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WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Indian 
government funded Afghan warlords 
instead of the former Afghan govern-
ment prior to the Taliban’s takeover in 
2021, newly published American docu-
ments have indicated. According to the 
latest report by the Special Inspector 
General for Afghanistan Reconstruc-
tion (SIGAR), released on Tuesday and 
titled ‘Why the Afghan Security Forces 
Collapsed’, former Afghan Army gen-
eral Hibatullah Alizai was quoted as 
saying that Atta Mohammad Noor and 
Abdul Rashid Dostum – two former 
warlords and provincial militia leaders 
in Afghanistan’s north – went to India 
and got money from India to create a 
resistance in the North.” He insisted 
that while that was good, “that money 
should have gone to the Afghan gov-
ernment to pay ANDSF [army] forces’ 
salaries. That should have been direct-
ed to the central government to be dis-
tributed lawfully.” Alizai stressed that “I 
as a commander was requesting money 

for operations and supplies, but I could 
not get it from the government. But 
Dostum got money just from making 
phone calls to the Indians. That funding 
should have gone to the central gov-
ernment and central bank.” SIGAR’s 
report attempts to assess the primary 
reasons for the collapse of the former 
Afghan military – trained by US and 
Western forces throughout the past two 
decades – in the face of the advance 
and victory of the Taliban on 15 August 
2021. The country’s fragile political 
situation at the time, the rampant cor-
ruption in the government and military 
ranks, and the hasty withdrawal of US 
forces which resulted in almost $7.2 
billion in military equipment being left 
behind are all commonly-cited reasons 
for the rapid decline and collapse of 
the Western-backed system in Afghan-
istan. What is less cited, however, are 
the prominent role that warlords such 
as Dostum and Noor played in that 
system, with their local rule, crimes, 

and corruption being ignored and un-
accounted by Kabul and its Western 
military backers. That component was 
seen as an essential part of the Afghan 
government’s form of rule, with such 
warlords holding historic or personal 
enmity against the Taliban. Many re-
portedly fled to countries to Tajikistan 
or Turkiye upon the takeover, and some 
reconciled with the group and its new 
government. India’s role in supporting 
the former Afghan government has also 
been well-known over the years, partic-
ularly in terms of financial support and 
the provision of annual scholarships to 
Afghan military personnel to be trained 
in India. SIGAR’s latest report, how-
ever, also seems to prove New Delhi’s 
funding not to Kabul and its govern-
ment, but to those notorious warlords. 
In the report, General Alizai also men-
tioned the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
as a backer to figures such as Dostum, 
stating that the “Emirates gave Dostum 
about 200 brand new Land Cruisers”.

India funded Afghanistan warlords instead  
of former government: US report
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WASHINGTON (Agencies): American 
Republican presidential candidate Nik-
ki Haley has vowed to stop providing 
money to “countries that hate America” 
if elected, particularly targeting those 
that condemned the United States’ 
decision to move its embassy in Israel 
from the capital Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
Speaking at the Conservative Political 
Action Conference (CPAC) in Washing-
ton DC this week, Haley – the former 
Trump administration’s ambassador to 
the United Nations – recalled her reac-
tion to the mass vote at the UN General 
Assembly against the recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital back in 
December 2017. “So, I took names. I 
went to my office and I had my staff put 
a list together,” she told CPAC, refer-
ring to the 128 countries which voted 
against the radical motion. “They listed 
all 193 countries. The second column, 
I wanted them to say the percentage 
of times they voted with the United 

States and against the United States. 
And then I wanted the last column to 
show how much foreign aid we gave 
them.” “Guess what? We give billions 
of dollars every year to countries that 
undermine America every day,” she 
said, claiming that they “stab us in the 
back and then they turn around and 
have their hand out wanting money.” 
Haley accused some countries of even 
supporting “terrorists that try and kill 
our troops,” clarifying that “we’re giv-
ing foreign aid to Pakistan, Iraq, the 
Palestinians and even communist Cuba 
and China.” The US’s annual foreign 
aid budget amounts to tens of billions 
of dollars allocated to certain countries 
which are either allies or developing 
nations in general. Under Haley’s vow, 
as was starting to be the case under the 
Trump administration, that foreign aid 
would become ever more conditional 
on support for Washington’s policies 
and positions.

CALIFORNIA (AGENCIES) : Califor-
nia is battening down the hatches with 
another fierce winter storm poised to 
bring heavy rainfall and strong winds 
to the western US state, the latest in a 
series of “atmospheric rivers” that have 
pummelled residents over the last sev-
eral months. Governor Gavin Newsom 
has declared a state of emergency for 
21 counties in anticipation of potential 
flooding and disruptions on Thursday. 
Mountain communities, already strug-
gling to cope with extreme snowfall, 
could be further inundated. “The state 
is working around the clock with local 
partners to deploy life-saving equipment 

and first responders to communities 
across California,” Newsom said in a 
statement on Wednesday evening. “With 
more dangerous storms on the horizon, 
we’ll continue to mobilize every available 
resource to protect Californians.” While 
the onslaught of storms has helped boost 
California’s water supply, stretched thin 
by years of extreme drought, it also has 
caused destruction and hardship across 
the state. At least 20 people have died as 
a result of earlier storms, and residents of 
some mountain communities have been 
stranded as snow blocked roads. The 
upcoming storm is known as a “pineap-
ple express”, resulting from a buildup of 
moisture in the Pacific around Hawaii 
that can bring heavy rainfall to the west 
coast of the United States and Canada. 
On Thursday, the National Weather 
Service (NWS) said that more than 15 
million people in the San Francisco Bay 
Area and Sacramento region were under 
excessive rainfall and flood advisories.

MAZARSHARIF (Agencies): The 
Taliban governor of Afghanistan’s 
northern Balkh province has been 
killed in an explosion at his office. 
Mohammad Dawood Muzammil is 
the most senior official to be killed 
since the Taliban returned to pow-
er in 2021. Violence has decreased 
sharply since then, but there has 
been a string of attacks on prominent 
pro-Taliban figures and other targets. 

Local police said what caused Thurs-
day’s blast was unclear. There was 
no immediate claim of responsibility. 
But Taliban spokesman Zabihullah 
Mujahid said on Twitter that the gov-
ernor had been “martyred in an ex-
plosion by the enemies of Islam”. An 
investigation is under way, he added. 
Muzammil is reported to have led the 
fight against Islamic State militants 
in his previous posting as governor 

of the eastern province of Nangarhar. 
He was moved to Balkh last October. 
Police said at least one other person 
also died in the attack. A number 
of others are reported to have been 
injured. Unconfirmed reports say it 
was a suicide attack. It comes a day 
after provincial Taliban authorities 
claimed they had killed eight “rebels 
and kidnappers” in Mazar-e Sharif, 
the Balkh provincial capital.

LONDON (Sputniknews): Matt Han-
cock, the UK’s ex-health minister, 
handed his Pandemic Diaries draft 
for review in 2022 and was urged to 
make a slew of changes insisted on by 
the Cabinet Office, according to thou-
sands of WhatsApp messages traded 
between him and other British officials 
at the peak of the Covid-19 pandemic 
cited by a media report. Britain’s for-
mer Health Secretary, Matt Hancock, 
was instructed by the Cabinet Office 
to water down his “skepticism” re-
garding the Wuhan wet market expla-
nation for the origins of the COVID-19 
pandemic, as the government feared it 
would “cause problems” with China, 
according to a UK media report. Over 
100,000 such exchanged messages 

between Matt Hancock and other 
officials at the height of the corona-
virus pandemic have been leaked to 
a UK media outlet. However, as the 
ex-health secretary followed the pro-
cedure required from all former minis-
ters, and turned over his manuscript to 
the Cabinet Office for review last year, 
he was reportedly told by the Cabinet 
Office: “This is highly sensitive and 
would cause problems if released. 
Must be clearer that it is supposition 
rather than revealing any confidential 
information received from inside gov-
ernment. Should also be clear that this 
is not HMG views or beliefs.” Further 
along in the draft, Hancock had orig-
inally weighed in on the Wuhan “lab 
leak theory”, purportedly writing:

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia 
has announced a set of rules and re-
strictions on the practice of the holy 
month of Ramadan in the Kingdom 
this year, including a number of con-
troversial ones such as the reduction 
in mosque loudspeakers, the surveil-
lance of worshippers wishing to se-
clude themselves during the month’s 
last ten days, limitations on donations 
and the banning of filming or broad-
casting of prayers within mosques. 
In a document released and circulat-
ed on Friday by Minister of Islamic 
Affairs, Abdul Latif Al-Sheikh, the 
Islamic holy month of Ramadan is to 
be regulated by ten points, by which 
those within the Kingdom must abide. 
Among these commandments are that 
“imams and muezzins are not absent 
except for extreme necessity”, that 
the Tarawih (evening) prayers are not 
prolonged, and the “completion of the 
tahajjud prayer in the last ten days 
of Ramadan, before the dawn call to 
prayer, with a sufficient time, so as 
not to be difficult for the worshipers”, 
as well as other basic directives. They 
also include those such as “not using 

cameras in mosques to photograph 
the imam and worshippers during the 
performance of the prayers, and not 
transmitting the prayers or broadcast-
ing them in the media of all kinds”, 
as well as obligating “the imam’s re-
sponsibility for authorising the i’tikaaf 
[seclusion in mosque during last ten 
days] and knowing their data.” The 
Ministry also forbade mosques from 
collecting financial donations for or-
ganising meals to break the fast for 
fasting people, and for any such meals 
to be prepared and held in designat-
ed areas in mosque courtyards rather 
than inside the mosque itself, and to be 
conducted under the responsibility of 
the imam and muezzin. Other contro-
versial rulings announced by the Min-
istry are the limitation on the amount 
and volume of the loudspeakers emit-
ting the call to prayer – a continuation 
of the same decision earlier this year 
and last year – and the complete ban 
on their emittance of prayers and rec-
itations, along with the ban on parents 
bringing children to the mosque for 
prayers. The restrictions have sparked 
outrage and backlash from many 
Muslims worldwide, with critics see-
ing the rules as a further attempt by 
the Saudi government, under Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, to 
limit the influence of Islam in public 
life through the use of restrictions long 
practiced by the likes of Tunisia’s for-
mer dictator, Zine El Abidine Ben Ali 
and the former Soviet Union.

TEL AVIV: Israeli protesters on Thurs-
day were intensifying their opposition 
to a contentious government proposal 
to overhaul the judiciary, with a bid to 
block Prime Minister Benjamin Net-
anyahu’s route to the airport ahead of 
an official trip overseas and as the US 
defense secretary was visiting. Demon-
strators, who have been out protesting 
for more than two months against the 
overhaul, launched a “day of resistance 
to dictatorship” on Thursday. Protesters 
waving Israeli flags descended on the 
country’s main international airport, 
blocking the artery leading to the de-
partures area with their cars. The dis-
ruption snarled traffic and reportedly 
prompted Netanyahu to make alternate 
travel plans. He was expected to reach 
the airport by helicopter. Elsewhere, 
protesters blocked main intersections 

in the seaside metropolis of Tel Aviv 
and other cities. A small flotilla of pad-
dleboards and kayaks tried to close off 
a main maritime shipping lane off the 
northern city of Haifa. Some protest-
ers barricaded the Jerusalem offices 
of a conservative think tank helping 
to spearhead the judicial changes. The 
uproar over Netanyahu’s legal overhaul 
has plunged Israel into one of its worst 
domestic crises. Beyond the protests, 
which have drawn tens of thousands 
of Israelis to the streets and recently 
became violent, opposition has surged 
from across society, with business 
leaders and legal officials speaking out 
against what they say will be the ruin-
ous effects of the plan. The rift has not 
spared Israel’s military, which is seeing 
unprecedented opposition from within 
its own ranks.

Russia unleashes 
missile barrage on 
Ukraine as ground  

battle rages in the east
KYIV (Agencies): Volleys of Russian 
missiles struck a series of Ukrainian re-
gions early on Thursday, including the 
Black Sea port of Odesa and the sec-
ond city of Kharkiv, knocking out pow-
er to several areas, regional officials 
said. The governor of Odesa region, 
Maksym Marchenko, said on Telegram 
that a mass missile attack had hit an 
energy facility in the port city, cutting 
power. Residential areas had also been 
hit, but no casualties were reported. 
Kharkiv region Governor Oleh Synehu-
bov said the city and region had been 
hit by 15 strikes, with targets including 
infrastructure. Other strikes were re-
ported in the central city of Dnipro and 
regions throughout the country. Late 
on Wednesday, Ukraine’s military said 
it had managed to push back intense 
Russian attacks on the city of Bakhmut 
despite a Russian claim of control over 
its eastern half. As one of the bloodiest 
battles of the year-long war ground on 
in the small city’s ruins, Ukrainian de-
fenders — who last week appeared to 
be preparing for a tactical retreat — re-
mained defiant. “The enemy continued 
its attacks and has shown no sign of a 
letup in storming the city of Bakhmut,” 
the General Staff of the Ukrainian 
armed forces said on Facebook. “Our 
defenders repelled attacks on Bakhmut 
and on surrounding communities.” 
Ukrainian military and political leaders 
now speak of hanging on to positions 
and inflicting as many casualties as 
possible on the Russians to grind down 
their fighting capability. President Volo-
dymyr Zelensky said in late Wednes-
day video address that the battle for 
Bakhmut and the surrounding Don-
bas region was “our first priority.” In a 
separate interview with CNN, he said: 
“We think that in the Donbas direction 
Russia has started its offensive. This is 
the offensive. This is what it looks like: 
a slow aggression, because they don’t 
have enough strength and forces.”
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PESHAWAR (APP): Pakistan Peo-
ples’ Party (PPP) provincial infor-
mation secretary Amjad Khan Afridi 
on Thursday questioned that how 
come Imran Khan and his party de-
mands new elections in the country 
after showing disrespect to the Na-
tional and Provincial Assemblies 
and mandate of the people. In a 
statement issued here, he said that 
the eagerness to return to the Na-
tional Assembly (NA) after tender-
ing resignation and not attending 

the Parliament proceedings despite 
contesting elections on nine NA 
seats in the by-poll shows that Im-
ran Khan is a self-centred person 
who has spoiled the democratic 
system for his own satisfaction. “Im-
ran Khan dissolved the Punjab and 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa assemblies 
for his own satisfaction, ego and ar-
rogance,” he remarked. Amjad said 
this person is not reliable and fit for 
any field of life because he feels sat-
isfaction in creating and spreading 

chaos in society, adding that such a 
person can never support positive 
thinking and progress. He noted 
that Imran tried to blackmail the 
state institutions, especially the ju-
diciary to get decisions of his own 
will and provoked people for violent 
protests to achieve his ulterior mo-
tives. He said that those who were 
trying to obstruct the development 
process in the country as part of a 
foreign conspiracy would have to 
face the consequences.

