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ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Less than 
a year after Pakistan Air Force (PAF) 
took a giant leap and inducted China’s 
cutting-edge J-10C fighter jets into 
service, it reportedly commissioned 
a highly upgraded and advanced ver-
sion of the JF-17, called the JF-17 Block 
III. Earlier this week, some reports on 
social media indicated that Pakistan’s 
most famous air squadron – 16 Squad-
ron nicknamed ‘Black Panthers’ had 
received the first batch of JF-17 Block 
III aircraft. About 12 fighters were in-
deed inducted into service with the 16 
Squadron in a very small-scale cere-
mony. The JF-17 is jointly developed 
by China and Pakistan. In addition, 
there were reports that the combat jet 
was receiving additional upgrades. At 
the end of the IDEAS 2022 expo, Pa-
kistan’s Express Tribune published a 
report quoting an unnamed Pakistan 
Aeronautical Complex (PAC) source 
as saying an “additional upgrade of 
the jet was underway.” The JF-17 is 
anticipated to replace the Pakistan Air 
Force’s (PAF) aging fleet of Chengdu 
F-7 and Dassault Mirage-III/V stealth 
fighters. It is speculated to share some 
of the technology with China’s J-20 
“Mighty Dragon” stealth fighter. The 
reports of induction are significant as 
it comes a year after the PAF officially 
inducted the J-10C fighter jets acquired 

from China. The J-10C is a 4.5-gener-
ation medium-sized fighter jet and is 
more potent than the JF-17, currently 
operational with the PAF. Against that 
backdrop, adding a highly upgraded 
variant of the JF-17, believed to revolu-
tionize the basic design of the aircraft 
and incorporate fifth-generation avion-
ics and armament, would further bol-
ster Pakistan’s combat capability. The 
JF-17C boasts noticeable enhanced 
features like an integrated electron-
ic warfare (EW) suite, Wide Angle 
Smart HUD, extra hard points on the 
chin, and Missile Approach Warning 
Systems (MAWS). Global Times says 
the new jets boast improved “high 
off-boresight” capability. The “aircraft 
can fire from whatever position, and 

its missiles will adjust thrust, speed, 
and trajectory to hit targets.” Further, 
certain reports claimed that the fighter 
known to possess “J-20 DNA” is one of 
four fourth-generation classes created 
using much of the technology devel-
oped for China’s J-20 fifth-generation 
fighter. Furthermore, military experts 
in Pakistan and China have repeatedly 
emphasized that the upgraded variant 
would qualify as the world’s most pow-
erful lightweight fighter jet. With Paki-
stan’s arch-rival India focusing efforts 
on developing a fifth-generation fighter 
jet and exploring options to acquire a 
multi-role fighter soon, the induction of 
an advanced variant of the JF-17 fighter 
jet could prove to be a significant addi-
tion for the PAF.

Pakistan Inducts JF-17 Block 3 Fighter Jets  
Into Its ‘Black Panthers’ Squadron

US company asks Malaysia to reopen 
MH370 probe

Iran and Saudi Arabia agree to restore relations

Georgian MPs reject ‘foreign agents’ bill
TBILISI (Agencies): Georgia’s parlia-
ment has formally rejected the draft 
law that would have required individ-
uals and organizations with foreign 
funding to register as “agents of for-
eign influence.” The vote on Friday 
came hours after the ruling parties 
said they would withdraw the bill 
that caused protests and unrest in the 
country’s capital Tbilisi this week. The 
proposed law was condemned by the 
EU and NATO. The White House ar-
gued that, if adopted, the law would 
have undermined freedom of speech 

and hurt Georgia’s ties with the West. 
The law had passed its first reading in 
the parliament on Tuesday. Though it 
was withdrawn, MPs had to vote the 
bill down during the second reading 
for it to be officially defeated. Out of 
112 MPs present during the session 
on Friday, 35 voted against the bill, 
while one backed it and the others 
abstained. Opponents of the proposed 
law held large protests on Tuesday 
and Wednesday, rallying outside the 
parliament building in the country’s 
capital.

KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies): Ma-
laysian authorities are being asked to 
launch a new search for flight MH370, 
nine years after it disappeared from 
radars over the South China Sea. The 
request comes after US marine robot-
ics company Ocean Infinity claimed to 
have found new evidence of the plane’s 
possible location. The Boeing 777 was 
en route from Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport to Beijing with 239 pas-
sengers on board on March 8, 2014, 
when it vanished from the grid less 
than an hour into its journey.  For three 
years, Malaysia, China, and Australia 
searched for the plane in the Indian 
Ocean, where it was believed to have 
crashed, only to come up empty-hand-
ed. The search was officially called off 

in January 2017, with no conclusion 
made about what could have happened 
to the mystery flight. However, speak-
ing to the Guardian on the ninth anni-
versary of the incident, Ocean Infinity 
CEO Oliver Plunkett said that after his 
company conducted its own unsuccess-
ful search in 2018, it has now obtained 
new evidence that could finally lead to 
the discovery of the plane. Although he 
did not share specifics of the findings, 
Plunkett said he hopes to convince the 
Malaysian government in the coming 
weeks to green-light another search 
and launch it later this year or in 2024. 
The initiative is also being supported 
by Voice370 – a group of relatives of 
passengers who were on board MH370 
when it disappeared.

TEHRAN (Agencies): Iran and Sau-
di Arabia have agreed to re-establish 
ties and reopen embassies within two 
months, according to Iranian and Saudi 
state media. The agreement came after 
talks held in the Chinese capital Beijing. 
“As a result of the talks, Iran and Saudi 
Arabia agreed to resume diplomatic re-
lations and re-open embassies … with-
in two months,” Iranian news agency 
IRNA reported on Friday. Nour News, 
which is linked to Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, posted images 
and video it described as being taken 
in China with the meeting. It showed 
Ali Shamkhani, the council’s secretary, 
with a Saudi official and a Chinese of-
ficial that state TV named as Wang Yi. 
“After implementing of the decision, the 

foreign ministers of the both nations will 
meet to prepare for exchange of am-
bassadors,” Iranian state television said. 
The Saudi Press Agency confirmed the 
agreement when it also published the 
joint statement from Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, which said that the two countries 
had agreed to respect state sovereignty 
and not interfere in each others internal 
affairs. The statement also said that the 
Riyadh and Tehran had agreed to acti-
vate a security cooperation agreement 
signed in 2001. Tensions have long been 
high betweent the regional rivals. Saudi 
Arabia broke off ties with Iran in 2016 
after protesters invaded Saudi diplomat-
ic posts there. Saudi Arabia had execut-
ed a prominent Shia cleric days earlier, 
triggering the demonstrations. But there 
have been more recent efforts on both 
sides to warm ties. Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia are on rival sides of a number of re-
gional issues, in countries as varied as 
Lebanon, Syria and Yemen. Improved 
relations between Tehran and Riyadh 
could therefore have an effect on politics 
across the Middle East.

French, British leaders meet in efforts  
to mend relations

PARIS (Agencies): British Prime Minis-
ter Rishi Sunak was meeting Friday in 
Paris with French President Emmanu-
el Macron in efforts to mend relations 
following post-Brexit tensions, as well 
as improving military and business ties 
and toughening efforts against Channel 
migrant crossings. Both leaders shook 
hands and briefly posed for photogra-
phers, smiling, as Sunak arrived at the 
presidential palace. The French-Brit-
ish summit, the first since 2018, is set 
to show a “new chapter” is opening in 
relations between the two countries, 
according to Macron’s office. Such an 
event was previously held almost every 
year. Relations between the UK and 
France chilled amid post-Brexit wran-
gling over fishing rights and other is-
sues, and hit rock-bottom under Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who took de-
light in needling the French. His succes-
sor, Liz Truss, ruffled French feathers 
last year when she said the “jury is out” 
on whether Macron was a friend or a 
foe. But Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 

brought Britain and its European neigh-
bors closer together in support of Kyiv, 
and the mood improved after pragmat-
ic, technocratic Sunak took office in Oc-
tober after Truss’ brief and economical-
ly destabilizing term. Sunak’s visit also 
comes two weeks before King Charles 
III travels to France and then Germany 
for his first state visits since becoming 
monarch, in further British efforts to 
build bridges with European neigh-
bors. ”The summit will be above all an 
opportunity to reaffirm and deepen the 
close cooperation in terms of military 
support for Ukraine,” according to the 
statement from Macron’s Elysee Palace, 
as both countries are the only nuclear 
powers in the region.

Hamburg shooting: Seven killed in attack  
on Jehovah’s Witness hall

 Xi Jinping re-elected as Chinese president 

London fears for its future as companies  
defect to Wall Street

HAMBURG (Agencies): Seven people 
have been killed and several more in-
jured in a shooting at a Jehovah’s Wit-
ness meeting hall in the German city of 
Hamburg, police say. They say the gun-
man acted alone in Thursday’s attack, 
and is also thought to be dead. His mo-
tives are unknown. Dramatic footage 
has now emerged that appears to show 
the suspect firing many rounds through 
a window of the hall. The suspect is a 
former member of the religious com-
munity, aged between 30 and 40, Der 
Spiegel magazine reports. The victims 
are yet to be identified, and work at the 
crime scene continues. Police say they 
found a dead person at the scene who 

they believe may have been the perpe-
trator. They were called at about 21:15 
local time (20:15 GMT) on Thursday, 
to reports that shots had been fired in 
the building on Deelböge street, Gross 
Borstel district, police spokesman Hol-
ger Vehren said. Officers who went 
in found people who “may have been 
seriously injured by firearms, some of 
them fatally”, he said. “The officers also 
heard a shot from the upper part of the 
building and went upstairs, where they 
also found a person. So far we have no 
indications that any perpetrators fled.” 
It is thought people had gathered, pos-
sibly for a Bible study, when the shoot-
ing began at around 21:00 local time.

BEIJING (Agencies): Xi Jinping was 
re-elected as the President of China 
on Friday, securing an unprecedent-
ed third five-year term in power. Last 
year, Xi was also re-confirmed in the 
key position of Chinese Communist 
Party (CCP) leader. His candidacy was 
endorsed by a unanimous vote from 
the National People’s Congress, Chi-
na’s legislature and supreme authority. 
Apart from being kept as the nation’s 
president, Xi was also retained as chair-
man of the Central Military Commis-
sion, which is in charge of the overall 
administration of the country’s armed 
forces. Speaking in the Great Hall of 
the People in Beijing, Xi, with his hand 
on the constitution, took an oath, vow-
ing to “build a prosperous, strong, dem-
ocratic, civilized, harmonious and great 
modern socialist country.” Russian 
President Vladimir Putin congratulated 
his Chinese counterpart on his re-elec-

tion, describing it as “a testament to the 
recognition of your accomplishments 
as the head of state.” He also pointed to 
“broad public support” for Xi’s course 
seeking to promote China’s socio-eco-
nomic development and protect Bei-
jing’s national interests on the global 
stage. “Russia highly appreciates your 
personal contribution to strengthening 
comprehensive partnership and strate-
gic interaction between our states,” the 
president added, expressing hope that 
Moscow and Beijing would ramp up 
co-operation in various spheres.

London (Agencies): London is used to 
punching well above its weight in glob-
al financial markets. For years, the Lon-
don Stock Exchange attracted an out-
sized share of investor capital relative 
to the size of the UK economy, reflect-
ing the international nature of its listed 
companies. In 2000, UK-listed equities 
made up 11% of the MSCI World Index 
— which tracks more than 1,500 com-

panies that account for the vast major-
ity of the global stock market by value 
— according to Citigroup. Fast-forward 
23 years and the UK market now rep-
resents just 4%, the bank’s chief global 
equity strategist wrote in the Financial 
Times. Investors have been drawn to 
faster-growing markets in other parts 
of the world, such as China and India, 
and to big tech IPOs on Wall Street.

Shooting attack in 
Tel Aviv, three wounded

Apple to launch  
app dedicated to  
classical music

TEL AVIV (Agencies): An attacker 
opened fire in central Tel Aviv on Thurs-
day, wounding three people, before 
being “neutralised” by Israeli police, 
officials said, Reuters reports. Large 
numbers of police and medical workers 
rushed to Dizengoff Street, a main drag 
in the heart of the city, where the gun-
man carried out the attack. A street side 
restaurant was left empty after custom-
ers apparently fled the scene mid-meal, 
Reuters footage showed. “The suspect 
was neutralised by police officers” ac-
cording to a police statement. Three 
people were wounded, including one 
in serious condition, it said. There were 
no immediate details about the circum-
stances of the shooting, though police 
said initial signs were that it was carried 
out by a Palestinian youth.

SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies): Apple 
on Thursday said it will start streaming 
classical music from a stand-alone app 
on March 28 as it seeks to distinguish 
itself from rivals Spotify and specialist 
platforms. The iPhone giant said Apple 
Music Classical will offer “the world’s 
largest classical music catalog,” with 
exclusive albums and an advanced 
search functionality not seen on other 
apps. With five million tracks, the app 
will compete with rivals exclusively 
dedicated to classical music, including 
Germany based Idagio, currently the 
only subscription-based platform for 
classical audio streaming. Apple Music 
Classical will offer streaming with high 
quality audio especially sought after by 
classical music buffs. The app will come 
at no additional charge to the Apple 
Music subscription and will soon be 
available on Android-based devices, the 
company said.
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PESHAWAR: The Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Information Technology 
Board (KPITB) has partnered with 
Google to launch the “Grow with 
Google” program, offering 5000 
scholarships for in-demand Google 
certifications. The initiative aims to 
upskill the youth of the province, 
enabling them to explore better ca-
reer options in the global market 
space and become globally com-
petitive. The program, being run 
by TechValley in Pakistan, will also 
focus on enabling women to benefit 
from the opportunity, with a launch 
on International Women’s Day to 
celebrate the contribution of women 
in society. The initiative comes amid 
concerns about a global digital skills 
shortage, with experts warning that 
millions of jobs are going unfilled 
due to a lack of qualified candidates. 
According to a report by the World 
Economic Forum, by 2025, over 85 
million jobs could go unfilled due 
to a lack of skilled workers. Paki-
stan is not immune to this trend, 
with a recent report by the Higher 
Education Commission of Pakistan 

warning that the country is facing 
a digital skills gap, with a shortage 
of skilled workers in areas such as 
software development, data analyt-
ics, and cybersecurity. The “Grow 
with Google” program will help to 
address this skills shortage, offer-
ing young people in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa the opportunity to acquire 
the skills needed to succeed in the 
global job market. The program 

is being launched in partnership 
with the Higher Education Depart-
ment of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, So-
cial Welfare Department, National 
Incubation Center Peshawar, and 
Khawateen Rozgar Services. Speak-
ing at the launch, Dr. Sahibzada Ali 
Mahmud, the Managing Director of 
KPITB, emphasized the importance 
of upskilling the youth to meet the 
demands of the digital age.

