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MOSCOW (Agencies): Ukraine 
launched two drone attacks overnight 
intended to strike the Kremlin resi-
dence of Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, his office has reported. The air-
craft were downed using measures 
designed to counter electronic warfare 
and caused no casualties or damage, 
according to a statement. Moscow con-
siders the incident an act of terrorism. 
The incident occurred late on Tuesday 
night, and both unmanned aircraft fell 
on the grounds of the iconic Moscow 
complex, according to the president’s 
office. Putin’s schedule was not affect-
ed, and he is working on Wednesday, at 
his residence outside Moscow. Russia 
reserves the right to retaliate in a man-
ner, place and time of its choosing, the 
statement noted. “We consider this a 
preplanned terrorist action and an at-
tempt against the Russian president,” it 

added. The incident happened “ahead 
of Victory Day [when Russia celebrates 
the World War II defeat of Nazi Germa-
ny] and the parade on May 9, when for-
eign guests plan to be present.” 
- The head of the private military com-
pany Wagner Group, Yevgeny Pri-
gozhin, said on Wednesday that the 
Ukrainian forces had begun their coun-
terattack in Artyomovsk (known in 

Ukrainian as Bakhmut) and are threat-
ening to overwhelm his undersupplied 
troops. Wagner forces advanced more 
than 200 meters on Wednesday, sus-
taining 116 fatalities and leaving less 
than three square kilometers of the 
Donbass city in Ukrainian possession, 
Prigozhin said in an audio clip shared 
online. However the PMCs leader then 
announced that the Ukrainian military 

has “...begun its counterattack,” with 
“...unlimited manpower and ammuni-
tion.” Meanwhile, he painted a dire pic-
ture of Wagner’s own situation, saying 
“ammunition shortages are acute” and 
his troops have enough rounds remain-
ing “for just a few days.” The Russian 
Defense Ministry is refusing to issue ar-
tillery ammunition to Wagner, “ignoring 
our every request,” Prigozhin claimed. 
Wagner forces have been at the fore-
front of street fighting in Artyomovsk, 
known by Ukrainians as Bakhmut, a 
key rail and road junction in Donbass. 
Kiev has funneled tens of thousands of 
soldiers to the city, even as Wagner and 
other Russian troops established fire 
control over all the supply roads, leav-
ing the Ukrainians half surrounded.
- A fire broke out overnight at an oil 
storage facility in Russia’s Krasnodar 
Region following a suspected drone 

strike, TASS news agency reported cit-
ing a source in the local emergency ser-
vices. No injuries have been reported, 
and local residents are not in danger, 
the official added.
- The US diplomatic mission in 
Ukraine’s capital has advised Ameri-
cans not to ignore air alarms and shelter 
appropriately, warning that the security 
situation could deteriorate rapidly fol-
lowing an attempted drone attack on 
the Kremlin, which Russian officials 
have pinned on Kiev. The US Depart-
ment of State issued a security alert 
about a “heightened threat of missile 
attacks” across Ukraine on Wednesday 
night, citing a “recent uptick in strikes 
across Ukraine and inflammatory rhet-
oric from Moscow.” Earlier in the day, 
Russian officials warned of “retalia-
tion” for Ukrainian drone attack on the 
Kremlin.

 Putin survives Ukraine drone attack
- Ukrainian counteroffensive has started : Wagner boss    - Fire erupts at another Russian oil facility  - US embassy in Kiev fears ‘missile attacks’

US troops ordered to Mexico border for migrant surge

Press freedoms shrink, journalists targeted:  
UN and media

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Pen-
tagon said Tuesday it will deploy more 
troops to help provide security at the 
US-Mexico border as officials fear a 
surge in migrant crossing attempts 
when Covid-19 immigration restrictions 
end on May 11. Some 1,500 troops will 
be sent to the border, adding to the 2,500 
already there to support Border Patrol 
authorities in the face of a possible gush 
of frontier crossings. “For 90 days, these 
1,500 military personnel will fill critical 
capability gaps, such as ground-based 
detection and monitoring, data entry, 
and warehouse support,” spokesman 
Brig. Gen. Pat Ryder said in a statement. 
On May 11, President Joe Biden’s ad-
ministration will lift Title 42, the strict 
protocol implemented by previous 
president Donald Trump to deny entry 
to migrants and expel asylum seekers 
based on the Covid pandemic emer-
gency. With the easing of coronavirus 
regulations — including Monday’s de-

cision to end vaccination requirements 
for inbound travelers — the Biden ad-
ministration can no longer justify using 
Title 42 to stem migration. Instead, the 
administration plans to deter undocu-
mented migrants using Title 8, which 
essentially criminalizes illegal border 
crossings, making future legal residen-
cy impossible. Washington says hopeful 
migrants and asylum seekers must now 
register for interviews with immigration 
officials from their own countries, or 
countries they pass through to reach the 
border. The interviews can be arranged 
on a new smartphone app, CBP One.

United Nations (AFP/APP): Press free-
dom is under attack in every corner of 
the globe, with journalists continually 
harassed, jailed and killed, UN officials 
and media outlets warned Tuesday. 
Speaking ahead of World Press Free-
dom Day on Wednesday, UN Secre-
tary-General Antonio Guterres issued 
a rallying cry for journalists and media 
worldwide. “All our freedom depends 
on press freedom,” he said in a video 
message, calling it the “foundation of 
democracy and justice” and the “life-

blood of human rights.” “But in every 
corner of the world, freedom of the 
press is under attack,” Guterres added, 
addressing a conference held at UN 
headquarters in New York. Highlight-
ing the problem, UNESCO awarded 
its 2023 World Press Freedom Prize to 
three Iranian women, two journalists 
and a human rights activist, who have 
been jailed. While Guterres did not 
cast blame on specific countries, other 
speakers highlighted individual cases, 
such as that of Wall Street Journal re-
porter Evan Gershkovich, detained in 
Russia on espionage charges he has 
rejected. “The fight for press freedom, 
the fight for Evan’s release is a fight 
for everybody’s freedom,” Wall Street 
Journal publisher Almar Latour told 
the forum.

US Air Force prepares to retire U-2 spy 
planes in 2026

Kevin Costner and wife Christine Baumgartner 
are getting a divorce

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The US 
Air Force is forging ahead with its plan 
to retire the storied U-2 Dragon Lady 
spy aircraft in fiscal 2026, as part of a 
years long effort to reshape how the 
service surveils American adversaries 
from above. Air Force leaders have con-
sidered retiring the U-2 fleet for nearly 
two decades, asking Congress in some 
years to ditch the Cold War-era work-
horse or, in others, to retire the RQ-4 
Global Hawk drones that were meant 
to replace it. Now both are on the chop-
ping block. If Congress approves the di-
vestment and lets the Air Force retire its 
remaining RQ-4s one year later, the ser-
vice would finish out the decade without 
the high-altitude reconnaissance air-
craft that peer across borders and track 
enemy movements. Sen. Ted Budd, 
R-N.C., noted the service’s plan for the 
U-2 on Tuesday in a Senate Armed 
Services Committee hearing on the De-
partment of the Air Force’s fiscal 2024 
budget request. The pending retire-
ment was briefly mentioned in military 

budget documents released earlier this 
spring. The service’s previous spending 
requests have foreshadowed the end of 
the U-2 fleet in the mid-2020s, including 
in its asks for fiscal 2021 and 2022. Last 
year’s request did not specify when the 
airframe would retire but zeroed out 
modernization funds after 2025. The 
newest slate of budget documents ac-
knowledges that the Air Force plans to 
keep the U-2 fleet viable through the 
end of September 2025, before shift-
ing that money to higher priorities. The 
Air Force said it expects Congress to 
remove legislative language that has 
blocked the jet’s retirement in the past, 
allowing the service to “move forward 
with U-2 divestment in FY 2026.”

