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ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Pakistan’s 
main opposition leader Imran Khan 
says the authorities are acting outside 
the law in their attempt to arrest him. 
“They should all be subject to the law 
of the land,” he told the BBC. On Tues-
day police clashed with supporters of 
Mr Khan, a former prime minister, 
outside his residence as they tried to 
detain him on a court order. He is fac-
ing allegations he sold state gifts while 
in office. He says the case is politically 
motivated. There was a tense situa-
tion outside his compound in the city 
of Lahore as police tried to force their 
way in. Officers fired tear gas shells to 
disperse supporters of Mr Khan, who 
threw stones and bricks. In a video 
address, the politician, 70, offered to 
sign a guarantee that he will appear in 
an Islamabad court on Saturday. He 
added that there were security con-
cerns as two militant attacks had pre-
viously taken place at the court. Mr 
Khan claimed there was “no reason” 
for police to arrest him on Tuesday as 
he had taken protective bail until Sat-
urday. He also said the government 
was determined to put him behind 
bars after previous failed attempts. 
“I’m mentally prepared that I’m going 
to be spending my night in a cell,” he 
said on Tuesday. “I don’t know how 
many nights, but I’m all prepared 

for that.” The former prime minister 
showed what he said were tear gas 
cannisters, which he said had been 
fired into his property. He said the 
authorities were trying to arrest him 
to stop his party from taking part in 
forthcoming elections. But he added: 
“Whether I am in jail or not they will 
not be able to stop my party winning.” 
Government minister Marriyum Au-
rangzeb said the move had nothing 
to do with elections and police were 
only complying with court orders to 
arrest him over corruption cases. She 

claimed that Mr Khan was using his 
party workers, women and children 
as human shields to evade arrest and 
stoke unrest. Mr Khan’s supporters 
are also holding protests in other cit-
ies. He was ousted as prime minister 
last April but has kept up pressure 
on his successor Shehbaz Sharif with 
demonstrations and speeches calling 
for elections due later this year to be 
held early. He blames Mr Sharif for 
an assassination attempt at a rally in 
November in which he was wounded 
in the leg.

Imran Khan: Pakistan’s former PM decries arrest 
attempt amid violence

Russia agrees to extend Ukraine grain deal

Learning from Ukraine, Taiwan shows off its 
drones as key to ‘asymmetric warfare’

Details of AUKUS nuclear sub deal revealed

BBC gets £20 million boost from UK government

Silicon Valley Bank’s demise disrupts  
the disruptors in tech

MOSCOW (Agencies): Russia is not 
opposed to an extension of the Black 
Sea “grain deal” originally brokered 
last August, Deputy Foreign Minister 
Sergey Vershinin said on Monday. 
The diplomat made the remarks fol-
lowing negotiations in Geneva with 
representatives of the UN. “The Rus-
sian side, acknowledging the package 
nature of the Istanbul agreements 
tabled by UN Secretary General An-
tonio Guterres, does not object to 
another extension of the Black Sea 
initiative after the expiration of its 
second term on March 18, but only 
for 60 days,” Vershinin told report-
ers. The “grain deal” was initially 
reached last August and is designed 

to facilitate exports of foodstuffs from 
Ukrainian Black Sea ports, as well 
as re-enable the export of grain and 
fertilizer from Russia. The scheme 
was originally set to run for a 180-
day period, and was later extended 
for the same amount of time. Howev-
er, Moscow has repeatedly criticized 
the arrangement, insisting it was not 
working as intended.

TAICHUNG (Agencies): Taiwan show-
cased new models of its domestically 
produced military drones on Tuesday, 
saying they are key to its “asymmetric 
warfare” capacity to make its forces 
more agile if they have to face a far 
larger Chinese military. China, which 
has never renounced the use of force 
to bring Taiwan under its control, has 
ramped up military activity near the 
democratically governed island to 
force it to accept Chinese sovereign-
ty despite Taiwan’s objections. The 
war in Ukraine has lent new urgency 
to Taiwan military’s efforts to bolster 
defence including a push to develop 

drones. In a rare display of its drone 
capabilities, the military-owned Na-
tional Chung-Shan Institute of Science 
and Technology (NCSIST), showed off 
its latest models, including the Alba-
tross II surveillance drone, and com-
bat drones that operate with global 
positioning system satellites.

CANBERRA (Agencies) Australia has 
followed through on its controversial 
military partnership with the US and 
UK, agreeing to buy as many as five nu-
clear-powered submarines from Wash-
ington and starting work on developing 
a new generation of subs with Britain. 
The initial deal includes the purchase 
of three Virginia-class submarines 
from the US, for delivery in early 2030s, 
and an option to buy two more, lead-
ers of the three countries announced 
on Monday at a meeting in San Diego. 

Plans also call for developing new sub-
marines, called SSN-AUKUS, that will 
be built in the UK and Australia with 
US technology and support. Speak-
ing at Naval Base Point Loma in San 
Diego, President Joe Biden said the 
three allies were at “an inflection point 
in history, where the hard work of en-
hancing deterrence and promoting 
stability is going to affect the prospect 
of peace for decades to come.” Austra-
lian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese 
called the submarine agreement “the 
biggest single investment in Australia’s 
defense capability in all of our history.” 
Chinese officials have argued that the 
AUKUS venture violates the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) be-
cause it involves the transfer of nuclear 
technology to a state that’s not yet nu-
clear-armed.

LONDON (Agencies): The British 
government has announced an un-
expected one-off payment to state 
broadcaster the BBC. The £20 million 
($24.13 million) tranche will be trans-
ferred to the broadcaster over the next 
two years, the UK Foreign Office said 
on Monday. The package comes as 
part of an Integrated Review program 
document advocating for a ‘Global 
Britain’ originally adopted under for-
mer PM Boris Johnson. The money is 
set to be funneled to the BBC World 
Service and will be used to “support 
English-language broadcasting,” as 

well as to “counter disinformation,” 
the foreign office explained, implying 
the funds will be specifically used to 
counter Russia. “The refreshed Inte-
grated Review concludes that democ-
racies like the UK must go further to 
out-cooperate and out-compete states 
that are driving instability.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Silicon Valley 
Bank’s collapse rattled the technolo-
gy industry that had been the bank’s 
backbone, leaving shell-shocked en-
trepreneurs thankful for the govern-
ment reprieve that saved their money 
while they mourned the loss of a place 
that served as a chummy club of inno-
vation. “They were the gold standard, 
it almost seemed weird if you were 
in tech and didn’t have a Silicon Val-
ley Bank account,” Stefan Kalb, CEO 
of Seattle startup Shelf Engine, said 

during a Monday interview as he start-
ed the process of transferring millions 
of dollars to other banks. The Biden 
administration’s move guarantee-
ing all Silicon Valley Bank’s deposits 
above the insured limit of $250,000 per 
account resulted in a “palpable sigh of 
relief” in Israel, where its booming 
tech sector is “connected with an um-
bilical cord to Silicon Valley,” said Jon 
Medved, founder of the Israeli ven-
ture capital crowdfunding platform 
OurCrowd.

Biden expected to sign new executive order  
on gun control

Indian Navy finalizing supersonic missile deal

Germany replaces top general

SAN DIEGO (Agencies): President Joe 
Biden is expected to sign an executive 
order on Tuesday aiming to increase the 
number of background checks to buy 
guns, promote better and more secure 
firearms storage and ensure U.S. law 
enforcement agencies are getting the 
most out of a bipartisan gun control law 
enacted last summer. The Democratic 
president plans to unveil his latest efforts 
at curbing gun violence in a speech from 
Monterey Park, California, said a senior 
White House official, who discussed the 
order ahead of its signing on the condi-
tion of anonymity. In January, a gunman 
stormed a dance hall in the community 
near Los Angeles and shot 20 people, 
killing 11, following a Lunar New Year 
celebration. Biden’s rhetoric has only 
grown stronger around guns — he rou-

tinely calls for banning so-called assault 
weapons in his speeches — and Demo-
crats didn’t push such a vocal anti-gun 
platform even during the Obama ad-
ministration, when Biden was vice pres-
ident. But Biden has been emboldened 
by the midterms after his regular talk 
of gun control didn’t result in massive 
losses, and he’s expected to continue to 
push for strong changes as he inches to-
ward a 2024 run, his aides say.

NEW DELHI (Agencies): A deal to 
purchase in excess of 200 extend-
ed-range BrahMos supersonic cruise 
missiles for the Indian Navy is at an 
“advanced stage”, the country’s De-
fense Ministry has said. The weapons 
system, which was developed in a 
joint venture by Russia’s NPO Mash-
inostroyenyia rocket design bureau 

and the Indian Defense Research and 
Development Organization, is to be 
deployed on all frontline warships of 
the Indian Navy, the ANI news agency 
reported. The deal is estimated to be in 
the region of $2.5 billion. The missiles 
are also expected to be used in mobile 
coastal defense battery systems. “The 
Indian Navy proposal to acquire more 
than 200 of these BrahMos supersonic 
cruise missiles is at an advanced stage 
and is expected to be cleared by the 
Defense Ministry soon,” ANI quoted a 
senior defense official as saying. Final 
approval of the purchase rests with In-
dia’s Cabinet Committee on Security, 
led by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

BERLIN (Agencies): German Defense 
Minister Boris Pistorius has appointed 
Major General Karsten Breuer as the 
new inspector-general of the Bunde-
swehr, after sending his predecessor 
Eberhard Zorn into early retirement, 
national media reported on Monday. 
Breuer, 59, previously headed the ar-
my’s national operations command. 
He coordinated the deployment of the 
military during the Covid-19 pandem-
ic and headed the government’s pan-
demic task force from November 2021 
through May 2022. No official expla-

nation was given for the retirement 
of Zorn, though the 63-year-old gen-
eral had been skeptical of supplying 
Ukraine with German heavy equip-
ment, noting that the Bundeswehr had 
little to spare. Last September, Zorn 
gave an interview to Focus magazine, 
complimenting the Ukrainian advanc-
es, but urging Kiev not to get over-
stretched. Ukrainian counter-attacks 
can “win back places or individual ar-
eas of the frontlines, but not push Rus-
sia back over a broad front,” he said at 
the time.

WHO Chief Hopes 
COVID-19 Pandemic  

Ends This Year

Iran pardons 22,000 
protesters

MOSCOW (Agencies): World Health 
Organization (WHO) Director General 
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said he 
hopes the coronavirus pandemic will 
end in 2023, according to a statement on 
the WHO website. “The weekly number 
of reported deaths is now lower than 
when we first used the word ‘pandem-
ic’ three years ago. The improvement is 
significant. I am confident that at some 
point this year we will be able to say 
that COVID-19 is over as a public health 
emergency of international concern – 
and as a pandemic,” Ghebreyesus said. 
He said everyone must learn the pan-
demic’s lessons. “If we do not, we will 
repeat the cycle of panic and neglect 
that has been the hallmark of the global 
response to epidemics and pandemics 
for decades,” Ghebreyesus said.

TEHRAN (Agencies): Iran’s supreme 
leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, has 
pardoned 22,628 people arrested 
during demonstrations that followed 
the death in police custody of 22-year-
old Kurdish woman Mahsa Amini last 
year. Judiciary head Gholamhossein 
Mohseni Ejei made the announcement 
in a statement on Monday reported 
by Iranian state media. Ejei clarified 
that those receiving pardons were not 
accused of theft or violent crime, spy-
ing, or membership of certain groups. 
Overall, Khamenei pardoned a total of 
82,656 Iranian prisoners and individu-
als facing charges in the mass amnesty, 
which marks the 44th anniversary of 
the 1979 Islamic Revolution. 
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PESHAWAR (APP): The Peshawar 
Electric Supply Company (Pesco) on 
Tuesday notified that due to main-
tenance work power supply will re-
main suspended from 132 KV Wap-
da House Grid Station on 15th and 
18th March from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
resultantly consumers of 11 KV Has-
sain Garhi feeder will face inconve-
nience. It said that power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Peshawar Industrial Grid Station on 

15th and 18th March from 9 a.m. to 
3 p.m. resultantly consumers of 11 
KV Kakshal, Dabgari and Abaseen 
feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will remain sus-
pended from 132 KV Peshawar Fort 
Grid Station on 15th and 18th March 
from 9 a. m. to 3 p.m. resultantly 
consumer of 11 KV Dabgari, Kak-
shal and Shoba feeders will face in-
convenience. The power supply will 
remain suspended from 132 KV D.I. 

Khan Grid Station on 15th March 
from 9 a.m. to 4 pm. resultantly con-
sumers of 132 KV Gomal Universi-
ty, D.I.Khan grid connected with 11 
KV feeders will face inconvenience. 
The power supply will also remain 
suspended from 132 KV Charsadda 
Grid Station on 15th March from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. resultantly consumers 
of 132 KV Charsadda grid connected 
with all 11 KV feeders will face in-
convenience.