PESHAWAR: A Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) was signed 
between Sarhad Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (SCCI) and 

City University of Science and In-
formation Technology (CUS&IT) 
Peshawar. The agreement aims to 
strengthen industries-academia 
linkages, mutual cooperation in re-
search, social awareness, develop-
ment of the community and provi-
sion of employment opportunities, 
says a press release issued here 
on Friday. The MoU was signed by 
SCCI president Muhammad Ishaq 
and the CUSIT Peshawar President, 
Saboor Sethi in presence of the var-
sity Dean, Prof Dr Muhammad Abid 
and other academic and adminis-
trative staff. The agreement signing 
ceremony was attended by SCCI 

vice president Ejaz Khan Afridi and 
Secretary General Sajjad Aziz and 
others. Muhammad Ishaq while 
speaking on the occasion termed 
the agreement between SCCI and 
CUSTI as a milestone initiative to-
ward enhancing mutual collabora-
tion and enhancing industries-aca-
demia linkages and conduct of joint 
research. The SCCI chief underlined 
that the industries-academia coop-
eration is a dire need of the hour, 
which will not only provide learning 
and gaining practical experience 
to highly-quality male and female 
young students and provide them 
employment opportunities as well.

KPITB launches Google certifications for the youth of KP

SCCI, CUSIT sign MoU to strengthen industries-academia linkages

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 281.5 284

China Yuan 39.64 40.04

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 74.3 75.1

U.A.E Dirham 76.4 77.15

UK Pound 331.5 334.8

Euro 294 297

Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9

Canadian Dollar 202 204.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

KITEDoT provides machinery, equipment to 
improve facilities in tourist area

Kohat Police conduct operation in surroundings 
of KUST, district jail

Lawari snow festival in Upper Dir from March 12: DC

10 hotel managers arrested over unhygienic 
condition of kitchens

Awareness seminar about Reproductive 
Healthcare Act 2020

First KP University of Veterinary, 
Animal Sciences inaugurated

Clinic for free treatment of autism  
patients inaugurated

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Integrated Tourism Devel-
opment Project, Tourism Depart-
ment (KITEDoT) on Friday handed 
over heavy machinery and other 
equipment to relevant development 
authorities for tourist areas. The 
assistance was provided by World 
Bank as part of efforts to continue 
supporting facilities in tourist ar-
eas, said an official communique 
issued here adding that the ma-
chinery and equipment was given 
to Galiyat Development Authority, 
Kaghan Development Authority, 
Kumrat Development Authority, 
Kalash Development Authority and 
Upper Swat Development Authority. 
The machinery included solid waste 

management machinery, trash bins, 
50 units each for all the develop-
ment authorities, wheel loaders, 
with snow blower, angle blade, and 
angle sweepers snow brush, shovel 
and tractor with front end loader. 
The World Bank assisted KITEDoT 
under Travel Responsibly for Expe-
riencing Ecotourism in KP (TREK) 
initiatives which was launched in 
partnership with the World Bank 
and Nestle Pakistan. It is to mention 
here that the KITEDot project has 
achieved its two years’ objectives 
and took various tangible measures 
for facilitating tourists by improving 
accessibility through roads, tourist 
facilities, rescue services and plan-
ning of tourism zones.

PESHAWAR (APP): Ten (10) sus-
pects including two drug peddlers 
have been taken arrested during 
a joint search and strike operation 
of local police and elite force in the 
surrounding localities of the Kohat 
University of Science & Technology 
(KUST) and District Jail Kohat, said 
a press release issued on Friday. 
The operation carried out under 
the supervision of DSP (Saddar), 
Saif-ur-Rehman was also includ-
ed women police, personnel of the 
civil sensitive agencies, and a heavy 

contingent of operational police and 
Elite Force. During the operation, 
police personnel also checked the 
documents of tenants and took six 
Afghan nationals living without reg-
istration. Two pistols, dozens of car-
tridges and two kilograms of heroin 
powder were also recovered from 
the arrested suspects. For complete 
scrutiny, the arrested persons were 
shifted to Police Station Jarma and 
formal FIRs were registered against 
all those from whom arms, ammu-
nition or narcotics were recovered.

PESHAWAR (APP): The district 
administration and district sports 
office would jointly organised La-
wari Snow Festival in district Dir 
Upper on March 12 (Sunday). 
Deputy Commissioner Tariq Khan 
would inaugurate the festival. The 
event would include firework, mu-
sic, cultural show, food competition 
and sports event including tug of 
war, volleyball, rugby and other lo-
cal games. The students of schools, 
colleges and local teams would par-

ticipate in different sports activities 
while renowned local singers would 
perform at the music show. The pur-
pose of the event is to attract tour-
ists to the areas besides providing 
entertainment and business oppor-
tunities to the local communities, 
said the DC. Earlier, the District 
Sports Officer Siddiq Ullah met with 
the Deputy Commissioner at his of-
fice and briefed him about the event. 
He also presented a T-shirt with the 
logo of the event to the DC.

PESHAWAR (APP): The district ad-
ministration on Friday conducted 
raids on various food outlets and 
hotels on the university road and 
arrested 10 hotel managers over 
the unhygienic conditions of kitch-
ens and staff. On the instructions of 
Deputy Commissioner Shah Fahad, 
Assistant Commissioner Sumaira 
Sabha along with officials of the 
Food department visited University, 
Tehkal, Arbab road, Phase-3 Chowk 

on University road and visited fa-
mous hotels and food outlets. She 
inspected kitchens and food items 
at Usmani hotel, Shinwari Restau-
rant, Silver Dragon, Chief Burger, 
Jalil Kababi, Khyber Shinwari Tikka 
and others and ordered the arrest of 
10 hotel managers for poor hygienic 
conditions. She also warned admin-
istrations of several other hotels and 
food outlets to improve the hygiene 
of the kitchen and staff.

PESHAWAR (APP): A one-day sem-
inar on the topic of Reproductive 
Healthcare Act 2020 was organized 
by the Population Welfare District at 
Ghilnai Hospital District Mohmand. 
The seminar was aimed to create 
awareness among people about the 
Act and its importance in ensuring re-
productive healthcare for all. Address-
ing the seminar, District Population 
Officer Ghafoor Shah said that the 
seminar was an important initiative 
to raise awareness among the public 
and stakeholders about the Act and its 
implementation. He said that the act 

is a significant step towards ensuring 
reproductive healthcare and rights for 
all in the province. Dr. Muhammad 
Hayat Afridi, Medical Superintendent 
District Hospital Ghilnai, highlighted 
the significance of the RHC Act 2020, 
which allows parents to make in-
formed decisions about the number of 
children, spacing, and timing of births. 
The seminar was attended by Depu-
ty DHO Dr. Parvaiz Khan, National 
Program Coordinator Dr. Mehtamam 
Shah, lady health workers of health 
department, and other officials of the 
health department.

PESHAWAR (APP): The first Univer-
sity of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, 
Swat in the history of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa was inaugurated on Friday. 
Secretary Livestock, Fisheries & 
Cooperatives KP, Mukhtiar Ahmad 
Khan formally inaugurated the uni-
versity. Classes in the university will 
begin on Monday (March 13, 2023). 

In this connection, a function was 
held at Kanju Township, Mingora 
wherein the Vice Chancellor, Univer-
sity of Veterinary & Animal Sciences, 
Dr Omar Siddique gave a detailed 
briefing regarding the university and 
told that the classes of the first badge 
of DVM and DVS are being begun 
from Monday. 

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa’s Advisor to Chief Minister 
for Health Dr. Abid Jameel on Friday 
visited the Paraplegic Center here and 
formally inaugurated the clinic for the 
treatment of children affected by au-
tism. He was very impressed with the 
performance of the largest physical re-
habilitation center in the country and 
highly appreciated the dedication of its 
staff. Dr. Abid Jameel visited various 
departments of the institution, min-
gled with the patients under treatment 
there and inquired about their well-be-
ing. On this occasion, spinal cord inju-
ry patients, hailing from different parts 
of the country, told the Health Advisor 
that apart from three meals a day, all 
treatment facilities and equipment 
were being provided to them com-
pletely free of charge, while they also 
appreciated the good behavior of the 
staff here. On this occasion, the Health 
Advisor formally inaugurated the clin-
ic and program for the treatment and 
physical and psychological rehabilita-
tion of children affected by autism. He 
was told that the number of children 

affected by autism is increasing rapidly 
across the country and it has become a 
big problem in the modern world, but 
unfortunately, there are very few insti-
tutions for the treatment of autism and 
they are also very expensive. It may be 
noted that children affected by autism 
are usually self-absorbed and unaware 
of their surroundings, they shy away 
from socializing with people, are not 
interested in reading and cannot con-
centrate on any task. They cannot sit 
in one place and get down to fighting 
and breaking things. Dr Syed Muham-
mad Ilyas told that although the treat-
ment and physical and psychological 
rehabilitation of children with autism 
is a difficult job, the Paraplegic Center 
Peshawar is committed to doing it. He 
also gave a detailed presentation to the 
Health Advisor about the overall per-
formance of the institution. Address-
ing the staff and students of the insti-
tution, Dr. Abid Jamil assured to bring 
the expansion and new plans of the 
institution to the radar of the health 
department and prayed for further 
progress of the institution.

Tests for police Moharrars held in Haripur

TARBELA GHAZI (Dr. Pervaiz Awan 
/ Correspondent): Taking a practi-
cal step toward the vision of District 
Police Officer Haripur Mohammad 
Umar Khan for bringing a positive 
change in the culture of police sta-
tions by appointing highly qualified 
and well-mannered staff through  test 
& interview. According to the details, 
District Police Officer Haripur Mo-
hammad Umar Khan soon after his 
posting as DPO Haripur  where he 
visited all the key points and police 
stations fall under his jurisdiction on 
other hand he thought  to introduce a 
change in police culture  specially  in 
the culture of police stations  by tak-
ing some revolutionary measure. In 
that regard, he chaired a meeting last 
week in which decision was taken to 
conduct a written test for  the police 
officers keen to be posted as Moharrar 
in police station, District Police Offi-
cer Haripur Mohammad Umar Khan 
few days back  disclosed it in Police 
Durbar. According to the decision of 
the meeting and upon the directives 
of DPO yester day a written test was 

conducted for the appointment of 
highly qualified and well-mannered 
staff across the district under a unique 
procedure to change the police station 
culture and appoint highly educated 
and well-mannered staff in the police 
station. A large number of head con-
stables across the district participated 
in the qualifying test. At the occasion, 
District Police Officer Haripur Mo-
hammad Umar Khan said that qual-
ified, educated and well-mannered 
staff is very important in the police 
station. The purpose of the test was to 
bring a positive change in the culture 
of the police station by appointing, 
experienced, qualified, educated and 
well-mannered staff. He said that pro-
vision of relief and justice to each cit-
izen should be motto of every police-
man. He said that we have to promote 
community policing which is only pos-
sible by adopting good and well man-
nered behavior with complainants and 
all others that’s why appointment of 
experienced, qualified, well educated 
and well-mannered staff in police sta-
tions is essential.
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Last month, the Oil Companies Advisory Council raised red flags over the clo-
sure of letters of credit for fuel imports and a potential fuel chain disruption. 
More than three dozen refineries had complained about the shortage of ex-
change reserves and refusal of private banks, predicting an eventual collapse of 
the supply chain. The oil industry continues to remain on this verge as arrang-
ing crude oil and petroleum products are proving especially difficult. With the 
currency depreciation and increased policy rate, challenges by the OCAC are 
being reported again. However, the policy ask by the association remains diffi-
cult to concede to. It is true that recent economic conditions have dented opera-
tions significantly and the severe impact of depreciation is not being contested. 
A persistent request to “recover losses” implies an increase in prices, which are 
already being adjusted frequently. For the general consumer, affordability has 
become impossible. Already, much leeway has been given to the sector and 
prices are being increased as much as possible. A recovery of industry losses 
is important and the inland freight equalization margin is also legitimate as an 
ask, but the unaffordability crisis will hamper consumer livelihoods, well-being, 
and day-to-day life to an excruciating extent. It is true that Pakistan’s oil refin-
ing industry produces critical fuels and must be invested in them as it could 
strengthen the economy by import substitutions. Likewise, we spent $4.9 billion 
in FY23 on importing petroleum and diesel. Compare this with the surge in in-
ternational barrel prices, it is no surprise that operations have become difficult. 
However, investments and recovery of losses at the moment are increasingly 
difficult, and the reform can only be undertaken in the long term. For now, the 
aim is to stay afloat. Therefore, the path forward is difficult. On one hand, we 
cannot afford a collapse of an industry so integral to functioning but the public 
must also be shielded from price hikes as much as they can. Already, all indus-
tries are struggling and more than that, the brunt of the burden is being faced 
by the public. It is hoped that a mechanism for recovery will be brainstormed 
that does minimal damage to citizens.

Oil Industry Crisis

TikTok is the most successful social 
media app to emerge in the past de-
cade. A huge phenomenon among 
young people, TikTok has established 
itself as the single most download-
ed application in the world, becom-
ing a staple in many people’s lives in 
the same way other platforms, such 
as Facebook, managed in the past. 
However, not everyone is happy. One 
unique characteristic of TikTok is 
that it’s the first non-American social 
media app to ever gain worldwide as-
cendancy. Even more importantly, it’s 
Chinese, and as much as the applica-
tion isn’t political, its association with 
Beijing has landed it in the line of fire. 
A US House committee has just voted 
to forward an act which, if signed into 
law, will give the president power to 
ban TikTok as he wishes. Likewise, 
US President Joe Biden himself has 
ordered the application removed from 
all federally owned devices, a move 
which has been copied by some oth-
er Western countries. The claim is, 
because TikTok is “Chinese-owned,” 
it must be a “national security risk.” 
The most hawkish US senators, such 
as Josh Hawley and Marco Rubio, 
have never disguised their intentions 
to have it banned completely in the 
United States, and who can forget that 
the Trump administration already at-
tempted to do so but was unsuccess-
ful after the move was challenged in 
court? Of course, there isn’t any seri-
ous evidence of a “security risk” posed 
by TikTok – only guilt by association, 
since the app is Chinese. The firm 
has worked hard, and devotes enor-
mous amounts of money to lobbying 
and marketing to prove the opposite. 

