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ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan and 
Iran have signed a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) for the supply 
of 100 megawatts (MW) of electrici-
ty to Gwadar. On the instructions of 
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif, Min-
ister for Energy Engr Khurram Dast-
gir Khan visited Iran from March 10 
to 13, said a press release issued here 
Monday. Khurram Dastgir held meet-
ings with Iranian Minister of Energy 
Ali Akber Mehrabian. Both ministers 
emphasized further strengthening of 
bilateral relations between the two 
countries, besides extending cooper-
ation in the the energy sector. They 
showed interest in initiating new joint 
ventures in the energy sector. The 
minister’s visit aimed at finalizing an 
agreement on power supply to Gwa-
dar, which was initiated in his earlier 
visit in June 2022. In a record time 
of nine months, the electricity trans-
mission line has been laid from Iran 
to Gwadar. For the finalization of the 
agreement, three sessions were held 
by technical teams in which extensive 
discussions were held. The project 
would be inaugurated at the earliest 
and it would ensure uninterrupted 
supply to Gwadar which would lay a 
foundation for a prosperous Gwadar. 
During his visit, Khurram Dastgir also 
attended a ceremony organized by 

Embassy of Pakistan, Tehran to com-
memorate Pakistan National Day. He 
addressed the Iranian civil and mili-
tary dignitaries and diplomats on the 
occasion. In his remarks, the minister 
said that Pakistan and Iran were breth-
ren mulsim countries and shared com-
mon faith, cultural affinity and history. 
He expressed the hope that in future 
these bilateral relations would witness   
upward trajectory. Khurram Dastagir 

extended condolences over the loss of 
human lives in earthquake at Turkiye, 
Syria and Khoye, Iran. The Minister 
extended felicitations to the leadership 
of Iran and Saudi Arabia on revival of 
their diplomatic ties. Iranian Minister 
for Energy Mr. Ali Akber Mehrabian 
was Chief guest on the occasion. He 
said that there was a lot of potential 
for improvement of bilateral relations 
between Pakistan and Iran.

Pakistan, Iran ink MoU for supply of 
100 MW electricity to Gwadar

Cyclone Freddy returns killing 70
in Malawi, Mozambique

Ukraine war: Heavy losses reported as battle 
for Bakhmut rages

Nepal bans solo trekkers throughout the country

China launches two new Type 052D destroyers

Asteroid headed toward Earth may arrive  
on Valentine’s Day 2046 - NASA

Blantyre, Malawi: (AFP/APP): Cyclone 
Freddy, packing powerful winds and 
torrential rain, killed at least 70 people in 
Malawi and Mozambique on its return to 
southern Africa’s mainland, authorities 
said Monday. Freddy, on track to become 
the longest-lasting storms on record, 
barrelled through southern Africa at the 
weekend for the second time within a few 
weeks, making a comeback after a first hit 
in late February. More than 60 bodies were 
found during the day in southern Malawi 
where heavy downpours triggered flood-
ing, according to the Red Cross. “Sixty-six 

people have died in Malawi, 93 injured 
and 16 people are missing due to Tropical 
Cyclone Freddy,” tweeted the humanitar-
ian organisation, which is helping with 
search and rescue operations.President 
Lazarus Chakwera declared a “state of 
disaster in the Southern region” of the 
country after he “noted with grave con-
cern the devastation that Cyclone Freddy 
is currently bringing”. The government in 
one of the poorest countries in the world, 
is already responding to the disaster while 
appealing for local and international relief 
aid for the affected families, it said.

KYIV/MOSCOW (Agencies): Ukraine 
and Russia have reported inflicting 
heavy losses as the battle for Bakhmut 
rages on. Moscow has been trying to 
take the eastern Ukrainian city for 
months in a grinding war of attrition. 
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky said Russian forces had suffered 

more than 1,100 deaths in the past few 
days, with many more seriously injured.  
Russia said it had killed more than 220 
Ukrainian service members over the 
past 24 hours. Analysts say Bakhmut 
has little strategic value, but has become 
a focal point for Russian commanders 
who have struggled to deliver any posi-
tive news to the Kremlin. Capture of the 
city would bring Russia slightly closer 
to its goal of controlling the whole of 
Donetsk region, one of four regions in 
eastern and southern Ukraine annexed 
by Russia last September following ref-
erendums widely condemned outside 
Russia as a sham.

KATHMANDU (Agencies): Five years 
after banning solo adventurers from 
climbing Mount Everest, Nepal’s gov-
ernment has extended the restriction 
to the whole country. Nepal is home to 
eight of the world’s tallest mountains, 
but it is also known for its beautiful 
rural trekking regions. From now on, 
travelers who hope to trek in remote re-

gions must hire a government-licensed 
guide or join a group. While the trek-
king industry is one of the country’s big-
gest moneymakers, the cost of search 
and rescue missions for solo hikers 
who get lost is significant. “When you 
are traveling solo, in case of emergen-
cies there is no one to help you,” Mani 
R. Lamichhane, Director of the Nepal 
Tourism Board, tells CNN. “It is fine if 
they are traveling in the cities, but in the 
remote mountains, the infrastructure 
is not adequate.” Lamicchane adds: 
“When tourists go missing or they are 
found dead, even the government can-
not track them because they have taken 
remote routes.”

BEIJING (Agencies): China report-
edly launched two new Type 052D 
guided missile destroyers in Dalian, 
Northeast China’s Liaoning Province 
on Friday, a move analysts said will 
contribute to the Chinese People’s Lib-
eration Army (PLA) Navy’s aim to be-
come a blue-water navy. The two war-
ships, believed to be the 27th and the 
28th Type 052Ds ordered by the PLA 
Navy overall, were launched from the 
Dalian Shipyard, with three addition-
al hulls of the same type still under 
construction in the yard, news website 
Wenweipo.com reported. This new 
batch of Type 052D destroyers could 
receive major upgrades to their radar 
systems, Wenweipo.com said. In Au-

gust 2022, foreign media reported that 
the Dalian Shipyard and the Shang-
hai-based Jiangnan Changxing Ship-
yard had restarted mass production of 
the Type 052D destroyer, after 25 ves-
sels of the same class had entered ser-
vice with the PLA Navy. Wei Dongxu, a 
Beijing-based military expert, told the 
Global Times that the Type 052D has 
proven to be a reliable destroyer with 
mature technologies, so it is a good 
choice for mass production.

NEW YORK (Agencies): A newly de-
tected asteroid has a very small chance 
of impacting the Earth in 2046, Nasa 
tweeted on Tuesday. If it does hit, the 
asteroid, roughly the size of an Olym-
pic swimming pool, may arrive on Val-
entine’s Day 2046 according to Nasa 
calculations. The closest the asteroid 
is expected to get to Earth is about 1.1 
million miles (1.8m km), Nasa says. 
But researchers are still collecting 
data, which they say may change pre-
dictions. The asteroid, dubbed 2023 
DW, has about a 1 in 560 chance of 
hitting Earth, according to Nasa. It’s 
the only space rock on Nasa’s risk 
list that ranks a 1 on the Torino Im-

pact Hazard Scale. The scale, which 
goes from 0-10, measures the risk of 
space objects colliding with Earth. All 
other objects on the scale rank 0, in-
dicating no risk for impact. A ranking 
of 1 means that an actual collision is 
extremely unlikely and no cause for 
public concern, Nasa’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory (JPL) says.

US ‘sitting still’ as China expands its influence 
after Iran-Saudi deal -- hailed worldwide: Bolton

Nobel prize winner, activist Kenzaburo Oe dies at 88

US CENTCOM Commander Erik Kurilla pays 
visit to north-eastern Syria

WASHINGTON (Agencies): Former 
U.S. National Security Adviser, John 
Bolton, Sunday warned the the Biden 
administration against “sitting still” as 
China broadens its relationship with 
Russia and after it brokered a diplo-
matic breakthrough between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia that has been welcomed 
by the United Nations and Middle 
East countries. But White House offi-
cials have been  downplaying China’s 
involvement in Friday’s development 
which surprised many diplomats. White 
House spokesperson John Kirby said on 
Friday that while Washington was not 
directly involved, Saudi Arabia kept U.S. 
officials informed of the talks with Iran. 
Relations between the U.S. and China 
have become highly contentious over 
issues ranging from trade to espionage 

and increasingly the two powers com-
pete for influence in parts of the world 
far from their own borders. But former 
senior U.S. and U.N. official Jeffrey Felt-
man said China’s role, rather than the 
re-opening of embassies after six years, 
was the most significant aspect of the 
agreement. “This will be interpreted - 
probably accurately - as a slap at the 
Biden administration and as evidence 
that China is the rising power,” said Felt-
man, a fellow at the Brookings Institu-
tion, a Washington-based think-tank.

TOKYO (Agencies): Kenzaburo Oe, 
who won Japan its second Nobel Prize 
for literature with books about paci-
fism and his disabled son, has died. 
His death, on March 3 at the age of 
88, was due to old age, his publisher 
Kodansha said Monday. Ten years old 
when Japan was defeated in World War 
II, Oe was scarred by his memories, 
which included being asked in school 
every day if he was willing to die for 
the emperor and feeling shame when 
realizing in bed at night that he wasn’t. 
He wrote about gruesome tales of the 
atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
noted how his shock at what he heard 
may have been his inspiration for be-
coming a writer. Oe was never afraid to 
hold his native country to account and 
was scathing about former Prime Min-
ister Shinzo Abe’s efforts to revise Ja-

pan’s pacifist constitution. Japan bore 
“some” responsibility for the war, he 
said in a 2014 interview. “This war, in 
which so many large powers were in-
volved, caused great suffering for peo-
ple all over the world... And it is a real-
ity that ithin this immense war, nuclear 
weapons were created and used.” His 
brain-damaged son Hikari also became 
a driving force of his literature. Hikari 
was for years unable to communicate 
with his family but as an adult became 
known as a composer. Oe has said that 
much of his writing was an attempt to 
give Hikari a voice.

TAMPA: Commander of the United 
States Central Command (CENTCOM), 
Gen. Michael Erik Kurilla, last Wednes-
day paid a visit to north-eastern Syria, 
Anadolu News Agency reports. In a writ-
ten statement, CENTCOM said Saturday: 
“General Michael ‘Erik’ Kurilla, Com-
mander of the US Central Command, 
travelled to north-east Syria to speak 

with American troops and visit sites crit-
ical to the ongoing effort to ensure thee 
during defeat of ISIS.” This was his sixth 
visit to Syria in the past 11 months, ac-
cording to the statement. The statement 
said that Kurilla also “visited the SDF, the 
US partner force” and it claimed that the 
PKK terror group’s Syria extension SDF 
“conducts daily missions against ISIS.”

Road accident kills 1,  
injures 30 in W. Afghanistan

US, S.Korea kick off 
largest drills  
in five years

AFGHANISTAN (Agencies): One com-
muter was killed and 30 others includ-
ing women and children were injured as 
a passenger-bus turned turtle in Afghan-
istan’s western Farah province on Sun-
day, the state-run Bakhtar news agency 
reported on Monday. The accident took 
place late on Sunday when the driver 
of the bus lost control, killing one on 
the spot and injuring 30 others, some 
of whom were in critical condition, 
the news agency reported. Dilapidat-
ed roads, lack of safety measures and 
reckless driving often claim lives in the 
mountainous and war-ravaged country.

Seoul (AFP/APP): South Korea and the 
United States kicked off their largest 
joint military exercises in five years on 
Monday, after nuclear-armed Pyong-
yang warned such drills could be seen 
as a “declaration of war”. Washington 
and Seoul have ramped up defence co-
operation in the face of growing threats 
from the North, which has conducted 
a series of banned weapons tests in 
recent months. The US-South Korea 
exercises, called Freedom Shield, are 
scheduled to run for at least 10 days 
from Monday and will focus on the 
“changing security environment” due 
to North Korea’s redoubled aggression, 
the allies said. In a rare move, the Seoul 
military this month revealed that it and 
Washington special forces were staging 
“Teak Knife” military exercises -- which 
involve simulating precision strikes on 
key facilities in North Korea -- ahead of 
Freedom Shield. All such exercises in-
furiate North Korea, which views them 
as rehearsals for an invasion. It has said 
its nuclear weapons and missile pro-
grammes are for self-defence.
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PESHAWAR (APP): The Provincial 
Meteorological Center Peshawar on 
Monday predicted dry weather in 
most districts of the province during 
the next 24 hours. It said that during 
the last 24 hours weather remained 
partly cloudy and cloudy over most 
districts of the province. However, 
rain-thunderstorms with gusty winds 
occurred in Chitral, Upper & Lower 
Dir, Buner, Swat, Mardan, Nowshera, 

Peshawar, Khyber, Mohmand, Bajaur 
and Kurram districts. Rain recorded 
(in mm): Tahkht Bhai & Parachinar 08 
(each), Buner 05, Peshawar, Mirkhani, 
Malamjabba, Cherat & Tirah (Khyber) 
03 (each), Chitral, Drosh, Risalpur, 
Bannu & Landi Kotal (Khyber) 02 
(each), Kalam, Saidu Sharif & Ma-
mad Gut 01 (each) and Kohat Trace. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in centigrade at 

different stations of the Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa were Peshawar City 27/13, 
Chitral 18/05, Timergara 21/10, Dir 
19/05, Mirkhani 20/05, Kalam 13/-02, 
Drosh 18/08, Saidu Sharif 23/08, Pat-
tan 25/14, Malam Jabba 16/05, Takht 
Bhai 26/11, Kakul 23/06, Balakot 26/10, 
Parachinar 15/03, Bannu 31/12, Cherat 
25/11, D.I. Khan 33/18. The minimum 
temperature recorded in the province 
was -02 �C in Kalam.

PESHAWAR (APP): President of Diluv 
Hutught Foundation (DHF) Mongolia 
and the spiritual leader of Kalmykia 
Telo Talku Rinpoche on Monday ap-
preciated the efforts made by Direc-
torate of Archeology and Museums KP 
in the preservation and promotion of 

Buddhist remains across the province. 
During a meeting with the officials of 
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Board of In-
vestment and Trade (KPBOIT) and the 
directorate, he shared his gratitude to-
wards both departments and showed 
keen interest in Integrated Tourism 

Zones Concept. Telo Talku Rinpoche 
emphasised promoting interfaith 
harmony and mutual cooperation in 
promoting religious tourism. Earlier, 
the spiritual leader of Kalmykia was 
briefed on various opportunities in 
tourism and religious tourism in KP.