PESHAWAR (APP): District Jail Ab-
bottabad on Thursday organized 
a sports and culture fair for its in-
mates which included indoor games 
and musical program. Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Abbottabad, Khalid 
Iqbal attended the event as chief 
guest while Superintendent Abbotta-
bad Jail, Hamid Azam Khan was also 
present on the occasion. Inmates and 
staff of the prisons participated in 
the games including Volleyball, Bad-

minton, Table-Tennis, Tug-of-War, 
musical chair and other sports items. 
Renowned singers also enthralled 
the prisoners, which reciprocated 
them with performing traditional 
dances. On this occasion, The Super-
intendent, District Jail, Abbottabad, 
Hamid Azam Khan highlighted var-
ious ongoing welfare-oriented ac-
tivities and their positive impact on 
physical and psychological effects on 
prisoners. He also hinted at arrang-

ing more similar events. Addressing 
the sport & culture fair, the Deputy 
Commissioner (DC) Abbottabad, 
Khalid Iqbal appreciated the jail ad-
ministration for cleanliness, disci-
pline of prisoners, provision of best 
environment and particularly the 
organizing of the fair in such a good 
manner. He advised the prisoners to 
be disciplined in society even after 
release from the prison to become 
useful members of the society.

Imran’s self centred politics spoiled democracy in country: Amjad Afridi

District Jail organizes sports & culture fair

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 283.2 286

China Yuan 39.64 40.04

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 74.2 75

U.A.E Dirham 76.8 77.5

UK Pound 331 334

Euro 295 297.5

Australian Dollar 182.5 184.5

Canadian Dollar 202 204.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

PPP KP chief condemns attack  
at Daud Burki residence

DPO reviews security of educational institutions

Robber killed in encounter with police

DPO Lakki Marwat visits border checkposts to 
review security arrangements

626 suspects arrested; huge caches of arms recovered

Anti-Corruption Court rejects BBA to six accused

Investment in livestock sector: A viable option to alleviate poverty, generate employment in merged districts

PESHAWAR (APP): PPP Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa chapter has condemned 
the firing incident at the residence of 
party activist Daud Burki Advocate 
and demanded immediate arrest of 
the culprits involved in the incident. 
In a statement issued here on Thurs-
day, the acting PPP KP Chief and 

Minister of State, Mohammad Ali 
Shah Bacha has condemned the inci-
dent in strong words. He also phoned 
Daud Burki Advocate and inquired 
about his health and also assured 
him and attributed the incident to an 
attack on PPP and demanded imme-
diate arrest of the persons behind it. 

PESHAWAR (APP): District Police 
Officer (DPO) North Waziristan, 
Saleem Riaz visited various educa-
tional institutions and reviewed their 
security arrangements, said a press 
release issued here on Thursday. 
During visits, the DPO met with the 
heads of educational institutions and 
discussed matters relating to their 
security. He told the heads of educa-
tional institutions that besides police 
security, they should also equip their 

watchmen with arms and in case of 
any emergency timely inform the 
police. The DPO also met with the 
commanders of police personnel 
deployed at various educational in-
stitutions and reviewed the security 
situation and checked the quality of 
arms and ammunitions of police per-
sonnel. He directed the police jawans 
to remain alert while keeping in view 
the prevailing situation and strict 
surveillance of suspects. 

PESHAWAR (APP): University Town 
Police gunned down a robber in en-
counter while his accomplice man-
aged to escape on Thursday morn-
ing. According to police, a police 
mobile team was patrolling in a local-
ity on Canal Road when two robbers 
riding on a motorcycle opened fire 
on them and police also retaliated in 
self-defense. During the exchange 
of fire one of the riding robbers was 
shot dead while the second managed 
to escape. Police have recovered a 
pistol and empty shells of cartridg-

es and important evidence from the 
spot. On receiving the information 
of the incident, police officers along 
with a heavy contingent of police 
rushed to the spot and further tight-
ened checking at the checkpoint and 
initiated a large-scale search opera-
tion in various localities. According 
to police, there was no identity relat-
ed documents with the dead robber 
and on search only a mobile phone 
has been recovered from his body. 
For identification, police are collect-
ing data from his mobile phone sit.

PESHAWAR (APP): District Police 
Officer (DPO) of Lakki Marwat, Mu-
hammad Ashfaq Khan visited sever-
al border checkposts near the Pun-
jab province on Thursday to review 
the security arrangements. The visit 
came in light of the current situation 
and recent incidents of terrorism in 
the district. During his visit, the DPO 
inspected lockups, watch towers, 
and CCTV cameras installed at the 
checkposts. He also interacted with 

the policemen deputed at these re-
mote border areas and appreciated 
their efforts to maintain law and or-
der in the region. The purpose of the 
DPO’s visit was to boost the morale 
of the policemen and to ensure that 
they are fully prepared to handle any 
security challenges in the future. The 
DPO emphasized the importance of 
remaining vigilant and alert at all 
times to prevent any untoward inci-
dents.

PESHAWAR (APP): District police 
during various operations and crack-
downs, arrested 626 suspects and re-
covered a huge cache of arms during 
the last month. According to the 
performance report for the month of 
February issued here on Thursday, 
the police recovered 55 Kalashnikov 

rifles, 622 pistols, 12 shotguns, 56 
other rifles, and around 19,000 car-
tridges of different bores from the 
custody of the accused arrested. In a 
statement issued here by Capital City 
Police Peshawar, the accused arrest-
ed included proclaimed offenders 
and illegal Afghan nationals.

PESHAWAR (APP): Special Anti-Cor-
ruption Court, Judge Rajab Ali Shah 
on Thursday rejected the bail before 
arrest (BBA) appeals in 20 FIRs reg-
istered by the Federal Investigation 
Agency (FIA) against six alleged ac-
cused. The FIA has registered 20 FIRs 
against six accused for irregularities 

and misuse of power in the issuance 
of passports. The accused include 
Assistant Director (AD) Passport (Pe-
shawar), Liaquat Ali, Superintendent 
Facial Desk Passport Headquarters 
Islamabad and four Data Entry Op-
erators (DEOs) Faisal Shabir, Imdad 
Raza Shah, Rohit and Naseem Akhtar.

PESHAWAR (APP): Sahib Noor (43), 
a poor farmer of Bajaur tribal district 
was living below the poverty line un-
less he took advantage of the govern-
ment’s livestock and dairy farm proj-
ect that turned his life prosperous. 
Hailing from Khar tehsil of district Ba-
jaur, Sahib Noor wakes up early in the 
morning, give water and fodder to his 
five imported cows before support-
ing his assistant in cows’ milking and 
washing the four-kanal livestock shed 
farm, established with the financial 
support of the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
livestock and dairy development de-
partment. “Prior to the government’s 
package, I was living below poverty 
line with serious problems of depres-
sion, anxiety and was under the bur-
den of huge loans due to loss of my 
buffaloes and poultry birds in the last 
year devastated floods,” said Sahib 
Noor whom family also support him 
in the livestock farming while talking 
to APP on Thursday. Appreciating the 
government’s dairy farm and live-
stock project launched for assistance 
of poor and flood affected farmers in 
merged districts, the motivated farm-
er said that he received five imported 
purebred cows of purebred under 
the project while bearing 20 percent 
cost and 80 percent covered by the 

government. “Each cow gives about 
17-20 kilogram milk a day which 
he sells in the market and supports 
his family besides paying electricity 
bills, wages to his labours and meet-
ing other expenses,” he said, adding 
like him scores of other farmers in 
his home district were taking bene-
fit from the government’s dairy and 
livestock farming project. KP live-
stock department’s officials told APP 
that 160 model and livestock farms 
out of 300 farms were established in 
all seven merged tribal districts of 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, adding work 
on 20 more livestock farms were in 
pipeline on which work would soon 
start to engage more poor farmers 
and flood-hit livestock owners. “The 
estimated cost of establishment of a 
model livestock farm is Rs3.5 million 
out of which 80 percent was provid-
ed by the government and 20 percent 
shared by the beneficiary registered 
farmer,” he said, adding the busi-
ness and jobs-oriented projects have 
started positive changes in lives of 
tribesmen. He said it was mandato-
ry for each farmer to run the poultry 
farm for at least five years and prop-
erly look after animals provided by 
the government in a bid to increase 
milk and meat production besides 

increasing farmers’ income in KP. 
“One farm provides jobs to 900 peo-
ple in merged areas, “ he said, adding 
the government also provides milk-
ing machines imported from Turkey 
to registered farmers to avoid waste 
of milk and ensure its quality. Keep-
ing in view of an availability of vast 
land in seven merged tribal districts 
suitable for livestock and dairy farm-
ing, the KP government has launched 
another project i.e revival of existing 
poultry farms in merged areas under 
which free feed, medicines and vac-
cination services were being provid-
ed to the registered farmers by the 
DVM doctors. The objectives of these 
projects are to conserve livestock and 
dairy wealth by trying to improve the 
productive capabilities of livestock 
and poultry through effective animal 
health coverage and artificial insem-
ination services, feed and fodder for 
benefits of tribal people. To take ad-
vantage of the poultry farms project, 
the farmer was required to have a 
day-old chicks while medicines and 
feed services were the responsibility 
of the livestock department. At least 
45 model dairy farms with 3,000 poul-
try birds were established last year 
in merged areas. The government is 
supporting farmers in the construc-

tion of model semi-environmentally 
controlled sheds and farms in merged 
areas for which Rs seven million 
would be provided by farmers and 10 
million to 15 million by the govern-
ment, he said adding the government 
would help registered farmers in so-
larization of farms. “Each farm would 
have at least 30,000 poultry birds,” he 
said, adding the project would change 
the destiny of tribal people. The gov-
ernment, under poverty alleviation 
through enhancement of milk and 
meat value chain services in merged 
areas, was financially supporting 
farmers who have at least 20 animals 
and a model cattle farms, he said, 
adding 20 farms were already estab-
lished under this initiative. ”The inter-
est of tribal people in these projects 
was overwhelming and the depart-
ment would consider extending the 
desired project for facilitation of more 
underprivileged farmers and poultry 
breeders.” Besides merged areas, the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa government 
was constructing 107 model farms 
in settled districts of the province to 
provide poultry and livestock meat 
to consumers at affordable rates. Ap-
proximately, 13.6million litres of milk 
and Rs1,360 million profit would be 
achieved from these farms in KP.

PESHAWAR (APP): Vice Chancellor 
Abdul Wali Khan University Mardan, 
Professor Dr. Zahoorul Haq on Thurs-
day called on caretaker Chief Minister 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Muhammad 

Azam Khan. The Vice Chancellor pre-
sented a cheque worth of Rs 1.6 million 
to the Chief Minister for earthquake 
victims of Turkiye which will be depos-
ited in the Chief Minister’s Relief Fund 
established for the earthquake victims 
of Turkiye and Syria. The amount 
has been donated by the employees 
of the University. The caretaker Chief 
minister appreciated the generosity 
of the administration and all the staff 
of Abdul Wali Khan University Mar-
dan for extending financial support to 
the earthquake victims of Turkiye and 
termed it as a highly commendable and 
exemplary step for other higher educa-
tion institutions. He said that the earth-

quake affectees of Turkiye and Syria 
were passing through a difficult situa-
tion adding that it is our moral respon-
sibility to help them in this testing time. 
The Chief Minister said that the peo-
ple of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and the 
caretaker provincial government were 
committed to extending every possible 
support for the earthquake affectees. 
Caretaker Chief Minister Muhammad 
Azam Khan had appealed to the well 
off segment of society, educational in-
stitutions and non-governmental or-
ganizations of the province to donate 
generously to the Chief Minister’s Re-
lief Fund established for the earthquake 
victims of Turkiye and Syria.

AWKU staff donates Rs.1.6mn for earthquake victims of Turkiye, Syria

DC Abbottabad inspects major drains of city
ABBOTTABAD (APP): To prevent ur-
ban flooding, the cleaning of drains 
and the removal of encroachments are 
among the top priorities of the district 
administration. Deputy Commissioner 
Abbottabad Khalid Iqbal expressed 
these views during the inspection of 
major drains of the city. Deputy Com-
missioner Abbottabad inspected all 
the drains including Jab Drain, Main 
Karakoram Highway (KKH), Manseh-
ra Road, Mirpur, Ayub Medical Col-
lege (AMC), Complex, Markets and 
Supply area.During the visit of AMC, 

Dean gave a briefing regarding drain-
age in Ayub Medical Complex. Dep-
uty Commissioner Abbottabad also 
inspected Small Industries and AMC 
drains. He stressed the take measures 
regarding the cleaning of drains and 
removal of encroachments and hoped 
that the citizens of Abbottabad would 
cooperate in this regard. On this occa-
sion, Chairman District Reconciliation 
Committee (DRC) Lt General (R) Ayaz 
Saleem Rana and Assistant Commis-
sioner Abbottabad Saqlain Saleem 
were also present with him.

PTI’s “hooliganism” detrimental to democracy, 
political tolerance: Ikhtiar Wali Khan

PESHAWAR (APP): Pakistan Muslim 
League (Nawaz) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
spokesperson Ikhtiar Wali Khan on 
Thursday termed the demonstration 
held by the PTI workers the other day at 
Lahore “hooliganism”, calling it against 
the spirit of democratic principles and 
political tolerance by the experts here. 
“The violent clash of PTI workers with 
Lahore police negated the tall claims of 

the former of being champion of justice 
and supremacy of institutions that re-
sulted in the death of one person,” he 
said, who is also the former member of 
the provincial assembly KP, while talking 
to APP. Despite repeated requests by the 
Lahore police to PTI workers to peace-
fully disperse, he said that “PTI workers 
scuffling with law enforcers was tanta-
mount to taking the law into hands”.
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It was back in 2018 that the Aurat Azadi Jalsa was organised out side of the 
National Press Club and following tradition, a large number of activists staged 
a peaceful protest at the F-9 Park in Islamabad. They raised concerns about 
pertinent issues like eco nomic turmoil, and its effects on minorities, encour-
aged land re forms as well as the reoccupation of land, mine and water reserves 
by the federating units. These are areas of prime concern but more often than 
not, they are brushed under the rug. Instead, criticisms of such movements 
take centre stage. The Women Democratic Front (WDF) has been organising 
the march for the entirety of its history in Islamabad, and every year it sets a 
manifesto about issues that deserve attention. Accordingly, a list of demands or 
objectives is set forth for those in authority to consider. This year was no differ-
ent; the WDF highlighted important issues that deserve recognition and timely 
action but instead of fo cusing on the plight of minorities in Pakistan, the public, 
media and government are likely to target the proceedings of the march. This 
means that all eyes will be focused on picking apart the forms of ex pression—
like placards—instead of actually listening to the hard ships faced by a signifi-
cant portion of the population. This inclination was observed a few years back 
when certain plac ards were accused of being objectionable. The government 
and ju diciary had to step in as organisers of the march received death threats 
and investigate the issue, after which the matter was clari fied. No doubt, there 
was and still is great potential of a similar inci dent repeating itself as there still 
exists a select group of people who perceive the march as illegitimate. The only 
way that we will get past this is if those in authority make a conscious effort to 
highlight the essence of the march, uplifting wom en and other minorities, and 
promote it in a manner that encourages awareness and empathy. Otherwise, 
integral issues are left neglect ed as people argue over menial things like what 
placards looked like.