PESHAWAR (APP): Political and eco-
nomic experts besides the general 
public on Tuesday lauded the Prime 
Minister’s free wheat flour package 
that would greatly help provide signif-
icant relief to millions of households 
during the holy month of Ramzan. 
Ikhtair Wali Khan, PML-N spokes-
man while appreciating the Prime 
Minister’s package aimed to provide 
free of charge flour to over 15.8 mil-
lion households of Punjab province 
during Ramzan was highly commend-
able and praised-worthy. He said 
free flour bags would be distributed 
through 8,500 utility stores while an-

other 20,000 flour distribution points 
to be set up in Punjab province to 
facilitate the masses. Ikhtair said the 
Federal government would also assist 
the other provinces including Khy-
ber Pakthunkhwa in the provision 
of flour and other facilities to people 
during Ramzan. Meanwhile, the Khy-
ber Pakthunkhwa caretaker govern-
ment prepared about Rs 4 billion food 
relief programme including provision 
of free of charge flour bags to facili-
tate poor people during Ramzan. The 
package would benefit around one 
million households in the province. 
The provincial government under the 

package would either give Rs 4,000 
to each family or three flour bags of 
10KG each for Ramzan. The package 
would be distributed through Benazir 
Income Support Programme (BISP) 
to ensure its quick and transparent 
distribution. Hamza Khan, PML-N 
Nowshera President while welcom-
ing the PM’s assistance package said 
it would provide much-needed relief 
to the price hike-stricken poor peo-
ple. He said the distribution of free 
wheat flour through utility stores 
was a wise decision that would help 
ensure speedy and transparent dis-
bursement.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Provincial 
Alliance for Sustainable Tobacco Con-

trol Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on Mon-
day organized a meeting with Prof 
Dr. Abid Jameel, Advisor to Caretak-
er Chief Minister on Health Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, to explore avenues of 
enhancing and strengthening govern-
ment-CSO partnership for tobacco 
control and harm reduction to public 
health by tobacco. ‘Alliance for Sus-
tainable Tobacco Control’ is a provin-
cial Alliance of diverse CSOs member-
ship, established by Blue Veins with 
the support of The Union, working 
to lead, create, reinforce, and support 
effective multi-sectoral tobacco con-
trol interventions and actions which 

support the implementation of tobac-
co control measures in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa. Addressing the participants, 
Advisor to CM expressed the commit-
ment to strengthening the structured 
framework around tobacco control 
and appreciated the efforts of CSOs 
for their support to the Government. 
During the meeting, the members of 
the Provincial Alliance for Sustainable 
Tobacco Control Khyber presented 
‘Policy Recommendations’ to the Ad-
visor on viable solutions and strategies 
for combined interventions for tobac-
co control and a smoke-free environ-
ment in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Power suspension in Peshawar, DI Khan, Charsadda notified

Experts laud PM’s free flour package to facilitate people during Ramzan

Government committed to Accelerating Tobacco Control in KP

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 282.2 285

China Yuan 39.64 40.04

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 74.7 75.5

U.A.E Dirham 76.7 77.5

UK Pound 339.2 342.5

Euro 299.50 302.50

Australian Dollar 185 187.2

Canadian Dollar 203 205.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

Security put on high alert in provincial  
capital:CCPO

Funeral prayers of police constables offered

Dry weather likely to prevail in most KP

Use of technology by women stressed  
to curb harassment

KP reports 10 dengue cases in 2023

5-day rain spell expected in KP

Plant for Pakistan: A key initiative to reverse deforestation, combat climate change 

PESHAWAR (APP): The Capital City 
Police (CCPO) on Tuesday put secu-
rity on high alert across the provin-
cial capital and strict checking be-
ing carried out at all entry and exit 
points. In an official statement issued 
here, the CCPO urged the masses 
to cooperate with the police teams 
during checking so that the anti-state 
and criminal elements could be ap-
prehended. It said that action has 
also been initiated against unregis-
tered vehicles and motorbikes, the 
use of illegal number plates and tint-
ed glasses. Meanwhile, the SSP Op-
eration Haroon visited police pickets 
and police stations in civil dress to 

monitor the checking and presence 
of police officials at police stations 
and records of official weapons. He 
instructed police officers and offi-
cials to treat citizens with respect, 
care and politely during checking at 
pickets and police stations and try 
to solve their problems on a priority 
basis. Earlier, SP Warsak along with 
security forces conducted a search 
and strike operation in the suburbs 
of Peshawar city and arrested var-
ious suspects and recovered eight 
rifles, one Kalashnikov, three guns, 
one Kalakov, one short gun, three 
pistols and various cartridges of the 
different bore.

PESHAWAR (APP): The funeral 
prayers of Shaheed Constable Dil 
Jan and Khan Nawab were offered 
here on Friday followed by their 
burial in their native towns with of-
ficial honour. The funeral prayer of 
Constable Khan Nawab was offered 
in district Tank which was attend-
ed by District Police Officer (DPO) 
Waqar Ahmed, Deputy Commis-
sioner (DC) Mohammad Shoaib, 
representatives of security forces, 
civil society and media. Khan Nawab 
embraced martyrdom in an attack by 
terrorists while performing his duty 
with the census team in the jurisdic-
tion of Police Station Gomal district 

Tank the other day. Police constables 
Shah Nawaz and Aslam Khan, Levis 
official Bismillah, FC official Abdul-
lah and driver Eid Jan received bullet 
injuries in the attack, however they 
survived. Shaheed Constable Dil Jan 
embraced martyrdom in village Par-
wala near Sadar police station in dis-
trict Lakki Marwat when two terror-
ists targeted him during census duty. 
His funeral was performed with offi-
cial honour at Police Lines and was 
attended by RPO Banu Syed Ashfaq 
Anwar, DPO Muhammad Ashfaq, 
Colonel Shahid of Pakistan Army, 
Deputy Commissioner (DC) Abdul 
Hadi, officers and Jawans of police.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Provincial 
Meteorological Center on Tuesday 
predicted dry weather in most dis-
tricts of the province. However, it said 
that isolated rain-thunderstorm with 
gusty winds is likely to occur over 
Mansehra and Abbottabad districts 
in the afternoon. During the last 24 
hours, dry weather occurred over 
most districts of the province. How-
ever, rain-thunderstorm with gusty 

winds occurred in Khyber district. 
The maximum and minimum tem-
peratures recorded in �C: Peshawar 
City 31/15, Chitral 24/05, Timergara 
28/10, Dir 27/06, Mirkhani 23/05, Ka-
lam 19/-01, Drosh 23/08, Saidu Shar-
if 27/08, Pattan 32/13, Malam Jabba 
16/05, Takht Bhai 32/11, Kakul 26/06, 
Balakot 32/14, Parachinar 24/12, 
Bannu 34/18, Cherat 30/13, D.I. Khan 
29/14 and Kalam-01 �C .

PESHAWAR (APP): Ombudsperson 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa for Protection 
Against Harassment of Women at 
the Workplace Rukhshanda Naz has 
emphasized the need for cost-effec-
tive technology including mobile 
devices to enable women to file 
cases online while staying at home. 
The use of technology has provided 
women with means to report rele-
vant issues to the Ombudsperson 
through their cell phones without 
fear, she said while addressing a 
provincial consultation on “Digital 
Safety for Women & Children in 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa” here. The 
event was organised by Internation-
al Women’s Day, Aawaz II in collab-
oration with the KP Commission on 
the Status of Women, the Ombud-
sperson KP for Protection Against 
Harassment of Women at the Work-
place and the KP Child Protection 
and Welfare Commission. Deputy 
Chief, KP Child Protection and Wel-
fare Commission Ijaz Khan stressed 
the importance of using mobile 

devices while keeping safety mea-
sures in mind. He further suggested 
organising awareness-raising ses-
sions to address online harassment.  
Amna Durrani, Director of pro-
grammes at KPCSW highlighted 
that information accessed through 
the internet or phone is known as 
digital inclusion. Deputy Director 
FIA Network security KP Muham-
mad Akram Mughal stated that 
overall, there were 15 FIA stations 
in the country and three stations in 
KP including one each in Peshawar, 
Dera Ismail Khan and Abbottabad. 
He said that there were 159,187 
complaints received by the Cyber 
Crime Wing from the entire country 
of which 1600 applications were ad-
dressed and resolved the cases this 
year. Secretary, KP Commission on 
the Status of Women Robina Haider 
said in her concluding remarks that 
women are keen to use mobile but 
face harassment. Though the laws 
exist, people are not aware of cyber-
crime.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa has reported at least ten 
dengue cases during the current year 
as the number of cases soaring in the 
month of March. According to Health 
Department, ten dengue cases have 
been reported in three districts of the 
province including Mardan, Bajaur 
and Bannu. Of these cases, eight cas-
es were reported from Mardan, and 
one each from Bajaur and Bannu. 
Reacting to the dengue cases out-

break, officials of the health depart-
ment said that it had asked for funds 
to prevent dengue virus, but these 
funds have not been received so 
far. Due to lack of funds, the health 
department is unable to implement 
dengue prevention action plan. The 
Health Department said that funds 
for dengue control were reduced last 
year due to which dengue cases had 
increased as compared to the previ-
ous years in the province.

PESHAWAR (APP): Pakistan Me-
teorological Department (PMD) 
on Tuesday predicted five-day rain 
spell from March16-20 in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa (KP). A westerly 
wave is likely to approach western 
parts of the country on Thursday 
(March 16) and may persist till Mon-
day. Rain-wind thunderstorm and 
hailstorm are expected in Chitral, 
Lower and Upper Dir, Malakand, 
Swat, Buner, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra, Ab-
bottabad, Haripur, Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Peshawar, Charsadda, 

Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, Kur-
ram, Orakzai, Hangu, Karak, Kohat, 
Bannu, Lakki Marwat, Tank, Dera 
Ismail Khan, North and South Wa-
ziristan districts. Isolated snowfall 
over the high mountains of Chitral, 
Dir, Upper Swat and Kohistan dis-
tricts is expected during the fore-
cast period. Rain may trigger land-
slides in vulnerable areas of Chitral, 
Swat, Shangla, Buner, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra and 
Abbottabad districts. Tourists are 
advised to remain extra cautious 
during the period.

PESHAWAR (APP): Kamal Khan, a 
27-year-old progressive farmer of 
Nowshera district is engaged along 
with his family members and friends 
in plantation of the poplar saplings 
during the ongoing spring season 
to utilize his barren lands under the 
‘Plant for Pakistan’ initiative to earn 
substantial revenue, besides playing 
his part in countering of deforesta-
tion. “My land was badly affected 
by last year’s devastating flood due 
to which the salinity increased in the 
soil making it unproductive for agri-
cultural purposes. Therefore, I decid-
ed to take benefit of the ‘Plant for Pa-
kistan’ initiative of the government 
and started planting the fast-growing 
‘poplar’ species on my six-acre lands 
for quick economic benefits,” the 
26-year old farmer of village Mohib 
Banda located on the bank of River 
Kabul told APP. On the advice of the 
forest department, “I choose poplar 
as it helps reduce salinity in the soil 
by making it ready for agriculture 
besides contributing maximum eco-
nomic profits to farmers in a mini-
mum period,” he said, adding “I have 

also planted the specie on the banks 
of watercourses and the demarcated 
areas to counter soil erosion.” Kamal 
said each poplar plant costs about 
Rs20 which after six to seven years 
yields about Rs4,000 to Rs5000 per 
tree. “Currently, 50kg poplar wood 
is being sold at Rs500 to Rs600 in 
the local market of Peshawar and 
Nowshera where a farmer can earn 
millions of rupees after a little invest-
ment on a few acres in a short time.” 
According to National Forest Poli-
cy 2015, Pakistan was losing about 
27,000 hectares of forests per year 
due to high rate of deforestation, 
wood demands and socioeconomic 
imbalances. The policy revealed that 
forest resources were under tremen-
dous pressure mostly in community 
and private-owned natural forests 
in Gilgit-Baltistan and Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa. The deforestation in 
watershed areas was negatively im-
pacting agriculture yield and quality 
of water at outlets besides triggering 
land degradation and loss of biodi-
versity, it said. In riparian, low-lying 
and coastal areas, deforestation and 

climate change-induced weather pat-
terns including rainfalls, floods and 
glaciers’ melting pose the threats of 
amplifying seawater intrusion. The 
Met Office spokesman told APP that 
Pakistan recorded 77per cent below 
rainfall in February last against the 
total normal downpour due to cli-
mate change-induced weather pat-
terns. Likewise, 67 per cent less rain-
fall was recorded in Azad Kashmir, 
36pc below in Gilgit Baltistan, 54 per 
cent less in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 90 
per cent less in Punjab while no rain-
fall in Sindh and Balochistan. In Jan-
uary last, 21 percent below normal 
rainfall was recorded in the country. 
Out of the total rainfalls, 39 per cent 
less rainfall reported in Balochistan, 
12 percent less in Gilgit-Baltistan, 
35 percent below in Punjab and 85 
percent less in Sindh province. How-
ever, KP and Azad Kashmir received 
11 percent more rainfall each during 
the period. About the rainfall status, 
the official said from October 2022 
till date, about 135 inches snowfall 
recorded in Malam Jabba, 122 inch-
es in Kalam in Swat, 66 inches in 

Astore, 51 inches at Babusar top, 36 
inches in Murree, 35 inches in Chi-
tral, 24 inch in Ziarat and 23 inches 
in Skardu. The substantial decrease 
in rains and snowfall was posing 
looming threats to agriculture, water 
and food security besides to affore-
strations. The National Water Poli-
cy 2018 revealed that Pakistan was 
gradually heading towards water 
stress due to climate change-induced 
weather patterns and shortage of 
dams, which might lead to food inse-
curity for living creatures in future. 
“The per capita surface water avail-
ability has declined from 5,260 cubic 
meters per year in 1951 to around 
1,000 cubic meters in 2016 and this 
quantity would likely further drop to 
860 cubic meters by 2025,” the policy 
revealed. The policy warned that the 
groundwater situation was expected 
to further drop in the country most-
ly in Punjab and Sindh provinces, 
where one million tube wells were 
currently pumping about 55 million 
acres feet (MAF) of underground 
water for irrigation, which is 20pc 
more than that available from canals.
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15 March has been proclaimed by the United Nations as the first-ever Interna-
tional Day to combat Islamophobia. The day represents the need for a concrete 
strategy against crimes of hatred and terror and promotes tolerance, peace, 
and respect. A special event was held in the General Assembly Hall to highlight 
the advent of this day and the foreign minister spoke on the occasion. In his 
message against rising violence against Muslims, he highlighted that the issue 
remains underreported and ignored. A practical action plan was proposed that 
necessitated international measures for the protection of Holy sites and laws 
that target hate speech. International judicial mechanisms and laws for pun-
ishment also have a deterrent effect on the crime and were thus mentioned. It 
is commendable that the opening speech rightly emphasized the call to action 
and included actionable interventions. Likewise, FM’s persistence to the UN to 
formulate an action plan with the OIC countries indicates the urgency around 
the issue and presents an avenue for further collaboration. The day also brings 
back the 2019 attack in Christchurch, New Zealand, which killed 51 people in 
two mosques. This is significant to remember as the scale of the issue and the 
need for intervention must be salient to our collective consciousness. Several 
studies have shown that most Americans do not know a Muslim in their per-
sonal lives and thus rely on public figures and media for their little knowledge 
of the religion. Therefore, communities and individuals must be empowered to 
effectively counter Islamophobic perceptions and anti-Muslim sentiment. The 
basic tenet of Islam is peace among citizens and this information is kept from 
the masses as Muslims are wrongfully and routinely associated with terrorists. 
Days like this in the West, and other areas where Muslims are in a minority, dent 
public misinformation and hold communities accountable for institutionalized 
anti-Muslim behavior. For example, it is hoped that with the current awareness, 
attention will also be directed to rising waves of anti-Muslim sentiment in India.

