Park, 231 at Town Hall, 285 at Lahore 
chamber of Commerce & Industry, 
575 at Arfa Karim, 92 at Lahore High 
Court whereas 340 applications were 
submitted at recently inaugurated 
Facilitation Center of Bahria Town. 
Moreover, 25 citizens were facilitated 
at Police mobile Khidmat Markaz as 
well. 

HYDERABAD (APP): SSP Amjad 
Ahmed Shaikh distributed gifts and 
sweets among the policemen belong-
ing to the Hindu community as they 
celebrated their Holi festival. The po-
lice spokesman informed here on Mon-
day, the SSP also directed all the DSPs 
to greet their subordinate Hindu cops 
and distribute gifts and sweets for their 

festival of the colours. In his statement, 
Shaikh said all the people of Pakistan 
regardless of their religious associa-
tion had equal rights in the country. He 
said the cops belonging to the minority 
community were assets for the police 
force. The SSP said the police were 
with the community as they celebrated 
the Holi festival.

LAHORE (APP): Nazia Jabin, Addi-
tional Secretary Information Punjab, 
has been appointed as Executive Di-
rector Al-Hamra. According to a press 
release issued here on Monday, she 
would continue to serve as Additional 
Secretary Information Punjab. Nazia 
Jabin has served in many important 
positions during her service, it added. 

Executive Director Lahore Arts Council 
Al-Hamra Nazia Jabin has said that she 
strongly believed in values and would 
work to highlight high social traditions. 
Al-Hamra is the most beautiful institu-
tion in its literary and cultural status, 
she said, adding that she would work 
for promotion of language, manners 
and civilization.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Adviser to the 
Prime Minister on Political and Pub-
lic Affairs Engineer Amir Muqam on 
Monday alleged that during the nine 
and a half years rule of the Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) in Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, party chief Imran Khan 
had used the minerals sector for his 
personal gains. He minted billions 
of rupees as a bribe on account of 

leasing out mines, Amir Muqam 
said while addressing the clos-
ing ceremony of the 24th Pakistan 
Gems, Jewelery and Mineral Show 
2023, organized by the All Pakistan 
Commercial Exporters Association 
(APCEA). He said that compared to 
the previous years, the exports had 
decreased badly during the PTI gov-
ernment.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) Women’s Wing 
Central President and MPA Fary-
al Talpur extended Holi greetings 
to the Hindu community residing 
in Pakistan, and other parts of the 
world. In her message on the festival 
of colors, she said that Holi symbol-
ized the defeat of evil and the victo-
ry of good, adding that such festi-
vals promoted brotherhood in the 
society. She said that the services of 

the Hindu community in the devel-
opment and progress of the country 
highly commendable. Faryal Talpur 
said that Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhu-
tto and Shaheed Mohtarma Benazir 
Bhutto believed in tolerance and 
equality of all citizens. PPP Chair-
man Bilawal Bhutto Zardari and for-
mer president Asif Ali Zardari were 
actively working for wider national 
unity and harmony in Pakistan, she 
said.

LAHORE (APP): Inspector Gener-
al Police Punjab Dr. Usman Anwar 
on Monday said that a special ef-
fort called “Initiative for Differently 
Abled Children” had been launched 
to provide modern medical facilities 
to children affected by mental and 
physical diseases including hearing 
and speech. Under which all possible 
steps would be taken from platform 
of department for the rehabilitation 
of children who deserved treatment, 
help and attention and to solve the 
problems, he added. The IG Punjab 
said that these children suffering 
from various disorders deserved 
special attention and in this process, 
the police department would spare 
no effort in providing facilities and 
support to its employees. Dr. Usman 

Anwar signed MoUs with Children’s 
Hospital Lahore, Rising Sun Insti-
tute, Full Circle Institute and Hamza 
Foundation on behalf of Punjab Po-
lice for the rehabilitation and sup-
port of mentally and physically chal-
lenged children under which Punjab 
Police and all four institutions to-
gether would take joint measures 
for rehabilitation of special and dif-
ferently abled children of police em-
ployees. On this occasion, IG Punjab 
appointed DIG Establishment Dr. 
Inam Waheed as the focal person for 
coordination with other institutions. 
He directed the Hamza Foundation 
to prepare a two-week special train-
ing course to teach Basic Sign Lan-
guage to the police personnel, which 
would be started from this Friday.

UNITED NATIONS (APP): The Unit-
ed Nations humanitarian team had 
reached more than seven million 
flood-it people in Pakistan with food 
and other essential services in the 
past six months, as part of the Gov-
ernment-led response to the devas-
tating floods, a UN spokesman said 
Monday. “We are also supporting 
authorities’ efforts to help communi-
ties recover, restore their livelihoods, 
and prepare for the next monsoon 
season in a few months,” UN Spokes-
man Stephane Dujarric told reporters 
at the regular noon briefing in New 
York. However, he said, only 30 per-
cent of this year’s Floods Response 
Plan had been funded, and rates of 
child malnutrition remained of par-

ticular concern. The UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and partners had 
reached more than one million chil-
dren and close to 850,000 mothers 
with lifesaving nutrition interventions 
that helped avert a significant num-
ber of deaths, the spokesman said. 
However, only one-third of the child 
nutrition response had been funded, 
leaving 12 million children suffer-
ing from stunting at risk. For their 
part, the World Health Organization 
(WHO) has reached more than three 
million people with health services. 
And the Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization (FAO) has provided food 
security and agriculture assistance to 
seven million people, although four 
million people are still at risk.

MUZAFFARABAD (APP): The 
UNICEF delegation headed by its 
Representative Abdullah A Fadal 
arrived here on a two-day visit to 
Azad Jammu and Kashmir here on 
Monday, aiming to assess the prog-
ress of its funded developmental 
project. AJK Secretary Agriculture 
Sardar Javed Ayub, the additional 

chief secretary and other high offi-
cials received the UNICEF delega-
tion at the Chief Secretary Office. 
Later, a special meeting was held 
at the chief secretary office which 
was chaired by the AJK Chief Sec-
retary Muhammad Usman Chachar 
through a video link from Islam-
abad.

Minister Climate Change  welcomes foreign dignitaries at MoCC

6 killed, four injured in 
gas leakage blast

NA body on  
SAFRON meets

Jashan-e-Baharan  
celebrations continue

SIU arrests extortionist, 
recovers hand grenade

QUETTA (APP): At least six persons 
were killed while four others sus-
tained injuries in a gas leakage blast 
occurred near Sarkee Kalan area of 
Quetta district on Tuesday. Accord-
ing to rescue sources, a house lo-
cated in the vicinity of Sarkee Kalan 
area blasted with a big bang due to 
gas leakage. Resultantly, six persons 
died on the spot while four others 
sustained injuries. The rescue team 
rushed to the site and evacuate two 
women and four children from the 
rubble of the house. The injured are 
being shifted to a nearby hospital for 
medical treatment. Further investiga-
tions are underway.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Assembly Standing Committee on 
States and Frontier Regions (SA-
FRON) on Friday discussed the is-
sue of FATA House Islamabad and 
recommended to the Ministry of 
Interior to handover the possession 
to the Government of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and submit the report to the 
Committee accordingly. The Com-
mittee which met here at Parliament 
House with MNA Muhammad Jamal 
ud Din in the Chair, was of the view 
that FATA House was the property of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Government 
after FATA merger. On the issue of 
non-inclusion of students from Dee-
ni Madaaris as well as students from 
Erstwhile FATA into Prime Minis-
ter’s Laptop Scheme, the Commit-
tee was informed by the Chairman 
HEC that 9500 laptops given to the 
FATA students under the Laptop 
scheme. The Chairman HEC further 
informed that Deeni Madaaris do not 
come under the policy and the HEC 
only awards laptops to the university 
students.

LAHORE (APP): The 7-day 
Jashan-e-Baharan celebrations, un-
der the auspices of Department of 
Information and Culture Punjab 
continued at Lahore Arts Council 
Al-Hamra, here on Monday. On the 
second day of the event, famous sing-
er Ustad Hamid Ali Khan performed 
at Al-Hamra. The mounting Ghazal 
concert was attended by DG PILAC 
Benish Fatima, famous writer Sofia 
Bidar, famous artist Zulfikar Ali Zulfi 
and a large number of people. Exec-
utive Director Al-Hamra Nazia Jabin 
said in her comments that the people 
wre being provided with quality en-
tertainment opportunities on a large 
scale during Baharan celebrations. 
It aimed to spread the language of 
love, reducing the atmosphere of 
tension in the society and promoting 
the atmosphere of brotherhood, she 
added.