Aurat Azadi March

As Russia’s devastating war in 
Ukraine is entering its second year, 
with no end in sight, serious questions 
must be asked about the way forward. 
One year ago, I faulted Europeans 
for not taking President Biden’s early 
warnings more seriously and for fail-
ing to act more vigorously to forestall 
a hostile Russian invasion. But five 
months later, in July 2022, when it 
became clear to me that there was no 
good outcome to this war, I wrote the 
following: “Only naive souls or blind 
ideologues could have thought that 
Russia’s aggression against Ukraine 
would end well. It will not. And the 
longer it continues, the worse the 
situation will be for everyone … The 
reality is that no one can or will win 
this war.” Seven months later, the toll 
tells the story. US government sourc-
es estimate that more than 130,000 
Ukrainian soldiers have been killed 
or severely wounded. Estimates of 
Russian military casualties number 
between 150,000–200,000, with at 
least 60,000 of that total reflecting 
those killed — more than doubling 
the number of Russian soldiers killed 
in Afghanistan and Chechnya com-
bined. The impact on the Ukrainian 
people and economy has been even 
more consequential. The Ukrainian 
GDP declined by one-third. They’ve 
lost more than 40 percent of their 
electricity-generating capacity. And 
more than 8.5 million Ukrainians have 
been forced to flee their country to 
the West, with many more internally 
displaced as a result of widespread 
destruction of homes and infrastruc-
ture. As a result, Ukraine has become 
dependent on the West not only for 
weapons, but also for economic subsi-
dies to pay their military, government 
entities, and basic services. Because 
the war has not come home, Russians 
have been spared the death and dev-
astation they have visited upon their 
neighbours. Sanctions imposed by 
the West have had an impact, but the 
Putin government has not only been 
able to draw on reserves to buttress 
the economy, but has also found ways 
to circumvent sanctions to maintain a 

profitable, though diminished, level of 
exports and imports. As a result, the 
Russian economy shrank far less than 
expected in 2022, with the IMF even 
predicting some slight growth in 2023. 
And instead of mobilizing the world 
against Russian aggression, the war 
has accentuated the preexisting divide 
between East and West, North and 
South. A year into this war, several 
developments should be noted. Most 
important among them is the fact that 
it has become an existential conflict 
for all parties involved. Ukrainian 
nationalism has proven to be a far 
more potent force than expected. Mo-
tivated by that deeply held belief and 
emboldened by Western military and 
political support, Ukrainian leaders 
now pledge to continue fighting until 
Russian forces are removed from “ev-
ery square inch” of their territory. Rus-
sia initially projected the view that 
Ukraine was an artificial and even 
“illegitimate” country, and sought to 
bring down its leadership through 
a devastating “shock and awe” as-
sault. When that goal became un-
attainable, they settled on claiming 
their right to annex territories in 
the Eastern part of Ukraine that are 
heavily Russian-speaking. Having 
been forced to surrender control in 
some of the areas they had initial-
ly occupied and now ground down 
in deadly combat on several fronts, 
Mr. Putin is loath to relinquish more 
territory or admit defeat fearing a 
threat to his leadership and vision 
of Russian destiny. The USA and its 
Western allies have also dug them-
selves into a rhetorical hole. Early 
on President Biden sounded like a 
mix of Churchill and Reagan, mo-
bilizing the USA and Western Eu-
ropean opinion to join this battle to 
save democracy and freedom from 
authoritarian aggression and assur-
ing everyone not only that it would 
be won, but also that it must be won. 
And at a recent European securi-
ty conference the German Foreign 
Minister upped the ante, declaring 
that anything short of a Russian de-
feat would mean “the end of the in-

ternational order and the end of in-
ternational law.” Now one year after 
it began, the battle has not been won 
and all signs point to it continuing. 
The main combatants have shown 
remarkable resilience. The USA 
and its allies are pouring new and 
more lethal weapons into Ukraine. 
Thus supplied, the Ukrainians are 
gearing up for a new offensive. And 
the Russians are holding their own, 
determined to commit new atroci-
ties to weaken Ukrainian resolve. 
The problem, of course, is that more 
weapons or more battlefield losses 
will not end this war with all parties 
still believing they can and must be 
victorious.
Some additional cautionary signs 
ahead:
– Russia has augmented its weap-
ons with inferior, though still lethal, 
supplies from Iran and North Korea. 
Should the vastly superior weap-
ons from the USA and NATO allies 
prove impactful, will China respond 
to Russian appeals for assistance?
– After initially welcoming fleeing 
Ukrainians, European support for 
refugees is showing signs of dimin-
ishing because of the economic and 
social costs. Will this grow?
– While Biden initially found bipar-
tisan support for Ukraine, recent 
polling shows an emerging partisan 
split, with Republicans and some 
Democrats questioning the Admin-
istration’s requests for additional 
aid. Will this tie the Administration’s 
hands moving forward?
– Given the Western European eco-
nomic downturn, who will pay for 
Ukraine’s reconstruction at war’s 
end?
Against this backdrop, year two of 
this war promises only more death 
and destruction. None of the ma-
jor parties show signs of losing 
their resolve. If anything, attitudes 
among hawks in Russia, the US, and 
Ukraine have hardened, convinced 
that more arms and better strategy 
are all that is needed to win. And so, 
it continues.
Courtesy: Pakistan Today

During different media sessions in the 
ongoing 14th National people’s Con-
gress (NPC) and National Committee 
of the Chinese People’s Political Con-
sultative Conference (CPPCC) One Belt 
One Road Initiative (BRI) remained 
one of the main topics which vividly re-
flected its global importance, strategic 
scope and utility for achieving the de-
sired goals of world class infrastructure 
development, construction of economic 
corridors, seaports and last but not least 
immense socio-economic integration. 
According to the Chinese policy mak-
ers, more than 151 countries, 35 inter-
national organizations and 220 coop-
eration documents have already joined 
and signed under the flagship project of 
the BRI which is still on increasing by 
each passing day. It covers two-thirds of 
the world’s population and 40 percent 
of global GDP which is further getting 
momentum with the passage of time. 
It will impact 0.7 percent to global real 
income till 2030 which may be further 
enhanced up to 1 percent. According 
to estimates from the World Bank, 
transportation infrastructure projects 
under the BRI, if fully implemented, 
are expected to generate $1.6 trillion in 
benefits annually by 2030 accounting 
for 1.3 percent of global GDP. Of these 
benefits, 90 percent will go to partner 
countries, with low-income and low-
er-middle-income countries being the 
biggest beneficiaries. Moreover, the 

BRI mega projects of regional as well as 
trans-regional projects will reduce ship-
ment time between 1.2 and 2.5 percent, 
leading to reduction of aggregate trade 
costs between 1.1 and 2.2 percent. For 
Belt and Road economies, the change 
in shipment times and trade costs will 
range between 1.7 and 3.2 percent and 
1.5 and 2.8 percent, respectively. It is 
estimated that BRI related investments 
can contribute to lifting 8.7 million peo-
ple from extreme poverty and 34 mil-
lion from moderate poverty at the glob-
al level. In this regard, under baseline 
conditions the percentage of people 
living in extreme poverty, with less than 
PPP$1.90 a day, is projected to decline 
from 10.1 percent in 2015 to 5.2 per-
cent by 2030. Hopefully, with immense 
infrastructure investments the BRI can 
additionally lift from extreme poverty 
up to 8.7 million people. These bene-
fits extend to both BRI and non BRI 
countries: 5.1 million from BRI area 
and 3.7 million from non BRI countries. 
To promote high-quality Belt and Road 
cooperation, China has carried out a 
number of projects to boost connec-
tivity and industrial capacity cooper-
ation. The Government Work Report 
2022-2023 reveals that trade between 
China and countries along the BRI has 
reached an annual increase of 13.4 per-
cent. Moreover, with the six free trade 
agreements that were newly concluded 
or upgraded, China’s trade share with 

its BRI member countries its trade has 
increased to 35 percent of its total trade 
volume from 26 percent. During these 
media interactive sessions the western 
journalists have internationally raised 
questions about the alleged role of so-
called BRI debt trap diplomacy.  In this 
context, the policy makers of China 
strongly rejected accusations about the 
“debt-trap diplomacy” and has insisted 
that on the contrary, African nations 
have reaped a great deal of benefits 
from the infrastructure projects as part 
of its BRI. Actually, African economies 
were weighed down by a whooping ex-
ternal debt owed to multilateral finan-
cial institutions and commercial cred-
itors, and not China. Citing statistics 
from a World Bank (WB) report, the 
Chinese spokesman Wao Wang cleared 
the air around the hyped claims and 
maintained that nearly three-quarters 
of Africa’s external debt was actually 
owed to the multilateral institutions 
and commercial creditors, whereas 
Beijing was working to ease Africa’s 
debt burden. Moreover, China never at-
taches any political strings or seeks any 
self-seeking political gains Wang as-
serted and added that the country has 
actively participated in the debt service 
suspension initiative under the G20. He 
added that the debt deferral amount 
China has contributed is larger than 
that of any other G20 member.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer
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It will only get worse
— By Dr James J Zogby

BRI’ and 14th NPC & CPPCC
— By Dr Mehmood Ul Hassan Khan

I believe we keep getting reminded 
that : “ Reality is stranger than fiction “. 
I think there is a discernible trend that 
India, which was always considered a 
strategic allly of the US, and is still con-
sidered to be so, seems to be refusing to 
“ loyally” tow the line of the US in their 
global objectives. If anyone has listened 
to the Indian Foreign Minister on pub-
lic forums lately, he has openly taken 
a stance opposite to that of the West in 
general and the US in particular, espe-
cially with regard the Ukraine conflict 
and India’s relations with Russia. The 
first question that arises is : Why that is 
so and the second, what has Pakistan 
got to do with this ? OK  This is how I 
understand this new development. In-
dia, a country with over a billion popu-
lation, and an economy that has been 
growing relatively steadily, is begin-
ning to feel its own strength and does 
not feel obliged to “ slavishly “ follow 
the US when its own national interests 
are involved, even though both the US 
and India will be compelled to continue 

to depend on each other against their 
common rival China. So the “ strategic 
partnership” will stay an historic neces-
sity for them, at least for the foreseeable 
future. Also, India can not let go of the 
opportunity to buy relatively cheap oil/
gas from Russia to support its sustain-
able growth and industrial develop-
ment. It goes without saying that the US 
is concerned about Indian attitude, to 
say the least. And now this is how Paki-
stan becomes a factor in this whole sce-
nario. The only country that has been 
a serious thorn in the Indian dream of 
Regional Hegemony, is Pakistan, with 
its strong Military and nuclear capabil-
ity. So Pakistan’s importance for the US, 
to stay viable as a stable country, seems 
to have gained immense importance, in 
order to ensure that India is not without 
its own problems in the Region, and so 
can completely star defying the Ameri-
can dictates. Let’s see how the situation 
unfolds, because too many factors are 
simultaneously impacting the global sit-
uation. which is still quite volatile.

MODERN-DAY slavery takes differ-
ent forms. In many places, it eludes at-
tention because of the crafty methods 
employed to impose it. Trafficking in 
persons (TIP) involves the recruitment, 
transportation, transfer, harbouring or 
receipt of persons through the use of 
threat, force, deception and coercion 
with the purpose of exploitation. It is a 
crime locally and internationally, and a 
crime against an individual or individu-
als. Victims either have not given their 
consent, or any initial consent they gave 
has become meaningless because of 
the deception and violence used against 
them. Vulnerable persons usually go 
through many cycles of violence before 
traffickers exploit them. The primary 
aim of such exploitation is to generate 
income. Trades that promote and use 
human trafficking include prostitution, 
escort work, pornography, forced la-
bour (including farming, construction, 
tourism and domestic labour and organ 
harvesting). Trafficked persons can be 
used for transporting illegal items and 
committing crimes. It is important not 
only to observe the geographical and 
demographic patterns of TIP but also 
the different sections of society affected 
by it. Globally, it is a crime against men, 
women and children that is shaped by 
their country’s circumstances. The in-

equalities faced in income, location, 
ethnicity, age and gender define the ex-
ploitation. Even though many men fall 
victim to TIP, girls and women are dis-
proportionately affected. Since gender 
defines access to power and resources, 
it is essential to apply a gender lens 
when discussing TIP. It especially helps 
law enforcers understand how the ex-
periences of both men and women are 
shaped because of their gender. Inte-
grating the gender perspective means 
giving distinct attention to gender im-
balances and biases. Gender inequal-
ities have their roots in the social and 
cultural norms of a specific area. The 
distribution of power in social and eco-
nomic contexts plays a pivotal role in 
defining gender roles. Gender discrim-
ination and gender-based violence pre-
dispose girls and women to becoming 
victims of violence. In fact, GBV and TIP 
intersect at many points. The physical 
and emotional trauma of GBV increases 
a victim’s vulnerability, which traffick-
ers use to their advantage to further 
exploit the victim. Forced marriages, the 
barter of girls or women and abusive re-
lationships make them an easy prey for 
organised crime. Financial inequalities 
and lack of access to technology, skill 
and opportunity renders them almost 
paralysed.  – – – Courtesy: DAWN

Pakistan : A new twist in the Geo-Political Scenario ?
— By Zarar Sheikh

Trafficking scourge — By Maria Taimur

Why IMF?  
First, I will appreciate your and your 
team’s efforts. After that through 
the columns of your esteemed 
newspaper, I want to discuss a ques-
tion: Why do we rely so strictly on 
the IMF? Being a Pakistani, it is 
my foremost duty to care about my 
country. So, I want to ask how the 
economic experts are guessing that 
our country is near to default. What 

are the reasons for such a condition? 
And the biggest question is why in a 
difficult time we must lean toward 
IMF. The person owning most of 
their property is the reason for such 
a condition. Those people who are 
spending their money on foreign 
assets, why don’t they invest their 
money inside the country? Why do 
we borrow money from IMF? Why 
can’t our bureaucrats reduce their 

expenses? Why do we have to fol-
low IMF conditions, why can’t we 
use our resources to make our eco-
nomic conditions stronger? These 
are the questions the public needs to 
ask the government and recognize 
that these are the solutions to tackle 
this harsh situation.

– Marvi Malik
– Sukkur

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP):  Women were the 
backbone of all developing countries, 
agreed experts during a Roundtable 
Discussion at the Institute of Regional 
Studies (IRS). Ambassador Nadeem 
Riyaz, President IRS in his inaugural 
address said that while it was true 
that Pakistan had reflected immense 
cognizance in registering women as 
engines of economic growth, their 
role in sectors such as agriculture re-
mained largely uncredited.   In that, 
implementation of available legisla-
tions to recognize the role of women 
was an essential component which 
still needed attention. Dr Shabana 
Fayyaz, Chairperson and Associate 
Professor at Department of Strate-

gic Studies Quaid-i- Azam University 
said that Women’s Day was a subtle 
reminder of the fact that as a society 
role of men in strengthening women 
empowerment was a major factor that 
required to be highlighted more than 
it was. She said that the fact that wom-
en in Pakistan were cognizant of their 
rights and could voice up for them was 
a blessing in itself. The inadequacies, 
however, could only be addressed with 
shared collective responsibility of men 
and women in our society, she added.   
Ms Roshaan Sheikh, said that there 
was a need to ensure more leadership 
roles for women, especially in the tech 
world. The number of female entre-
preneurs had risen in the past few 

years and this in itself was testament 
of the resolve of women in our coun-
try.  Ms Sameena Imtiaz, Head of Pro-
grams Centre for Research and Secu-
rity Studies (CRSS) said that the true 
essence of celebrating women’s lied in 
fact in moving away from victomhood 
attached to women in our society in 
addition to eliminating comparison 
with mo e in other countries. She said 
that digital literacy needed to be op-
timally used in order to work on sen-
sitivities around the issue. Dr Salma 
Malik, Assistant Professor at DSS De-
partment QAU said that empowered 
women were integral in all realms as 
their presence meant supporting and 
strengthening other fellow women.