NEW YORK (CNN/Agencies): In a 
statement shared with CNN on Tues-
day, Costner’s representative Arnold 
Robinson said that “circumstances be-
yond his control have transpired which 
have resulted in Mr. Costner having 
to participate in a dissolution of mar-
riage action.” Robinson continued with 
a request that Costner’s, Baumgart-
ner’s, “and their children’s privacy be 
respected as they navigate this difficult 
time.” The “Dances with Wolves” star 
wed Baumgartner, a handbag design-

er and former model, in Colorado in 
2004. The pair initially met on a golf 
course, and years later reconnected 
at a restaurant opening. Costner and 
Baumgartner share three children, and 
Costner also has four other children 
from previous relationships, including 
with his first wife Cindy Silva, to whom 
he was married from 1978 to 1994. In 
February, one month after Costner won 
a Golden Globe for his performance on 
“Yellowstone,” he made reference to 
his wife on social media, who helped 
celebrate his achievement when they 
were unable to attend the awards event 
due to flooding near their home. “We 
watched from home and it wasn’t the 
same,” Costner said in a video as he re-
counted what it was like to watch the 
show remotely.

Islamic Jihad  
announces truce after 

Gaza rocket fire

Agreement signed  
to establish Climate 
Tech Hub in Seoul

GAZA CITY (AFP/APP):Palestinian 
freedom fighters group Islamic Ji-
had announced a truce around Gaza 
Wednesday, after it traded fire with Isra-
el following the death in Israeli custody 
of a hunger striker from its ranks. One 
Palestinian was killed and five wound-
ed in pre-dawn air strikes Israel carried 
out in retaliation for alleged rocket fire 
from Gaza, the territory’s health min-
istry said. But mediators from Qatar, 
Egypt and the United Nations succeed-
ed in brokering a return to calm from 4 
am (0100 GMT), sources in Islamic Ji-
had and fellow group Hamas told AFP. 
Egypt -- a peace broker between Israel 
and Palestinian groups in previous con-
flicts -- corroborated the truce, though 
Israel did not immediately confirm any 
agreement. “We managed to reach a 
calm with both sides responding to it 
from this morning,” an Egyptian secu-
rity source told AFP on condition of an-
onymity. The Israeli army said the last 
warning sirens sounded near the Gaza 
border at around 5:30 am (0230 GMT).

NCHEON (APP): The Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) and the Republic of 
Korea here on Wednesday signed three 
strategic agreements to build resilience 
among developing economies of Asia 
and the Pacific by promoting access to 
climate technology, improving access 
to digital services, and enhancing sus-
tainable and inclusive infrastructure 
development through public–private 
partnerships (PPPs). The agreements 
were signed by ADB President Masat-
sugu Asakawa and Choo Kyung-ho, 
Deputy Prime Minister Republic of 
Korea and Minister of Finance on the 
sidelines of ADB’s 56th Annual Meet-
ing. In the first agreement, ADB and the 
Government of the Republic of Korea 
have agreed to work towards establish-
ing an ADB-Korea Climate Technology 
Hub (K-Hub) in Seoul to connect ADB’s 
developing member countries (DMCs) 
to cutting-edge climate technology, 
experts, service providers, and other 
stakeholders in the climate tech ecosys-
tem. Through the K-Hub, DMCs will be 
able to access and implement solutions 
to challenges posed by climate change.

Singapore selects Colt’s IAR as new section 
automatic weapon

SINGAPORE (Janes/Agencies): The 
Singapore Army has selected American 
firearms manufacturer Colt’s Infantry 
Automatic Rifle 6940 (IAR6940) as the 
new section automatic weapon (SAW) 
to replace in-service ST Engineering’s 
5.56 mm Ultimax 100 Mk2 light ma-
chine gun (LMG). “As part of continued 
force modernisation efforts, our army 
has conducted extensive trials and eval-
uations of various weapon models. The 
Colt IAR6940 has been assessed to be a 
suitable replacement for the SAW,” the 
Singapore Ministry of Defence (MIN-
DEF) told Janes. At the time of publi-

cation, the MINDEF had not replied to 
Janes request for comment about the 
number of rifles to be procured, the bud-
get, and the timeline for induction into 
the army. Janes learnt that Colt’s IAR 
was competing with Heckler & Koch’s 
M27 5.56 mm IAR for the Singapore Ar-
my’s new SAW selection programme.

 PLA’s 80th Group Army receives armoured vehicles 
BEIJING (Agencies): Northern The-
atre Command (NTC) of the People’s 
Liberation Army (PLA) has inducted 
several ground force components 
including ZBL-09 infantry fighting 
vehicles (IFVs), ZSL-10 armoured 
personnel carriers (APCs), and ZTL-
11 fire support vehicles (FSVs). A 
video clip of the equipment-deploy-
ing exercise released by state-owned 
broadcaster China Central Televi-
sion (CCTV) confirms the delivery 
of at least 34 armoured vehicles in 
the 203rd Medium Combined Arms 
Brigade of PLA’s 80th Group Army. 
The delivery comprises 18 ZBL-09 
IFVs, six ZTL-11 FSVs, four ZSL-10 
APCs, four ZBL-09 communication 
platforms (CPs), and two ZBL-09 

bridging platforms (BPs). According 
to Janes Land Warfare Platforms: Ar-
moured Fighting Vehicles, the ZBL-
09 is China North Industries Group 
Corporation’s (Norinco’s) 8×8 fam-
ily of IFVs designed to provide the 
PLA with a modern and capable 
vehicle to replace ZSL-92 armoured 
fighting vehicles in service.
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PESHAWAR (APP): Pakistan Flour 
Mills Association Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (PFMA-KP) on Wednesday 
urged the Prime Minister to take 
notice of ban on wheat transporta-
tion from Punjab to KP and other 
provinces. Addressing a press con-
ference here, chairman PFMA-KP 
Muhammad Iqbal said that under 
Article 151 of the constitution the 
ban on wheat transportation was un-
constitutional, adding that the Prime 
Minister, Chief Ministers Punjab 
and KP should have to take notice 
of the issue and order removal of 
all the check posts of the police and 
other agencies set up by the Punjab 
Government to stop the transpor-
tation of wheat to other provinces. 
He further called for steps to avert 
such ban on edible items especially 
on wheat in future and provide re-

lief to KP people and flour mill in-
dustry. He said that at present, there 
are abundant reserves of wheat in 
the province of Punjab and the food 
department under its wheat pro-
curement policy allowed flour mills 
of Punjab to purchase wheat, how-
ever due to ban on transportation of 
wheat to other provinces, the people 
are forced to purchase flour at the 
rate of Rs 3000 to 4000 per 20kg. 
He said that PFMA-KP requests the 
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Shehbaz 
Sharif, the Governor KP Ghulam Ali, 
KP Chief Minister Azam Khan, KP 
Food Minister, Chief Secretary and 
the Food Department to allow KP 
flour mills to freely purchase wheat 
from the private market of Punjab so 
that the closed flour mill industry of 
KP could restart their operation and 
provide cheap and quality flour to 

