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ISLAMABAD (Agencies / bulgarian-
military.com): Islamabad is discussing 
an option to send 44 T-80UD tanks to 
Ukraine. However, there are condi-
tions, according to sources. Someone 
will have to pay for these tanks, or as 
the Ukrainian media Defense Express 
writes, “the main condition is financial 
assistance from Western countries.” 
Ukraine and Pakistan have good re-
lations in the field of military produc-
tion. Since the beginning of the war, 
Islamabad has been sending human-
itarian aid and military supplies to 
Kyiv. However, official Islamabad re-
jects claims that Pakistan has supplied 
weapons and ammunition to Ukraine.
Such claims have appeared recent-
ly. Then, according to various sourc-
es, 155mm shells, M4A2 projectile 
charges, M82 pods, and PDM deto-
nators were delivered to Ukraine. The 
delivery was made through a third 
party. Poland is said to be that country, 
although there is no evidence.
Now Pakistan clearly wants not only 
to cash in on a possible delivery but 
also to avoid the wrath of Russia. Such 
a transfer would legally “wash Islam-
abad’s hands” of the Kremlin by say-
ing that they are not responsible for 
the actions of third parties.
The tanks for which Pakistan intends 
to request financial compensation 
are actually Ukrainian production. 

It is based on the Soviet tank T-80, 
developed in 1987. “UD” in the des-
ignation of the Pakistani tank actual-
ly means “Ukrainian Diesel”. A 125 
mm smoothbore gun is the main ar-
mament of the tank. This allows the 
T-80UD to use different ammunition, 
which is basically a Russian standard. 
These include armor-piercing pro-
jectiles with a stabilized rejection fin 
[APFSDS], high-explosive anti-tank 
[HEAT] projectiles, and high-ex-
plosive fragmentation [HE-FRAG] 
rounds. The armor of the T-80UD is 
made of ceramic and steel materials. 
It was designed according to the stan-
dards of the 90s of the last century. 
I.e. the armor was supposed to pro-

vide protection from then-standard 
anti-tank missile systems, including 
armor-piercing projectiles. A 6-cyl-
inder Ukrainian diesel engine pow-
ers the tank. It delivers at least 1,000 
horsepower. A full tank of fuel will 
give the tank an operational range of 
560 km. The maximum speed of the 
tank is 60 km/h. Pakistani T-80UD 
tanks were delivered to Islamabad in 
the late 1990s. Pakistan currently has 
320 units of this tank in its inventory. 
The tank is led by 3rd generation, like 
most of the tanks currently in service 
around the world. According to open 
sources, all 320 tanks are operational-
ly ready and in service with the Paki-
stan Army.

Pakistan considering selling its T-80UD tanks to Ukraine Saudi Arabia blocks Israeli FM’s trip to kingdom 
for UN conference: Report

Pakistan petrol prices up by Rs.5 per liter

Last-gasp strikes seek to prevent French 
pension reform

UK finance minister unveils new free 
childcare policy

NEW YORK (APP): Saudi Arabia has 
effectively obstructed a plan to allow 
Israeli Foreign Minister Eli Cohen to at-
tend a UN conference in the kingdom, 
after Riyadh would not “seriously dis-
cuss” Cohen’s security details, accord-
ing to a report by AXIOS, a US-based 
news website, which cited three Israeli 
officials. Cohen was set to attend a UN 
World Tourism Organization confer-
ence in the kingdom this week, a trip 
that would have marked the first pub-
lic visit by an Israeli minister to Saudi 
Arabia. However, when it was time to 
arrange his security details, it “became 
clear that the Saudis weren’t going to 
have a serious discussion,” and Cohen 
was forced to cancel his trip, the report 
said. Cohen was scheduled to attend 
the event of “Best Tourism Villages” by 
the United Nations World Tourism Or-
ganization (UNWTO) this week, after 
the UN body included the name of the 
Circassian village of Kfar Kama in the 
northern part of the occupied territo-
ries on an exclusive list of tourist des-
tinations. The two-day event is taking 
place in the northwestern Saudi city of 

al-‘Ula, which Riyadh is promoting as 
a tourism hub. According to Axios, Is-
rael lobbied the UNWTO and US Pres-
ident Joe Biden to press the Saudis to 
allow Cohen to attend the UN event. 
“Eventually the Saudis found a way 
to say ‘yes’ to the UN as they had to, 
but at the same time create conditions 
that won’t allow the visit to happen,” a 
senior Israeli official told Axios. Saudi 
Arabia has also refused to issue entry 
visas to the Israeli delegation consist-
ing of Kfar Kama’s residents that had 
been invited to partake in the event. 
The move was regarded as a sign that 
Israel’s hopes of warming relations 
with Saudi Arabia may be premature. 
After seven years, Iran and Saudi Ara-
bia clinched a deal to restore diplomat-
ic relations and re-open embassies, a 
breakthrough mediated by China.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Owing to in-
crease in Platts Singapore and depre-
ciation of Pak Rupee, the government 
on Wednesday increased prices of pet-
rol by Rs.5 per liter with effective from 
March 15, 2023. “In the last fortnight, 
Platts Singapore prices registered an 
increase. This along with a deprecia-
tion of Pak Rupee has resulted in an 
increase of POL products in Pakistan,” 
said a press statement issued by the fi-
nance ministry. According to the press 
statement, petrol would be available at 
Rs 272 per liter against its existing sale 
at Rs 267 per liter. Likewise, the gov-
ernment enhanced High Speed Diesel 
(HSD) prices by Rs13, from Rs280 per 

liter to Rs293 per liter. The prices of 
kerosene (SKO) have been increased 
by Rs2.56, from Rs187.73 per liter to 
Rs190.29 per liter. However, the prices 
of light diesel oil have been kept un-
changed at Rs.184.68 per liter by ad-
justing government dues as well.

PARIS (Agencies): France faces an-
other day of strikes on Wednesday 
over highly contested pension reforms 
which President Emmanuel Macron 
appears on the verge of pushing 
through despite months of protests. As 
the legislation enters the final stretch 
in parliament, trade unions are set 
to make another attempt to pressure 
the government and lawmakers into 
rejecting the proposed hike in the re-
tirement age to 64. The last day of pro-
tests on Saturday saw a far lower turn-
out than in the previous rounds, while 

strikes from railway, refinery and pub-
lic sector workers last week did not 
paralyse the country in the way that 
unions had hoped. The most visible 
impact of the standoff so far has been 
the accumulation of rubbish in the 
streets of Paris, where garbage collec-
tors and street cleaners have stopped 
work. “We won’t have the same level 
of disturbances of public transport as 
during previous protest days,” Trans-
port Minister Clement Beaune said on 
Tuesday. The main suspense is wheth-
er Macron’s minority government can 
muster the required number of votes 
in the lower parliament, where it will 
need the support of the opposition Re-
publicans party (LR) in order to pass 
the legislation. A joint vote from the 
lower National Assembly and the Sen-
ate could come as early as Thursday.

London (AFP/APP): UK finance min-
ister Jeremy Hunt on Wednesday 
announced that most working par-
ents in England will be offered 30 
hours of free childcare for their un-
der-fives, to ease cost-of-living pres-
sures on families. The policy, part of 
the government’s tax and spending 
plans unveiled in the budget, will 
eventually apply for 38 weeks of 
the year, from when a child is nine-
months-old until they start school 
aged around five. It comes along-
side a host of childcare measures 
aimed at encouraging more women 
back into the workplace -- or to re-
main working -- after having chil-
dren, while better funding the sector. 
Childcare costs in the UK are among 

the highest in the 38-nation OECD, 
accounting for nearly a third of a 
family’s income compared to just 
nine percent in France. “We have 
one of the most expensive systems in 
the world,” Hunt told parliament as 
he delivered his budget. “For many 
women, a career break becomes a 
career end,” he added, noting that al-
most half of the non-working moth-
ers said they would prefer to work 
if they could arrange suitable child-
care. The 30-hour provision for those 
working at least 16 hours a week will 
be introduced in stages -- from next 
April to September 2025 -- and brings 
England into line with Scotland and 
Wales, where childcare policy is set 
by devolved governments.

Russian jet causes American drone to crash 
over Black Sea: US

Alarm as Israeli authorities use ‘Judea and  
Samaria governorate’ to refer to West Bank

World Bank sets conditions for Lebanon  
to access electricity funding

PARIS (AFP/APP): A Russian fight-
er jet on Tuesday dumped fuel on an 
American drone over the Black Sea 
and then collided with it, causing the 
drone to crash, the US military said, 
slamming the manoeuvre as “reck-
less”. US European Command said 
two Russian Su-27 fighters intercept-
ed the unmanned MQ-9 Reaper over 
international waters and one clipped 
its propeller. “Several times before 
the collision, the Su-27s dumped fuel 
on and flew in front of the MQ-9 in a 
reckless, environmentally unsound 
and unprofessional manner,” it said. 
Moscow denied causing the crash of 
the drone, which the Pentagon said 
was on a routine ISR (intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance) mission. 
“As a result of a sharp manoeuvre... 
the MQ-9 unmanned aerial vehicle en-
tered an uncontrolled flight with loss 

of altitude and collided with the sur-
face of the water,” the Russian Defense 
Ministry said, adding that the two Rus-
sian jets had no contact with the US 
aircraft and did not use their weapons. 
The US State Department said it had 
summoned Russia’s ambassador to 
protest. White House national security 
spokesman John Kirby later said, “ob-
viously, we refute the Russians’ deni-
al” and added that the United States is 
trying to prevent the fallen drone from 
getting into the wrong hands.

RAMALLAH (Agencies): Israeli au-
thorities’ use of the term “Judea and 
Samaria governorate” in official docu-
ments to describe the West Bank has 
raised Palestinian concerns of a ploy to 
“silently” annex settlements in the area. 
Ismat Mansour, a Palestinian expert 
on Israeli affairs, told Arab News that 
Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich is implementing plans to annex 
the West Bank, bypassing bureaucratic, 
administrative and political obstacles, 
and ignoring external pressures as he 
seeks to subject the area to Israeli law. 
Mansour said that annexing the West 

Bank to Israel might not affect the lives 
of 3 million Palestinians, but would cer-
tainly affect the Palestinian Authority 
politically and legally. With the PA call-
ing for a two-state solution, annexation 
will make the West Bank non-negotia-
ble and subject to Israeli law, he said. 
More than 650,000 Israeli settlers live 
in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, 
while Area C constitutes about 60 per-
cent of the West Bank. Sources say that 
Israeli military authorities have used 
“Judea and Samaria Brigade,” a mili-
tary term for the West Bank, for the the 
past 55 years.

BEIRUT (Agencies): Lebanon has 
to audit its state electricity company 
among other reforms the World Bank 
has required before it will consider 
funding Lebanon’s worn-down elec-
tricity sector, the Bank’s regional Vice- 
President, Ferid Belhaj, said on Tues-
day, Reuters reports. Public provision 
of electricity in Lebanon has been poor 
since the country’s 1975-90 civil war, 
but has deteriorated further over the 
last three years as the financial crisis 

has debilitated the government’s abil-
ity to secure fuel. Lebanon has been 
hoping to access World Bank funding 
but Belhaj told the country’s caretaker 
Premier, Najib Mikati, that Lebanon 
still needs to audit Electricity du Liban 
(EDL), activate its newly announced 
regulatory authority and recover pro-
vision costs through collection, accord-
ing to a statement by Mikati’s office, 
which did not have comment from the 
Prime Minister.

Iran announces work 
to resume flights to 

Saudi Arabia

SVB caretaker urges  
depositors to come back

TEHRAN (Agencies): The Iranian Civil 
Aviation Organisation announced yes-
terday that work is underway to resume 
flights with Saudi Arabia, following an 
agreement concluded between Tehran 
and Riyadh on Friday to restore bilat-
eral ties. This came in statements made 
by the spokesperson of the Iranian Civil 
Aviation Organisation (CAO), Jafar Ya-
zerlou. Yazerlou said after reviewing 
resuming flights with Saudi Arabia, the 
necessary and official permits for these 
flights will be issued, and flights will be 
established between the two countries.
Iran and Saudi Arabia announced last 
Friday that they will resume diplomat-
ic relations in two months. The agree-
ment followed negotiations hosted by 
China. Relations between Riyadh and 
Tehran were severed in 2016 when 
Iranian protesters attacked the Saudi 
diplomatic missions in Iran after the 
kingdom executed an opposition Shia 
cleric. Other Gulf states, including Bah-
rain, the UAE and Kuwait, subsequent-
ly cut ties with Iran in a show of solidar-
ity with Saudi Arabia.

NEW YORK (AFP/APP): The head of 
Silicon Valley Bridge Bank, created by 
US regulators to succeed Silicon Val-
ley Bank after it collapsed, on Tuesday 
urged fleeing depositors to return with 
their money, as large banks see an in-
flux of funds. Silicon Valley Bank -- a 
key lender to startups across the United 
States since the 1980s -- collapsed after 
a sudden run on deposits, prompting 
regulators to seize control Friday. “The 
number one thing you can do to sup-
port the future of this institution is to 
help us rebuild our deposit base,” chief 
executive Tim Mayopoulos said in a 
statement, “both by leaving deposits 
with Silicon Valley Bridge Bank and 
transferring back deposits that left over 
the last several days.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Economic Zones Develop-
ment and Management Company 
(KP-EZDMC) and MoU signing cer-
emony was held between KPEZDMC 
and USAID’s Economic Recovery and 
Development Activity (USAID-ER-
DA) signed a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) the other day, 
said a press release issued here on 
Wednesday. The aim of the MOU was 
to formalize the collaborative efforts 
by identifying areas of common inter-
est for joint and synergistic efforts to 
ramp up the development and oper-
ations of industrial estates/economic 

zones in the NMDs, particularly by 
engaging the private sector under 
Public-Private Partnership (PPP). 
KP-EZDMC was represented by its 
CEO Javed Iqbal Khattak while Chief 
of Party Mr. Shah Muhammad led the 
USAID-ERDA Team. The MoU calls 
for the parties to work together on a 
pre-feasibility study for the Develop-
ment, Operation & Maintenance of 
the Mohmand Economic Zone under 
the PPP model. The study aims to ex-
plore the potential opportunities and 
challenges of the project and pave the 
way for successful PPP partnership. 
Both parties believe that the partner-

ship will bring together their exper-
tise and resources to ensure the proj-
ect’s success. The PPP modality will 
enable the Government to leverage 
private sector resources and exper-
tise to deliver high-quality infrastruc-
ture and services to the public. The 
Mohmand Economic Zone Project 
is set to stimulate economic growth 
and increase job opportunities in the 
Newly Merged Districts and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa province. The initiative 
is expected to attract both local and 
foreign investors, promote invest-
ment in the area, and enhance the 
region’s competitiveness.