KARACHI (APP): The Special Investi-
gation Unit (SIU) of Crime Investiga-
tion Agency (CIA) - Karachi Police on 
Monday arrested an alleged member 
of an extortionists gang and recovered 
a hand grenade from his possession. 
The unit acting on a tip-off arrested 
accused Anas Khan from Kalakot 
area of the megalopolis, according to 
a spokesman for SIU. The arrested ac-
cused along with his accomplice Amin 
alias Chuchu extorted traders in Lyari 
and taking directions from Shahmeer 
Baloch gang being operated from a 
neighbouring country.
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Senate body summons Balochistan Chief Secretary,  
Energy Secretary over lease agreement implementation issue

ISLAMABAD (APP): Senate Stand-
ing Committee on Petroleum Mon-
day summoned the Balochistan 
Chief Secretary and provincial en-
ergy secretary in the next meeting 
to resolve the issues related to the 
implementation of the lease agree-
ment reached between the Petro-
leum Division and the provincial 
government in 2016. The committee 

meeting, chaired by Senator Mu-
hammad Abdul Qadir, was briefed 
on the report of the Sub-Commit-
tee on the issue of implementation 
of the terms of the lease agreement 
and informed that the parties were 
not agreeing on the “term of ref-
erence.” The Secretary Petroleum 
Division informed the body that 
there had been no progress on the 

gas agreement with the Baloch-
istan government despite his team 
prepared recommendations, while 
final proposals from the provincial 
authorities were still awaited to 
move forward on the matter. He also 
briefed the committee on the latest 
status of Gas Infrastructure Devel-
opment Cess (GIDC) cases and the 
collections made so far.

Alleged murderer held

IRSA releases 94,300 
cusecs water

WASA directed to public 
defaulters’ list

Factory worker killed

Bandit killed,two cops 
injured in encounter

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Police 
claimed to have arrested an alleged 
main suspect involved in a murder 
case reported in the last month here 
on Tuesday. According to a police 
spokesman, the accused identified 
as Abdur Rauf had mercilessly killed 
a youth, Ghulam Yaseen in the lim-
its of Chowk Sarwar Shaheed police 
station on February 25. The case was 
registered but no success was made 
with regard to the killer’s arrest. 
However, police arrested him today 
(Tuesday) from his house after reach-
ing through a close source of him. 
The arrested man confessed his sin 
during the initial investigation.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River Sys-
tem Authority (IRSA) on Tuesday re-
leased 94,300 cusecs water from vari-
ous rim stations with inflow of 55,300 
cusecs. According to the data released 
by IRSA, water level in River Indus at 
Tarbela Dam was 1444.90 feet and 
was 46.90 feet higher than its dead 
level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and 
outflow in the dam was recorded as 
20,400 cusecs while outflow as 55,000 
cusecs. The water level in River Jhe-
lum at Mangla Dam was 1105.20 feet, 
which was 55.20 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
17,600 cusecs and 22,000 cusecs re-
spectively. The release of water at Ka-
labagh, Taunsa , Guddu and Sukkur 
was recorded 57,900, 40,500, 34,100 
and 10,600 cusecs respectively. Simi-
larly, from River Kabul, a total of 7,900 
cusecs of water released at Nowshera 
and 3,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.

MULTAN (APP): Commissioner 
Aamir Khattak, Multan Division, 
ordered the Water and Sanitation 
Agency (WASA) to display its default-
ers’ list on electronic and print so-
cial media. While chairing a meeting 
here Tuesday, he directed to recover 
its utility bills both from residential 
and commercial consumers through 
prompt action. “It is imperative for 
citizens to know about WASA default-
ers. WASA should outsource its re-
covery process to a third party”, said 
Khattak. He also directed to discon-
nect the connections of defaulters. 
Without improving recovery targets, 
the solution to WASA’s problems is 
impossible, added the Commissioner.

FAISALABAD (APP): A factory work-
er was gunned down while his col-
league suffered injuries in a cloth fac-
tory near Chak no 204-RB canal road 
here on Tuesday. Madina police said 
that an unidentified armed person en-
tered a factory and opened fire. Con-
sequently, 55-year-old Mian Iqbal was 
killed on the spot, while his colleague 
Zakaullah sustained bullet injuries. 
Police took the body into custody and 
shifted to mortuary for autopsy. The 
injured person was rushed to DHQ 
hospital.

SIALKOT (APP): A bandit was gunned 
down ,while two cops suffered injuries 
in police encounter here at blockade at 
Abbas chowk,Adalat Garha late night. 
Ugoki police said on Tuesday that two 
suspicious persons riding a motorcy-
cle opened fire indiscriminately at the 
police. The team retaliated and during 
exchange of gunshots,police consta-
bles Ilyas Ahmed and Majazib Khalid 
suffered injuries, while one bandit was 
killed and his accomplice fled.

NIH delegation calls on Secretary Health Balochistan

Chairman NDMA emphasizes JICA for  
cooperation in AI-driven EWs

ANF recovers over 168 kg drugs; arrests seven

WHO hands over latest ambulance to BHU  
Kalash valley

Four bids to smuggle 1830 flour bags foiled

Maryam Nawaz to address PML-N organizational 
convention in Sheikhupura today: Marriyum

Experiment on cotton nurseries in progress to 
counter impacts of climate change in south Punjab

Mansehra road rehabilitation underway: NHA

NA body for PCAA to decide about max height 
of high-rise buildings in airports vicinity

Shab-e-Barat to be observed with traditional 
zeal on Tuesday night

BOI all set to introduce Asaan Karobaar  
Bill in Parliament

Agriculture credit disbursement up  
by 28.3% in 7 months

QUETTA (APP): A delegation from 
National Institute of Health Islam-
abad met with Secretary Health Ba-
lochistan Saleh Mohammad Nasar 
here on Monday The delegation of 
NIHCDC included Dr. Syed Aftab 
Rahim, Dr. Syam Rashid. The dele-
gation discussed the implementation 
of a pilot project titled “Establish-
ment of Hospital Acquired Infection 
Surveillance System in selected Ter-
tiary Healthcare Facilities (TCH’s) 
across Pakistan.” Various officials 
of the health department including 
Director General Health Baloch-
istan Dr. Noor Qazi, Dr. Tahira Ka-
mal, Medical Superintendent Fati-
ma Jinnah Chest Hospital Quetta, 
and consultant Health Secretary Dr. 
Ababgar Baloch, in-charge of PDS-
RU Dr. Abad Achakzai and others 

participated in the meeting. Secre-
tary Health Balochistan while talking 
to the delegation said by conducting 
an infection surveillance system, one 
can be aware of the disease situation 
including disease prevention in hos-
pitals. He said that work on infection, 
prevention and control is the need of 
the hour. We appreciate NIH’s role 
in this mechanism of infection con-
trol surveillance. The NIH delegation 
said that as the National Focal Point 
for International Health Regulations 
(IHR-2005)/GHSA/AMR/PC, NIH is 
nationally responsible for Antimicro-
bial Resistance (AM) and Infection 
Prevention and Control (IC). NIH 
is providing technical assistance to 
provinces to implement government 
policies and standards related to safe 
health facilities and IPC practices.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman Na-
tional Disaster Management Au-
thority (NDMA) Lieutenant General 
Inam Haider Malik on Monday held 
a deliberate session with visiting 
dignitaries of Japan International 
Coop Agency (JICA). The NDMA 

Chairman emphasized for coopera-
tion in sharing Artificial Intelligence 
(AI)-driven early warnings (EWs), 
public alert systems and intellectual 
expert exchange for research, said 
the Authority in a tweet on its official 
Twitter handle. 

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) while conducting nine 
operations managed to recover over 
168 kg narcotics and arrested seven 
accused, said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Tuesday. He in-
formed that in an operation near Is-
lamabad Motorway, ANF recovered 
18 kg charras from secret cavities of 
a vehicle and arrested an accused, 
resident of Khyber. In another oper-
ation, ANF foiled a bid to smuggle 
drugs from Peshawar to Punjab and 
recovered 12 kg charras from the 
possession of two drug smugglers. In 
the third operation near G.T. Road Pe-
shawar, ANF seized 200 intoxicated 
tablets and one kg charras from the 

possession of an accused, resident of 
Khyber. In a joint operation on Kara-
chi Super Highway, ANF and Rang-
ers recovered 12 kg charras from 
the possession of two smugglers. In 
a raid conducted near Lahore Bund 
Road Bus Stop, ANF seized Ice drug 
absorbed in bed sheets. The spokes-
man informed that in sixth operation, 
a raid was conducted in the Gwadar 
Nagoor area and ANF recovered 90 
kg charras buried underground. Over 
six kg drugs including three kg opi-
um, 1.2 kg charras, one kg Ice drug 
and one kg suspicious material were 
recovered from the secret cavities of 
a car intercepted on Quetta-Sariab 
Road.