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Board of Investment and 
Trade (KPBOIT) on Monday organ-
ised an orientation session on ease 
of doing business and role of the Se-

curities and Exchange Commission 
of Pakistan (SECP). The officials of 
SECP gave a detailed presentation 
about various initiatives, services and 
procedures for ease of doing business 

during an interactive session. Director 
Business Facilitation KPBOIT appreci-
ated SECP efforts in capacity building 
of the government officials and urged 
for continued support in facilitation.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Peshawar 
Electric Supply Company (Pesco) 
on Monday notified that due to 

maintenance work power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 
KV Shahi Bagh Grid Station on 
14th March from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
due to which consumers of 66 KV 
Badhber and Warsak grid connect-
ed with 11 KV feeders will face in-
convenience. It said that the power 
supply will also remain suspended 
from 132 KV Tank Grid Station on 
14th March from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

resultantly consumers of 132 KV 
Gomal Zam Power House grid con-
nected with 11 KV feeders will face 
inconvenience. The power supply 
will also remain suspended from 
132 KV Bannu Grid Station on 14th 
March from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. resul-
tantly consumers of 66 KV Kurram 
Garhi Power House No 1, 2 grid 
connected with 11 KV feeders will 
face inconvenience.

Dry weather to prevail in most KP

Spiritual leader DHF Mongolia for promoting religious tourism,  
inter-faith harmony

KPBOIT organises orientation session on ease of doing business by SECP

Pesco notifies power suspension

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 283.50 286.30

China Yuan 39.64 40.04

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 75.00 75.75

U.A.E Dirham 77.00 77.75

UK Pound 338.6 342

Euro 299.50 302.50

Australian Dollar 184.5 186.9

Canadian Dollar 202 204.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

Excise Department foils drug smuggling bid, 
seizes 78 kg Hashish, 18 kg Opium

Distt administration starts dengue awareness 
drive at schools

ANP demands immediate probe into BRT project

Food authority operation continues on  
7th consecutive day in Abbottabad

Mayor Peshawar to revive sports activities in province

Motorway Police recover cache of arms near Burhan

UoP announces spring vacations till March 22

Soil and Water Conservation KP to make 102 acres 
barren land cultivable in Dulomuch

Security forces kill terrorist commander Rasheedi 
in D I Khan gunfight

PESHAWAR (APP): The Excise De-
partment in Peshawar has success-
fully foiled a drug smuggling bid 
and seized a total of 78 kg of hash-
ish and 18 kg of opium in multiple 
operations. In the first operation, 36 
kg of hashish was recovered by the 
Mardan Excise police station on the 
Mardan Charsadda Road. The sec-
ond operation resulted in the seizure 
of 18 kg of opium and 18 kg of hash-
ish near Nowshera Road Rishkai. 

The third operation took place on 
Jameel Chowk GT Road, where 24 
kg of hashish was recovered. The po-
lice have arrested the accused on the 
spot, and vehicles used in drug smug-
gling have been confiscated. The Ex-
cise Department has registered cases 
for further investigation in all three 
operations. The Secretary of Excise, 
Adeel Shah, has announced that a 
grand operation is ongoing against 
drug dealers in the area.

PESHAWAR (APP): Under the di-
rections of Deputy Commissioner 
Shah Fahad, the district administra-
tion on Monday started an aware-
ness drive regarding prevention of 
dengue spread at the educational 
institutions here. Additional Deputy 
Commissioner (Relief) Muhammad 
Imran Khan along with the health 
department team visited educational 
institutions, health centers and oth-

er places here at Pajagi Road and 
briefed them about preventive mea-
sures. The ADC Relief appealed to 
the public to keep the water tanks in 
their homes covered and not leave 
water stranded in vessels, pots and 
streets. He said that all resources 
would be used to control the den-
gue during the season but the public 
support was imperative to eliminate 
dengue mosquitoes.

PESHAWAR (APP): Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP) provincial president 
Aimal Wali Khan on Monday de-
manded an immediate investigation 
into the corruption of the Bus Rapid 
Transit Project (BRT). In a statement 
issued here, he said that the losses 
caused to business, infrastructure 
and life of Peshawar by the PTI gov-
ernment were on one side, but the 
financial losses incurred to the na-
tional kitty in the name of the BRT 
project were much more than that. 
Aimal said that the PC-1 of the so-
called mega project was amended 21 
times after the approval, adding that 
even the guarantees of the Bank of 
West Indies were accepted for the 

project and now the Chief Executive 
Officer has also left the project. He 
said that ANP had been resisting the 
project from day one as it was initiat-
ed in haste and without any planning. 
“Even today, we demand that in light 
of the report compiled by FIA on the 
order of Peshawar High Court, those 
responsible should be ientified and 
those involved in corruption should 
be exposed and brought to justice.” 
Aimal said that BRT was not started 
at all for the convenience of people, 
rather PTI  launched this project to 
collect funds for the election cam-
paign, adding that Rs 32 billion in 
direct corruption had already been 
identified.

ABBOTTABAD (APP): Abbottabad 
Food Safety Team has continued its 
operation on the seventh consecutive 
day under the supervision of Director 
Operations Altaf Hussain. The food 
safety team inspected various hotels, 
bakeries, grocery stores and sealed a 
bakery and hotel for poor sanitation 
and substandard ingredients, simi-
larly, a wholesale grocery store was 
also sealed and a heavy fine was im-
posed on account of prohibited and 

expired items. Talking to the media, 
Food Safety Officer Ahsan Iqbal said 
that on the arrival of Ramazan, the 
adulteration mafia will be dealt with 
iron hands, adding that the supply 
of clean and pure food will be en-
sured. He said that operations will be 
continued during Ramazan and the 
public is also requested to inform the 
Food Authority timely about adulter-
ation in food items and substandard 
items around them.

PESHAWAR (APP): Mayor Peshawar, 
Zubair Ali on Monday vowed that the 
district government would provide 
a healthy environment to the young 
generations by reviving the sports 
grounds in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. 
Addressing at a function of the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Body Building 
Association here on Monday, Mayor 
Haji Zubair Ali said the PTI-led gov-
ernment had ruined all the sectors 
in the province including sports. The 
district government in its four years 
tenure, he said, would revive the 

sports sector and fully support and 
encourage the players. He said di-
rectives had been issued to provide 
sports kits to all the sports facilities 
including the gym centers. The may-
or also announced the establishment 
of new gym clubs. He also presented 
Rs 0.2 million on behalf of the Capital 
Metropolitan Government Peshawar 
for the BodyBuilding Association. 
The Association thanked the mayor 
for his support and assured all-out 
support for the promotion of sports 
activities in the province.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Motorway 
Police on Monday foiled an arms 
smuggling bid and seized a cache 
of arms and ammunition from a car 
near Burhan Interchange on M-1. 
According to Motorway Police, a sus-
pected car was signaled to stop near 
Burhan but the driver accelerated the 
vehicle in an attempt to escape. The 
car was intercepted at some distance 
while the driver made his escape, 
leaving the car on the road. The Mo-

torway Police, during the inspection, 
recovered a cache of arms including 
81 pistols of 30 bore, 72 9MM pistols, 
one M-14 rifle, 2700 cartridges of 
SMG, 9700 cartridges of 30 bore and 
165 magazines. Motorway Police said 
the arms and ammunition were being 
smuggled to Punjab from Peshawar 
that could be used in subversive activ-
ities. Case has been registered while 
the search for the escaped suspect 
was underway.

PESHAWAR (APP): The University 
of Peshawar (UoP) has announced 
spring vacations from March 13 to 
22 amid protests by faculty, staff and 
students. According to a notification 
issued here on Monday, the Vice 
Chancellor had approved the spring 
vacations with immediate effect, 
whereas, the schedule of examina-

tions, tests, interviews, conferences, 
and training, etc. if already an-
nounced would remain unchanged. 
Meanwhile, the teachers and facul-
ty continued the protest against the 
killing of their ex-colleague, while 
the students continued sit-in in front 
of the main gate of UoP rejecting the 
suspension of educational activities.

CHITRAL (APP): Soil and Water 
Conservation Department Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa Chitral is converting 
102 acres of barren land into a culti-
vable area in Dulomuch. Under this 
project, one water plant, four check 
dams, land levelling, terracing and 
plantation of 4,000 olive trees, 
3,000 wild plants and 2,000 fruit 
trees are included. Director Gen-
eral KP Muhammad Yasin Wazir 
has recently inaugurated the plan-
tation campaign by planting olive 
trees during a ceremony that was 
held at Dolomus. Talking to APP, 
the owner of this land Colonel Re-
tired Shahzada Muhammad Sharif 
said since we approached the office 
of the Soil and Water Conservation 

Department at Chitral, by writing a 
simple application, they sent their 
technical team and started work 
on this project. Director General 
Soil and Water Conservation Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Yasin Wazir said 
before initiating the project, this 
was a slope and barren land and 
we worked on it making it culti-
vable, besides planting olives, al-
monds, pomegranates and other 
fruit plants on it. It will also benefit 
the landowners financially besides 
controlling the forest cutting as 
wild plants will also be planted in 
this area. The project, he said will 
also promote tourism as it will at-
tract wildlife casting a positive im-
pact on climate.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The security forc-
es on Monday killed wanted terrorist 
commander Abdul Rasheed alias Rash-
eedi in a heavy gunfight during an op-
eration, which was underway after an 
attack on the police party deputed on 
census security duty in Raghzai general 
area of Tank district. According to the 
Inter-Services Public Relations (ISPR), 
the policemen gallantly fought the ter-
rorists in the Raghzai attack. A police-

man also embraced martyrdom in the 
exchange of fire. On receipt of the in-
formation, the security forces cordoned 
the area, blocking all possible escape 
routes. The fleeing terrorists were in-
tercepted in Gara Guldad general area 
of Tehsil Kulachi, Dera Ismail Khan dis-
trict. In the ensuing gunfight, terrorist 
commander Rasheedi was killed. He 
was wanted by the police for being in-
volved in numerous terrorist activities.

Hundreds of political workers join PPP in KP
PESHAWAR (APP): Hundreds of the 
workers of ANP, PML-N and PTI in-
cluding influential political families 
announced joining PPP during a 
grand joining ceremony held here at 
Takhtabad (Shahalam) on Monday. In 
this connection, a function was held 
here with Provincial Deputy General 
Secretary PPP Malik Tehmash Khan 
in the chair, who welcomed the new 
entrants into the party fold. Address-
ing the occasion, Malik Tehmash 
Khan said that the people had been 
cheated in the name of the hollow 
slogans of change. He said that only 

PPP was capable of guaranteeing 
the bright future of the people of KP 
and would never compromise on the 
struggle for the rights of the people.
He said that PPP was gaining pop-
ularity in the province as it was the 
only political party which had always 
honoured its workers. Malik Teh-
mash Khan directed the party office 
bearers and workers to make diligent 
and honest preparation for the com-
ing general elections. He said that the 
party leadership was confident that 
their workers were capable of defeat-
ing other parties.

Hindko translation of ‘Roshni Ke Safeer’ in book stores
PESHAWAR (APP): The book titled 
‘Roshni ke Safeer’ translation in 
Hindko language, which was orig-
inally authored by prominent busi-
nessman and Executive Member of 
Ghandhara Hindko Board (Pesha-
war) Ziaul Haq Sarhadi in the Urdu 
language has hit the bookstores.
According to a press release issued 
here on Monday, the book has been 
translated by the Gandhara Hindko 
Board, an organization striving for 
the promotion of regional languag-
es, especially Hindko.
Meanwhile, General Secretary of 
the board Zia-ud-Din handed over 
the translated version of the book to 

the original author Ziaul Haq Sar-
hadi, during his visit to the office. 
Speaking on the occasion, Zia-ud-
Din termed the book’s translation 
a valuable addition to the Hindko 
literature.The book, he continued, 
would not only prove beneficial for 
the researchers of regional languag-
es but would be also an interesting 
read for people associated with 
spirituality. It is pertinent to men-
tion that the book, which could be 
loosely translated as ‘Ambassador of 
light, has shed light on the lives of 
religious saints of the sub-continent, 
spiritual personalities and their ser-
vices for Islam.
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According to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS), nation-wide inflation has 
reached sky-high levels of 42.27%, resulting in the kind of food insecurity that 
Pakistan has never seen before. We have reached a point where basic commod-
ities have become unaffordable for the masses, and what is worse is that this 
situation is expected to get much worse. Not only does the government need 
to introduce short and immediate solutions that will, at the very least, ensure 
that access to food is guaranteed but it will also have to deal with the matter 
at the grass-roots level. Dwindling reserves, slow economic growth and costly 
imports have created an environment in which it is nearly impossible for mass-
es to survive. Historically, despite all hardships, Pakistan was never a country 
that experienced food insecurity because our agricultural output was high. Af-
ter the 2022 floods, output has significantly reduced, resulting in an enhanced 
reliance on agricultural imports. Not only this, but surrounding circumstances 
like the global hike in oil prices, poor management of the power sector, reduced 
revenue generation and political instability have all contributed towards eco-
nomic hardships, the brunt of which is being borne by those from low-income 
households. What we need right now are immediate solutions that tackle this 
food insecurity. Fixing the price of basic items like wheat—a practice that the 
government is already doing—and incorporating surveillance to ensure that all 
retailers sell at the stated price is essential. Local farmers must be incentivised 
to produce more, and special arrangements must be made to ensure that their 
damaged land is restored. Retailers and manufacturers should also be warned 
against transferring most taxes onto the end buyer so that they can escape their 
own fiscal responsibilities. Apart from this, certain welfare schemes must also 
be introduced to facilitate and help those that are below the line of poverty. 
While the government employs immediate solutions, it must also look to tar-
get the problem at the grass-root level. And this would mean restructuring the 
economy so that it remains self-sustaining, productive and growth-oriented.