Apparently, that is not enough to stop 
the tide of paranoia sweeping in its 
direction. The reality? The US just 
isn’t rational when it comes to dealing 
with China. American political culture 
is deeply affected by ‘McCarthyist’ 
scaremongering, and when there are 
not enough solid facts available to jus-
tify an aggressive political decision, 
such decisions are made based on 
emotional statements. These emotion-
al statements are most often related 
to fear or hatred, and trumped up as 
necessary to manufacture public con-
sent. This is a ‘post-truth’ world, and 
China is on the other side of it. Over 
the past few years, the US has devel-
oped an aversion to anything coming 
out of China that has attained global 
success. US foreign policy is now ob-
sessed with trying to contain China at 
all costs, especially in the field of high-
end technologies which, if Beijing is 
allowed to succeed, will enormously 
deplete US power and influence. The 
US has subsequently “entity listed” 
or blacklisted thousands of Chinese 
companies. Recent measures include 
targeting Beijing’s entire semiconduc-
tor industry. This was after Washing-
ton set out to cripple Huawei. As the 
US pursues the Chinese companies it 
seeks to take down, it levels the same 
vague allegations at them, claim-
ing that they are a “national security 
threat,” and that through their “asso-
ciation” with the Chinese government, 
there is a risk that the technology will 
be used to take your data and spy on 
them. These allegations can get as silly 
as claiming Chinese-made fridges can 
spy on people. Never in this ‘debate’ 
is any solid evidence ever provided. 

The US just simply says so again and 
again, until it becomes an established 
trope in popular discourse, is parroted 
by the mainstream media, and steers 
the public debate in allied countries to 
get the foreign policy outcomes that 
Washington wants. This is precise-
ly how the US was able to convince 
allied countries to exclude Huawei 
from its 5G networks. However, it still 
remains unclear if the Biden adminis-
tration will actually ban TikTok coun-
trywide. First, it is because, as much 
as it is a hugely successful Chinese ap-
plication, the reality is that the stakes 
of TikTok’s success are not strategic. 
It does not alter the balance of power 
between the US or China in a dynamic 
which can have military implications, 
at least not in a way that something 
such as semiconductors can. Sec-
ondly, such a ban can have shocking 
reverberations for freedom of speech 
and there is a serious argument that 
it may be unconstitutional. Case in 
point, the previous attempts to ban 
Chinese applications by the Trump 
administration, including WeChat 
and TikTok itself, were blocked in the 
courts. This sets a precedent regard-
less of any bill the US Congress may 
pass. Given this, it is clear that the ob-
session over TikTok is nothing more 
than collective mass hysteria, the 
same mass hysteria which pervades 
all things related to China in the US 
today. However, whether this will ever 
lead to substantial policy outcomes in 
the TikTok case remains to be seen, 
and if it ever did, it would likely pro-
voke outrage and cost Biden a genera-
tion of young voters.
Courtesy: RT

The aim of the UN mission in Libya 
has always been to help the country 
reach the end of the transitional period 
which has been in progress since the 
2011 civil war ended. Each UN envoy 
tried in his or her own way to reach 
that goal through complicated negotia-
tions, committees and subcommittees. 
To-date, all have failed. The latest such 
initiative was the subject of UN envoy 
Abdoulaye Bathily’s briefing to the UN 
Security Council on 27 February. The 
proposal envisions what Bathily called 
a “High-level Steering Panel for Libya” 
which would bring together all “rele-
vant Libyan stakeholders,” including 
representatives of political institutions, 
major political figures, tribal leaders, 
civil society organisations, security ac-
tors, women and youth representatives. 
That panel will, in the envoy’s words, 
facilitate the adoption of the “legal 
framework and time-bound roadmap” 
aimed at holding concurrent presiden-
tial and parliamentarian elections later 
this year. The biggest problem in the 
initiative is that it was built upon the as-
sumption that the House of Represen-
tatives (HoR) and the Higher Council of 
State (HCS) would disagree, as is usu-
ally the case, when it comes to adopting 
the “legal framework” and a roadmap 
for elections. However, the HCS voted 
unexpectedly during an extraordinary 
session on 2 March, to approve the 
amendment of the Constitutional Decla-
ration adopted by parliament, thus pav-
ing the way for elections to take place. 
The two chambers are yet to agree on 
the details in which the devil always 
lurks beneath the surface, though, so 
further agreement is unlikely under the 
prevailing political atmosphere Libya.
Some observers think that this sudden 
decision by the HCS, which usually 
rejects whatever the HoR decides, is 
another clever attempt to pre-empt and 
basically block Bathily’s initiative. If the 

HoR and HCS agree about elections, 
then there is no need for his “High-level 
Steering Panel”. Both chambers would, 
in effect, have been bypassed by the 
Panel the moment that they disagreed 
about election-related laws that they 
are supposed to produce, so it is in their 
interest for the envoy’s initiative to stall. 
The HoR issued a statement criticising 
some of the points raised by Bathily. 
In his brief to the Security Council he 
pointed the finger of blame at Libya’s 
parliament for not providing the legal 
framework for the botched 24 Decem-
ber 2021 elections. The HoR statement 
defended its position and accused the 
envoy of “misrepresenting the facts” 
when he told the Security Council that 
the disagreements between the HoR 
and HCS over the 13th Constitutional 
Declaration Amendment “persisted” 
and the amendment itself remains 
“controversial” since it did not address 
the issue of eligibility for presidential 
contestants. Now both chambers claim 
that they are in agreement on this mat-
ter. It’s true that the amendment did 
not say specifically who is eligible and 
under what conditions any individual 
can stand for president, but that has 
already been settled in law no.1/2021 
which has neither been annulled nor 
amended. Clause Two of Article Ten 
of the law clearly states, among other 
things, that any presidential hopeful 
should not hold dual nationality on the 
day that the presidential election takes 
place. Moreover, the amended Consti-
tutional Declaration said repeatedly 
that the details of elections laws must 
be dealt with in specifically-adopted 
laws and not necessarily be included 
in the constitutional document itself. 
Bathily appeared to have ignored the 
fact that two elections laws were adopt-
ed in preparation for the 2021 elections 
which were not held. The dual national-
ity issue, as well as other matters, could 

easily torpedo the elections for the sec-
ond time. At least six individuals out of 
the 98 who registered as candidates for 
the thwarted 2021 presidential election 
are believed to have dual nationality, 
including General Khalifa Haftar. The 
HCS has repeatedly opposed the idea 
of allowing anyone holding dual na-
tionality to run for president. Its chair-
man, Khaled Al-Mishri, has said on 
more than one occasion that Haftar 
cannot be a presidential candidate un-
less he gives up his US passport. In-
deed, at least two current Libyan laws 
ban anyone with dual nationality from 
holding any public office except under 
very specific conditions, let alone being 
president of the country. Regardless of 
the criticism of Bathily’s initiative and 
its shortcomings, the majority of Liby-
ans want concurrent presidential and 
legislative elections this year. They are 
still angry because the 2021 elections 
were postponed indefinitely. At the 
same time, both chambers are resented 
by the majority of Libyans as they have 
overstayed their mandate: the HCS 
was elected ten years ago while the 
HoR was elected in 2014. Not only has 
their legitimacy long since eroded, but 
they are, in the minds of Libyans, also 
associated with corruption, nepotism 
and misappropriation of public funds. 
In any upcoming elections, most cur-
rent members of both houses are likely 
to be defeated. Whether or not the sud-
den HoR and HCS agreement is a trap 
for the UN envoy or a sincere effort to 
end the long transitional period in Lib-
ya, we will know when the date is set 
for the elections. Nevertheless, what is 
clear is that even if elections take place 
this summer, as hoped, they will only 
be another intermediate phase of the 
political evolution on the way towards a 
stable and openly agreed political pow-
er structure.
Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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 US attempts to ban TikTok are not about ‘security’ 
— By Timur Fomenko

Will a sudden agreement in Libya mean elections this year?
— By Dr Mustafa Fetouri

RUSSIA views Afghanistan primarily 
through the lens of security risks to itself 
and its Central Asian neighbours, over 
which Moscow seeks soft supremacy. 
After Ukraine, Afghanistan is another 
significant factor in Russia’s complex 
and tense ties with the United States 
and NATO. Beginning in the early 
2010s, Russia explored diplomatic ave-
nues to influence Afghanistan’s political 
climate. Moscow increased its outreach 
efforts as the United States and NATO 
withdrew their presence and the Taliban 
slowly gained momentum across the 
nation. As a result, Russia established a 
number of diplomatic initiatives, which 
were frequently organised as rival con-
versation platforms to efforts conduct-
ed by the West. Russia developed the 
Moscow format of regional peace ne-
gotiations on Afghanistan with Taliban 
involvement in 2017 and an informal 
inter-Afghan forum under the auspices 
of Afghan Diaspora organisations in 
Russia in 2019. The meeting brought 
together the leaders of numerous key 
movements and factions of the old Af-
ghan Northern Alliance, Mujahideen 
groups, and the Taliban to examine the 
chances for peace. Even though the 
Taliban remained on the official Rus-
sian list of terrorist organisations, these 
measures were implemented. The Chi-
nese-Russian-US discussion, a cooper-
ative project that developed out of the 
US-Russian dialogue on Afghanistan, 
was a comparable attempt. Midway 
through 2019, this format was expand-
ed to include Pakistan. In 2019, US and 
Russian special envoys for Afghanistan 
began meeting regularly. Moscow sup-
ported US-Taliban talks late in 2018 but 
opposing any peace plan without Rus-
sia. In February 2019, the Taliban-US 
Doha talks restarted, changing Rus-
sia-Taliban ties. Russia abandoned lim-
ited collaboration for full engagement. 
As Afghan MPs and Taliban members 
met in Moscow to celebrate 100 years of 
Russia-Afghanistan diplomatic relations 
in May 2019. Additionally, Russia was 
the first to negotiate with the Taliban 
after the US left Afghanistan to protect 
its regional interests. There are import-
ant factors that prevent Russia from 
downplaying Afghanistan’s importance 
in terms of its foreign policy goals. One 
is the risk of turmoil in Central Asia due 
to the Taliban’s ascent and U.S. and 
NATO military withdrawal. Russia wor-
ries about the Taliban administration 
in Afghanistan inspiring terrorism and 

insurgent activity in Uzbekistan and 
Kyrgyzstan. It distrusts Central Asian 
states and its capacity to protect the 
region from a Taliban inspiration. It be-
lieves the present surge in terrorism in 
Afghanistan and Pakistan might spread 
and affect the CARs. Afghan drug traf-
ficking is another threat. Russia has 
recently changed from being a large 
drug transit country to becoming an im-
portant consumer of opiates and heroin 
from Afghanistan. Russia uses some-
what less heroin than Europe com-
bined, according to the UN (70 tonnes 
versus 88 tons). 30,000–40,000 of the 
100,000 drug users that die each year 
are Russian. As the Taliban fell and coa-
lition soldiers entered Afghanistan, drug 
manufacturing expanded significantly. 
Due to Islamic State-rising Khorasan’s 
attacks in Afghanistan, Russia is con-
cerned about its nationals’ safety. Last 
September, the terrorist group explod-
ed a suicide bomb outside the Russian 
Embassy in Kabul, killing two employ-
ees and several Afghan visa applicants. 
At the beginning of this month, Russia 
invited regional powers to Moscow for 
multilateral discussions on Afghanistan. 
These powers included China, India, 
Iran, Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz-
stan, Uzbekistan and Pakistan. Accord-
ing to his office, Russian President Vlad-
imir Putin spoke at the beginning of the 
fifth international dialogue on how to 
build peace and stability in Afghanistan. 
He stated that there are conflicts “not far 
from Russia, including on the Ukrainian 
track,” but that these do “not reduce the 
significance” of the situation in Afghan-
istan, and that Russia does not want 
“more points of tension” on its south-
ern borders. Mr Putin also noted that 
“international terrorist organizations” 
like Al-Qaeda are “stepping up their ac-
tivity” in Afghanistan. Pakistan skipped 
Russia’s international Afghanistan con-
ference this year whereas on the other 
hand, India made sure that its anti-Pa-
kistan stance on Afghanistan was heard 
well. Pakistan’s foreign ministry spokes-
man Mumtaz Zahra Baloch explained 
Islamabad’s absence from the Mos-
cow meeting during the weekly press 
briefing. She said Pakistan didn’t go 
because it thinks it can contribute more 
to Afghanistan peace efforts elsewhere. 
Pakistan is working on a quadrilateral 
(US, China, Russia, Pakistan) platform 
to address Afghanistan’s peace and sta-
bility and the danger of terrorism.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Russia worries about Afghanistan
— By Gul-e-Ayesha Bhatti

Silent killer  
Myocardial infection is a silent kill-
er. It is the leading cause of death, 
claiming 50,000 lives each day, 
which means it kills one person 
every 1.7 seconds. This disease is 
caused by high cholesterol levels 
in the body, which is why doctors 
recommend checking your choles-
terol levels when you turn 40 years 
old. Cholesterol can accumulate in 

the coronary artery, which is made 
up of three layers: the inner layer, 
the middle layer, and the outer lay-
er. The inner layer of the coronary 
artery is thin, making it easier for 
cholesterol to accumulate there. The 
middle layer, on the other hand, is 
thick, and when cholesterol builds 
up between the inner and middle 
layers, it creates a blockage that 
prevents blood from reaching the 

heart muscle. When blood supply 
to the heart muscle is disrupted, the 
heart cannot contract and relax, and 
when this happens, blood supply to 
the entire body is affected, ultimate-
ly resulting in death. The only way 
to prevent this disease is to monitor 
your cholesterol levels regularly.