CHITRAL (APP): The latest and 
well-equipped ambulance which 
was recently donated by World 
Health Organization (WHO) was 
handed over to the only Basic Health 
Unit (BHU) Bomburit, Kalash Val-
ley here. A function was held at 
the BHU Bomburit, wherein Dep-
uty Commissioner (DC) Muham-
mad Ali was the chief guest while 
District Police Officer Ikramullah, 
Additional Assistant Commissioner 
Adnan Haider Maloki, Sub Division-
al Police Officer Hasanullah, SHO 
Bomburit, District Health Officer 
Dr Fayaz Rumi, Dr Salim Saiful-
lah, Dr Farman Nizar and Dr Willi 
Kalash and other guests were also 
present. Mohammad Khalil Shaikh, 
the elected chairman of this valley, 

while welcoming the guests, high-
lighted the problems of this area. On 
the occasion, Dr Wali Kalash, who 
belongs to the Kalash tribe and was 
the first doctor from this valley, said 
that there were many heart diseases 
here and he wanted to establish a di-
agnostic center here and send its re-
port to Hayatabad Medical Complex 
Peshawar where Senior Cardiolo-
gist could treat heart patients free 
of charge. Similarly, he said that by 
providing wheelchairs to disabled 
children, the smiles on the faces of 
children could be restored, adding 
that the local people and Muslim 
community contribute and collect 
funds for the welfare of Kalash peo-
ple and provide it for the treatment 
of the poor and deserving people.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Food De-
partment Rawalpindi and district 
police here on Tuesday foiled four 
bids to smuggle 1830 wheat flour 
and ‘maida’ bags. According to a 
district administration spokesman, 
the authorities of the food depart-
ment along with Potohar Division 
police conducted raids in different 
areas and rounded up four drivers 
namely Shehzad Rasool, Usman, 
Rukhsar and Afzal and recovered 

1680 wheat flour and 150 ‘maida’ 
bags. He informed that the accused 
were trying to smuggle wheat flour 
bags out of the Rawalpindi division. 
The Food Department Rawalpindi 
and district police on the directives 
of the Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
and City Police Officer, Rawalpindi 
were strictly monitoring all the exit 
points of Rawalpindi district to foil 
wheat and flour smuggling bids, he 
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Spokesper-
son of Pakistan Muslim League 
(Nawaz) Marriyum Aurangzeb said 
on Tuesday that Senior Vice Pres-
ident and Chief Organizer of the 

party Maryam Nawaz will arrive in 
Sheikhupura today on a one-day or-
ganizational visit. She said Maryam 
Nawaz is scheduled to address the 
organizational convention.

MULTAN (APP): Agriculture Secre-
tariat South Punjab is working on in-
troducing a cotton nursery to check 
the impacts of climate change, aimed 
at getting maximum production of 
cotton. The early sown cotton usual-
ly remains more successful in terms 
of production if compared to routine 
or late sowing. At the time of routine 
or late sowing, the crop undergoes 
climate changes during the germi-
nation stage. The stress at this stage 
affects the crop, said the secretary of 
agriculture south Punjab Saqib Ateel 
while talking to APP, on Tuesday. 

Saqib Ateel stated that there were 
three stages vital for cotton includ-
ing germination, flowering and fruit-
ing. During past experiences, the 
early sown crops gave a high yield 
compared to the yield taken from 
a late sowing. He added, now the 
south Punjab secretariat is introduc-
ing a cotton nursery and it will shift 
germinated plants to the fields. The 
nurseries are being developed from 
March 8, 15 and April 1 at Cotton Re-
search Institute Punjab said Saqib. 
He added that the farmers could not 
sow cotton early due to wheat.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Highway Authority (NHA) has tak-
en notice of the poor condition of 
the Mansehra road, Abbottabad, and 
has awarded two contracts for its 
rehabilitation. Talking to APP here 
on Tuesday, an official of NHA stat-
ed that the conditions of the road 
were not up to the standards set by 
the NHA however, the authority has 
taken swift action and has mobilized 
contractors to begin work on the 
road. He said, “The rehabilitation 

work will be done in accordance with 
the standards and the road users 
will soon be able to see a noticeable 
change on the road once the work is 
complete.” “The NHA always strives 
to provide safe and efficient road 
networks to the citizen, said the offi-
cial. ”The rehabilitation work on Ab-
bottabad Mansehra road is another 
step in this direction,” he added. He 
informed that NHA has also floated 
tenders for rehabilitation of the Pe-
shawar to Noshera N-5 road.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Assembly’s Standing Committee on 
Aviation on Monday recommend-
ed that the Pakistan Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) should be given 
the authority to declare the maxi-
mum height for the construction of 
high-rise buildings around airports. 
Chairing the committee meeting, 
MNA Syed Mobeen Ahmed said 
hindrances to flight operations still 
persisted despite the relocation of 
airports away from residential ar-
eas. The construction of housing so-
cieties around airports had created 

a hazardous environment that put 
the safety of passengers and crew 
at risk, he added. The committee 
was told that this responsibility was 
previously given to development 
authorities of the concerned areas 
under the policy of a “one window 
operation”. The body believed that 
re-establishing CAA’s authority 
would help to prevent future haz-
ards and ensure the safety of all 
those involved in flight operations. 
It called for a formal report from 
CAA on the illegalities occurring at 
funnel zones.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Shab-e-
Barat, a night of forgiveness or day 
of atonement, would be observed 
with religious reverence across the 
country, including twin cities of Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi on Tues-
day night. On this particular night, 
the majority of faithful would seek 
forgiveness from the Allah Almighty 
and the people whose rights were 
usurped consciously or uncon-
sciously. They prefer to keep fast 
on the very next day to express 
submissiveness in the court of Al-
lah Almighty and beg His countless 

blessings for both the worlds. A 
large number of people hailing from 
all schools of thought would offer 
the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet 
Muhammad Peace Be Upon Him by 
paying homage at the graves of their 
loved ones on Shab-e-Barat. Shed-
ding light on the significance of this 
sacred night, Pakistan Ulema Coun-
cil Chairman Hafiz Muhammad 
Tahir Mehmood Ashrafi urged the 
people not to block the roads adja-
cent to the graveyards due to wrong 
parking which causes nuisance to 
rest of the motorists.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Stakeholders 
during a consultative workshop on 
Monday agreed to initiate the leg-
islative process to introduce the 
Asaan Karobaar Bill in the Parlia-
ment at the earliest. This was de-
cided during a workshop on Asaan 
Karobaar Bill, attended by over 80 
participants including representa-
tives from public and private sec-
tors, all the provincial governments, 
AJK, G-B, Finance Division, Feder-
al board of Revenue (FBR), Secu-
rities & Exchange Commission of 
Pakistan (SECP), Pakistan Single 
Window (PSW), Sustainable Devel-
opment Policy Institute (SDPI), Pa-
kistan Institute of Development Eco-

nomics (PIDE), Pakistan Business 
Council (PBC), KP-BOI, AJK-BOI 
and academia. Addressing the con-
cluding session, Ambreen Iftikhar, 
Additional Secretary, BOI said that 
the valuable discussion among the 
stakeholders would be incorporat-
ed into the final draft of the Asaan 
Karobaar Bill. She said that BOI was 
fully aware of the problems faced 
by different investors in initiating 
their businesses and in this regard 
valuable input was given during the 
consultative workshop. Ambreen 
said that the Bill would ensure pro-
tection and promotion of small busi-
ness owners to run their businesses 
with ease and comfort. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The agricul-
ture credit disbursement increased 
by 28.3 percent during the first sev-
en months of the current fiscal year 
as compared to the corresponding 
period of last year, finance ministry 
said in a recent report. During Ju-
ly-January (2022-23), the agricul-
ture disbursement stood at Rs.949.9 
billion against the disbursement of 
Rs.740.3 billion during July-January 
(2021-22), showing a growth of 28.3 
percent, according to monthly Eco-
nomic Update and Outlook. The in-
creased disbursement of agriculture 
credit is expected to further boost 
wheat production, leading to a tar-
get of 28.4 million tonnes, indicating 
a promising outlook for farmers and 

the agricultural sector. However, the 
favorable weather conditions, the 
availability of high-quality seeds, 
and sufficient fertilizers would be 
critical in achieving targeted output. 
According to the report, so far, the 
estimates of ongoing Rabi season 
for wheat sowing in 2022-23 has 
achieved 96 percent, covering 21.94 
million acres. Furthermore, the Kiss-
an Package 2022 is expected to have 
a positive impact on the agriculture 
sector’s productivity. Meanwhile, 
during Rabi 2022-23 (December 
2022), urea and DAP off-take stood 
at 833 thousand tones, 39.2 percent 
higher than December 2021 and 158 
thousand tones, 35.2 percent higher 
than December 2021 respectively.
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NEPRA allows Rs 3.39 per unit additional surcharge on electricity bills