Controlling Inflation

DISINFORMATION refers to the in-
tentional spread of false or misleading 
information with the aim of deceiving 
or manipulating people’s beliefs, at-
titudes, opinions, or behaviours. It is 
often spread through various mediums 
such as social media, news outlets, or 
propaganda, and can be used for var-
ious purposes such as political, eco-
nomic, or social gains. A significant 
contributor to today’s interstate dis-
putes is the prevalence of fake news. 
More and more nations are utilizing 
disinformation efforts to influence and 
change public opinion at home and 
abroad. State-led disinformation cam-
paigns on social media are a recent 
phenomenon, but a study by the RAND 
Corporation, an American non-profit 
global policy think tank, indicates that 
several nations have used this strate-
gy abroad to advance and promote a 
specific narrative – and in most cases 
against a foreign foe. Such deceptive 
campaigns, which promote unveri-
fied information on social media, have 
had operational triumphs, but it is less 
clear what effect they will have overall. 
Nonetheless, it issues a warning that 
during the following ten years, the dis-
tribution of false information is likely to 
increase.The EU DisinfoLab has often 
used concrete evidence to demonstrate 
India’s affinity for disinformation cam-
paigns against Pakistan and China. 
The international community contin-
ued to denounce this heinous act, but 
it still appears that none of this was 
sufficient to put pressure on India to 
change its behavior. Asian News In-
ternational (ANI), which continues to 
promote false narratives against the 
two nations, is the subject of the EU 
Dis InfoLab’s most recent research into 
anti-Pakistan and anti-China influence 
activities. The research also builds on 
two earlier investigations that were re-
leased in 2019 and 2020 and that un-
covered the fake experts, nonexistent 
think tanks, bloggers, and journalists 
that Asian News International (ANI) 
frequently cites as news sources.Ac-

cording to the most recent inquiry, ANI 
has been frequently citing a think tank 
that was disbanded in 2014 while using 
quotes from a journalist, a number of 
bloggers, and purported geopolitical 
experts who were not real. According 
to the research, ANI quoted from the 
same think tank almost twice a week. 
The website of the think tank also mis-
represents actual Canadian university 
professors as attendees of a conference 
that they never went to and quotes fake 
statements by linking them to these ac-
ademics. An important part of India’s 
information network is played by the 
news agency ANI, which produces 
content for numerous reputable pub-
lications like The Print and Business 
Standard.The news agency has come 
under fire for misreporting events, us-
ing a massive network of fake news 
websites as a source, and acting as a 
propaganda weapon for the central 
authority in power. ANI has also been 
charged with employing an aggressive 
approach to journalism that was cen-
tered on producing the most amount 
of income possible and for which 
journalists could be readily replaced. 
Several workers have accused ANI of 
mistreating their former colleagues 
and of lacking a human resource man-
agement system. It’s important to note 
that the independent publication The 
Caravan had earlier charged ANI with 
publishing the “version of the truth” as 
presented by the Indian government. 
Furthermore, two earlier investigations 
by the EU Dis Info Lab showed that 
ANI frequently cited the non-opera-
tional fake media outlets “EP Today” 
and “EU Chronicles,” which were actu-
ally founded to promote anti-Pakistan 
and anti-China narratives that would 
harm both countries’ reputations not 
just in India but globally. Such care-
less reporting is a flagrant violation 
of the Munich Charter of 1971, which 
outlines the obligations of responsible 
journalism. Fake news is often regard-
ed as a serious security issue, especially 
if it is state-sponsored. Fake news is de-

fined as purposely manufactured news 
pieces. Such media strategies might be 
seen as a component of AjitDoval, the 
national security adviser of India, a big-
ger theory intended to launch hybrid 
warfare against Pakistan. A hybrid war 
that has been escalating against Pa-
kistan for the past ten years has now 
reached a breaking point over the past 
four years. All five of the hybrid war’s 
components have been used against 
Pakistan during the past few years, but 
the main problem is propaganda tools 
like false news and misinformation. 
India has been using hybrid warfare 
and 5GW tactics to destabilize Paki-
stan because conventional military 
methods are no longer effective on 
the subcontinent in light of the prolif-
eration of nuclear weapons. Hybrid 
warfare is a battle of information, nar-
ratives, perceptions, and postmodern 
technology. Countering disinformation 
is a challenging task, but there are a 
few strategies that can be effective 
in countering Indian disinformation 
specifically. Here are some steps that 
can be taken: Fact-checking: The first 
step is to fact-check any information 
that is suspected to be disinformation. 
Verify the authenticity of the source 
and the accuracy of the information 
before sharing. Raise awareness: Ed-
ucate others about the prevalence of 
disinformation and the tactics used by 
those who spread it. Encourage critical 
thinking and skepticism. Teach people 
how to spot and report disinformation. 
Diversify your news sources: Relying 
on one source of news can make you 
vulnerable to disinformation. Try to get 
your news from a variety of sources, in-
cluding international news outlets. Use 
social media responsibly: Be cautious 
when sharing information on social 
media. Check the source and accura-
cy of the information before sharing it. 
Report disinformation to the platform 
and encourage others to do the same.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

THE villagers of Suraj Gali and the ad-
joining Khoi Maira (about an hour from 
Islamabad) are an unhappy lot. The 
cause of their despondency is the mining 
and stone-crushing of limestone that has 
been going on since 2016 in their area. 
‘We want to breathe clean air again!’ is 
the common refrain in these villages. 
With their homes permanently cloaked 
in fine dust, the residents (some 11,000, 
according to the 2017 census) said they 
were facing breathing problems from 
inhaling the sullied air. It also made their 
animals sick. Their farms had become 
wastelands with the discharge from the 
quarry finding its way to them. But the 
real culprit, is the invisible and toxic par-
ticulate matter and the crystalline silica, 
which these hapless people cannot see. 
Particulate matter — with a diameter of 
2.5 mi  crometres, finer than the finest 
human hair, which is 70 micrometres in 
diameter —is only detectable through 
an electron microscope, can travel 
thousands of miles beyond geopoliti-
cal boundaries, and is causing millions 
of premature deaths. Dust-riddled and 
emotionally charged, the 100 or so men 
gathered on main Khanpur Road, on 
a February morning, were in complete 
contrast to the neatly dressed and com-
posed plant owners who plied us with 
dried fruit and the famous Khanpur 
maltas in this valley in KP’s Haripur dis-
trict. “They’re killing us!” said the former, 
waving to the huge stone-crushing plant 
next to the road. In 2016, after this activ-

ity was banned in the buffer zone of the 
Margalla Hills National Park, owners of 
some crushing units set up their equip-
ment in Suraj Gali, disregarding the fact 
that they would be affecting nearby rural 
communities. Imagine living in a per-
petual blast zone. Quarrying limestone 
requires blasting mountains using ex-
plosives. Ground vibrations and tre mors, 
rocks flying during the explosions ac-
companied by fugitive dust emissions of 
the run-off that takes a long time to set-
tle, are witnessed in the process. There 
are more than 900 crushing plants, a vast 
majority quarrying for limestone, in KP. 
The easiest way out for the oppressed 
would have been to move out and relo-
cate to healthier environs. Many did just 
that. But there are others who refused. 
After knocking on all relevant govern-
ment department doors and writing to 
ministers and politicians, to no avail, 
they decided to take the matter to court. 
In 2018, they formally lodged a petition 
in the Peshawar High Court pleading 
that their fundamental right to life was 
being transgressed and demanded that 
the mining activity be halted completely. 
To get legal cover, however, the power 
crushers managed to get changes made 
in the Power Crushers Registration 
Rules of 1988 (under the Finance Act, 
1995) to reduce the distance between 
the crushing units and the communities 
from 1km to 500 metres in the case of ur-
ban areas and 300m for villages, and just 
200m from major roads. While it was an 

illegal move since the petition was still in 
court, the KP’s Power Crushers (Instal-
lation, Operation and Regulation) Act, 
2020, when promulgated, allowed the 
power crushers to maintain the same 
distance of 500m, 300m and 200m for 
urban and rural areas and roads, respec-
tively. The unresolved feud was then 
taken to the Supreme Court. In 2019, the 
Supreme Court appointed Hagler Bailey 
Pakistan (HBP), an Islamabad-based 
environment consultancy firm, to carry 
out a thorough investigation and deter-
mine the extent of the environmental 
and social impact around and in Suraj 
Gali, where mining and crushing ac-
tivities were taking place. The report, 
submitted to the court in 2020, said the 
crushing plants were operating without 
environmental approval from the KP 
environment protection agency; the mit-
igation measures adopted by plant own-
ers to control the dust emissions were 
insufficient and the particulate matter 
concentrations were dangerously high 
and not in compliance with national en-
vironmental quality standards. The fight 
continues but it has highlighted a contro-
versial reality. On the one hand there is 
a monumental ecological disaster in the 
making through the decimation of entire 
mountains, which very few in Pakistanis 
really care about. There are also serious 
health consequences for those working 
in the industry, and for the communities 
living in close proximity to the area.
Courtesy: DAWN
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Countering Indian disinformation
— By Rimsha Malik

Dust, disease, death – Zofeen T. Ebrahim

The resumption of bilateral diplomatic 
relations between Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia, brokered by China, is a significant 
development in the ongoing political 
landscape of the Middle East. The 
tensions between the two regional 
powers have been a source of insta-
bility and conflict in the region, with 
proxy wars and political maneuver-
ing being played out. However, the 
success of China’s diplomatic efforts 
in facilitating the rapprochement sig-
nifies a potential shift in the region’s 
power dynamics. China’s growing in-
fluence in the Middle East is a topic of 
interest, particularly regarding its role 
in shaping the region’s future. While 
China has been successful thus far in 
its pragmatic and non-interventionist 
approach, many question how it will 
balance its relationships with compet-
ing powers in the complex political 
landscape of the region. Nonetheless, 
it is clear that China&#39;s strategic 
and economic interests in the Middle 
East will continue to impact its role in 
the world. Whether it can effectively 
navigate this challenging environment 
remains to be seen. The timing of the 
Iran-Saudi Arabia agreement, which 
was signed on the same day (March 
10th) as Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s formal re-election to his third 
term, cannot be ignored. It serves as a 
clear indication of China’s growing in-
fluence and willingness to play a more 
active role in global affairs, including 
those in the Middle East. The deal is 
also a clue of the waning influence of 
the United States in the region. For de-
cades, Washington has played a dom-
inant role in shaping the politics and 
security of the Middle East. However, 
the recent deal brokered by China sig-
nals a shift in the balance of power in 
the region, as other nations begin to 
assert their influence. The resumption 
of diplomatic relations between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia, if implemented in 
good faith, could pave the way for a 
wider regional peace agreement. The 
two nations have a long and compli-
cated history, with sectarian divides 
and political rivalries fueling tensions. 
However, the willingness of both sides 
to come to the negotiating table and 
engage in dialogue is a positive step 
forward. The agreement also serves 
as a reminder that diplomacy and di-
alogue are key to resolving conflicts 
and maintaining peace. The use of 
force, aggression, and sanctions have 
often exacerbated tensions in the re-

gion, leading to further instability and 
insecurity. The resumption of dip-
lomatic relations between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia offers a glimmer of hope 
that peaceful solutions can be found 
to even the most intractable conflicts. 
However, the road ahead remains un-
certain, and much will depend on the 
ability of both Iran and Saudi Arabia 
to honor their commitments and work 
toward a peaceful resolution. The in-
ternational community must also play 
a role in supporting this process, in-
cluding the United States, which has 
long been involved in the politics of the 
region. The recent resumption of bilat-
eral relations between two arch-rivals, 
Iran and Saudi Arabia, with the help 
of China, marks a critical juncture in 
the perpetual geopolitical turmoil of 
the Middle East. Despite the numer-
ous challenges that lie ahead, this 
significant diplomatic breakthrough 
provides a ray of hope that peaceful 
resolutions can be achieved even in 
the most persistent and entrenched 
disputes. To preserve the integrity of 
this momentous accord, it is incum-
bent upon the international communi-
ty to extend its support and ward off 
any political gamesmanship or extra-
neous meddling. This development 
underscores the importance of diplo-
macy in addressing conflicts, and the 
potential of neutral parties like China 
to facilitate resolution of long-stand-
ing issues in the Middle East. Notably, 
China’s pragmatic and non-interven-
tionist approach to the region’s affairs 
has played a pivotal role in bringing 
Iran and Saudi Arabia to the negoti-
ating table. The successful mediation 
by China demonstrates the capacity 
of a mediator to bring hostile parties 
together and highlights the value of 
diplomacy as an effective instrument 
for conflict resolution. In light of these 
observations, it is imperative that the 
international community, including 
other global players, recognize and 
endorse the utility of diplomatic chan-
nels and aid in efforts towards estab-
lishing a more peaceful Middle East. 
Besides mediating between Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, China has actively par-
ticipated in other regional conflicts, 
such as the Syrian Civil War and the 
Yemeni Civil War. China has provided 
diplomatic support to the Syrian gov-
ernment and has been involved in the 
country’s reconstruction.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Saudi-Iran rapprochement: dawn of a new era
— By Syed Ali Nawaz Gillani

Increased suicide rates  
Suicide refers to the intentional act 
of ending one’s own life, which has 
become increasingly common in 
Pakistan. Between 2005 and 2015, 
the suicide rate in Pakistan was 2.1 
deaths, which has been increasing 
day by day. Recently, a group of re-
searchers from Aga Khan Universi-
ty conducted a study and found that 
approximately 800,000 suicide inci-
dents occur globally each year, with 
75 percent of them from low- and 
middle-income countries, including 

Pakistan. Over the past few years, 
the suicide rate among students in 
Pakistan has increased, with 15 to 
20 students committing suicide ev-
ery day. The reasons behind these 
suicides are mostly unemployment, 
poverty, family disputes, depres-
sion, and various social pressures. 
According to psychologist Dr. Darya 
Khan, about 80 percent of people 
in Pakistan commit suicide due to 
depression. Like other regions of 
Pakistan, the suicide rate has also 
been on the rise in Balochistan. 

One of the major causes of female 
suicide in Pakistan is related to mar-
riage. However, cases of suicide oc-
cur daily in Pakistan but are often 
not reported, as there is neither a 
state-controlled effort nor aware-
ness among people to report such 
incidents. Thus, we humbly request 
the Government of Pakistan and all 
provincial governments to work to-
gether to solve this widely spreading 
issue before it gets out of hand.
– Amina Amjid
– Turbat

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (Staff Report):  The 
Annual Day Celebration of Pak Turk 
Maarif International Schools and Col-
leges, Rawalpindi Campus has been 
held with great pomp and show on 
March 10, 2023. The event witnessed 
a grand gathering of parents, teach-
ers, students, and esteemed guests, 
who were treated to a mesmerizing 
display of talent and creativity by the 
young minds. Mian Afrasiab Mehdi 
Hashmi, the former Ambassador was 
invited as a chief guest of the event. 
The event kick started with the gra-
cious name of Allah Almighty. There 
was a moment of silence on the loss 
and destruction of Turkey and Syr-
ia’s earth quake and a poem was re-
cited to show solidarity with them. 
The welcome speech has been deliv-
ered by the Campus director, MMs 
Sumayye Kavser and the Principal, 
Ms. Sadia Hameed respectively, who 
emphasized the significance of ho-
listic education, shared the whole 
year’s achievements and encour-
aged students to pursue their dreams 
with passion and determination. The 
highlight of the event was the cul-
tural extravaganza of Pakistan and 
Turkey, which featured performanc-
es by students ranging from singing 
and dancing. The mesmerizing per-
formance on Sufi song elevated spir-
ituality of the audience. The amazing 

performance on significance of trees, 
friendship song and tribute to teach-

ers, spellbound the audience and won 
thunderous applause.