– Dadshah Bahadur
– Quetta
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ISLAMABAD (APP):  Federal Minister 
for Commerce, Syed Naveed Qamar 
here on Thursday stressed the need 
for enhancing bilateral trade volume 
between Pakistan and United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). During a meeting 
with UAE Ambassador to Pakistan, 
Hamad Obaid Ibrahim Salem Al-Zaa-
bi, the minister highlighted that there 
was huge potential for cooperation 
between the two countries in the field 
of renewable energy, agricultural, tex-

tile meat of bovine animals, petroleum 
oils and hospitality sectors. He also ob-
served that trade volume between two 
countries stood at just US$ 10,033.05 

million in FY-2022. The trade included 
US$1369.83 million exports to UAE 
and US$ 8663.22 million imports into 
the country. He said, the existing trade 
volume did not match the actual po-
tential of both the countries and need-
ed to be increased. UAE ambassador 
agreed with the minister’s point of 
view and said Pakistan and UAE have 
religious, durable, historical and coop-
erative relations which needed to be 
enhanced with bilateral trade.

Chief of the Naval staff visits PAF Air War College Institute

No permanent peace in South Asia without 
Kashmir solution: APHC

Maryam Nawaz to address PML-N organizational 
convention in Faisalabad today: Marriyum

5,500 fine tickets issued over non-registration of vehicles

PM orders interrupted power supply  
in Ramazan’s Sehr, Iftar hours

Intelligent Transport System successfully tested 
on M-11 Motorway

Three arrested for running illegal LPG agencies

ANF recovers over 14 kg drugs; arrests five

PML-N only able to steer country out of ‘crises: Talal

PEMRA bans Dr Shahid Masood’s TV show for 2 weeks

Flour Mills Association agrees to provide 
subsidized flour in Ramazan

IUB  VC Engr Prof Dr Athar Mahboob meets 
Consul General, Republic of Turkiye, Karachi

ISLAMABAD (APP): Admiral Mu-
hammad Amjad Khan Niazi, Chief 
of the Naval Staff, Pakistan Navy 
visited PAF Air War College Insti-
tute, Faisal. On his arrival, he was 
received by Air Vice Marshal Hus-
sain Ahmed Siddiqui, President Air 
War College Institute. The Chief 
Guest congratulated the AWCI 
team for achieving the educational 
standards worthy of an institute of 
the highest calibre and emphasized 
upon the importance of preparing 
future military leadership capable 
to face modern day challenges of 
aerial warfare. Addressing the Air 
War Course participants, CNS paid 
rich tribute to the role and sacrific-
es of Pakistan Armed Forces for the 
defence and security of the moth-
erland. Chief of the Naval Staff 
highlighted that in the current era, 
the requirements for gaining knowl-
edge are rapidly evolving and the 

only way to attain modern education 
is solely based on the acquisition of 
high-tech skills at par with contem-
porary requirements. He further 
said, “huge responsibility lies on the 
shoulders of future leadership of 
the armed forces to prepare them-
selves in line with upcoming hybrid 
perils and future warfare dynamics. 
Continuous quality training and its 
practical application in response to 
realistic scenarios form the basis for 
countering global strategic competi-
tion and emerging regional dynam-
ics in warfare.” The Naval Chief fur-
ther accentuated that we must keep 
abreast to the latest trends of emerg-
ing technology and should prepare 
ourselves to deal with hybrid con-
flicts, coercion and cyber warfare.  
He also emphasized the importance 
of jointness in achieving military 
objectives in today’s rapidly trans-
forming warfare.

ISLAMABAD (APP): All Parties 
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) in In-
dian illegally occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir has said that the blood of 
Kashmiris will not go waste and they 
will get freedom from the illegal rule 
of India. The APHC spokesman in a 
statement issued in Srinagar said 
that peace cannot be established in 
South Asia until the Kashmir dis-
pute is resolved in accordance with 
the United Nations resolutions and 
aspirations of the Kashmiri people, 
Kashmir Media Service reported. 
He said India has been committing 
the worst kind of human rights vio-
lations in IIOJK and the United Na-

tions and other international rights 
organizations must show serious-
ness to settle the lingering Kash-
mir dispute and raise their voices 
for the rights of the Kashmiris. He 
added that the only easy solution to 
the Kashmir dispute was holding an 
impartial referendum in Jammu and 
Kashmir as per the United Nations 
resolutions for which a favorable at-
mosphere needs to be created. The 
APHC spokesperson said Kashmiris 
have been facing Indian atrocities 
for the past 73 years and if the Unit-
ed Nations still does not settle the 
dispute, the peace of the world may 
be in danger.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Spokesperson 
of Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) 
Marriyum Aurangzeb on Friday said 
that Senior Vice President and Chief 
Organizer of the party Maryam 
Nawaz will arrive today in Faisala-
bad on a two-day organizational vis-
it. Maryam Nawaz will address the 
organizational convention in Faisal-
abad today, she said in a statement.
Marriyum Aurangzeb, also Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting, 
said that PML-N Punjab President 
Rana Sanaullah Khan will also ac-
company Maryam Nawaz. She said 
that the organizational meeting of 

the party will be held in Faisalabad 
tomorrow which would be attend-
ed by local presidents and general 
secretaries of the party. The organi-
zational structure and performance 
of the party will be reviewed in the 
meeting, she said. During the vis-
it, she said, Maryam Nawaz will 
also meet the PML-N social media, 
women and youth wing members. 
Maryam Nawaz had started na-
tionwide organizational tours from 
February 1 and so far visited Baha-
walpur, Multan, Abbottabad, Rawal-
pindi, Sargodha, Sahiwal Divisions 
and Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad 
Capital Traffic Police (ICTP) has 
launched a massive crackdown 
against unregistered vehicles and 
issued 5,500 fine tickets during the 
ongoing year. Police spokesman said 
that ICTP issued tickets to 5,500 un-
registered vehicles and motorcycles. 
He said that special enforcement 
squads have been constituted which 
are conducting checking of unregis-
tered vehicles at different points of 
the city. Chief Traffic Officer Syed 
Mustafa Tanveer is leading the cam-
paign initiated on the directions of 

Inspector General of Police (IGP) Is-
lamabad Dr. Akbar Nasir Khan. Cit-
izens are also requested to get their 
vehicles registered at the earliest 
and affix the number plates on their 
vehicles issued only by the Excise 
and Taxation department. He said 
that ICTP would show no leniency 
in this regard. Moreover, special 
points have been erected at differ-
ent boulevards of the city, in order 
to monitor the movement of the un-
registered vehicles. All zonal DSP’s 
have been given special directions 
to ensure the implementation of law.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Friday issued spe-
cial instructions to ensure uninterrupt-
ed supply of electricity during the hours 
of Sehr and Iftar in Ramazan. The 

prime minister gave the direction in a 
meeting with Chairman Lahore Elec-
tric Supply Company (LESCO) Hafiz 
Nauman. The step will facilitate the 
fasting people during the holy month.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a major 
breakthrough in the field of intelligent 
transport systems, NHMP has tested 
a successful proof of concept on the 
M11 North Sialkot motorway in co-
ordination with the Frontier Works 
Organization (FWO) and the National 
Highway Authority (NHA). According 
to the details issued by NHMP, camer-
as would be installed every 10 to 15 ki-
lometres which will capture violations 
by vehicles and then the data will be 
conveyed to different forums for the 
efficient collection of fine money. The 
information of violation will travel to 
the violator himself if he is an M tag 
holder while in the second tier, the 

information will go to the next patrol 
vehicle that can easily stop the violat-
ing vehicle and in the third-tier infor-
mation will go to our control room. 
The violation data will also be trans-
mitted to a national repository, where 
demerit points will be deducted from 
the licensing crisis, eventually leading 
to the license cancellation. Toll plazas 
would also be equipped with sensitive 
digital equipment which will receive 
violation information, and drivers will 
be required to pay fines and taxes sep-
arately. Vehicles that do not adhere to 
the motorway’s rules, will be chased 
and heavy fines would be imposed on 
them.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Rawalpindi Po-
lice have arrested three shopkeepers 
on charges of violating safety mea-
sures and decanting LPG (liquefied 
petroleum gas) illegally in various 
parts of the district. A police spokes-
person said that the police raided at il-
legal LPG refilling points and arrested 
three shopkeepers from Gungmandi 
and Kalar Syedan Police Station ar-
eas namely Ghulam Mustafa, Pir Mu-
hammad and Rashid while they were 
illegally decanting gas. He said the 

accused were sent behind the bars. 
Police have registered cases against 
all the accused while further investiga-
tions are underway, he added. He said 
Rawalpindi Police on the directives of 
Senior Superintendent of Police Oper-
ations Rawalpindi Muhammad Amir 
Khan Niazi were conducting raids to 
check and stop the illegal business of 
LPG in Rawalpindi district as a large 
number of gas refilling shops were not 
following the safety measures and put-
ting the lives of the citizens at risk.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) while conducting 
five operations in different areas of 
the country managed to recover over 
14 kg of drugs and arrested five ac-
cused, said an ANF Headquarters 
spokesman here on Friday. He in-
formed that ANF in an operation at 
Islamabad International Airport re-
covered 38 heroin-filled capsules from 
the possession of a passenger resident 
of Upper Dir, going on flight no ER-
703. In another operation at Lahore 
International Airport, ANF recovered 
795 intoxicated tablets from the pos-
session of a Dubai-bound passenger 

going on flight no XY-318. In the third 
operation, ANF foiled a bid to smug-
gle drugs from Dera Ismail Khan to 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad and recovered 
2. 120 kg charras from the posses-
sion of a drug smuggler, a resident of 
Dera Ismail Khan. In the fourth oper-
ation conducted near Orangi Banaras 
Chowk Karachi, ANF recovered 
11.600 kg charras from the possession 
of a drug trafficker, a resident of Kara-
chi. The spokesman informed that in 
the fifth operation near Quetta Ganj 
Chowk, ANF seized one kg of charras 
from the possession of an accused 
who is a resident of Quetta.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Mus-
lim League-Nawaz (PMLN) senior 
leader Talal Chaudhry on Friday 
claimed that Nawaz Sharif was still 
the most popular leader among 
the people and only PML-N can 
bring the country out of the crisis. 
Talking to a private news channel, 
he criticized that it was the PML-N 
leadership that dared to face courts 
and jails in false cases. He said that 
despite all the conspiracies of Imran 

Khan, the nation always supported 
the Pakistan Muslim League (N) in 
the elections, adding, there was no 
comparison between Nawaz Sharif 
and PTI’s Chairman Imran Khan. 
He further said that the nation 
knows better the difference between 
a leader and a jackal. Replying to a 
question about inflation, he claimed 
the PTI chief was responsible for 
economic destruction and inflation 
in the country.

ISLAMABAD (APP):The Pakistan 
Electronic Media Regulatory Au-
thority (PEMRA) on Friday banned 
airing of a programme “Live with Dr. 
Shahid Masood” on GNN channel 
for two weeks and with immediate 
effect. The show was banned in the 
backdrop of a false news shared by 
political analyst Dr. Shahid Masood 
who also made baseless comments 
regarding the aid given by the Sindh 
government to the earthquake vic-
tims of T�rkiye in the program aired 

on February 16, 2023. According to 
PEMRA, those comments caused 
“irreparable damage to the diplo-
matic relationship between the two 
brotherly countries”, as was cited in 
the International media for propa-
ganda against Pakistan. The content 
aired in the said program was based 
on a clip taken from social media. A 
show-cause notice was issued to the 
channel on February 20, 2023 and 
an opportunity was given for a for-
mal personal hearing.

KOHAT (APP): The District Flour 
Mills Association has agreed to 
provide subsidized flour during the 
Holy month of Ramzan in Sasta 
Bazaar. It was agreed in a meeting 
with District food Controller Aftab 
Umar and members of the Flour 
Mills Association, held here on Fri-
day. The meeting was arranged on 
the special instruction of Deputy 

Commissioner Azmatullah Wazir. 
The meeting discussed ensuring the 
supply of government flour to the 
public in Ramazan Sasta Bazaar at 
Rs 640 per 10kg. The members of 
the Flour Mills Association assured 
that there would be no compromise 
on the quantity of flour and maxi-
mum relief would be provided to the 
masses.

BAHAWALPUR: Islamia Universi-
ty Bahawalpur Engr. Prof. Dr. Athar 
Mahboob, Vice Chancellor the Isla-
mia University of Bahawalpur meets 
with His Excellency Cemal Sangu, 
Consul General, Republic of Turkiye, 
Karachi. On this occasion, matters 
relevant to academic collaboration 
between the Islamia University of Ba-
hawalpur and Turkish Higher Educa-
tion institutions were discussed. The 
Islamia University of Bahawalpur is 
already engaged with various Turk-

ish universities through MoUs of joint 
academic and research endeavours, 
faculty and students exchange pro-
grammes. It was agreed on the both 
sides, that already existing ties will 
be further strengthened and new ave-
nues of cooperation will be explored.

Naveed Qamar urges for strengthening bilateral trade with UAE

Motorcyclist killed

IRSA releases 85,600 
cusecs water

Six killed in  
tractor-trolley tragedy

10 suspects held; arms, 
drug recovered

Newly-appointed CEO 
health assumes charge

FAISALABAD (APP): A motorcyclist 
was killed in a road mishap in the 
area of Sahianwala police station. 
Rescue 1122 spokesman said here on 
Friday that Ramzan Boota (42) resi-
dent of Farooqabad received serious 
head injuries when his two-wheeler 
slipped due to over-speeding near 
Chak 142-RB Choti Ghartal, Sangla 
Hill Road.He died on the spot. Police 
took the body into custody while fur-
ther investigation was underway.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on Friday 
released 85,600 cusecs water from 
various rim stations with inflow of 
55,800 cusecs. According to the data 
released by IRSA, water level in Riv-
er Indus at Tarbela Dam was 1438.91 
feet and was 40.91 feet higher than 
its dead level of 1,398 feet. Water 
inflow and outflow in the dam was 
recorded as 22,900 cusecs while 
outflow as 48,000 cusecs. The wa-
ter level in River Jhelum at Mangla 
Dam was 1103.65 feet, which was 
53.65 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 17,300 cusecs 
and 22,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 51,400, 39,200, 31,900 and 9,000 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 7,400 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
3,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala.