Kakao makes US$962mil bid for K-pop agency SM

Japan commits US$1.6bil to Australia’s hydrogen project

Saudi Arabia records 6% growth in SMEs amid growing startup ecosystem

Australia sees wheat exports plunging 20% on drier climate

Bitcoin investors turn to smart tokens for growth

Twitter’s top EU regulator concerned over blue tick roll-out

China Jan-Feb exports, imports slump again as global demand falters

ISLAMABAD (APP): The National 
Electric Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA) on Monday allowed the ap-
plication of Rs 3.39 per unit addition-
al surcharge to be recovered from 
the consumers of XWAPDA distri-
bution companies (DISCOs) and 
K-Electric for March till June 2023. 
The additional surcharge of Rs.3.39 

per unit shall be reduced to Rs.1 per 
unit to cover the additional markup 
charges of Pakistan Holding Limited 
(PHL) loans, thus the total surcharge 
shall become Rs. 1.43 per unit for 
the FY 2023-24, said a notification 
issued here. The power regulator 
allowed the DISCOs to receive addi-
tional Rs1.43 per unit from July, 2023 

to June 2024. Currently, 43 paisa per 
unit additional surcharge is being re-
ceived from the consumers. The total 
additional surcharge will surge to Rs 
3.82 per unit with the addition of Rs 
3.39 per unit. The rate for consumers 
using 300-700 units and commercial 
consumers has been raised by Rs3.82 
per unit. 

SEOUL (Agencies): South Korean 
tech group Kakao launched a 1.25 
trillion won (US$962 million) offer 
for K-pop agency SM Entertainment 
on Tuesday, escalating a takeover 
battle with BTS manager HYBE, 
whose proposal did not win enough 
support from SM investors. The of-
fer sent SM shares up nearly 15% 
to 149,200 won on Tuesday, just shy 
of Kakao’s tender price of 150,000 
won to acquire up to 35% of the en-

tertainment group behind popular 
K-pop groups such as Girls’ Gener-
ation, NCT and Aespa. Kakao, the 
most popular social media platform 
in South Korea, is expanding aggres-

sively into the entertainment indus-
try where it already owns a smaller 
K-pop agency, Starship Entertain-
ment. The offer for SM by Kakao 
Corp and its subsidiary Kakao Enter-
tainment comes after a court accept-
ed a request by SM’s founder and 
once-biggest shareholder Lee Soo-
man to block Kakao’s earlier deal 
with SM, which would have made 
Kakao the second-largest sharehold-
er of the entertainment group.

TOKYO (Agencies): Japan will 
spend ¥220 billion (US$1.6 billion) 
on an ambitious but controversial 
venture in Australia to produce liq-
uid hydrogen from a type of coal, 
the project announced on Tues-
day. The Hydrogen Energy Sup-
ply Chain (HESC) project is a joint 
Japanese-Australian undertaking 
intended to produce plentiful and 
affordable fuel for Tokyo. Its back-
ers argue it will help reduce global 

emissions by producing “clean hy-
drogen”, but researchers say that 
claim is premised on carbon capture 
technology that does not exist. In a 
statement, HESC said the project 

has entered its commercial demon-
stration phase with money from Ja-
pan’s Green Innovation Fund, which 
will be used to design and build fa-
cilities to liquefy and ship hydrogen 
from Australia’s Victoria to Japan. 
“This is truly a watershed moment 
for our combined efforts to decarbo-
nise global energy production,” said 
Eiichi Harada, CEO of the Japanese 
joint enterprise participating in the 
project.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s 
rapidly expanding startup ecosys-
tem is driving small and medium 
enterprises in the Kingdom, with 
the number of such firms climbing 
to 1.14 million by the end of the 
fourth quarter of 2022.   The latest 
SME Monitor report released by 
Saudi Arabia’s General Authority 
for Small and Medium Enterprises, 
also known as Monsha’at, revealed 
that the Kingdom witnessed a 6 

percent quarter-on-quarter growth 
in the number of SMEs during the 
fourth quarter of 2022.   As Saudi 
Arabia steadily diversifies its econ-
omy in line with the goals outlined 

in Vision 2030, the private sector 
played a crucial role to help the 
Kingdom’s non-oil economy to grow 
by 6.2 percent in the fourth quarter 
of 2022, compared to the same peri-
od in 2021.  The report, which was 
released ahead of the Biban 2023 
SME conference, pointed out that 40 
percent of the SMEs in the Kingdom 
are located in Riyadh, a strong in-
dication of the capital city’s rapidly 
expanding start-up ecosystem. 

SYDNEY (Agencies): Australia, 
the world’s second-largest wheat 
exporting country, is likely to see 
shipments slump 20% from record 
levels in the coming financial year 
as production tumbles because of 
a shift to a drier climate pattern. 
Exports will probably fall to 22.5 
million tonnes in 2023-24 from an 
all-time high of 28 million tonnes 
a year earlier, while output is set 
to decrease to 28.2 million tonnes 

from 39.2 million tonnes, govern-
ment forecaster Abares said. The 
figure for the harvest just complet-
ed is up from 36.6 million tonnes 
estimated in December. Planting for 

the coming crop only gets underway 
in April. Supplies of the food staple 
from Australia have helped to cap 
global prices in the past year after 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine choked 
shipments and sent the grain to a 
record. Production in Australia was 
boosted by plentiful rains from the 
La Nina weather event, and a return 
to less favorable, drier conditions is 
expected in the coming months, the 
agency said in a report.

NEW YORK (Agencies): For inves-
tors living on the digital edge, bitcoin 
is starting to look a little old-fash-
ioned. Hooked on high growth, 
some are turning away from the 
original cryptocurrency – designed 
as an alternative to regular cash – 
in favour of its descendants created 
as native tokens of blockchain plat-
forms that host smart contracts and 
apps. MarketVector’s Smart Con-

tract Leaders Index, which tracks 
major tokens of this kind – including 
ether, dot and solana – is up 36% in 

2023, outpacing even bitcoin’s 33% 
rise. Solana’s token is up 76% this 
year. Bundeep Rangar, CEO of cryp-
to-focused asset manager Fineqia, 
said he expected the biggest crypto 
returns to come from smart contract 
tokens on platforms that support 
decentralised finance (DeFi) apps. 
“Those are ones that you will find 
capital appreciation, similar to what 
a growth stock will be,” he added.

DUBLIN (Agencies): Twitter’s lead 
European Union privacy regulator 
said on Tuesday she was concerned 
that the Elon Musk-owned US firm 
had launched its Twitter Blue sub-
scription service in the region with-
out consulting her office, despite a 
pledge to do so. Twitter, which did 
not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment, has in recent 
days launched the service in sev-

eral EU markets, offering the kind 
of blue check mark previously free 

for verified accounts of public fig-
ures to anyone prepared to pay. It 
was launched last year in the US. 
Ireland’s Data Protection Commis-
sioner Helen Dixon, Twitter’s lead 
EU regulator due to the location of 
its European headquarters in Dub-
lin, said the service raised privacy 
issues including around verification 
of accounts to prevent users posing 
as public figures.

BEIJING (Agencies): A fall in Chi-
na’s exports for the January-Feb-
ruary period pointed to continued 
weakness in demand for the coun-
try’s products, backing government 
concerns that a global slowdown 
will be felt at home, accordin to 
Reuters. Imports dropped, too, gov-
ernment data showed on Tuesday, 
also partly reflecting weak foreign 
demand, since the country brings in 
parts and materials from abroad for 
many of its exports. Exports in the 
two months were 6.8 percent lower 
than a year before, after a 9.9 per-

cent annual fall seen in December. 
The result was, however, better than 
the average expectation in a Reuters 
poll for a fall of 9.4 percent. Imports 
were down by 10.2 percent, greatly 
missing the poll estimate for a 5.5 

percent drop. December imports 
had been 7.5 percent lower than a 
year earlier. “Given the high infla-
tion in the US and Europe, demand 
from there should keep weakening, 
which also dampens the processing 
demand in China,” said Iris Pang, 
chief economist for Greater China 
at ING. Commerce Minister Wang 
Wentao on Thursday cautioned that 
downward pressure on China’s im-
ports and exports would increase 
significantly this year, because of 
the risk of a global recession and 
weakening external demand.