Fighting Islamophobia

EVERY March the world observes 
“International Women’s Day”. It was 
March 8, 1857 when women work-
ing in New York City factories staged 
a protest over working conditions. 
During women’s history the world 
celebrates the courage, foresight and 
resolve of women. There are many 
examples of women who have con-
tributed to changing women’s history.
Dr Shally Shaywitz, a behavioural 
scientist at Yale University School of 
Medicine says, “As far as I know this is 
the first time that anyone has been able 
to demonstrate anything functionally 
difference between men and women.” 
There has been substantial research 
of gender differences in the brain but 
these studies could not explain the dif-
ference. Men use a small area in the 
left side of the brain while women use 
area in both sides. Psychologists have 
found that women do better on certain 
tests like those measuring verbal speed 
and that men do better on other tasks 
like imagining what an object would 
be like if it were rotated. Neurologists 
have also found that women seem to 
recover better from strokes in the left 
hemisphere of the brain where lan-
guage abilities are thought to be sit-
uated. Women’s Day is celebrated to 
increase awareness and knowledge 
of the historical contribution of nota-
ble and ordinary women in hopes that 
the day will soon come when it will be 
impossible to teach or learn history 
without recognizing their contribu-
tions. The population of women is 52% 
which can play a vital role in the eco-
nomic, social and democratic develop-
ment of a country. Now the men-ori-
ented society has come to know that if 
half of the world’s population remains 
vulnerable to economic, political, legal 
and social marginalization our hope of 
advancing democracy and prosperity 
will remain in serious jeopardy. The US 
has launched a program named “Vital 
Voice” for global women’s issues which 
invests in emerging women’s lead-
ers and their works to expand wom-

en’s role in generating opportunities, 
promoting political participation and 
safeguarding women’s rights. Unfor-
tunately, since the very beginning even 
in the most ancient history the position 
of women of pre-Islamic era is evident 
to all when the daughters were bur-
ied alive even in early Christianity the 
women were regarded as evil tempta-
tions, responsible for all of the men. In 
France, in early Anno Domni a meet-
ing was held as to whether a woman 
should be treated as a human being or 
not? Henry VII forbade women from 
touching the Holy Bible and catholic 
churches treated women as second 
class citizens. This is an undying fact 
that the women, the poor nobody be-
ing a naive creature, have always been 
at the receiving end. The man, who 
by virtue of being physically stronger, 
wants to dominate her on all sides. 
Unluckily parents also play a preju-
diced role by expressing good feelings 
for their male children, they prevent 
the female children from coming out 
at any aspects of progress. Since the 
majority of the Muslims are ignorant 
of the Islamic teachings and traditions 
in which Islam encompasses all the 
affairs related to females, men have 
not fixed the true status of the women. 
American women joined the diplomat-
ic services in 1920. More than 14000 
women are serving in the highest posts 
in foreign and interior services. Now 
50% of NASA employees are women 
and 33% of the agency’s scientists and 
employees are also women. In 1998, 
in the history of space flights the flight 
director and the launch commentator 
between the mission control and the 
crew known as CAPCOM were all fe-
males. An American Astronaut Shan-
non Lucid says I was only 20 years of 
age when I received my pilot license 
and I became an astronaut in Mir 
when I was mother of three children. 
The above narration of Lucid contra-
dicts the claim of men that working 
women have deprived their families 
from conjugal bliss. Similarly in Asia 

there are a lot of women who retained 
the top most leading positions in their 
own countries and conveniently coin-
cided with both the duties in house and 
offices and did not bring any cause of 
domestic wrangling.There was a time 
when women were not allowed to par-
ticipate in any type of sports events but 
now our young women have entered 
into the mainstream line of sports ac-
tivities and achieved very high rank-
ings. Now they have found the fact that 
training of the mind through physical 
fitness has an important part of being 
a well minded individual and often be-
come a source of self security and self 
confidence. Giving horrible accounts 
against women victimization a news-
paper “The Time” from Hong Kong 
reads, a bizarre adventure of criminal 
practices against females, especially 
in Pakistan, is in progress, physical 
hitting, acid throwing, massive rapes 
and many types of deprivation have 
become the order of the day. A large 
number of women victims are hospi-
talized and die every day but most of 
the cases are not registered. Reluc-
tance shown by the victims to report 
the victimization is due to fear of retal-
iation in the form of further abuse and 
disgrace in family set-up. These reports 
are sometimes dismissed as symptoms 
of vendetta but now breaking down the 
barriers in their way to progress wom-
en have confiscated their true status of 
inequality, dignity and freedom in their 
way to progress in many parts of the 
world if it is America, Europe or Asia.
It is a sense of fulfilment that women in 
my country (Pakistan) have been able 
to achieve liberty and have succeeded 
to hold their status in certain aspects of 
social setup, but sad enough that they 
have exceeded the limits of ethics. Put-
ting very dirty slogans related to liberty 
on their banners during the celebration 
of Women’s Day in the processions last 
year, the women earned abhorrence 
not sympathies from men. It will all ne-
gate their goal.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

ALI Bilal was a fixture at PTI’s La-
hore rallies and especially at Zaman 
Park, where he and other PTI work-
ers routinely gathered at the par-
ty’s call whenever it seemed that 
PTI Chairman Imran Khan was in 
danger of being arrested. Bilal was 
among the crowds in Lahore when 
the PTI took out its ‘respect for the 
judiciary’ march and the caretaker 
provincial government, in its wis-
dom, decided to impose Section 144 
due to the “threat of terrorism”, ef-
fectively making any kind of gather-
ing illegal. Interestingly, while Sec-
tion 144 was meant to be imposed 
for seven days, it was removed a 
day after the abortive rally — which 
was met with baton charges and 
tear gassing by the police, along 
with the use of water cannons — 
leading one to the inescapable con-
clusion that the ban had little to do 
with terrorism and everything to do 
with preventing the PTI from taking 
out its rally. Ali Bilal participated in 
this rally, as was his wont, but by 
evening, reports began to come in 
that Ali Bilal’s dead body had been 
found and then Imran Khan post-
ed pictures of Bilal’s body in which 
blood can be seen on his face and 
temple. Along with this, a video was 
uploaded claiming to show Ali Bi-
lal in a police van along with other 
arrested workers, and in this he is 
seen to be healthy and unharmed. 
As soon as this video was uploaded, 
questions were asked as to wheth-
er this video was recent or from 
the ‘jail bharo tehreek’, but then 
journalist Zohaib Kazmi reported 
that he himself had recorded a vid-
eo of Bilal in police custody around 
4:30pm on the day he died. I have 

seen the metadata from his phone 
and can confirm with a high degree 
of confidence that it is authentic. 
But it’s also now irrelevant, as the 
police have admitted that they had 
him in custody, along with other 
PTI workers. As per the ‘confes-
sional’ statements aired by police 
on Saturday, a PTI worker claimed 
that he, along with Ali Bilal, were in 
the same van and fled when police 
allowed them to get off the van to 
answer the call of nature. Perhaps 
this is so, but one must ask whether 
it is likely that the police, who mo-
ments before were baton-charging, 
tear-gassing and beating up PTI 
supporters, would be so inclined as 
to, just an hour later, allow them to 
take an en masse bathroom break?
Another officially issued video al-
leges to show (from a distance) 
Bilal and others leaving police cus-
tody, which if authenticated, would 
contradict the version that they 
‘escaped’. Bilal, as per stills from 
a CCTV video, was dropped off at 
the hospital, dead on arrival, by a 
black four-by-four, and in another 
released video, the driver of a PTI 
office holder confesses to having 
hit him with his vehicle. Police have 
also released a detailed timeline of 
the car’s movements, but had not 
(up until my writing this) yet re-
leased the footage of the actual im-
pact. Given the kind of camera cov-
erage that exists in that area, this is 
curious indeed. Ali Bilal’s injuries, 
as detailed in the Punjab health 
department’s initial post-mortem 
report, do not seem consistent with 
a car accident. Having personally 
spoken with several medical experts 
and forensic doctors, I can report 

they all say that accidents cause 
(1) primary impact, where the car 
hits the person and (2) secondary 
impact, where the person hits the 
ground after first impact. Tertiary 
impact is if and when the said per-
son is run over again by a vehicle. 
Here, we see nothing of the sort and 
instead see a ruptured spleen and 
liver, along with blunt force trauma 
to head, and testicular injury. These 
are not typically the hallmarks of an 
accident, where the first impact is 
usually with the car’s bumper and 
where impact with the road will cer-
tainly cause friction burns. More, 
the sort of multiple trauma suffered 
would only be remotely possible 
if the car was travelling at a high 
speed (on a seemingly busy road), 
and even then the trauma would 
be far more pronounced, leading to 
bone breakages at least in the legs, 
pelvis and lower and middle parts 
of the body, where the initial impact 
takes place. Given the injuries to 
his face, are we to assume that he 
was hit from behind and the inju-
ries are from his face impacting the 
ground at near impossible angles 
while causing no friction scrape to 
the face? And if so, how does that 
explain a ruptured liver and spleen?
What happened in the missing 
hours after Bilal left police custody? 
Current evidence suggests he was 
beaten, but if it is proven through 
video and multiple testimony that 
he was fine when leaving police 
custody, then when and by whom 
was the beating administered? We 
have questions but, up till now, no 
real answers.

Courtesy: DAWN
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Women’s demand — licence not liberty
— By Nighat Leghari

Twisted tales  – Zarrar Khuhro

It strongly appears that the Federal 
Reserve has adopted an overboard 
monetary tightening policy, given a sig-
nificant global aggregate supply shock 
determinacy of inflation, made all the 
more worse by the war in Ukraine. In 
a recent interview to Democracy Now, 
Nobel Economics laureate Joseph E. 
Stiglitz pointed out in this regard ‘…as 
we look at international economic crisis, 
soaring inflation, devalued currencies, 
nations across the globe confronting cat-
astrophic debt crisis…’ He pointed out 
in this regard ‘Well you’ve described it. 
What concerns me right now, is that all 
of this is being made worse by monetary 
policies. The Federal Reserve raising in-
terest rates when the problem is not ex-
cess aggregate demand. The problem is 
supply-side interruptions, demand shifts 
caused by the very forces that you de-
scribed– the war, the pandemic. Let me 
be frank, raising interest rates designed 
to slow the economy down, increase 
unemployment, is going to be not the 
right policy for addressing the inflation 
that we face.’ Raising interest rates more 
than needed will most likely accentu-
ate inflation in both the USA, and even 
more so in developing countries suf-
fering from imported inflation as well, 
at the back of lack of investment likely 
leading to lower supply; in addition to 
causing capital flight from developing 
countries, along with enhancing their 
difficult debt situation. Noted economist, 
Isabella M. Weber in a recent interview 
pointed towards the need for lesser re-
liance on policy of monetary tightening, 
and more innovative policies at the fis-
cal side, given the underlying significant 
role of global aggregate supply shock in 
raising and keeping inflation at a high 
level. She pointed out in her recent inter-
view to ‘60 Minutes Australia’ as follows: 
‘I think it is a very painful way of fighting 
inflation, and I think there are alterna-
tives. It’s a way of fighting inflation that 
often makes the people, who have suf-
fered from inflation, suffer once more. 
The idea of using interest rate to tackle 
inflation is a very roundabout way of go-
ing about it. It’s a bit like as if you had a 
fire in your kitchen, and you were going 
to flood your whole house. So, therefore, 
I think given the nature of inflation that 
we have been observing, it will be bet-
ter to choose more targeted measures, 
rather than to simply rely on interest 
rate hikes. …Due to the enormous pain 
that is being induced by interest rate 
hikes, I think governments should step 
up, and should be creative, and try to de-
vise surgical tools to deal with the kind 

of inflation that we are facing today.’ 
Pakistan, for instance, has seen sharp 
and significant increase in policy rate 
over the last one-and-a-half year or so; 
indicating likely over-reliance on mone-
tary tightening to control inflation, when 
there is clearly a strong supply-side role 
of determination of inflation, in addition 
to capital flight also contributing to the 
imported inflation channel. A March 2 
Financial Times article ‘Pakistan raises 
interest rates to 20%, the highest in Asia’ 
pointed out in this regard ‘Pakistan’s 
central bank has raised lending rates by 
300 basis points to 20 percent, the high-
est of any country in Asia, as it struggles 
to contain rising prices and a deepening 
financial crisis.’ Moreover, rather than 
providing developing countries with 
debt moratorium/relief, and meaning-
ful allocation of special drawing rights 
(SDRs), they are being asked to practice 
austerity, that is reducing aggregate de-
mand and investment levels in the econ-
omy; once again not allowing greater 
fiscal space for enhancing supply, and 
reducing cost-push inflation, not to men-
tion moving towards greener, resilient, 
and more inclusive economies. Here, 
it needs to be clarified that austerity, as 
elaborated above in the light of econom-
ic literature, is different from reducing 
inefficient expenditure, belt-tightening 
with regard to running of government, 
and expenditure rationalization. In re-
straining the making of needed devel-
opment expenditure, austerity allows 
further perpetuation of elite capture, 
since lack of development expenditure/
investment into sectors, for instance, like 
health, education, transportation, and 
employment/economic opportunities 
does not empower the masses, in turn, 
keeping their influence over public poli-
cy weak, while that of elites with greater 
say in public policy, further perpetuates 
their grip. In her book The Capital Or-
der: how economists invented austerity 
and paved the way to fascism’ published 
in 2022, noted economist Clara E. Mattei 
highlighted the dangers of austerity in 
terms of strengthening elite capture as 
follows: ‘If one subscribes to the argu-
ment that austerity is a tool for manag-
ing a capitalist economy, as Keynesian 
economists did and do, then one might 
believe that a continued deployment of 
austerity across societies and econo-
mies is a form of political irrationality– a 
wrong economic policy based on wrong 
economic theory that has never suc-
ceeded in achieving its stated ends.

Courtesy: Pakistan Today

Need for non-austerity policy
— By Dr Omer Javed

Degree verification  
I’m sure that many students who 
graduated in December 2022 are 
still waiting for their degree ver-
ification. The Higher Education 
Commission (HEC) created an on-

line portal for degree verification to 
eliminate red tape, but unfortunate-
ly, the purpose is not being served. 
The process used to take around 
5-6 days, but now it takes almost a 
month. I submitted my application a 

couple of weeks ago, but there has 
been no progress on it. The HEC 
authorities need to streamline the 
process for the benefit of students.
– Romana Khan
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for 
Information and Broadcasting Mar-
riyum Aurangzeb on Tuesday said 
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz 
candidates, aspiring to participate 
in forthcoming Punjab Provincial 
Assembly election, should imme-
diately submit applications to the 

PML-N Central Secretariat, 180 H, 
Model, Lahore. In a tweet, she said 
the last date for submission of appli-
cations was March 18. She said in 
line with the decision of the party, 
the candidates were once again in-
formed to submit their applications 
as soon as possible.