British Council announces winners of the 
Study UK Alumni Awards

Over 21m children to be vaccinated in March 
Polio campaign

Modi’s repressive media policies destroying 
Kashmiri journalism ‘

 Intelligentsia for civil society mobilization to 
pull country out of morass

ECP suspends electoral process in three NA 
seats of federal capital

Non-use of social media apps for 15 min daily 
can improve health conditions; research

AJK President urges Washington to help  
resolve Kashmir dispute peacefully

Sindh govt starts inquiry against five serving, 
former officers of SPSC for tampering results

Faryal Talpur distributes compensation 
cheques to Thalassemia patients 

LAHORE (Staff Report): The Brit-
ish Council held its ninth annual 
Study UK Alumni Awards cer-
emony in Lahore, celebrating 
the outstanding achievements 
of UK alumni across Pakistan.  
The ceremony was organized by 
the British Council in Lahore and 
attended by senior representatives 
including the Governor of Punjab 
Muhammad Baligh Ur Rehman, 
the Deputy Director British Coun-
cil Maarya Rehman and UK alum-
ni in Pakistan. The award judging 
panel selected recipients for the 
four award categories: the Sci-
ence and Sustainability Award, 
the Culture and Creativity Award, 
the Social Action Award and the 
Business and Innovation Award. 
The awards winners and finalists 
are leaders in their fields who have 
used their experience of studying 
at a UK university to make a posi-
tive contribution to their commu-
nities and industries in Pakistan.  
The winners for this year were: 
Science and sustainability award: 
Dr Sarah Qureshi who is a grad-
uate of Cranfield University. 
She is the CEO and co-founder 
of Aero Engine Craft and devel-
ops eco-friendly jet engines for 

the reduction of global warming. 
Business and Innovation award: 
Yaruq Nadeem who is a graduate of 
Imperial College London. He gener-
ated revenue and start-up funding of 
PKR 10+ billion with the conceptu-
alization of 150+ start-ups, has cre-
ated 4,500+ jobs. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): A Polio vacci-
nation campaign to immunize more 
than 21.54 million children under the 
age of five will kick off in Sindh and 
Punjab on March 13 (Monday). The 
five-day vaccination campaign is be-
ing held in two phases due to the con-
curring activities of the seventh na-
tional census. In the first phase, over 
17.41 million children under the age 
of five in 13 districts of Punjab and 
16 districts of Sindh and Islamabad 
will be vaccinated from March 13 to 
March 17. The second phase will be 
held from April 03 to 07 during the 
second week of Ramadan to vacci-
nate more than 4.12 million children 

in 12 districts of Balochistan and 26 
districts of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
including the seven endemic dis-
tricts in the southern region of the 
province. Federal Minister for Health 
Abdul Qadir Patel urged parents 
and caregivers to ensure that their 
children receive the life-saving polio 
vaccine so that they remain protect-
ed from poliovirus, which has been 
found circulating in environmental 
samples. “The presence of wild polio 
in the environment shows that the 
virus is circulating in our communi-
ties and posing a serious risk to our 
children,” said Abdul Qadir Patel, the 
Minister.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The owner of 
a sealed newspaper in Indian-occu-
pied Kashmir says Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s repressive media 
policies are destroying Kashmi-
ri journalism, intimidating media 
outlets into serving as government 
mouthpieces and creating an in-
formation vacuum in our region of 
about 13 million people, as India 
descends into authoritarianism. Ac-
cording to Kashmir Media Service, 
Anuradha Bhasin, executive editor 
of The Kashmir Times, whose of-
fices in Srinagar were sealed by the 
occupation authorities three years 
ago, in an opinion piece published 
in The New York Times on Saturday, 
wrote that Modi was taking steps 

that could replicate this disturbing 
model on a national scale. “His Hin-
du-chauvinist movement, which has 
normalized intolerance and violence 
against Indian Muslims, has al-
ready put severe pressure on India’s 
once-rambunctious press, with jour-
nalists surveillance and jailed, and 
the government using strong-arm 
tactics against media outlets to en-
sure favorable coverage,” Ms Bha-
sin wrote in her piece titled: Modi’s 
Final Assault on India’s Press Free-
dom Has Begun. But in January, she 
pointed out that draft amendments 
to digital media guidelines were 
introduced that would essentially 
allow the government to block any 
content it doesn’t like.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Renowned in-
tellectuals, technocrats, religious 
scholars and academia on Sunday 
stressed a need to launch a com-
prehensive civil society mobiliza-
tion campaign in order to steer the 
country out of the moral crises and 
chart on the path of progress and 
development. The experts made 
the remarks during a special moot 
organized by the Institute of Policy 
Studies (IPS) to discuss the ongo-
ing challenges Pakistan is facing. 
Speakers declared a moral crisis, 
corruption and institutional decay 
as the root causes of the ongoing 
failure. The experts recommend-
ed the imposition of a ‘governance 

emergency’, which they said, was 
more critical than an economic or 
security emergency. Intelligentsia 
also underscored the importance of 
proper education of youth and the 
new generation to make them pro-
ductive citizens and viewed that the 
continuously deteriorating political 
crisis demands holistic democrat-
ic, electoral, and holistic structur-
al reforms. Moreover, there was a 
dire need to devise a state-of-the-
art political system on realistic and 
pragmatic foundations to promote 
credible and competent leadership 
which could address the lack of di-
alogue and the knowing-doing gap, 
they urged.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) on 
Sunday has announced the suspen-
sion of the electoral process on three 
national assembly seats of the fed-
eral capital, in compliance with the 
orders of the Islamabad High Court 
(IHC). The decision has been tak-
en after the IHC directed the ECP 
to halt the election process in these 
constituencies till further orders. The 
constituencies affected by this sus-
pension include NA-52 Islamabad-I, 
NA-53 Islamabad-II and NA-54 Is-

lamabad-III. Meanwhile, the ECP has 
also halted the electoral process in 
NA-265 Quetta-II and seats reserved 
for women in compliance with the 
directives of the Balochistan High 
Court (BHC). Similarly, the ECP 
has also halted the electoral process 
on nine National Assembly seats of 
Karachi on directives of Sindh High 
Court (SHC). The Sindh High Court 
(SHC) has prohibited the Election 
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) from 
conducting by-polls on National As-
sembly seats in Karachi,

ISLAMABAD (APP): Reducing social 
media use by 15 minutes a day can 
significantly improve general health 
and immune function and reduce 
levels of loneliness and depression, 
suggests new research. The study, 
published in the Journal of Technolo-
gy in Behavior Science, showed that 
the people who reduced their social 
media use had an average 15 percent 
improvement in immune function, 
including fewer colds, flu, warts, 
and verrucae. They also showed a 50 
percent improvement in sleep quali-
ty and 30 per cent fewer depressive 

symptoms. “These data demonstrate 
that, when people reduce their social 
media use, their lives can improve in 
many ways -- including benefits for 
their physical health and psycholog-
ical well-being,” said Prof Phil Reed, 
from Swansea University’s school 
of Psychology, UK. “It remains to be 
established whether the relationship 
between social media use and health 
factors is a direct one, or whether 
changes in well-being variables, such 
as depression, or other factors, such 
as an increase in physical activity, 
mediate it,” he added.

MIRPUR (APP): Azad Jammu and 
Kashmir President Barrister Sul-
tan Mehmood Chaudhry on Sunday 
urged the United States to play their 
due role to help resolve the linger-
ing Kashmir dispute peacefully. He 
expressed these views in a meeting 
with the US Deputy Ambassador An-
drew J Schofer, who called on him 
at the President House in Jammu 
Kashmir House in Islamabad, AJK 
President’s office said here on Sun-
day evening. Speaking on the occa-
sion, the president, while referring to 
the worsening political and human 
rights situation in the occupied ter-

ritory of Jammu and Kashmir, said 
that at a time when Kashmiri peo-
ple were stuck in a grave situation, 
it was incumbent upon the inter-
national community, especially the 
United States of America to play its 
much-needed role to stop the viola-
tion of human rights in the region. 
Thanking the US administration for 
its generous support to flood vic-
tims in Pakistan, Barrister Chaudhry 
said, “We are deeply grateful to the 
US for the assistance it extended to 
the flood victims in Pakistan. It will 
greatly help in solving the problems 
of the flood victims.”

HYDERABAD (APP): The Sindh 
Government has started an inquiry 
against five serving and former of-
ficers of the Sindh Public Service 
Commission (SPSC) under allega-
tions of tampering with the results of 
Combined Competitive Exams-2020. 
Sindh Chief Secretary Mohammad 
Sohail Rajput on Saturday formed 
a two-member inquiry committee 
consisting of Secretary Provincial 
Ombudsman Ali Hussain Malik and 
Chairman Provincial Election Au-
thority Muhammad Nawaz Shaikh. 
They have been tasked to conduct a 
probe against the ex-controller ex-
amination BS-20 Hadi Bux Kalhoro 
and BS-20 Shoukat Ali Ujjan, Assis-

tant Controller Noor Muhammad 
Dars, Superintendents Muhammad 
Yousuf and Farooq Noor Khan. Ad-
ditionally, the advice of the Sindh 
Law Department has been sought 
about conducting an inquiry against 
the former Ambassador Noor Mu-
hammad Jadmani, who retired as 
the Chairman SPSC on March 30, 
2022. The Sindh government also is-
sued separate charge sheets against 
those 5 officers: “... have committed 
the acts of inefficiency, misconduct 
and omission by using your official 
position to manoeuvre and manipu-
late the result of CCE-2020 to extend 
favours and benefits to selected can-
didates,” the charge sheets read.

NAWABSHAH (APP): On the direc-
tives of President PPP Women Wing 
and Member Sindh Assembly Faryal 
Talpur, MPA Ali Hassan Zardari ac-
companied by Deputy Commissioner 
Shehryar Gul Memon handed over 
Rs one million supporting amount 
cheque to members of Thalassemia 
Patients Welfare Society, here on 
Sunday MPA Ali Hassan Zardari 
lauded the services of the center and 

said that Thalassemia Care center 
was doing a pious job by providing 
blood to Thalassemia patients. He 
said Faryal Talpur had directed to 
extend financial assistance to the 
center and resolve their issues. He 
expressed hope that assistance of 
Rs one million would bring better-
ment to the center while he also an-
nounced a sum of Rs 2.5 million for 
the Operation Theater of the center.

The Annual Day Celebration in Pak Turk Maarif International Schools 
and Colleges, Rawalpindi Campus

Govt makes public 22 year 
record of Toshkhana gifts

BHBA delegation calls 
on CJ BHC

DC chairs ROs meeting to 
review arrangements for  

provincial assembly elections

ISLAMABAD (APP): The federal 
government Sunday made the 22-
year record of Toshakhana gifts, 
public on a government website. The 
record comprising 446 pages includ-
ed gifts received in Toshakhana from 
the year 2002 to 2023. Names of for-
mer presidents, prime ministers, 
federal ministers, and government 
officers were mentioned in the list 
along with the details of the gifts re-
tained by them. The government put 
the document on the website con-
taining record of former president 
Pervez Musharraf and former prime 
ministers Shaukat Aziz, Yousaf Raza 
Gilani, Nawaz Sharif, Raja Pervaiz 
Ashraf and Imran Khan. Names of 
present prime minister Shehbaz 
Sharif and President Dr Arif Alvi 
were also included in the list. Ac-
cording to the record, Imran Khan 
had a long list of gifts. He retained a 
Rolex watch valued at Rs 8.5 crore, 
pair of cufflinks, a pen and one ring 
by paying only Rs two crore. Where-
as originally the cufflinks were val-
ued at Rs 56,70,000, pen Rs 15,00,000 
and ring was priced at 87,50,000.

QUETTA (APP): A delegation of Ba-
lochistan High Court Bar Association 
(BHBA) called on Chief Justice Ba-
lochistan High Court Naeem Akhtar 
Afghan, a statement issued by the 
bar association said on Sunday. 
BHBA President Muhammad Afzal 
Harifal led the delegation compris-
ing General Secretary Shah Rasool 
Kakar, Senior Vice President Sham-
sur Rahman Rind, Gulzar Khan Ka-
kar, Vice President Zhob Zone Nisar 
Ahmad Alizai, Vice President Kalat 
Zone Jahangir Kakar, Vice President 
Quetta Zone Abdul Nafi Kakar, Joint 
Secretary Qutb Khan Miyankhel, 
and Finance Secretary Talat Jabeen. 
Registrar Balochistan High Court 
Rashid Mehmood was also present 
on the occasion. 

RAWALPINDI (APP): Deputy Com-
missioner (DC) Rawalpindi Hassan 
Waqar Cheema here on Sunday pre-
sided over a meeting of the Returning 
Officers (ROs) appointed for provin-
cial assembly elections and reviewed 
the arrangements. Additional Deputy 
Commissioners and Assistant Com-
missioners also attended the meeting. 
The DC said that the nomination pa-
pers for the Provincial Assembly elec-
tions could be submitted in the office 
of the ROs concerned on March 13 
and 14 from 8 am to 4 pm. The Names 
of the candidates who would submit 
their nomination papers would be dis-
played on March 15, he said.



For latest news visit our website Follow us @ thekhybermail thekhybermail@gmail.comwww.thekhybermail.com

5
-Your Source for Alternate News-

National Tuesday 14 March 2023

Around 15.8m Punjab households to get free wheat flour in Ramazan: PM

President says Pakistan’s Huawei contest winner an inspiration  
for country’s youth

LAHORE (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Monday said that 
around 15.8 million households of 
Punjab province would be distributed 
wheat flour free of charge during the 
Holy Ramazan. The prime minister, 
who chaired a chaired a meeting to 
review the free distribution of flour 
under Ramazan Package, said it was 
for the first time in country’s histo-
ry that a package for distribution of 
free wheat flour had been prepared. 