DG KHAN (APP): At least six dev-
otees drowned and an unknown 
number are feared dead after a trac-
tor-trolley skidded off the road and 
fell into a canal at Basiti Bhanda 
near Choti Zareen DG Khan on Fri-
day. Rescue 1122 Regional Emergen-
cy Officer (REO), Dr Nattiq Hayyat 
Ghalzai told APP that the trolley was 
loaded with devotees mostly women 
and kids who were going to visit a 
shrine. He quoted an eyewitness say-
ing that the trolley was packed to ca-
pacity. He stated that six bodies were 
fished out so far while scuba divers 
were trying to trace other devotees.

KOHAT (APP): The district police 
and Elite force on Friday conduct-
ed joint search operations in areas 
around Kohat University and District 
Jail here and apprehended 10 sus-
pects, including two drug peddlers. 
During the operation, two pistols, 
dozens of cartridges and two kg of 
hashish were recovered from the 
possession of the arrested persons, 
said the spokesman of district police. 
A heavy contingent of police and 
elite force participated in the search 
operation under the leadership of 
DSP Sadar Saifur Rahman and SHO 
Jarma Saifullah. Women police and 
officials of intelligence agencies 
were also involved in the operation.

SARGODHA (APP): Newly-appointed 
Chief Executive Officer Health Authori-
ty Sarodha Dr Mushtaq Bashir on Friday 
assumed his office. After taking charge, 
he visited the Tehsil Headquarters Hos-
pital 46-SB and checked facilities being 
provided to patients. He also checked 
the staff attendance and inspected 
cleanliness situation in the hospital. All 
possible resources would be utilized to 
provide the best health facilities to the 
massesin the district,he vowed.
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President for enhanced focus of dentists on prevention,  
awareness of oral hygiene

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Friday said that as cu-
rative dentistry had more financial 
implications, particularly for a devel-
oping country like Pakistan, dentists 
should think out of the box to pro-
mote preventive dentistry through 
public awareness of oral hygiene. The 
president, addressing the inaugural 
ceremony of the International Oral 
Pathology and Aesthetic Dentistry 
Conference held here, said preven-
tive healthcare was more important 
as tertiary care was costlier and un-
affordable for Pakistan. Urging the 
participants comprising oral pathol-
ogists, dentists, professors and stu-
dents, he said that regular brushing of 
teeth provided almost 99% of preven-
tion from oral diseases. He said Holy 

Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) also 
taught the frequent use of Miswak 
as had been evident from around 
20 Ahadith. The president, also a 
renowned dentist, shared the suc-
cess stories of his career in dentistry 
which marked massive awareness 
campaigns on oral health which cre-
ated a win-win situation for both the 

private partners as well as the field 
of dentistry. Highlighting the impor-
tance of dentistry, he urged dentists to 
establish their collaboration with the 
people to promote oral hygiene and 
recalled the successful oral hygiene 
campaign run during the COVID-19 
pandemic in collaboration with all the 
relevant stakeholders.

Man kills himself, minor 
daughter over domestic 

problems

‘Social welfare deptt 
taking steps for poor’

Crackdown against 
profiteers, trespassers

Anti-polio drive in 13 
districts from Mar 13

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): A man 
committed suicide along with his mi-
nor daughter by jumping into Abu 
Zehbi canal over domestic issues, res-
cuers said. Muhammad Saleem s/o 
Muhammad Ramzan, 52, drowned 
along with 3-year-old Zoha, resident 
of Mohala Katra Ahmed Khan into 
150 feet deep canal water. Rescue 
staff reached out to the spot and the 
search operation was continued until 
the filing of this report.

SARGODHA (APP): The Social wel-
fare and Baitul Mal is working on a 
war footing basis to serve the deserv-
ing and the poor to raise their living 
standard. This was said by Divisional 
Director Social Welfare and Bait-ul-
Mall Shakra Noreen while talking to 
APP here on Friday. She said six in-
stitutions, including Sanatzar, Mini 
Sanatzar Shahpurr, Dar-ul-Amman, 
Dar-ul-Falah, Model Children Home 
and Kashana, were working under 
the Social Welfare department while 
Community Development Sargodha, 
Bhalwal, Bhera and Shahpur Com-
munity development centres were 
also working for welfare of the mass-
es. She said during the financial year 
2021-22, 372 beneficiaries got train-
ing in Sanatzar Sargodha and 210 
were trained in Mini Sanatzar Shah-
pur.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory (ICT) administration 
on Friday held a crackdown against 
profiteers, professional beggars, tres-
passers and arrested five on over-
charging. The administration during 
the inspection at 134 different areas, 
fined Rs. 12500, sealed shops over 
unhygienic standards and profiteer-
ing while shifted seven professional 
beggars to police station, said press 
release. During the crackdown the 
teams also removed illegal perma-
nent and temporarily encroachments 
at Mandi Mor, IJP Road and Main 
Murree Road Barakahu, the adminis-
tration also arrested two trespassers 
and First Information Report (FIR) 
was also filed against one accused on 
violation.

LAHORE (APP): The anti-polio campaign 
in 13 districts of Punjab would start from 
March 13 and as many as 11.35 million 
children up to the age of five years would 
be immunized. The campaign will last for 
seven days in Lahore, Rawalpindi, and 
Faisalabad and for five days in Bahawal-
pur, Bhakkar, DG Khan, Layyah, Mian-
wali, Multan, Rajanpur, Rahim Yar Khan, 
Sheikhupura and Sialkot. The Chief Sec-
retary Punjab Zahid Akhter Zaman stat-
ed while reviewed the arrangements in a 
meeting held at Civil Secretariat here on 
Friday. Caretaker Minister for Primary 
Healthcare Dr. Jamal Nasir, all divisional 
commissioners and deputy commission-
ers participated in the meeting through 
video link whereas the Secretary Spe-
cialized Healthcare, Secretary Primary 
Healthcare, officials of the health depart-
ment and representatives of international 
organizations working for polio eradica-
tion were also present.

PM greets President Xi Jinping on his  
3rd term in office

NHA, Distt admin ensuring compliance on  
prices, quality of food items at MSAs Women’s Council of SAARC Chamber  

holds conference and colorful fashion show on 
IWD2023

Campaign for registration of house servants and 
tenants in full swing

Pakistani women fully capable of progressing in 
all spheres: US official

Marriyum grieved over demise of senior  
journalist Tahir Najmi

Standing committee members visits  
Miza-e-Iqbal, Shakir Ali Museum

Sukkur admin sensitizing citizens to encourage 
tree plantation: MC

ISSI holds in-house session on 
‘Latest Developments on Arms Control & Disarmament’

Nine drug peddlers, bootleggers, illegal  
weapon holders netted

Police arrest four POs wanted in different cases

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Friday felici-
tated China’s President Xi Jinping 
on being elected for the position for 
third time. “The confidence of the 
Chinese people and parliament in 
President Xi Jinping is a recogni-
tion of his extraordinary leadership 
skills,” the Prime Minister said in a 
message of greetings on behalf of 
the government and people of Paki-
stan. President Xi Jinping was voted 
unanimously by the People Nation-
al People’s Congress (NPC), as the 
President of China for the next five 
years. Shehbaz Sharif said, “Presi-
dent Xi Jinping has become a symbol 
of China’s development and people’s 

prosperity. Under his leadership, 
China has become the world’s top 
economic power and this journey 
continues.” The prime minister said 
under the visionary leadership of 
President Xi Jinping, China was 
making remarkable achievements in 
every sphere, including education, 
health, agriculture, innovation, and 
technology.

ISLAMABAD (APP): National High-
way Authority (NHA) and the district 
administrations are taking strict mea-
sures to keep a check on the prices 
and quality of food items offered at 
Motorway Service Areas (MSAs), 
and have imposed more than Rs 11.2 
million in fines over non-compliance, 
since 2020. Talking to APP here on 
Friday, an official of the NHA said that 
the authority had increased the fine 
limits from Rs 10,000-100,000 to Rs 
50,000-250,000 at Service Areas and 
Rest Areas to curb overpricing. He 
said that service providers had been 

directed to display price lists duly 
notified by the relevant deputy com-
missioners at visible points in shops 
and eateries of Service/Rest Areas 
and filling stations. “The Punjab Food 
Authority (PFA) regularly checks the 
quality of edibles in all MSAs and 
imposes fines on licenses where the 
food is found to be sub-standard, ” he 
said. Moreover, the provincial govern-
ments had been requested to ensure 
the issuance of updated price lists on 
a quarterly basis so that the same may 
be enforced properly to safeguard the 
interests of the public.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Reporter): The 
Women’s Council of SAARC Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry or-
ganized a conference in Islamabad 
to celebrate International Women’s 
Day, focusing on gender focus in 
building the digital economy in Asia 
and women. A way to empower” was 
focused on. The theme of the semi-
nar was to discuss the empowerment 
of women through the digital econo-
my. Speaking on the occasion, Chief 
Guest Irfan Iqbal, President FPCCI 
said that the government should 
formulate policies to deal with so-
cio-economic obstacles in the way of 
women digital entrepreneurship. “In-
ternet connectivity, accessibility, and 
affordability are prerequisites for 
gender inclusion in the digital econ-
omy,” she emphasized on equitable 
digital infrastructure. Delivering the 
welcome address, Afsana Rahimi, 
Chairperson SCWEC (Afghanistan 
Chapter) highlighted the current sit-
uation of women entrepreneurs in 
Afghanistan, their participation in 
business, public presence, and the 
challenges they face after the pan-
demic. Speaking on the occasion, 
Zulfiqar Butt, Acting Secretary Gen-

eral, SCCI acknowledged the role of 
SCWEC and explained how it has 
promoted e-commerce, women start-
ups, digital media marketing tools 
and gender equality. Engages wom-
en from South Asia to promote smart 
innovations. The conference includ-
ed three sessions on “Evaluating the 
Role of E-Commerce in Supporting 
the Development of Women-Led En-
terprises in the Region”, “Barriers to 
Women’s Participation in the Digi-
tal Economy” and “Action Planning: 
Empowering Women”. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The campaign 
of Islamabad police ̀ Knock the Door’ 
is in full swing to register tenants 
as well as domestic servants and its 
teams are conducting door-to-door 
visits to ensure their registration. As 
per details, the Counter Terrorism 
Department (CTD) Islamabad reg-
istered 84 house servants and ten-
ants of 145 houses in jurisdiction of 
Shalimar Police Station during last 
24 hours. Police spokesman told on 
Friday that the purpose of this cam-
paign was to avoid any untoward inci-
dent by maintaining law and order in 

the Federal capital. He said that this 
exercise would help to keep a vigi-
lant eye on miscreants and suspects. 
However, the spokesman appealed 
the citizens to ask for the identity of 
a person if someone dressed in plain 
clothes comes to their house in order 
to collect the data. Unregistered em-
ployees and tenants could be involved 
in serious incidents like theft and rob-
bery by impersonating as a common 
citizen. He said that Islamabad Capi-
tal Police was trying to provide a safe 
environment to the citizens of the fed-
eral capital by using all its resources.

BUREWALA (APP): United States 
Consulate for Political and Econom-
ic Affairs Kathleen Gibilisco extolled 
Pakistani women’s capabilities, say-
ing that they should be extended 
opportunities to advance in every 
sphere of life. Addressing a ceremony 
at the Vehari Chamber of Commerce 
& Industry (VCCI) on Thursday, she 
commented that Pakistani women 

were in no way less capable than 
those of other countries. She lauded 
the role played by women in society 
and added that government should 
encourage them to become responsi-
ble citizens of the country. VCCI pres-
ident, Mian Khalid Hussain, Founder 
Hafiz Mahmood Ahmed, Secretary 
Mian Khursheed Ahmad and others 
were also present. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb on Friday expressed 
deep grief over the demise of senior 
journalist and Daily Express Editor 
Tahir Najmi. The minister, in a con-
dolence message, prayed to the Al-
mighty to rest the departed soul in 

eternal peace and grant courage to 
the bereaved family for bearing the 
irreparable loss with fortitude. Mar-
riyum said she was deeply saddened 
by hearing the sad news of Tahir 
Najmi’s death. His services for jour-
nalism would never be forgotten, she 
added.

LAHORE (APP): A delegation of 
the Senate Standing Committee on 
National Heritage and Culture un-
der the leadership of its Chairman 
Afnan Ullah Khan on Friday visited 
Mizar-e-Iqbal and Shakir Ali Muse-
um. The committee members placed 
a bouquet of flowers and recited 
Fatiha at Mizar-e-Iqbal where they 
were presented a guard of honour 
on their arrival. Dua was also offered 
for progress and prosperity of the 
country while Chairman Commit-

tee Afnan Ullah Khan recorded his 
impressions in the visitor’s Book. 
On this occasion, Afnan said: “ Alla-
ma Dr Muhammad Iqbal’s thought 
teaches us self-reliance”, adding that 
the government was trying to make 
Pakistan a prosperous and peaceful 
country according to the dream of 
Allama Iqbal. “More than a poet and 
philosopher, Allama Iqbal was real-
ly a visionary leader and one of the 
greatest intellectuals of all times”, he 
added.

SUKKUR (APP): Municipal Commis-
sioner (MC) Sukkur Municipal Ad-
ministration, Muhammad Ali Shaikh 
along with officials concerned in-
spected the sanitary conditions 
during visits to different areas here 
on Friday. Speaking on the occasion, 
the Municipal Commissioner said 
that there was a need to work active-
ly to ensure the provision of civic fa-
cilities to the masses. He also direct-
ed the officials concerned to ensure 
cleanliness and utilise all available 
resources to maintain a clean and 
healthy environment. Shaikh said 

that the municipal administration 
was organising various programmes 
to sensitise the citizens to encour-
age plantation and turn Sukkur city 
green, adding that it had prepared a 
proper plan which was being imple-
mented in the first week of March. 
He said the students, traders, social 
and political leaders and civil soci-
ety members were being encour-
aged to participate in the tree plan-
tation campaign. “Trees and plants 
are prime sources of environmental 
purification and beautification,” he 
added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Arms Con-
trol & Disarmament Centre (ACDC) 
of the Institute of Strategic Studies 
(ISSI) on Friday held an in-house 
session on “Latest Developments on 
Issues of Arms Control & Disarma-
ment” with Permanent Representa-
tive of Pakistan to the United Nations 
and other International Organisations 
in Geneva, Ambassador Khalil Hash-
mi. The discussion was chaired by 
Director General, ISSI, Ambassador 
(R) Sohail Mahmood, a news release 

said. Ambassador (R) Sohail Mah-
mood, in his welcome remarks, high-
lighted the obtaining global environ-
ment marked by revival of traditional 
geopolitics, great-power competition, 
military conflicts, existential threat 
posed by Climate Change, and an 
evidently weakening commitment to 
multilateralism. He noted that these 
dynamics had profound implications 
for international cooperation, includ-
ing on issues related to arms control 
and disarmament. (CD).