Pakistan-Italy to Strengthen Olive Supply Chain

NDMA sailed off 65 containers carrying relief 
items for quake-hit Turkiye, Syria

Chitrali people demands immediate  
completion of under construction roads

Motorway Police to implement ITS on major 
motorways in two years

ANF seizes 28 kg drugs, 9000 intoxicated  
tablets in three operations

Handful of misguided elements cannot shake 
resolve of Baloch people, Armed Forces: COAS

Pak-EU strengthening ties to deal with 
climate change: Ambassador

CDA plans to increase fine on water wastage 
up to Rs. 25,000

IT parks to generate job opportunities,  
attract foreign exchange

IIOJK people facing systematic HR violations 
by India since decades: Shameem Shawl

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Pakistani 
society was committed to promoting  
Olive culture in the country, agreed 
a panel of experts from the Embassy 
of Italy and the Institute of Regional 
Studies (IRS). The experts were ad-
dressing a Roundtable discussion on 
“Holistic Development of Pakistani 
Olive Supply Chain” organized by 
the IRS here on Wednesday Repre-
sentatives from the Italian embassy 
and government, along with stake-
holders in Pakistan’s agriculture in-
dustry, gathered today to discuss the 
development of the Pakistani Olive 
Value Chain. The project began in 
March 2022 and has involved stake-
holder training in preparation for 
today’s discussions, which aimed to 
gather necessary input from all par-
ties involved. Italian Ambassador, in 
a welcome speech at a stakeholder 
discussion, expressed that the best 
kind of olive needs experts and if 
Pakistanis get used to using olive 
oil, the Italian government would 
love to continue the project. Dr. 

Constantino Parma, who represents 
the government and internation-
al organizations, spoke next and 
stressed the importance of collab-
oration in the project. He thanked 
all the attendees and emphasized 
the need to determine an action 
plan. Dr. Gianluigi Cartone, a rural 
policy expert from CIHEAM Bari, 
presented his recommendations for 
a holistic development of the Paki-
stani Olive Value Chain, including 
a SWOT analysis and suggestions 
for increasing production through 
the use of machines. To support the 
growth of the olive industry in Pa-
kistan, stakeholders agreed on the 
formation of a Pakistan Olive Oil 
Association/Council, which would 
include representation from public 
and private sector stakeholders to 
regulate and govern the sector. The 
association would provide training 
and guidelines on best practices, 
such as HACCP, GMP, and Glob-
al GAP, to promote awareness of 
healthy food and olive tourism.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) on behalf of the people of 
Pakistan, is constantly engaged to 
aid quake-affected displaced Turk-
ish and Syrian brethren. In view of 
that spirit, a civil cargo ship carrying 
65 containers filled with 1221 tons 
of relief goods for quake-hit Turkiye 
and Syria was sailed off from South 
Asia Pak Terminal, Karachi, a news 
release said. Out of the 65 contain-
ers, 41 are carrying 8,200 winterized 
tents for Turkiye and 24 containers 

carrying 15,000 ration bags making 
a total of 615 tons for Syria. The 
ship will drop off the aid containers 
to Turkiye on 23/24 Mar and Syria 
by the end March 2023. The NDMA 
is spearheading massive relief oper-
ations by using all available modes 
of transportation including Air, Sea 
and Road. In this regard, special 
chartered cargo flights operation 
will also commence soon, whereas 
assistance is also being sent using 
the belly space of PIA on regular 
flights to Turkiye.

CHITRAL (APP): The civil society, 
notable and public representatives 
on Thursday deplored suspension of 
construction work on the roads from 
Lowari Tunnel to Chitral, Chitral 
to Shandur, Ayun, Bomburit by the 
National Highway Authority (NHA) 
from last five months. In a meeting 
held here with Deputy Commissioner 
Lower Chitral Muhammad Ali Khan 
here, they said that the work on the 
roads were started a year ago but was 
left uncompleted and from the last 
five months there was no progress. 
They presented a unanimous reso-
lution to the DC and demanded that 
the work on these roads should be 

started immediately and the affected 
owners of the lands of the three proj-
ects should be compensated without 
any delay. It was demanded through 
the resolution that the NHA should 
work on these roads as per the SOPs 
and follow the rules to prevent dust 
and remove debris from the roads 
for the facilitation of the commuters 
as well as the local population. They 
further demanded initiation of con-
struction of work on Darosh, Arun-
du, Sheshikoh roads and widening of 
Booni, Ower, Milkho, Trich road and 
construction of road leading to Chi-
tral University besides paving of and 
these roads for a safe travel.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) has planned to introduce 
the Intelligent Transport System 
(ITS) on motorways M1, M2, M3, and 
M4 in the next two years. Talking to 
APP here on Thursday, an official of 
NHMP said that the Motorway Po-
lice had signed an agreement with 
the Frontier Works Organization 
(FWO) through the National High-
way Authority to implement the ITS 
on various motorways including M1, 
M2, M3, and M4 over the next two 
years. He said that with this new sys-
tem, commuters would no longer be 
stopped unnecessarily on the motor-

way. He said that the Lahore-Sialkot 
motorway had adopted a completely 
humanless system and the road users 
on this motorway will not be stopped 
for challan payment but will be re-
quired to pay the challan along with 
the toll tax when they exit the motor-
way. The official informed that in de-
veloped countries the ITS system was 
designed to send challans to offend-
ers after they have left the road, but in 
Pakistan, there are several hurdles to 
overcome. For instance, he said one 
vehicle was often used by multiple 
family members, making it difficult to 
identify to whom the challan should 
be issued to.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcotics 
Force (ANF) has seized 28 kg drugs 
and 9000 intoxicated tablets in three 
operations conducted in different 
areas and arrested an accused, said 
an ANF Headquarters spokesman 
here on Thursday. He informed that 
in an operation near Peshawar Haji 
Camp Bus Stand, ANF recovered 24 
kg charras and four kg opium from 
a parcel being sent to Lahore. In an-
other raid at International Mail Of-

fice Rawalpindi, ANF recovered 242 
grams weed from a parcel booked 
for London. He informed that in third 
operation at Karachi Pakistan Inter-
national Container Terminal, ANF re-
covered 9000 intoxicated tablets from 
a container being sent to Dubai. ANF 
also arrested an accused resident of 
Karachi. Separate cases have been 
registered against the accused while 
further investigations are under pro-
cess.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS), General Syed Asim 
Munir on Thursday said a handful of 
misguided elements could not shake 
the resolve of the people of Baloch-
istan and the Armed Forces, com-
mitted towards ensuring peace and 
prosperity. The Army Chief visited 
Gwadar and was briefed on prevail-
ing security situation, formation’s 
operational preparedness, CPEC 
security and efforts for ensuring a 
peaceful and secure environment, 
an Inter-Services Public Relations 

(ISPR) news release said. The COAS 
appreciated the efforts of all ranks 
and urged to continue working with 
professional commitment for the 
good of the people of Balochistan. 
The Army Chief interacted with local 
notables, elected representatives and 
people from different walks of life. 
The COAS laid particular emphasis 
on the socio-economic development 
of the area. He also announced wel-
fare projects related to education, in-
stallation of solar systems, fisheries, 
water, health, sports and livelihood.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ambassador of 
the EU to Pakistan, Dr Reena Kivin-
ka here on Thursday said that the 
European Union (EU) and Pakistan 
were further strengthening ties to 
deal with challenges related to cli-
mate change, especially after the re-
cent floods that wreaked havoc in the 
country, and to overcome barriers to 
gender equality. Talking to a private 
news channel, she said the EU had 
expressed solidarity with the flood 
victims of Pakistan, saying the ca-
tastrophe was caused due to climate 
change. She also highlighted the 
steps being taken by the EU in mit-
igating the effects of climate change. 
Observing that women were most 
vulnerable to such natural disasters, 

she said, “Around 85% of all new 
EU programmes will have a special 
focus on bringing gender equality 
in Pakistan, as the overall women’s 
participation in the decision-making 
process at home and community lev-
el is low.” She stressed the need to 
empower rural women to build their 
resilience to reverse the impacts of 
natural calamities in an effective 
manner. “Climate change is a global 
problem and needs global coopera-
tion,” she stressed. “We believe that 
formulating answers to non-tradi-
tional security challenges such as cli-
mate change and promoting global 
cooperation is mandatory for achiev-
ing the Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs)”, she added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Capital 
Development Authority (CDA) has 
planned to increase the fine for 
repeater offenders against water 
wastage up to Rs. 25,000, as part of 
a conservation plan to ensure judi-
cious use of the resource during this 
summer season. “The authority has 
noted that Islamabad usually fac-
es a shortage of water with a large 
number of people engaged in waste-
ful activities, such as washing their 
cars and allowing water to overflow 
into the streets,” an official told APP. 
He said that although existing laws 
permit the civic agency to impose a 

maximum fine of Rs 5,000 on those 
found wasting water however this 
punishment has failed to yield satis-
factory results in the past. The offi-
cial said the residents of posh areas 
of the Federal capital easily pay the 
fine and continue to waste water, 
leading to shortages of this vital re-
source, adding that to combat this 
challenge, the authority has planned 
to increase the fine for repeat offend-
ers. He said that the CDA has already 
announced to take strict legal action 
against those involved in water wast-
age to ensure its judicious use as well 
as saving from the acute shortage. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The state-of-
the-art Information Technology 
Parks across the country would gen-
erate job opportunities for IT profes-
sionals, attract millions of dollars in 
precious foreign exchange, boost the 
IT industry and increase its exports 
after their completion. “Work on IT 
parks in Karachi at the cost of Rs 41 
billion and Islamabad IT park at the 
cost of Rs 13.72 billion is underway. 
At their completion, they would pro-
vide job opportunities for 20000 and 
15000 IT professionals respectively,” 
said an official of the Ministry of In-
formation Technology. “Karachi IT 

Park is the largest IT project of its 
kind in Pakistan, which will benefit 
not only the citizens of Karachi but 
also the IT professionals and com-
panies of Sindh and the rest of Paki-
stan,” he added. The Establishment 
of IT Park, Karachi was approved by 
the Executive Committee of the Na-
tional Economic Council (ECNEC) in 
its meeting held on June 4, 2021, at a 
capital cost of USD 186.658 million 
including USD 158.416 million from 
Korean Exim Bank as a loan and 
PSDP local share of USD 28.242 mil-
lion. The project shall be completed 
in June 2026.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Kashmiri repre-
sentative, Shameem Shawl has wel-
comed the statement made by the office 
of the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) on 
the human rights situation in different 
parts of the world. According to Kash-
mir Media Service, Shameem Shawl 
in her statement read in the 52nd ses-
sion of the UN Human Rights Council 
said the people of Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kashmir thank the 
OHCHR for its statement on the gross 
human rights situation in the occupied 
territory. The people of Kashmir have 
been facing systematic grave human 
rights violations and abuses by India for 
decades. The enforced disappearance 
of a Kashmiri youth in Kunan-Poshpo-
ra, Abdul Rashid Dar whose mutilated 
dead body was recovered from the Zu-
rhama forests after about 3 months of 
his arrest is a shameful and brutal act 
of Indian forces. He is among the thou-

sands who have disappeared in IOJK 
without a trace in the past 30 years. 
Abdul Rashid Dar is perhaps the first 
disappeared person whose body has 
been found, and his family is lucky that 
they were able to perform his last ritu-
als. The denial of basic human rights, 
property rights, economic rights, em-
ployment rights and rights to live in 
their homes, own property, safeguard 
their inherited property and cultivate 
their own lands and orchards without 
any foreign or other illegal interference 
is only revenge to demand the right of 
self-determination. All laws are violat-
ed by Indian authorities in the region, 
It is the moral obligation of all of us 
to stand with the victims of state op-
pression and brutality. I urge that the 
Council must appoint a Commission 
of Inquiry on the ongoing and past HR 
violations in Kashmir to hold the HR 
violators responsible for their worst 
wrongdoings.

Women Empowerment essential in developing countries, Experts agree 

Parents urged not to allow 
children to fly kites

Nine injured as van  
overturns in Shujabad

Two shops sealed,three 
fuel agencies fined

IRSA releases 87,800 
cusecs water

SARGODHA (APP): District Police 
Officer (DPO), Muhammad Fais-
al Kamran on Thursday urged the 
parents to not allow their children 
to violate kite flying ban imposed 
by the provincial government else 
strict action in accordance with the 
law would be taken and the ban vio-
lators would be sent behind the bars. 
According to a police spokesman, 
police rounded up 90 kite sellers and 
flyers during last seven days and 
recovered over 700 kites with 286 
string rolls from their possession. He 
said that the officers concerned had 
been directed to utilize all available 
resources to control the kite flying 
and to net the ban violators and the 
kite sellers. He said the kite flying 
ban violators were being dealt with 
an iron hand.

ISLAMABAD (APP): As many as 
nine people were critically wound-
ed when a speeding passenger van 
overturned in Shujabad, a tehsil of 
Multan District in Punjab province 
on Thursday. As per details, the ac-
cident occurred at the Motorway M5 
in Shujabad where a van turned tur-
tle due to overspeeding. Resultant-
ly, nine persons, including women, 
sustained injuries, a private news 
channel reported. Police and rescue 
teams reached the spot after getting 
information and shifted the injured 
to a nearby hospital.