PESHAWAR (APP): Mayor Peshawar, 
Haji Zubair Ali has said that for the 
uplift of Peshawar, all the public repre-
sentatives have to join hands and work 
together irrespective of their political 
affiliation. He said people voted their 
representatives for bringing develop-
ment to the area and not for doing poli-
tics adding if we remain indulge in poli-
tics then our four years tenure will pass 
in vain and we would not be able to face 
our people. Talking to the elected local 

bodies’ representatives of Pakistan 
Tehreek e Insaf here on Wednesday, 
the Mayor further said that we have to 
serve our people without any discrim-
ination or favor. The delegation of PTI 
local bodies’ representatives including 
Chairman Atta Ullah and Imran Khan 
Salarzai, vice president PTI Peshawar 
Muslim Taj and others apprised the 
Mayor about issues confronted by their 
areas including shortage of wheat flour, 
law and order, cleanliness and others. 

The Mayor assured them that their is-
sues would be resolved on a priority 
basis and every possible attempt would 
be made to address the same. He said 
he considered no one as opposition and 
all were his fellows adding collective ef-
forts would be made for the wellbeing 
of the people of Peshawar district. The 
Mayor told the delegation that for the 
uplift of Peshawar, he would take along 
all the public representatives adding 
the doors of his office were open for all. 

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Highway Authority (KPHA) 

has got relief in an appeal filed against 
deduction of its fund to the tune of 
Rs. 1,247,000,000 (One Billion Two 
Hundred Forty Seven Million) by In-
land Revenue Regional Tax Office 
(RTO) Peshawar. The case was filed 
with Appellate Tribunal Inland Rev-
enue (Islamabad) which directed 
Chief Commissioner Inland Revenue 
(RTO) Peshawar for refunding of the 
said amount to PKHA within 15 days, 
says a press statement issued here on 
Wednesday by KPHA. The decision 
has been taken by a division bench 
of Appellate Tribunal Inland Reve-
nue in exercise of powers conferred 
under Section 132(6) of the Income 
Tax Ordinance 2001, adds the press 
statement.  In case of non-compliance 

of tribunal order regarding refund of 
amount within 15 days, the law shall 
take its course, reads the order. In the 
order, the Revenue department was 
also instructed to gain public trust and 
confidence by acting judiciously and 
acknowledge the fact that taxpayers 
deserve respect for their contribution 
to the national development.  Mean-
while, Managing Director PKHA 
thanked Appellate Tribunal for pro-
viding relief to the department by issu-
ing direction to the revenue authorities 
for refunding of the deducted amount.  
Deduction of such a huge amount un-
lawfully by RTO has literally resulted 
in financial collapse of the province’s 
one and the only Highways Develop-
ment Organization, he added.

EZDMC, USAID sign MoU for collaboration in industrial sector

Public representatives have to join hands for uplift of Peshawar: Mayor

PKHA gets relief in appeal against deduction of Rs. 1.247 billion

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 283.5 286.5

China Yuan 39.64 40.04

Japanese Yen 2.06 2.11

Saudi Riyal 75 75.8

U.A.E Dirham 77 77.8

UK Pound 340 343.5

Euro 301 304

Australian Dollar 186 188.4

Canadian Dollar 204 206.2

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
201,500

Rs 
184,707

Rs 
176,312

Rs 
151,125

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
172,754

Rs 
158,357

Rs 
151,160

Rs 
129,565

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 17,275 Rs 15,836 Rs 15,116 Rs 12,957

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
489,750

Rs 
448,935

Rs 
428,531

Rs 
367,313

3.1 magnitude tremors felt in Balakot

Cloudy weather with scattered rain,  
winds predicted for most KP

Man dies, two injured in road mishap

Four dead in Buner as rescue attempt goes wrong

VC University of Peshawar meets with 
winning team of

Enterprise Challenge Pakistan 22-23
FBR seizes 20cartons of illegal cigarettes

PESHAWAR (APP): A mild earth-
quake measuring 3.1 on the Interna-
tional Richter Scale was felt in Bala-
kot city of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa on 
Wednesday morning. According to 
the Met Office, the tremors were felt 

at around 07:15 a.m. The epicentre 
of the earthquake was a distance of 
59 kilometres in the Northeast area 
of Balakot at a depth of 28 kilome-
tres. No loss of life or property was 
reported in the earthquake.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Regional 
Meteorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday forecast partly cloudy to 
cloudy weather for most districts of 
the province. However, it said scat-
tered rain-thunderstorm with gusty 
winds is likely to occur over Swat, 
Chitral, Lower and Upper Dir, Shan-
gla, Buner, Malakand, Kohistan, 
Battagram, Torghar, Mansehra, Ab-
bottabad, Haripur, Mohmand, Ba-
jaur, Swabi, Mardan, Nowshera, 
Charsadda, Peshawar, Khyber, Ko-
hat, Hangu, Kurram and Abbottabad 
districts. It further said that isolated 
rain-thunderstorm with gusty winds is 
also likely to occur over Bannu, Lakki 

Marwat, Karak, Orakzai, DI Khan and 
North and South Waziristan districts. 
During the last 24 hours, dry weather 
occurred in most districts of the prov-
ince. The maximum and minimum 
temperatures recorded in centigrade 
at different stations of the Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City 
32/15, Chitral 24/05, Timergara 30/11, 
Dir 26/06, Mirkhani 25/06, Kalam 19/-
01, Drosh 24/10, Saidu Sharif 28/09, 
Pattan 31/13, Malam Jabba 15/06, 
Takht Bhai 31/14, Kakul 25/08, Bal-
akot 29/10, Parachinar 21/06, Bannu 
32/11, Cherat 35/19, D.I. Khan 30/13. 
The lowest temperature recorded in 
the province was -01 �C in Kalam.

PESHAWAR (APP): A man died and 
two others were injured in a road 
mishap in the Nowshera district on 
Wednesday, police said. The fatal 
road accident occurred on Aman-
kot-Mohib Banda road at Pabbi 
Nowshera tehsil where a motorcy-
cle and rickshaw collided head-on. 

Resultantly, motorcyclist Khursheed 
Khan died on the spot while two oth-
ers sustained injuries. The injured 
were shifted to Pabbi hospital for 
treatment. Police said the incident 
occurred due to overspeeding. Police 
have registered a case and started in-
vestigation.

PESHAWAR (APP): In a tragic inci-
dent in Chenglai village of Khadukhel, 
Buner tehsil, four people lost their 
lives while attempting to save two 
teenagers who had fallen into a gut-
ter while cleaning. Police said the in-
cident occurred on Wednesday night 
when 16-year-old Muhammad, son 
of Ghulam Akbar, fainted and fell 
into the gutter. His brother Hamid at-

tempted to save him, but both of them 
drowned. When the family members 
screamed for help, two neighbors, 
Jangriz Khan and Reesan, jumped 
into the gutter to rescue the two teen-
agers. However, they also lost their 
lives in the process. The entire area is 
mourning the loss of these four brave 
individuals who lost their lives while 
trying to save others.

PESHAWAR (Staff Report): Vice 
Chancellor, University of Pesha-
war had a meet-up today with 
all girls winning team of Enter-
prise Challenge Pakistan 22-23 
from University Model School. 
Enterprise Challenge Pakistan is 
an initiative by Prince’s Trust In-
ternational and SEED ventures. 
The team has been awarded 1500 
pounds to kickstart their business 

Sahulat which is a ride hailing ser-
vice for women and by women. 
The Vice Chancellor congratulat-
ed the team on bringing trophy and 
pride home. The Regional Coordina-
tor KP of Enterprise Challenge Paki-
stan Ms Fouzia shared that this Sa-
hulat will not only provide women a 
safe and secure travel experience but 
will also create jobs for women and 
encourage women empowerment.

PESHAWAR (APP): Directorate of 
Intelligence & Investigation (In-
land Revenue) during a crackdown 
against fake and illegal cigarettes 
has recovered 20 cartons of Golden 
Flake (2,000 cigarette sticks) during 
a raid at bus stands in Mardan. After 
the introduction of Track and Trace 
System by the Directorate of Intelli-
gence & Investigation, the Director 
(Intelligence & Investigation) Pesha-

war, Mohammad Nawaz has tight-
ened monitoring on the directives of 
the Director General (DP) (I&I) to 
eradicate the business of illegal cig-
arettes and mitigate loss inflicted to 
the public exchequer, said a press re-
lease issued here on Wednesday. The 
payment of duties of Rs.1220,000/- 
was outstanding against these ciga-
rettes in head of Sales Tax and Fed-
eral Excise Duty (FED) against them.

KITE Project, Nestle Pakistan arranges workshop on 
‘Solid Waste Management, Sustainable Tourism’

PESHAWAR (Agencies): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Integrated Tourism Develop-
ment (KITE) Project and Nestlé Pakistan 
organized a one-day capacity-building 
workshop on solid waste management 
and sustainable tourism under the travel 
responsibility to experience eco- tour-
ism in KP (TREK) program. (TREK) is 
a collaboration of the KP government’s 
KITE Project, World Bank & Nestlé Pa-
kistan to promote responsible tourism 
for a waste-free future. Representatives 
of Hotels, restaurant associations, hotel 
staff, tour operators, academia, students 
and public sector tourism managers 
participated in the workshop. Project 
Director KITE Touseef Khalid, Repre-

sentatives of the World Bank, Nestle Pa-
kistan and officials of the Department 
of Tourism Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
KITE Project attended the workshop. 
The workshop was aimed at creating 
awareness about solid waste manage-
ment practices and recycling initiatives 
undertaken by TREK. The workshop 
vowed at adopting actions to reduce 
plastic and other waste and shift to re-
cycling processes. Addressing the work-
shop Touseef Khalid said that “TREK 
is an initiative under Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Integrated Tourism Develop-
ment (KITE) project being implemented 
in partnership with World Bank Group 
and Nestlé Pakistan since 2020.
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The resumption of diplomatic ties between Iran and KSA is still making waves 
across the world as it is not something that anyone saw coming. The develop-
ment also defies the traditional notions of international relations and is some-
thing that will be studied and analysed for years to come. From the perspective 
of Islamabad and other countries in the greater region, this is very encouraging 
as it could lead to greater peace and stability and open up new opportunities in 
the region. With the help of an agreement brokered by the Chinese authorities, 
the two countries decided to restore ties and open diplomatic missions. This 
was announced in a trilateral statement which mentioned the reopening of em-
bassies within two months along with renewal of bilateral cooperation in other 
fields. There is no denying that this China-mediated deal augurs well for peace, 
stability and economic development in the Middle East. The impact will be felt 
in other adjoining regions as well, because countries were forced to choose 
camps which restricted their options of development and economic coopera-
tion with either country. This will hopefully no more be the case as it will not 
be viewed as a zero-sum equation. For Islamabad too, this is a positive develop-
ment which will open up avenues for trade and business in the region. Positive 
ripple effects should also be expected which would result in the normalisation 
of ties between Iran and other countries around the world. This shows that 
win-win outcomes are possible and that breakthroughs can be achieved using 
diplomatic channels. This should also perhaps serve as a template or precedent 
for how conflicts can be resolved at a time when the international order is strug-
gling to say the least.

Iran-KSA Relations

The leaders of the US, Britain and 
Australia celebrated the unveiling of 
the AUKUS nuclear submarine plans 
with great fanfare at the Naval Base 
in San Diego, California, on Monday. 
It was a public humiliation to France, 
which was cheated by them, and a 
cover-up and deceit to the Austra-
lian people, and a kind of bravado to 
neighboring countries. It was also a 
blow to the already fragile interna-
tional nuclear non-proliferation mech-
anism, and obviously a dangerous 
move for the entire international com-
munity. According to the agreement, 
Australia will purchase up to five US 
nuclear-powered submarines in the 
next few years, which means that Aus-
tralia will become the seventh country 
in the world to have nuclear subma-
rines. The peace and stability of the 
Indian Ocean and Pacific region will 
expectedly bear the impact, pressure 
and risks brought about by this agree-
ment for a long time. Some American 
media even called it a “milestone.” 
This obvious misnomer has produced 
ironic effects, but the agreement may 
indeed become a boundary stone for 
the US, Britain and Australia to drag 
the Asia-Pacific region into a “new 
cold war.” It is what everyone is wor-
ried about. In order to obtain the US’ 
nuclear-powered submarines, Aus-
tralia may have to spend nearly $250 
billion. Does Australia have too many 
mines and is too wealthy? Australia 
indeed has mines, but life in Australia 
is not rich for most, and the current 
economic situation is very bad, with 
a huge structural budget deficit. $250 
billion is roughly equivalent to about 
two years of public healthcare expen-
diture of Australia. In order to pay for 
this huge sum of money, Australia is 

bound to squeeze social welfare. In 
other words, the 25 million Austra-
lians will eventually have to pay the 
bill through a certain degree of frugal-
ity. Another question, is Australia in 
danger without US’ nuclear-powered 
submarines? Can’t it survive? Obvi-
ously not. Not only does Australia not 
need them, but it will definitely put it-
self at risk by buying them. Australia, 
which is isolated in South Pacific and 
far away from other hotspots in the re-
gion, has a relatively unique geograph-
ic advantage. No country will attack or 
even invade Australia for no reason. 
Australia has had the conditions to 
spend its main resources and energy 
on improving people’s livelihood. Aus-
tralia’s inexplicable sense of insecuri-
ty when facing China is basically the 
result of being spiritually controlled 
for many years by the US. Australia 
thinks that it is the “deputy sheriff” of 
the Asia-Pacific region under Wash-
ington, but not to mention that it has 
no salary, even its police uniforms and 
firearms have to be bought from the 
US at a high price. The AUKUS agree-
ment is actually a big trick of the US 
on Australia. It is equivalent to asking 
Australia to build a nuclear submarine 
base to produce its own submarines, 
but more importantly, to maintain and 
ensure the nuclear submarines of the 
US and Britain, and hand them over 
to be commanded by the US Navy, 
moreover, the hundreds of billions of 
dollars need to be paid by Australia 
itself. The follow-up nuclear subma-
rine equipment, maintenance, related 
personnel training are an even bigger 
bottomless hole. Australia is at best a 
cat’s paw which helps the US to get 
chestnuts from the fire, and it can be 
regarded as one of the most represen-

tative chump in the history of interna-
tional relations. In the English context, 
“white elephant” usually refers to a 
useless but expensive and eccentric 
object. It could have been better if the 
nuclear submarines of the US were 
just white elephants, but they are 
also a big ill omen. Canberra bought 
them back with a huge sum of money 
and will turn Australia into a haunted 
house, bringing risk to the whole re-
gion and making the years of efforts 
of South Pacific Countries in building 
a South Pacific Nuclear Free Zone, 
which is protected by formal treaty, 
face the most serious impact. Not only 
China firmly opposes it, but Southeast 
Asian countries such as Indonesia and 
Malaysia are also very dissatisfied. 
New Zealand directly denies Austra-
lia’s nuclear submarines’ access to its 
waters. Otherwise, the Australian De-
fense Minister and Foreign Minister 
would not have been running around 
recently, trying to dispel people’s con-
cerns about nuclear non-proliferation 
issues. On the same day as the three 
AUKUS countries gathered together, 
the Stockholm International Peace Re-
search Institute released a new report 
on global arms import and export. 
The report shows that the US share 
of global arms exports has increased 
from 33 percent to 40 percent, and 
imports to East Asia and certain states 
in other areas of high geopolitical ten-
sion rose sharply. All this is in Wash-
ington’s calculations. Just look at what 
America is exporting: weapons to kill, 
crises of all kinds (the fallout from the 
collapse of Silicon Valley Bank is still 
brewing), and the most destructive of 
all is geopolitical malice, which Ameri-
ca uses to spiritually control Australia.
Courtesy: Global Times