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Rawalpindi 
police in an action against suspected 
drug peddlers, bootleggers and illegal 
weapon holders here on Friday arrested 
nine besides recovering over 825 grams 
of charras, 21 bottles of liquor, 20 cans of 
beer, four 30-bore pistols, a Kalashnikov 
and ammunition from their possession. 

A police spokesperson said that Na-
seerabad police held Shakeel for having 
300 grams of charras and Saddar Police 
rounded up one Faisal for carrying 525 
grams of charras. Waris Khan police 
held Danish with 17 bottles of liquor and 
20 cans of beer while Taxila police netted 
Asif for possessing four liquor bottles.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Rawalpindi 
Police here on Friday arrested four 
proclaimed offenders (POs) want-
ed in different cases, said a police 
spokesman. He said Taxila po-
lice managed to arrest an accused 
namely Umar who was a PO and 
wanted in an attempt to murder 
case registered three days ago and 
two separate murder cases regis-
tered in February and September 
2022. He was allegedly involved in 

two murder cases of Danish and 
Adil, killed over old enmity. The 
spokesman informed that Rawat po-
lice in their operation arrested three 
POs namely Ghulam Rasool, Abdul-
lah and Sher Muhammad, wanted in 
an attempt to murder and a murder 
case registered on February 6 this 
year. Two accused wanted in the 
same case namely Sardar Khan and 
Haider were sent behind the bars  
earlier.
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UK microchip firms ask government for hundreds of millions
LONDON (Agencies): The boss of 
one of the UK’s leading microchip 
firms is calling for the government 
to invest “hundreds of millions” in 
the sector. Millions of products from 
cars to washing machines and mo-
biles rely on microchips also called 
semiconductors. Scott White, of 
Pragmatic Semiconductor, said 

without a huge funding boost UK 
firms will go abroad. The govern-
ment said it would soon publish 
its strategy to improve access to 
skills, facilities and tools. It comes 
as a new report says the UK gov-
ernment “must act now to secure 
the future of the vital UK semicon-
ductor industry”.a gold and silver 

trophy in the Brand Experience 
and Activation category. “We take 
pride in partnering with our agency 
partners, franchisees and teams to 
create work that makes Pizza Hut 
RED — Relevant, Easy and Distinc-
tive,” said Beverley D’Cruz, general 
manager, Middle East and Pakistan, 
Pizza Hut.

Top crypto exchange bans dollar and euro transfers from Russia

US to discourage Africa from doing business with Russia – official

Startup Wrap: MENA startups close to raising $1bn in funding in a single 
month after February boom

Silicon Valley Bank share slump rocks financial stocks

Schools and football help UK economy rebound

Saudi Aramco lays foundation stone for $7bn project in South Korea

Dubai Lynx announces Advertiser of the Year 2023

MOSCOW (Agencies): The world’s 
largest cryptocurrency exchange by 
trading volume, Binance, has barred 
Russia-based users from buying and 
selling US dollars and euros using its 
P2P (peer-to-peer) platform, Forbes 
reported on Wednesday.   The com-
pany attributed the decision to the 
latest round of Western sanctions 
against Russia, saying that trans-
actions in dollars and euros will be 

unavailable to any individuals resid-
ing in Russia regardless of nationali-

ty.   The exchange also banned users 
based in the EU from making trans-
fers in Russian rubles via the plat-
form, according to media reports. 
When trying to make a transaction in 
rubles, the platform prompts users to 
select a ‘local currency’ for P2P. “In 
order to continue using Binance P2P, 
users can choose other available fiat 
currencies,” a representative of the 
exchange told Forbes Russia.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): US Dep-
uty Treasury Secretary Wally Adeye-
mo is planning a trip to Africa, where 
he will press officials in Ghana, Nige-
ria, and another unnamed country to 
cut their business ties with Russia, he 
said on Wednesday. Speaking to ‘Pod 
Save the World’ host Ben Rhodes, 
Adeyemo said that the trip would 
take place this month. The goal of the 
trip, he explained, will be to convince 
those countries that the worldwide 

spike in food and energy prices is the 
fault of Russia, even though US Pres-
ident Joe Biden has admitted that 
Washington’s sanctions on Russia 

have raised costs in “an awful lot of 
countries.” “Our goal is to make very 
clear to [these] countries from an 
economic standpoint: your economic 
interests are aligned with Russia’s in-
vasion of Ukraine ending as soon as 
possible,” Adeyemo said.  The US is 
“trying to do everything we can to re-
duce the costs [that Africa is] facing 
due to this war,” he claimed, adding 
that Africans “should be asking Rus-
sia to do the same.”

CAIRO (Agencies): Startups in the 
Middle East and North Africa region 
raised $760 million across 48 deals in 
February 2023, twice the figure in the 
same period last year.  The funding 
value last month increased by 638 
percent month-on-month and the 
number of deals increased twofold 
to 48, according to Wamda’s month-
ly reports.  Egypt startups led Feb-
ruary’s rise, closing $422 million in 
funding with the vast majority of that 
thanks to fintech MNT-Halan rais-
ing $400 million in a single round.  

Saudi startups came in second with 
$316 million in funding across 13 
deals followed by Emirati startups 
at a distant third raising $8 million 
across seven agreements.  Egypt and 
Saudi Arabia saw a massive leap in 

funding amounts last month com-
pared to the month before, when just 
$3.4 million and $3.3 million were 
raised, respectively. The UAE saw 
a drop from $92.6 million raised in 
the first month of the year, with four 
acquisitions in February – namely 
Saudi-based e-commerce Noon’s 
purchase of UAE-based counterpart 
Namshi; Indian makeO’s acquisition 
of dental startup Smileneo; Saudi 
fintech Hala’s buying of fintech Pay-
mennt, and e&’s acquisition of UAE’s 
ServiceMarket.

SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies): 
Shares in banks around the world 
have slid after troubles at one US 
bank triggered fears of a wider prob-
lem for the financial sector. On Thurs-
day, shares in Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB), a key lender to technology 
start-ups, plunged after it announced 
plans to shore up its finances. This 
had a knock-on effect, with the four 
largest US banks losing more than 
$50bn in market value. Bank shares 

in Asia and Europe fell sharply on 
Friday. Among the UK banks, HSBC 
shares fell 5.6% and Barclay dropped 
3.5%. SVB’s shares saw their biggest 
one-day drop on record on Thursday 

as they plunged by more than 60% 
and lost another 20% in after-hours 
trade. The slide came a day after the 
bank announced a $2.25bn (£1.9bn) 
share sale to boost its finances. SVB 
launched the share sale after losing 
around $1.8bn when it offloaded a 
portfolio of assets, mainly US gov-
ernment bonds. But more concern-
ingly for the bank, some start-ups 
who have money deposited have 
been advised to withdraw funds.

LONDON (Agencies): The UK econo-
my grew by 0.3% in January as school 
attendance picked up and Premier 
League football returned after the 
World Cup, official figures show. Gross 
domestic product (GDP) - a key mea-
sure of all the activity of firms, govern-
ments and individuals - bounced back 
from a sharp fall in December. Growth 
was helped by a recovery in school 
attendance after more parents kept 

children home at the end of 2022. The 
data comes ahead of the Budget next 
Wednesday. Chancellor Jeremy Hunt 
will outline the government’s plan to 

boost UK economic growth. While 
there was a rebound in the month of 
January, the ONS figures also showed 
that the economy stagnated in the No-
vember to January period compared 
with the previous three months. Re-
acting to the latest figures, Mr Hunt 
said: “In the face of severe global chal-
lenges, the UK economy has proved 
more resilient than many expected, 
but there is a long way to go.”

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Aram-
co, through its affiliate S-Oil, broke 
ground on Thursday for the $7 billion 
Shaheen petrochemical project, the 
Gulf company’s biggest investment 
in Korea.  The petrochemical steam 
cracker, located in S-Oil’s existing site 
in South Korea’s industrial city of Ul-
san, is one of the biggest international 
downstream investments of Saudi Ar-
amco.  South Korean President Yoon 
and Aramco President and CEO Amin 

H. Nasser attended the groundbreak-
ing ceremony. “Shaheen is among 
Aramco’s biggest international down-
stream investments, representing a 
significant and sizeable step forward 

in our liquids-to-chemicals expansion 
and another major milestone in fur-
ther strengthening our presence in 
Korea,” Nasser said. Shaheen is Aram-
co’s biggest investment in South Ko-
rea to date and is expected to be one of 
the largest integrated steam crackers 
in the world. It is also the first major 
commercial deployment of Aramco’s 
thermal crude to chemicals technolo-
gy, that was developed in collaboration 
with Lummus Technology.

DUBAI (Agencies): Dubai Lynx, the 
Middle East’s festival and awards 
program for creative excellence in 
branded communications, has an-
nounced Yum! Brands as the 2023 
Advertiser of the Year. The Advertiser 
of the Year award is given to a brand 
that has distinguished itself through 
innovative marketing and embrac-
ing creative work produced by its 
agencies, according to a company 
statement. The award “recognizes 

creative excellence, demonstrating 
the business value of creative com-
munications,” said Ian Fairservice, 
vice-chairman, Dubai Lynx. Yum! 
Brands, which owns KFC and Pizza 
Hut, among others, has garnered 25 
wins at Dubai Lynx since 2014. Last 

year, its campaign “Offline Hour,” by 
M&C Saatchi Dubai, won the Mo-
bile Lynx Grand Prix, in addition to 
a gold and silver trophy in the Brand 
Experience and Activation category. 
“We take pride in partnering with 
our agency partners, franchisees and 
teams to create work that makes Piz-
za Hut RED — Relevant, Easy and 
Distinctive,” said Beverley D’Cruz, 
general manager, Middle East and 
Pakistan, Pizza Hut.

Russia-China trade on pace to hit $200 billion 
this year

Indonesian Investment Forum kicks off in Dubai

Forum to speed up Saudi Arabia’s economic 
diversification plan

Oil prices remain volatile as recession fears mount

Zonergy Corporation made its presence felt in 
Pakistan’s biggest and most Dedicated Solar 

Exhibition “SOLAR PAKISTAN”

BEIJING (Agencies): China’s trade 
with Russia has continued to rise, 
with both exports and imports 
jumping by double digits in the first 
two months of the year in annual 
terms, customs data shows. Accord-
ing to a report published on Tues-
day, sales to Russia surged 19.8% to 
a total of $15 billion, while imports 
rocketed by 31.3% to $18.65 billion. 
The numbers are on pace to hit over 
$200 billion in bilateral trade this 
year. China’s trade with Russia hit 
a record high in 2022, growing by 
nearly a third amid Western sanc-
tions against Moscow. According to 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, 
the $200 billion turnover goal set by 
Moscow and Beijing for 2024 could 
be achieved earlier than expected. 
Official statistics show that Russia 

was the leader among China’s 20 
largest partners in terms of trade 
growth in 2022. China has been com-
peting with India as Russia’s biggest 
buyer of oil, and has overtaken the 
EU as the top importer of Russian 
agricultural products. The country’s 
seaborne imports of Russian oil 
are forecast to hit record high this 
month after refiners took advantage 
of cheap prices amid a domestic fuel 
demand rebound, following the lift-
ing of Covid restrictions.

DUBAI (Agencies): The Indone-
sian Investment Forum kicked off 
on Thursday in Dubai, the Emirates 
News Agency reported. The two-day 
event aimed to explore opportunities 
to attract foreign direct investment 
and expand markets for export-ori-
ented products. It was hosted by 
Bank Indonesia in partnership with 
KJRI Dubai, the Indonesian Embas-
sy in Abu Dhabi, the Indonesia In-
vestment Promotion Center and the 
Indonesian Trade Promotion Center.  
Titled “Unlocking Indonesia’s Po-
tential,” the forum included presen-
tations of several investment project 
opportunities, an “Indonesian night” 
that featured a modest fashion show 
and an exhibition from the Indone-
sian Ministry of Micro, Small and 

Medium Enterprises Exhibition. In 
his speech, Bank Indonesia Gov-
ernor Perry Warjiyo outlined three 
key reasons to invest in his country. 
“First, Indonesia has shown the best 
post-pandemic economic perfor-
mance. Economic fundamentals in 
Indonesia are solid, with optimized 
digitalization. Indonesia has mone-
tary and financial stability, which is 
why circumstance is good for invest-
ment,” Warjiyo said.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia, 
which has been dependent on oil for 
several decades, is now on a path of 
economic diversification, primarily 
driven by its small and medium en-
terprises operating in various sectors. 
Even during the time of global eco-
nomic headwinds, SMEs in the King-
dom showed strong growth as the 
investments in startups grew by 72 
percent to a record high of SR3.701 
billion ($987 million) in 2022, accord-
ing to a report by venture data plat-
form MAGNiTT. To further accelerate 
the growth of Saudi Arabia’s SME 
sector, the Kingdom is hosting Biban 
2023, touted to be the largest SME 
and startup conference from March 

9 to 13 in Riyadh. Organized by the 
Kingdom’s Small and Medium Enter-
prises General Authority, also known 
as Monsha’at, this year’s Biban is 
expected to attract over 100,000 at-
tendees from within the Kingdom 
and abroad, along with hosting 300 
workshops likely to benefit more than 
20,000 participants. “Biban is a giant 
of a meeting with over 100,000 ex-
pected to attend, learn and, hopefully, 
use what they learn to start business-
es,” Paul Sullivan, lecturer at Johns 
Hopkins University and a senior as-
sociate fellow at King Faisal Center 
for Research and Islamic Studies En-
ergy and Environmental Security, told 
Arab News.