SARGODHA (APP): Two shops were 
sealed,while three fuel agencies and 
a shop were fined on the charge of 
overcharging and profiteering in Sil-
lanwali here on Thursday. According 
to official sources, Assistant Com-
missioner Sillanwli Anum Babar 
along with the team visited various 
shops and fuel pumps in the city and 
checked the prices and quality of the 
items and fuel. She found that three 
petrol agencies and three shops were 
involved in overcharging and profi-
teering. To which,the AC Sillanwali 
sealed two shops and fine amounting 
to Rs 21,000 to three petrol agencies 
and a shop over violation.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Indus 
River System Authority (IRSA) on 
Thursday released 87,800 cusecs 
of water from various rim stations 
with an inflow of 56,500 cusecs. 
According to the data released by 
IRSA, the water level in River Indus 
at Tarbela Dam was 1440.87 feet 
and was 42.87 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,398 feet. Water in-
flow in the dam was recorded as 
23,300 cusecs while the outflow as 
50,000 cusecs. The water level in 
River Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 
1104.20 feet, which was 54.20 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,050 
feet. The inflow and outflow of wa-
ter were recorded as 17,700 cusecs 
and 22,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa, Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed as 52,300, 40,500, 33,000 and 
10,500 cusecs respectively. Sim-
ilarly, from River Kabul, a total of 
7,300 cusecs of water was released 
at Nowshera and 3,000 cusecs were 
released from River Chenab at 
Marala.
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Pakistan Pavilion at “ITB Berlin 2023” continues to witness  
overwhelming response from international tourism stakeholders

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Pa-
vilion at the three-day mega inter-
national tourism event titled “ITB 
Berlin 2023” being held from March 
07-09 in Germany continued to wit-
ness an overwhelming response from 
tourism stakeholders from across 
the globe.  The international tourism 
stakeholders are exploring the beauty 
and diversity of Pakistan along with 

great business opportunities at the 
Pakistan Pavilion and intend to visit 
Pakistan to see the incredible tourist 
destinations of the country. Pakistan 
Tourism Development Cooperation 
(PTDC) along with Trade Develop-
ment Authority of Pakistan (TDAP), 
Embassy of Pakistan in Germany, 
provincial tourism departments and 
private sector stakeholders partici-

pating in ITB Berlin 2023 to showcase 
the rich tourism potential of Pakistan 
with a view to boost inbound tour-
ism in the country. According to the 
official of PTDC, Pakistan pavilion in 
ITB is being participated by 13 private 
sector companies and 4 provincial 
tourism departments including KPK, 
Sindh, Balochistan, Gilgit-Balitistan 
along with PTDC and TDAP.

Three maund unhealthy 
meat recovered, burnt

DPO presents gifts to  
children of police martyrs

Tree plantation drive kicks 
off at BISE Sargodha

One more infected with 
Coronavirus in RWP

Welfare of martyrs’ families 
‘topmost priority’: DPO

MULTAN (APP): The livestock de-
partment burnt three maund un-
healthy meat after a crackdown on 
indoor slaughterhouses here Thurs-
day. The mini slaughterhouses were 
reported to have supplied unhealthy 
meat of weak and defective animals 
in different hotels, particularly biry-
ani shops across the district. Live-
stock Department took major action 
against illegal slaughterhouses over 
repeated complaints of unhealthy 
meat being provided across the city. 
According to an official of Livestock 
Department, a large number of 
butchers set up mini slaughterhous-
es in their homes. Following this, a 
team led by Dr. Abid Aziz held raid 
at different targeted points. Initially, 
a butcher named Shahid Sheikh, son 
of Idris Sheikh was arrested from 
Rawalwala. He was fined Rs. 20,000 
on the spot. Dr. Abid Aziz said on the 
occasion that those who feed harmful 
meat to the citizens do not deserve 
any exemption.

KOHAT (APP): District Police Offi-
cer (DPO) Shahzada Umar Abbas 
Babar held a meeting with the fami-
lies and children of the police martyrs 
on Thursday. During the meeting, he 
presented gifts to the children of the 
martyrs and listened to their prob-
lems and concerns. Expressing his 
solidarity with the families, the DPO 
reassured them that all necessary 
facilities would be provided to them, 
and the educational needs of the mar-
tyrs’ children would also be taken 
care of.

SARGODHA (APP): The tree planta-
tion campaign kicked off in the Board 
of Intermediate and Secondary Edu-
cation here on Thursday. The plan-
tation campaign was inaugurated by 
Secretary Board Dr Mohsin Abbas by 
planting a sapling at the BISE lawn. 
On the occasion, he said that plant-
ing trees was imperative to control 
growing pollution, as to protect the 
environment was a national cause. 
The Secretary Education Dr Mohsin 
Abbas said that about 350 plants 
would be planted in the ground of the 
education board, all of which would 
be supervised by the Director of Phys-
ical Education Roshan Zameer and 
Muhammad Waqas Butt.

RAWALPINDI (APP): One more per-
son was diagnosed with fatal Corona-
virus during the last 24 hours, raising 
the district’s tally of confirmed cases 
to 47,773. As per the latest data re-
leased by the District Health Author-
ity here Thursday, the infected cases 
included 44,126 from Rawalpindi and 
3,647 from other districts. The report 
added that the new case had arrived 
from the Rawal town area while five 
confirmed patients were quarantined 
at homes.

KOHAT (APP): District Police Offi-
cer Shehzada Umar Abbas Babar on 
Thursday expressed the resolve that 
the welfare of bereaved families of 
police martyrs was the top-most pri-
ority of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa police. 
He said all available resources would 
be utilized in that regard. In a meet-
ing here with families and children of 
police martyrs, he reiterated his com-
mitment that special attention would 
be paid to the education and welfare 
of the children of police martyrs.

Foreign-funded agent not ready to present  
himself for accountability: Marriyum

WAPDA plans to add over 10,000 MW hydel 
electricity by 2030 234 complaints listened against federal  

departments at South Waziristan

Measures being taken to reduce mutation fee: 
Adnan Jaleel

All possible efforts to be made to make city 
clean, green: commissioner

Govt notifies ADR Mediation Accreditation 
(Eligibility) Rules 2023

Khalid Maqbool to inaugurate free medical, 
surgical camp at KKF office on Friday

Chitral residents urge to resume of work on key roads

Wani seeks UNHCR’s urgent attention towards 
simmering situation in IIOJK

Women International Film Festival on March 11

Commissioner inaugurates VICS Chor Center

Remembering Bedi on his 114th birth  
anniversary: A poet who bridged divides

Chairman PRCS acknowledges role of women 
volunteers in society

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Thursday tak-
ing a jibe at Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf 
Chairman Imran Khan, said that the 
foreign-funded Toshakhana thief, re-
sponsible for the return of terrorism 
in the country, did not appear in the 
court again today using the pretext 

of security. In a tweet, she said that 
there was no security problem for the 
“Avoid the Judiciary” movement, but 
if the court summoned him, he made 
excuses of disability and old age. The 
minister said that “video link jackal” 
will not present himself for account-
ability because he was also “a foreign 
agent and a watch thief.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): Water and Pow-
er Development Authority (WAPDA) 
has embarked on an ambitious plan 
to double the share of low-cost, clean 
and green electricity to the installed 
capacity of the country by 2030. Un-
der the plan, an additional 10,000 
megawatts (MW) would be added 
to the system during the said peri-
od, official sources told APP here. 
With the addition of over 10,000 
MW, the generation would touch 
20,000 MW from the existing 9,500 

MW, they said. The additional 10,000 
MW would be added to the system 
through various ongoing mega proj-
ects like 4,500 MW Diamer Basha 
Dam, 4,200 MW Dasu Hydropower 
Project, 800 MW Mohmand Dam, 
1,530 MW Tarbela 5th Extension and 
Kurram Tangi dam etc projects, they 
said. They said that the capacity of 
Mangla Power House was also be-
ing enhanced through refurbishment 
and upon completion additional 300 
MW would be available.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): Senior 
Investigation Officer Regional Office 
of the Federal Ombudsman Imran 
Khan paid a visit to Upper South Wa-
ziristan and listened to the problems 
of the people pertaining to federal 
organizations. During the three-day 
visit which he undertook as per di-
rectives of Federal Ombudsman Ijaz 
Ahmed Qureshi and listened to 234 
complaints at the Complaint Collec-
tion Center Wana against federal de-
partments including Benazir Income 

Support Programme (BISP), National 
Database and Registration Authori-
ty(NADRA) and Tribal Electric Sup-
ply Company(TESCO) etc. He issued 
directives to the officials concerned 
of those departments to address the 
complaints which were noted during 
the three-day at the earliest and ex-
tend relief to people of the area, in-
stantly. In this regard, he said no 
laxity or negligence should be shown 
on part of any official and timely mea-
sures should be taken, he added.

MANSEHRA (APP): Caretaker 
Minister for Revenue Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Adnan Jaleel said that the 
government was taking measures to 
reduce the mutation fee as present-
ly, the Federal government was col-
lecting 11 percent out of the 15 per-
cent mutation fee while the KP was 
charging only 4 percent of the total 
fee. He expressed these views while 
talking to a delegation which called 
on him here Thursday. The minister 
further said that there was no doubt 
that due to heavy taxes, a large num-

ber of mutations of properties had 
been stopped, resulting in national 
exchequers facing huge losses in this 
context. Adnan Jaleel stated that our 
share in the mutation fee and other 
taxes was only 4 percent while the 
federal government was receiving 11 
percent. We will send a proposal to 
the Council of Common Interest for 
the reduction of federal taxes on the 
mutation of property as the provin-
cial caretaker government is trying its 
best to provide relief to the masses, he 
added.

SARGODHA (APP): Commissioner 
Sargodha Muhammad Ajmal Bhat-
ti has said that all possible efforts 
should be made to make the city 
clean and green. He expressed these 
views while presiding over a review 
meeting of the ongoing tree plan-
tation campaign and to grow more 
Miyawaki forest in the city with the 
cooperation of the Forest Department 
and Parks and Horticulture Authority 
here on Thursday. The meeting was 
informed that the forest department 

was planting 5.8 million saplings in 
the four districts as part of the on-
going plantation campaign, out of 
which 2 million saplings were being 
planted in collaboration with private 
organisations and citizens, which 
were being provided free of charge by 
the forest department. It was further 
informed that all other government 
departments were given a target of 
planting 3 million saplings, while 
700,000 saplings were being planted 
by the Pakistan Army.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Federal 
government, in exercise of powers 
conferred by section 25(1) read with 
section 4(1) and other relevant pro-
visions of the Alternative Dispute 
Resolution Act 2017, has made and 
notified the ADR Mediation Accred-
itation (Eligibility) Rules 2023. The 
rules called as the ADR Mediation 
Accreditation (Eligibility) Rules 2023 
shall come into force at once, a no-
tification dated February 21, 2023 of 
the Ministry of Law and Justice and 
issued here on Thursday said. Ac-
cording to the notification “Words 
and expressions used but not de-
fined in these rules would bear the 
meanings given thereto in the Alter-

native Dispute Resolution Act, 2017. 
The notification stated that an ADR 
Centre providing mediation services 
or a mediator would be eligible for 
accreditation where the end-to-end 
mediation process framework by 
which it proclaimed to be bound. 
The framework administered or rec-
ommended by an organisation listed 
in the annexe to these rules and is 
adopted by the ADR Centre or me-
diator, with the permission of the or-
ganisation, if required, or developed 
by itself and is found by the accredi-
tation committee to be confirmed in 
material aspects to the frameworks 
of the organisations referred to in the 
annexe to these rules, it added.

HYDERABAD (APP): Convener of 
Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pa-
kistan (MQM) Dr Khalid Maqbool 
Siddiqui will inaugurate free medical 
and surgical camp organized by Khid-
mat-i-Khalaq Foundation (KKF) here 
on Friday (tomorrow). According to 
a press release issued by MQM Paki-
stan, district Hyderabad on Thursday, 

free medical and surgical camp will 
be held at Khidmat i Khalaq Foun-
dation office near Railway station. 
On this occasion, Dr Khalid Maqbool 
Siddiqui will also hold media talk on 
the occasion. All media organizations 
and journalists were invited to cover 
the event to be held at KKF office on 
Friday at about 5 pm.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chitral Devel-
opment Moment (CDM) has been 
working to improve the deplorable 
condition of roads and bridges across 
Chitral through the mobilization of civil 
society. The vast and extensive district 
of Chitral is still deprived of road and 
bridge facilities and it is one of the 
reasons for backwardness, poverty, 
unemployment, and feeling of depri-
vation, said a press release issued here 
on Thursday. The Chairman of CDM, 
Waqas Ahmed Advocate, President 
ANP Alhaj Eid Al Hussain, Liaquat Ali 

Khan, Inayatullah Asir, Safdar, and oth-
er dignitaries spoke at the inauguration 
of CDM’s Central Office and expressed 
concern over the lack of attention given 
to the roads of Chitral. Speaking on the 
occasion Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Lower Chitral Muhammad Ali Khan, 
expressed his determination to sensi-
tize all relevant departments and insti-
tutions, including NHA, to pay atten-
tion to Chitral’s roads. He emphasized 
that an integrated system and network 
of roads are essential for the develop-
ment of the area.

MIRPUR (APP): The World Muslim 
Congress (WMC) has asked the Unit-
ed Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHCR) to pressurise the govern-
ment of India to establish a commis-
sion of enquiry as recommended by 
the Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) report 
on Kashmir to investigate the human 
rights violations being committed 
by its forces in the Indian illegally 
occupied Jammu and Kashmir (IIO-
JK). While speaking on behalf of the 
WMC in Geneva, Altaf Hussain Wani 
said that the government of India 

was brazenly violating international 
law by unleashing a reign of terror 
in Kashmir, said a news release is-
sued here on Thursday. “The Indian 
government has employed different 
forms of strategies to suppress the 
peaceful resistance of the people 
of IIOJK”, he said, adding that the 
policy of repression ranges from ex-
cessive force, draconian laws, extra 
judicial and custodial killings, rape, 
torture and arbitrary detentions. 
Wani pointed out that the people of 
Kashmir were being deprived of all 
rights, including the right to life.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Women In-
ternational Film Festival (WIFF) is 
having its seventh-year run here on 
March 11-12 at the Pakistan National 
Council of the Arts (PNCA) with an 
amazing line-up of films all made by 
women from Pakistan and around the 
world. The event is supported by the 
Embassy of France in Pakistan and 
the Embassy of the Federal Republic 
of Germany in Islamabad. The films 
to be screened during the two-day 
festival include, ‘The great Mlis’ by 
Beatrice Campagna (Italy) based on 

the complex relationship between 
a father, a world-famous illusionist, 
and a young musician daughter is 
resolved after many years in the very 
place that has most deeply united and 
divided them. ‘Three wishes. One 
truth’ by Cecilia Petrujno, (Argentina) 
based on Autumn 1984. Valeria is ten 
years old and lives in distress out of 
her father’s violence. Speaking about 
it is forbidden. On her birthday cel-
ebration, she finds a magical object 
that can help her to ease her sorrow. 
Now Valeria has a plan.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Commissioner 
Rawalpindi Division Liaquat Ali Chat-
ta on Thursday inaugurated Vehicle 
Inspection and Certification System 
(VICS) Center, Seham Depot Chor 
Harpal. Liaquat Ali said Swedish 
company Opus would provide its ser-
vices in that regard. He was accompa-
nied by Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Rawalpindi Hassan Waqar Cheema, 
Secretary Regional Transport Author-
ity Rashid Ali, representatives of the 
Transport Union, officials of Swedish 
Company, Opus, and officers of the 

district administration. The Commis-
sioner was briefed about the VICS. 
The vehicle inspection would include 
wheel alignment, suspension, brake, 
tire, appearance, headlight, seat belt, 
and engine tests. The Commission-
er was informed that the fitness test 
would be mandatory for all commer-
cial vehicles after every six months 
period. The permanent station would 
cost Rs 90 million. The Commissioner 
said that the activation of VICS was 
a milestone which would help reduce 
pollution, he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): On the occasion 
of Kunwar Mohinder Singh Bedi’s 
114th birth anniversary, the liter-
ary world pays homage to the icon-
ic urdu poet for his powerful verses 
that brought to life the emotions of 
love, separation, and hope while 
transcending the boundaries. Bedi’s 
contributions to Urdu literature have 
earned him a place among the great-
est poets of the subcontinent. His po-
etry has a wide range of themes, in-
cluding traditional themes of love and 
yearning, as well as themes of unity 
and peace along with humor. His po-
etry is considered to belong to the 
same tradition as that of well-known 

poets Muhammad Iqbal, Faiz Ahmad 
Faiz, and Ahmad Faraz. Bedi’s first 
book of poetry, Tulu-i Sahar, was pub-
lished in 1962, and he went on to pub-
lish a collection of autobiographical 
poetry titled Yadon ka jashn (A Cel-
ebration of Memories) in 1983. Apart 
from his contribution to literature, 
Bedi was also involved in the Indian 
film industry, producing three movies 
including Man Jeete Jag Jeet (1973), 
Dukh Bhanjan Tera Naam (1974), 
and Charandas (1977). To honor his 
contribution to Urdu literature, the 
Kanwar Mohinder Singh Bedi Award 
was created which is presented by 
Haryana Urdu Akademi. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman of the 
Pakistan Red Crescent Society (PRCS), 
Sardar Shahid Ahmed Laghari on 
Thursday acknowledged the crucial 
role being played by women volunteers 
in our society. “Women have always 
been at the forefront of humanitarian 
work, serving their communities with 
passion, dedication and selflessness, 
the chairman said in connection with 