the people of KP. He urged the Prime 
Minister to announce a special relief 
package for KP flour mills so that 
the unemployed labourers could get 
back to their jobs He deplored that 
a petition over the issue was filed in 
the Supreme Court of Pakistan in 
the month of August last year but 
despite the passage of 10 months, no 
hearing was conducted. Iqbal said 
that the Chief Justice of Pakistan 
should have to take notice of the 
violation of Article 151 and fixed a 
date for a hearing on the petition of 
PFMA as soon as possible. He said 
that the flour mills industry in the 
province is in dire straits due to eco-
nomic crisis and militancy while on 
the other hand, the Punjab govern-
ment has imposed on transportation 
of wheat to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, 
using the pretext of smuggling.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Provincial 
Meteorological Center Peshawar on 
Wednesday predicted mainly partly 
cloudy to cloudy weather over most 
districts of the province during the 
next 24 hours. However, it said that 
widespread rain-wind/thunderstorm 
(with isolated heavy rainfall/ hail-
storm) is likely to occur over Chi-
tral, Lower & Upper Dir, Swat, Bun-

er, Malakand, Shangla, Kohistan, 
Torghar, Battagram, Mansehra, Ab-
bottabad, Haripur, Swabi, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Peshawar, Charsadda, 
Bajaur, Mohmand, Khyber, Kurram, 
Hangu, Orakzai, Karak, Kohat, Lak-
ki Marwat, Bannu, Tank, D. I. Khan, 
North & South Waziristan districts. 
During the last 24 hours, mainly 
partly cloudy/dry weather prevailed 
over most districts of the prov-
ince. However, thunderstorm-rain 
(with isolated heavy rainfall) with 
gusty winds occurred at scattered 
places in Abbottabad, Mansehra, 
Lower & Upper Dir, Swat, Mardan, 
Nowshera, Mohmand, Bajaur, Kohat 
and Kurram districts. Rain (record-

ed in mm): Kakul 61, Buner 26, Mal-
amajaba 22, Balakot 19, Parachinar 
18, Timergara 15, Bajaur (Khaar 
& Pashat 08), Takht Bhai 06, Dir 
& Saidu Sharif (each) 05, Mamad 
Gut 04, Kohat 02, Risalpur & Cherat 
(each) 01. The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded in cen-
tigrade at different stations of the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa were Pesha-
war City 28/19, Chitral 26/10, Tim-
ergara 22/14, Dir 23/11, Mirkhani 
24/10, Kalam 16/05, Drosh 23/13, 
Saidu Sharif 25/14, Pattan 23/17, 
Malam Jabba 12/06, Takht Bhai 
28/17, Kakul 28/17, Balakot 20/10, 
Parachinar 19/05, Bannu 30/18, 
Cherat 25/13, D.I. Khan 29/19.

PFMA-KP for removal of ban on wheat transportation from Punjab  
to other province

Cloudy weather with widespread rain, thunderstorms predicted for KP

Emergency Numbers
Organization Phone No
Rescue 1122 HQrs 091-2264224-25
Rescue 1122 
Mardan

0937-9230770

Fire Brigade Cantt: 091-9212534

Fire Brigade City 091-2566666
Police Emergency 091-9212222
Edhi Ambulance 091-2214575
Red Crescent 
Ambulance

091-2210836

Emergency 
Ambulance

091-2590846

Civil Defence, 
Peshawar

091-9212176

Lady Reading 
Hospital

091-9211430

HMC Peshawar 091-9217140-46
KTH Peshawar 091-9216340-8
Irnam Hospital 091-9216115
Mission Hospital 091-2212371
Al-Khidmat 
Hospital

091-2215945

Fauji Foundation 
Hospital

091-9212771-4

Frontier 
Foundation Blood 
Services

091-5703463

Hamza 
Foundation, 
Peshawar

091-5841632

Sui Gas, Peshawar 091-9213016
Wapda Complaint 
Peshawar

091-9212041

PIA, Peshawar 091-9213351
Airport Inquiry 114
Railway Inquiry 117

FOREX RATES
Currency Buying Selling

US Dollar 286.35 289.25

China Yuan 40.99 41.39

Japanese Yen 2.05 2.1

Saudi Riyal 75 78.5

U.A.E Dirham 77.5 78.3

UK Pound 359 362

Euro 313.5 316.5

Australian Dollar 188 190

Canadian Dollar 212 214.5

GOLD PRICE IN PAK
Gold Rate 24K Gold 22K Gold 21K Gold 18K Gold 

Per Tola 
Gold

Rs 
221,000

Rs 
202,582

Rs 
193,375

Rs 
165,750

Per 10 
Gram 

Rs 
189,472

Rs 
173,682

Rs 
165,788

Rs 
142,104

Per Gram 
Gold 

Rs 18,947 Rs 17,368 Rs 16,579 Rs 14,210

Per 
Ounce 

Rs 
537,145

Rs 
492,381

Rs 
470,002

Rs 
402,859

Huge quantity of arms, ammunition recovered 
in Kohat

Over 239.8mln people enumerated till May 03: PBS

KP Information Directorate employees, journalists 
protest against appointment of non cadre DG

Govt to establish education city in  
South Waziristan: Official

ANP announces to start new membership campaignMohmand Press Club rejects appointment of 
new DG Information KP

Power suspension in Mingora, Batkhela, 
Khwazakhela notified

KP mulls reduction in BRT subsidy

Role of free press in egalitarian society undoubted, 
says KP Caretaker CM

PESHAWAR (APP): Kohat police 
on Wednesday foiled an attempt of 
arms’ smuggling and recovered a 
huge quantity of foreign-made arms 
and ammunition from a truck on 
Indus Highway, Kohat. DPO Kohat, 
Jamil ur Rehman told media persons 
that during an intelligence-based op-
eration, a truck was intercepted at 
Indus Highway near Toll Plaza and 
a huge quantity of arms and ammu-
nition was recovered from its secret 
components. He said during the ac-
tion two inter-provincial arms smug-

glers were also taken into custody. 
The recovered arms and ammuni-
tion included foreign-made rocket 
launchers, repeaters, hand grenades 
and hundreds of cartridges. The re-
covered arms and ammunition were 
being smuggled to Peshawar through 
Darra Adam Khel. The arrested arms 
smugglers identified as Samiullah 
and Ayub khan of Kurram district 
were shifted to Riaz Shaheed police 
station where a case was registered 
against them and further investiga-
tion was initiated.

PESHAWAR (APP): The Paki-
stan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) on 
Wednesday said that during the on-
going 7th population and household 
census, 239,782,259 people had been 
enumerated nationwide as of May 
03. According to official data, the 
process of enumeration would con-
tinue till May 15 and all the relevant 
officials have been directed to com-
plete their tasks within the stipulated 
time. It said that out of 156 districts, 
100 percent of work had been com-
pleted in 122 districts while 90 per-
cent of work had been completed in 
the remaining districts, adding that 
work would continue in big cities 
like Karachi, Lahore, and Rawalpin-

di till May 15. PBS said that based on 
the enumerated population till the 
end of April the annual population 
growth rate between 2017 and 2023 
was 1.92 percent and was expected 
to rise slightly with the remaining 
uncounted population being added 
to the total. It said that the overall 
growth rate was down from 2.38 
percent annually between the 1998 
and 2017 censuses. The bureau said 
that as per the directives of the Prime 
Minister, complaint centres had been 
set up at the Tehsil level and people 
could approach these centres in case 
of any complaint, adding that PBS 
could also directly be contacted on 
the toll-free number 0800-57574.