LONDON (Agencies): Oil fell for a 
third day on Thursday as fears over 
the economic impact of rising in-
terest rates offset a surprise drop in 
US crude inventories and hopes for 
Chinese demand. US Federal Re-
serve Chair Jerome Powell’s com-
ments this week on the likelihood 
that interest rates will need to be 
raised more than previously expect-
ed in response to recent strong data 
continued to weigh on oil and other 
risk assets because of the potential 
impact on economic and demand 
growth. Brent crude fell by 34 cents, 
or 0.4 percent, to $82.32 a barrel by 

0902 GMT while US West Texas In-
termediate crude slipped by 11 cents 
to $76.55. Both benchmarks declined 
between 4 percent and 5 percent 
over the previous two days. “Fears of 
recession are conspicuously rising,” 
said Tamas Varga of oil broker PVM. 
Oil prices on Tuesday registered 
their largest daily fall since early Jan-
uary after Powell’s comments. “Oil 
prices are still under the influence of 
Powell’s hawkish tone,” said Suvro 
Sarkar, lead energy analyst at DBS 
Bank, pointing to the possibility of a 
50 basis points rate hike rather than 
25 basis points.

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Zonergy 
Corporation, a leading provider of 
renewable energy storage solutions, 
participated in the 12th edition of 
the SOLAR PAKISTAN Exhibition 
and 5th edition of the Electricity 
Pakistan Exhibition at Expo Cen-
tre, Lahore from 10th – 12th March 
2023, organized by FAKT Exhibi-
tions (Pvt.) Ltd. which has been 
inaugurated by the honorable Mr. 
Mirza Muhammad Afridi Depu-
ty Chairman – Senate of Pakistan. 
Zonergy Corporation showcased its 
own developed latest Panda series 
of Energy Storage systems, ZPM 
panels of 370 kW and 540/545 kW, 
Zonergy 5 & 10 kW inverters, and 
portable devices to cater to customer 
requirements of the country. On the 
first day of the exhibition, Zonergy 
Booth received tremendous respons-
es from visiting customers. Poten-
tial clients from different industries, 

EPC companies, and distributors 
expressed interest in the company’s 
products, and Panda single-phase se-
ries energy products attracted much 
attention. As a country with a severe 
energy shortage and the rising cost 
of Energy, Pakistan boasts a large 
market for household and outdoor 
portable energy storage products. 
Zonergy Corporation will continue 
to evolve its product line with an ex-
treme focus on customers’ needs and 
provide high-quality smart solutions. 
Meanwhile, it will further deepen 
innovation and research, and devel-
opment.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You need to get out there 
and snap into action. Your great en-
ergy makes just about anything you 
want to do come together as if by 
magic. Obstacles seem to just melt 
away.
– TAURUS: You are absolutely right 
to be skeptical on a day like today, 
so make sure that you’re open about 
it! All that glitters isn’t gold, and 
while you can see there’s more go-
ing on, others need to be told.  
– GEMINI: You and your closest al-
lies are holding together in a new 
way today, and you couldn’t be hap-
pier! Together, you are much stron-
ger and should find it easy to make 
lots of progress.
– CANCER: Today is all about you. 
While you’re not always keen on 
ignoring the needs of others, you 
can tell they’re all going off on their 
own, so why shouldn’t you? It’s a 
good time to take a new step.
– LEO: You’ve got something to say 
and you’re not feeling like drawing 
it out for too long. You should just 
forge ahead and get it out there. Let 

people’s feelings take care of them-
selves for a change!
– VIRGO: Even if you’re unsure of 
the odds, now is a good time to take 
a risk. It could be with your money 
or your heart, but the act of faith 
is almost more important than the 
consequences in the long run.
– LIBRA: You need to expand your 
horizons a bit today and let your 
curiosity be your guide. As long as 
you’re moving beyond the tried and 
true, your energy should help you 
overcome all obstacles.
– SCORPIO: You need to be more 
careful when it comes to your work 
or school situation, but your in-
stincts will guide you in the right 
direction. If you’re not picking up 
on their signals, find a quiet space 
to think.
– SAGITTARIUS: Your mood is un-
stoppably wonderful today, and you 
ought to have a positive influence on 
friends, coworkers, and family. It’s a 
great day to kick back and enjoy the 
energy of the day.
– CAPRICORN: You need to get se-
rious about something today. If you 
don’t maintain a certain amount of 
discipline, you won’t get very far. 
Things are still working out for you, 
so keep up the good work!
– ACQUARIUS: You’re finding more 
and more reason to branch out and 
try new things, and your people 
ought to back you all the way! It’s 
a really good time to go hunting for 
new opportunities of all kinds.
– PISCES: Someone important is 
hard to persuade right now, so you 
might have to put off any big re-
quests or projects for now. There’s 
no need to get resentful either. 
They’re right this time.

DAILY HOROSCOPE: MARCH 11, 2023

Australia wear black armbands after Cummins’ mum dies

Grizzlies rout Warriors, Bucks hold off Nets

Murray toughs out another win, Raducanu advances at Indian Wells

Ramey grabs first-round lead at Players as McIlroy struggles

Extreme E reveals shoreline spectacular for Season 3 opener in NEOM

Napoli aiming for quick bounce back in title march

Titmus expecting fast times at Paris Olympics

AHMEDABAD (Agencies): Aus-
tralia’s players were to wear black 
armbands for the second day of the 
fourth Test against India in Ahmed-
abad on Friday following the death 
of skipper Pat Cummins’ mother. 
Cummins flew home after the sec-
ond Test last month to be with his 
seriously ill mother and Cricket Aus-
tralia said in a statement that she 
had now died. “We are deeply sad-

dened at the passing of Maria Cum-
mins overnight,” Cricket Australia 
said in a short statement on Twitter. 

“On behalf of Australian cricket we 
extend our heartfelt condolences to 
Pat, the Cummins family and their 
friends. “The Australian men’s team 
will today wear black armbands as a 
mark of respect.” Steve Smith stood 
in as captain for the victory in the 
third Test in Indore and is again 
skippering the tourists for the final 
match of the series in Ahmedabad. 
India lead the series 2-1.

LOS ANGLES (Agencies): The Mem-
phis Grizzlies produced a devastating 
first-quarter scoring spree in a blowout 
131-110 victory over the Golden State 
Warriors in the latest instalment of 
their rivalry with the NBA champions 
on Thursday. The Grizzlies erupted for 
48 points in the first period to take a 
stranglehold on the contest as Golden 
State’s suspect defense was exposed 
once more. Tyus Jones led the Mem-
phis scorers with 22 points while Des-
mond Bane and Jaren Jackson Jr. had 
21 points apiece as six Grizzlies players 

finished in double figures. The emphat-
ic victory was a welcome piece of good 
news for Memphis after a challenging 
week that saw star point guard Ja Mo-
rant dropped by the team and put un-

der investigation by the NBA for post-
ing a video on social media of himself 
waving a handgun in a strip club. The 
win also gave Memphis bragging rights 
over a Golden State team with whom 
they have developed an increasingly 
fractious rivalry in recent seasons. The 
Warriors beat the Grizzlies in the West-
ern Conference playoffs last season en 
route to the NBA title, and the buildup 
to Thursday’s game had been marked 
by public feuding between Memphis’ 
Dillon Brooks and Golden State’s 
Draymond Green.

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Former 
world No. 1 Andy Murray made it 
through another tense match on Thurs-
day, rallying from a set down to beat 
Tomas Etcheverry and reach the sec-
ond round of the Indian Wells WTA and 
ATP Masters 1000. The Briton, who has 
made a habit of great escapes this year, 
needed three hours and 12 minutes to 
subdue the Argentinian 6-7 (5/7), 6-1, 
6-4. “Some of the matches I’ve played 
this year I haven’t deserved to win,” 
said Murray, who won a five-setter 

lasting more than five hours at the Aus-
tralian Open and in Doha last month 
overcame eight match points in four 
matches before falling to Daniil Med-
vedev in the final. “Today, I felt like 

I created so many opportunities and 
it was one that easily could have got 
away from me,” added Murray, who 
had eight break chances in the second 
set. Murray, grinding back toward the 
top 40 after hip replacement surgery in 
2019, had to fight off two break points 
himself in the eighth game of the third 
set. He needed five chances to get the 
decisive break in the next game, final-
ly converting when Etcheverry, riding 
high after reaching the final in Santiago 
last week, double-faulted.

MIAMI (Agencies): American Chad 
Ramey, ranked 225th in the world, 
grabbed a one-stroke lead after the 
first round of the Players Champion-
ship while world No.3 Rory McIlroy 
toiled in the rough at TPC Sawgrass 
on Thursday. Journeyman Ramey, 
playing in the tournament for the first 
time, shot a bogey-free 8-under par 
round of 64 to earn a one shot lead 
over compatriot 2021 British Open 
winner Collin Morikawa. This is the 
first Players Championship taking 
place without the golfers who quit the 

PGA Tour to join the Saudi-backed 
LIV Golf. Last year’s top three are all 
missing — winner, Australian Camer-
on Smith, who lives near the course, 
along with 2022 runner-up Anirban 
Lahiri and third-placed Paul Casey 

while former winners Phil Mickelson 
and Sergio Garcia were also among 
the LIV absences. The reduced star 
power was further emphasized by 
the absence of two-times winner Ti-
ger Woods, who is playing a limited 
schedule as he tries to manage the 
workload on his struggling body. Can-
ada’s Taylor Pendrith shot 67 and was 
three strokes behind Ramey along 
with Americans Ben Griffin and Justin 
Suh on a day in which the big names, 
playing in the afternoon, struggled to 
match the early scores.

RIYADH (Agencies): Extreme E has 
revealed its first course of Season 3 
for the Desert X Prix in NEOM, Saudi 
Arabia this weekend. The all-electric 
rally series’ opening round of the 2023 
campaign will take place on the shores 
of the Red Sea, offering a new test for 
the 10 teams and 20 drivers participat-
ing. The track features plenty of fast 
corners and twisty, technical sections 
for the drivers to maximize the po-
tential of the ODYSSEY 21 car, which 
is set to provide plenty of overtaking 
opportunities across two races this 
weekend. Part of the lap also features 

a sprint alongside the coastline, which 
will rank among one of the most high-
speed sections the series has ever 
had. Andreas Bakkerud, Extreme E 
Championship driver, said: “It is my 
first time on an Extreme E course out 

here in the desert, and without (a) 
doubt, driving just a couple of meters 
from the Red Sea is pretty spectacu-
lar! “I think this track will provide a 
lot of great action. There are lots of 
challenging sections on the track, with 
compressions, crests, difficult corners 
and two very spectacular jumps. “A 
number of the turns are pretty wide, so 
drivers will be able to choose multiple 
lines out on the course, and that sort of 
variety will allow for lots of overtaking 
opportunities,” he added. “It is a very 
challenging track, but I think it will be 
a rewarding one for the drivers.”

MILAN (Agencies): After their march 
to glory was stalled last weekend Na-
poli can get their Serie A title bid back 
on track in Saturday when they host 
Champions League-chasing Atalanta. 
Defeat to Lazio meant Napoli’s massive 
league lead over Inter Milan was cut to 
15 points with 13 matches remaining. 
Inter will have the chance to put a lit-
tle more pressure on Napoli as they 
open the weekend’s fixtures at relega-
tion-threatened Spezia tonight. There 
is little chance of Napoli not winning 

their first Scudetto since 1990 as even if 
Inter were to win all of their fixtures an-
other 25 points would secure triumph 
for southern Italy’s biggest club. But 
another wobble against one of Italy’s 

better teams could cause worry among 
Napoli supporters who last season saw 
first hand a Spring collapse which has 
been a feature of coach Luciano Spall-
etti’s career. Spalletti described the 
Lazio defeat as “an off day”, apparently 
unconcerned with how little joy even 
his star attackers Victor Osimhen and 
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia had in creating 
chances. The dynamic duo have lit up 
Serie A this season and will start again 
on Saturday despite the visit of Ein-
tracht Frankfurt on Wednesday.

SYDNEY (Agencies): Olympic cham-
pion Ariarne Titmus is gearing her-
self up for very quick races at next 
year’s Paris Games and thinks every-
one on the podium for the 400 metres 
freestyle will swim well under four 
minutes. The 22-year-old Australian 
edged Katie Ledecky by less than a 
second to win one of her two golds in 
the 400 at the Tokyo Olympics in 2021 
and took the American’s world record 
in May last year in a time of three 
minutes 56.40 seconds. Although It-
aly’s Federica Pellegrini broke the 
four-minute barrier for the first time 
to win the 2009 world title, there has 
never been a final at a major global 

long course championships where the 
top three have gone under the mark. 
Titmus thinks that will change when 
she renews her rivalry with Ledecky 
and the other leading freestylers in 
one of the highlights of the swimming 
competition at La Defense Arena in 
July next year. ”There’s some very 

fast swimming at the moment,” Tit-
mus told reporters ahead of the New 
South Wales Open on Friday. “It just 
goes to show that the world of swim-
ming is moving in the right direction. 
My races next year are going to be 
headline events. They’re going to be 
packed full, especially that 400 free-
style. “I believe that all three women 
on that podium are going to be well 
and truly under four minutes.” Tit-
mus, who is also the 200 freestyle 
Olympic champion, skipped last 
year’s world championships to pre-
pare for the Commonwealth Games, 
where she defended her 400 title and 
won three other gold medals.

Murray says late career goal is to give best effort

Arsenal conceding too many simple goals, says Arteta

Furious Ronaldo storms off pitch after Al-Nassr’s defeat

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Andy 
Murray said on Thursday that at this 
stage of his career he measures his suc-
cess by the effort he gives on the court 
and not the ranking points he accumu-
lates along the way. By that standard 
Murray’s gutsy 6-7(5), 6-1, 6-4 win over 
Argentina’s Tomas Etcheverry at Indi-
an Wells on Thursday was a triumph, 
as the Scot was forced to dig deep in 
the hard fought battle. “There are cer-
tain things I would like to achieve and 
certain goals that I set for myself but 
the number one thing is to give my best 
effort every single day,” he told report-
ers. “And if I do that I’ll finish my ca-
reer on a high note and know that I’ve 
left it all out there regardless of which 
ranking I get to or which tournaments I 

win. “I always said my goal was getting 
to the latter stages of the majors, and 
that’s still a big goal for me and I still 
believe I have that in me. But also what 
happened in Australia was an incredi-
ble experience for me.” At Melbourne 
Park Murray battled through two gru-
elling five setters before falling in the 
third round to Spain’s Roberto Bautista 
Agut. Despite that, he left Australia sat-
isfied with his performance.