Last week, Saudi Arabia and Iran an-
nounced a landmark deal, brokered 
by China in Beijing, to formally restore 
diplomatic relations. The agreement 
saw the two sectarian arch rivals in the 
Middle East agree to put aside their dif-
ferences and to normalize ties. It was 
the first ever deal of its kind overseen by 
China, framing itself as a peacemaker, 
and showing that its commitment to 
have good relations with every country 
in the region is not just based on rheto-
ric but actual substance. Some have de-
scribed it as a sign of a “changing global 
order.” To put it mildly, it is bad news for 
the United States and deals a massive 
blow to the near-unlimited geopolitical 
sway Washington has long held over 
the region via its strategic relationships 
with countries such as Saudi Arabia. 
Additionally, it effectively ruins a US led 
campaign to pressurize and isolate Iran 
and hinders American efforts to shape 
regional politics in Israel’s favor via the 
Abraham Accords. It is no surprise that 
the Western media is calling the Chi-
nese-brokered deal a “challenge” to the 
international order, but what order is 
that? The ability of the US to dominate 
the Middle East? Perhaps brokering 
peace is a good thing. 
– US foreign policy in the Middle East
Since the decline of European colonial 
empires, the United States has been the 
sole military hegemon in the Middle 
East, using a network of partnerships 
from Israel to the Gulf States to sustain 
domination over the region and allow-
ing the US to exploit its energy resourc-
es. In order to maintain this position, 
the US has long needed adversaries in 
order to perpetuate an ongoing security 

dilemma and force reliance on it as a se-
curity guarantor, which is also beneficial 
to the US military industrial complex. 
These policies have accumulated de-
cades worth of wars, insurgencies and 
attempts at regime change. Detractors 
to the US agenda have included revolu-
tionary Arabist regimes, such as Sadd-
am Hussein’s Iraq and Bashar Assad’s 
Syria, terrorist groups such as Al-Qaeda 
and ISIS, and of course the post-1979 
Islamic Republic of Iran. It was after the 
US gave up on its botched attempt to 
topple Assad that policymakers in the 
Trump administration decided to focus 
on Tehran, tearing up US participation 
in the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) and imposing a crippling 
sanctions regime. In retaliation, Iran 
has waged a series of proxy conflicts 
against US partners in the region, most 
notably assisting the Houthis in Yemen 
against the Saudi-backed government, 
which has overseen the carpet-bombing 
of occupied regions.
– China’s policy in the Middle East
Unlike the United States, China’s policy 
in the Middle East is non-intervention-
ist, and assumes a neutral posture in 
regional conflicts, taking a position of 
respect for national sovereignty. How-
ever, this does not mean Beijing has 
no interests in the region. As it grows 
and develops domestically, its need for 
secure access to energy resources has 
increased, leading it on a diplomatic 
push to build good relations with ev-
ery country in the region, and this has 
only accelerated as the US has pushed 
to isolate China from the West. Despite 
the intra-regional power struggle, in the 
past two years, Beijing announced stra-

tegic partnerships with both Iran and 
the Gulf States.
– Multipolarity
Because China did not have the same 
military footprint or stakes in the Mid-
dle East as the US, many analysts were 
dismissive of Beijing’s ability to serious-
ly act as a diplomatic mediator in the 
region. They believed that its attempts 
to build good ties with everyone were 
spread too thin. However, the Sau-
di-Iran deal shows this assumption was 
wrong. But how did it happen? First, it 
should be noted that the Gulf States are 
not “value” allies to the US in the way 
European countries are, and not “mor-
ally obligated” to follow the American 
cause. Rather, they are self-interested 
monarchies with very different ideolog-
ical and value systems (strict Wahhabi 
Islam) and have seen the US as a “pa-
tron” in guaranteeing their economic 
and security interests (oil for weapons). 
This is not a “marriage”, just business. It 
should be understood that the world has 
changed in ways which now lead these 
states to perceive that unparalleled 
US dominance, which is its unequivo-
cal foreign policy goal, is no longer in 
their best interests. They have found a 
new, bigger partner in Beijing who not 
only can buy more of their oil, but also 
doesn’t have a foreign policy doctrine 
premised on evangelizing its ideology 
or creating war throughout the region. 
As such, when the US delivered an ul-
timatum to the United Arab Emirates 
that they will block the export of F-35s 
if they don’t drop Huawei from their 5G 
networks, Abu Dhabi told Washington 
where to go.
Courtesy: RT
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Nuclear submarines will turn Australia into a ‘haunted house’

 How the China-brokered Saudi-Iran deal will change the Middle East 
— By Timur Fomenko

EVEN if you violate the law, the state 
still provides you with some basic fun-
damental rights which every human 
being is entitled to have. A basic crite-
rion of juvenile justice is when a child 
commits a crime, he is not to be treated 
as an adult in any court. The people of 
Pakistan especially women and children 
are deprived of their basic fundamental 
rights bestowed on them by the law just 
because of the sole reason that they are 
unaware of those rights. Even after the 
Juvenile Justice System Act 2018 (JJSA 
2018) passed by the parliament, juvenile 
justice remains largely unimplemented 
in the country. Law enforcement agen-
cies keep on treating juveniles as adults 
and play a key role in the miscarriage of 
justice in society. Child Rights Interna-
tional Network (CRIN) ranks States ac-
cording to the extent to which their legal 
systems effectively guarantee children’s 
right to access justice. Pakistan is hav-
ing 119th position out of 197 countries 
which shows the despicable condition of 
our justice system. Juveniles are entitled 
to have special provisions in the eyes of 
law under section 82 and 83 Pakistan 
Penal Code (PPC). The state has an 
obligation to protect the life of children 
under Articles 25(3) and 35 of the con-
stitution of the Islamic Republic of Paki-
stan. United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) and the 
International Covenant on Civil and Po-
litical Rights (ICCPR) and their treaties 
have been endorsed by Pakistan, which 
includes juvenile rights but their imple-
mentation is not visible to the masses, 
keeping aside the fact that a common 
man is still unaware of the basic policies 
of these treaties. The goal of govern-
ment is to implement it to the highest 
level and make it dominant in society. 
The question arises that why there 
is a peak in juvenile delinquency in 
Pakistan. The answer lies in the fail-
ure of our justice system. It is our 
justice system that instigates young 
offenders to be habitual offenders. 
Under section 20 of JJSA 2018, the 
government should establish reha-
bilitation centres for juveniles. But 

the concept of rehabilitation centres 
doesn’t even exist in our justice sys-
tem. The juveniles are put into jails 
that too filled with adult convicts 
which has a long-lasting impact on 
the mindset of juveniles and turn 
them into a criminal for the rest of 
their life. They blame the State for 
not providing them with a chance to 
be a subservient citizen. “Juvenile 
crimes aren’t just committed. It’s 
something they sink into.” – Judge 
Sim Eunseok In developed coun-
tries, the cases against minors are 
not kept in the record as it will af-
fect his/her future and eliminate the 
chance to be an innocent person. 
Keeping this thing aside, in Paki-
stan juveniles are not even treated 
as juveniles in the courts, what to 
talk of keeping their files archived. 
According to section 4 of JJSO 2018, 
Prime Minister shall establish the 
juvenile courts and the trails of ju-
venile offenders shall be continued 
in those courts. But here the case is 
totally different. The juveniles are 
not responsible for the crimes they 
commit, instead, the justice system 
of our country is mainly responsi-
ble for it. The most important and 
most ignored right of juveniles is 
the right of legal assistance to juve-
niles. According to Section 3 of the 
JJSO 2018, the legal assistance shall 
be provided to a juvenile offender at 
the expense of the State and with-
in 24 hours of taking a juvenile into 
custody, he/she shall be informed by 
a legal practitioner about his legal 
rights. Pakistan should take specific 
measures regarding the safe future 
of the juveniles and establish more 
rehabilitation centres to help juve-
nile offenders become civilized citi-
zens in their coming life. In this way, 
the crime rate in the country is like-
ly decrease by a considerable level 
and the State officials could focus 
on other things which are required 
to keep Pakistan progressing.

Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Is Pakistan providing justice to juveniles?
— By Ghaneem Irfan Warriach

Failure and success
Everybody fails sometimes, but 
failure can make you stron ger. It is 
often said that failure is the key to 
success. We should not lose heart if 
we fail to achieve our objectives, as 
failure can make a person patient 
and serious in life. Moreover, fail-
ure teaches us many things, reveal-
ing the weaknesses that we need 
to overcome. It informs us of the 
problems in our work, guides and 
inspires us to change our approach, 
and sets us on the right path toward 
suc cess. For instance, consider the 
example of Thomas Edison, the in-

ventor of the first incandescent light 
bulb. Edison tested 3000 de signs for 
the light bulb over a peri od of more 
than two years before arriving at 
the optimum design. He spent years 
learning from what did not work, 
perfecting his de sign. He had given 
up after 2999 attempts, but he be-
came success ful in his goal. If you 
fail, never give up, because failure 
means the first attempt at learning. 
Ultimately, success lies in strik ing 
a perfect balance of knowing our-
selves, constantly improving, and 
believing in our abilities. Fail ures 
are the pillars of success, as they 

teach us the best lessons in life. We 
learn that life offers both failures 
and successes. There is no harm in 
making mistakes, but not learning 
from them certainly is. Even if one 
has failed several times, there is no 
harm in giving it another try. Failure 
is inevitable in life, but it gives us the 
chance to learn from our mistakes 
and helps us to enjoy success. Cre-
ate new ideas and don’t be afraid to 
explore them because the world has 
so many opportunities, and the sky 
is the only limit.
– Ali Gul Abdul Aziz Napar
– Sindh
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ISLAMABAD (APP): It is crucial 
to recognize and address the gen-
der-based barriers that limit wom-
en’s access to resources and technol-
ogy in agriculture. The theme of this 
year’s International Women’s Day, 
“DigitALL: Innovation and technol-
ogy for gender equality,” highlight-
ed the potential of technology and 
innovation to level the playing field 
and break down these barriers. As 
climate change continues to affect 
agriculture and smallholder women 
farmers, access to digital technolo-
gies can help improve their ability 
to adapt to these changes and build 

more resilient farming systems. 
Florence Rolle, FAO Representative 
in Pakistan, emphasized the crucial 
role of access to digital technologies 
and tools for women and girls in ag-
riculture during a panel discussion 
organized in Islamabad by the Inter-
national Water Management Insti-
tute in connection with Internation-

al Women’s Day 2023 (IWD 2023). 
to discuss how digital technology 
can accelerate progress towards 
gender equality. FAO, through its 
project interventions, has conduct-
ed several trainings on digital liter-
acy and provided tablets (notepads) 
to men and women farmers in Ba-
lochistan. This enables them to stay 
better informed about markets to 
sell their produce, prevailing mar-
ket prices, and quantity demanded 
in the market, empowering them 
to make informed decisions to sell 
their produce at the right price and 
at the right time.