Kashmir needs peaceful settlement according 
to UN resolutions: APHC

‘Khan has double standards on  
accountability’: Maiza Hamid

Narcotics Control Division receives Rs 72.77 
mln under PSDP

PM greets Punjabis on their cultural day

Coordination among institutions necessary for  
protection against natural disasters: Sherry Rehman

Additional Secretary for expediting action  
to address public complaints

Sunwalk Group intends to invest USD 2 bln in 
Telecom Sector: Amin

FGEHA allocates 1,188 category-I plots in Park 
Road Housing Scheme for employees

Complainants get jobs on Ombudsman’s order

Marriyum grieves over demise of mother of  
PML-N leader Sardar Nasim

Stock clearance sales attract women to stock 
winter outfits

CTD arrests TTP terrorist, recovers Kalashnikov

DPO holds meeting with BCCI leaders to  
review law and order situation in distt

ISLAMABAD (APP): All Parties Hurri-
yat Conference (APHC) leader Javaid 
Ahmad Mir has said that Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir is 
an internationally recognized dispute 
and needs peaceful settlement accord-
ing to the United Nations (UN) reso-
lutions. According to Kashmir Media 
Service, Javaid Ahmad Mir in Srinagar 

said that the people of Kashmir had 
given unprecedented sacrifices for the 
Kashmir cause which would definite-
ly bring positive results. He urged the 
United Nations and the world’s major 
powers to show seriousness about set-
tling the lingering Kashmir dispute, 
which has claimed thousands of inno-
cent lives, so far. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Mus-
lim League-N’s leader Maiza Ha-
meed on Tuesday criticized PTI 
Chairman Imran Khan for his ‘ dou-
ble standards’ on the issue of ac-
countability and asked him to appear 
in courts courageously like Muham-
mad Nawaz Sharif. “Khan should 
face the same fate which he had done 
to his opponents”, she said while 
talking to ptv news channel. She fur-

ther said that Niazi compromised the 
prestige of the state by selling Tosha 
Khana gifts from friendly countries 
and making a profit. Prime Minister 
Shahbaz Sharif is the only ruler who 
has not kept any expensive gift from 
Tosha khana, she said. Replying to a 
question, she said that Khan’s four-
year government not only destroyed 
the economy but also put national 
security at stake.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The govern-
ment has so far released funds of Rs 
72.77 million under the Public Sec-
tor Development Programme (PSDP 
2022-23) against a total allocation of 
Rs 207.917 million during the eight-
month period of current fiscal year. 
Out of the total disbursement of 
Rs72.77 million, around Rs41. 58 mil-
lion have been spent by the Narcot-
ics Control Division, during the year 

2022-23 (July-February), according to 
official data available with APP. The 
released amount has been utilized 
for the construction of the Model 
Addiction Treatment and Rehabilita-
tion Center (MATRC) in Islamabad. 
MATRC in Humak, Islamabad has 
a facility of only 36 beds and the es-
tablishment of a new MATRC would 
help provide rehabilitation services in 
a more effective manner.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday felicitated 
the people of Punjab on their cultural 
day. “Happy Punjabi Culture Day to 
the people of the land of lush green 
fields of Punjab”, he said in his tweet, 
as the province marked the cultural 
day. He mentioned various cultural 
colours of Punjab such as Cholistan 
deserts, Multan – the land of saints, 
wrestlers of Gujranwala, talented 
people of Faisalabad, the active youth 

of Potohar and the lively people of 
Lahore. “The beauty of the federation 
of Pakistan is incomplete without this 
rainbow,” he added.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minister 
for Climate Change, Senator Sherry 
Rehman on Tuesday said coordina-
tion among institutions involved in 
disaster management was necessary 
for protection against natural calami-
ties. Addressing the opening ceremo-
ny of the National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) simulation 
exercise to ensure the preparedness 
of the departments concerned to cope 
with impending disaster risks in the 
coming Summer season, the Minister 
said the NDMA, PDMA along with 
other organisations worked together 
in the rescue and rehabilitation of the 
disaster affected. Senator Rehman 
said there was a need to increase 
cooperation between various institu-
tions to deal with disasters in the fu-

ture. She added the first task after a 
natural disaster was to restore basic 
infrastructure whereas no country 
could bear the loss of natural calam-
ities on its own. During the natu-
ral calamities, she said the friendly 
countries were the first to reach out 
for help. “Pakistan suffered massive 
losses due to floods. However, affect-
ed by glacier melt and heatwave, the 
spring season is almost over,” Sherry 
Rehman added.

MULTAN (APP): Additional Secre-
tary South Punjab Mohammad Fa-
rooq Dogar instructed the officers 
concerned to expedite action for the 
redressal of public grievances. While 
chairing a meeting to review action 
on public complaints, he said imple-
mentation of good governance was 
the top priority of the South Punjab 
Secretariat. He said Additional Chief 
Secretary South Punjab Saqib Zafar 
desired to resolve public grievances 
within the given time frame. He said 
the performance of the administra-
tion of the districts was evaluated 

through various indicators including 
implementation of public complaints. 
He said the records would be updated 
after resolving complaints in order to 
gather correct data to meet the tar-
get. The additional secretary praised 
the administration of Sahiwal and 
Khanewal for resolving public com-
plaints registered with them on time. 
Section Officer Wajiha Rasool Khan 
while giving a briefing said about 226 
public complaints were forwarded to 
Commissioners and Deputy Commis-
sioners belonging to all districts of 
Southern Punjab.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for In-
formation Technology and Telecom-
munication Syed Amin Ul Haque on 
Tuesday said that Sunwalk Group 
intends to invest USD 2 billion in 
Telecom Sector for the deployment 
of an Optical Fiber Network, encom-
passing an area of 100,000 km. The 
wiliness to make investments was 
showed by a high-level delegation of 
Sunwalk Group led by Chairman Mr 
HOU who called on Federal Minis-
ter for IT & Telecom Syed Amin Ul 
Haque, said a news release issued 

here. The meeting also discussed In-
vestment in Telecom Infrastructure, 
Optical Fiber Cable (OFC) and Right 
of Way (RoW). Sunwalk (Pvt) Ltd, is a 
Telecom and Technology based mul-
tinational private Chinese enterprise 
that has developed multiple telecoms, 
and communication infrastructure 
projects in China and has acquired a 
TIP License in Pakistan. The compa-
ny already started deployment and in-
vested about USD 5 million. Sunwalk 
(Pvt) has the plan to deploy 5000 km 
OFC as the next step. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Feder-
al Government Housing Authority 
(FGEHA) has allocated around 1,188 
category-I plots in Park Road Housing 
Scheme, Islamabad for allotment to 
federal government employees as per 
the approved layout plan. “As per the 
decision of the 142nd meeting of the 
executive committee of the author-
ity, a 3.5 per cent quota was further 
segregated into constitutional serving 

(2.5 per cent), constitutional retired 
(0.5 per cent) and constitutional wid-
ows (0.5 per cent) categories with 
the criteria “age-wise seniority” and 
“length of service” respectively,” said 
a document available with APP. It said 
a number of plots to be allotted as per 
the above-approved quota reserved in 
the Park Road Housing Scheme for 
the registered members of constitu-
tional bodies/quota.

LAHORE (APP): On the orders of the 
Ombudsman Punjab Major (R) Azam 
Suleman Khan, the complainants 
of different districts have been pro-
vided regular jobs in the provincial 
departments under Rule 17-A of the 
Punjab Civil Servants (Appointment 
& Conditions of Service) Rules, 1974. 
In a statement issued on Tuesday, 
the spokesman of the Office of the 
Ombudsman Punjab stated that the 
education department has recruited 
Muhammad Waqas Akram of Vehari 
and Niaz Ahmad of Lahore as junior 
clerks in the 11th scale after the in-
volvement of the ombudsman office. 
Separately, Ruqia Siddiq of Kasur 
and Muhammad Shahid Khan of Sa-
hiwal have been appointed to the Au-

qaf and health departments, respec-
tively. Furthermore, the spokesman 
added that the ombudsman office 
has also mediated for the recruit-
ment of Atiqa Ghafoor of the Rajana 
area as a junior clerk, on a regular 
basis, in the deputy commissioner’s 
office of Toba Tek Singh. Further, the 
municipal committee of Sangla Hill 
tehsil has settled the family pension 
arrears of Shoail Masih by paying 
him an amount of 50,000 and has 
also recruited his brother, Azeem 
Masih, as a sentry worker. Similar-
ly, the municipal corporation Sialkot 
has provided a naib qasid job to the 
son of the complainant, Muhammad 
Riaz, following the Ombudsman’s in-
tervention.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb on Tuesday expressed 
deep grief and sorrow over the death 
of the mother of senior leader of Pa-
kistan Muslim League (Nawaz) and 
former mayor of Rawalpindi Sardar 

Nasim. In a statement, the minister 
expressed her heartfelt condolences 
to Sardar Nasim and his family. She 
prayed to Allah Almighty to rest the 
departed soul in eternal peace and 
grant courage to the bereaved family 
to bear this loss with fortitude.

ISLAMABAD (APP): On the arrival 
of summer, different clothing brand 
shops of twin cities offering stock clear-
ance sales have attracted a significant 
number of women to fill their winter 
wardrobes. Many outlets are offering 
hefty discounts to clear their shelves, 
and people particularly women are 
rushing to the nearest stores to get the 
best deal. Female shoppers were flock-
ing to different markets and shopping 
malls enthusiastically to purchase next 
winter outfits before the style becomes 
unavailable, said a women shopper 
who was looking for an outfit of her 
choice in a shopping mall at Jinnah 
Super. Sara, a regular shopper at Aab-
para Market, said inflation had forced 
women to shop for their next winter 
staples at clearance sales, adding there 
is no knowing how much the prices of 
winter clothes would increase when 
the season arrives. Meanwhile, anoth-
er shopping enthusiast Gul, who hails 
from Gilgit-Baltistan, said that as the 

temperature remains relatively cooler 
and pleasant in GB, “that’s why these 
clothes will stay in use there almost all 
year. “ “These sales are very helpful as 
my daughter’s wedding is near,” she 
added. An owner of a famous cloth-
ing boutique situated in F-6 told that 
during the weekend, “we witnessed 
a lot of consumers who are stocking 
up their next winter look.” “We are 
offering discounts to make space for 
displaying the summer collection,” she 
added. An owner of a famous cloth-
ing boutique situated in F-6 told that 
during the weekend, “we witnessed 
a lot of consumers who are stocking 
up their next winter look.” “We are 
offering discounts to make space for 
displaying the summer collection,” she 
added. “We are doing brisk business 
and people are coming and checking 
out the discounted winter stuff,” said 
a worker in a local shopping mall at 
G-9 while displaying a 40% discount 
on clothes.

KARACHI (APP): The Sindh Count-
er Terrorism Department (CTD) 
Investigation Wing on Tuesday 
claimed to have arrested a terrorist 
affiliated with Tehreek-e-Taliban Pa-
kistan (TTP) Tariq Geedhar group 
who had come to Karachi to carry 
out terrorist activities. according to 
a CTD spokesman, the arrested ac-

cused identified as Israr, was a close 
aide of the group’s commander and 
had reached Karachi 20 days ago 
from Darra Adam Khel. CTD also re-
covered a Kalashnikov from his pos-
session, he said, adding, the accused 
had been a facilitator in a number of 
terrorist activities. Further investiga-
tions were underway.

BAHAWALPUR (APP): District Po-
lice Officer (DPO) Syed Muham-
mad Abbas held a meeting with the 
leaders of Bahawalpur Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry (BCCI) here 
on Tuesday. The meeting was also 
attended by BCCI leaders namely 
Chaudhary Abdul Jabbar, Aijaz Na-
zim and other officials. The meeting 
reviewed measures being taken to 
maintain law and order in the dis-
trict and efforts to implement the 

safe city project. The DPO assured 
the trader leaders that the jawans 
would continue to play their role in 
providing security to business com-
munity of the district. He said that 
adequate strength of police person-
nel had been deployed at all entry 
and exit points of the district besides 
increasing patrolling on roads. The 
BCCI leaders appreciated the role of 
police in maintaining law and order 
situation across the district. 

Marriyum asks PML-N candidates for Punjab PA elections to submit 
applications by March 18

IRSA releases 89,800 
cusecs water

Reshuffle in Bahawalpur 
District Police

One killed, 9 injured in 
road accident

POs among 17 suspects 
held; weapons recovered

Fuel pump fined

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on Tues-
day released 89,800 cusecs water 
from various rim stations with in-
flow of 61,200 cusecs. According 
to the data released by IRSA, water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1431.95 feet and was 33.95 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 22,300 cusecs 
while outflow as 43,000 cusecs. The 
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1100.90 feet, which was 
50.90 feet higher than its dead level 
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow 
of water was recorded 20,100 cusecs 
and 28,000 cusecs respectively. The 
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed 49,100, 37,800, 32,600 and 7,000 
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from 
River Kabul, a total of 9,300 cusecs 
of water released at Nowshera and 
3,000 cusecs released from River 
Chenab at Marala. 

BAHAWALPUR (APP): District 
Police Officer, Bahawalpur, Syed 
Muhammad Abbas has issued di-
rectives for the transfers of two po-
lice officials with immediate effect 
till further orders. According to a 
spokesman for Bahawalpur police, 
Inspector Aslam Dhudi was awaiting 
posting and has been transferred as 
Station House Officer to Samasatta 
Police Station. SHO, PS Sama Satta, 
Sub-Inspector, Muhammad Azam 
has been transferred and directed to 
report to Police Lines.

FAISALABAD (APP): A passenger 
was killed, while nine others includ-
ing two women received injuries 
in a road accident near Makkuana 
Bypass on Jaranwala Road here on 
Tuesday. Rescue 1122 spokesman 
said that a speeding passenger wag-
on turned turtle after hitting road 
divider as its driver reportedly went 
asleep. Consequently, Muhammad 
Ramzan s/o Khizar Hayat (20), r/o 
Sherazi Park Jaranwala received se-
rious injuries and died on the spot 
while nine others suffered injuries. 
Rescue 1122 shifted five injured 
--Sharif (80), Haris (20), Noreen (35), 
Ali Sher (60) and Amin (65) to DHQ 
hospital in critical condition, while 
provided first aid to four victims 
--Akmal (40), Rehana (35), Liaqat 
(70) and Waqar (50) on the spot .

SWABI (APP): In ongoing search 
and strike operations across the 
district, the district police arrested 
17 suspected persons including pro-
claimed offenders during the last two 
days. The crackdowns were initiated 
on the special instruction of DPO 
Najamul Hassan against proclaimed 
offenders and criminal elements to 
make the district crime free.