He said the wheat flour would be 
distributed from 25th of Sha’ban to 
25th of Ramazan through 8,500 Util-
ity Stores. Moreover, another 20,000 
flour distribution points would also 
be set up to facilitate the people. The 
prime minister directed the author-
ities concerned to ensure transpar-
ency in the distribution of free flour 
among the poor and instructed to 
use modern technology to curb theft 
during the process. Moreover, he said 

no compromise would be made on 
the quality of flour. He said the people 
would be able to check their eligibili-
ty for the free wheat flour through an 
SMS. The prime minister said the fed-
eral government would also assist the 
other provinces for such a program. 
The representative of the Punjab gov-
ernment gave a detailed briefing to 
the prime minister on the free flour 
distribution program during the Holy 
Ramazan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Monday said Bhagchand 
Meghwar, belonging to the country’s 
Tharparkar who won the first prize at 
Huawei’s Global ICT Competition, was 
an inspiration for the youth. “He is an 
inspiration for the Pakistani youth and 

affirms my view that ICT (information 
and communication technology) is 
the fastest, easiest, and shortest path 
to Pakistan’s socio-economic develop-
ment and youth empowerment,” the 
president said in a tweet. President Alvi 
lauded the hard work and persistence 

of Bhagchand and said, “It shows that 
Pakistani youth can do wonders if giv-
en the opportunity and guidance.” He 
stressed the need to invest more in 
ICT and the intellectual development 
of youth in the country. “Bravo Bhagc-
hand Meghwar!,” he said.

ANF recovers 705 kg 
drugs in four operations; 

arrests three

Third convocation of 
KMSMC held

Police foil kidnapping bid 
through timely action

Connectivity projects of USF 
to be completed by June

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Anti-Nar-
cotics Force (ANF) recovered 705 kg 
of drugs while conducting four opera-
tions and arrested three accused, said 
an ANF Headquarters spokesman 
here on Monday. He informed that 
ANF recovered 2.4 kg charras from 
a car intercepted near ‘Tarnol Pha-
tak’ on G.T. Road, Rawalpindi. Two 
drug smugglers were also rounded 
up during the operation. In another 
operation, ANF recovered 500 grams 
of heroin concealed in a laptop from 
the possession of a Sharjah-bound 
passenger, a resident of Buner, arrest-
ed at Faisalabad Airport. The spokes-
man informed that a bid to smuggle 
drugs to a foreign country through 
Gwadar was foiled and ANF recov-
ered 510 kg charras and 21 kg Ice 
drug buried underground, hidden in 
bushes at Saji point in the Dasht area 
of Balochistan.

SIALKOT (APP): Third convocation 
of Khawaja Muhammad Safdar Med-
ical College (KMSMC) was held here 
on Monday in which MBBS degrees 
were conferred to 198 medical grad-
uates. University of Health Sciences 
(HS) Prof. Dr. Ahsan Waheed, Dep-
uty Commissioner Sialkot Adnan 
Mehmood Awan, Principal Khawaja 
Muhammad Safdar Medical College 
Pro. Dr. Abdul Sattar and Vice Chan-
cellor UHS Rawalpindi Prof. Dr. Mu-
hammad Umar, students and parents 
were attended the ceremony. Chief 
guest Vice Chancellor (VC) HS Pro. 
Dr. Ahsan Waheed administered the 
oath from 198 graduates of Bachelor 
of Medicine and Medicine of Surgery 
and awarded degrees.

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Police 
claimed to have arrested the kidnap-
per of a four-year-old girl just half an 
hour after her abduction. According 
to Khan Garh Police, the accused had 
taken the minor to a deserted area, 
some two kilometres away from her 
residence situated in Khan Garh city. 
SHO Qaiser Husnain saved the minor 
through timely action and arrested 
the criminal. The kidnapper lured the 
minor before taking her along with 
him on a motorbike, police said. The 
Identity of the abductor is yet to be 
revealed.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Over seven-
ty connectivity projects worth Rs 
65 billion Universal Service Fund 
(USF) are underway for the con-
nectivity of far-flung would be com-
pleted by June this year. “28 million 
people would get broadband facil-
ities after the completion of these 
connectivity projects,” said an offi-
cial of the ministry of IT. He said, 
since its inception, USF has award-
ed 123 projects worth approximate-
ly Rs. 124.8 billion in subsidy under 
its flagship programs and empow-
ered more than 26 million peo-
ple living in over 12,000 mauzas, 
thereby covering over 120 districts 
across Pakistan.

Several eateries fined over poor hygiene in Dera

Hosting G-20 summit in Srinagar aimed at  
deflecting world attention

NDMA sailed off another Ship with 550 tons of 
load for Quake-hit Turkiye & Syria 

Women’s Inclusion in Pakistani policing stressed

PRCS initiates global road safety program to  
develop socially responsible behavior among youth

Heavy fines for violators: Motorway Police  
introduce strict enforcement regime

Largest toll plazas on M-9 highway face traffic 
management challenges

Construction at IJP-Road causing trouble for 
commuters of twin cities

Role of ROs important for conducting  
impartial, transparent elections: DRO

DERA ISMAIL (APP): The district 
administration has launched a drive 
against owners of food points who 
were providing unhygienic food to 
the citizens. As part of the crackdown, 
Assistant Commissioner Muhammad 
Faseeh Ishaq Abbasi on directives 
of Deputy Commissioner Mansoor 
Arshad paid a visit to restaurants at 

Bab-e-Dera and checked the quali-
ty of food. During the inspection, he 
imposed a fine on owners of eateries 
for poor cleanliness and sub-standard 
foods. He said that the administration 
was committed to providing quality 
food items to citizens and directed 
them to comply with pure food stan-
dards issued by the government.  

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Jam-
mu and Kashmir Democratic Free-
dom Party, Shabir Ahmed Shah said 
on Monday that the Indian bid to host 
the G-20 summit in Srinagar territory 
was an attempt to deflect world atten-
tion away from the real issue of Kash-
mir. In a letter addressed to the Sec-
retary Generals UN and OIC, Shah 
said that the Modi government’s plan 
to hold the summit in the disputed 
territory was part of its disinforma-
tion campaign aimed at creating a 
smokescreen to hide ground realities 
in Kashmir and to hoodwink the in-
ternational community. According to 
a statement received here, Shah said 
that since August 5, 2019, India has 
been shamelessly promoting the so-
called normalcy narrative to create 
a notion that “all is well in Kashmir”. 
Terming the move as an attempt by 
the Modi government to whitewash 

its crimes against innocent civilians 
in Kashmir, Shah said that India’s 
present-day government, which in 
brazen violation of the UNSC reso-
lutions had unilaterally and unlaw-
fully changed the special status of 
Kashmir in 2019, has since then been 
remorselessly peddling lies to pro-
mote so-called normalcy narrative 
on Kashmir. He said that the Indian 
government’s motive behind arrang-
ing a meeting of the members of the 
G-20 in Srinagar is to keep the facade 
of normalcy alive. Urging the UN and 
OIC to take effective cognisance of 
the matter, the incarcerated leader 
said that the move would amount to 
legitimizing India’s illegal occupation 
of the internationally recognised dis-
puted territory. Shah hoped that the 
UN and OIC, both the prestigious or-
ganizations that have always support-
ed Kashmiris’ legitimate rights.

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report): As 
part of continuous relief assistance 
on Prime Minister’s directions, to 
Quake-affected people of Turkiye & 
Syria, NDMA has sailed off anoth-
er ship PNS Moawin with 550 tons 
of relief goods. Chairman NDMA Lt 
Gen Inam Haider Malik & Turkish 
Consul General Jamal Sangu and 
Commander Pakistan Fleet Rear 
Admiral Faisal Abbasi graced the 
departure ceremony of the Ship. 
The Turkish Consul General Jamal 
Sangu conveyed gratitude to Govt 
and people of Pakistan for extend-
ing humanitarian support in the af-
termath of the deadly earthquake in 
his country. The ship carrying 2625 
family-sized fire resistant winterized 
tents & 38370 blankets making a 
total of 367 tons for quake-affected 
Turkiye, whereas 179 tons aid con-
sisting of 22000 blankets, 144 tons of 

donations including essential items 
of daily use for Syria. NDMA coor-
dinated Ship carrying aid for the two 
countries has departed today and 
would reach Mersin port Türkiye on 
23 & Lattakia port Syria on 31 Mar 
23. Earlier on 28 Feb NDMA sailed 
off 1st sea cargo of 1000 tons for both 
countries through PNS Nasr that will 
be received at destination in Syria on 
13 Mar and 19/20 Mar in Turkiye. So 
far NDMA has dispatched 2812 tons 
of relief assistance to both countries 
containing Winterized family tents, 
blankets, ration packs and other es-
sential items.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The U.S. Em-
bassy in Pakistan on Wednesday 
hosted the National Women Police 
Conference at the Serena Hotel 
here. Funded by the U.S. govern-
ment, the conference united key 
stakeholders in policing and wom-
en’s rights under the theme of “In-
spire, Empower, and Transform,” 
said a press release.
The United States Institute of Peace 
(USIP) and the Parliamentarians 
Commission for Human Rights 
(PCHR) helped organize the confer-
ence.
During his remarks, U.S. Ambassa-
dor Donald Blome emphasized the 
importance of women’s inclusion in 
policing and the need for innova-
tive policies to ensure equal access 
to justice. Highlighting the role of 
women in policing and acknowledg-
ing the challenges they face in their 
line of work, he commended the 
organizers and attendees for their 
efforts in promoting women’s rights 
and empowerment, expressing his 
hope that the conference would lead 
to positive outcomes and tangible 
results.

Federal Law Minister Senator Azam 
Nazeer Tarar also affirmed the Paki-
stani government’s commitment to 
ensuring that everyone in Pakistan 
has access to justice and that wom-
en are safe. He emphasized the need 
for collaborative efforts between 
government agencies, civil society 
organizations, and other stakehold-
ers to promote gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in the coun-
try.
The National Women Police Con-
ference 2023 is part of a broader ef-
fort to promote gender equality and 
women’s empowerment in Pakistan.
Through the Bureau of International 
Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs, the U.S. government has been 
working closely with the Govern-
ment of Pakistan and civil society 
partners to support initiatives that 
promote women’s rights and access 
to justice. The conference provided 
an important platform to discuss 
and share best practices, challeng-
es, and opportunities for women’s 
inclusion in policing, ultimately im-
proving access to justice for all in 
Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Red 
Crescent Society (PRCS) initiat-
ed Global Road Safety Program 
aiming to sensitize students about 
road safety and prevent accidents 
through adopting global modules. 
According to the PRCS official, the 
initiative focuses on strengthening 
road safety systems through adopt-
ing international best practices on 
legislation, education, enforcement, 
use of technologies and internation-
al regulatory framework to ensure 
road safety and avoid any mishaps. 
The main objective of this activity 
was to spread road safety awareness 
among our young generation and to 

strengthen the global road safety 
education program in Pakistan. The 
initiative will also help to develop so-
cially responsible behaviour among 
youth and engage them to play their 
role as agents of behavioural change 
in society. As a part of this program, 
PRCS is organizing awareness ses-
sions for students regarding road 
safety and traffic rules in various 
public and private educational in-
stitutions of the Federal Capital in-
cluding IMS Girls school G-6/1-3, Is-
lamabad Model Girls School i-10/4, 
IMS Girls school no 2 i-10/1, Roots 
International school Liverpool cam-
pus Islamabad.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) have launched a campaign 
#NoMore to promote road safety and 
reduce violations on motorways. Ac-
cording to the details shared by NHMP 
on Monday, the campaign aims to create 
awareness among motorists and pro-
mote responsible driving habits. Those 
who violate traffic laws and regulations, 
such as not wearing seat belts, using 
mobile phones while driving, or speed-
ing, would be heavily fined. For the en-
forcement of the said campaign spotters 

have been planted along the motorways 
which are equipped with high-definition 
cameras to capture clear photos of ve-
hicles. In addition to that, cameras will 
also capture violations such as drivers 
not wearing seat belts and using mo-
bile phones while driving. The vehicle 
number will also be recorded which will 
make it easier for authorities to issue 
challans. To further enhance the effec-
tiveness, a variable messaging system 
will be put in place which will display 
the vehicle number on the back screen 
reminding the violator about the fine.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Karachi 
and Jamshoro toll plazas on the 
M-9 highway, which are the largest 
toll plazas in the area have become 
a concern for travellers due to long 
queues. Talking to APP here on Mon-
day, an official of the National High-
way Authority (NHA) stated that the 
main reason for long queues was the 
lack of awareness among road users 
who enter M-Tag lanes instead of cash 
lanes and vice versa, despite promi-
nent displays of lanes on the toll pla-
zas for the convenience of the road 
commuters. The official informed 
that the toll plazas were managed by 

a subsidiary of Frontier Works Orga-
nization (FWO) M/s SCORE, adding 
they had 24 lane booths, out of which 
six are at entry and 18 booths have 
been set for an exit. He said that to 
improve traffic management various 
measures had been implemented in-
cluding lane partitions with barriers 
that extend up to 100 metres from 
the toll plaza, dedicated M-Tag lanes 
for commuters with sufficient M-Tag 
balance, and low balance options. 
In addition, he said cash lanes were 
also separated at each toll plaza for 
facilitating commuters who prefer to 
pay in cash.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The commuters 
in Rawalpindi-Islamabad have been 
facing severe traffic jams, dust and 
smoke pollution issues due to the 
IJ Principal road expansion project 
which is being carried out to improve 
the road infrastructure. The resi-
dents hail along IJ Principal Road, 
I-8, I-9, I-10, and Satellite Town have 
demanded its early completion as the 
dust and smoke pollution was caus-
ing respiratory diseases in the area 
and the project has also significantly 
affected the ecological environment 
of the twin cities. The Primary con-
cern has been the heavy vehicles that 

are constantly moving in and out of 
the construction during peak hours, 
Rehman Ahmed a road user told APP, 
adding that long queues and signifi-
cant delays cause frustration as well 
as inconvenience for commuters. 
Another citizen, Abdul Jabbar said 
that drivers are violating traffic rules 
by not following lane discipline and 
overtaking from the wrong side. 
This results in further chaos on the 
already congested road, he added. 
He said that commuters are having 
a tough time navigating through the 
traffic and reaching their destina-
tions on time. 