United Nations secretary-general message on 
the International Day to combat Islamophobia

Chairman Senate Inaugurates Photo Exhibition

Govt resolving the issues of LCs and fixing the 
price of paracetamol drug

Commander Bahrain National Guard
Calls On Air Chief

ALP training for feeder schools of  
Battagram,Troghar on Mar 16

Army Chief visits forward posts at Pak-Afghan 
Border in South Waziristan

Pakistan has great potential to enhance  
exports to Africa – ICCI

Livestock deptt distributes fodder seeds among 
cattle farmers

Snow-clad Himalaya causing continual decline 
of water level in Mangla dam

ISLAMABAD (Staff Report): On this 
International Day to Combat Islam-
ophobia, we focus attention – and call 
for action – to stamp out the poison 
of anti-Muslim hatred. The world’s 
nearly 2 billion Muslims reflect hu-
manity in all its magnificent diversity. 
But they often face bigotry and prej-
udice for no other reason than their 
faith. Beyond structural, institution-
al discrimination and the wholesale 
stigmatization of Muslim communi-
ties, Muslims suffer personal attacks, 
hateful rhetoric, and scapegoating. 
We see some of the worst impacts in 
the triple discrimination against Mus-

lim women because of their gender, 
ethnicity, and faith. The growing hate 
that Muslims face is not an isolated 
development: it is part of the resur-
gence of ethno-nationalism, neo-Na-
zi white supremacist ideologies, and 
violence targeting vulnerable popula-
tions including Muslims, Jews, some 
minority Christian communities and 
others. Discrimination diminishes us 
all. And it is incumbent on all of us to 
stand up against it. We must strength-
en our defenses by pushing for poli-
cies that fully respect human rights 
and protect religious and cultural 
identities.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman Sen-
ate Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani in-
augurated a photo exhibition com-
memorating the Golden Jubilee of the 
Senate which beautifully showcases 
the rich history of the Upper House 
of the Parliament. In addition to the 
exhibition, Chairman Senate Sanjra-
ni also unveiled the Senate Golden 
Jubilee Theme Song, which is a tes-
tament to the Senate’s contribution to 
the democratic process in Pakistan. 
To further mark this special occa-
sion, Chairman Senate Sanjrani an-
nounced the issuance of a commem-
orative coin and postal stamp. These 
will serve as lasting reminders of the 
Senate’s 50-year journey and its im-
portant role in the country’s political 
landscape. Lastly, Chairman Senate 
Sanjrani planted a sapling in the yard 
of the Parliament House Building. 
This act represents the Senate’s com-
mitment to nurturing and growing 
democracy in Pakistan. Chairman 

Senate while talking to media per-
sonnel remarked that today marks a 
significant milestone in the history of 
our nation. The Upper House of the 
Parliament has successfully complet-
ed 50 years of its remarkable journey. 
During this span of five decades, the 
Senate of Pakistan has emerged as a 
compelling forum, representing not 
only all the provinces of the country 
but also the underdeveloped regions.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minis-
ter for Finance and Revenue Sena-
tor Mohammad Ishaq Dar chaired a 
meeting of the Committee constitut-
ed by the Prime Minister on Phar-
maceutical Industry’s issues, at Fi-
nance Division. Federal Minister for 
Economic Affairs Sardar Ayaz Sadiq, 
Federal Minister for National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordina-
tion Mr. Abdul Qadir Patel, SAPM on 
Finance Mr. Tariq Bajwa, SAPM on 
Revenue Mr. Tariq Mehmood Pasha, 
SAPM on Government Effectiveness 
Dr. Muhammad Jehanzeb Khan, Ad-
visor to the PM on Establishment Mr. 
Ahad Khan Cheema, Chairman FBR 
and senior, CEO DRAP and senior 
officers attended the meeting. While 
delegation of Pharma industry in-
cluded Syed Farooq Bukhari, Chair-
man PPMA, CEO GSK Ms. Erum 
Shakir Rahim, CEO Ferozsons Mr. 
Osman Waheed, MD Abbott Mr. Anis 
Ahmed, CEO Sante Mr. Tauqeer ul 
Haq,Mr. Zahid Saeed former Chair-
man PPMA, Mr. Hamid Raza for-
mer chairman PPMA, MR. Shahzad 

Akram, Vice President FPCCI, ED 
Pharma Bureau Ms. Ayesha Tam-
my Haq and others. The Chair was 
briefed about the contribution of the 
Pharmaceutical industry in the eco-
nomic development of the country. 
The Chairman PPMA appreciated 
the decision of the government on 
resolving the issues of LCs and fix-
ing the price of paracetamol drug. 
He further sought support of the gov-
ernment for addressing their issues 
related to price adjustment of drugs 
affected due to devaluation of Pak 
rupee. Finance Minister Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar acknowledged 
the contribution of pharmaceutical 
industry and stressed that the present 
government is committed to resolve 
the operational issues being faced by 
various sectors of the economy. 

ISLAMABAD (APP): Commander 
Bahrain National Guard, General 
Shaikh Mohammed Bin Isa Bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa called on Chief of the 
Air Staff (CAS), Air Chief Marshal 
Zaheer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, during 
his visit to Air Headquarters here on 
Tuesday. During the meeting, sever-
al key areas of mutual interest along 
with regional developments were dis-
cussed, a Pakistan Air Force (PAF) 
news release said. On his arrival, a 
smartly turned out contingent of Pa-
kistan Air Force presented General 
Shaikh Mohammed Bin Isa Bin Sal-
man Al Khalifa the guard of honour. 
Later the visiting dignitary was intro-
duced to the Principal Staff Officers. 

He also laid floral wreath on the mar-
tyrs’ monument. The Chief of the Air 
Staff shared broad contours of PAF’s 
modernisation plan of smart acquisi-
tions from allied countries, upgrada-
tion of infrastructure and revamping 
of training. The Air Chief highlighted 
that both the countries enjoyed long 
lasting religious and historic relation-
ships which were manifested through 
unprecedented strategic partnership.

BATTAGRAM (APP): A three-day 
long teacher training for feeder 
schools in the remote areas of Dis-
trict Battgram and Torghar will start 
on March 16 (Thursday). While 
talking to the media, Master trainer 
Fahad Ali Shah said that the three-
day training would be conducted by 
the master trainers of the Alternative 
Learning Program (ALP) in Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, adding the ongoing 
training was part of a larger training 

programme in all districts of the prov-
ince. He said that earlier, thousands 
of children were being educated 
through the joint project of the pro-
vincial education department and the 
United Nations Organization (UNO) 
for the promotion of children’s edu-
cation. Education centers had been 
established in the most difficult and 
inaccessible areas by joint efforts of 
the government and volunteers, Fa-
had highlighted.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chief of Army 
Staff (COAS) General Syed Asim 
Munir on Tuesday visited forward 
posts at Pak-Afghan border in South 
Waziristan and interacted with the 
troops. The COAS laid floral wreath 
at Yadgar-e-Shuhada (the martyrs’ 
monument) in Wana and visited 
Formation Headquarters where he 
was briefed about the operation-
al, training and security matters 
of the formation as well as prog-
ress on development works being 
undertaken in the Newly Merged 
Districts (NMDs), an Inter Services 
Public Relations (ISPR) news re-
lease said. The COAS appreciated 
the counter terrorism efforts of the 
formation and provision of enabling 
environment for the completion of 

socio-economic development proj-
ects, vital for enduring stability and 
sustainable progress of NMDs. The 
Army Chief reiterated the resolve of 
the Army to fight against terrorism 
till elimination of the menace. He 
vowed that sacrifices of Shuhada of 
Pakistan would not go in vain and 
complete peace would inshallah (by 
the will of Almighty Allah) return to 
Pakistan.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan is 
exporting many quality products at 
competitive prices around the world 
including textiles products, surgical 
instruments, pharmaceuticals, cut-
lery items, leather products, sports 
goods, chemicals, marble & granite, 
carpets, & rugs, rice, sugar, cotton 
and Pakistan can export many of 
these products to Ethiopia and other 
African countries. This was said by 
Ahsan Zafar Bakhtawari, President, 
Islamabad Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry while addressing a dinner 
reception hosted by Dr. Teshome 
Adunga, Mayor of Shagar, the 2nd 
largest city of Ethiopia, in honor of 
ICCI delegation during their visit to 
Ethiopia. Ahsan Bakhtawari said 
that Pakistan is well-known in the 
international market for its surgical 
and pharmaceutical products while 
Ethiopia is importing most of these 
products to meet its needs. He said 
that Ethiopia should facilitate Paki-
stani pharmaceutical companies for 
registration in its market by lower-
ing registration costs that would en-
able Ethiopia to import quality sur-
gical and pharmaceutical products 
from Pakistan. He said that Ethiopia 

should also help Pakistani investors 
to set up their manufacturing units 
here and export their products to 
many African countries. He thanked 
the Mayor of Shagar for hosting a 
dinner reception for ICCI delega-
tion and hoped that the visit of ICCI 
delegation to Ethiopia would start a 
new chapter of growing trade and 
economic relations between Paki-
stan and Ethiopia. Speaking at the 
occasion, H.E. Jemal Beker Abdula, 
Ambassador of Ethiopia to Pakistan 
said that Pakistan should increase 
its footprint in Africa through Ethi-
opia which is a gateway to the con-
tinent of 1.4 billion people. He said 
that Ethiopia is a fast-growing econ-
omy and is offering lucrative busi-
ness, trade and investment opportu-
nities with cheap cost of production 
and skilled labour. 

MULTAN (APP): Deputy Director of 
the Livestock Department (Punjab) Dr 
Jamshaid Akhtar on Wednesday said 
that the department was providing free 
of charge fodder seed to assist cattle 
farmers to manage nutritious fodder 
during the year. “The farmers are fac-
ing shortage of fodder, forcing them to 
switch to a less nutritious husk. “ “Eight 
farmers are being given the fodder seed 

bags of top quality in each tehsil across 
the province,” he hinted. “Seeds of pop-
ular fodder, namely Rhodes grass, su-
per Mambasa and Napier are being dis-
tributed amongst the cattle farmers.” 
“Besides this,the seeds are imported 
and have capacity of high yield.””Under 
this scheme, eight demonstration plots 
are being introduced in each tehsil,” he 
added.

MIRPUR (APP): The country’s sec-
ond largest Mangla Dam reservoir 
was found constantly drying as re-
ported intermittent snowfall on var-
ious parts of the Himalayan peaks 
keeps it snow clad constantly lead-
ing to decline in flow of water in the 
rivers, falling in the Dam wherein 
the water level was continuously 
declining. The water level in Man-
gla Dam at Mirpur district of AJK 
was reported as 1100.90 feet on 
Tuesday with maximum conserva-
tion level of 1242 feet, live storage 
capacity of 0.406 MAF in the reser-
voir, official sources told this APP 
here late Tuesday. On February 24, 
2023, the water level in the reservoir 
was reported 1114.75 feet against 
the maximum conservation level of 
1242 feet, the sources underlined 
Meanwhile, the inflow and outflow 

at Rivers Indus at Tarbela remained 
22300 and 43000 cusecs, River Ka-
bul at Nowshera 9300 and 9300 cu-
secs, Khairabad Bridge 14100 and 
14100 cusecs, Jhelum at Mangla 
20100 and 28000 cusecs and Chen-
ab at Marala 9600 and 3000 cusecs, 
respectively. Similarly, the inflow 
and outflow respectively at Jinnah 
Barrage was recorded as 43300 and 
38300 cusecs, Chashma 39100 and 
45000 cusecs, Taunsa 49200 and 
37800 cusecs, Guddu 36800 and 
32600 cusecs, Sukkur 29000 and 
7000 cusecs, Kotri 7600 and nil cu-
secs, Trimmu 2200 and nil cusecs 
and Panjnad 3700 and nil cusecs. At 
Tarbela; minimum operating level 
1398 feet, present level 1431.95 feet, 
maximum conservation level 1550 
feet, live storage today 0.611 million 
acre feet (MAF).

Having access to digital technologies is essential for women in agriculture

IRSA releases 91,900 
cusecs water

Municipal Corporation, 
district admin organize 

‘National Naat Conference’

New IG NHMP calls  
on Minister Asad

Two dacoit gangs busted

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on Wednes-
day released 91,900 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with an in-
flow of 64,400 cusecs. According to 
the data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1430.28 feet and was 32.28 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow in the dam was 
recorded as 22,300 cusecs while the 
outflow as 43,000 cusecs. The water 
level in River Jhelum at Mangla Dam 
was 1100.10 feet, 50.10 feet higher 
than its dead level of 1,050 feet. The 
inflow and outflow of water were re-
corded as 21,200 cusecs and 28,000 
cusecs respectively. The release of 
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu 
and Sukkur was recorded as 47,300, 
33,200, 30,600 and 7,000 cusecs re-
spectively. Similarly, from River Ka-
bul, a total of 11,400 cusecs of water 
was released at Nowshera and 3,000 
cusecs were released from River 
Chenab at Marala.

BAHAWALPUR (APP): The Munic-
ipal Corporation in collaboration 
with the district administration 
organized a ‘National Naat Con-
ference’ at its premises here on 
Wednesday. Popular Naat Khawan, 
Muhammad Hussain Memon of 
Karachi and others from across the 
country participated in the con-
ference. Commissioner of Baha-
walpur Division Ahtsham Anwar 
and Deputy Commissioner (DC) 
Bahawalpur, Zaheer Anwar Japa 
were chief guests on the occasion. 
Former mayor Syed Aqeel Anjum 
Hashmi, Chief Officer of Municipal 
Corporation Muhammad Asif and 
a large number of other officials 
were also present.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Sultan Ali 
Khawaja, after assuming charge 
as National Highways and Motor-
way Police acting Inspector Gen-
eral, called on Federal Minister for 
Communication Asad Mehmood, 
here on Wednesday. The minister 
expressed confidence that Motor-
way Police would perform well 
under the supervision of Sultan 
Ali Khawaja. The minister direct-
ed the IG to use modern technolo-
gy for enhancing the performance 
of NHMP, and taking steps to 
reduce accidents on the motor-
ways. Secretary Communication 
Captain (Retd) Muhammad Khur-
ram Agha was also present in the 
meeting.

FAISALABAD (APP): The district 
police claimed to have smashed 
two dacoit gangs and recovered 
looted booty from their possession 
during the last 24 hours. A police 
report said here on Wednesday, Sa-
manabad police raided and arrested 
three dacoits Ramzan, Kazim and 
one another. Police recovered 3 pis-
tols, 2 motorcycles, cell phones and 
cash from their possession. Ghulam 
Muhammad Abad police nabbed 
three outlaws identified as Ahsan 
Shehzad, Imran and Waqas Yousaf 
and recovered 3 pistols, cash and 
cell phones from them. During inter-
rogation, the accused confessed to 
have committed a number of crimes. 
Further investigation was underway.
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At UN, Pakistan calls for closing digital gender divide  
to attain women’s empowerment

UNITED NATIONS (APP): Pakistan 
has called for bridging the digital 
gender divide in a bid to achieve 
gender equality, and ensure the right 
to education of women and girls ev-
erywhere, as the U.N. Commission 
on the Status of Women (CSW) con-
tinued its debate on women-related 
issues. “It is time to build resilient 
inclusive and peaceful societies 
where no one is left behind, not even 
our women with disabilities, so that 
the tragic but brave story of Malala 

Yousafzai is not repeated,” Nilofar 
Bakhtiar, chairperson of the Na-
tional Commission on the Status of 
Women, told an expert panel of the 
Commission’s 67th session. The ses-
sion, which runs from March 6 to 17, 
is focused on the theme “Innovation 
and technological change, and edu-
cation in the digital age for achieving 
gender equality and the empower-
ment of all women and girls”. In 
her remarks, Bakhtiar, the Pakistani 
delegate, said despite national and 

international efforts, the digital gen-
der gap was growing particularly 
between developed and developing 
countries, and within developing 
countries. Calling for transformative 
action, she underlined the need to 
mobilize resources and technical as-
sistance to support millions of wom-
en and girls who have missed out on 
the right to an education in particu-
lar, due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the impacts of the global climate 
change crisis.