SARGODHA (APP): The district ad-
ministration imposed Rs 20,000 fine 
on a petrol pump over fallacious mea-
surements in Kotmomin here on Tues-
day. According to the official sources, 
in the line with special directives of 
Deputy Commissioner Capt (retd)
Shoaib Ali, Assistant Commission-
er Kotmomin Rabnawaz launched a 
crackdown against shopkeepers in-
volved in overcharging, artificial infla-
tion and illegal storage of goods in the 
tehsil. During inspection, he imposed 
a fine amounting to Rs 20,000 on the 
owner of Ahmed petroleum for violat-
ing prices and measurements.
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President  advises Governor KP to implement Supreme Court’s order on poll date
ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr Arif 
Alvi, in a meeting with Governor of Khy-
ber Pukhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali, on 
Tuesday advised him to implement the 
verdict of the Supreme Court regard-
ing the holding of general election in 
the province. The president mentioned 
that the apex court had directed that 
the Governor of KP must, after consul-
tation with the Election Commission, 
forthwith fix a date for the holding of 
the general election to the KP Assembly 

to avoid any complications as almost a 
period of two weeks had already passed 
by. The meeting was held here at the Ai-
wan-e-Sadr at the invitation of President 
Alvi, according to the President Office. 
The matter of election was discussed 

in light of Article 224 (2) of the Consti-
tution of Pakistan and the order of the 
honourable Supreme Court of Pakistan 
(SCP) dated March 1, 2023. The presi-
dent emphasized the need for uphold-
ing the Constitution and holding gener-
al elections within the given time period. 
He said the election had been mandated 
by the Constitution, further affirmed by 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan, and was 
essential for strengthening parliamenta-
ry democracy in the country.

PM condoles death of ex-mayor’s mother

Old Bannu Road dualization project facing  
multiple impediments

ANF seizes over 1652 kg drugs in 39 operations; 
arrests 45

PR plans to lay fibre optics cable along railway tracks

CDA plans new development schemes for  
rural, urban areas

‘Lost lullaby of mother earth’ attract art lovers

NDMA Convenes National Level Simulation Exercises  
on Floods & Rain Emergencies

Salik proposes Chairman NADRA to write Massihi with Christian names

Commuters voice concerns over overcrowding 
in public transport

Death toll rises to 15 in DG Khan’s  
tractor-trolley tragedy

WSSCA completes data of traders to improve 
municipal services

PMNH to teach kids photography and 
video-making

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minis-
ter Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday ex-
pressed grief over the death of the 
mother of former mayor of Rawalpin-
di and senior leader of Pakistan Mus-
lim League (Nawaz), Sardar Naseem. 

The prime minister in a condolence 
message termed the loss of a mother 
as irreparable and prayed for the de-
parted soul to rest in peace. He also 
prayed for the patience of the be-
reaved family. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): The dualiza-
tion and improvement project of 
Old Bannu Road, a crucial road 
connecting several cities in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province, is facing 
several issues and impediments.Ac-
cording to sources of National High-
way Authority (NHA), the KPK For-
est Department seemed to be slow 
in removing trees along the road, 
which is delaying the project. The 
relocation of utilities by Peshawar 
Electric Supply Company (PESCO) 
and Sui Northern Gas Pipelines Lim-
ited (SNGPL) had also been pushed 

back, causing more setbacks in the 
project’s timeline. Furthermore, the 
relocation of schools and madrassa 
structures has been hindered due to 
the non-availability of funds and in 
addition to that resources have also 
been diverted to flood-affected ar-
eas, which has affected the progress 
of the project. Additionally, there has 
been an above-normal increase in 
the construction material required 
for the highway, adding to the overall 
cost of the project. The PC-1 of the 
project has also been revised, which 
has added to the delays.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) Pakistan has seized 
1652.968 kg drugs and 1846 liters 
prohibited chemical, worth US$ 
33.302 million internationally, arrest-
ed 45 persons including two women 
and three absconders, impounded 13 
vehicles while conducting 39 counter 
narcotics operations throughout the 
country during last week. According 
to an ANF Headquarters spokesman, 
the seized drugs comprised 23.032 kg 
Heroin, 1531.140 kg Hashish, 67.9 kg 
Opium, 28.011 kg Methamphetamine 
(Ice), eight grams cocaine, 0.312 kg 
Ecstasy Tabs (530 tablets), 1.865 kg 
Xanax tabs (8320 tablets), 0.300 kg 
Valium Tabs (1065 tablets), eight 
grams caffeine and 1846 liters HCL. 

ANF Balochistan recovered 1092.200 
kg drugs and 1846 liters prohibited 
chemical in eight operations while 
arrested eight persons involved in 
drugs smuggling and impounded two 
vehicles. The seized drugs comprised 
21 kg heroin, 1048.200 kg hashish, 23 
kg Methamphetamine (Ice) and 1846 
liters HCL. ANF Punjab recovered 
64.205 kg drugs in nine operations 
while arrested 11 persons including a 
woman involved in drugs smuggling 
and impounded five vehicles. The 
seized drugs comprised 1.5 kg Hero-
in, 58. 400 kg Hashish, 300 grams opi-
um, 3.6 kg methamphetamine (Ice), 
150 grams weed, 190 grams ecstasy 
tabs (315 tablets) and 65 grams Xa-
nax Tabs (480 Tablets).

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Rail-
ways has been planning to lay fibre 
optics cables along the railway tracks 
across the country in a joint venture 
with private sector investors to gen-
erate revenue for the department. 
“Pakistan Railways has around 7,791 
kilometres railway network across 
the country which will not only help 
the department to improve its finan-
cial condition but also attract inves-
tors to invest,” the official sources in 
the Ministry told APP. They said the 
matter also came under discussion 
during a meeting of the Economic 
Coordination Committee (ECC) last 
month in which the Ministry of Rail-
ways pointed out that the department 
was offering an excellent opportunity 

for laying fibre optics cables along its 
track for digital connectivity across 
the county. Pakistan Railways told 
the meeting that it has a network 
of 7,791 km, which passed through 
high-density population areas and 
connects major cities in the four 
provinces, they added. They said with 
the average assets and hefty pension 
bills, Pakistan Railways contended, 
but its financial health was deterio-
rating and unless new revenue sourc-
es were identified, the reliance on 
government subsidy would keep on 
growing. The sources said that Pa-
kistan Railways was of the view that 
right-of-way charges on fibre optics 
cables would offer the department a 
decent source of earnings.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Capital Devel-
opment Authority (CDA) has planned 
new development schemes worth bil-
lions of rupees aimed at uplifting the 
living standards of urban and rural 
residents in the Federal capital. An 
official told APP, that the Develop-
ment Working Party (DWP) meeting 
approved the PC-I of a scheme worth 
Rs 10.5 billion for development work 
in the rural areas, extending the 
scope of uplift projects to rural ar-
eas. The project would focus on re-
pairing the dilapidated roads, water 
supply system, street pavement, and 
sanitation system in the rural areas, 
and was expected to be completed in 
two years. The CDA has recently ap-
proved the Chatta Bakhtawar Hous-
ing Scheme worth Rs 2,120 million, 

and another project worth Rs 1,424 
million for the construction of a two-
lane flyover at Rawat T-Chowk from 
N-5 Gujar Khan side to the Islam-
abad Highway. The construction of 
a 2-Lane Flyover at Rawat T-Chowk 
from N-5 to Islamabad Highway 
along with approaches was expected 
to be completed within nine months 
of current year. The CDA has also ap-
proved a revised PC-I for the Islam-
abad bus service project costing at 
least Rs 9,614 million, and a project 
worth Rs 2,573 million to purchase 
new machinery for the sanitation di-
rectorate. Additionally, a PC-I worth 
Rs 142 million has been approved for 
a link road between Garden Avenue 
and Murree Road through the Mar-
galla underpass.

ISLAMABAD (APP): ”The Lost lulla-
by of Mother Earth” a thought pro-
voking retrospective exhibition by 
Fauzia Minallah throughout the years 
of her art practice is attracting art lov-
ers here at Pakistan National Council 
of the Arts (PNCA). The show high-
lights the power of important charac-
teristics of the femininity of universe 
existing in nature and the relation of 
living beings with it. Fauzia’s Depic-
tion of nature can be defined as an 
intellectual thought about spirituality, 
her practice does not only simply dis-
play the beauty of the natural world 
around us, but also it invites the view-
ers to open their minds to philosoph-
ical ideas about our own connection 
to nature and beyond.� Renowned 

poet Kishwar Naheed, women rights 
activist and Tahira Abdullah joined 
the show. Ms. Kishwar read her poem 
and Ms Tahira read the English ver-
sion of the poem, “Darakhton mein 
chupi betiyan”. This exhibition is also 
paying a tribute to Noor�Mukaddam 
and her parents were the guest of 
honor. Mr. Mukaddam also spoke on 
the occasion and thanked the artist. 
Fauzia paid tribute to Noor Mukadd-
am and painted portraits of Noor and 
other girls who faced violence in oth-
er parts of the country. Fauzia paints, 
sculpts and installs works in various 
materials and settings, to document, 
predict and warn. She also tries to 
point to a sustainable path the human 
species can take.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In an effort 
to ensure preparedness of Feder-
al and  Provincial departments for 
emergencies, NDMA has initiated 
a series of simulation exercises 
(Sim Ex) to assess the effectiveness 
of emergency response strategies 
and evaluate the readiness in the 
event of a disaster. In this regard, 
NDMA conducted the first Sim Ex 
for floods and rain emergencies 
with support of Ministry of Cli-
mate Change, UNICEF and Welt 
Hunger Hilfe (WHH) from March 
14-16. Minister for Climate Change 
Sherry Rehman, Chairman NDMA 

Lt. General Inam Haider Malik 
and Country Head WFP Mr. Chris 
attended the inaugural session of 
3-day long exercises and delivered 
opening remarks.  Minister Sherry 
Rehman called for a ‘whole of Pa-
kistan’ approach leading to sustain-
able development for people and 
recovery in the aftermath of Floods 
2022. She lauded the efforts by the 
NDMA’s relief operations during 
Floods 2022 and other emergencies. 
She emphasized on the importance 
of collaboration across government 
agencies, humanitarian organiza-
tions, civil society and the private 

sector for disaster mitigation and 
building well-prepared Pakistan. 
Chairman NDMA highlighted that 
the simulation exercises are part 
of NDMA’s Remodelled National 
Preparedness and Response Sys-
tem in Pakistan which will be repli-
cated at Provincial & District level. 
He said that the success of these 
simulation exercises underscores 
the importance of being vigilant 
and prepared for emergencies and 
that we can improve our overall 
resilience and ability to cope with 
natural disasters through proactive 
measures.

(Staff Reprot): Salik proposes 
Chairman NADRA to write Massi-
hi with Christian names Convener, 
World Minorities Alliance (WMA), 
and former federal minister for 
population welfare, Julius Salik 
on Monday proposed Chairman 
National Database Registration 
Authority (NADRA) Muhammad 
Tariq Malik to write “Massihi” in-
stead of “Massih” with the names 
of Christians. In a telephonic con-

versation with the NADRA Chari-
man, J Salik briefed him on an 
important issue pertaining to the 

Christian community’s registration 
at the NADRA. Salik said he clar-
ified the NADRA chair that it was 
a disrespectful to call a Christian 
a Massih which was irreligious. A 
Christian must be written or called 
a Massihi which was suitable and 
as per the faith of the Christians. 
He said the NADRA Chairman 
agreed to his suggestion and ac-
cepted his point as a genuine con-
cern that needed redressal.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Commuters of 
twin cities have demanded author-
ities concerned to take strict action 
against overloading in public trans-
port and increase night surveillance 
to resolve this issue. Talking to APP 
here on Tuesday, a commuter Usama 
Tariq pointed out that the problem of 
overcrowding was particularly acute 
on weekends, public holidays and at 
night, when public transport options 
are limited and people often have 
no choice but to take overcrowded 
vehicles. Another traveller Jibran 
Javed criticized the lack of public 

awareness about the issue, noting 
that many people were unaware of 
the risks posed by overcrowded vehi-
cles. He said that an intensive effort 
to raise awareness among the public 
about the importance of following the 
rules was essential. When contacted 
with the National Highways and Mo-
torway Police (NHMP), an official 
highlighted that while the Regional 
Transport Authority (RTA) was pri-
marily responsible for regulating the 
allowed capacity of public transport 
vehicles, the NHMP was also taking 
measures to enforce the regulations.

DG KHAN (APP): The operation for 
fishing out drowned devotees after a 
tractor-trolley skidded off the road and 
fell into a canal at Basiti Bhanda near 
Choti Zareen Dera Ghazi Khan on Fri-
day entered the fifth day while 15 of 
them have been pulled out so far. Res-
cue 1122 spokesperson, Asad Mustafa 
told APP on Tuesday that body of Ree-
ma (25), wife of Nazar, was fished out 
on Monday bringing the total death 
toll to 15, whereas operation was 

underway for tracing the rest of the 
devotees. The search for Ruqqia (40), 
Wafadar (5), and three-month-old Ab-
dullah was still ongoing, he said and 
added that it would continue till the 
recovery of the missing people. It is 
worth mentioning here that reportedly 
overspeeding and failure of brakes re-
sulted in the tragedy according to ini-
tial reports, adding that the driver lost 
control of the tractor-trolley at a speed 
breaker on the road. 

ABBOTTABAD (APP): Water and 
Sanitation Services Company (WSS-
CA) Abbottabad Tuesday completed 
a data collection survey to improve 
municipal services and bring innova-
tion to the billing system in Abbotta-
bad Bazaar. The survey was conduct-
ed with the collaboration of Comsats 
University Abbottabad and data from 
2700 shops, hotels, stalls and plazas 
were collected. The data obtained will 

be used for further improvement of 
municipal services and billing. WS-
SCA thanked the presidents of the 
trader’s union of the markets in Ab-
bottabad and said that the business 
community of Abbottabad city has 
shown cooperation in this process. 
WSSCA also thanked the administra-
tion of Comsats University, especially 
the students of the Department of En-
vironmental Sciences.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Muse-
um for Natural History (PMNH) has 
initiated a capacity building training 
for school going children in photog-
raphy and video-making. Director 
General (DG) of PMNH Dr Saima 
Huma Tanveer said this while talking 
to APP here on Tuesday. She said that 
under the project titled “Media Proj-
ect for Conservation of Environment 
and Nature”, the students would be 
taught the skill of photography and 
video- making to capture the beau-

ty of nature. “These students will be 
trained on capturing different aspects 
of environment and nature including 
flowers, birds, mountains, rivers etc”, 
she said. The DG said, “Use of social 
media platform among the students 
of all ages is at its peak,they seems 
interested to create their own You-
tube channels, TikTok and Facebook 
accounts for the sake of fun and mon-
ey making. However, they seem to be 
clueless what should they portray or 
project on these platforms.