ATTOCK (APP): Under the chair-
manship of Deputy Commissioner/ 
District Returning Officer (DRO) 
Rao Atif Raza, the oath-taking cer-
emony of returning officers of five 
Constituencies of the Punjab As-
sembly was held in the staff room of 
the DC office on Monday. Rao Atif 

Raza while administering the oath 
to the returning officers, said that 
returning officers had an important 
responsibility for conducting im-
partial and transparent elections, 
therefore they should use all their 
abilities to conduct transparent elec-
tions.
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S. Korea’s jobless claims grow in double digits in February

US regulators rush to contain SVB fallout, Biden vows to fix ‘mess’

Most Asian markets sink after US lender’s collapse

ECB seen hiking rates again, but for how much longer?

Oil Updates — Crude slightly edges up; Biden plans limits on  
oil drilling in Alaska, Arctic Circle

Regulators close New York’s Signature Bank, the second US bank  
failure in days

Australia’s nuclear submarine sector to generate 20,000 jobs

Powerful UAE royal’s firm mulls takeover of SVB’s UK unit

SEOUL (Agencies): South Korea’s 
jobless claims grew in double digits 
last month amid rising worry about 
an economic slump, a government 
report showed Monday. The number 
of new applicants for job-seeking 
benefits was 108,000 in February, 
up 14.0 percent from a year earlier, 
according to the Ministry of Em-
ployment and Labor. The number 

rebounded this year on the back of 
mounting concerns about the do-
mestic economic downturn, driv-
en by the continued export fall and 
the rapid interest rate hikes. The 
applicants for the benefits mainly 
increased in the manufacturing, con-
struction, wholesale and retail indus-
tries. The job-seeking benefits are of-
fered by the government to help the 

unemployed seek jobs, taking up a 
majority of unemployment benefits. 
It is financed by the state employ-
ment insurance fund. The number 
of benefit receivers totaled 618,000 
in February, up 1.8 percent from a 
year earlier. The total payment of 
job-seeking benefits increased 0.9 
percent to 886.1 billion won (680.5 
million U.S. dollars) last month.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): US au-
thorities unveiled sweeping measures 
Sunday to rescue depositors’ mon-
ey in full from failed Silicon Valley 
Bank and to promise other institu-
tions to help in meeting customers’ 
needs, as they announced a second 
tech-friendly bank had been closed 
by regulators. With the two bank fail-
ures rattling nerves, President Joe 
Biden vowed to hold “fully account-

able” the people responsible for “this 
mess” and said he would deliver re-
marks on Monday morning on main-
taining a resilient banking system. 
“The American people and Ameri-
can businesses can have confidence 
that their bank deposits will be there 
when they need them,” Biden said. In 
a joint statement, financial agencies 
including the US Treasury said SVB 
depositors would have access to “all 

of their money” starting Monday, 
March 13, and that American tax-
payers will not have to foot the bill. 
The “core goal” of the moves was to 
reassure bank customers they would 
have their money “to meet payroll to 
keep their businesses operating, and 
to make sure households are able to 
pay the rent or the mortgage or any of 
their other bills,” US Federal Reserve 
officials told reporters Sunday night.

HONG KONG (Agencies): Most Asian 
markets fell Monday as the closure of 
two regional US banks sparked fears 
of contagion in the financial sector, 
even as officials promised to support 
customers. The collapse Friday of Sil-
icon Valley Bank, which specialises in 
venture-capital financing largely in the 
tech sector, came after a huge run on 
deposits left it unable to stay afloat on 
its own. That came in response to its 

announcement of a stock offering and 
sale of securities to raise much-needed 
cash. Its shares collapsed 60 percent 
in New York on Thursday and trading 
was suspended Friday morning, be-
fore regulators said they had closed it 
down. SVB is the largest retail bank to 
fail since the 2008 financial crisis. Its 
problems had built up as the US Fed-
eral Reserve’s year-long interest rate 
hikes meant securities it owned were 

selling for significantly less – a prob-
lem that other banks could face. On 
Sunday, New York regulators said they 
had closed another lender, Signature 
Bank. The crisis forced the Fed, the 
Treasury Department and Federal De-
posit Insurance Corp. to pledge to fully 
protect all depositors and give backup 
to any lenders struggling to find cash, 
providing easier terms on short-term 
loans.

FRANKFURT (Agencies): The Eu-
ropean Central Bank is all but cer-
tain to raise interest rates again on 
Thursday, shifting analysts’ atten-
tion to how much higher policymak-
ers plan to go in the months ahead to 
tame inflation. The ECB’s 26-mem-
ber governing council will “very, 
very likely” raise interest rates by 
another half a percentage point at 
its meeting in Frankfurt, president 
Christine Lagarde said last week. 

It would be the sixth successive in-
crease, leaving the ECB’s three main 
rates 3.5 percentage points high-
er since July. The ECB has hiked 
rates at an historically fast pace to 
cool consumer prices after energy 
and food costs shot up in the wake 
of Russia’s war in Ukraine. With 
Thursday’s decision “a done deal”, 
investors will be more interested in 
clues about the ECB’s future moves, 
said ING bank economist Carsten 

Brzeski. He predicts a “heated dis-
cussion” between dovish policymak-
ers wanting to slow down rate hikes 
to ease the economic pain of high-
er borrowing costs, and “hawks” 
pushing to stay the course as infla-
tion remains well above the ECB’s 
two-percent goal. “The March hike 
will be less important than what 
is signalled for May and beyond,” 
Deutsche Bank economists said in a 
preview note.

RIYADH (Agencies): Oil prices 
ticked up in Monday’s Asian trade, 
reversing a poor start as a recovery 
in Chinese demand and a weaker 
dollar provided support to a mar-
ket rattled by the prospect possible 
further US interest rate increases. 
After initially slipping in early trad-
ing, Brent crude futures were up 
24 cents, or 0.29 percent, to $83.02 
per barrel by 10.30 a.m. Saudi time.  
West Texas Intermediate crude fu-
tures ticked up by 23 cents, or 0.30 

percent, to $76.91 a barrel. US Pres-
ident Joe Biden will prevent or lim-
it oil drilling in 13 million acres of 
Alaska and the Arctic Ocean, the As-

sociated Press reported on Sunday, 
citing an administration official. The 
reported move comes as Biden’s ad-
ministration earlier this week said 
that it has not yet made a final de-
cision on whether to approve Cono-
coPhillips’ massive Willow oil proj-
ect in northwest Alaska. According 
to AP, the plan has two parts. To 
start with, Biden will bar drilling in 
nearly 3 million acres of the Arctic 
Ocean, closing off the rest of its fed-
eral waters from oil exploration.

NEW YORK (Agencies): State reg-
ulators closed New York-based Sig-
nature Bank on Sunday, just two 
days after California authorities 
shuttered Silicon Valley Bank , in a 
collapse that roiled global markets 
and left billions of dollars of depos-
its belonging to companies and in-
vestors stranded. The US Treasury 
Department and other bank regu-
lators said in a joint statement on 
Sunday that all depositors of Sig-

nature Bank will be made whole, 
and “no losses will be borne by the 
taxpayer.” The Signature failure is 
the third-largest in US history. New 
York banking regulators appointed 

the Federal Deposit Insurance Cor-
poration (FDIC) as receiver for lat-
er disposition of the bank’s assets. 
Signature Bank reported deposit 
balances totaling $89.17 billion as 
of March 8. As of Dec. 31, it had 
approximately $110.36 billion in as-
sets, according to New York state’s 
Department of Financial Services. 
Representatives for Signature Bank 
did not immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment.

SYDNEY (Agencies): Australia is 
briefing neighbouring Asian coun-
tries on its plan to build nuclear 
submarines ahead of an announce-
ment about it in the US, Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese said, as lo-
cal media reported the programme 
could generate 20,000 jobs. US 
president Joe Biden, Albanese and 
British prime minister Rishi Sunak 
will meet in San Diego on Monday 
local time to announce a plan for 

Australia to acquire a fleet of nu-
clear-powered submarines next de-
cade. Australia was informing its 
regional neighbours about the plan, 

known as Aukus, Albanese said on 
Sunday in San Diego, after meeting 
with Sunak. “I’ve been talking with 
other leaders in the region, as well, 
explaining our position. And it’s 
been well-received and understood 
why we’re doing this,” Albanese 
told reporters. China has objected 
to the transfer of nuclear propulsion 
technology to Australia. Aukus is 
seeking to counter China’s military 
buildup and its pressure on Taiwan.

LONDON (Agencies): Royal Group, 
an investment firm controlled by a 
top Abu Dhabi royal, is considering 
a possible takeover of the UK arm 
of Silicon Valley Bank following 
its collapse last week, according 
to people familiar with the matter. 
The conglomerate, chaired by Unit-
ed Arab Emirates national security 
adviser Sheikh Tahnoon bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, is discussing a potential 

buy-out through one of its subsidiar-
ies, said the people, who asked not 
to be identified because the discus-
sions are private. No final decision 
has been made and a bid may not 

be tabled. Representatives for Royal 
Group didn’t immediately respond 
to requests for comments outside of 
normal working hours. Other firms 
are also said to be exploring making 
a bid. Clearing bank Bank of Lon-
don Group Ltd said in a statement 
on Sunday that it has submitted a 
formal proposal to the Treasury, 
Bank of England and the board of 
SVB UK.

Tokyo stocks close lower after US lender’s failure

Minister of investment signs MoU in field of  
Deep Technology Investment

China premier warns 2023 growth target  
‘no easy task’

Credit Suisse shares sink 14% to new record low

US government: Silicon Valley Bank clients  
will get funds

Banks in India stand out amid Silicon Valley 
Bank crisis

TOKYO (Agencies): Tokyo stocks 
closed lower on Monday as conta-
gion fears grew after the failure of 
US regional lender Silicon Valley 
Bank (SVB) sent Wall Street shares 
tumbling. The benchmark Nikkei 
225 index ended down 1.11 percent, 
or 311.01 points, at 27,832.96, while 
the broader Topix index lost 1.51 
percent, or 30.59 points, to 2,000.99. 
“SVB’s failure led to global risk-off 
sentiment as worries over the finan-
cial system grew,” IwaiCosmo Securi-
ties said. “The prospect that the Bank 
of Japan’s massive easing policy will 
likely be maintained for a while also 
prompted sales of banking shares, 

while the yen’s appreciation against 
the dollar weighed on export-linked 
shares.” US authorities unveiled 
sweeping measures on Sunday to 
rescue depositors’ money in full from 
SVB. The Federal Reserve also said it 
would make extra funding available 
to help other institutions meet cus-
tomer needs, as a second tech-friend-
ly bank was closed by regulators. 
With the two bank failures rattling 
nerves, US President Joe Biden 
vowed to hold “fully accountable” the 
people responsible for “this mess”. 
Biden said he would deliver remarks 
on Monday about maintaining a resil-
ient banking system.

RIAYDH (Agencies): In the presence 
of the Minister of Investment, Eng. 
Khalid bin Abdulaziz Al-Falih, the Min-
istry of Investment yesterday signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with BETA-Lab company, the 
fund and studio of developing com-
panies in the field of deep technology, 
aiming to incentivize investment and 

innovation of developing companies 
operating in the field of deep technol-
ogy. The MoU also aims to facilitating 
the entry of international entrepre-
neurship in the field of dee technol-
ogies into the Kingdom; transferring 
knowledge of deep technologies and 
developing innovation-incentivizing 
policies of deep technologies.

BEIJING (Agencies): China’s new 
premier warned Monday that the 
country’s five-percent growth tar-
get for 2023 would not be “easy” to 
achieve, as its rubber-stamp parlia-
ment wrapped up over a week of 
meetings. The government set the 
economic growth target of “around 
five percent” this month, one of the 
lowest in decades as China emerged 
from strict zero-Covid rules that 
dragged on its GDP. And Li Qiang 
-- one of Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping’s most trusted allies, confirmed 
as premier over the weekend -- admit-
ted that goal would be hard to attain. 
“I’m afraid that reaching our growth 
target of around five percent will be 

no easy task, and will require that 
we redouble our efforts,” Li said at 
a press conference in Beijing held to 
mark the closing of the National Peo-
ple’s Congress (NPC). China posted 
just three percent growth last year, 
missing its stated target of around 
5.5 percent by a wide margin as the 
economy strained under the impact 
of strict Covid policies and a property 
crisis. Li said Monday that the modest 
figure “has been determined after a 
comprehensive consideration of var-
ious factors”. He warned of “many 
new challenges” to growth, but added 
that most people “don’t fix their sights 
every day” on the country’s economic 
indicators.

ZURICH (Agencies): Credit Suisse 
shares plunged by more than 14% on 
Monday to hit a new historic low, as the 
markets worried about European banks 
following the collapse of US lender SVB. 
Shares in Switzerland’s second-biggest 
bank fell rapidly on the Swiss stock ex-
change, dropping 14.30% to 2.139 Swiss 
francs. Other European banks took a 
beating, with Germany’s Commerzbank 
down 12%, Spain’s Santander shedding 
7.4% and the Netherlands’ ING falling 
8.3%. Credit Suisse has lost 81% of its 
value since it was rocked by the bank-
ruptcy of the British financial firm Green-

sill in March 2021 – the first in a series 
of scandals that have weakened the Zu-
rich-based bank. Those shocks forced 
Credit Suisse to launch a major restruc-
turing effort, but the bank has continued 
to see its value drop on the stock market. 
Under the weight of those restructuring 
costs, the bank reported in early Febru-
ary a net loss of 7.3 billion Swiss francs 
(US$7.76 billion) for the 2022 financial 
year. That came against a backdrop of 
massive withdrawals of funds by its cli-
ents, including in the wealth manage-
ment sector – one of the activities on 
which the bank intends to refocus.

NEW YORK (Agencies): The US gov-
ernment took emergency steps Sun-
day in an attempt to prevent more 
instability among banks after the 
historic failure of Silicon Valley Bank, 
and assured clients of the failed finan-
cial institution that they would be able 
to recover all of their money quickly.
The announcement came amid fears 
that the factors that caused the San-
ta Clara, California-based bank could 
spread, and only hours before trading 
began in Asia. Regulators had worked 
all weekend to try and come up with 
a buyer for the bank or broker anoth-
er intervention, and as another bank, 

Signature Bank, was shuttered. The 
Treasury Department, Federal Re-
serve and FDIC said Sunday that all 
Silicon Valley Bank clients will be 
protected and have access to their 
funds and announced steps designed 
to protect the bank’s customers and 
prevent more bank runs. “This step 
will ensure that the US banking sys-
tem continues to perform its vital 
roles of protecting deposits and pro-
viding access to credit to households 
and businesses in a manner that pro-
motes strong and sustainable eco-
nomic growth,” the agencies said in a 
joint statement.