Pakistan supports end to global Islamophobia: PM

Development planning now needs to consider 
climate risk for vulnerable countries: Pakistan

No one to be allowed to indulge in violence: CPO

Police arrest four for possessing illegal weapons

CM Shah appointed Prof. Dr. Aneel as 
Pro-VC Mehran University

Police returns stolen truck, cash to owners

Commissioner for early construction of small dams

Female education imperative for economic  
development, prosperity: Samina Alvi

Golden Jubilee celebration of Constitution to be 
kicked off from 23rd March

NHMP stresses compliance with updated speed 
limits on M4 Motorway

Commissioner urges parents to vaccinate  
children against polio

Petaro-Sehwan Road project in progress:  
NHA official

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Minister 
Shehbaz Sharif on Wednesday ex-
pressed the country’s resolve to sup-
port global efforts to end Islamopho-
bia across the world. “Pakistan joins 
the world community in seeking an 
end to all forms of hatred, profiling 
and discrimination against Muslims 
on the basis of faith,” he said in a 
tweet on International Day to Combat 
Islamophobia. Sharif said Islam, like 

other religions, stands all for toler-
ance, respect, peace and human de-
velopment. 

UNITED NATIONS (APP): A senior 
Pakistani diplomat told a U.N. pan-
el on Wednesday that development 
planning now requires to take into 
account the climate risk for the most 
climate-vulnerable countries, such as 
Pakistan, which was hit by devastat-
ing floods last August. Participating 
in a discussion at the UN Develop-
ment Cooperation Forum (DFC), the 
principal global platform for policy 
dialogue on development coopera-
tion, Ambassador Munir Akram said 
with the evolution of global warming 
and climate change, the concept of 
development itself has changed, with 
focus now required not only on the 
fundamentals of economic growth, 
but also on countries’ resilience to 

climate shocks. Pointing out that in 
response to the massive flooding in 
Pakistan, Ambassador Akram said 
the government developed a recon-
struction plan determining that ap-
proximately $16.5 billion was needed 
to repair lost infrastructure, homes 
and agricultural land. But when tak-
ing into account how to rebuild in 
such a way to withstand similar phe-
nomena in the future, an additional 
$13.5 billion was required. While this 
illustrates that building development 
with resilience is going to be more 
costly, the silver lining is that adapta-
tion in most cases implies sustainable 
infrastructure, which is a core aspect 
of development, the Pakistani envoy 
said.

RAWALPINDI (APP): City Police 
Officer (CPO) Rawalpindi Syed 
Khalid Mehmood Hamdani here on 
Wednesday said that no one would 
be allowed to indulge in violence and 
block the roads during the protest. 
He said that no compromise would 
be made on the rule of law and the 
protection of lives and properties 
of the citizens was the out most re-
sponsibility of the police. According 
to a police spokesman, 28 accused 
who indulged in violent protest were 

rounded up by New Town, Sadiqa-
bad, Rattaamral, R. A.Bazar, Wah 
Cant, Race Course, Waris Khan, 
Saddar Wah, Westridge, Bani and 
Gungmandi police. He informed that 
the accused netted under MPO-03 
were being sent to jail. Talking about 
the protest by a political party, he 
informed that Waris Khan and City 
police had registered cases against 
those indulged in violent protests, 
blocked roads and resisted the police 
trying to maintain law and order.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Rawalpindi 
district police on the directives of 
the Senior Superintendent of Police 
(SSP), Operations, Rawalpindi con-
ducted raids in different areas and 
netted four accused for possessing il-
legal weapons. According to a police 
spokesman, Sadiqabad, Naseerabad, 
Wah Cantt and Kahuta police round-
ed up Rashid, Husnain, Talha and Ali 
Haider and recovered four 30-bore 

pistols and ammunition from their 
possession. He said that strict action 
by the law on the directives of the 
SSP was being taken against the law-
breakers and the operations against 
aerial firing and illegal weapon 
holders would continue. He further 
informed that in an operation, Na-
seerabad police foiled a bid to smug-
gle wheat flour and arrested Hassan 
Khan with 220 flour bags.

HYDERABAD (APP): On the direc-
tives of Sindh Chief Minister Syed 
Murad Ali Shah, Sindh Universities 
and Boards Department has appoint-
ed Prof. Dr. Aneel Kumar as new 
Pro-Vice Chancellor of Mehran Uni-
versity of Engineering and Technolo-
gy Jamshor. According to university 
spokesman, Prof. Dr. Aneel Kumar 
who was serving as Dean and the 
Professor of the Department of Civil 

Engineering has been appointed as 
Pro-Vice Chancellor of the varsity’s 
main campus for a period of four 
years. The Vice Chancellor Prof. 
Dr. Taha Hussain Ali and Registrar 
Lachaman Das have congratulated 
Prof. Dr. Aneel Kumar on his ap-
pointment of the Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor and hoped that his academic and 
administrative experience will bene-
fit the university.

MULTAN (APP): Police have returned 
the stolen truck and cash recovered in 
separate cases to the owners here on 
Wednesday. According to police sourc-
es, a truck driver parked the truck 
outside vegetable market in premises 
of Shah Rukan-e-Alam police station 
and went to nearby hotel for lunch 
on Tuesday. He found his truck miss-
ing on return which was loaded with 
diesel of Rs 200,000. A police team 
led by Station House Officer (SHO) 
Qurat-Ul-Ain recovered the truck and 
diesel and returned to the owner. In 

another case, Azmeer put an applica-
tion with Dehli Gate police on March 
09, in which he reported that unknown 
thieves broke the locks of his stitching 
machine showroom and stole away 
valuables and cash total worth Rs5 
million. The police registered the case 
and started investigations into the in-
cident. On Wednesday, Station House 
Officer (SHO) Dehli Gate Muhammad 
Kabir along with team arrested the ac-
cused Shahbaz and recovered stolen 
cash from his possession and later, re-
turned to the owner.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): Com-
missioner Nisar Ahmad directed 
relevant authorities to take prompt 
measures for removing obstacles in 
the way of construction of small dams 
in merged areas. He expressed these 
views while presiding over a meeting 
held here on Wednesday.= Project 
director small dams Nadir Khan on 
the occasion gave a detailed briefing 
to commissioner about the progress, 
problems and other obstacles related 
to the construction of small dams. The 
commissioner said, “The construction 
of dams is a need of the hour to bring 
maximum barren land under culti-

vation besides helping safeguard the 
area from floods.” “Thus, steps shall 
be taken at the earliest to resolve all 
issues pertaining to the construction 
of water reservoirs in merged areas 
of Dera division. “ The meeting was 
informed about the problems relat-
ed to security and land acquisition in 
Ghozizai tribal sub-division, Tank and 
Ramak tribal sub-division while in 
Kandi Weir. The meeting was also told 
about South Waziristan tribal disputes 
besides land acquisition and security 
situation. The meeting also discussed 
the design and feasibility of five dams 
in D.I.Khan and Tank districts.

SWABI (APP): First lady, Begum 
Samina Arif Alvi here Wednesday 
said that the education of females and 
bringing out-of-school children under 
the education net was imperative for 
speedy economic development and 
prosperity of the country. Address-
ing an inauguration of the teachers’ 
training centre at Rashid memorial 
welfare organization (RMWO) Alam-
abad here, Begum Samina Alvi said 
educated mothers guaranteed the 
education of their children, building 
their careers and prosperous society. 
Besides female education, she said 
bringing out-of-school children un-

der education-net was a big challenge 
and the private sector role was equal-
ly important to enrol such children 
in their educational institutions. She 
said solid efforts were being made to 
enroll all such children in public sec-
tor schools and take full advantage of 
their potential besides making them 
useful citizens of society. Bringing 
out-of-school children under the edu-
cation net would not only bring signif-
icant improvement in their own lives 
but also help their families on social 
and economic fronts besides signifi-
cantly contributing to the country’s 
development process.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Parliamen-
tary Advisory Committee to oversee 
the preparations for the Golden Ju-
bilee celebrations of the Constitution 
1973 in its fourth meeting approved 
the media strategy for the celebra-
tions and decided to start the cele-
brations from 23 March. The com-
mittee also approved designs for the 
commemorative stamps and coins. 
Moreover, the meeting reviewed the 
progress regarding the construction 
of the Constitutional Monument, and 
restoration of its old National Assem-
bly Hall in the State Bank building in 
Islamabad. Federal Minister for Infor-
mation and Broadcasting Marriyum 

Aurangzeb while sharing details of 
the media strategy for the coverage 
of the commemoration said that all 
departments of the ministry including 
PTV, Radio Pakistan, DEMP, PID, EP 
Wing, PEMRA had planned certain 
activities related to the celebrations. 
Some of which were airing of special 
programs, documentaries, podcasts, 
exhibitions, quiz contests, mushairas, 
publications of articles, news supple-
ments etc, she added. It was shared 
that all activities would be given am-
ple coverage on print, electronic and 
digital media both in private and pub-
lic spheres with special emphasis on 
regional channels.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police 
(NHMP) on Wednesday urged the 
road users to comply with the updat-
ed road speed limits on the Faisala-
bad – Pindi Bhattian Motorway (M4). 
An official of NHMP informed APP 
that speed limits have been reduced 
from 120 to 100 kilometers per hour 
for Light Transport Vehicles (LTVs) 
and a new speed limit of 80 kilome-
ters per hour has been set for Heavy 
Transport Vehicles (HTVs). The offi-
cial stated, “The decision was made 
for the safety of road users and for 
minimizing the potential risks of 

accidents on the M4.” He stated, “A 
wing of National Highway Authority 
(NHA) is responsible for updating 
the sign boards and speed limit in-
dicators on the motorway.” The of-
ficial confirmed, “A majority of the 
sign boards have already been up-
dated.” “NHMP will be submitting 
a request to NHA for a comprehen-
sive survey, to ensure that all the 
recently updated speed limit boards 
are in place.” The official called on 
all road users to follow the updated 
speed limits, in order to ensure the 
safety of all drivers and passengers 
on the motorway.

RAWALPINDI (APP): Commission-
er Rawalpindi Laiqat Ali Chatta on 
Wednesday urged parents to vacci-
nate their children against the deadly 
polio virus. He said this while visiting 
the area of Westridge to review the 
performance of anti-polio field teams. 
The commissioner himself adminis-
tered the polio drops to children un-
der five years of age and directed the 
officials concerned to remain present 
in the field and ensure the monitor-
ing of polio workers so that no child 
could miss immunization. On the oc-

casion, Laiqat informed that around 
379,246 children had been adminis-
tered the polio vaccine so far. He said 
that around 3,723 polio teams, includ-
ing 3,272 mobile teams, 289 fixed 
points, 214 union council medical of-
ficers, and 765 area incharges, were 
participating in the drive to complete 
the task of vaccinating over 947,000 
children in the district. The commis-
sioner urged the citizens, particularly 
the parents, to come forward and play 
their role in eliminating the crippling 
disease from society.

ISLAMABAD (APP): An official of Na-
tional Highway Authority (NHA) on 
Wednesday said that the construction of 
additional two lane carriage way N-55 
was in progress from Petaro to Sehwan 
road. The 128-kilometer long road has 
four segments. Talking to APP, the offi-
cial said, “The progress on under Pack-
age-1/A, having the 20 km stretch of road 
from Mehran University to Petaro has 
been completed and is open for traffic.” 
Similarly, under Package-1/B, the 20 km 
stretch of road from Petaro to Khanote 
has also been completed and is also open 
for travelers, he added. He said that Pack-
age-1/C, which covers the 24 km stretch 
of road from Khanote to Manjhand, 
was recently re-tendered, and the con-

tract has been awarded to M/s Aitmaad 
Builders & Developers. The contractor 
and the consultants have mobilized at 
the site in January 2023 and have estab-
lished a camp at Khanote. He stated that 
earthwork has started in the first 10 km 
stretch of road, and the physical progress 
stands at four percent on Package-1/C. 
Under the Section 1, CAREC Tranche-1, 
he said, “The stretch of road from Man-
jhand to Sehwan, which spans 66.370 
km, has been awarded to M/s Xinjiang 
Bexin Road & Bridge Group Co. Ltd.” He 
said, “The progress on this patch stands 
at 86 percent, with construction activities 
like earthwork and bridge construction 
at Amri taken in hand for the balance 
eight kilometers.” 

NDMA dispatches 7th 
cargo plane to Turkiye

FO clarifies media  
reports on Bilawal’s  

retention of gifts

SHC orders to withdraw 
SSU commandos from VIPs

A dacoit killed  
in encounter

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Nation-
al Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) as part of Pakistan’s Assis-
tance to quake-hit Turkiye through 
Special Air Cargo Dispatch on 
Wednesday dispatched the seventh 
cargo plane carrying 104 tonnes of 
1,400 winterised tents. The NDMA 
on its official Twitter handle up-
dated that on the directions of the 
prime minister the cargo plane with 
another 1,400 winterized fire resis-
tant family tents were flown from 
Lahore. The NDMA has so far sent 
off 8,600 (Type II) tents through this 
special flight operation which started 
on March 11, whilst 2,595 have been 
dispatched via PIA and Pakistan 
Navy Ship making total 11,195 fire 
resistant tents.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Foreign 
Office spokesperson on Wednesday 
said that Foreign Minister Bilawal 
Bhutto Zardari did not retain any gift 
and deposited all to the Toshakha-
na. Foreign Office spokesperson 
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said this in 
a statement issued on misreporting 
in media regarding the retention of 
gifts by the foreign minister. “The 
Foreign Minister did not retain any 
gift and deposited all in Toshakhana 
of the Cabinet Division, in full com-
pliance with the government policy,” 
she said. She said, “However some 
of the gifts that were assessed by the 
Cabinet Division to be of value less 
than Rs 30,000 were returned to him 
in accordance with the laid down 
procedures.”

SUKKUR (APP): The Sindh High 
Court (SHC), Sukkur Bench, on 
Wednesday ordered the IGP Sindh 
to withdraw the Special Security 
Unit (SSU) commandos from VIPs 
including ministers, bureaucrats 
and others. The two member bench 
of Sindh High Court Circuit Bench 
Sukkur Justice Sallahuddin Panhwar 
and Justice Abdul Mobeen Lakho 
announced the verdict in an open 
court on the petition filed by High 
Court Bar lawyer Ali Gul Abbasi. The 
court in its decision, ordered the IGP 
Sindh to implement the submitted 
plan to establish law and order, add-
ing that the SSU commandos secu-
rity should be withdrawn from VIPs 
including ministers and bureaucrats 
across Sindh and provided only to 
foreigners.