PESHAWAR (APP): The employ-
ees of the Information Directorate 
went on strike to protest against 
the appointment of non cadre Di-
rector General Information. The 
Department Officers Association 
associated with the Information 
Directorate also participated in the 
strike, and senior journalists from 
tribal districts of South Waziristan, 
North Waziristan, President Wana 
Press club Zafar khan Wazir, sta-
tion manager Wana Pukhtoonkhwa 

Radio Zahid Wazir supported the 
protest. Employees of the Informa-
tion Directorate demanded the ap-
pointment of the DG Information 
from within the directorate. Recent-
ly, senior journalist Shamim Shahid 
has stopped the press conference of 
the caretaker information minister 
against the appointment and said 
that the appointment of a bureau-
crat in this position is a violation of 
the rights of the employees of the 
Information Department.

SOUTH WAZIRISTAN (APP): The 
government would establish a mega 
education city in South Waziristan 
tribal district to equip students with 
quality education. KP Higher Edu-
cation Department official told APP 
on Tuesday that the proposed edu-
cation city would be setup on 7,000 
kanal in South Waziristan where 
vast land was available for its con-
struction. He said additional land 
would also be procured for expan-
sion of the education city to cater 
future requirements. The Universi-
ty of Education Technology Pesha-
war and Agriculture University of 

Science and Technology, Peshawar 
have shown a willingness to es-
tablish their campus in the educa-
tion city. Besides the University of 
Science and Technology Swat and 
Shaheed Benazir Bhutto Universi-
ty Peshawar, he said other top pri-
vate sector universities would also 
establish their campuses there. He 
said land would be provided by the 
government to the universities while 
the latter would construct campuses 
with own finances. He said the pro-
motion of education was essential to 
alleviate poverty and combat illiter-
acy in merged areas.

PESHAWAR (APP): Awami Nation-
al Party (ANP) here on Tuesday 
announced to start a new member-
ship campaign and reorganization 
of the party. According to a release 
issued from Bacha Khan Markaz, a 
six-member central election com-
mission has also been formulated 
under the headship of Mian Iftikhar 
Hussain to look after the campaign. 

It was decided that the membership 
campaign would start from July 1 
till September 30 while village and 
neighbourhood councils would be 
constituted from October 1 to No-
vember 30. The central membership 
drive would start in January 2024 
and old party organizations would 
perform constitutional duties till the 
establishment of new organizations.

PESHAWAR (APP): Mohmand 
Press Club on Wednesday rejected 
the appointment of the new Director 
General (DG) Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Information Department by the pro-
vincial caretaker government and 
demanded immediate withdrawal 
of the notification. In an emergency 
meeting of the press club, President 
Shakir Ullah Mohmand, Deputy 
Chairman Tribal Union of Journal-
ists Gul Muhammad and other office 
bearers said that the appointment of 
an officer other than the Informa-

tion department as DG Information 
was unjustified and condemnable. 
They said that Mohmand Press Club 
would fully support the stance of 
Senior Journalist Shamim Shahid, 
Peshawar Press Club and officials 
of the Directorate of KP Information 
and said that any such appointment 
would not be accepted. They said 
that if the caretaker government 
would not withdraw the notification 
of the new DG, the journalists’ com-
munity would extend the scope of 
their protests.

PESHAWAR (APP): Peshawar Electric 
Supply Company (Pesco) on Wednes-
day notified that due to maintenance 
work power supply will remain sus-
pended from132 KV Shangla/Besh-
am Grid Station on 4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 
9thand 10th May from 8:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m. resultantly consumers of 132 
KV Maira and Shangla grid connected 
with 11 KV feeders will face inconve-
nience. It said that power supply will 
also remain suspended from 132 KV 
Mingora Grid Station 4th, 6th, 7th, 
8th, 9th and 10th May from 8:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. due to which consumers 
of 11 KV Malam Jabba, Saidu Hos-
pital, Bandhai, Mingora 1,2, Kabal, 
Mingora 3,4,5, Kabal 2,3,4, Gulkadra, 
Marghazar, Senior Hospital, Gogdara, 
Takhtaband, Qambar, Singar, Kanjo-

Cantt, MES, Haji Baba, Saidu Baba, 
Bara Bandai, Shahdara, Hospital Ex-
press, Dardyal and Ajrangfeeders will 
face inconvenience. The power supply 
will remain suspended from 132 KV 
Khwazakhela Grid Station 4th, 6th, 
7th, 8th, 9th and 10th May from 8:00 
a.m.to 2:00 p.m. resultantly consum-
ers of 11 KV New Khwazakhela, Shin, 
Charbagh, Shangla, Matta, Charbagh 
Express, Matta 3, Chopriyal, Baidara, 
DarweshKhela and Express Shawar 
feeders will face inconvenience. The 
power supply will remain suspended 
from 132 KV Shangla Grid Station on 
4th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th and 10th May 
from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. resultantly 
consumers of 11 KV Alpuri, Puran and 
YakhTangay feeders will face inconve-
nience.

PESHAWAR (APP): Following res-
ervations shown by the office bear-
ers of the caretaker Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa (KP) government and in 
the wake of financial issues faced 
by the province, a reduction in the 
subsidy provided for the Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) was being considered. 
Official sources on Wednesday said 
that scrutiny of BRT employees in-
ducted from other districts was also 
being carried out. The sources said 
a subsidy of Rs 3 billion was being 
provided to this project on an annu-
al basis, however due to financial 
issues of the province, a reduction 
in this subsidy was being consid-

ered. The official sources said that 
a reduction of Rs one billion was 
being mulled in the BRT subsidy 
that would cause an increase in BRT 
fares and abolishment of additional 
staff services. The sources said that 
hundreds of inductions were made 
in BRT during the past KP govern-
ment while 55 BRT vehicles were 
still nonoperational. Despite an ex-
penditure of hefty 92 billion rupees 
on the BRT project, the sources 
said the construction of three BRT 
commercial plazas was yet to be 
completed and an additional cost of 
around 12 billion rupees was need-
ed to complete these structures.