Asian markets rise ahead of Powell testimony, 
US jobs data

Tokyo shares turn firmer in early trade

Global stocks mixed as China eyes ‘around 5%’ 
growth in 2023

Asian palm oil buyers seek stable export policies

Meta plans to lay off thousands more this week

WhatsApp agrees to more transparent policy 
changes, says EU

HONG KONG (Agencies): Asian 
markets mostly rose Tuesday as 
traders geared up for this week’s 
release of key US jobs data and Fed-
eral Reserve chief Jerome Powell’s 
testimony to lawmakers. His re-
marks will be closely followed for an 
idea about the central bank’s plans 
as it ramps up interest rates to quell 
inflation. A recent run of figures has 
suggested the world’s top economy 
continues to run hot and inflation 
is not coming down as quickly as 
hoped, putting pressure on the Fed 
to keep hiking borrowing costs. Sev-
eral officials have lined up to warn 
that rates would have to go higher 

and be held there for some time. 
The prospect of more tightening has 
dealt a blow to investors who had 
grown optimistic the Fed would be 
able to cut rates by the end of the 
year. OANDA’s Edward Moya said 
traders were looking at two or three 
more quarter-point rises before 
the Fed holds fire. He added: “This 
week will likely deliver a make-or-
break moment for risk appetite as 
we will hear Fed Chair Powell’s tes-
timony to Congress and find out if 
the hot January jobs report was an 
aberration. “Stocks probably won’t 
be able to have a meaningful rally 
until we hear from... Powell.”

TOKYO (Agencies): Tokyo shares 
turned firmer in early trade Tues-
day after US shares ended mixed 
overnight, as investors searched for 
fresh clues following recent gains. 
The benchmark Nikkei 225 index 
hovered around the previous day’s 
close in early trade before advanc-
ing, ticking up 0.34 percent, or 95.72 
points, to 28,333.50, while the broad-
er Topix index added 0.39 percent, 
or 7.95 points, to 2,044.44. “Taking 
the cue from the New York market 
which ended mixed in a narrow 
range, today’s Tokyo market is seen 
starting with little change,” broker-
age house Monex said in a note. The 

Dow ended 0.1 percent higher, while 
the Nasdaq lost 0.1 percent. The To-
kyo market has a modest start, but 
general optimism returned in ear-
ly trade after the Nikkei index ad-
vanced more than 700 points in the 
past two sessions. Players will turn 
to an address by US Federal Reserve 
chair Jerome Powell, slated for later 
in the day. Monex said it expected 
investors to take wait-and-see posi-
tions before the address. Global in-
vestors may also turn their eyes to 
the Bank of Japan, whose governor 
Haruhiko Kuroda will host his final 
policy board meeting later this week 
before his term expires next month.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Global 
stocks were mixed Monday ahead 
of key Federal Reserve congressio-
nal testimony as China set a low-
er-than-expected target for 2023 
economic growth. Wall Street looked 
poised early Monday to extend the 
rally from late last week, but momen-
tum faded later in the day. Major US 
indices finished near flat. The move-
ments come as Fed Chair Jerome 
Powell is set for two days of testimo-
ny before Congress, on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, where he will be pressed 
about the central bank’s efforts to 
counter inflation. This would provide 
hints on what policymakers are think-

ing about price pressures, influencing 
the market’s movements. “I really 
think it’s just position-squaring ahead 
of Powell’s testimony,” said Karl Hael-
ing of LBBW. But much of the key 
data that will inform the Fed’s next 
meeting will come after the hearings, 
including Friday’s government jobs 
report for February. Earlier, London 
stocks finished the day down 0.2 per-
cent. Frankfurt stocks rose 0.5 per-
cent and Paris added 0.3 percent. Chi-
na’s outgoing Premier Li Keqiang on 
Sunday said the country’s economy 
would expand “around five percent” 
this year, slightly below what analysts 
had predicted.

KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies): The 
Asian Palm Oil Alliance (APOP), a 
body of palm oil buyers, want produc-
ing countries to make sure they have 
stable export policies after changes 
last year caused volatility in the trad-
ing of the tropical oil, the head of the 
group said. India, Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Nepal and Sri Lanka are cur-
rently members of the APOP and the 
alliance wants to add more buyers, 
Atul Chaturvedi, the APOP chairman, 
said at the annual meeting of mem-
ber countries in Kuala Lumpur late 
on Monday. Importing countries have 
built refineries to process crude palm 
oil, but producers are imposing high-

er export duties on crude palm oil 
than for refined and making the buy-
ing of refined palm oil cheaper than 
the crude grade, Chaturvedi said. 
“The higher duty on crude palm oil 
is keeping refineries idle in importing 
countries. Producers need to think 
about this duty structure, which is 
hurting buyers,” he said. Dorab Mis-
try, the director of Indian consumer 
goods company Godrej International, 
told the gathering that key producers 
Indonesia and Malaysia need to real-
ise that Asian countries are their most 
trusted buyers and that they make 
purchases without creating trouble 
for the industry.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Meta Plat-
forms Inc, the owner of Facebook and 
Instagram, is planning a fresh round 
of layoffs and will cut thousands of 
employees as soon as this week, ac-
cording to people familiar with the 
matter. The world’s largest social net-
working company is eliminating more 
jobs, on top of a 13% reduction in No-
vember, in a bid to become a more effi-
cient organisation. In its earlier round 
of cuts, Meta slashed 11,000 workers 
in what was its first-ever major layoff. 
The company has also been work-
ing to flatten its organisation, giving 
buyout packages to managers and 
cutting whole teams it deems nones-

sential, Bloomberg News reported in 
February, a move that is still being fi-
nalised and could affect thousands of 
staffers. The imminent round of cuts 
is being driven by financial targets 
and is separate from the “flattening”, 
said the people, who asked not to be 
identified discussing internal matters. 
Meta, which has seen a slowdown 
in advertising revenue and has shift-
ed focus to a virtual-reality platform 
called the metaverse, has been asking 
directors and vice presidents to make 
lists of employees that can be let go, 
the people said. A Meta spokesperson 
declined to comment on the plans on 
Monday.

BRUSSELS (Agencies): Meta Plat-
forms’ WhatsApp has agreed to be 
more transparent about changes to 
its privacy policy introduced in 2021, 
the European Commission said to-
day, following complaints from con-
sumer bodies across Europe. The 
European Consumer Organisation 
(BEUC) and the European Net-
work of consumer authorities told 
WhatsApp last year that it had not 
clarified the changes in plain and 

intelligible language, violating the 
bloc’s laws. EU members’ national 
regulators can sanction companies 
for breaches. WhatsApp has now 
agreed to explain changes to EU us-
ers’ contracts and how these could 
affect their rights, and has agreed 
to display prominently the possibil-
ity for users to accept or reject the 
changes and ensure that users can 
easily close pop-up notifications on 
updates.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Friends and family need 
you more than anyone else right now 
and your own business can wait for 
a bit. It’s a great time to earn bonus 
points by getting them what they 
need before they ask!
– TAURUS: You’d just as soon kick 
back and relax on the beach today 
if nobody else minds. Of course, cir-
cumstances might prevent that hap-
py outcome, but you can still sneak 
in some creative loafing. 
– GEMINI: Use that amazing roman-
tic energy coursing through you to 
make something sweet happen. It’s a 
sure thing that someone close wants 
to get closer or that you can find 
someone new with ease.
– CANCER: Family issues might pop 
up today, but it’s all just normal stuff 
that happens every now and then. 
That doesn’t mean you should let it 
slide, of course, but you shouldn’t get 
too alarmed either.
– LEO: Your good energy is great for 
quietly social activities, and you’re 
feeling good enough to clear away 
any weirdness that may be clouding 

family or friends. Enjoy the day and 
encourage others to do the same.
– VIRGO: Something small sparks 
deep thought and you find that 
you’re better able to come to grips 
with some big issue than you were 
just the other day. You may be mov-
ing toward greater meaning in your 
life!
– LIBRA: Are you looking for ro-
mance or just a little attention? It’s 
coming your way today, because your 
good energy makes you much more 
interesting to the outside world. Get 
out there and enjoy!
– SCORPIO: It’s a hard day to make 
decisions, if only because you need 
to take extra time with each new fac-
tor that comes your way, and it seems 
like there’s an endless number of 
them! Tomorrow brings closure.
– SAGITTARIUS: Something big, 
maybe global in scope, catches your 
attention and fires you up. You may 
renew your commitment to a cause 
or go in search of like-minded people 
to change the world!
– CAPRICORN: Today is great for 
starting new projects at work, at 
home, or anywhere else. You should 
be able to build up the support you 
need without any trouble. The day’s 
energy is quite auspicious.
– ACQUARIUS: Your thirst for novel-
ty is strong right now, and you should 
find that people are more than will-
ing to oblige! It’s a good time to close 
your eyes and let serendipity take 
over for the time being.
– PISCES: It’s time for a big change, 
so shed any old baggage and make 
room for new stuff. You need to 
make sure that you’re ready for any-
thing too. The possibilities are practi-
cally endless!
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Defending champions Fritz, Swiatek headline Indian Wells main draw