NEW DELHI (Agencies):  Indian 
banks’ large reliance on local depos-
its cushions them as global peers are 
facing potential contagion from the 
woes emanating from Silicon Valley 
Bank, according to Macquarie Group 
Ltd. Amid all the “gloom and doom” in 
global banks, Indian lenders are dis-
tinguished with “hardly any exposure 
directly or indirectly to SVB”, Macqua-
rie analyst Suresh Ganapathy wrote in 
emailed comments on Monday. The 
sector has “a domestic deposit fund-
ed system with investments in Indian 
government securities”, he wrote. Fi-
nancial companies in India outper-
formed regional peers Monday as 
Jefferies Financial Group Inc echoed 
Macquarie’s outlook. The nation’s 
banking sector gauge rose as much as 
0.6% before erasing gains, while the 

MSCI AC Asia Pacific Financials In-
dex dropped as much as 1.3% to add 
to Friday’s 2.2% slump. In a Friday 
note, Ganapathy retained his bullish 
outlook for Indian lenders, expecting a 
“goldilocks scenario” for the next two 
years due to strong asset quality. “De-
spite concerns of a slowdown in loan 
growth and margin compression, the 
earnings upgrade cycle continues for 
the banking sector,” the analyst wrote, 
raising the sector’s earnings growth 
estimates by 3%-9% for the years 
through March 2025.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: You need to keep both 
feet on the ground today. It’s a 
good time to stay focused on the 
projects and tasks that are immedi-
ately available to you. You can get 
back to lofty business later!
– TAURUS: You’re getting a better 
sense of what’s going on with that 
delicate situation at work or home. 
Your good energy makes it easier 
to understand people and their mo-
tivations in a deeper way.  
– GEMINI: Life is a bit more diffi-
cult than it used to be, but the sit-
uation is only temporary, so don’t 
panic. You’re up to the challenge 
and may be able to draw on sup-
port from unexpected sources.
– CANCER: Work could be prob-
lematic for you today due to the 
stubbornness of one client or co-
worker or maybe even the boss! 
There’s not much you can do now 
except try to accommodate them.
– LEO: Ego issues could be trou-
bling today, so do your best to re-
move yours from the equation. If 
you can feel good about yourself 

no matter what, you should find 
the day works to your advantage.
– VIRGO: Your creative side needs 
a break today. You’ve been work-
ing at quite a clip! Try not to fall 
into the trap of criticizing the folks 
around you, though. They need 
support now more than ever.
– LIBRA: No matter how smooth 
things seem to be early today, 
somehow they’ll get derailed (tem-
porarily) when an authority figure 
decides to interfere. Take a deep 
breath and deal. Anger won’t help 
this time!
– SCORPIO: You need to take a pri-
mary role in today’s activities even 
if you’re far from expert at them. 
It’s a time of odd role reversals and 
curious emotions. You can handle 
them with flair.
– SAGITTARIUS: You need to do 
whatever it takes to keep your 
bank account healthy today, even if 
that means putting off a purchase 
that you feel you really need. You 
can wait a little longer for this one.
– CAPRICORN: You’re seeing good 
results from all your hard work 
today thanks to a surge of energy 
that pushes your efforts in the right 
direction. It’s a good time to finish 
things and prepare to move on.
– ACQUARIUS: Let other people 
take center stage today. You need 
to be in the background. It’s not 
that you’re at risk, it’s just that 
you’re feeling more comfortable 
out of the limelight.
– PISCES: You’re getting more help 
from others than usual. People are 
more likely to offer their support 
before they’re asked, and that 
helps everything go more smooth-
ly.

DAILY HOROSCOPE: MARCH 14, 2023

Almiron secures victory as Newcastle rise to 5th

Carlos Sainz’s team claim long-awaited victory at Desert X Prix Round 2 in NEOM

Barcelona beat Bilbao amid more refereeing controversy

Scheffler romps to Players Championship win, reclaims top ranking

Pogacar wins ‘dream’ Paris-Nice title

‘Happy’ Bagnaia leaves rivals trailing in MotoGP testing

Henderson the doyen of trainers blessed with strong constitution

NEWCASTLE (Agencies): Miguel 
Almiron came off the bench to se-
cure a 2-1 victory for Newcastle Unit-
ed over Wolverhampton Wanderers 
with only his second goal since De-
cember to move his side up into fifth 
place in the Premier League on Sun-
day. Left out of the starting lineup by 
manager Eddie Howe, Almiron got 
his chance in the 68th minute and 
made his mark 11 minutes later with 
a superbly-taken goal to earn New-

castle a first league win in six games. 
Club record signing Alexander Isak 
had given Newcastle the lead with 
a powerful header after 26 minutes 

although they were perhaps fortu-
nate not to be down to 10 men after 
keeper Nick Pope appeared to take 
down Raul Jimenez in the box earli-
er. To add to Wolves’ frustration Pope 
made several top-quality saves and 
Daniel Podence fired a shot against 
the post. But the visitors did equalise 
when a slip by Kieran Trippier, as he 
tried to clear the ball, allowed substi-
tute Hwang Hee-chan the easiest of 
finishes in the 70th minute.

NEOM (Agencies): ACCIONA | SAINZ 
XE Team secured a historic first win in 
Extreme E with a dominant run in the 
Grand Final, finishing ahead of Round 
1 winners Veloce Racing in second 
and Rosberg X Racing (RXR) in third 
on the sands of NEOM. Laia Sanz and 
Mattias Ekstrom, supported on-site by 
team owner Carlos Sainz Snr., domi-
nated the race from start to finish, es-
tablishing a comfortable lead as Veloce 
Racing and RXR fought over the run-
ners-up spot. In fourth place were ABT 

CUPRA XE, having recovered well 
from a crash in Round 1’s Redemption 
Race to make it to the Grand Final sec-
ond time around. No.99 GMC HUM-

MER EV Chip Ganassi Racing finished 
fifth, marking two Grand Finals out of 
two for the team’s new driver-pairing of 
RJ Anderson and Extreme E newcom-
er Amanda Sorensen. Winners of the 
Redemption Race were X44 Vida Car-
bon Racing. Having tied fifth in Qual-
ifying with eventual Round 2 winners, 
ACCIONA | SAINZ XE Team, Fraser 
McConnell and Cristina Gutierrez lost 
out on a spot in the Grand Final due to 
a slower time in the Continental Trac-
tion Challenge.

MADRID (Agencies): Still mired in 
controversy over its payments to the 
company of a former refereeing com-
mittee official, Barcelona restored its 
lead over Real Madrid to nine points 
in the Spanish league on Sunday after 
a late VAR decision went its way. Bar-
celona beat Athletic Bilbao 1-0 after 
video review disallowed an 87th-min-
ute goal by Bilbao forward Iñaki Wil-
liams for a handball in the buildup. 
VAR also was used to confirm Bar-
celona’s winning goal by Raphinha 
after it was initially disallowed for off-

side. “I thought they were looking at 
offsides, but then I saw it on the video 
board, and I think it was a handball,” 
Barcelona coach Xavi said. Williams 
laughed at the decision on Twitter af-

ter the game. “We are upset,” Bilbao 
coach Ernesto Valverde said. “No-
body on the field had seen anything, 
not even the referee or the fourth 
official or the other assistants.” The 
review of Williams’ goal took nearly 
three minutes. When the decision was 
announced, it drew loud jeers from 
the home fans at San Mamés Stadi-
um. Madrid had moved to six points 
off the lead with a 3-1 win at Espanyol 
at home on Saturday. Barcelona and 
Madrid play the final league “clasico” 
next week at Camp Nou stadium.

FLORIDA (Agencies): Scottie Scheffler 
ran away with the Players Champion-
ship title on Sunday and along with it 
took the number one world ranking 
and the PGA Tour’s richest purse of 
$4.5 million. It was another clinical ef-
fort from the unflappable American, 
who carded a final round three-under 
69 on a gusty afternoon in Ponte Vedra 
Beach, Florida for a commanding five-
shot win over Briton Tyrrell Hatton, 
who closed with a 65. A winning total 
of a 17-under 271 brought Scheffler his 
sixth career title and second in his last 
four starts as the Masters champion 

signaled he is well prepared for next 
month’s Green Jacket defence. Schef-
fler becomes just the third player, along 
with Jack Nicklaus and Tiger Woods, 
to hold both the Masters and Players 
Championship titles at the same time. 

“This tournament feels like a major 
championship to me and this morning 
was tough,” said Scheffler. “I knew the 
conditions were going to get really hard 
late. “I did a really good job of staying 
patient, not trying to force things, and 
then I got hot kind of in the middle of 
the round and tried to put things away 
as quickly as I could.” Scheffler, who 
needed to finish in a tie for fifth or 
better to reclaim the number one spot 
from Jon Rahm, started the day two 
clear at the top of the leaderboard and 
got his round off to a slow start by go-
ing one-over through seven.

Nice (Agencies): Tadej Pogacar won 
cycling’s Paris-Nice on Sunday when 
his solo triumph on the Riviera town’s 
iconic Promenade des Anglais pro-
pelled the UAE Emirates rider to a 
crushing overall victory on his first 
entry to the eight-day event. The Slo-
venian, a double Tour de France win-
ner, finished alone to clinch a third 
individual stage on the race, bowing 
to the crowds as he crossed the line, 
with Frenchman David Gaudu ending 
second overall and Jonas Vingegaard 
in third. “It was always my dream to 
win Paris-Nice,” the 24-year-old Slove-

nian said. “The competition here was 
really huge. To be alongside David 
Gaudu and Jonas Vingegaard on the 
podium is special,” Pogacar said. Po-
gacar has changed his schedule this 
season in a bid to regain the Tour de 

France title he let slip to Vingegaard in 
2022. He was leading going into Sun-
day’s mountainous stage in the Nice 
back-country and made a solo break 
on the final climb “I really know these 
roads,”said the Monaco resident. “I 
knew exactly how my legs were on 
the final climb. I was really good with 
maths today. I calculated it great.” The 
FDJ Groupama rider Gaudu also put 
himself on the season’s map with this 
performance. “It’s a super result, it’s 
not always you can go on the podium 
in a World Tour stage race,” said the 
French climber.

PARIS (Agencies): Reigning MotoGP 
Champion Francesco Bagnaia domi-
nated the two-day pre-season testing 
which ended Sunday at Portimao in 
Portugal. The Italian set the fastest 
time on his Ducati ahead of French 
riders Johann Zarco, on a Ducati-Pra-
mac, and Fabio Quartararo on a Ya-
maha. Bagnaia was the only rider in 
the test to better the 1:38 mark on 
Sunday, breaking the lap record he set 
in 2021. “I am very happy. I’ve been 
well in these five days of test,“ said 
Bagnaia. He was 0.296sec faster than 

Zarco’s best time and 0.334sec bet-
ter than Quartararo. Quartararo, the 
2021 world champion and last year’s 
runner-up, had struggled to keep up 
during the three-day test at Sepang 

in Malaysia in mid-February and had 
a disappointing Saturday in Portimao 
when he was only eighth fastest. “A 
big improvement,“ he said. “I am pret-
ty happy. “Still missing a few things 
but we’ve made a massive step from 
yesterday and from Sepang.” Italian 
Luca Marini (Ducati-VR46), who was 
the fastest rider at Sepang, was fourth 
best over the two days, after being 
fastest on Saturday. The Portimao cir-
cuit in southern Portugal will host the 
first Grand Prix of the 2023 season on 
March 26.

PARIS (Agencies): Legendary En-
glish trainer Nicky Henderson’s god-
father was Field Marshal Bernard 
Montgomery and he would have been 
rightly proud of his godson’s gen-
eralship in training 72 Cheltenham 
Festival winners. The doyen of jumps 
trainers looks well placed to add to 
his tally on Tuesday, the first day of 
this year’s Festival, with the unbeat-
en Constitution Hill in the Champion 
Hurdle feature race. If successful, it 
would give 72-year-old Henderson 
a record-extending ninth win in the 

race which began with See You Then, 
which won the first of his three in 
1985. Henderson -- whose late father 
Johnny was aide-de-camp to Mont-
gomery, or ‘Monty’ as he was popu-

larly known -- had racing coursing 
through his veins from an early age. 
He tried his hand at banking after 
leaving Eton but he quickly realised 
it was not for him. “I used to sit there 
reading The Sporting Life with the 
outside pages of the Financial Times 
wrapped round to avoid detection,” 
he told the Racing Post in 2020. “But 
with just my one A-Level in French 
I was never really cut out for it.” Six 
trainers’ titles and every significant 
race bar the Grand National have 
proved he made the right choice.

Pegula fights her way into Indian Wells 4th round

Second edition of Rally Jameel comes  
to a successful end in Al-Qassim

Man City star Haaland is here to stay, says Guardiola

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Ameri-
can Jessica Pegula still finds it “weird” 
to think of herself as the world’s No 3 
player, but she doesn’t feel any partic-
ular pressure to live up to the ranking. 
The American said her ability to com-
partmentalise keeps her focused on 
each match – just as it helps her take 
it point by point in the kind of come-
back win she needed Sunday to reach 
the fourth round of the Indian Wells 
combined WTA and ATP Masters 1000 
hard court tournament. “That was defi-
nitely a battle today,” Pegula said after 
rallying for a 3-6, 6-4, 7-5 victory over 
Anastasia Potapova, who lifted the 
WTA trophy in Linz last month. “I just 
felt like I started off a little slow,” Pe-
gula said. “She had some confidence, 
obviously going for a lot of her shots. 

She just won a tournament as well. “So 
I’m just glad I was able to work my way 
back into the match and ended up play-
ing much better than how I started.” It 
marked the second straight match that 
Pegula had to come from a set down to 
win. While she had to make a concen-
trated effort to fire herself up in chilly, 
late-night conditions against Camila 
Giorgi, Pegula said that against Pota-
pova she just tried to stick to her game 
plan.