International Women’s Day. Recogniz-
ing the struggle that women face daily, 
the chairman said, “From providing 
healthcare services to delivering aid 
during disasters, women have always 
been there, making a difference in the 
lives of those who need it the most”. He 
said women continue to face discrimi-
nation, violence, and inequality in Paki-
stan and around the world.
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China opposes Dutch plan to curb chip exports

Saudi Arabia’s Industrial Production Index rises 6.8% in January

Powell’s hawkish testimony keeps dollar elevated

Oil Updates — Crude slightly down; Barclays cuts 2023 oil price forecasts

Nissan’s new powertrains may cut hybrid costs up to 30%

Saudi Arabia, Germany sign 7 deals to enhance investment cooperation

US probes Tesla over reports steering wheels fell off

Abu Dhabi’s EWEC aims to increase solar power generation capacity

BEIJING (Agencies): China is op-
posed to a Dutch plan for restrictions 
on exports of semiconductor technol-
ogy, China’s foreign ministry said on 
Thursday. The Netherlands’ govern-
ment on Wednesday said it planned 
new restrictions on exports of semi-
conductor technology to protect na-
tional security, joining a US effort 
to curb chip exports to the world’s 
second-biggest economy. Chinese 

foreign ministry spokesperson Mao 
Ning, asked about the Dutch deci-

sion at a regular media briefing, said 
China had lodged representations 
with the Netherlands. “We are firmly 
opposed to the Netherlands’ usage 
of administrative means to intervene 
and limit normal economic and trade 
exchanges between Chinese and 
Dutch companies,” Mao said. The US 
in October imposed sweeping export 
restrictions on shipments of Ameri-
can chipmaking tools to China.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Ara-
bia’s Industrial Production Index 
rose 6.8 percent year-on-year in 
January, driven by high produc-
tion in mining and quarrying, and 
manufacturing activities, accord-
ing to the latest report released by 
the General Authority for Statis-
tics. IPI is an economic indicator 
that reflects the relative changes in 
the volume of industrial output in 
the Kingdom, and it is calculated 

based on the industrial production 
survey. The GASTAT report noted 
that mining and quarrying grew 

by 3 percent in January, compared 
to the same month of the previous 
year. Mining and quarrying activi-
ties witnessed a surge in January, 
as Saudi Arabia increased its oil 
production to more than 10 million 
barrels per day. According to the 
report, manufacturing activities in 
the Kingdom increased by 19.2 per-
cent year-on-year in January 2023, 
while electricity and gas supplies 
decreased by 3.4 percent.

SINGAPORE (Agencies): The dollar 
was perched near a three-month high 
on Thursday as Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell’s message that inter-
est rates would have to go higher and 
possibly faster to tame inflation domi-
nated sentiment and underpinned the 
US currency. In the second day of his 
testimony to Congress on Wednesday, 
Powell reaffirmed his hawkish mes-

sage, though striking a cautious note 
that debate on the scale and path of 

future rate hikes was still underway 
and would be data-dependent. That 
caused the US dollar to pause its 
sharp rally from earlier in the week, 
retreating from close to a three-month 
top against the Japanese yen to last 
stand at 136.97. The euro and sterling 
similarly edged away from their multi-
month lows, steadying at US$1.0547 
and US$1.18435, respectively.

RIYADH (Agencies): Oil prices were 
in a holding pattern on Thursday, as 
a larger-than-expected draw in US 
crude stocks and hopes for China 
demand contended with worries that 
more aggressive US interest rate rises 
would slow economic growth and dent 
oil consumption. Brent crude futures 
edged down by 5 cents to $82.61 per 
barrel at 11.00 a.m. Saudi time, while 
US West Texas Intermediate crude 
futures went down 4 cents at $76.62 

per barrel.  Both benchmarks declined 
between 4 percent and 5 percent over 
the previous two days. Barclays cut its 
2023 oil price forecasts on Wednesday, 

due in part to more resilient output 
from Russia than expected, and said 
the market could flip into a deficit 
in the second half of the year due to 
growing demand in China. The bank 
cut its average forecasts for the Brent 
and West Texas Intermediate bench-
marks by $6 per barrel and $7/b, re-
spectively, to $92/b and $87/b. It also 
forecast Brent would average $97 per 
barrel next year and WTI $92 per bar-
rel.

TOKYO (Agencies): Nissan Motor 
Co is developing new modular pow-
ertrains that will help streamline 
production and drive manufactur-
ing costs for hybrid cars down by 
as much as 30%. By enhancing the 
common parts that underpin a vehi-
cle, the Yokohama-based automaker 
expects to be able to lower the cost 
of its hybrid cars to the same level 
as gasoline-powered cars by 2026, 
Senior Vice President Toshihiro Hi-

rai said at a briefing Tuesday. Nis-
san unveiled blueprints for two new 
powertrains — one for its so-called 
E-power hybrids and another for 

its zero-emission vehicles. Both use 
similar technology that will help 
consolidate and localise production, 
points Nissan touched on late last 
month when it outlined its acceler-
ated electrification strategy. As car-
makers globally rush headlong into 
electric vehicles, Japanese automak-
ers, notably Toyota Motor Corp, say 
they’re taking a more nuanced ap-
proach, continuing to invest heavily 
in hybrids.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia 
and Germany have signed seven 
agreements following a high-level 
delegation’s three-day visit to Ber-
lin, the Saudi Press Agency reported 
on Wednesday. The memoranda of 
understanding dealt with enhanc-
ing cooperation in chemicals, waste 
management, renewable energies, 
engineering, advanced industries, 
automotives, and technology. The 
delegation, led by Saudi Minister of 
Investment Khalid Al-Falih, partici-

pated in events and bilateral engage-
ments in Munich, Berlin, Hamburg, 
and Hannover. The German delega-
tion, led by German State Secretary 
Udo Philipp, included government 

entities such as the Bavarian State 
Chancellery, the Federation of Ger-
man Industries, and Germany Trade 
and Invest in addition to leading 
German companies, including BMW 
and Siemens. The MoUs were signed 
in Berlin during the Kingdom’s par-
ticipation in the German-Saudi In-
vestment Forum, and included two 
between Almobda Company for 
Industrial Services and Chemicals 
and thyssenkrupp Uhde Engineering 
Services in the chemicals sector.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration (NHTSA) said today it 
is opening a preliminary investiga-
tion into 120,000 2023 Tesla Model 
Y vehicles after two reports of steer-
ing wheels falling off while driving. 
The US auto safety regulator said 
the steering wheels in both vehicles, 
which had a low mileage, completely 
detached. The vehicles were deliv-
ered to owners missing the retaining 

bolt that attaches the steering wheel 
to the steering column. The agency 
is opening a preliminary investiga-
tion to assess the “scope, frequency, 

and manufacturing processes associ-
ated with this condition”. The inves-
tigation is a first step before NHTSA 
could demand a recall. The agency 
said it received a complaint from a 
parent who had bought a new Model 
Y five days earlier and was on Route 
1 South in Woodbridge, New Jersey 
on Jan 29 “and all the sudden steer-
ing wheel” fell off. “Was lucky there 
was no car behind and able to pull 
on divider.”

RIYADH (Agencies): In line with UAE’s 
aim to achieve net-zero by 2050, Emir-
ates Water and Electricity Co. has rec-
ommended a 606 percent rise in its so-
lar power generation capacity by 2030.   
In its Future Capacity Requirements 
report, the Abu Dhabi-based company 
said it plans to increase its total solar 
power generation capacity to 7.3 giga-
watts, in addition to the development of 
300 megawatts of Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems.  The report forecasts the 

requirement for an additional 3 GW of 
solar power capacity by 2029 on top of 
the 1.5 GW procured from the Al Ajban 
Solar PV Project once it becomes oper-
ational in 2026. The recommendations, 
approved by the Abu Dhabi Depart-

ment of Energy, endorse continued 
investment in low-carbon intensive re-
verse osmosis water desalination tech-
nology to enable over 90 percent of the 
total water demand to be met using RO 
by 2030. The implementation of these 
strategic renewable and clean energy 
projects will see the company’s aver-
age carbon dioxide intensity from elec-
tricity generation fall from 0.33kg per 
kilowatt-hour in 2019, to an estimated 
0.19kg/kWh by 2029. 

Instagram back up after brief global outage

China’s EV price war extends to gasoline cars

JP Morgan sues ex-staff Staley over  
Jeffrey Epstein ties

NEOM signs deal with Marriott International to 
open three hotels by 2024 

Japan narrowly avoids recession in fragile recovery

UAE exchange house Al Ansari to float 10  
percent in Dubai IPO

NEW YORK: (Agencies): Meta Plat-
form’s Instagram was back up for 
most users after a global outage, the 
photo-sharing platform said today, 
adding that an hours-long technical 
issue has been resolved. “Earlier to-
night, a technical issue caused people 
to have trouble accessing Instagram. 
We resolved this issue for everyone 
as quickly as possible,” Instagram 
said in a tweet. Downdetector, which 
tracks outages, reported more than 

53,000 incidents of users unable to 
access Instagram at the peak of the 
outage. The website collates status 
reports from a number of sources, 
including user-submitted errors on 
its platform. As Instagram was com-
ing back online, Downdetector said 
reports of outages had fallen below 
1,000 in the US. Reports of issues 
came down to less than 100 reports 
in the UK, India, Japan and Australia, 
the outage-tracking website showed.

BEIJING: (Agencies): A price war 
started by Elon Musk’s Tesla Inc has 
spread beyond electric cars to gas-
oline-fueled vehicles as the likes of 
Peugeot SA’s Citroen, Mercedes-Benz 
Group AG and General Motors Co’s 
Chevrolet seek to protect market 
share. Government subsidies in Hu-
bei province in central China, togeth-
er with discounts from state-backed 
Dongfeng Motor Group Co have 
slashed the prices of some cars such 
as the Citroen C6 by more than 40%, 
with a 90,000 yuan (US$12,900) dis-
count on offer. The promotion will run 
until the end of the month, according 
to posters from dealerships. Chev-
rolet started offering discounts of as 

much as 70,000 yuan on the Blazer, 
which starts at 230,000 yuan, along 
with other models like the Equinox 
and Monza. Jilin province in north-
eastern China is offering 150 million 
yuan of subsidies this month for peo-
ple buying cars made by FAW Group 
Co Discounts on individual cars go up 
to 37,000 yuan.

NEW YORK (Agencies): JP Morgan 
Chase & Co has sued Jes Staley, its 
former private banking head and lat-
er Barclays Plc’s chief executive, ac-
cusing him of entangling it with sex 
offender Jeffrey Epstein, and saying 
Staley himself had been accused of 
sexual assault. The largest US bank 
filed two complaints on Wednesday 
night in Manhattan federal court, 
where it is also defending against 
lawsuits by the US Virgin Islands and 
a unnamed woman, Jane Doe 1, who 
say JP Morgan aided in Epstein’s sex 
trafficking by keeping him as a client. 
JP Morgan said Staley should cover 
some or all damages if it were found 
liable, and pay punitive damages for 

his “intentional and outrageous con-
duct” in concealing information about 
Epstein and putting his own and Ep-
stein’s interests above the bank’s. The 
Wall Street bank also wants Staley to 
repay all compensation from 2006 to 
2013. Based on industry standards, 
that amount could total tens of mil-
lions of dollars.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s 
$500 billion giga-project NEOM has 
signed an agreement with Marriott 
International Inc. to open three ho-
tels in Sindalah, NEOM’s first luxury 
island. The deal includes the estab-
lishment of the Kingdoms’s first Au-
tograph Collection Hotel property by 
Marriott as well as two Luxury Col-
lection properties that are expected to 
open in 2024.  The first Luxury Col-
lection hotel will offer a beach resort 
with 70 luxury rooms and suites in-
cluding villas with private pools that 
range from one to four-bedroom res-
idences.  The second property is set 
to be an all-suite hotel with 115 one 
to three-bedroom suites and will be 

located at the center of the retail and 
marina district in Sindalah. “NEOM is 
one of the most highly anticipated de-
velopments in the world and we look 
forward to working with its team to 
develop these three exciting proper-
ties,” said Jerome Briet, chief devel-
opment officer, Europe, Middle East, 
and Africa, Marriott International.  

TOKYO (Agencies):  Japan only narrow-
ly avoided a recession at the end of last 
year, a sign of continued weakness in the 
economy as inflationary pressure and a 
global economic slowdown cloud the 
outlook. Gross domestic product grew at 
an annualised 0.1% in the fourth quarter 
from the previous period, revised figures 
from the Cabinet Office showed Thurs-
day. That was significantly below both 
initial estimates and economist forecasts 
and meant the country barely avoided 
two consecutive quarters of contraction. 

Weaker consumer spending was the 
main factor behind the revision, rising 
less than initial estimates. The data sug-
gested people went out less than expect-
ed during Japan’s latest Covid-19 wave 
and reined in spending as prices rose. 
Such weakness supports the central 
bank’s view that Japan still needs help 
from easy monetary policy. “Economic 
activity and the pace of recovery aren’t 
strong enough” for change from the BOJ, 
said Saisuke Sakai, senior economist at 
Mizuho Research & Technologies.