Head injury charity says IFAB losing credibility over brain health

Blackpool fan dies after brawl following Burnley game

Al-Hilal’s title chances dealt huge blow after shock home defeat to Al-Fateh

Cavs hand Celtics third straight defeat in overtime, Sixers roll on

Sri Lanka bid to sweep New Zealand and reach WTC final

Australia’s Lee backs ‘tough’ PGA Tour changes

Markram named as South African T20 captain

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Amer-
ican Taylor Fritz will take on either 
compatriot Ben Shelton or Italian 
Fabio Fognini as he begins his title 
defence at Indian Wells this week, 
with top-ranked Iga Swiatek facing a 
potential third-round showdown with 
2019 champ Bianca Andreescu. Fritz 
battled through excruciating pain to 
end Rafa Nadal’s 20-match winning 
run and claim his first Masters 1000 
championship last year and will hope 
for another story-book finish after the 
main draw was announced on Mon-

day. Facing a depleted men’s field, 
Fritz could run into Denmark’s Holger 
Rune in the quarterfinal. Seventh-seed 
Rune also won his first masters title 
last year when he outlasted 22-times 

major winner Novak Djokovic in Par-
is. Red-hot Daniil Medvedev, who col-
lected his third straight title in Dubai 
this month, is on a collision course to 
meet third-seeded Norwegian Casper 
Ruud in the final eight, while Spain’s 
top-seeded Carlos Alcaraz could face 
Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime in the 
quarters. World number one Djokov-
ic withdrew from the tournament on 
Sunday and Nadal, who aggravated a 
hip problem in his second-round loss 
at the Australian Open and has not 
played since, also pulled out.

LONDON (Agencies): Football’s 
rule-making body IFAB’s decision not to 
introduce a trial for temporary concus-
sion substitutes has been criticised by 
leading head injury charity Headway. 
The International Football Association 
Board had been urged by the Premier 
League to trial a temporary substitution 
to allow players with head injuries to 
be assessed. IFAB will instead contin-
ue with permanent substitutes which 

Fifa president declared the “risk free” 
approach but according to Headway 
chief executive Luke Griggs they are in 
danger of ‘losing credibility’ in the area 

of brain health. “Fifa president Gianni 
Infantino claims football is ‘making 
player health the main priority’ by ex-
tending the trial of permanent substi-
tutes,” Griggs said in a statement. “But 
this system has repeatedly failed to pro-
tect players as it relies on either medics 
making an immediate judgement or for 
a player to risk exacerbating their brain 
injury by playing on for 10 to 15 min-
utes to see how they get on.

LANCASHIRE (Agencies): English 
second-tier club Blackpool said they 
were ‘deeply shocked’ after a sup-
porter died following a brawl in a pub 
after Saturday’s game with Burnley. 
The supporter, named as 55-year-old 
Tony Johnson, was found with seri-
ous head injuries outside a Blackpool 
seafront bar. “Blackpool FC is deeply 
shocked and saddened to learn of the 
news that supporter, Tony Johnson, 

tragically lost his life earlier this morn-
ing,” a statement read on Monday. 
Lancashire police said a 33-year-old 

man from Burnley was arrested at 
the scene on suspicion of wounding 
and had since been bailed, pending 
further enquiries, until June 1. “Sadly 
Mr Johnson died in hospital overnight 
and his family are, understandably, 
devastated. We are supporting them at 
this difficult time and are determined 
to get them answers about what hap-
pened,” DCI Tracey McMurdo of Lan-
cashire Police said.

RIYADH (Agencies): Al-Hilal have had 
an amazing few weeks on the glob-
al and continental stages but were 
brought down to earth in Riyadh on 
Monday, losing 2-1 at home to Al-
Fateh. More than that, however, the 
surprise defeat may just have ended 
the champions’ chances of successful-
ly defending their Roshn Saudi League 
title. That loss means that the Blues are 
now 13 points behind leaders Al-Nassr. 
Optimistic fans and coach Ramon Diaz 
will point to the two games in hand as 

evidence that it is not all over. They 
will also talk about last season. Then, 
as the team returned home from the 
FIFA Club World Cup, they were 16 
points behind Al-Ittihad and ended up 

winning their games in hand, defeat-
ing their rivals, and taking title No. 18, 
a third in succession and one of their 
most famous triumphs to date. Yet this 
year feels different. For one, Al-Nassr 
do not look like slipping up in the way 
that Al-Ittihad did last year. From Octo-
ber 2021 to March 3, 2022, the Jeddah 
club collected 37 out of a possible 39 
points and were strolling to a first title 
since 2009, but then managed just 11 
out of the final eight games allowing 
Al-Hilal to slip in.

CLEVELAND (Agencies): Donovan 
Mitchell poured in 40 points as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers sent the Boston 
Celtics spinning to a third straight 
defeat in a heavyweight clash of the 
Eastern Conference rivals on Monday. 
Boston’s Grant Williams missed two 
free throws with less than a second left 
on the clock that would have given the 
Celtics victory before the Cavs escaped 
to win 118-114 in overtime. A depleted 
Boston missing stars Jayson Tatum, Al 
Horford and Robert Williams III went 

into Monday’s game in Cleveland des-
perate for victory after consecutive 
defeats to the Brooklyn Nets and New 
York Knicks. But the Celtics’ hopes of 

snapping out of their mini-slump ran 
into a red-hot performance from Mitch-
ell, who nervelessly drained two free 
throws of his own with 5.8 seconds on 
the clock in the fourth to tie the game at 
109-109. Boston, however, had a gold-
en chance to win it at the death, sweep-
ing up the court and winning two free 
throws after Lamar Stevens fouled Wil-
liams at the basket. Williams, though, 
fluffed both of his free throws, allowing 
Cleveland to take the game into over-
time and pull away for victory.

COLOMBO (Agencies): Sri Lanka will 
look to strike an early blow against New 
Zealand in Christchurch this week and 
hope Australia can thwart India to keep 
the World Test Championship (WTC) 
race alive. With Australia already con-
firmed in the WTC final, Sri Lanka can 
join them by sweeping New Zealand in 
their two-test series if India are denied 
victory in the fourth test in the sub-
continent. The series starts at Hagley 
Oval on Thursday, the same day India 

and Australia start their final test at the 
mega-stadium in Ahmedabad. Sri Lan-
ka has by far the harder assignment, 
needing to create history to leapfrog 

their south Asian rivals. They have nev-
er won more than a single test in New 
Zealand and their last victory was in 
2006, when Mahela Jayawardene’s 
team split a 1-1 series with the Stephen 
Fleming-captained hosts. “Beating New 
Zealand in New Zealand is certainly go-
ing to be a huge task but last time we 
played some good cricket over here,” 
veteran all-rounder Angelo Mathews 
told reporters on Tuesday, referring to 
their 1-0 defeat on the 2019 tour.

FLORIDA (Agencies): Reduced fields 
and no cuts at designated events will 
be “tough” on players trying to make 
the grade on the PGA Tour but will ul-
timately reward good golf, according to 
Australian Min Woo Lee. The Tour has 
approved sweeping changes for 2024 
in response to the threat posed by the 
Saudi-backed LIV Golf circuit, drawing 
a scathing reaction from lower-ranked 
players. read more James Hahn, a twice 
winner on the Tour ranked 305th in the 

world, told U.S. media last week they 
were “just another way to funnel more 
money to the top players in the world.” 

Lee, ranked 50th in the world, said he 
could see both sides of the debate but 
was adamant it would be good for the 
game. “Obviously, if you’re a good golf-
er and you deserve to be in the top 70 
or whatever people get in that tourna-
ment, it’s an amazing time,” he told 
reporters. “And obviously there’s no 
cut and you can play freely. But, yeah, 
if you’re outside of that it’s a bit tough 
... getting those ranking points and not 
getting the starts of those tournaments.”

JOHANNESBURG (AFP/APP):South 
Africa’s new white-ball coach Rob 
Walter unveiled his first squads on 
Monday with Aiden Markram named 
as the new T20 captain but there was 
no place for former skipper, Faf du 
Plessis. Although Walter had talks 
with Du Plessis, no agreement was 

reached for the one-day and Twen-
ty20 international series against the 
West Indies this month. Cricket South 
Africa director Enoch Nkwe said this 
did not mean the door was closed on 
Du Plessis, 38, who has not played 
for South Africa since February 2021, 
or other non-contracted cricketers. 