JEDDAH (Agencies): Rally Jameel 
came to an end on Sunday with Eweli-
na Chlebowska of Poland and co-driver 
Hanna Riehle of Germany from Sand-
storm Express taking first place in 
the second edition of the rally in their 
Toyota FJ Cruiser. The first world-class 
navigational rally in the region exclu-
sive for women concluded with all 82 
participants safely making it to Al-Qa-
ssim, the final stage of the roughly 
1,600 km five-day long rally. Coming 
in second and third were Camilia Lip-
aroti of Italy and her co-driver Rosa 
Romero of Spain from CAT Racing in 
their Toyota Fortuner, and Annie Seel 
and her colleague Catalina Floberg of 
Sweden from Seel Motorsport, also in 

a Toyota Fortuner. “We congratulate 
all the brave women who participated 
in the second edition. This year, the 
rally attracted 82 participants from 25 
countries — showcasing its global ap-
peal and perseverance in cultivating an 
engaging motorsport experience that 
brings women together,” said Munir 
Khoja, managing director of branding, 
marketing communications and spon-
sorship at Abdul Latif Jameel Motors.

LONDON (Agencies): As Erling 
Haaland was mobbed by his Man-
chester City teammates, the Norway 
star’s broad grin gave Pep Guardi-
ola renewed belief that his covet-
ed striker is still happy at the club 
ahead of Tuesday’s decisive Cham-
pions League clash with RB Leipzig. 
When Haaland scored a late penal-
ty to clinch City’s 1-0 win against 
Crystal Palace in the Premier League 
on Saturday, he responded with a 

joyous slide across the rain-soaked 
Selhurst Park pitch. Amid reports 
that Paris Saint-Germain and Real 
Madrid are plotting audacious bids 
for Haaland in the close season, the 
22-year-old’s ecstatic reaction to 
his winner was a welcome sight for 
Guardiola. Haaland has scored 28 
times in the Premier League and net-
ted 34 goals in all competitions since 
arriving from Borussia Dortmund in 
May. He remains on course to break 
the Premier League goal record for 
a single campaign, jointly held by 
Alan Shearer and Andy Cole, who 
netted 34 for Blackburn and New-
castle respectively. Yet, although the 
raw numbers suggest all is well with 
the astonishingly prolific striker and 
his team, the eye-test has sometimes 
painted a different picture.
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Cyclists hit Brazil’s streets nude to display 
their vulnerability to traffic accidents

Iran to buy Su-35 fighter jets from Russia

Seoul mayor advocates homegrown nuclear arsenal

Four German airports cancel Monday flights 
due to strike

Fuelled by Ukraine, European arms  
imports double in 2022

SAO PAULO (Agencies): Helmeted 
or bare-headed -- and often wearing 
nothing else at all -- some 30 cyclists 
braved the rain in Sao Paulo, Latin 
America’s largest metropolis, to sen-
sitize motorists to their “vulnerabili-
ty” on the road. Most riders on Paulis-
ta Avenue, one of the busiest arteries 
in Brazil’s economic capital, were in 
fact nude. Some, a bit more modest-
ly, preferred wearing minimal under-
wear. One rider wore a Russian-style 
chapka on his head and nothing else 
but the green paint that covered him 
from head to toe. The group was tak-
ing part in what is called the Pedalada 
Pelada (Pedaling Bare), the Brazilian 
version of the World Naked Bike Ride 
movement. “We are naked on one 
of Latin America’s biggest avenues, 
showing that we are vulnerable to 
the force, the violence of cars,” Allis 
Bezerra, a bearded 41-year-old pho-
tographer, told AFP. He added: “This 
movement serves to demonstrate 

to society just how important we 
are. By using bikes as our means of 
transport, we take cars off the street 
that would be polluting the environ-
ment.” Andresa Aguida, a 43-year-old 
artist, had the message “Sustainable 
Pedaling” painted on her stomach 
before setting off, bare-breasted, on 
Paulista Avenue. “Motorists show us 
no respect when we are riding,” she 
said. “They honk and seem to be say-
ing: ‘Move or I’ll run you down.’” Cy-
clists were hospitalized in more than 
16,000 serious accidents in 2021 -- an 
average of 44 a day -- according to a 
study published last June by the Bra-
zilian Association of Traffic Medicine, 
or Abramet.

TEHRAN (Agencies): Iran has 
reached a deal to buy advanced Su-
35 fighter planes from Russia, Ira-
nian state media said on Saturday, 
expanding a relationship that has 
seen Iranian-built drones used in 
Russia’s war on Ukraine, Reuters re-
ports. “The Sukhoi-35 fighter planes 
are technically acceptable to Iran 
and Iran has finalised a contract for 
their purchase,” the broadcaster IRIB 
quoted Iran’s mission to the United 
Nations in New York as saying. IRIB’s 
report did not carry any Russian con-
firmation of the deal, details of which 
were not disclosed. The mission said 
Iran had also inquired about buying 
military aircraft from several other 

unnamed countries, IRIB reported. 
Iran’s purchase of Russian fighter jets 
was first reported by news website 
Semafor on Thursday. Russian Pres-
ident Vladimir Putin met Iranian Su-
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame-
nei in Tehran last July, stressing 
closer ties in the face of Western pres-
sure over the war in Ukraine. Iran 
has acknowledged sending drones to 
Russia but says they were sent before 
Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine last 
year. Moscow denies that its forces 
use Iranian-built drones in Ukraine, 
although many have been shot down 
and recovered there. Iran’s air force 
has only a few dozen strike aircraft, 
including Russian jets as well as age-
ing U.S. models acquired before the 
Iranian revolution of 1979. In 2018, 
Iran said it had started production of 
the locally-designed Kowsar fighter 
for use in its air force. Some military 
experts believe the jet is a carbon 
copy of an F-5, first produced in the 
United States in the 1960s.

SEOUL (Agencies): South Korea 
should build nuclear weapons to bol-
ster its defences against North Korea, 
even at the risk of international reper-
cussions, the mayor of its capital city 
said, arguing that the country cannot 
be bound by the goal of denucleari-
sation. In an exclusive interview with 
Reuters on Monday (13 March), Seoul 
Mayor Oh Se-hoon added new fuel to 
a growing debate over how South Ko-
rea should arm itself as the North rac-
es to perfect its capability to strike the 
South with tactical nuclear weapons. 
“North Korea has nearly succeeded in 
miniaturising and lightening tactical 

nuclear weapons and secured at least 
dozens of warheads,” Oh said. “We’ve 
come to a point where it is difficult to 
convince people with the logic that we 
should refrain from developing nucle-
ar weapons and stick to the cause of 
denuclearisation.” He has raised the 
issue before, saying in February that 
the South should keep the nuclear 
option available. But his new com-
ments are his strongest yet. Oh, an 
influential member of President Yoon 
Suk Yeol’s conservative People Power 
Party, is one of the highest-profile of-
ficials to actively advocate for a South 
Korean nuclear weapons programme.  

BERLIN (Agencies): For the second 
time in a month, the Verdi union has 
called another “warning strike” among 
ground staff at German airports. Berlin, 
Hamburg, Bremen, and Hanover air-
ports all saw widespread cancellations 
Monday. Tens of thousands of air pas-
sengers in Germany are having their 
travel disrupted Monday after the Verdi 
union called an all-day warning strike 
among ground staff at four German 
airports, which include security per-
sonnel and aircraft maintenance work-
ers. All Monday departures from Berlin 
– accounting for some 200 flights – are 
cancelled, affecting some 27,000 pas-

sengers. Hamburg has also cancelled 
all its departures, accounting for anoth-
er 123 flights. Meanwhile, Bremen has 
cancelled all flights – including both de-
partures and arrivals. The vast majority 
of departures and arrivals in and out of 
Hanover are also cancelled.

STOCKHOLM (Agencies): Arms im-
ports into Europe almost doubled in 
2022, driven by massive shipments 
to Ukraine, which has become the 
world’s third-largest destination, re-
searchers said Monday. With a 93 
percent jump compared to the year 
before, imports have also increased 
due to accelerating military spending 
by European states including Poland 
and Norway, said the report by the 
Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute (SIPRI). And the rate 
of imports is expected to accelerate 
further, it said. “The invasion has re-
ally caused a significant surge in de-
mand for arms in Europe, which will 
have further effect and most likely 
will lead to increased arms imports by 
European states,” Pieter Wezeman, a 
senior researcher at SIPRI, told AFP. 
Ukraine was until last year a negligi-

ble importer of arms. But in 2022 it 
very quickly became the third-largest 
arms destination in the world, behind 
Qatar and India, as Western nations 
delivered arms following Russia’s in-
vasion. Ukraine alone accounted for 
31 percent of arms transfers to Eu-
rope and eight percent of world de-
liveries overall, according to SIPRI’s 
data. Ukraine’s imports, including do-
nations, grew more than 60-fold last 
year, the institute found. The deliver-
ies to Ukraine were mainly weapons 
lifted from stockpiles.
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Desert Flag 2023  
Exercise continues with  
participation of Royal 
Saudi Air Force in UAE

India’s passenger plane 
leaves for Doha after 
‘medical emergency’ 

landing at JIAP

Italy says 30 migrants 
missing after boat  
capsizes off Libya

RIYADH (SPA/APP): The Royal Sau-
di Air Force has continued its mil-
itary exercises in the Desert Flag 
2023 drill at Al Dhafra Air Base in the 
UAE, with several countries partici-
pating. During the second week of 
training, the focus was on planning 
and executing combat air operations 
to enhance the combat readiness of 
all participants in the exercise.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A passenger 
plane of India made a ‘medical emer-
gency’ landing at the Jinnah Interna-
tional Airport (JIAP) Karachi at 0012 
hours on Monday and left for its des-
tination, Doha (Qatar), after around 
a four-hour stopover. The pilot of a 
Doha-bound Air Indigo flight, which 
took off from Delhi, was 16 nautical 
miles east of Panjgur (Balochistan) 
when he made the emergency call re-
questing a doctor and ambulance, an 
Aviation Division news release said. 
“The pilot requested to divert the 
plane, which carried 163 passengers, 
to Karachi because of the sickness 
of a passenger,” it added. The pilot 
asked that the patient, a 60-year-old 
Nigerian national (identified as Ab-
dullah), was not breathing and had 
no pulse. Following the medical in-
spection, the Air Indigo flight left for 
its destination at 4:06 am, with the 
body of the ill-fated Nigerian nation-
al on board.

ROME (Agencies): About 30 migrants 
were missing and presumed drowned 
after the overcrowded boat they were 
on capsized during a rescue attempt 
by a cargo ship off Libya’s coast, Italy’s 
coastguard said on Sunday. Seventeen 
migrants were saved and a search was 
underway for the missing after the 
early-morning attempted rescue in a 
search-and-rescue zone under the ju-
risdiction of Libya, the coastguard said. 
“During the rescue operations... the 
boat capsized during the transfer of the 
migrants: 17 people were rescued and 
recovered by the (cargo) vessel while 
approximately 30 migrants were miss-
ing,” said the coastguard.

China’s students leap ‘Great Firewall’ to get homework help from ChatGPT
Chinese schoolchildren are turning 
to AI bot ChatGPT to slash their 
homework time — vaulting the 
country’s “Great Firewall” to write 
book reports and bone up on their 
language skills. With its ability to 
produce A-grade essays, poems and 
programming code within seconds, 
ChatGPT has sparked a global gold 
rush in artificial intelligence tech. 
But it has also prompted concern 
from teachers, worried over the 
possibilities for cheating and pla-
giarism. In China, where the service 
is unavailable without a virtual pri-
vate network (VPN), over a dozen 
students told AFP they have used 
it to write essays, solve science and 

maths problems, and generate com-
puter code. Eleven-year-old Esther 
Chen said ChatGPT has helped to 
halve the time she studies at home, 
while her sister Nicole uses it to 
learn English. Esther, who attends 
a competitive school in the southern 
megacity of Shenzhen, said she used 

to spend four to five hours every day 
on homework. “My mum would stay 
up late until I finished all my home-
work and we would ight constantly,” 
she said. “Now, ChatGPT helps me 
to do the research quickly.” Several 
students told AFP they had bought 
foreign phone numbers online or 
used VPNs to bypass restrictions 
and access ChatGPT. One retailer 
allows users to buy a US number for 
just 5.5 yuan ($0.8), while one reg-
istered in India costs less than one 
yuan. And for those unable to scale 
the firewall, AI Life on the ubiqui-
tous WeChat app charges one yuan 
(US$0.15) to ask ChatGPT a ques-
tion, as do other services.

Oscar winners  
in main categories

8 dead after 2 boats 
capsize near California 

shore: rescuers

Hollywood (Agencies): Here are the 
winners in key categories for the 95th 
Academy Awards, which were handed 
out in Hollywood on Sunday.  
Multiverse sci-fi smash “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” topped the 
leaderboard with seven Oscars includ-
ing best picture and three of four acting 
prizes, while World War I flick “All Qui-
et on the Western Front” finished the 
night with four prizes.
– Key winners
Best picture: “Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”
Best director: Daniel Kwan and Daniel 
Scheinert, “Everything Everywhere All 
at Once”
Best actor: Brendan Fraser, “The 
Whale”
Best actress: Michelle Yeoh, “Every-
thing Everywhere All at Once”
Best supporting actor: Ke Huy Quan, 
“Everything Everywhere All at Once”
Best supporting actress: Jamie Lee 
Curtis, “Everything Everywhere All at 
Once”
Best international feature film : “All 
Quiet on the Western Front” (Germa-
ny)
Best cinematography: “All Quiet on the 
Western Front”
Best animated feature: “Guillermo del 
Toro’s Pinocchio”
Best documentary feature: “Navalny”
Best original song: “Naatu Naatu” from 
“RRR”
Best original score: “All Quiet on the 
Western Front,” Volker Bertelmann

Los Angeles (Agencies): At least 
eight people were killed when two 
suspected smuggling boats over-
turned off the coast of southern Cal-
ifornia, rescuers said on Sunday. It 
was unclear exactly what caused the 
nighttime accident, in an area, San 
Diego lifeguard chief James Gart-
land described as “hazardous” due 
to sand bars and rip currents. “We 
lost eight souls,” Gartland told a 
press conference. “This is one of the 
worst maritime smuggling tragedies 
that I can think of in California, cer-
tainly here in the city of San Diego,” 
he added, in an apparent reference 
to clandestine migration into the 
United States. Gartland said a Span-
ish speaker had called the 911 emer-
gency number just before midnight 
on Saturday, saying there were some 
23 people between two small, open 
boats -- eight on one vessel and 15 
on another -- that had overturned at 
Torrey Pines beach in San Diego, a 
city near the Mexican border. Res-
cuers did not find any survivors, but 
some “may have left the beach” by 
the time the first responder teams 
arrived on scene, Gartland said. All 
of the deceased were adults, he add-
ed, saying he had no further details 
on their nationalities.