Man shoots, injures 
brothers-in-law over  

domestic dispute

11 held with contraband

Two bids to smuggle 637 
flour bags foiled

MULTAN (APP): A man opened fire 
and injured his two brothers-in-law 
over domestic dispute, here at 18 
Kasi Budla road on Tuesday morn-
ing. According to police spokesman, 
the accused had a long-running dis-
pute with his in-laws. Common rel-
atives tried for patch up between the 
two parties but all the effort went in 
vain. He opened fire at his brothers-
in-laws, namely Muhammad Wasim 
and Muhammad Sajid and fled from 
the scene. The culprit is yet to be 
identified. The injured were shifted 
to the nearby Nishtar hospital in a 
critical condition. The police have 
registered a case against the accused 
and started a search operation to ar-
rest him.

SARGODHA (APP): Police claimed 
on Tuesday to have arrested eleven 
drug pushers and recovered liquor 
and illegal weapons from their pos-
session. In a crackdown against drug 
peddlers and criminals, the teams of 
different police stations conducted 
raids in the areas of their jurisdic-
tion and apprehended 11 outlaws 
and recovered 65 liters liquor, 5 pis-
tols 30 bore and 2 guns 12 bore from 
them. The accused were identified as 
Javed, Allah Ditta, Zulqarnain, Nay-
er,Rehan, Nasar, Faheem, Saleem 
and others. Cases have been regis-
tered against the accused.

RAWALPINDI (APP): The Food De-
partment Rawalpindi and district po-
lice here on Tuesday foiled two bids 
to smuggle 637 wheat and flour bags. 
According to a district administration 
spokesman, the authorities of the 
food department along with Potohar 
Division police conducted raids in dif-
ferent areas and rounded up two driv-
ers namely Saif Ali and Bashir Khan 
and recovered 637 wheat and flour 
bags. He informed that the accused 
were trying to smuggle wheat flour 
bags out of the Rawalpindi division. 
The Food Department Rawalpindi 
and district police on the directives of 
the Deputy Commissioner (DC) and 
City Police Officer, Rawalpindi were 
strictly monitoring all the exit points 
of Rawalpindi district to foil wheat 
and flour smuggling bids, he added.
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Pakistan, Canada discuss ways to promote cooperation in trade, investment

VW raises spending to €180bil to bolster EV efforts

Tesla, BYD deny ending battery supply cooperation

Oil Updates — Crude falls; Iraq PM announces Kurdistan oil revenue agreements 

IMF to disburse US$5.3bil in new aid to Argentina

Over 850 delegates set to attend 5th Gulf Businesswomen Forum in Jeddah 

Why didn’t US bank regulators notice SVB’s red flag?

ISLAMABAD (APP): The High Com-
missioner of Canada, Ms. Leslie 
Scanlon and Federal Minister for 
Finance and Revenue Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar here on Tuesday 
exchanged views on enhancing bilat-
eral relations in various avenues and 
cooperation in a number of fields 
including trade, investment and cli-
mate resilience. During a call on 
meeting of the High Commissioner 
with the Finance Minister, both the 
sides discussed overall global eco-
nomic situation as well as econom-
ic policies and programmes of the 

government in Pakistan. According 
to press statement issued by finance 
ministry, Ishaq Dar said both the 
countries were having friendly rela-
tions and commended the support 
of Canadian government for flood 
affected people. He briefed the en-

voy about the economic outlook and 
the challenges being faced by the 
country, coupled with huge losses 
due to the devastating floods last 
year. He further shared that the gov-
ernment with its pragmatic policy 
decisions had not only arrested the 
economic decline but was also steer-
ing the economy towards stability 
and growth. He also shared that the 
government had taken difficult deci-
sions in key sectors, including ener-
gy sector in order to reduce budget-
ary and current account deficits and 
increased the revenue generation.

LONDON (Agencies): Volkswagen 
AG raised its five-year investment 
plan to €180 billion (US$193 bil-
lion) as Europe’s biggest carmaker 
intensifies a push to challenge Tesla 
Inc.’s leadership on electric vehicles. 
Nearly 70% of the spending in the 
next half-decade will go to electric 
vehicles and software, up from 56% 
during the previous rolling plan, VW 
said Tuesday. Europe’s largest car-
maker is increasing overall spending 
by 13% compared with its last annual 

update. “We have set clear and am-
bitious targets and took necessary 
decisions to streamline processes,” 
CEO Oliver Blume said in a state-
ment. This year will be a decisive 

year for executing strategic goals 
and accelerating progress across the 
group. Late last year, the carmaker 
delayed setting new goals on invest-
ments, citing a lack of visibility amid 
the war in Ukraine and significant 
supply bottlenecks. Blume, in office 
since September, has come under 
pressure to reveal more about his 
strategic priorities after focusing on 
fixing the company’s chaotic soft-
ware push and scrutinising costly 
projects.

SHANGHAI (Agencies): Tesla Inc 
CEO Musk and Chinese electric ve-
hicle and battery maker BYD Co Ltd 
on Tuesday denied a media report 
that said the US company was end-
ing cooperation with BYD on battery 
supplies. The Korean Economic Dai-
ly on Sunday cited industry sources 
as saying Tesla had not asked BYD 
for an additional supply of batteries 
for certain Tesla Model 3 vehicles 

after their supply deal expired ear-
lier this year. “That media report is 
false. Relations between Tesla and 

BYD are positive,” Musk said in a 
tweet on Tuesday. In a statement to 
Reuters, BYD said that the report 
“is not in line with the actual situa-
tion”. BYD executive vice president 
Lian Yubo in June told Chinese state-
owned broadcaster CGTN that BYD 
was preparing to supply Tesla with 
batteries “very soon”. Neither com-
pany have publicly disclosed any 
deal since.

RIYADH (Agencies): Oil prices fell 
more than $1 on Tuesday, extending 
the previous day’s slide, as the col-
lapse of Silicon Valley Bank rattled 
equities markets and sparked fear 
about a fresh financial crisis.  Brent 
crude futures were down 80 cents, 
or 0.99 percent, at $79.97 a barrel at 
10.50 a.m. Saudi time. US West Texas 
Intermediate crude futures dropped 
81 cents, or 1.08 percent, to $73.99 
a barrel.  On Monday, Brent fell to 
its lowest since early January, while 

WTI dropped to its lowest since De-
cember.  The sudden shutdown of 
SVB Financial triggered concerns 
about risks to other banks resulting 
from the US Federal Reserve’s sharp 
interest rate hikes over the last year.  

Equinor makes Norway oil and gas 
discovery. Equinor has made an oil 
and gas discovery near the Troll field 
in the North Sea, believed to contain 
between 24 million and 84 million 
barrels of oil equivalent, the compa-
ny said on Tuesday.  The discovery, 
which contains slightly more oil than 
gas, is commercially interesting, part-
ly because it can use existing infra-
structure connected to the company’s 
floating processing and accommoda-
tion platform Troll B, Equinor said.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The 
International Monetary Fund said 
Monday it has reached an agreement 
with the government of Argentina 
on the fourth review of the aid pack-
age for the South American country, 
paving the way for the disbursement 
of some US$5.3 billion. The new 
tranche of funding, which should be 
approved “in the coming weeks” by 
the institution’s board of directors, 
brings the amount of funds allocat-
ed to Argentina since the signing of 
the aid programme in March 2022 
to $28.8 billion. “Prudent macroeco-

nomic management in the second 
half of 2022 supported stability and 
helped secure programme targets 
through end-2022 with some mar-
gin,” the IMF said in a statement. It 
noted that the “agreement is subject 
to approval by the IMF Executive 

Board, which is expected to meet 
in the coming weeks”. The review 
focused on assessing progress and 
reaching an agreement on a “strong 
policy package to durably address 
macroeconomic imbalances while 
limiting future vulnerabilities”. 
“Against a more challenging econom-
ic backdrop, particularly the increas-
ingly severe drought, stronger policy 
actions are necessary to safeguard 
stability, address rising inflation and 
policy setbacks, and maintain the an-
choring role of the programme,” the 
international lender said.

JEDDAH (Agencies): More than 
850 businesswomen, entrepreneurs, 
delegates of private companies, rep-
resentatives of organizations that 
support development projects, and 
national and regional banks are set 
to discuss ways to empower women 
when they gather in Jeddah for the 
5th edition of Gulf Businesswomen 
Forum on March 15.  The two-day 
event will be hosted by the Feder-
ation of Gulf Cooperation Council 
Chambers in cooperation with the 

Federation of Saudi Chambers and 
the Jeddah Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry.  The forum, held un-
der the slogan “The Gulf woman: 
Between empowerment and lead-
ership,” aims to enhance the role 
of businesswomen in the chambers 

of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
countries. In addition, there would 
be exchange of ideas in the field of 
strengthening the status of women, 
empowerment, innovation and en-
trepreneurship. Addressing a press 
conference, Hassan bin Mujib Al-Hu-
waizi, president of the Federation of 
Saudi Chambers, said that the forum 
will tackle issues related to the em-
powerment of women as an active 
and influential partner in the process 
of growth and development.

NEW YORK (Agencies): With hind-
sight, there were warning signs 
ahead of last week’s spectacular 
collapse of Silicon Valley Bank, 
missed not only by investors but by 
bank regulators. Just why the over-
sight failed remained a hot question 
among banking experts Monday, 
with some focusing on the weakness 
of US rules. The Federal Reserve an-
nounced Monday plans for a “thor-
ough, transparent and swift” review 
of the supervision of SVB that will 
be publicly released on May 1, effec-
tively acknowledging that it could 
have done better. President Joe 
Biden promised a “full accounting 

of what happened”, adding that he 
would ask regulators and banking 
regulators to tighten rules on the 
sector. Banking experts have been 
among those alarmed at the rapid 
collapse of SVB, the country’s 16th 
biggest bank by assets and how its 
demise became a harbinger of Sun-
day’s failure of another lender, Sig-
nature Bank. The failures have “ex-
posed the inadequacy of regulatory 

reforms that have been made since 
the global financial crisis”, said Ar-
thur Wilmarth, a law professor at 
George Washington University. A 
once-over of the bank would have 
pointed to clear potential red flags 
in SVB’s disproportionate exposure 
to tech startups, a risky area that 
can be likened to commercial real 
estate or emerging markets – areas 
that have plagued lenders in the 
past. Wilmarth noted that SVB grew 
very fast between 2020 and 2022 
and that its exposure to long-dated 
fixed-interest bonds made it espe-
cially vulnerable to a shift in mone-
tary policy by the Fed.

UK pay growth slows as BOE mulls rates pause

EU lawmakers demand tax on ultra-rich individuals

EU’s power market revamp aims to blunt price spikes

US consumer prices expected to rise in February

Asian markets sink as SVB contagion fears  
hit banking sector

Dollar falls as traders bet against US Fed hike

LONDON (Agencies): Growth in 
pay in Britain – which the Bank of 
England is watching closely as it 
weighs up when to pause its run of 
interest rate hikes – lost pace in the 
three months to January, official data 
showed on Tuesday. Pay excluding 
bonuses rose by 6.5% compared with 
6.7% in the three months to Decem-
ber. Total pay grew by an annual 
5.7% in the November-to-January 
period, slowing from 6.0% in the pre-
vious figures, the Office for National 
Statistics said. Economists polled by 
Reuters had expected basic and total 
earnings to rise by 6.6% and 5.7% re-
spectively. Britain’s unemployment 
rate held at 3.7% in the three months 

to January, the data also showed. 
Economists polled by Reuters had 
mostly expected the rate to rise to 
3.8%. Despite the still strong pace of 
pay growth, earnings were further 
diminished by an inflation rate that 
stood above 10% in January. The 
ONS said basic pay, when adjust-
ed for inflation using the consumer 
prices index, fell by 3.5%, one of the 
largest falls since records began in 
2001. Total pay fell by 4.4% in real 
terms, the biggest drop since ear-
ly 2009. “The jobs market remains 
strong, but inflation remains too 
high,” finance minister Jeremy Hunt 
said after the data was published, a 
day ahead of his budget speech.

STRASBOURG (Agencies): A large 
group of  MEPs called on Tuesday 
for a tax on wealthy individuals, 
similar to one on multinational com-
panies, to fund the transition to a 
carbon-free world. A previous land-
mark deal for a global minimum 
15% tax on multinational business-
es is set to start to go into force this 
year. “What we have achieved for 
multinationals, we must now do for 
the wealthy,” French MEP Aurore 
Lalucq and economist Gabriel Zuc-
man wrote in an opinion piece pub-
lished in the French daily Le Monde, 
as they launched the campaign with 
more than 130 MEPs. “Our propos-
al is simple: introduce a progressive 

tax on the wealth of the ultra-rich 
on an international scale in order to 
reduce inequalities while helping to 
finance investments needed for the 
green and social transition,” they 
said. The signatories claimed that in 
2018 Tesla owner Elon Musk, “then 
the second-richest man in the world, 
did not pay a single cent in federal 
taxes” and “in France, known for its 
high taxes, the 370 richest families 
are effectively taxed only around 
two to three percent”. The Organ-
isation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD), a club of 
mostly rich countries based in Paris, 
brokered the agreement on multina-
tionals.

BRUSSELS (Agencies): The Euro-
pean Commission is set to propose a 
revamp of Europe’s electricity market 
rules on Tuesday, aimed at expanding 
the use of fixed-price power contracts 
to shield consumers from severe price 
spikes like those experienced last 
year. The European Union vowed to 
overhaul its electricity market after 
cuts to Russian gas after its invasion 
of Ukraine last year sent European 
power prices soaring to record highs, 
forcing industries to close and hik-
ing households’ bills. Draft versions 
of the EU proposal, seen by Reuters, 
outline measures designed to make 
consumers less exposed to short-
term swings in fossil fuel prices – by 

nudging countries to use more con-
tracts that lock in stable, long-term 
electricity prices. Future state support 
for new investments in wind, solar, 
geothermal, hydropower and nucle-
ar electricity, for example, must be 
done through a two-way contract for 
difference (CfD). Two-way CfDs of-
fer generators a fixed “strike price” 
for their electricity, regardless of the 
price in short-term energy markets. 
Countries would also need to do more 
to encourage power purchase agree-
ments (PPA) – another type of long-
term contract to directly buy elec-
tricity from a generator – such as by 
providing state guarantees for such 
contracts.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): US con-
sumer prices likely rose at a solid pace 
in February amid sticky rental hous-
ing costs, but economists are divided 
on whether the data will be enough 
to push the Federal Reserve to hike 
interest rates again next week after 
the failure of two regional banks. The 
report from the Labor Department 
on Tuesday, which is also expected 
to show goods inflation picked up in 
part due to an anticipated rebound 
in prices of used motor vehicles, will 
be published amid financial market 
turmoil triggered by the collapse of 
Silicon Valley Bank in California and 
Signature Bank in New York, which 
forced regulators to take emergency 
measures to shore up confidence in 

the banking system. It will also be re-
leased a week before the Fed begins 
a two-day policy meeting, and follow 
on the heels of a report last Friday 
showing a still-tight labour market, 
but cooling wage inflation. Econo-
mists said Tuesday’s report remained 
important for policymakers despite 
the angst in financial markets. “If the 
Fed meeting was today, then you’d 
have to say the Fed is not going to 
do anything,” said James Knightley, 
chief international economist at ING 
in New York. “If the actions from the 
Fed, Treasury and the FDIC (Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation) help 
to calm markets, then you’d have to 
say that a 25-basis-point hike is still 
the most likely outcome.”