“We’ve always been open to talks with 
our freelance players, we’re happy 
to engage and find the best way for-
ward,” said Nkwe. As widely anticipat-
ed, Markram, who marked his return 
to the Test team last week with a fine 
115 in the victory over West Indies, 
was named as captain of the T20 side.

Brentford beat Fulham to fuel European dream

Toney strikes as Brentford beat London rivals Fulham

WWE King and Queen of the Ring event to be 
staged at Jeddah Superdome

LONDON (Agencies): Brentford fu-
elled their ambition of playing Euro-
pean football with a 3-2 home victory 
over fellow hopefuls Fulham to ex-
tend their unbeaten run in the Pre-
mier League to 12 games on Monday. 
Ivan Toney’s second-half penalty and 
a late effort by Mathias Jensen sealed 
the points for ninth-placed Brentford 
against their west London rivals to 
edge them closer to the European 
qualification places. Toney, who is 
facing FA charges and a possible ban 
after alleged breaches of gambling 
rules, coolly slotted his kick past Ful-
ham keeper Bernd Leno in the 53rd 
minute after a clumsy foul by Issa 
Diop on Christian Norgaard. Jensen 

then tapped in from a tight angle after 
a superb run and cut back by Kevin 
Schade in the 85th minute to kill of 
a below-par Fulham whose four-game 
unbeaten run came to an end. Brent-
ford had taken an early lead with a 
deflected shot by Ethan Pinnock but 
Fulham hit back shortly before half-
time when Manor Solomon scored for 
the fourth successive league match.

LONDON (Agencies): Ivan Toney 
extended his hot-streak as the Brent-
ford striker’s 15th Premier League 
goal this season helped clinch a 3-2 
win over west London rivals Fulham 
on Monday. Toney has shown no 
signs of being distracted since he was 
charged with 262 breaches, dating 
back to 2017, of the Football Associ-
ation’s gambling laws. The 26-year-
old recently criticized the FA in an 
Instagram post over what he alledg-
es are lapses of confidentiality as he 
prepares to argue his case. But Toney 
has kept his focus on the pitch and 
his penalty at the Community Stadi-
um made it eight goals in his last 10 
games. Only Manchester City’s Erling 
Haaland and Tottenham’s Harry Kane 
have scored more than Toney’s tally in 
the league this term. Toney’s 15th goal 
put Brentford back in front after Ful-
ham’s Manor Solomon had canceled 
out Ethan Pinnock’s opener. Mathias 
Jensen netted late on and Carlos Vi-
nicius’s stoppage-time strike was no 
consolation for Fulham as Brentford 
extended their unbeaten league run to 
12 matches. Brentford, undefeated in 

the league in 2023, sit ninth, just one 
point behind seventh placed Fulham 
in the race to qualify for European 
competition. Toney has scored 27 of 
his 28 career spot-kicks, with his only 
miss coming while playing for Peter-
borough in 2018. “Ivan is the best pen-
alty taker in the world for a few rea-
sons, his strategy, he practices it and 
he is very cool,” Brentford boss Thom-
as Frank said. “He is a special footbal-
ler. His character is unique in terms of 
leadership and driving his team. “His 
link-up play and the way he sees his 
team-mates in terms of combinations 
and then his ability to score goals. 
He is an all-around player.” Given 
the genteel west London districts that 
Brentford and Fulham call home, their 
encounters will never rank among 
football’s most explosive derbies.

JEDDAH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s 
General Entertainment Authority, 
in cooperation with WWE, has an-
nounced that the WWE King and 

Queen of the Ring event will be held at 
Jeddah Superdome, the world’s larg-
est freestanding dome, on Saturday, 
May 27. It will be the first King of the 
Ring premium live event to be held 
since 2015 and the first crowning of 
a queen since the inaugural Queen’s 
Crown Tournament which took place 
at WWE Crown Jewel in Riyadh in 
2021. More details on WWE King and 
Queen of the Ring will be announced 
in the coming weeks.
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UN conference calls for more inclusive, fair digital 
transformation in world’s least developed countries

London force apologises for missed chance 
to stop killer policeman

Robot arm would grab defunct British satellite 
from orbit

Massachusetts man accused of stabbing 
flight attendant, trying to open exit door

UNITED NATIONS (APP): A Unit-
ed Nations conference under way in 
Doha, Qatar, has turned its attention 
to one of the world’s most problem-
atic global challenges: closing the 
staggeringly wide digital divide be-
tween rich and poor nations, with 
fresh attention coming from a new 
UN report saying that two-thirds of 
the population of the least developed 
countries (LDCs) is still offline.  On 
Monday at the Fifth UN Conference 
on the Least Developed Countries 
(LDC5), a series of roundtable dis-
cussions saw global leaders confront 
two of the most fundamental hurdles 
facing LDCs: how to make better use 
of science, technology and innovation 
(STI), and how to promote structural 
transformations that can help over-

come the real impediments faced by 
those on the margins of society.  STI 
plays a critical role in LDCs’ efforts to 
drive poverty eradication, transition 
to sustainable development and be-
come globally competitive. However, 
these vulnerable countries are often 
unable to reap the full economic and 
social benefits of technological devel-
opment due to structural constraints, 
as there are significant disparities be-
tween LDCs and other countries.

LONDON (AFP/APP): A former UK 
policeman jailed for life for murder was 
sentenced to an additional 19 months 
in prison on Monday for indecent ex-
posure, raising questions about wheth-
er he could have been stopped sooner. 
Wayne Couzens, 50, is already serving 
a rare whole-life sentence for the kid-
nap, rape and murder of London wom-
an Sarah Everard after he snatched her 
off the streets in March 2021. London’s 
Metropolitan Police apologised after 
the sentencing for not picking up on 
the indecent exposure offences be-
fore Everard’s murder. “Like so many, 
I wish he had been arrested for these 
offences before he went on to kidnap, 
rape and murder Sarah Everard and 
I am sorry that he wasn’t,” The Met’s 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner Stu-
art Cundy said. Couzens admitted to 
indecently exposing himself to other 

women, in November 2020 and Feb-
ruary 2021, and betrayed no emotion 
as he appeared for his sentencing in 
London’s Old Bailey criminal court via 
video-link from jail. “Four months after 
you exposed yourself to me, you raped 
and murdered an innocent woman,” 
one of his victims, a female cyclist, said 
in a statement to the court. “There were 
opportunities to identify you and they 
were not taken. I did not feel that, when 
I reported your crime, it was taken as 
seriously as I felt that it should have 
been,” she said. “The horror of what 
happened will remain with me for the 
rest of my life.” The cyclist was unable 
to confirm to police the registration 
number of Couzens’ car after he stood 
and exposed himself to her on a coun-
try lane in Kent, southeast England. But 
the car’s details were captured fully on 
CCTV camera when he again exposed 
himself to female employees of a fast 
food restaurant, in the fortnight before 
he attacked Everard. Getting away with 
his sexual assaults had only fuelled “a 
dangerous belief in his invincibility”, 
judge Juliet May said in her sentencing. 
Another victim wept in court as she de-
scribed feelings of “survivor’s guilt”.

LONDON (AFP/APP): The As-
troscale-UK company has unveiled 
its concept to remove a defunct Brit-
ish satellite from orbit. The Oxford-
shire-based company wants to send up 
a sophisticated robot arm to grab hold 
of the dead hardware. This junk would 
then be sent downwards to burn up in 
the atmosphere. The UK government 
is running a competition to find the 
best solution to clear up historic de-
bris. The winner will run demonstrate 
its technology in late 2026 or early 
2027. The UK Space Agency is also 
looking at plans being developed by 
ClearSpace. This Swiss company, too, 
has a UK subsidiary that has received 
R&D funds from the agency. There’s 
an ever-increasing amount of garbage 
in orbit - everything from old rocket 
segments to accidentally dropped as-
tronaut tools, and even flecks of paint. 
And with thousands of satellites due 
to be launched in the next few years, 
there’s a fear that without active clean-

up services, some parts of the sky 
could soon become unusable because 
of collisions. Astroscale is a Japanese 
company with a major division based 
at the Harwell science and space cam-
pus. This British team has released 
details of its so-called Cosmic mission, 
which is its entry to the government 
contest. Cosmic stands for Cleaning 
Outer Space Mission through Innova-
tive Capture. It would see a 600-700kg 
spacecraft launch to orbit to chase 
down and grab hold of a long obsolete 
satellite that is now wandering through 
space uncommanded. The idea is for 
a robot arm to reach out and lock on 
to the target to bring it under control. 
This is by no means easy, as this tar-
get is likely to be turning over and over. 
“One of the enabling technologies here 
is rendezvous and proximity opera-
tions. That’s the really hard stuff, to get 
close to a vehicle, safely tumble with 
it, match its turn rate, and then dock 
safely with it so that you don’t create 
more debris,” explained Nick Shave, 
the managing director of Astroscale 
UK. “I think we’ve got a really strong 
capability on this. If we can prove that 
further, more than what we’ve done to 
date, then I think we will really start to 
open up a market for debris removal,” 
he told BBC News.