PESHAWAR (APP): Caretaker Chief 
Minister Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Mu-
hammad Azam Khan has said that 
the role of free press in the estab-
lishment of independent and bal-
anced society is undoubted. In a 
message issued here on Tuesday on 
the eve of the World Press Freedom 
Day, he said that journalism is an 
important element and recognized 
as fourth pillar of democratic state. 
He said that the right of the freedom 
of expression is the foundation of 
the protection of all other human 
rights, which is essential for the set-
ting up of a successful and peaceful 
society. The Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter said that the purpose of the ob-
servance of the day on one hand is 
to highlight the importance of the 
free of expression and pay tributes 
to those journalists, who have sac-
rificed their lives in the struggle 
for the right of expression and su-
premacy of rights and truth. He was 

of the view that the freedom of ex-
pression is one of the fundamental 
human rights, which is also men-
tioned in the international charter 
of human rights. He said that in the 
present modern era wherein right 
and wrong, truth and lying, injustice 
and justice are combating each oth-
ers, the importance of the responsi-
ble press and freedom of expression 
have increased further, saying that 
is the reason behind the observing 
of the Press Freedom Day across 
the world. The chief minister said 
that media and journalist commu-
nity have played major role in the 
salvation of democracy, stability of 
democratic institutes and protection 
of human rights in Pakistan. The 
caretaker chief minister paid glow-
ing tributes to the services of those 
journalists, who have rendered the 
sacrifices of their lives during the 
struggle and prayed for eternal of 
peace of their souls.
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The Sehat Card is a significant initiative towards improving healthcare in Pakistan, 
particularly for those who cannot afford expensive treatment. However, non-pay-
ment of pending liabilities has resulted in a risk of closure for the Sehat program. 
While political motives have been cited behind the state of affairs, the closure of the 
scheme will mean that over 2.2 million patients’ free treatment will be affected. A 
cost of Rs 51 billion for treatment has already been spent on these patients. Now, 
the State Life Insurance Corporation of Pakistan is adding another layer of trans-
parency to the process by making pictures of patients on the cards mandatory. This 
is after the corporation stopped treatment on the card due to non-payment of dues 
by the provincial government, creating widespread public anger. While hospitals 
were facilitating already admitted patients, some sources in the health department 
described Rs14 billion as the sum due to the insurance company for the expenses 
of treatment in the empaneled hospitals. The delay in installment was due to fi-
nancial constraints, and services were resumed quickly. However, non-payment is 
being attributed more to political reasons. The province seems to be facing difficul-
ties in operations and pledges renewed commitment to the free health insurance 
scheme, regardless of funding restraints. Reports have also recently revealed the 
poor state of hospitals in KP, given that patients are forced to travel to Peshawar 
for treatment. Despite provincial government claims, this indicates a clear paucity 
of medical facilities facing much of the populace. The most obvious explanation 
for this is possible corruption that is plaguing healthcare agendas and outcomes. 
The success of the program was always dependent on government commitment, 
and it seems that political tensions between the caretaker government and the PTI 
are hindering the scheme’s progress. The worst fears regarding the program are 
now being actualised, and this is disappointing for individuals who depend on the 
scheme. The closure of the scheme will have severe implications for patients who 
are unable to afford healthcare, leading to further marginalisation of the already 
disadvantaged communities.

Sehat Card Dues

As Washington’s influence in the 
Middle East declines, countries 
throughout the region are taking to 
compromise, rapprochement, and 
peace talks, inflicting a blow to the 
US narrative that seeks to depict its 
role as a stabilizer and democracy 
advocate. Under the leadership of 
US President Joe Biden, there has 
been a notable downgrade in the 
status of the West amongst various 
long-time Middle East allies. As the 
US-led West exerts the majority of 
its efforts on the war in Ukraine, its 
poor decision making in the Middle 
East has finally begun to catch up 
to it. The first major blow to Wash-
ington’s influence came in the form 
of a Chinese-mediated agreement 
to end a decades-long feud between 
major regional actors Iran and 
Saudi Arabia, one which led to the 
severing of ties in 2016. This has a 
number of implications for US pow-
er in the region. The first being that 
this collapsed a strategy that the US 
was developing, to unite Saudi Ara-
bia with the likes of Egypt, the UAE, 
Jordan, Bahrain, and Israel, against 
Iran and its allies in the region; the 
alliance was speculated to serve as 
a “Middle East NATO.” The second 
is that the Iran-Saudi rapproche-
ment appears to have caused Ri-
yadh to scrap its plans for normal-
izing ties with Israel at this time, 
something that the Biden adminis-
tration clearly values as a foreign 
policy achievement. There is also 
the additional aspect of this being 
negotiated by Beijing without any 
regard for how it would reflect on 
the White House. Despite attempts 
in Washington to make the deal 
seem like something it approves 
of, and repeated remarks by Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu about how close normalization 
with Saudi Arabia is, it was clearly 
a blow and has major consequenc-
es to the US approach to the region. 
In March, Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed Bin Salman said that he 
didn’t care if the US President had 
misunderstood things about him, 
and later in April it was reported he 
also told advisors that pleasing the 
Americans is no longer a priority. 
Immediately after the Saudi-Iran 
normalization, Riyadh entered into 
serious negotiations with Yemen’s 
Ansarallah (the Houthis), in order 

to end the war that has been raging 
between the two sides since 2015 
and has claimed around 400,000 
lives in the country. To make things 
worse for the US, Saudi Arabia’s 
foreign minister recently made a 
trip to Damascus to meet with Syr-
ian President Bashar al-Assad. In 
addition to Riyadh’s moves and Tu-
nisia re-establishing ties with Syria, 
it also appears as if Ankara may be 
on the cusp of rapprochement with 
Damascus and there is a push for 
Syria to be re-integrated into the 
Arab League, which clearly runs 
contrary to the US agenda. Then 
we have the fact that Qatar has an-
nounced it is restoring ties with the 
United Arab Emirates and Bahrain, 
which is not as significant as the 
above mentioned moves, yet adds 
to a list of peacemaking decisions 
taken without America. On the lev-
el of optics, this makes it seem as if 
the common denominator is the ab-
sence of the US. On the other hand, 
Washington’s development of ties 
with the Kingdom of Morocco is 
egging on tensions with neighbor-
ing Algeria. Not only is the Biden 
administration adding fuel to the 
fire in the diplomatic feud between 
both sides, but is helping exacer-
bate military tensions in a Rabat-Al-
giers arms race. Earlier this April, 
the US approved a potential $524.2 
million sale of HIMARS artillery 
rocket systems to Morocco. Fur-
thermore, the top Middle East part-
ner of the United States, Israel, has 
been severely weakened by an on-
going domestic political crisis over 
a proposed judicial overhaul by the 
Israeli government. Problems have 
also arisen with Israel’s approach 
to issues like maintaining the sta-
tus quo at the al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem, a holy site where neigh-
boring Jordan maintains custodian-
ship, and it has caused major rows 
between Amman and Tel Aviv in re-
cent months. This presents another 
obstacle to the US, which is being 
forced to mediate between both 
sides to maintain calm. Another 
layer is the feud between Biden and 
Netanyahu, which has called into 
question the special relationship 
between Israel and the US for the 
first time since the 1950s. The US 
strategy in the Middle East has been 
to impose its dominance, primarily 

through the military sphere. Its sell-
ing points have been security, weap-
ons sales, threats of military action 
against foes, and the creation of a 
Sunni-Shia cold war that pitted Iran 
and Saudi Arabia against one an-
other. The strength of Iran’s weap-
ons programs, along with its re-
gional alliances, has largely left the 
US incapable of maintaining a mil-
itary edge that severely outweighs 
the power of its opposition. The 
American overstretch in the region 
has seen it driven from Afghanistan 
in an embarrassing fashion and 
rendered it incapable of protecting 
its allies from the damage of poten-
tial missile strikes from Iran and its 
allies. Washington actively builds 
relationships based upon strategies 
that put its own partners in the fir-
ing line, but where air defense sys-
tems it sells to them do not provide 
enough protection. Even when it 
comes to the Palestine-Israel con-
flict, an issue wedded to the US 
since 1967, US leadership is wan-
ing. Earlier this week, China’s for-
eign minister, Qin Gang, proposed 
to his Palestinian Authority and Is-
raeli counterparts that Beijing step 
in to facilitate dialogue between the 
two sides. Although the conflict is 
not going to be solved overnight, 
the mere fact that another world 
power is stepping into the arena 
will certainly send a message to 
American policy makers. Instead 
of engaging the region as equals, 
looking for economic partnerships 
that are mutually beneficial, the 
US has used its military might to 
divide and conquer, inflicting mil-
lions of deaths and spending tril-
lions of dollars in the process. This 
may have succeeded in the past, but 
America’s ability to wage regime 
change wars has been severely cur-
tailed. The main US enemies, Iran 
and its allies, have made significant 
leaps in the military field, making 
direct war increasingly unfeasible, 
and has even pressured Tehran’s 
former adversaries to rethink their 
strategies. Although we are only at 
the beginning of this new phase in 
the Middle East, it is clear that poor 
policy decisions and the inability of 
Washington to envisage a way for-
ward are pushing away key allies, 
and this time for the better.
Courtesy: RT