HONG KONG (Agencies): Asian mar-
kets sank Tuesday, with banks bear-
ing the brunt of the selling on fears of 
contagion in the sector after the col-
lapse of two regional US lenders. The 
swift closure of Silicon Valley Bank on 
Friday, followed by Signature Bank 
days later, forced US authorities to 
immediately pledge support for other 
lenders and depositors. The move by 

the Federal Reserve, Treasury Depart-
ment and Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp provided some reassurance to 
investors, but shares in several US 
banks were hammered on fears of a 
run by customers. That came despite 
Joe Biden giving assurances that the 
nation’s banking system was sound, 
while European leaders similarly 
tried to soothe investor worries.

SINGAPORE (Agencies): The dollar 
languished near a multi-week low on 
Tuesday as fears of a broader system-
ic crisis following the collapse of a US 
tech-focused lender left traders spec-
ulating that the Federal Reserve could 
pause its aggressive rate-hiking cycle. 
Market jitters continued to set the 
tone for a second straight trading day 
in the wake of the sudden collapse of 
Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) and Sig-
nature Bank, although US president 
Joe Biden on Monday vowed to take 
action to ensure the safety of the US 
banking system. Over the weekend, 
US authorities launched emergency 

measures to shore up banking con-
fidence. The fallout sent traders scal-
ing back their bets on how much fur-
ther the Fed would continue raising 
interest rates, sparking a sharp rally 
in Fed funds futures and sending the 
US dollar tumbling. The greenback 
was nursing deep losses from the pre-
vious session in early Asia trade, and 
was last marginally higher against 
the Japanese yen at 133.42, having 
slid 1.4% on Monday. Similarly, ster-
ling edged 0.19% lower to US$1.2159, 
though it remained near its one-
month peak of US$1.2200 hit in the 
previous session.
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Don’t give up. You can stay 
on top of it all even if it feels over-
whelming! Things may come at you 
quickly today, but you should be able 
to handle it all quite well as long as 
you keep calm.
– TAURUS: You need to make sure 
that you get some time outside today. 
Otherwise, you may find that you get 
entirely too restless! If you can gar-
den or take a walk in the park, so 
much the better.  
– GEMINI: If you need support from 
others, expect to wait and wait while 
they dither and delay and make ex-
cuses. There’s just no way to speed 
things up! It’s a good time for solo 
projects.
– CANCER: It’s a good time for you 
to recalibrate your activities so you 
can feel more balanced at home or at 
work. Things are a little out of hand, 
but it’s not too hard for you to make 
them right again.
– LEO: You are excited about some-
thing new in your life, so much that 
you may risk going on and on about 
it to friends or family. Try to restrain 

yourself. Folks have less patience 
than usual today!
– VIRGO: If you’re inspired to act on 
your romantic impulses today, and 
you likely are, you should get exactly 
the response you’re hoping for. Your 
good energy is practically irresist-
ible!
– LIBRA: You need to keep both eyes 
open and be wary of whoever is clos-
est to you today. It’s not that they 
wish you harm, it’s just that their 
agendas may differ from yours quite 
a bit.
– SCORPIO: You need to get things 
started today. Other folks are all 
waiting for the signal. That gives you 
lots of power, and you should find 
your influence increasing through-
out the day.
– SAGITTARIUS: You’re feeling 
more connected to the world around 
you and might want to express that 
through gardening, cooking or oth-
er food-related endeavors. Try not 
to make a big production out of it, 
though!
– CAPRICORN: You can tackle al-
most any problem today. And you 
should find that people are eager to 
help out, though you might be able to 
take care of most issues on your own. 
Your energy doesn’t seem to flag!
– ACQUARIUS: Your energy could 
be pretty low today, but you can tell 
that you’re soon going to rebound in 
an extraordinary way! Keep a slow 
pace and wait for the surge to come, 
probably tomorrow.
– PISCES: You’re a vital part of any 
plans today, even if you stumble into 
them by accident! Your assistance 
should tip the balance toward suc-
cess. You’ll be rewarded appropriate-
ly in the end.
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Saints involve police after Walker-Peters racially abused online

Jeddah hosts ISSF extraordinary General Assembly

IOC calls on British government to respect ‘autonomy of sport’

Robertson set to become third generation Socceroo

Abu Dhabi International Abu Dhabi International Jiu-Jitsu  
Championship 2023 set for Mubadala Arena showdown

Italian Super Cup played as four-team tournament in Saudi Arabia next season

Saudia named Official Global Airline Partner  
of Aston Martin Aramco Cognizant Formula One Team

SOUTHAMPTON (Agencies): 
Southampton are in touch with the 
police after defender Kyle Walk-
er-Peters received racist abuse on 
social media following their goalless 
draw with Manchester United, the 
Premier League club said on Mon-
day. Walker-Peters, 25, was targeted 
online after his challenge on United’s 
18-year-old Alejandro Garnacho left 
the winger in pain, forcing manager 
Erik ten Hag into withdrawing his 

second-half substitute. Garnacho, 
who has four goals and four assists 
this season, later left Old Trafford 
on crutches with ten Hag confirming 

he had twisted his ankle. “In Febru-
ary 2021 the club made a statement 
about one of our young players re-
ceiving abhorrent racial abuse fol-
lowing a match against Manchester 
United,” Southampton said. “More 
than two years on, we find ourselves 
in the exact same position: disgusted 
and disappointed in the behaviour of 
those online who lower themselves 
to abusing players for the colour of 
their skin.

JEDDAH (Agencies): Prince Abdulaziz 
Bin Turki Al-Faisal, president of the 
Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation, 
chaired the organization’s extraor-
dinary general assembly held at the 
Intercontinental Hotel in Jeddah on 
Monday. The meeting, which was held 
to approve the session of the 11th Gen-
eral Assembly, was attended by repre-
sentatives of the ISSF. On the agenda 
was the report of the fifth Islamic Sol-
idarity Games Konya 2021, the finan-
cial and administrative report, and the 

ratification of ISSF statute adjustments, 
determining the process of choosing 
the hosting country of the 6th Islamic 
Games in 2025. The meeting has cho-
sen the month of August and the city 
of Riyadh as the time and place of the 

12th meeting of the general assembly 
of ISSF.  Prince Turki thanked King 
Salman and Crown PrinceMohammed 
bin Salman for their support in im-
proving the ISSF. During the meeting, 
Prince Turki offered his condolences 
to the Turkish and Syrian people and 
all victims and those injured in the re-
cent earthquakes, and said the meeting 
should stand as a step to re-establish 
and rehabilitate the cities affected by 
the earthquake in cooperation with the 
Islamic Solidarity Fund.

LAUSANNE (Agencies): Olympic chiefs 
have urged the British government to 
respect the “autonomy of sport” after 
an attempt to lobby sponsors against a 
proposed pathway for Russian and Be-
larusian athletes to participate at next 
year’s Paris Games. Britain’s Culture 
Secretary Lucy Frazer last week wrote 
a letter to 13 of the biggest Olympic 
sponsors, urging them to put pressure 
on the International Olympic Commit-
tee (IOC) to abandon its proposal. “It is 
not up to governments to decide which 

athletes can participate in which inter-
national competitions. This would be 
the end of world sport as we know it to-
day,” the IOC said on Monday. “We hope 
very much that the British government 

will respect the autonomy of sport ... “It 
must be the sole responsibility of sports 
organisations to decide which athletes 
can take part in international competi-
tions based exclusively on their sporting 
merit. ”In accordance with this, Olympic 
sponsors are not involved in this deci-
sion-making process.” The IOC issued 
sanctions against Russia and Belarus af-
ter last year’s invasion of Ukraine but is 
reluctant to exclude their athletes from 
the Olympics entirely for fear of a return 
to the boycotts of the Cold War era.

SYDNEY (Agencies): Manchester City 
midfielder Alex Robertson looks set 
to follow his father and grandfather 
by representing Australia after being 
called up to the Socceroos squad for 
two friendlies against Ecuador later this 
month. The talented 19-year-old, who 
was born in Scotland when his father 
was playing for Dundee but raised in 
the beachside Sydney suburb of Marou-
bra, has already represented England 
at age-group level. Father Mark, also 
a midfielder, won one cap for Austra-

lia in a friendly against Japan in 2001, 
while grandfather Alex wore the green 
and gold shirt in a series of exhibition 
matches in 1984. Robertson, who has 
yet to play for City’s first team, also 

qualifies for Scotland through birth and 
Peru through his mother but has indi-
cated that his allegiance lies with Aus-
tralia. “When I called him and told him 
I wanted to pick him for the squad for 
these Ecuador games, straightaway it 
was ‘Arnie, I can’t wait’,” coach Graham 
Arnold told local media. ”I do believe the 
kid has aligned himself now with Aus-
tralia, and I’m pretty sure once he puts a 
Socceroos shirt on and feels the emblem 
on his heart, there’s only one nation you 
will play for.”

ABU DHABI (Agencies): Mubada-
la Arena in Zayed Sports City is set 
to host the Abu Dhabi Jiu-Jitsu Pro 
Tour Abu Dhabi International Jiu-Jit-
su Championship 2023 competitions 
from March 17 to 19. The contests, 
open to clubs and academies from 
around the world, will feature kids, 
youth, amateur, professional, and 
master divisions. The three-day 
championship, jointly organized by 
the UAE Jiu-Jitsu Federation and the 
AJP, is the second set of AJP compe-

titions in the 2023 events season. The 
first was the AJP No-Gi Abu Dhabi In-
ternational Jiu-Jitsu Championship, 
which took place last month. Youssef 
Abdullah Al-Batran, a UAEJJF board 

member, said: “The AJP champion-
ships are a valuable component in the 
schedule of championship activities 
for the current sporting season and 
help to highlight a significant number 
of fresh talent aiming to build a suc-
cessful professional career. “The in-
creased registrations for events testi-
fy to the effectiveness of the UAEJJF’s 
initiatives to develop the sport, 
broaden the pool of participants, and 
strengthen Abu Dhabi’s position as 
the world’s capital for jiu-jitsu.

MILAN (Agencies): The Italian Super 
Cup will be played as a four-team tour-
nament next season and held in Saudi 
Arabia for four of the next six years, 
Serie A said on Monday. Italy’s top 
flight told AFP after a meeting of its 
clubs that it would decide whether to 
maintain the four-team format for the 
following five seasons at a later date. 
The next two Super Cups will be held 
in Saudi Arabia, with two years else-
where before returning to the Arab 

nation for the final two years. Serie A 
didn’t say where the two editions not 

held in Saudi Arabia would be played. 
Next year’s tournament will be con-
tested in January 2024. The Super 
Cup has up to now featured the Serie 
A champions and the winners of the 
Italian Cup, with Inter Milan thump-
ing AC Milan in this year’s edition in 
Riyadh in January. From next season it 
will feature the top two in Serie A and 
the Italian Cup finalists from the this 
campaign, in a similar change to the 
one made to the Spanish Super Cup.

JEDDAH (Agencies): Saudia, the 
national flag carrier of Saudi Ara-
bia, has been named Official Global 
Airline Partner of the Aston Martin 
Aramco Cognizant Formula One 
Team (AMF1) for the 2023 sea-
son. The new season’s second race 
will take place at Jeddah Corniche 
Circuit on Sunday, March 19. Ex-
ecutive Chairman Lawrence Stroll 
signaled his ambition for AMF1 
with the signing of two-time World 
Champion Fernando Alonso to drive 
alongside Lance Stroll in the 2023 
FIA Formula One World Champion-
ship. After an impressive showing 
during preseason testing, the team 
made a remarkable start to the sea-
son, with Alonso taking a spectacu-

lar podium at the opener in Bahrain 
on March 5. With Stroll finishing 
sixth and Saudia on board, there 
is plenty of potential ahead for the 
team. Saudia connects guests from 
more than 100 destinations around 
the world to the Kingdom via its 
hub at King Abdulaziz Internation-

al Airport in Jeddah and other key 
stations around Saudi Arabia. Fans 
will be able to follow the 2023 For-
mula One season with Saudia fly-
ing to races in Bahrain, Italy, Spain, 
Monaco, Canada, the UK, Austria, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Singa-
pore, Japan, the US, Qatar and Abu 
Dhabi. Khaled Tash, Saudia Group 
chief marketing officer, said: “We 
are very excited to expand Saudia’s 
strategic sports partnership portfo-
lio and announce our most recent 
collaboration with such a renowned 
name in the automotive and motor-
sport industry. “At Saudia, we be-
lieve in the power of sports to unite 
people and create a borderless 
world,” he added.

Wawrinka outlasts Rune to reach Indian Wells 
round of 16

Wimbledon champion Rybakina reaches Indian 
Wells 4th round

High jump pioneer and icon Fosbury dies at 76

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Three-
time Grand Slam champion Stan 
Wawrinka scored a win for the old 
guard Monday, beating 19-year-old 
seventh seed Holger Rune 6-2, 6-7 
(5/7), 7-5 to reach the fourth round at 
Indian Wells. A former world No 3 now 
ranked 100th, Wawrinka has had two 
left knee and two left foot surgeries 
since he reached the Indian Wells and 
Roland Garros finals in 2017. At 37, 
he had 18 years on his opponent, but 
he avenged a first-round defeat to the 
Dane at the Paris Masters in Novem-
ber, where Rune saved three match 
points to launch his run to a first Mas-
ters title. It looked like the young Dane, 
ranked eighth in the world, might pull 
off a similar comeback when he saved 

a match point and broke Wawrinka in 
the ninth game of the second set. Rune 
clawed back from 5-2 down in the sec-
ond-set tiebreaker to force a third set, 
but Wawrinka dictated the pace using 
his trademark backhand to good effect. 
The Swiss, who won the Australian 
Open in 2014, the French Open in 2015 
and the US Open in 2016, finished with 
12 aces and didn’t face a break point in 
the final set.