NEW YORK (AFP/APP): A US passen-
ger on a United Airlines flight has been 
arrested for allegedly trying to open an 
exit door and stabbing a flight attendant 
with a metal spoon, prosecutors said 
Monday. Francisco Severo Torres, 33, 
was arrested on Sunday when the plane 
landed at Boston Logan International 
Airport after a flight from Los Angeles, 
the US Attorney’s Office for Massachu-
setts said. Torres, of Leominster, Massa-
chusetts, has been charged with attempt-
ed interference with flight crew members 
and attendants using a dangerous weap-
on, it said in a statement. According to 
prosecutors, the flight crew of the plane 
noticed about 45 minutes before landing 
in Boston that an emergency exit door 
had been disarmed. Flight attendants 
confronted Torres, who had been seen 
near the door, and notified the captain 
that “they believed Torres posed a threat 

to the aircraft,” they said. Torres alleged-
ly attacked a flight attendant shortly 
afterwards with a broken metal spoon, 
“hitting the flight attendant on the neck 
area three times,” the US Attorney’s Of-
fice said. “Passengers then tackled Torres 
and he was restrained with the assistance 
of flight crew,” it said. In a statement, 
United said “no serious injuries were re-
ported.” “We have zero tolerance for any 
type of violence on our flights, and this 
customer will be banned from flying on 
United pending an investigation,” the air-
line said. If convicted, Torres could face a 
sentence of up to life in prison.
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Twitter suffers major  
outage disabling  

external links

UN targets real-time 
tracking of green-

house gases

SAN FRANCISCO (AFP/APP): Twitter 
on Monday suffered a major outage 
with users worldwide reporting they 
could no longer read links to articles 
from outside websites. “Some parts of 
Twitter may not be working as expected 
right now,” the company’s tech support 
account said in a tweet, blaming the 
problem on “unintended consequenc-
es” from an update to the platform. 
The breakdown, which appeared fixed 
in less than an hour, comes as the Elon 
Musk-owned social media giant was 
trying hard to stabilize after several 
rounds of layoffs saw more than two 
thirds of staff let go. Experts say Twitter 
is running on a skeleton staff, leaving 
the platform vulnerable to outages as 
well as disinformation and harmful con-
tent given the fewer numbers to keep 
the site up and running. During the out-
age, users trying to click into links were 
greeted with an error message saying 
“your API plan does not include access 
to this endpoint”. An API, or Applica-
tion Programming Interface, refers to 
Twitter software that is made available 
to outside developers to make their own 
adaptations of the platform. Twitter said 
last month that it will discontinue allow-
ing free access to outside developers as 
the company seeks new ways to raise 
revenue.

GENEVA (AFP/APP): The United 
Nations announced on Monday that 
it had taken a step towards filling a 
key gap in the fight against climate 
change, with plans for standardised, 
real-time tracking of global green-
house gases. The UN’s World Me-
teorological Organization has come 
up with a new Global Greenhouse 
Gas Monitoring Infrastructure 
that aims to provide better ways of 
measuring planet-warming pollu-
tion in order to help inform policy 
choices. The WMO’s new platform 
will integrate space-based and sur-
face-based observing systems, and 
seek to clarify uncertainties about 
where greenhouse gas emissions 
end up. It should result in far faster 
and sharper data than ever before 
on how the planet’s atmosphere 
is changing. “The goal is to have a 
fully operational capability in five 
years,” said Lars Peter Riishojgaard, 
deputy director of the WMO’s infra-
structure department. The system 
“will be able to show you on a map: 
this is where it (greenhouse gas) 
came in, this is where it came out.

Four US citizens kidnapped in Mexico, sparking manhunt
MEXICO CITY (AFP/APP): Mexican 
and US authorities said Monday they 
were working to urgently secure the 
safe return of four US citizens shot at 
and kidnapped by gunmen after cross-
ing the border into Mexico. The US 
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
offered a $50,000 reward for help find-
ing the unidentified victims and arrest-
ing the perpetrators of the incident, in 
which a Mexican national was killed. 
The US citizens crossed into Matam-
oros, in Tamaulipas state, on Friday in 
a white minivan with North Carolina 
license plates, the FBI said in a state-
ment released by the US embassy in 
Mexico. “Shortly after crossing into 
Mexico, unidentified gunmen fired 
upon the passengers in the (minivan). 
All four Americans were placed in a 

vehicle and taken from the scene by 
armed men,” the FBI said. Mexican 
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obra-
dor said that the victims were believed 
to have entered the country to buy 
medicines and got caught up in a con-
frontation between criminal groups. 
The Mexican security ministry was 
working with the FBI to find them, he 
told reporters. The US ambassador to 
Mexico, Ken Salzar, said in a statement 
that an “innocent Mexican citizen was 

tragically killed” in the incident. “US 
law enforcement officials from numer-
ous agencies are working with Mexi-
can authorities at all levels of govern-
ment to secure the safe return of our 
compatriots,” he added. Matamoros, 
located across the US border from 
Brownsville, Texas, has been beset by 
violence linked to drug trafficking and 
other organized crime. Tamaulipas’s 
highways are considered among the 
most dangerous in Mexico due to the 
threat of kidnapping and extortion 
by criminal gangs. The US consulate 
in Matamoros had issued an alert on 
Friday warning of police activity in 
connection with a shooting in the city. 
US government employees had been 
instructed to avoid the area until fur-
ther notice, it said. 

More than 850,000 
Syrian, Turkish children 

displaced by deadly 
quakes

New treaty plots  
conservation course  

for high seas

UNITED NATIONS (APP): A month 
after the two catastrophic earthquakes 
that struck Turkiye and Syria, more 
than 850,000 children remain displaced 
after being forced from their damaged 
or destroyed homes amid millions in 
dire need of aid, UN agencies said.  
Families forced from their homes by 
the earthquakes had spent the past 
four weeks focused on survival, their 
lives on hold while aftershocks con-
tinue to rumble, UN Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) Regional Director for Eu-
rope and Central Asia, Afshan Khan, 
said in a statement.  She said it was 
now critical to do all we could to help 
families begin to rebuild their lives, pro-
viding children with psychosocial sup-
port, getting them back into learning as 
soon as possible, and providing some 
stability amid the chaos. At the same 
time, the UN Population Fund (UNF-
PA) reported on Monday that the situ-
ation for the 356,000 pregnant women 
in earthquake-affected areas remained 
critical, especially the estimated 38,800 
who were expected to deliver in the 
coming weeks.  Hundreds of hospitals 
and clinics were either damaged or 
destroyed, and thousands of women 
and girls were living in over-crowded, 
makeshift camps exposed to freezing 
temperatures, UNFPA said, adding 
that urgent funding was key to keeping 
thousands healthy during their preg-
nancy.  UNICEF said the impact of the 
earthquakes on the region’s children 
and families had been catastrophic, 
leaving hundreds of thousands living in 
desperate conditions.

PARIS (AFP/APP): Protecting life in the 
vast expanse of ocean beyond national 
jurisdictions finally has an international 
roadmap after UN states agreed a land-
mark high seas treaty at the weekend. 
More than a decade in the making, the 
first international treaty on the high seas 
aims to promote the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biodiversity 
in international waters -- a vast expanse 
that covers almost half the planet. It is 
seen as essential to conserving 30 per-
cent of the world’s land and ocean by 
2030, as agreed by world governments 
in a historic accord signed in Montreal 
in December. Ocean ecosystems create 
half the oxygen humans breathe and 
limit global warming by absorbing much 
of the carbon dioxide emitted by human 
activities. But only about one percent of 
the high seas are currently protected. 
“What happens on the high seas will 
no longer be ‘out of sight, out of mind’,” 
said Jessica Battle, Senior Global Ocean 
Governance and Policy Expert, who led 
WWF’s team at the negotiations. “The 
High Seas Treaty will allow for the kind 
of oversight and integration we need if 
we want the ocean to keep providing 
the social, economic and environmental 
benefits humanity currently enjoys.”