DUBAI (Agencis): UAE-based ex-
change house Al Ansari Financial 
Services said on Thursday it plans to 
float 10 percent of the company on 
the Dubai Financial Market through 
an initial public offering, according 
to Reuters. The subscription period 
for the offering of 750 million shares 
will run between March 16 and 
March 24, and the shares are expect-
ed to be listed on the exchange on or 
around April 6, the company said in 
a statement. The Middle East bucked 
global trends last year to raise some 
$21.9 billion through IPOs, accord-
ing to Dealogic. That was more than 
half the total for the wider Europe, 
Middle East and Africa region. Last 

week, state oil giant Abu Dhabi Na-
tional Oil Co. raised about $2.5 billion 
from an IPO of its gas business. Al 
Ansari said Abu Dhabi Commercial 
Bank, EFG Hermes UAE and Emir-
ates NBD Capital were mandated 
as joint global coordinators for the 
IPO. The company that began as a 
family business in 1966 is one of the 
region’s largest exchange business-
es. As of end-2022, it ran 231 phys-
ical branches and employed 4,123 
people. It made 595 million dirhams 
($162.01 million) in net profit last 
year, up from 491 million dirhams in 
2021. Operating income rose to 1.15 
billion dirhams from 988 million dir-
hams in 2021.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: It’s a good day to take a big 
step away from work or your home 
life and just slow down. If you’re 
feeling pressured, you just need to 
tell folks you’ll get back to them later, 
with a smile, of course!
– TAURUS: It’s a great time to be 
with your sweetie, or to find one if 
you’re single. Your passions are en-
gaged, and while it can be a pretty 
intense ride, you should enjoy it for 
the most part. 
– GEMINI: Pay close attention to 
your emotional state today. There is 
an awful lot going on that you can’t 
ignore for long without some serious 
backlash! Your mental state is just 
right for self-reflection.
– CANCER: It’s a so-so day for sign-
ing documents and reaching long-
term agreements. You should look 
them over with great care and get 
expert advice before you do anything 
irrevocable.
– LEO: You can tell that things are go-
ing your way, even if it’s not entirely 
clear what that entails. Your intuition 
is kicking in, so follow your instincts 

and let them guide you in the right 
direction.
– VIRGO: You can’t sit still today, 
which may be a liability if you’re at 
work or a family member needs you 
to pay attention. Try sports or other 
activities that require a fair amount 
of movement.
– LIBRA: Money-related issues are 
on your mind once again, but this 
time you seem to be ready to han-
dle them head-on! It’s a good time 
to face the facts and possibly to get 
help from someone who knows their 
stuff.
– SCORPIO: See if you can get a little 
closer to that one person you want to 
know better at work or elsewhere. 
It should be much easier than you 
feared! Whether it’s networking or 
courting, you’ve got what it takes!
– SAGITTARIUS: Listen to what the 
deepest part of your mind is trying to 
say. If it isn’t coming easily, you may 
need to find a quiet space to think 
and zone out. You should start to get 
a clear message then.
– CAPRICORN: The right people 
take notice of your recent accom-
plishments and pave the way for fu-
ture success! You might need to take 
some extra time to push your con-
tacts toward accepting the inevitable.
– ACQUARIUS: See if you can take 
time out from your busy schedule to 
focus on personal business. It may 
not slow down your other projects, 
but even if it does, it is still well worth 
it to you in the long run.
– PISCES: You’re in such a good 
mood that you may have a hard time 
saying no to people even when you 
know you’re overcommitted. Try to 
avoid situations where people might 
ask too much of you.
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Nakashima bests fellow American Isner at Indian Wells

Tiger Woods’ girlfriend seeks to nullify NDA with pro golfer

Choupo-Moting fires Bayern past PSG into Champions League quarterfinals

South Korea boss Klinsmann aims to put smile back on Son’s face

LIV Golf effect noticeable as ever at Players Championship

Milan hold off toothless Tottenham to reach Champions League last eight

Australia win toss, bat against India in final Test

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Rising 
American Brandon Nakashima beat 
veteran John Isner 7-6(7), 6-3 to set 
up a second round meeting with 
Daniil Medvedev in first round ac-
tion at Indian Wells on Wednesday. 
Nakashima, 21, saved a set point 
in the first breaker and stepped up 
his defence in the second to see off 
the big-serving Isner before a crowd 
that included Kansas City Chiefs 
quarterback Patrick Mahomes and 
his family. “Coming to this tourna-
ment, it’s always super exciting for 

me,” said Nakashima, who made his 
tour debut at Indian Wells in 2018. 
“Growing up here, close by in San 
Diego, it’s one of the tournaments 
where I grew up coming here as a 

little kid, watching all the top pros. 
“So to be able to play here now 
against another top American on the 
centre court here, is a super special 
feeling.” He will have his work cut 
out for him when he faces world No 
6 Medvedev, who has won three con-
secutive titles and is on a 14-match 
winning streak. In other first round 
action, Australia’s Jordan Thomp-
son crushed Frenchman Gael Mon-
fils 6-3, 6-1 and Diego Schwartzman 
made quick work of fellow Argen-
tinian Federico Coria 6-1, 6-2.

STUART (Agencies): Tiger Woods’ 
girlfriend wants to nullify a nondisclo-
sure agreement following a six-year 
relationship with the professional 
golfer. Attorneys for Erica Herman 
filed a complaint seeking declaratory 
judgment on Monday in Martin Coun-
ty, Florida, circuit court, according to 
online court records. The couple had 
been living together in the area, accord-
ing to the complaint. Martin County is 
located directly north of Palm Beach 
County. Woods and Herman have not 
publicly announced the end of their 

relationship, which began in 2017. She 
had been seen regularly with him at 
major championships, such as the 2019 
Masters he won for his 15th major and 
during his Presidents Cup captaincy in 
Australia later that year. But she was 

not at his Hero World Challenge in the 
Bahamas the first week in December, 
or at the Genesis Invitational he hosted 
at Riviera three weeks ago. According 
to the complaint, a trust controlled by 
Woods is attempting to silence Herman 
with a nondisclosure agreement that 
she signed while involved in a person-
al and professional relationship with 
Woods. The complaint argues that the 
NDA should be nullified under a fed-
eral law that prohibits an NDA from 
being enforced when sexual assault or 
sexual harassment is involved.

MUNICH (Agencies): Eric Maxim 
Choupo-Moting’s goal lifted Bayern 
Munich past Paris Saint-Germain 
and into the quarterfinals of the 
Champions League on Wednesday. 
After former PSG forward Kingsley 
Coman scored in the first leg, Chou-
po-Moting — another former PSG 
player — extended Bayern’s lead 
in the second leg in a 2-0 victory 
Wednesday to complete a 3-0 win on 
aggregate in the Champions League 
round of 16. Shortly after having a 
goal ruled out for offside, and also 
inadvertently blocking a teammate’s 

shot, Choupo-Moting scored in the 
61st minute to put Bayern on course 
for the quarterfinals and send Lio-
nel Messi, Kylian Mbappe and PSG 
heading toward their earliest Cham-
pions League exit since 2018-19. Leon 
Goretzka and Thomas Müller teamed 

up to take the ball off Marco Verrat-
ti and Goretzka squared the ball for 
Choupo-Moting to apply a simple 
finish with goalkeeper Gianluigi Don-
narumma stranded. Two substitutes 
then linked up to make sure of the 
win on the counter in the 89th, with 
Joao Cancelo surging down the right 
flank before playing in Serge Gnabry 
to score. PSG had dominated the first 
half of the game and was only denied 
the lead by a goal-line clearance from 
Bayern’s Matthijs de Ligt, but Bayern 
regained their focus in the second 
half to secure the win.

PAJU (Agencies): South Korea coach 
Juergen Klinsmann will look to lift 
Son Heung-min out of his on-going 
run of poor form when the Totten-
ham Hotspur striker joins up with his 
national team for the German’s first 
matches in charge later this month. 
Klinsmann was officially unveiled as 
Paulo Bento’s replacement as South 
Korea head coach at a press conference 
in Seoul on Thursday and the 58-year-
old outlined his desire to bring an end 
to Son’s current slump. “I’m a big fan 
of Sonny,” said Klinsmann of a player 
who finished joint-top scorer in the En-

glish Premier League last season. “He 
had a difficult World Cup because he 
was not healthy. “I saw all the games 
and I felt for him but I think this is a 
normal period. All players go through 
ups and downs. The situation also at 
Tottenham is not so easy. “I hope I’m 

going to see him in two weeks and he 
comes with a smile and is hungry for 
the national team.” Son scored 23 times 
for Tottenham in the Premier League 
last season to finish level at the summit 
of the scorers’ chart with Liverpool’s 
Mohamed Salah but since then the 
30-year-old has only netted five times 
in the league. He was forced to play in a 
protective face mask during the World 
Cup after sustaining an eye-socket 
fracture playing Marseille in the UEFA 
Champions League weeks before trav-
elling to Qatar and his performances 
were subdued.

PONTE VEDRA BEACH (Agencies): 
Such are the times in golf that so 
much attention at The Players Cham-
pionship is on a player who is not even 
part of the strongest field of the year. 
Stranger still is the player in question 
is not Tiger Woods. Cameron Smith is 
a reminder of the fractured world of 
professional golf. He is the defending 
champion of the PGA Tour’s premier 
tournament, not able to return this 
year because the tour has suspended 
him for joining Saudi-funded LIV Golf. 
And it’s not just Smith. The runner-up 

a year ago was Anirban Lahiri, fol-
lowed by Paul Casey. They are among 
36 players who have defected to LIV 
Golf, and they are among 17 players 

who were part of the windy, wild week-
end at the TPC Sawgrass last year. The 
Australian flag still flies outside the 
clubhouse in honor of the champion’s 
home country. Smith’s pitching wedge 
is on display in the clubhouse, part of 
the tradition for the winner to leave a 
club that was meaningful in his win. 
But there’s no Smith — or his mullet 
— even though the No. 5 player in the 
world has lived down the street since 
2016. He probably can be found this 
week with a rod and reel, not a wedge 
and a putter.

LONDON (Agencies): AC Milan pro-
gressed to the quarterfinals of the 
Champions League for the first time 
since 2012 as the Italian champions 
held out for a 0-0 draw at 10-man Tot-
tenham to win 1-0 on aggregate. A 
European elimination hot on the heels 
of an exit from the FA Cup means Tot-
tenham’s 15-year wait to win a trophy 
will extend for at least another season. 
Antonio Conte’s return to the touchline 
failed to inspire a response from his 
side as Tottenham were toothless in 
attack and had to play the final 12 min-

utes a man down as Cristian Romero 
was sent off for two bookable offenS-
es. Kick-off was delayed by 10 minutes 
after the later arrival of both sides due 
to traffic congestion, but it took far lon-
ger for the contest to get going. Conte 

was back in charge after taking more 
time after the first leg to recover from 
gallbladder surgery. The Italian was his 
usual animated self and was shown a 
yellow card by referee Clement Turpin 
for his protestations at a booking for 
Clement Lenglet. However, his players 
lacked the same energy as Spurs failed 
to rise to the occasion. Milan produced 
the one piece of imagination befitting 
of a Champions League knockout tie 
before the break as a well-worked free-
kick found Junior Messias, but the Bra-
zilian dragged his shot wide.

AHMEDABAD (Agencies): Australia 
skipper Steve Smith won the toss and 
elected to bat today in the fourth and 
final Test against India at the world’s 
biggest cricket stadium in Ahmedabad. 
Stand-in captain Smith named an un-
changed team from the side that won 
the third Test in Indore. India lead the 
series 2-1. India captain Rohit Sharma 
said he would have batted first had he 
won the toss and said it is “not a surface 

which we saw in the first three Tests”. 
The pitches in the first three Tests have 

been rank turners with the highest to-
tal being 400 by India in the opener. 
The hosts made one change from In-
dore with Mohammed Shami coming 
in for fellow pace bowler Mohammed 
Siraj, who is rested. Indian prime min-
ister Narendra Modi and his Australian 
counterpart Anthony Albanese were in 
attendance at the 132,000-capacity sta-
dium named after the Indian premier. A 
bumper crowd was expected.

Tiger Woods’ ex-girlfriend sues over acrimonious split

Bulls gore Nuggets, Suns buck Durant  
absence to trounce Thunder

Slap fighting: The next big thing,  
or unsporting stupidity?

MIAMI (Agencies): Tiger Woods’ 
ex-girlfriend has filed a lawsuit seek-
ing to be released from a non-disclo-
sure agreement she says the golf su-
perstar made her sign at the start of 
their relationship in 2017, court filings 
showed Wednesday. Erica Herman, 
who lived with the 15-time major win-
ner at his Florida mansion until late 
2022, filed the request in the Circuit 
Court of the 19th Judicial Circuit in 
Martin County, Florida. According to 
court records seen by AFP, Herman’s 
attorneys are arguing that the NDA 
she was required to sign is “invalid 
and unenforceable” under US fed-
eral legislation known as the Speak 
Out Act. The law, which became ef-
fective last year in the wake of the 

MeToo movement, makes non-dis-
closure agreements unenforceable 
in cases involving sexual assault and 
harassment. Herman’s case filings do 
not go into further details and there 
are no specific allegations against 
Woods. But in response to a question 
on the court filing which reads “Does 
this case involve allegations of sexu-
al abuse?” Herman’s attorneys have 
checked the box marked “Yes”.

LOS ANGELES (Agencies): Zach 
Lavine poured in 29 points as the Chi-
cago Bulls ended the Denver Nuggets’ 
eight-game home unbeaten streak 
with a 117-96 victory in Colorado on 
Wednesday. The Bulls, who are lan-
guishing just outside the play-in places 
in 11th place in the Eastern Confer-
ence, took control with a 36-point third 

quarter to upset the runaway Western 
Conference leaders. The Nuggets have 
been near-invincible in Denver this sea-
son, with a league-best 30-4 home re-
cord and were unbeaten in eight at their 
Ball Arena fortress before Wednesday. 
But a gutsy Chicago performance end-
ed with Denver on the wrong end of a 
rare blowout as Lavine finished with 
29 points from 12-of-18 shooting and 
Nikola Vucevic added 25 points with 
14 rebounds. Denver’s reigning NBA 
Most Valuable Player Nikola Jokic was 
held to 18 points. In other games, Phoe-
nix shrugged off the late injury absence 
of Kevin Durant — who had been due 
to make his home debut — to trounce 
the Oklahoma City Thunder 132-101.