A US default could destabilize 
the global economy with a series 
of domino effects, in particular 
across financial markets, Sergio 
Rossi, professor of macroeconom-
ics and monetary economics at 
the University of Fribourg, Swit-
zerland, told Sputnik, while com-
menting on Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen’s gloomy economic 
projection. Treasury Secretary 
Janet Yellen informed US lawmak-
ers that the government could run 
out of cash to pay its bills as early 
as June 1 on Monday. The US hit 
that limit – $31.4 trillion – on Janu-
ary 19, 2023, but the Treasury has 
undertaken measures to buy time 
for lawmakers to raise the debt 
ceiling. If the borrowing limit isn’t 
increased, the US could default, 
Yellen warned. She also depicted 
some of the gloomy consequenc-
es of the potential crisis that could 

include severe hardship to Amer-
ican families, upended US global 
leadership, and damage to the na-
tion’s security interests. Is Yellen’s 
alarmism justified? At the same 
time, Rossi drew attention to the 
fact that “be that as it may, the US 
cannot default”: the Federal Re-
serve can refinance the US federal 
government without any budget 
constraint for it, since it can issue 
as much money as it will in this re-
gard, according to the economist. 
Indeed, even the US Constitution 
makes debt default impossible, 
by stating that “the validity of the 
public debt of the United States, 
authorized by law (…) shall not be 
questioned.” in this context, the 
forthcoming meeting between US 
President Joe Biden and top con-
gressional leaders should translate 
into some sort of bipartisan com-
promise to avoid further troubles.  

Meanwhile, the US national debt 
has grown by roughly $25 trillion 
since 1993 and is continuing to 
go up. Interest payments on the 
national debt were $475 billion in 
fiscal year 2022 and are project-
ed to grow by another 35 percent 
in 2023. According to some esti-
mates, the US debt-to-GDP ratio 
amounts to around 133% making 
it the 12th most indebted country 
in the world, and the fourth most 
indebted economy among devel-
oped countries. Meanwhile, earlier 
this year, some House Democrats 
proposed legislation that would 
eliminate the debt ceiling altogeth-
er to allow unlimited government 
borrowing. How sustainable is it 
for America to keep increasing its 
national debt?

– Courtesy: SPUTNIK
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The US grip on the Middle East slips, and peace breaks out 
– By Robert Inlakesh

US Default Would Cause Systemic Financial Crisis,  
Destabilize Global Economy – By Ekaterina Blinova

COMING upon one of those bill-
boards that blight the skyline of the 
major cities of this blessed land, one 
learnt to one’s horror that a certain 
bottled brand had the distinction of 
being “Pakistan’s favourite water”. 
This was news indeed, since local lore 
one had grown up with always had it 
that any locality’s favourite water was 
the one that came out of the deep well 
next to the mosque. Maybe, unbe-
known to one, the situation had rad-
ically changed after nine/eleven, just 
as everything else has. But, then, why 
announce it on billboards? The one 
reason that one can think of for this 
haste to announce it from the house-
tops (read, billboards) is that our 
economy whiz kids have all of a sud-
den realized that there is big money to 
be made from water. This commodity, 
that was once not only freely available 
but was also considered nature’s gift 
to humankind, has now – thanks to 
the mixed priorities of our merry band 
of planners – become a saleable com-
modity and one out of which millions 
could be earned without much effort. 
The only hurdle in the way of the cut-
throat brigade aforementioned was 
the way this precious commodity was 
available in plenty in this Land of the 
Pure (read Poor). So, what better way 
to vault this hurdle than to contami-
nate our natural sources of water so 
as to oblige an already impoverished 
multitude to get addicted to bottled 
water they could ill afford? What will 
they think of next? Bottled fresh air, 
perhaps! One would crave the indul-
gence of the gentle reader to digress a 
bit from the matter at hand. One may 
be old fashioned, but one can distinct-
ly remember the time when the ulti-
mate thirst quencher was, well, plain 
water! When one felt thirsty one in-
stinctively went for a refreshing glass 
of fresh water. And if one felt like liv-
ing it up a bit when the weather was 
warm, one opted for the luxury of iced 
water. That appears now to be history. 
This is not the done thing any more if 
you happen to belong to the benight-
ed but bejewelled brigade. It is consid-
ered to be infra-dig to imbibe water if 
you happen to be thirsty; you are sup-
posed to go for what is euphemistically 
called ‘a beverage’. For those who still 
thirst for plain old water, the powers 
that be happen to have another trick 
up their sleeve. They have thought 
up what is now known as ‘designer 
water’. Public Relations agents have 
thereby managed to give a whole new 
meaning to the phrase ‘liquid assets’. 

The resultant ‘war of beverages’ has 
been on for a while. Aerated waters 
and colas have enjoyed a monopoly 
of sorts over the beverage market for 
quite some time now. The investors, it 
would appear, are further looking at 
the emerging market of some twenty 
billion dollars for what are known as 
‘alternative beverages’. The mind bog-
gles! If this were the story confined 
merely to the so-called developed 
world one would not get overly excit-
ed about the affair. But there is more 
to it than meets the eye. The irony is 
that while this game is being played in 
the prosperous societies – and by asso-
ciation in the prosperous segments of 
the poorer societies – the overwhelm-
ing majority of the world’s population 
does not have access to clean drinking 
water. Those (among them the in-
habitants of our blessed land) whom 
nature has endowed with abundant 
water resources are being deliberately 
denied access to this natural resource 
by their ‘planners’ in order to swell the 
local market for the beverage multina-
tional giants. Meanwhile, children of 
numerous societies around the world 
continue to die by the hundreds of 
thousand every day because they are 
condemned to drinking contaminated 
water. At this point, one could per-
haps take the liberty of reminding the 
multinational beverage giants of their 
duty towards humanity at large. Prof-
its from the sale of bottled beverages 
(even if we are to count only the devel-
oping world markets) are astronom-
ical. Would it be too much to expect 
these multinational giants to put aside 
a small proportion of their profits (say 
ten percent) to be utilized – under the 
general supervision of the United Na-
tions – for projects intended for the ex-
press purpose of making clean drink-
ing water available to the deprived 
sections of the world populace? Such 
projects could help raise the image of 
the United Nations from an ineffectual 
debating society to that of a utilitarian 
Organization working for the general 
uplift of the ‘peoples’ it is supposed to 
represent. Meanwhile, the beverage 
wars go on unabated. Bottled water 
and the alternative drinks with their 
eye-catching names add to the flavour 
of the contest. The multinational gi-
ants continue to rake in billions. The 
Third World and the common man, as 
is the norm, remain on the receiving 
end where they belong! History as we 
know has seen wars over the control 
of various natural resources.
Courtesy: Pakistan Observer