LISBON (Agencies): Arsenal man-
ager Mikel Arteta urged his team to 
improve their defence after they had 
to fight back to earn a 2-2 draw with 
Sporting Lisbon in the first leg of their 
Europa League last-16 tie on Thurs-
day. Arsenal went ahead in the 22nd 
minute through William Saliba but 
Goncalo Inacio equalised in the 34th 
minute before Paulinho made it 2-1 in 
the 55th. The visitors finally levelled 

terms when Hidemasa Morita netted 
an own goal in the 62nd minute. Arte-
ta was unhappy with the north London 
side as they conceded two goals for 
the second successive game follow-
ing their 3-2 Premier League win over 
Bournemouth last weekend. “We are 
conceding too many simple goals and 
we’ve talked about the importance of 
boxes, and especially in a competition 
where you are in or out,” Arteta told 
reporters. “Today we didn’t defend 
that well enough, and we have to do 
better up against our opponents.” Ar-
teta said the team lacked their usual 
attacking threat owing to the absence 
of some key players, including striker 
Gabriel Jesus who is yet to reach full 
fitness after suffering a knee injury at 
the World Cup in early December.

JEDDAH (Agencies): A furious Cris-
tiano Ronaldo stormed off down the 
tunnel, kicking water bottles out 
of his way after his Al-Nassr team 
lost 1-0 at Al-Ittihad in the Saudi 
Pro league yesterday. The defeat 
marked the second match in row 
in which the 38-year-old Ronaldo 
failed to find the net, with Al-Ittihad 
goalkeeper Marcelo Grohe parrying 
away a fierce shot from the Portugal 
superstar in injury time. Brazilian 
Romarinho scored 10 minutes from 
time to seal victory for Al-Ittihad, 
who leapfrogged Al-Nassr to take 
top spot in the league table. Al-Itti-
had’s fans taunted Ronaldo through-
out the match, repeatedly chanting 
the name of his rival, Lionel Messi. 
Ronaldo, who has scored eight goals 
in seven league games this season, 

took off his captain’s armband be-
fore leaving the pitch and looked 
set to throw it, before regaining 
his composure. He applauded the 
Al-Nassr supporters before leaving 
the field of play. “Disappointed with 
the result, but we stay focused on 
our season and the games ahead. 
“Thank you Al-Nassr fans for your 
support, we know we can count on 
you!” the Portuguese said on Twitter 
after the game. 
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Chinese city Xi’an draws backlash  
with flu lockdown proposal

Egypt’s Sisi warns citizens against ‘taking 
part in destroying country’

US releases Saudi engineer  
from Guantanamo after 21 years

Mexico cartel turns in own men over US kidnappings

Xi’an (Agencies): Officials in the 
Chinese city of Xi’an have sparked a 
backlash by saying they may turn to 
lockdowns “when necessary” to com-
bat future flu outbreaks. Xi’an will 
lock down areas and shut schools if 
an outbreak poses a “severe threat”, 
according to an emergency response 
plan published on Wednesday. Many 
internet users have called the plan 
“excessive”, especially after criticism 
of China’s Covid controls. Flu cas-
es have surged across China just as 
its latest Covid wave is waning. The 
spike in flu cases has also led to a 

shortage of antiviral medication at 
pharmacies across the country. While 
there is no suggestion of an imminent 
lockdown in Xi’an, some have ex-
pressed fears that its plan could see 
a return to the zero-Covid approach, 
which the country abruptly aban-
doned in December.

CAIRO (Agencies): Egyptian Pres-
ident, Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, yes-
terday warned his citizens against 
“becoming a cause for the destruc-
tion of your country once again,” 
referring to the country’s security 
situation during the 2011 revolution. 
The 2011 revolution, he said, was a 
“low price to pay for those attempt-
ing to destroy a country by its own 

people.” “Beware, Egyptians, not to 
cause the ruin of your country once 
again,” he reiterated, stressing that 
the country’s current economic situ-
ation should not be “used to measure 
the success of the state.” Hailing the 
military martyrs’ families, Al-Sisi 
pointed out that Egypt was “blessed” 
to have entered into a civil war fol-
lowing the 2011 revolt.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Unit-
ed States has released a Saudi Arabi-
an engineer who was imprisoned for 
more than 20 years at Guantanamo 
Bay military prison, Al Jazeera re-

ports. According to the report, the 
US Department of Defence said that 
Ghassan Al Sharbi, 48, was returned 
to Saudi Arabia after a review board 
determined, in February 2022, that his 
detention “was no longer necessary 
to protect against a continuing signif-
icant threat to the national security of 
the United States”. The Pentagon’s 
Periodic Review Board reported in 
2022 that Al Sharbi had no leadership 
or facilitator position in Al-Qaeda.

MEXICO CITY  (Agencies): Reports 
from the Mexican border city of Mat-
amoros say a splinter group of the Gulf 
Cartel, called the Scorpions Group, 
has apologised for kidnapping four 
US citizens last week, killing two of 
them, and has turned over the men it 
says are responsible. On their front 
pages, many of Mexico’s newspapers 
published a photograph that appears 
to show five men lying face down on 
the ground, their hands tied, and their 
T-shirts pulled up above their heads. It 
was apparently taken as police arrived 
on the scene. A letter from the Scorpi-
ons Group was allegedly left with the 
men which apologised to the people 
of Matamoros, to the US victims and 
their families, and to a Mexican woman 
killed last week when the gang fired on 
a white minivan the Americans were 
travelling in. The Associated Press says 
it has obtained a copy of the letter from 

a law enforcement official in the state of 
Tamaulipas. “We have decided to turn 
over those who were directly involved 
and responsible for the events”, the 
letter reads, saying the five had “acted 
under their own decision-making and 
lack of discipline”. The letter also ac-
cuses the men of breaking the cartel’s 
rules over “protecting the lives of the 
innocent”. Meanwhile, a health clinic in 
Matamoros where the cartel members 
allegedly took the injured US citizens 
for treatment has been cordoned off by 
police. 
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US man puts phone on 
drone to send rescue 

message

European Commission 
invests in high-altitude 

platforms

OREGON (Agencies): When a US 
motorist got stuck in the snow on 
a remote road in Oregon, he used 
sky-high thinking to save himself. 
After realising he was without mo-
bile phone reception, he typed a text 
message to a trusted person show-
ing his exact location, attached the 
phone to a drone and launched it 
several hundred feet into the air. The 
airborne phone sent his message for 
help once it found signal. Rescuers 
praised the man for making “several 
smart decisions”. The man, who has 
not been identified, was in the Willa-
mette National Forest on a road that 
is not maintained in the winter. Af-
ter his vehicle got stuck, he realised 
there was no cell phone reception 
- making matters worse “his family 
was out of the country and nobody 
knew where he had gone” according 
to the Lane County Sheriff Search 
and Rescue.

Brussels (Agencies): Thales Alenia 
Space, along with a consortium of 
21 partners, will develop high-al-
titude platform systems (HAPS) 
following investment from the Eu-
ropean Commission. Known as the 
EuroHAPS demonstration project, 
Thales Alenia Space – a joint venture 
(JV) between Thales and Leonardo 
– will co-ordinate the development 
of three different stratospheric plat-
forms, following a EUR43 million 
(USD45.4 million) contract signed 
with the European Commission, the 
JV announced on 9 March. The plat-
forms will be used to test a range of 
capabilities and missions including 
in intelligence, surveillance, and re-
connaissance (ISR) as well as com-
munications and electronic intelli-
gence. Light detection and ranging 
(LIDAR) observation, to detect and 
classify targets at sea or on land in-
cluding in vegetation cover, and a 
meshed broadband communications 
network will also be trialled.

Majority in US House of Representatives back resolution 
calling for regime change in Iran

WASHINGTON (Agencies): A major-
ity of members of the US House of 
Representatives have declared their 
support for a bipartisan resolution 
calling for a nuclear-free Iran and 
regime change in the country. The 
Organization of Iranian-American 
Communities, a group opposed to the 
regime in Tehran, hosted a meeting 
in the Capitol to announce that 222 
members of the 435-member House 
now back the resolution, which was 
introduced on Feb. 7. It supports the 
establishment of a secular Iranian re-
public and condemns human rights 
violations by the Iranian government. 
Several of the Republican and Dem-

ocrat co-sponsors of the resolution 
spoke during the event on Thursday 
of their support for the Iranian people 
and their desire for a democratic gov-
ernment to replace the theocratic Ira-
nian regime. House Resolution 100 is 
titled “Expressing support for the Ira-
nian people’s desire for a democrat-
ic, secular, and nonnuclear Republic 

of Iran, and condemning violations 
of human rights and state-sponsored 
terrorism by the Iranian Govern-
ment.” It has no legal authority and so 
is more of a symbolic show support 
for the Iranian people and opposition 
to the actions of the regime. It con-
demns violations of human rights by 
the regime during the ongoing pro-
tests that began in September last 
year following the death in custody of 
Mahsa Amini. The 22-year-old Irani-
an woman suffered a serious head in-
jury after she was arrested by the mo-
rality police in Tehran, who accused 
her of failing to properly follow rules 
governing head coverings.

Robert Blake, actor 
who was once tried 
for murder, dies at 89

Israel Air Force chief 
sacks reserve  
Colonel over 

judiciary reform protest

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): Actor 
Robert Blake, whose long career was 
overshadowed by accusations that 
he murdered his wife, has died. He 
was 89. He was known as the titu-
lar hero of 1970s TV detective se-
ries Baretta and starred in the 1997 
film Lost Highway, but his career 
struggled following his wife’s 2001 
fatal shooting. He was charged with 
her murder and acquitted, but lat-
er found liable for her death in civil 
court. Blake died “peacefully with 
family and friends”, his family said. 
A statement released by his niece, 
Noreen Austin, on Thursday said he 
had died from heart disease. As a 
child, the New Jersey native got his 
start by appearing in the Our Gang 
comedy series after his family moved 
to California.

TEL AVIV (Agencies): The Israe-
li Air Force said, on Thursday, that 
it had dismissed a reservist officer 
in the military for trying to orches-
trate group walkouts from training 
flights as part of a spreading protest 
at judicial reforms planned by the 
government, Reuters reported. In 
its first disciplinary measure during 
the political crisis roiling Israel, the 
military said in a statement that the 
Colonel, whose name has not been 
published, “behaved … in a manner 
unbecoming of his officer’s rank and 
station”. Separately, Air Force chief, 
Major-General Tomer Bar, said the 
Colonel “took upon himself inappro-
priate authority in his contact with 
the IAF pilots. Unionising to synchro-
nise absence from service, though 
coming from good intentions, is for-
bidden”. Thirty-seven reservist pilots 
and navigators from an F-15 squad-
ron said, on Sunday, they would skip 
a training day to “devote our time to 
dialogue and reflection for the sake 
of democracy and national unity”.

UK establishes new military base in Northern Norway

South Korean capital building world’s biggest spokeless Ferris wheel

OSLO (Agencies): The UK has set up a 
military base in Northern Norway that 
will act as a hub for Royal Marines 
commandos operating in the region. 
The purpose-built site, called Camp 
Viking, is located in Øverbygd, about 
40 mile south of Tromsø, and will be 
used to support the UK’s comman-
do-led Littoral Response Group (LRG) 
(North), which is designed to operate 
alongside NATO and UK Joint Expe-
ditionary Force partners in the High 
North and Baltic Sea regions. In an 8 
March announcement, the UK Roy-

al Navy (RN) said Camp Viking will 
remain open for 10 years, as Norway 
does not host permanent bases for for-
eign soldiers. The facilities can accom-
modate all personnel from the LRG, 
and will be the focal point for delivery 
of mountain and cold weather warfare 
training, as well as act as a forward 
operating base to support NATO oper-
ations. The RN said the location was 
ideal for deterring threats in the region 
and was situated so that the UK can re-
spond rapidly if needed to protect NA-
TO’s northern flank and Norway.

SEOUL (Agencies): South Korea’s 
capital is adding another feature to 
its skyline in 2027 – the “Seoul Ring,” 
a 180-meter (591-foot) spokeless 
Ferris wheel. The Seoul Metropoli-
tan Government (SMG) announced 
the attraction would be located in 
Haneul Park in the city’s northeast. 
Spokeless Ferris wheels are a rela-
tively new development. Normally, 
Ferris wheels have cables running 
through the middle, but over the last 
few years technology has evolved 
to enable the cars to rotate without 
them. In addition to being close to the 
World Cup stadium, the wheel will 
be set near the Han River in a spot 
known for its beautiful views of the 
city. In a press release announcing 
the wheel project, the Seoul govern-
ment stated the wheel’s location in 

Haneul (Korean for “sky”) Park was 
chosen for various reasons, namely 
its proximity to the country’s north-
ern border. “Since the park is geo-
graphically close to North Korea, the 
SMG will concentrate its desire and 
wishes for a unified Korea and na-
tional unity on the Ring.” The Seoul 
Ring is one of several initiatives hap-
pening in the Sangam-dong neigh-
borhood, a former landfill now being 
used for eco-friendly projects. Ac-

cording to the government, the Ferris 
wheel will use green technology, such 
as solar power. Once it’s completed, 
the Seoul Ring will have 36 carriages, 
each of which can hold a maximum 
of 25 people. If it reaches full capac-
ity, the Ferris wheel could accommo-
date as many as 11,792 people per 
day. The Ferris wheel is named for 
its creator, George Washington Gale 
Ferris Jr., an engineer who designed 
the attraction for Chicago’s World’s 
Columbian Exposition – a precursor 
to the World’s Fair – in 1893. Current-
ly, the largest spokeless Ferris wheel 
in the world is in Shandong, China. 
It measures 145 meters (475 feet) 
high. Meanwhile, Ain Dubai – which 
opened in the United Arab Emirates 
last fall – is the record holder for the 
world’s tallest observation wheel.

US closes Silicon Valley 
Bank in biggest 

collapse since 2008
Santa Clara (AFP/APP): US regula-
tors pulled the plug on Silicon Valley 
Bank on Friday in a spectacular move 
that sent global banking shares into 
turmoil, as markets fretted over possi-
ble contagion from America’s biggest 
banking failure since the 2008 finan-
cial crisis. US authorities swooped in 
and seized the assets of SVB, a key 
lender to US startups since the 1980s, 
after a run on deposits made it no lon-
ger tenable for the medium-sized bank 
to stay afloat on its own.