HYDERABAD (APP): Hyderabad police 
claimed to have killed a dacoit wanted 
in more than 21 cases in an encounter 
here late Tuesday night. According to 
spokesman, an encounter was occurred 
in Latifabad unit 04 as armed dacoits 
started firing at patrolling police and in 
retaliatory fire a suspect identified as Hi-
mat Ali Malano was killed on the spot. 
In the initial investigation, it was found 
that the accused who was killed in the 
police encounter belonged to a notori-
ous dacoit gang. The slain accused and 
his accomplices were active in motor-
cycle, cash snatching in different areas 
of Hyderabad, the spokesman claimed. 
The deceased accused, who belongs to 
Qamber Shahdadkot, along with his 
other accomplices had escaped after 
robbing Shah Bukhari Motors located 
on Main Wadhu Wah Road Qasimabad 
with Rs. 0.5 million cash and 2 mobile 
phones worth Rs 100000.
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Saudia, startup Riyadh Air announce big Boeing 787 order

Tesla’s arrival accelerates Mexico ‘nearshoring’ boom

Asian markets rally as bank worries ebb, Fed rates back in view

China’s financial market remains stable despite global shockwaves  
caused by SVB collapse

Saudi inflation softens to 3%: GASTAT  

BMW to hit 50% EV sales target ‘well ahead’ of 2030

Zara owner Inditex posts record profit

Samsung to invest in South Korea mega chip-making plan

NEW YORK (Agencies): Two Sau-
di airlines will purchase 78 Boeing 
787 Dreamliner planes under agree-
ments announced Tuesday in a giant 
order that underlines Saudi Arabia’s 
goal to remake itself as a global avi-
ation hub. The order by state-owned 
carrier Saudia and brand new start-
up Riyadh Air -- a deal which could 
reach as many as 121 planes with op-
tions -- constitutes the fifth largest by 
commercial value in Boeing’s histo-
ry. The contracts are part of “a blue-
print for economic and social reform 

that is opening Saudi Arabia up to 
the world,” said Reema bint Bandar 
Al-Saud, the kingdom’s ambassador 
to the United States. The announce-
ments come just two days after the 
Saudi Arabia Public Investment Fund 
launched Riyadh Air. Jeddah-based 

Saudia, also known as Saudi Ara-
bian Airlines, dates to 1945 when it 
received its first jet, a gift from US 
President Franklin Roosevelt. Crown 
Prince Mohammed bin Salman sees 
aviation as a key component of his 
“Vision 2030” reform agenda to re-
make the petroleum-centered coun-
try, eyeing a more than tripling of an-
nual traffic to 330 million passengers 
by the end of the decade. While Boe-
ing did not provide an estimate of the 
order’s total value, the White House 
said it could reach $37 billion.

MONTERREY (Agencies): Governor 
Samuel Garcia is a man in a hurry, 
juggling his daughter’s birth and Tes-
la’s arrival in northern Mexico, which 
hopes to benefit from a new wave of 
foreign investment. Production of Tes-
la electric vehicles could begin next 
January at the giant new factory out-
side the city of Monterrey, the 35-year-
old Nuevo Leon state governor said. 
It is part of the “nearshoring” trend of 

US companies -- and their suppliers 
-- choosing production sites closer to 
markets in the world’s largest econo-
my, instead of in Asia. Work to build 
the new Tesla plant could begin in 
April, Garcia told AFP in an interview, 

just hours before rushing to the mater-
nity ward. The fresh-faced politician 
later posted a video of his daughter’s 
birth on Instagram, where he had also 
shared a photo of himself meeting Tes-
la boss Elon Musk in early March. Lit-
tle more than a week after Musk con-
firmed at the start of this month plans 
to build a new “giga factory” in Mexi-
co, his teams were already inspecting 
land outside Monterrey.

HONG KONG (Agencies): Asian 
markets bounced Wednesday as 
concerns about contagion from the 
collapse of two US regional lenders 
eased while investors turned their at-
tention back to next week’s Federal 
Reserve interest rate decision. Banks 
rallied in early exchanges after tak-
ing a battering the previous two days 
in reaction to the demise of Silicon 
Valley Bank and Signature Bank at 
the weekend, which were the biggest 
casualties since the global financial 
crisis. But investor worries were 

soothed by the swift response from 
US authorities to pledge all deposi-
tors would get their cash and that 
other lenders would be given sup-
port. The run on deposits at SVB and 
Signature -- as well as crypto bank 
Silvergate Capital, which went under 

earlier in March -- led ratings agency 
Moody’s to cut its outlook for the US 
banking system to negative from sta-
ble. Still, the mood on trading floors 
was less fraught than at the start 
of the week, with banks enjoying a 
much-needed lift. Japan’s Sumitomo 
Mistui Financial gained more than 
three percent and Mitsubishi UFJ 
Financial put on almost five percent, 
while South Korea’s Hana Financial 
Group was up more than two per-
cent. HSBC gained more than three 
percent.

BEIJING (Agencies): Strong eco-
nomic rebound to shore up inves-
tors’ confidence in China. Following 
the shockwaves from the collapse of 
Silicon Valley Bank (SVB) weighed 
on global bank stocks, China’s stock 
indexes also dipped on Tuesday due 
to negative sentiment in global fi-
nancial markets, but experts said 
that the country’s capital market will 
quickly stabilize, supported by Chi-
na’s strong economic recovery and 
measures to stave off financial risks. 

Global markets remained volatile 
after the meltdown of SVB and the 
failure of New York-based Signature 
Bank over the weekend, although 
the Biden administration made ef-
forts to shore up market confidence 

in the past two days. The three major 
US stock indexes closed mixed on 
Monday. The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average dropped 0.28 percent, the 
S&P 500 fell 0.15 percent, while the 
Nasdaq Composite Index rose 0.45 
percent. US regional banks were 
among the hardest hit on Monday 
as the First Republic Bank’s shares 
plunged a record 61.83 percent and 
Western Alliance Bancorp lost 47.06 
percent. Citi Group was down 7.45 
percent.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s 
inflation rate softened to 3 percent in 
February 2023, against 3.4 percent re-
corded in January, driven by a slight 
decrease in food and beverage prices, 
according to the latest report released 
by the General Authority for Statis-
tics. The inflation rate stood at 3.3 per-
cent and 2.9 percent in December and 
November, respectively. The monthly 

consumer price index was affected by 
a 0.7 percent decrease in food pric-
es, according to the date, which also 
revealed that transport prices fell by 
0.5 percent in February against the 
previous month. This was mainly due 
to the decrease in motor car prices 
by 0.9 percent. There was also a fall 
of 0.5 percent in furnishings, house-
hold equipment and maintenance 

prices. However, on a year-on-year 
basis, inflation continues to rise in 
line with the global trend as the King-
dom’s inflation had been 1.6 percent 
in February 2022. GASTAT noted the 
rise in Saudi Arabia’s consumer price 
index in February was primarily driv-
en by higher prices of housing, water, 
electricity, gas, and other fuels which 
went up by 7 percent year-on-year.

BERLIN (Agencies): BMW expects 
over 50% of new sales to be all-electric 
vehicles well ahead of its 2030 target 
and could envision a hydrogen-pow-
ered car going into production in the 
second half of the decade, the pre-
mium carmaker said on Wednesday. 
By 2025, a fourth of new sales will be 
all-electric, the company said, rising 
to a third by 2026 – an ambitious leap 
from the 1-in-11 ratio seen last year. 
One of the most prominent advocates 

among carmakers of hydrogen fuel 
cell technology as a worthwhile op-
tion alongside battery-powered cars, 
chief executive Oliver Zipse said he 
could also envision a hydrogen-pow-

ered vehicle going into production by 
mid-decade. “We see hydrogen-elec-
tric vehicles as a meaningful comple-
ment to e-mobility, even with some-
thing of a time lag,” Zipse told a news 
conference dedicated to the compa-
ny’s annual results. The BMW iX5 
Hydrogen* test vehicle, with a range 
of 500km and an ability to refuel in 
three to four minutes, was being test-
ed in various countries, BMW said in 
a statement.

MADRID (Agencies): Zara owner 
Inditex, the world’s biggest fashion 
retailer, reported record profits for 
2022 despite halting operations in 
Russia and soaring global inflation. 
Net profit reached €4.1 billion eu-
ros (US$4.4 billion) last year, a 27% 

jump from 2021, said Inditex, whose 
eight brands include younger fash-
ion chain Pull&Bear and upmarket 
label Massimo Dutti. Sales also hit a 
record, surging 17% to €32.6 billion. 
“The excellent results of 2022 show 
the strength of our business model,” 

said Inditex chief executive Oscar 
Garcia Maceiras. Inditex, like many 
other Western companies, closed up 
shop in Russia last year following 
the invasion of Ukraine and sweep-
ing Western sanctions against Mos-
cow.

SEOUL (Agencies): Electronics giant 
Samsung says it plans to invest around 
300tn won ($230.8bn; £189.6bn) over 
20 years in the South Korean govern-
ment’s push to develop a mega semi-
conductor hub in the country. This 
will be put towards building five chip 
factories, the firm told the BBC. Sam-
sung is the world’s biggest maker of 
memory chips, smartphones and TVs. 
Under the official plan, companies in 
high-tech industries will be offered 

incentives like expanded tax breaks 
and infrastructure support. “The 
mega cluster will be the key base of 
our semiconductor ecosystem,” South 
Korea’s Ministry of Trade, Industry 
and Energy said in a statement on 
Wednesday. It said it planned to secure 
around 550tn won in private-sector 
investment and “leap forward as a 
leading country in the middle of fierce 
global competition over advanced in-
dustries”. South Korea’s move comes 

as “major players are ramping up ef-
forts to boost onshore manufacturing 
in the semiconductor sector,” Paul 
Triolo from the global advisory firm 
Albright Stonebridge Group told the 
BBC. ”It wants to emulate to some de-
gree Taiwan’s clustering effect, where 
the trifecta of science parks... form 
a massive cluster that has attracted 
numerous other companies, both up-
stream and downstream in the supply 
chain,” he said. 

US stocks rebound as bank shares rally,  
while oil prices tumble

Tokyo shares open higher

Asian stock markets down at Tuesday’s close

Japanese Index Increases 0.73% at the 
 Opening of Trading

Saudi Arabia ranks first globally in digital  
information society 2023

ECC allows supply of indigenous gas  
to fertilizer plants

LSMI production goes up by 1.48%

NEW YORK (Agencies): US and 
European stock markets rebound-
ed on Tuesday amid easing worries 
over bank industry turmoil, while 
oil prices fell sharply on recession 
risks. Shares of banks recovered 
after markets were rocked earli-
er this week by the collapse of two 
US regional lenders, which forced 
authorities to launch emergency 
measures aimed at preventing con-
tagion across the sector. Big jumps 
by First Republic Bank and other re-
gional banks lent support to major 
US indices, with the S&P 500 piling 
on 1.7 per cent. “US banking stocks 

are on a rollercoaster ride, rising 
sharply following the steep sell-offs 
yesterday as worries seem to be lift-
ing a little about contagion from the 
SVB (Silicon Valley Bank) collapse,” 
said Susannah Streeter, head of 
money and markets at Hargreaves 
Lansdown. The rally in New York 
came on the heels of a buoyant day 
in Europe, with London, Paris and 
Frankfurt all advancing at least one 
per cent. Investors also digested 
US data that showed the consumer 
price index rose six percent from 
a year ago, below January’s figure 
and in line with expectations.

TOKYO (Agencies): Tokyo stocks 
opened higher on Wednesday as 
worries about the US banking sec-
tor eased, helping to boost New York 
shares. The benchmark Nikkei 225 
index rose 0.55 percent, or 148.97 
points, to 27,371.01 in early trade, 
while the broader Topix index ad-
vanced 1.00 percent, or 19.57 points, 
to 1,967.11. The dollar was at 134.51 
yen, up slightly from 134.20 yen in 
New York. Investors are regaining 
confidence after New York shares 
avoided further banking turmoil, 
“with the market apparently taking 
a view that the worst is now passed”, 
said Taylor Nugent from National 
Australia Bank. The Dow rose 1.1 

percent, while the Nasdaq jumped 2.1 
percent, reflecting easing fears about 
wider financial distress after the col-
lapse of Silicon Valley Bank. Global 
investors returned their focus to in-
flation and the Fed’s efforts to fight 
it with rate hikes, after US consumer 
prices rose six percent. “It certainly 
seems that inflation is taking a bit of 
a back seat for now, but the strong 
print could become more meaningful 
if financial stresses are resolved, and 
the market starts to focus on a longer 
Fed cycle,” Stephen Innes of SPI As-
set Management said. At the moment, 
the Tokyo market should benefit from 
the brightening investor spirit, said 
brokerage firm Monex.

ANKARA (Agencies): Most major 
Asian stock markets closed lower 
on Tuesday as the collapse of two 
US lenders -- Silicon Valley Bank 
and Signature Bank -- within days 
raised worries over the spillover ef-
fect across global markets. The Asia 
Dow, which includes blue-chip com-
panies in the region, dove 2.68% to 
3,220 points. Tokyo’s Nikkei 225 
plunged 2.19% to 27,222 points. The 
Hang Seng, the benchmark for blue-

chip stocks trading on the Hong Kong 
stock exchange, plummeted 2.27% to 
19,247.96. China’s Shanghai Stock 
Exchange fell 0.72% to 3,245.31. In-
dia’s Sensex benchmark fell 0.58% 
to close at 57,900.19, while the Sin-
gapore index dropped 0.08% to 
3,129.75India’s annual wholesale in-
flation rate decreased to a 25-month 
low of 3.85% in February from 4.73% 
in January. The figure was below the 
market estimate of 4%.

TOKYO, (Agencies): The Japanese 
benchmark index rose at the beginning 
of trading on the Tokyo Stock Exchange 

today. The Nikkei rose 0.73% to 27,421.66 
points, while the broader TOPIX index 
rose 0.98 to 1,966.67 points.