Are we in for water wars?
— By Khalid Saleem

Fees to get an education 
should be suitable  
I wish to draw the reader’s atten-
tion towards a point that may im-
pact the future through the col-
umn of your newspaper. As we 
have heard, education is the key 
to success. For any country, state, 
or area, the main reason behind 
achieving development and re-
spect is having educated people 
living there. Unfortunately, the 
government schools, colleges, 

and universities are not providing 
quality education, and the teachers 
are not fulfilling their responsibil-
ities. No one is here to check on 
the things that keep getting worse. 
Similarly, about 70 percent of fam-
ilies in our country are low-in-
come, and they cannot afford huge 
fees to secure their child’s future. 
As a result, 50 percent of our pop-
ulation is less educated, so how 
can they contribute to the develop-
ment of the state? Now, it is high 

time to take necessary action for 
the betterment of education. The 
government should focus on in-
creasing the quality of education 
and making facilities available for 
students. The fees should also be 
reasonable so that more students 
can participate in the development 
of the country by obtaining higher 
education.

– Hina Akram
– Karachi

Letters to the Editor
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ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for In-
formation and Broadcasting Marri-
yum Aurangzeb said on Wednesday 
that the present coalition govern-
ment under the leadership of Prime 
Minister Shehbaz Sharif fully be-
lieved in the freedom of the media 
and it would continue to take prac-
tical measures to protect journalists. 
In a statement on the occasion of 
Press Freedom Day being observed 
today (Wednesday) all over the world 
including Pakistan, she said now 
journalism in Pakistan was enjoying 
complete freedom. “The Constitution 
of Pakistan guarantees freedom of 

the press and citizens’ right to access 
accurate information,” the minister 
said. Paying tribute to those jour-
nalists who lost their lives in search 
of truth, she said that journalism in 
Pakistan went through a difficult pe-
riod from 2018 to 2022. The minister 
said that in four years of PTI rule, 
there was a “mysterious censorship” 

in the country that scared journalists. 
In 2017, Pakistan was ranked 139th 
in the World Press Freedom Index, 
due to PTI’s anti-media policies, 
Pakistan’s ranking decreased by 12 
points. The person sitting in the chair 
of the Prime Minister was given the 
shameful title of “Press Freedom 
Predator”, she remarked. She said 
that Imran Khan not only silenced 
journalists but got them kidnapped 
and they were fired at to pressurise 
them. She said that the PTI’s four-
year tenure was a dangerous period 
for journalists as Imran Khan had 
imposed restrictions on journalism.

ANF foils two bids to smuggle heroin; arrests two

ADB’s private sector operations boost support for 
climate action, food security

IIOJK among the most dangerous places  
for journalists in world: Report

Srinagar in mess because of G-20 ‘Tamasha’: 
NC Senior Leader

Excise dept launches App for physical  
inspection of vehicles in Punjab

SBP organizes memorial lecture to  
acknowledge contributions of first governor

MCCI demands police to extend complete 
security to foreign businessmen, experts

Armed forces, security institutions pride of 
nation: governor Punjab

Victim Support Officers posted in Bahawalpur police

Repair of dilapidated bridge at river Indus demanded

Police to use drones to identify violators in-
volved in kite flying

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in two operations 
managed to foil two bids to smuggle 
heroin and arrested two accused, 
said an ANF Headquarters spokes-
man here on Wednesday. He said 
ANF in an operation at Lahore Inter-
national Airport arrested a Colom-
bo-bound passenger resident of La-
hore and recovered 40 heroin-filled 

capsules and 428 grams heroin. In 
another operation at Lahore Inter-
national Airport, 26 heroin-filled 
capsules were also recovered from 
the possession of an Italy-bound 
passenger resident of Sheikhupu-
ra. He said that separate cases have 
been registered against the accused 
while further investigations are un-
der process.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The Asian 
Development Bank’s (ADB) pri-
vate sector operations in 2022 saw 
project commitments reach $1.1 
billion with the percentage of proj-
ects receiving climate finance dou-
ble the level of 2021, according to 
ADB’s Private Sector Operations 
in 2022 – Report on Development 
Effectiveness. The report, prepared 
by ADB’s Private Sector Opera-
tions Department (PSOD), cites a 
number of landmark projects that 
received climate-related financing, 
including ADB’s first private sec-
tor renewable energy investment in 
Azerbaijan; a first wind power proj-
ect in Uzbekistan; and assistance 
to develop a fleet of electric ferries 
in Thailand, which is a pioneering 
initiative in Southeast Asia. ADB’s 
2022 private sector operations also 
scaled up support for agribusinesses 
amid strained global food systems 
and in line with the bank’s goal of 
expanding assistance to ease food 
insecurity. This includes the first 

project under the Asian Develop-
ment Fund – Private Sector Window 
facility, which will help an animal 
feed producer expand operations 
in Cambodia, and the first-time use 
of a sustainability-linked financ-
ing agreement in India to boost 
climate-resilient fishing practices. 
Other investments were committed 
to the development of sustainable 
blue economies, health care, infor-
mation and communications tech-
nology, sustainable transport, water 
and other urban infrastructure and 
services, and PSOD’s first energy 
efficiency project in the industry 
and trade sector since 2012. “ADB’s 
private sector investments helped 
its developing member countries 
directly address climate change and 
food security, while helping small 
businesses to revive their operations 
in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic,” said ADB Vice-President 
for Private Sector Operations and 
Public–Private Partnerships Ashok 
Lavasa.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indian illegal-
ly occupied Jammu and Kashmir 
(IIOJK) is one of the most danger-
ous places in the world where peo-
ple associated with the press and 
media are performing their profes-
sional duties in the most difficult 
circumstances. According to a re-
port compiled by Kashmir Media 
Service Editor, Raies Ahmed Mir, on 
the occasion of World Press Free-
dom Day, today, twenty journalists 
have been confirmed killed while 
performing their duties during the 
Kashmiris’ ongoing liberation strug-
gle since 1989. They include Shab-
bir Ahmed Dar, Mushtaq Ali, Mu-
hammad Shaban Wakeel, a woman 
scribe Aasiya Jeelani, Ghulam 
Muhammad Lone, Ghulam Rasool 
Azad, Pervez Muhammad Sultan, 
Shujaat Bukhari, Ali Muhammad 
Mahajan, Syed Ghulam Nabi, Altaf 
Ahmed Fakhtoo, Saidan Shafi, Tariq 
Ahmed, Abdul Majid Butt, Javed 
Ahmed Mir, PN Handoo, Muham-

mad Shafi, Pradeeep Bhatia, Ashok 
Sodhi and Rayees Ahmad Butt. The 
report pointed out that the journal-
ists face manhandling, abductions, 
murder attempts, harassment, de-
tentions, summoning to police sta-
tions and death threats by Indian 
Army, police and other agencies 
almost routinely in the territory. It 
said that in the occupied territory, 
almost routinely, the journalists face 
manhandling, abductions, murder 
attempts and death threats by the 
Indian troops and all this has made 
their everyday work extremely dif-
ficult. It revealed that the Kashmiri 
journalists and many other scribes 
while performing their profession-
al duties are roughed up, injured 
and detained by the troops on fake 
charges in the territory. They were 
later released after long detentions. 
Another journalist Qazi Shibli was 
booked under the black law, Public 
Safety Act (PSA) on 08 August 2019 
and was released on 23 April 2020.