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Reigning 
Wimbledon champion Elena Rybak-
ina punched her ticket to the fourth 
round at Indian Wells on Monday with 
a 6-3, 7-5 victory over former champi-
on Paula Badosa. Rybakina, ranked 
10th in the world after a runner-up 
finish to Aryna Sabalenka at the Aus-
tralian Open in January, had lost her 
last three matches against Badosa. 
She said a solid service game and 
the upper hand on a few key points 
allowed her to turn the tables on 
Badosa – her doubles partner in the 
California desert. She fired nine aces 
and benefitted from seven double 
faults by Badosa, converting four of 
her break point chances against the 
Spaniard while dropping her own 
serve just once. The contest was part 
of a Stadium Court programme that 

featured top seeds Carlos Alcaraz 
and Iga Swiatek battling to reach the 
round of 16 in the combined WTA 
and ATP Masters 1000 event. Spain’s 
Alcaraz, who can return to No 1 in 
the world with a third Masters 1000 
triumph, faced Tallon Griekspoor of 
the Netherlands while women’s No 1 
Swiatek – winner of the French and 
US Opens last year and the defend-
ing Indian Wells champion – faced 
Canadian Bianca Andreescu.

LOS ANGELES (Agencies): Olympic 
high jump champion Dick Fosbury, 
who revolutionised the event with a 
radically different jumping technique 
that was eventually named after him, 
died on Sunday aged 76, his agent 
Ray Schulte said on Monday. Fosbury 
won gold in the high jump at the 1968 
Olympic Games in Mexico City, where 
he jumped back first to clear the bar, a 

technique that has since been named 
the ‘Fosbury Flop’ and used by all high 
jumpers today. “It is with a heavy heart 
that I must announce that longtime 
friend and client Dick Fosbury passed 
away peacefully in his sleep early Sun-
day morning after a brief recurrence 
of lymphoma,” Schulte wrote on In-
stagram. “The track and field legend 
is survived by his wife Robin Tomasi, 
son Erich Fosbury and stepdaughters 
Stephanie Thomas-Phipps … and Kris-
tin Thompson.” The straddle or scissor 
jump were common techniques in the 
high jump. But when foam matting was 
introduced to break the athletes’ fall, 
Fosbury used his new technique for the 
first time on the world stage.
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Canada: Truck ploughs into pedestrians, killing two
OTTAWA: Two people have been killed 
and nine others injured after pedestri-
ans were hit by a pick-up truck in the 
town of Amqui, in Canada’s northern 
Quebec. The driver of the vehicle, a 
38-year-old local man, was arrested 
after turning himself in to police. Inves-
tigators are still trying to determine if 
the incident was a deliberate attack. It 
comes just a month after two children 
were killed when a bus driver drove 
into a Montreal daycare centre. Police 
were called to the latest incident at 
around 15:00 (19:00 GMT) following 
reports of a collision between a van and 
pedestrians. The two people killed are 
said to be a man in his 70s and anoth-
er man in his 60s. Canadian media re-
ported that children are among the in-
jured being treated at the local hospital. 
Quebec news outlet Le Devoir quoted 
a local Amqui businessman as saying: 
“Amqui is a small place... This is a lo-

cal tragedy.” A witness told the news-
paper that he saw the truck accelerate 
as it approached the pedestrians on the 
pavement. Quebec police spokeswom-
an Helene St Pierre said all indications 
were that this was an isolated event. 
“There is no more danger in the area 
and only one suspect,” she told report-
ers. Francois Legault, the premier of 
Quebec, said the incident was “shock-
ing”, while Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau said on Twitter that 
his heart was with the people of Am-
qui. “As we learn more about the tragic 
events that have taken place, I’m keep-
ing everyone affected in my thoughts,” 
he said.
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Silicon Valley Bank:  
Global bank stocks 

slump despite Biden 
reassurances

Pakistan’s Garrison 
Golf Tournament 2023 
attracted 500 golfers 
across the country

NEW YORK (Agencies): Bank shares 
in Asia and Europe have slumped, de-
spite reassurances from the US presi-
dent that America’s financial system is 
safe following the collapse of two US 
lenders. The falls come after authorities 
moved to protect customer deposits 
when the US-based Silicon Valley Bank 
(SVB) and Signature Bank collapsed. 
Joe Biden promised to do “whatever is 
needed” to protect the banking system. 
But investors fear other lenders may 
still be hit by the fallout. On Tuesday, 
Japan’s Topix Banks share index fell 
by more than 7%, putting it on course 
for its worst day in more than three 
years. Shares of Mitsubishi UFJ Finan-
cial Group, the country’s largest lender 
by assets, were down by 8.1% in mid-
day Asian trading. On Monday, Spain’s 
Santander and Germany’s Commer-
zbank saw their share prices dive by 
more than 10% at one point.

LAHORE (Agencies): AAA Associ-
ates has been supporting the game 
of golf in Pakistan for quite a while 
now. The topline vertical real estate 
company has played an instrumental 
role in organizing golf tournaments 
in twin cities and this time the venue 
was chosen to be in Lahore. The event 
took place from 9th to 12th March and 
was a national-level golfing occasion. 
The opening ceremony of the tourna-
ment was presided over by Maj Gen 
Qaiser Saman GOC 10 Div, and Brig 
Bilal Sarfaraz President Lahore Gar-
rison Green. The chief guests were 
also present at the closing ceremony 
of the grand corporate golfing event.  
More than five hundred golfers from 
various clubs in several categories 
participated in the tournament, which 
included AAA Associates’ Lahore golf 
team as well. The team members in-
cluded Mr. Wajid Riaz, General Man-
ager of Sales, Mr. Umar Ijaz Branch 
Head Lahore, and Mr. Rana Rehan 
Sales Consultant. On this occasion, 
the participants from AAA Associates 
interacted with the players and guests 
to introduce the company’s projects.  
The closing ceremony on the last day 
was attended by a large number of 
renowned golfers, army officers, and 
their families.

China reopening borders to foreign tourists for first time since Covid erupted
BEIJING (Agencies): China is to re-
sume issuing visas to foreign tour-
ists for the first time since the Covid 
pandemic broke out three years 
ago. The major easing of restric-
tions comes after Beijing declared 
victory over the virus and retreated 
from a zero-Covid strategy that has 
hurt its economy From 15 March, 
foreign offices can process appli-
cations for Chinese visas. Visa-free 
entry will also resume in Hainan Is-
land and Shanghai for cruise ships. 
Tour groups from Hong Kong and 
Macau will also regain their visa-free 
privilege. In addition, valid visas 
issued before China closed to the 
world on 28 March 2020 will be hon-

oured again. The removal of the last 
cross-border restrictions imposed to 
tackle Covid marks a major step to-
wards the resumption of normal life 
in post-pandemic China. Tens of mil-
lions of international visitors came to 
China each year prior to the pandem-
ic, and its tourism industry has been 

hard hit by strict anti-Covid mea-
sures. But the country can expect a 
significant increase in international 
arrivals, after it reopens its borders, 
analysts say. Chinese citizens will 
also be allowed to travel on tour 
groups to 60 countries, up from 20 
previously. China said its gross do-
mestic product grew just 3% in 2022, 
the worst in nearly half a century. For 
the current year, Beijing has set a 5% 
target with new Premier Li Qiang 
saying that the world’s second larg-
est economy is stabilising and pick-
ing up again. The zero-Covid policy 
that was lifted in December sparked 
rare protests against China’s leader, 
Xi Jinping.

King Charles makes 
first appearance on 

special stamps

LONDON (Agencies): The first spe-
cial stamps bearing the head of King 
Charles are being released by the Royal 
Mail, with his silhouette appearing on 
a set showing popular garden flowers. 
These are likely to be the first stamps 
showing the King’s profile that will be 
widely seen by the public. This replac-
es a design showing the Queen’s head 
used continuously on commemorative 
stamps since 1968. Last month saw the 
final issue of a new set of stamps with 
the Queen’s head. David Gold, of Royal 
Mail, said using pictures of flowers for 
this landmark set of stamps reflected 
the fact that the King was a “passion-
ate gardener”. The Royal Mail had 
previously revealed the design for new 
regular first and second class stamps 
showing King Charles.

US court rules Uber and Lyft workers are contractors

NEW YORK (Agencies): A US court 
has ruled that “gig” economy giants 
including Uber and Lyft can continue 
treating their workers as independent 
contractors in the state of California. 
The California appeals court found 
that a labour measure, known as Prop-
osition 22, was largely constitutional. 
Labour groups and some workers had 
opposed the measure, saying it robbed 

them of rights like sick leave. The firms 
say the proposition protects other ben-
efits such as flexibility. The latest ruling 
overturns a decision made by a low-
er court in California in 2021, which 
found that Proposition 22 affected law-
makers’ powers to set standards at the 
workplace. The state of California and a 
group representing Uber, Lyft and oth-
er firms appealed against the decision. 
On Monday, a three-judge panel at the 
appeals court ruled that workers could 
be treated as independent contractors. 
However it removed a clause, which 
put restrictions on collective bargain-
ing by workers, from Proposition 22.  
Shares in Uber and Lyft were almost 
5% higher in after-hours trading.

Exclusive: India plans new security testing for 
smartphones, crackdown on pre-installed apps

NEW DELHI (Agencies): India plans 
to force smartphone makers to allow 
removal of pre-installed apps and man-
date screening of major operating sys-
tem updates under proposed new secu-
rity rules, according to two people and a 
government document seen by Reuters. 
The new rules, details of which have not 

been previously reported, could extend 
launch timelines in the world’s No.2 
smartphone market and lead to losses 
in business from pre-installed apps for 
players including Samsung (005930.
KS), Xiaomi (1810.HK), Vivo, and Ap-
ple (AAPL.O). India’s IT ministry is con-
sidering these new rules amid concerns 
about spying and abuse of user data, 
said a senior government official, one of 
the two people, declining to be named 
as the information is not yet public. 
“Pre-installed apps can be a weak se-
curity point and we want to ensure no 
foreign nations, including China, are 
exploiting it. It’s a matter of national se-
curity,” the official added.

Israeli teachers’ racist 
WhatsApp chat  

caught by pupils

Willow Project:  
US government  

approves Alaska oil  
and gas development

TEL AVIV (Agencies): Israel’s education 
minister has apologised to Ethiopian Is-
raeli schoolgirls whose teachers mocked 
them in a WhatsApp group on a school 
trip. The girls spotted the teachers mes-
saging each other in a chat group they 
created called Black School Trip. One of 
the girls filmed the chat over a teacher’s 
shoulder, then shared it on social media, 
calling the teachers “a disgrace”. The 
teachers involved were suspended and 
the incident is being investigated. There 
are about 150,000 citizens of Ethiopian 
origin in Israel, the first of whom arrived 
in sizeable numbers in a series of top se-
cret Mossad-led operations in the 1980s. 
The Ethiopian Jews’ integration in Israel 
has been challenging, with the commu-
nity suffering disproportionately high 
levels of unemployment and poverty as 
well as discrimination, although their 
situation has shown signs of improve-
ment in recent years.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): US Pres-
ident Joe Biden has approved a major 
oil and gas drilling project in Alaska 
that faced strong opposition from 
environmental activists. The compa-
ny behind the Willow project, Con-
ocoPhillips, says it will create local 
investment and thousands of jobs. 
But the $8bn (£6.6bn) proposal faced 
a torrent of online activism in recent 
weeks, particularly among youth ac-
tivists on TikTok. Opponents argued it 
should be halted over its climate and 
wildlife impacts. Located on Alaska’s 
remote North Slope, it is the largest oil 
development in the region for decades 
and could produce up to 180,000 bar-
rels of oil a day. According to US Bu-
reau of Land Management estimates, 
that means it will generate up to 278 
million metric tonnes of CO2e over 
its 30-year lifetime - the equivalent of 
adding two million cars to US roads 
every year.

Pope Francis marks 10th anniversary with 
Mass and podcast

VATICAN CITY (Agencies): Pope 
Francis marks 10 years as head of the 
Roman Catholic Church on Monday 
celebrating Mass with cardinals in the 
chapel of the Vatican’s Santa Marta 
hotel where he has lived since his elec-
tion. The Argentina-born Francis, 86, 
became the first Latin American pontiff 
on March 13, 2013, succeeding Bene-
dict XVI who had become the first pope 
in six centuries to resign. “It seems like 
yesterday,” he said in a podcast by Vati-
can News broadcast on Monday. “Time 
flies. When you gather up today, it is al-

ready tomorrow.” When it was record-
ed at his residence on Sunday, he asked: 
“What’s a podcast?” according to Vati-
can News reporter Salvatore Cernuzio. 
When it was explained to him, he said 
“Nice. Let’s do it”.

Las Vegas water agency to limit residential use

Only 13 countries and territories had 
‘healthy’ air quality in 2022

CARSON CITY (Agencies): Nevada 
lawmakers are considering a remark-
able shift in allowing the water agency 
that manages the Colorado River sup-
ply for Las Vegas to limit single-family 
residential use in the desert city and 
surrounding county. It’s another po-
tential step in a decades-long effort to 
ensure one of the driest metropolitan 
areas in the U.S. has enough water. Al-
ready, in Las Vegas ornamental lawns 
are banned, new swimming pools have 
a size limit and the water used inside 
homes is recycled. While some agen-
cies across the U.S. West tie increased 
water use to increased cost, Nevada 

could be the first to give a water agency 
— the Southern Nevada Water Author-
ity — the power to restrict what comes 
out of residents’ taps in state statute to 
about 30,000 gallons above the average 
use. It’s aimed mostly at the top 10% of 
water users that use 40% of the water 
in the residential sector, spokesperson 
Bronson Mack said. “It’s a worst case 
scenario plan,” said the bill’s sponsor, 
Democratic Assemblyman Howard 
Watts of Las Vegas, of the residential 
limit. “It makes sure that we prioritize 
the must-haves for a home. Your drink-
ing water, your basic health and safety 
needs.”

NEW YORK (Agencies): Only 13 of the 
world’s countries and territories had 
“healthy” air quality last year, according 
to a new report, as air pollution surged 
to alarming levels in 2022. The report by 
IQAir, a company that tracks air quality 
worldwide, found that average annual 
air pollution in roughly 90% of the coun-
tries and territories analyzed exceeded 
the World Health Organization’s air 
quality guidelines, which are designed 
to help governments craft regulations 
to protect public health. IQAir analyzed 
average air quality from 131 countries 

and territories, and found that just six 
countries — Australia, Estonia, Finland, 
Grenada, Iceland and New Zealand — 
and seven territories in the Pacific and 
Caribbean, including Guam and Puerto 
Rico, met the WHO air quality guide-
lines, which call for an average air pollu-
tion level of 5 micrograms per cubic me-
ter or less. Seven countries – Chad, Iraq, 
Pakistan, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Burki-
na Faso, Kuwait and India – had poor 
air quality that far exceeded the WHO 
guidelines with average air pollution 
over 50 micrograms per cubic meter.