RIYADH, (Agencies): The Ministry of 
Environment, Water and Agriculture 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was 
awarded the Global Summit Prize and 
the First Rank globally in the Digital En-
vironment and Electronic Services Cat-
egory, a new global award added to the 
series of achievements by the ministry, it 
was reported here on Wednesday. In re-
marks on the occasion, Deputy Minister 
for Environment, Water and Agriculture 
Eng. Mansour bin Hilal Al-Mishaiti said 
the winning of this prize comes as the 
culmination of the unlimited support 
of the country’s prudent leadership for 

the ministry’s systems according to the 
objectives of its digital transformation 
strategy 2030 under the Kingdom vision 
2030. For his part, Dr Abdulhameed bin 
Abdullah Al-Olaiwi, the Director Gener-
al for Information Technology and Dig-
ital Transformation, said the ministry 
passed three qualifying phases among 
more than 355 projects from more 
than 109 countries. Al-Olaiwi received 
the award on behalf of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia at a special ceremony held 
recently at the headquarters of the In-
ternational Telecommunications Union 
(ITU) in Geneva.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Econom-
ic Coordination Committee (ECC) 
of the cabinet here on Wednesday 
allowed supply of indigenous gas 
to fertilizer plants to meet urea re-
quirement in the country for Khar-
if 2023. The meeting of the cabinet 
committee was chaired by Federal 

Minister for Finance and Revenue, 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar, fi-
nance ministry tweeted. “The ECC 
meeting, chaired by Senator Mo-
hammad Ishaq Dar, allowed supply 
of indigenous gas to fertilizer plants 
to meet urea fertilizer requirement 
in the country for Kharif 2023.”

ISLAMABAD (APP): The output of 
the Large Scale Manufacturing In-
dustrial (LSMI) sector witnessed 
an increase of 1.48 per cent during 
January, the first month of the Cal-
endar year 2023, as compared to 
December 2022, the Pakistan Bu-
reau of Statistics (PBS) reported. 
However, according to the provi-
sional quantum indices of LSMI for 
January 2023 released by the PBS, 
on a year-on-year (YoY) basis, the 
big industry production went down 
7.90 per cent in January 2023 when 
compared with January 2022. Over-
all the LSMI showed a decline of 
4.40 per cent during July-January 
2022-23 when compared with the 
same period of last year. The main 
contributors towards overall nega-
tive growth of 4. 40 per cent were 

food (0.32%), tobacco (0.55%), tex-
tile (2.71%) garments (3.81%), pe-
troleum products (0.69%), cement 
(0.86), pharmaceuticals (1.22%), 
and automobiles (1.55%). The pro-
duction in July-January 2022-23 as 
compared to the same period of the 
corresponding year has increased 
in wearing apparel (44.47%), leath-
er products (4.98%), furniture 
(73.80%), and other manufacturing 
(48.26%). The provisional quantum 
indices of LSMI for January 2023 
with the base year 2015-16 have 
been developed based on the latest 
data supplied by the source agen-
cies, including the Oil Companies 
Advisory Committee, Ministry of In-
dustries and Production, Ministry of 
Commerce and Provincial Bureaux 
of Statistics (BoS).
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–  It’s a general reading which may 
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

– ARIES: Get people to sit down 
and discuss the future, at least for 
a while. Big ideas are sure to en-
sue, and while not all of them are 
winners, you should have a better 
sense of what’s to come.
– TAURUS: Someone close is trying 
to foist off a crazy idea on you, but 
you’re not having it. Try to be dip-
lomatic about it and see if you can 
gently persuade them to take their 
scheme elsewhere.  
– GEMINI: You need to step back 
and take a new look at things. Your 
mind is perfectly attuned to accept-
ing new ways of seeing the world. 
It’s a great day to get people to 
change their minds!
– CANCER: Money issues pop up 
in your life again just when you’d 
rather be dealing with pretty much 
anything else! That’s no reason to 
put them off, though, so make sure 
you have time to tackle them.
– LEO: Today, it’s vital that you stay 
calm and patient with everyone 
no matter how hectic things get. 
You’re setting an example whether 

you like it or not, and things could 
turn out quite well for you.
– VIRGO: Go through your desk, 
closets, or, if you’re feeling ambi-
tious, attic or garage and reorga-
nize. Better yet, you might want to 
clear out some of that clutter and 
get rid of it for good!
– LIBRA: Your partner is even 
more important than usual today. If 
you’re single, that situation might 
not last for much longer! Your good 
energy is perfect for romance, so 
make something sweet happen.
– SCORPIO: You’re usually quite 
open when new ideas come your 
way, but today that might seem 
foolish. Resist the impulse to shut 
down brainstorming, though, be-
cause it could just save the day!
– SAGITTARIUS: Keep up the chat-
ter today. You need a free flow of 
ideas to ensure that things keep 
moving in the right direction. 
There’s no need to settle on any-
thing just yet, so give yourself more 
time.
– CAPRICORN: Don’t let yourself 
get too wrapped up in any new 
plans of projects. There are too 
many uncertain elements for you to 
keep track of, and you still need to 
deal with old business first.
– ACQUARIUS: You’ve got enough 
energy to tackle a week’s worth of 
problems in one day, so get to it! If 
life isn’t throwing obstacles in your 
path, then you can make amazing 
progress without breaking a sweat.
– PISCES: Change is coming wheth-
er you like it or not, so you may as 
well find the bright side early on! 
It’s a really good time for you to 
embrace the new and make it posi-
tive for everyone involved.
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Aussie Open champ Sabalenka reaches quarterfinals at Indian Wells

Inter reach Champions League quarters with 0-0 draw at Porto

Spanish anti-corruption prosecutor to take over Barcelona refereeing case

AlUla Camel Cup offers elite camel racing, desert-inspired fashion, ancient 
culture, heritage fused with modernity

Bucks seal NBA playoff berth, Nuggets fall to 4th straight defeat

Canelo Alvarez to face Ryder in Mexico ‘homecoming’

Arteta won’t compromise on Arsenal’s bid for Europa and Premier League glory

How did Qatari football find itself in such dire state?

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Austra-
lian Open champion Aryna Sabalenka 
reached the Indian Wells quarterfinals 
for the first time on Tuesday, continuing 
her strong 2023 campaign with a bat-
tling 6-3, 2-6, 6-4 victory over Barbora 
Krejcikova. Czech Krejcikova was the 
woman who ended Sabalenka’s perfect 
2023 run with a victory over the Belar-
usian in the quarterfinals at Dubai last 
month. She had a chance to extend the 
match, but Sabalenka saved a break 

point in the final game and closed it 
out. “It’s always tough matches against 
Barbora,” Sabalenka said. “She played 
unbelievable tennis. I’m just super 

happy with this win.” There’s been no 
let-down for the 24-year-old since she 
claimed her first Grand Slam title in 
Melbourne. She admitted she was a 
bit taken aback by all the hoopla that 
attended the victory — such as a pho-
to shoot with the trophy on a gondola 
in Melbourne — but decided to just go 
with it. “I felt really weird,” she said. “It 
was just like so much attention to me 
(but) I was thinking ‘OK, I won my first 
Grand Slam, let’s just take it all in.’”

PORTO (Agencies): Inter Milan 
reached the Champions League quar-
terfinals for the first time in more 
than a decade after surviving a late 
barrage of pressure at Porto to escape 
with a 0-0 draw which took them 
through 1-0 on aggregate on Tuesday. 
It was a disappointing night for the 
home fans at a sold-out Dragao sta-

dium as the Portuguese champions 
tried in vain to wipe out the narrow 

deficit from the first leg in Italy. A dis-
ciplined Inter side seemed content to 
hold onto their lead and did not face 
a serious threat until added time. Por-
to then struck the woodwork twice 
within 30 seconds before Pepe were 
sent off for a second yellow card as 
Inter joined city rivals AC Milan in the 
quarter-final draw.

MADRID (Agencies): Spain’s anti-cor-
ruption prosecutor’s office will take 
over an investigation into alleged pay-
ments made by Barcelona to a com-
pany owned by a senior refereeing of-
ficial with a view to influencing match 
results, the state attorney general said 
on Tuesday. State attorney-general Al-
varo Garcia Ortiz ordered that the case 
be transferred from the public prosecu-
tor’s office due to the high-profile na-

ture of the allegations that could con-
stitute significant corruption offences. 
The Spanish government and Real 
Madrid have joined the complaint filed 

on Friday by prosecutors against Bar-
celona and two of the LaLiga club’s for-
mer presidents over alleged payments 
of more than €7.3 million (US$7.83 
million) from 2001 to 2018 to firms 
owned by Jose Maria Enriquez Negrei-
ra. Negreira was vice-president of the 
refereeing committee of the Spanish 
Football Association from 1993 to 2018 
under then-president Victoriano San-
chez Arminio.

ALULA: A cherished homegrown 
sport, desert-inspired fashion, tradi-
tional music and arts, dining outlets 
brimming with local produce, and 
ancient culture and heritage fused 
with modernity are part and parcel of 
the AlUla Camel Cup, the pinnacle of 
camel racing. Held under the patron-
age of Crown Prince Mohammed bin 

Salman, chairman of the Royal Com-
mission for AlUla, the inaugural event 

runs until Friday. The AlUla Camel 
Cup has been organized by the RCU 
as part of the AlUla Moments calendar 
in collaboration with the Saudi Camel 
Racing Federation. Single day tickets 
for the event cost SR50 ($13.30) and 
are available at https://tickets.expe-
riencealula.com/en/experiences/alu-
la-camel-cup-pass.

LOS ANGELES (Agencies): The Mil-
waukee Bucks became the first team to 
clinch an NBA playoff place on Tues-
day after holding off a late rally from 
the Phoenix Suns to complete a 116-
104 road victory in Arizona. Giannis 
Antetokounmpo scored 36 points with 
11 rebounds and eight assists as the 
Bucks brought up their 50th win of 
the regular season to cement their grip 
on first place at the top of the East-

ern Conference. Antetokounmpo was 
backed by 21 points from Brook Lopez 
while three other Milwaukee players 

finished in double figures. The Bucks 
now lead the Eastern Conference by 
three games from Boston with a 50-19 
record as the regular season enters its 
final stretch. But it needed a late burst 
of scoring by Milwaukee to make sure 
of victory, the Bucks stitching together 
a 24-9 run in the final seven minutes 
of the fourth quarter to pull clear after 
the Suns had edged into a 95-92 lead 
with 8min 47sec remaining.

ZAPOPAN (Agencies): Undisputed 
super-middleweight king Saul Cane-
lo Alvarez will defend his title against 
Britain’s John Ryder in Guadalajara in 
May, the first time the Mexican super-
star has fought in his homeland since 
2011. Promoters Matchroom Boxing 
said that Alvarez (58-2-2, 29 knock-
outs) will face Ryder on May 6 at the 
Estadio Akron, the home stadium of 
Liga-MX club C.D. Guadalajara. It is 
the first time Alvarez has fought in 

Mexico since defeating Kermit Cin-
tron in Mexico City in 2011. The bout 
also ties in with Mexico’s Cinco de 
Mayo holiday. “I feel really happy to 

be coming back in May because fol-
lowing my surgery, I was unsure of 
when I’d be coming back,” Alvarez, 
32, said. “Returning to the ring and 
coming back to fight in Jalisco, where 
I’m from, makes me especially happy. 
“And in John Ryder, I’m facing a very 
competitive fighter.” Alvarez will be 
defending his undisputed crown for 
the second time after beating rival 
Gennady Golovkin in their trilogy 
fight last September.

LONDON (Agencies): Mikel Arteta 
insists Arsenal will not down tools 
in the Europa League to help their 
bid to win a first Premier League title 
for 19 years. Arteta’s Premier League 
leaders sit five points clear of sec-
ond placed Manchester City with 11 
games left. Bowing out of the Europa 
League could aid the Gunners’ hopes 
of holding onto the lead in the title 

race as it would allow more recovery 
and preparation time. But Arteta does 

not share that view because the Arse-
nal boss is trying to restore a winning 
culture to a club mired in mediocrity 
for much of the past two decades. 
Arsenal host Sporting Lisbon in the 
second leg of their Europa League 
last 16 clash on Thursday with the tie 
delicately balanced after a 2-2 draw 
in Portugal last week. “Our priority is 
the two competitions,” Arteta said.

RIYADH (Agencies): Given the 
seemingly desperate state of Qatari 
football at the moment, it is worth 
remembering one thing — they are 
still Asian champions. The fact they 
were crowned champions of Asia 
just over four years ago, and yet 
now are seemingly staring into the 
abyss, shows how quickly things 
have unraveled for last year’s World 
Cup hosts. As if the embarrassment 
of their performances on the biggest 
stage was not bad enough, the sour 
taste lingered when several players, 
headlined by former Asian player of 
the year, Abdelkarim Hassan, were 
suspended by the Qatar Football 
Association for issues related to the 
World Cup camp. That was followed 

by Al-Duhail’s 7-0 humiliation at the 
hands of Al-Hilal in the AFC Cham-
pions League semi-final. The excla-
mation point was put on a misera-
ble few months when the national 
under-20 side bowed out of the AFC 
U20 Asian Cup without winning a 
game, capitulating to Australia 9-1 
in their final group game.
How did things get so bad?

Fouad El-Fdil, a former coach and 
scout at Aspire Academy, told Arab 
News: “Until the Asian Cup, that we 
won in 2019, I think we had a beau-
tiful development. “But, after that, it 
feels like we didn’t have a new plan 
for five or 10 years to keep develop-
ing and to keep pushing forward. 
“Of course, I understand that the 
budget is under pressure, especially 
with the World Cup coming, and af-
ter the World Cup we all knew that 
things would go down a little bit. 
But having a plan is more important 
than having a big budget. It all starts 
with a plan. “And also, you need to 
refresh your national team. You 
need new, ambitious, and hungry 
players to refresh the national team.

Gutsy Medvedev overcomes injury to reach  
quarters at Indian Wells

Fifa approves 2026 World Cup format  
with record 104 matches

Klopp retains hope of unlikely Liverpool  
comeback in Madrid

INDIAN WELLS (Agencies): Daniil 
Medvedev shook off a mid-match ankle 
injury to reach the Indian Wells quar-
terfinals with a gutsy 6-7(5), 7-6(5), 
7-5 victory over Germany’s Alexander 
Zverev on Tuesday, extending his win-
ning streak to 17 matches. It was an 
impressive effort from the fifth-seeded 
Russian whose tournament appeared 
over when he crashed to the court in the 
second set with what initially appeared 
to be a serious ankle injury. While 
Medvedev was able to continue and 
advance to the Indian Wells last eight 
for the first time, he said that he now 
expected to feel considerable pain and 
would likely have a scan on the ankle 
to assess the damage. “Now when the 
adrenaline goes down the body cools 
down it is going to be pretty painful and 

I am going to probably do a scan to see 
what it is and if I can continue to play,” 
said Medvedev, winner of three straight 
tournaments in Rotterdam, Doha and 
Dubai. Down a set and on serve at 3-2 
in the second, Medvedev turned over 
his ankle attempting to make a return 
and winced in pain as the trainers, 
Zverev and the tournament supervisor 
all rushed to his side as he clutched his 
right leg.