LAS VEGAS (Agencies): The compet-
itors stand rigidly upright with their 
hands behind their backs, waiting to 
absorb a brutal slap to the face. When 
the open-handed blow is delivered, 
there’s a sharp report and the reaction 
can be dramatic. Some fighters barely 
move, while others stumble backward 
or fall to the floor. Some are knocked 
out. UFC President Dana White is sell-
ing slap fighting as the next big thing 
in combat sports, putting his money 
and the resources of one of the world’s 

foremost mixed martial arts organiza-
tions behind the Power Slap League. 
The Nevada Athletic Commission has 
sanctioned the league for competitions 
in Las Vegas. “It’s a home run,” said 
White, who is among several UFC of-
ficials involved in the league. Some 
slap-fighting beatdowns have gone vi-
ral, including a video from eastern Eu-
rope showing a man who continues to 
compete even as half of his face swells 
to seemingly twice its size. Such ex-
posure has led to questions about the 
safety of slap fighting, particularly the 
risk of chronic traumatic encephalop-
athy, or CTE, a degenerative brain dis-
ease believed to be caused by repeated 
blows to the head. A former chairman 
of the commission, which regulates 
combat sports in Nevada, says approv-
ing the league was a mistake.
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Indonesia football crush: Two jailed  
over Kanjuruhan stadium deaths

US Congress rejects Syria troop pullout

JAKARTA (Agencies): A football 
club organiser and security officer 
have been jailed over the Indonesia 
stadium crush last October which 
killed 135 people. The Kanjuruhan 
stadium crush in Malang, East Java 
occurred after police fired tear gas at 
fans who invaded the pitch. It is one 
of the deadliest football disasters in 
history. On Thursday, an Indonesian 
court found the organising committee 
chairman of the home club Arema FC 
guilty of negligence causing loss of 
life. Abdul Haris has been sentenced 
to 18 months in prison. Another foot-
ball official, Arema’s security officer 

Suko Sutrisno, was sentenced to one 
year in prison. The convictions are 
Indonesia’s first rulings on the trage-
dy - in which more than 600 people 
were injured. Three senior police of-
ficers are currently also on trial- ac-
cused of instructing their teams to fire 
tear gas at supporters. Prosecutors 
had called for six-year sentences for 
those convicted. Victims’ families ex-
pressed disappointment following the 
court’s ruling in the city of Surabaya 
on Thursday. One father who lost his 
wife and two daughters told CNN In-
donesia he was utterly disappointed 
by ruling.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): US law-
makers have voted down a bill seeking to 
withdraw all American troops from Syr-
ia, opting to continue the years-long mil-
itary occupation despite repeated objec-
tions from the government in Damascus, 
which has rejected the armed presence 
as illegal. While 56 Democrats joined 
47 Republicans to back the GOP-spon-
sored bill, the Syria War Powers Reso-
lution failed to pass in a 103-321 vote on 
Wednesday, facing stiff bipartisan oppo-
sition.  Introduced by Florida Republi-
can Matt Gaetz last month, the legisla-
tion would have directed President Joe 
Biden to remove the 900 US troops still 
deployed to the Middle Eastern nation 
within a period of six months. Arguing 
that Congress never authorized mili-
tary action in Syria to begin with, Gaetz 
slammed lawmakers on both sides of the 
aisle following the ill-fated vote. “There is 
no role for the United States of America 

in Syria. We are not a Middle Eastern 
power. We have tried to build a democra-
cy out of sand, blood, and Arab militias,” 
he said on the House floor. “Time and 
again, the work we do does not reduce 
chaos. Oftentimes, it causes chaos – the 
very chaos that then subsequently leads 
to terrorism. While today’s vote may 
have failed, my fight to end forever wars 
and bring our troops home has only just 
begun.” Opponents of the War Powers 
Resolution voiced fears that a US pullout 
could mean the revival of terrorist groups 
in the region. Democrat Gregory Meeks 
argued that while he does not support an 
“indefinite” deployment, a withdrawal 
would be “premature.” He did not offer 
an alternative timeframe for when US 
forces should leave the country, having 
occupied Syrian territory intermittently 
for nearly a decade despite years of vo-
cal objections from the government in 
Damascus.
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British SAS Soldiers Posing as Arms Dealers Scour World for Shells for Ukraine
KYIV (Agencies): A team of SAS com-
mandoes are reportedly scouring the 
world for stocks of Russian-calibre ar-
tillery shells to refill Ukraine’s deplet-
ed arsenals. A British daily newspaper 
reported that a dozen special forces 
troopers have been travelling across 
Africa, the Middle East and Asia along 
with intelligence agents and Foreign 
Office officials. The group, posing 
as arms dealers, carry “substantial 
amounts of cash” to buy up stocks of 
122mm-calibre shells — fired by many 
of the artillery pieces Ukraine inher-
ited from the Soviet Union — on the 
spot. The team have already journeyed 
to Angola, Egypt, Jordan, Kazakhstan, 
and Vietnam. But this week sources 
claimed a deal was struck on a stock-
pile in an unnamed European country.
Arms factories in both Bulgaria and 

Romania still produce Soviet-era arms 
and ammunition. Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky recently begged 
his Western backers for more artil-
lery, on top of his demands for fighter 
jets. “Artillery is the number one thing 
that we need. Both systems and am-
munition — shells in large amounts,” 
he said. US Army General Christo-
pher Cavoli, the NATO supreme al-
lied commander in Europe, has said 
the Ukrainian army fires around 
100,000 shells per month compared 
to 600,000 from the Russian side — as 
Russian forces encircle the key city 
of Artemovsk (Bakhmut). The reput-
ed mission follows a failed attempt 
in the summer of 2022 to buy tens of 
thousands of rounds of 122mm am-
munition from Pakistan, which has re-
mained neutral in the conflict between 

Ukraine — with its NATO allies — and 
Russia. The report claimed 40,000 
shells were flown by RAF transport 
planes from Pakistan’s Nur Khan Air 
Base to Romania’s Cluj Internation-
al Airport for delivery to a local arms 
dealer acting as a middleman. How-
ever, none of those rounds made it 
to Ukraine. Unconfirmed rumours of 
quality control issues were superseded 
by Islamabad’s denial last month that 
it had allowed any ammunition to be 
transferred to the conflict zone. “Paki-
stan maintains a policy of non-inter-
ference in military conflicts. Pakistan 
only exports defence stores to other 
states based on strong End Use and 
none re-transfer assurances,” Baloch 
stressed. “And this is the case of Paki-
stan’s position in the Ukraine-Russia 
conflict.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): The British High 
Commission Islamabad has marked In-
ternational Women’s Day by vowing to 
support women and girls in Pakistan, 
with a further pledge to take measures 
which could increase the digital access 
for them. Chargé d’affaires Andrew Dal-
gleish, while speaking at the reception 
held at the High Commissioner’s res-
idence, said that “women and girls are 
at the heart of everything we do here in 
Pakistan and globally”. He further said 
that International Women’s Day was a 
reminder to reiterate this commitment. 
Andrew Dalgleish said the “UK will do 
everything it could to ensure that all 
girls and women, in all their diversity, 
have the freedoms and capability to 
fulfil their potential and dreams in Paki-
stan and everywhere else through edu-
cation, empowerment, and protection”. 
Pakistan Minister of Climate Change 
Sherry Rehman, Mark Eastwood (MP), 
the UK’s Trade Envoy for Pakistan and 
Maheen Rahman, Chief Executive offi-
cer of Infrazamin also spoke at the oc-
casion and emphasized on ending the 
gender gap in digital access. Earlier in 
the week, similar events were held at 
the British Deputy High Commission of-
fices in Karachi and Lahore. UK Foreign 
Commonwealth and Development Of-
fice (FCDO) in London marked this day 
by launching its first women and gender 
strategy.

IWMI Pakistan organizes national 
consultative workshop on water accounting

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Interna-
tional Water Management Institute 
(IWMI) Pakistan has organized a na-
tional consultative workshop on ‘Wa-
ter Accounting and Water Resources 
Assessment Standards’ to support the 
implementation of National Water 
Policy (NWP). The event was held, 
under the UK aid-funded Water Re-
source Accountability in Pakistan 
(WRAP) Programme Component 1: 
Climate Resilient Solutions for Im-
proving Water Governance (CRS-
IWaG). The workshop aimed to bring 
together key stakeholders, including 
federal and provincial government of-
ficials, policymakers, water experts, 
and practitioners, to discuss and de-
liberate on the importance of water 
accounting and its implications for 
sustainable water management in 
Pakistan. Dr Mohsin Hafeez, Country 
Representative – Pakistan and Re-
gional Representative – Central Asia, 
IWMI, welcomed the stakeholders 
and informed that IWMI Pakistan had 
initiated water accounting and water 
resources assessment at the federal 
level under the WRAP Programme 
Component 1: CRS-IWaG. He said,”I-
WMI Pakistan is developing national 

water accounting standards through 
consultation with all stakeholders, 
including the Ministry of Water Re-
sources (MoWR), provincial agencies 
(Irrigation and On Farm Water Man-
agement), and academia. “Section-22 
of the NWP highlights the need for 
a better water information system to 
enable the planning and sustainable 
development of water resources to 
deal with climate shocks in the In-
dus Basin. “IWMI Pakistan will de-
velop water accounting standards 
and guidelines that should provide 
an agreed methodology for getting a 
comprehensive information on wa-
ter availability (surface, groundwater 
and rainfall) and their associated us-
age (domestic, industrial, agriculture 
and environment) across the Indus 
Basin.”  There is limited information 
on water availability from surface, 
groundwater, and rainwater sources 
in Pakistan. Each province has devel-
oped its own methods of monitoring 
and measurement of water resources 
but there is no consistent approach.
The consultation workshop was at-
tended by officials from MoWR, 
PCRWR, provincial departments, and 
academia etc.

IGP for strict security 
on occasion of 

Lal Shahbaz Qalandar Urs
KARACHI (APP): Inspector General 
of Police (IGP) Sindh Ghulam Nabi 
Memon on Thursday directed the po-
lice officers to ensure the strict security 
measures throughout the province on 
the occasion of the three-day annual 
Urs celebrations of Hazrat Lal Shahbaz 
Qalandar. He ordered that the process 
of intelligence collection, sharing and 
timely follow-up should be made high-
ly coordinated and effective at all levels 
including strict surveillance, sweeping 
and clearance from the bomb dispos-
al squad at the shrine of Lal Shahbaz 
Qalandar and its surrounding areas. 
Sindh Police chief said the process of 
physical search of the participants of 
Urs on the entrance route of the shrine 
should be made effective with the co-
operation of the volunteers appointed 
by the organizers, while deployment 
of women police personnel should also 
be ensured. Ghulam Nabi Memon said 
in view of the large number of pilgrims 
and devotees participating in Urs cele-
brations from all the cities of Sindh and 
other provinces, overall security mea-
sures should be made extraordinary 
in consultation with the organizers in 
the interior and surrounding parts of 
the shrine. Therefore, any kind of park-
ing should be prohibited on the sides 
of the shrine and on the main road of 
the shrine, while not only parking lots 
should be allocated at appropriate dis-
tances from the shrine for the vehicles 
of pilgrims and caravans, but parking 
lots should be strictly monitored and 
bomb disposal squads should be used 
for checking of all vehicles. He said 
measures like a blockade, monitoring, 
searching and patrolling should be 
coordinated and made effective on all 
the highways and border areas of the 
province.

Pakistan accedes to 
Apostille Convention 

on Foreign Public 
Documents

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Govern-
ment of Pakistan has acceded to 
the Hague Convention Abolishing 
the Requirement of Legalization for 
Foreign Public Documents (Apos-
tille Convention) of 1961. According 
to the Foreign Office, the conven-
tion shortens the public document 
authentication process to a single 
formality i.e. issuance of an authen-
tication certificate called as ‘Apos-
tille’ by the designated authority of 
the country where the document 
was issued. Thus Foreign public 
documents authenticated by Apos-
tille can be directly presented to the 
authorities concerned without any 
other attestation requirement. In 
line with the obligations as contract-
ing state of the Convention, the au-
thorities concerned of Pakistan will 
now accept the Foreign Apostille 
Certificates issued by the members/
contracting states of the Convention 
from the date of entry into force 
i.e. March 9, 2023, without any re-
quirement of attestation from Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs or Pakistan’s 
missions abroad. The process of is-
suance of ‘Apostille Certificates’ by 
Pakistan will also commence in few 
months upon completion of neces-
sary legislation and other require-
ments. Normal attestation services 
will continue as usual at the Minis-
try of Foreign Affairs, camp offices 
and Pakistan’s missions abroad.

FM Bilawal holds talks with 
UN General Assembly president

UNITED NATIONS (APP): Foreign 
Minister Bilawal Bhutto Zardari Thurs-
day met the President of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly, Csaba Korosi, ahead 
of Friday’s high-level meeting to com-
memorate the International Day to 
Combat Islamophobia. Co-convened 
by the General Assembly president and 
the Pakistani foreign minister, the meet-
ing will discuss ways and means to deal 
with growing Islamophobia, as high-
lighted in the 2020 Assembly resolution 
designating March 15 as an internation-
al day to combat the phenomenon. Offi-
cials said during the meeting, President 
Korosi congratulated FM Bilawal on the 
successful meeting Pakistan hosted on 

‘Women in Islam’ yesterday. The for-
eign minister thanked the UNGA presi-
dent for his participation in the day-long 
conference. The two leaders also dis-
cussed the upcoming 2023 UN Water 
Conference.  The conference – formally 
known as the 2023 Conference for the 
Midterm Comprehensive Review of 
Implementation of the UN Decade for 
Action on Water and Sanitation (2018-
2028) – will take place at UN Headquar-
ters in New York, from March 22-24, 
co-hosted by Tajikistan and the Neth-
erlands. FM Bilawal assured the UNGA 
president of Pakistan’s full cooperation 
as water was an issue of supreme im-
portance to his country.

ECP demands Rs 15 billion to conduct Punjab, KP elections
ISLAMABAD (APP): The Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has ur-
gently demanded a budget of Rs 15 bil-
lion to ensure the smooth conduct of the 
upcoming general elections in the two 
provinces of Punjab and Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa assemblies. In a crucial meet-
ing held on Thursday at the election 
commission, chaired by Chief Election 
Commissioner Sikandar Sultan Raja, 
the electoral watchdog said that a sum 
of Rs 20 billion was required for the elec-
tions. Out of which only Rs 5 billion has 
been provided to the commission so far, 
leaving a shortfall of Rs15 billion.The 
commission has appealed to the gov-

ernment to provide the necessary funds 
as soon as possible so that preparations 
for the elections could continue without 
any further delays. The finance secre-
tary and home secretary were called 
into the meeting to ensure the provision 
of funds and security for the said elec-
tions. The finance secretary had been 
informed by the election commission 
that a whopping Rs 65 billion would be 
required to hold the upcoming general 
election across the entire country. In the 
briefing to the election commission, the 
finance secretary highlighted the chal-
lenging economic situation in the coun-
try and expressed difficulties in provid-

ing the necessary funds for upcoming 
elections. The briefing shed light on the 
current state of the economy, including 
issues such as inflation, rising debt, and 
declining revenue streams. The election 
commission, the secretary said that ad-
ditional personnel would be required in 
both Punjab and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
provinces to ensure the safety and secu-
rity of the polling process.
The secretary election commission in-
formed the commission that apart from 
the police in both provinces, 297,000 
more personnel would be required in 
Punjab and 56,000 in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province. 

DG RDA directs strict 
action against illegal 

housing schemes
RAWALPINDI (APP): Director Gener-
al (DG) Rawalpindi Development Au-
thority (RDA) Saif Anwar Jappa here 
on Thursday directed the authorities 
concerned to take strict action in accor-
dance with the law against illegal hous-
ing schemes. Chairing a meeting here 
Thursday, he reviewed the progress of 
the ongoing operations against illegal 
housing schemes.According to RDA 
spokesman, illegal land conversion, 
sub-division, illegal advertisements 
and marketing were also discussed in 
the meeting and it was decided that 
the authorities concerned would con-
tinue operations and take strict action 
against illegal housing schemes. The 
DG directed the authorities to regular-
ly monitor the activities of the housing 
schemes. On the directives of the DG, 
the authorities had sent letters to the 
Pakistan Telecommunication Authori-
ty, Federal Investigation Agency (Cyber 
Crime Wing) Islamabad, and Federal 
Board of Revenue requesting to stop il-
legal advertisements of private housing 
schemes on social media.