ZURICH (Agencies): The 2026 World 
Cup will have 104 matches instead of 
the traditional 64 games due to the ex-
panded format with 48 teams taking 
part, global soccer governing body Fifa 
said on Tuesday ahead of its Congress 
in Kigali, Rwanda. The 2026 edition, 
which will be co-hosted by the US, 
Canada and Mexico, will be the first 
edition of the quadrennial tournament 
where 48 teams are taking part. The 
final will be held on July 19. The new 
format will also stick to drawing four 
teams in a group after a proposal for 
16 groups of three was shot down over 
fears of collusion in the final group 
game. However, the number of groups 
will increase from eight to 12. The orig-
inal plan for the 2026 edition had a total 
of 80 matches but the decision to in-

crease the number of games to 104 was 
approved by Fifa’s council at a meet-
ing on Tuesday. Traditionally the top 
two teams from each group advance 
to the last 16 but the 2026 edition will 
also have the eight best third-placed 
teams moving into the knockout round 
of 32. “The Fifa Council unanimously 
approved the proposed amendment to 
the Fifa World Cup 2026 competition 
format” Fifa said.

MADRID (Agencies): Jurgen Klopp is 
not throwing in the towel but admits 
the chances are slim that his Liverpool 
side will overturn a three-goal deficit 
against Real Madrid in their Champions 
League last 16, second leg at the Bern-
abeu on Wednesday. Liverpool scored 
twice inside the opening 15 minutes in 
the first leg at Anfield last month, but 

then collapsed and ended up losing 5-2 
after holders Real produced a stunning 
comeback. “Three weeks ago after the 
game I said that with that result, Ma-
drid were through to the next round,” 
Klopp told a news conference on Tues-
day. “Now we know there’s a game to 
play. “(Even) if there’s only one percent 
chance (for us to overturn the result), 
I’d like to give it a try. “We’re here to 
play an extremely strong opponent and 
try to win the game. And as difficult as 
it is, that’s probably possible. Not likely 
but possible, and for that we’re here. 
We respect the competition and the op-
ponent too much not to look forward to 
this game.”
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Satellite constellations multiply  
on profit hopes, geopolitics

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The mas-
sive constellation of satellites operated 
by SpaceX, while still growing, will 
soon be joined in low Earth orbit by 
many more commercial competitors, 
but also government-sponsored pro-
grams. When firms floated the idea 
of expanding access to high-speed in-
ternet through satellite constellations 
in low Earth orbit (LEO), analysts ex-
pected only two or three companies 
would succeed. “But the number of 
players keeps growing,” Caleb Henry, 
research director at Quilty Analytics, 
told AFP at the annual SATELLITE 
conference in Washington. He said 
there are now at least eight compa-
nies vying to launch or complete their 
LEO constellations, including early 
entrants SpaceX and OneWeb, which 
could see a ballooning number of ob-
jects in orbit. Amazon alone hopes to 

launch over 3,200 satellites as part of 
its stealthy “Kuiper” project. But gov-
ernments are also keen to join the 
rush. China plans to launch 13,000 
satellites as part of its GuoWang con-
stellation, while Canada’s Telesat will 
add 300 and German start-up Rivada 
is eyeing 600. That will be in addition 
to the European Union’s Iris project – 
170 satellites – and the 300-500 satel-
lites planned to be launched by the US 
military’s Space Development Agency. 
When it comes to the satellite constel-
lation game, “people underestimated 
how sovereign interests would get in-
volved,” Henry said.
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Protesting Dutch farmers 
eye gains in elections

THE HAGUE (Agencies): Dutch vot-
ers go to the polls in local elections 
on Wednesday, with a party of angry 
farmers posing a challenge to Prime 
Minister Mark Rutte and his climate 
change plans.  The provincial vote, 
which also determines the shape of 
parliament’s upper house, comes after 
months of turbulent farmer protests 
that have won the support of former 
US president Donald Trump. Opin-
ion polls show the “Farmers-Citizen 
Movement” (BBB) -- which was only 
founded in 2019 and has just one MP 
-- could be one of Wednesday’s big 
winners at the expense of Rutte’s rul-
ing coalition. A strong showing would 
mean the farmers could ally with other 
parties in the senate to block Rutte’s 
legislation, which is expected to reduce 
livestock numbers and possibly close 
some farms. Rutte, the Netherlands’ 
longest serving leader who has been in 
power since 2010, says he has “hope” 
that the four-party coalition led by his 
centre-right VVD party can solve prob-
lems including the farm plans. The pre-
mier told Dutch television at the week-
end that the coalition has “always been 
prepared to take responsibility under 
difficult circumstances” and dismissed 
speculation he could quit. But farmers 
in the Netherlands -- a nation of near-
ly 18 million people that is the world’s 
second largest agricultural exporter af-
ter the United States -- say the govern-
ment has ignored them.

Senegal opposition party launches protest over leader’s trial
Dakar (AFP/APP): Thousands of 
supporters of Senegalese opposition 
leader Ousmane Sonko rallied in 
Dakar on Tuesday, the first of sev-
eral days of protests as the country 
prepares for elections in less than a 
year. Tensions are rising ahead of the 
vote in a country seen as a democrat-
ic mainstay in the region, amid spec-
ulation that President Macky Sall 
could bypass the constitution and 
seek a third presidential term. The 
demonstration called by the Liber-
ate the People coalition was the first 
authorised by authorities in recent 
months. “In 2024, no one will be able 
to stop us from taking this country,” 
Sonko told his followers. “I don’t 

believe in Macky Sall’s institutions 
because he himself doesn’t respect 
them,” he said, calling on his sup-
porters to back him in big numbers 
at a court appearance on Thursday. 
“I came to support Ousmane Sonko 
in his fight against injustice and cor-
ruption,” Mohamed Dia, a 32-year-

old telecommunications technician, 
told AFP. Sonko is expected in court 
Thursday after being sued by Tour-
ism Minister Mame Mbaye Niang for 
“defamation, insult and forgery”. He 
accuses Sonko of defaming him in 
relation to his management of a com-
munity agriculture programme. He 
also faces separate charges of rape 
and making death threats, based on a 
complaint by an employee at a beau-
ty salon where he was getting a mas-
sage. Sonko has denied the charges 
and accused authorities of trying to 
silence him and his party with arbi-
trary arrests and “the instrumental-
isation of the justice system against 
opponents”.

The battle to save 
Cambodia’s river 

dolphins from extinction

More than 220 killed 
by record-breaking 

Cyclone Freddy

Honduras says plans 
to open diplomatic 
relations with China

KRATIÉ, CAMBODIA (AFP/APP): 
Bulging grey heads break the turbid 
waters of the Mekong River in Cambo-
dia as a pod of rare Irrawaddy dolphins 
surfaces to breathe, drawing excited 
murmurs from tourists watching from 
nearby boats. The thrilling sight may 
soon be no more than a memory, as 
numbers of the endangered mammals 
dwindle despite efforts to preserve 
them. Cambodia has announced tough 
new restrictions on fishing in the vast 
river to try and reduce the number of 
dolphins killed in nets. But in a country 
with limited financial resources, it’s a 
huge challenge to enforce the rules on 
a river hundreds of metres wide that is 
dotted with islets and lined with dense 
undergrowth. “We fear we cannot 
protect them,” says river guard Phon 
Pharong during a patrol searching for 
illegal gillnets.

Malawi (Agencies): Tropical Cyclone 
Freddy hit the coast of Southern Afri-
ca for a second time over the weekend, 
bringing its total death toll to more than 
220 people in Malawi, Mozambique 
and Madagascar. The month-long 
storm has broken at least one record 
and could break two more, meteorol-
ogists say. As climate change causes 
warmer oceans, heat energy from the 
water’s surface is fuelling stronger 
storms.

Tegucigalpa (Agencies): Honduras 
President Xiomara Castro has said she 
wants her country to open official dip-
lomatic ties with China, in a move that 
would end its official relationship with 
the self-ruled island of Taiwan. Castro, 
who said during her election campaign 
in 2021 that she would switch ties 
to Beijing before later backtracking, 
wrote on Twitter on Tuesday night that 
she had instructed her foreign minister 
to begin the process of recognising the 
People’s Republic of China. The move 
was “a sign of my determination to 
comply with the Government Plan and 
expand borders freely,” she wrote. “We 
have to look at things very pragmati-
cally and seek the best benefit for the 
Honduran people,” Honduran Foreign 
Minister Eduardo Reina later told lo-
cal television, according to the Reuters 
news agency.

China says it is conducting maritime drills  
in Gulf of Oman with Iran, Russia from March 15-19

Syria President Assad arrives in Moscow,  
will meet Putin

Israel: former air force officer sent  
to prison for sexual assault

Saudi Arabia to host Arab Summit in May: Arab League Chief

China expected to prepare for AUKUS nuclear submarine program 
with underwater buildups

BEIJING (Agencies): China, Iran and 
Russia are conducting joint maritime 
drills in the Gulf of Oman from March 
15-19, the Chinese defense ministry 
said on Wednesday. The drills will help 
“deepen practical cooperation among 
the navies of participating countries,” 
the ministry said. 

MOSCOW (Agencies): Syrian Pres-
ident, Bashar Al-Assad, arrived in 
Moscow on Tuesday on his first offi-
cial visit outside the Middle East since 
last month’s devastating earthquake, 
according to a statement from the 
Syrian Presidency via the Telegram 
messaging app, Reuters reports. 
Assad will hold talks with Russian 
President, Vladimir Putin, during his 
visit, alongside a large Syrian minis-
terial delegation, the statement said. 
A Kremlin statement said the two 
leaders would discuss cooperation in 
the political, trade and humanitarian 
spheres”, as well as prospects for an 
overall settlement of the situation in 
and around Syria”. Russia launched a 
military campaign in Syria in 2015 that 
helped to turn the tide in a civil war in 
favour of Assad, with massive aerial 
bombardment of opposition-held ar-
eas. It helped Assad to regain much 

of the territory he lost to rebels who 
sought to topple him. Moscow has 
since expanded its military facilities in 
the country with a permanent air base 
at Hmeymim in Syria’s Latakia prov-
ince. Russia’s naval base in the Medi-
terranean coastal city of Tartous is the 
ussian Navy’s only permanent warm 
water port outside the former Soviet 
Union. Western intelligence sources 
say Russia’s costly war in Ukraine has 
forced it to push some assets from Syr-
ia, although the country remains Mos-
cow’s firmest foothold on the southern 
flank of NATO.

TEL AVIV (Agencies): A former Israeli 
Air Force officer has been imprisoned 
for sexually assaulting two of his fe-
male subordinates. The officer, whose 
name has not been made public, was 
sentenced to just four years and nine 
months in prison by a military court 
on Sunday. “The offences were com-
mitted using force and using his com-
mand authority over the victims,” 
the Israel Defence Forces (IDF) said 
yesterday. The former lieutenant was 
also given a suspended sentence, or-
dered to pay the victims NIS 33,000 
($9,100), and demoted to the rank of 
airman, reported the Times of Israel. 
He was detained in January last year 
following allegations of sexual abuse 
and has been held in custody ever 
since. He was convicted in September 
on six counts of sexual assault, includ-

ing sodomy and five indecent acts by 
force against the two female soldiers 
who served in his unit. “The Military 
Advocate General is accompanying 
the victims of the crime, updating 
them on developments, and granting 
them all the rights they are entitled to 
according to law,” confirmed the IDF. 
Although the IDF claimed that it deals 
with sexual abuse by armed forces 
personnel “with severity”, it has been 
criticised for its inability to address the 
phenomenon of sexual violence.

CAIRO (Agencies): The upcoming 
Arab Summit will be held in Saudi 
Arabia in May, Arab League Secre-
tary-General, Ahmed Aboul Gheit, 
said Tuesday, Anadolu News Agen-
cy reports. Speaking during a joint 
press conference with caretaker Leb-
anese Prime Minister, Najib Mikati, 
in Beirut, Aboul Gheit said the Sum-
mit is likely to focus on economic is-
sues. “The main topic of the Summit 
is likely to be economic, to deal with 
how to help the needy Arab regions,” 

he added. Mikati, for his part, under-
lined the importance for the Summit 
“to adopt economic ideas and initia-
tives that contribute to achieving the 
development goals in the Arab coun-

tries.” Aboul Gheit’s visit to Lebanon 
came a few days after Saudi Arabia 
and Iran agreed, on Friday, to re-
sume bilateral relations during talks 
facilitated by China. Aboul Gheit 
termed the Saudi-Iranian agreement 
as “very positive”. “The outcome of 
the initial Saudi-Iranian Summit is 
to establish a kind of political and 
security stability between the two 
countries, but its repercussions on all 
issues in the region are not yet clear,” 
he added.

BEIJING (Agencies): The leaders of 
Australia, the UK and the US announced 
details of the AUKUS nuclear-powered 
submarine program in California on 
Monday, a move that experts said on 
Tuesday is a part of a threatening un-
derwater encirclement designed by the 
US to militarily confront China, and that 
China will need to prepare to defend it-
self. The so-called AUKUS trilateral se-
curity partnership and the promotion of 
cutting-edge military technology coop-
eration, including nuclear submarines 

between the three countries, come un-
der a typical Cold War mentality that will 
only stimulate an arms race, sabotage 
international nuclear non-proliferation 
systems and harm regional peace and 
stability, said Wang Wenbin, a spokes-
person for China’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, at a regular press conference on 

Tuesday in response to the  announce-
ment. The program, widely reported 
by major media outlets from the three 
countries, is summarized by analysts as 
a three-step plan that will first see four 
submarines from the US and one Brit-
ish sub start rotating through a base in 
Western Australia from as early as 2027, 
which will immediately turn the coun-
try into a forward deployment base of 
mainly the US as a part of the latter’s 
attempt to militarily contain China, said 
Chinese military experts.