ISLAMABAD (APP): In Indian ille-
gally occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
National Conference leader, Omar 
Abdullah has termed the upcoming 
G-20 meeting in Srinagar a ‘tamasha’. 
According to Kashmir Media Service, 
Omar Abdullah in a statement said 
that the preparations for the same are 
causing inconvenience to the people 
of Kashmir valley. While lashing out 

at BJP, Omar tweeted, “Things are a 
mess in Srinagar because of this G-20 
tamasha. The actual meeting will 
probably see most areas locked down 
and people stuck in their homes. Per-
haps the BJP is being sensible sparing 
the people of Jammu the pain we are 
suffering here in the valley, hesaid. 
The G20 has only punished the resi-
dents of Srinagar,” he added.

FAISALABAD (APP): Director Gen-
eral Excise and Taxation Punjab 
Muhammad Ali has said physical in-
spection of vehicles with Islamabad 
numbers would be done in Punjab, 
while this facility would also be avail-
able for Punjab vehicles in Islam-
abad. According to a handout issued 
here, he said that the step had been 
taken in the light of the orders of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan. He said 
that for this purpose a mobile app had 
been introduced through which vehi-
cle registration and chassis number 
verification in Punjab and Islamabad 
would be made. The DG said, it was 

an important step as there were large 
number of vehicles with Islamabad 
number in Punjab and people had to 
go to Islamabad first to change the 
ownership of the vehicle. It was a�big 
relief for citizens provided by the 
government in view of the extremely 
expensive fuel expenditures, he said. 
The DG further said that the facility 
of physical inspection had been pro-
vided in Lahore, Faisalabad, Multan 
and Bahawalpur to cover entire Pun-
jab. He said that the staff of Excise 
Department Punjab had also been 
trained to run this program success-
fully.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The State Bank 
of Pakistan (SBP) on Tuesday orga-
nized the 24th Zahid Husain Memo-
rial Lecture (ZHML) series to rec-
ognise the efforts and contribution 
of the first governor to the country. 
Addressing the event titled “ZHML 
on Democratizing Lending: Chal-
lenges and Opportunities for Finan-
cial Inclusion in Emerging Econo-
mies” Governor SBP Jameel Ahmad 
said that it was one of the flagship 
events of the SBP organized to pay 
tribute to late Zahid Husain. He said 
that the memorial lectures offered 
the opportunity to discuss some of 
the most important economic issues. 
The “ZHML series started in 1975 on 
the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of 
the SBP, he added.Zahid Husain was 

a legendary personality of a very 
high caliber and repute which is evi-
dent from his record of serving at the 
highest levels. He told the audience 
that late Zahid started with teaching 
at Aligarh University, before pass-
ing the competitive examination for 
civil services and joining Pakistan’s 
Finance Department. After parti-
tion, he was posted as the first High 
Commissioner of Pakistan to India, 
he added. Late Zahid had also served 
as the Chairman of Taxation Inquiry 
Committee as well as first Chairman 
of the Planning Board, thereby au-
thoring the Five-Year Development 
Plan of the country. He spearheaded 
the Central Bank of Pakistan through 
its infancy, which was not an easy 
task by any means.

MULTAN (APP): The Multan 
Chamber Of Commerce & Industry 
(MCCI) Tuesday urged the police to 
provide complete security to foreign 
businessmen, experts and engineers 
visiting or working in Multan. The 
demand was made by an MCCI del-
egation during a meeting with Re-
gional Police Officer (RPO) Sohail 
Chaudhary here at his office. The 
delegation consisted of MCCI Presi-
dent Main Rashid Iqbal, SVP Nadeen 
Sheikh, VP Asim Saeed, former pres-
ident and Convener Government 
Liaison Sub-committee Khawaja 
Muhammad Hussain and ex-pres-

ident DG Chamber Shafiq Patafi 
and others. Rashid urged the RPO 
to take effective measures for ensur-
ing security to foreign businessmen, 
especially Chinese, engineers and 
other experts because a peaceful 
and secure environment was vital for 
trade in the country. He refused the 
impression that providing security to 
such people was the job of MCCI as 
if they visited it for business purpos-
es. RPO Sohail Chaudhary admitted 
that the promotion of business with 
linked with a safe environment, and 
the Special Branch would be given 
the task in that regard. 

LAHORE (APP): Governor Punjab 
Muhammad Balighur Rehman has 
said that the martyrs of the armed 
forces and security institutions of 
the country are pride of the nation 
and their sacrifices will be etched 
in golden words. Talking to a del-
egation comprising participants 
of Gunnery Staff Course Artillery 
school Nowshera led by Major 
General Muhammad Umer Bashir 
during a meeting at the Governor’s 
House here on Tuesday, he said the 
Pakistan Army is revered across the 
globe for its professional compe-
tence. He emphasized on learning 
technology and new skills to cope 

with the requirements of modern 
era, adding that no country can be 
civilized unless it has the rule of law 
and constitution. He said the media 
should highlight the problems, but 
also highlight the positive things. 
He added, there is a need to see both 
sides of the picture. The Governor 
Punjab said that it is very important 
to research and know the facts be-
fore forming an opinion about any-
thing. Governor Punjab Muhammad 
Balighur Rehman said that for the 
first time pro Vice Chancellors have 
been appointed in 35 universities 
out of total 50 public sector univer-
sities of Punjab.

BAHAWALPUR (APP): Following 
the policy and directions of senior 
officials of the Central Police Head-
quarters, Victim Support Officers 
have been posted at police stations 
in the Bahawalpur district. Baha-
walpur Police spokesperson said 
here that District Police Officer Ba-
hawalpur Syed Muhammad Abbas 
has issued a notification for the ap-
pointment of victim support officers 

in police stations. He said that the 
affected support officers have also 
been assigned the duty of being in 
charge of the complaint cell in the 
police stations. The spokesman fur-
ther said that such a step was taken 
to bring more improvement in the 
performance of police personnel 
besides providing facilities to peo-
ple visiting police stations to submit 
their complaints.

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): The locals 
demanded the Punjab government to 
repair the Hakki Super Bridge locat-
ed in the low-lying area of ??the In-
dus River near Daira Deen Panah in 
Kot Addo as it was dilapidated since 
the 2010 floods. Thousands of people 
in Khadimwala, Buttwala, Nishan-

wala and Chhajra villages are suffer-
ing from numerous problems due to 
the dilapidated brigade. People have 
no land connection to the city area 
and citizens and school-going chil-
dren face problems in transferring 
patients or going to their educational 
institutions respectively.

MULTAN (APP): Multan Police decid-
ed to use drones for the identification 
of citizens involved in the illegal activ-
ity of kite flying. According to official 
sources, police teams will be deputed 
at all eight flyovers in the city and 
they would operate drones for iden-
tification of the outlaws. Dolphin Po-
lice will also assist in the arrest of the 
outlaws. During the last four months, 
Multan police recovered 56,000 kites 
from citizens and also sealed two fac-
tories. The police teams also managed 
to arrest 456 outlaws. The use of me-
tallic string is injuries for road users, 

especially motorcyclists. The outlaws 
who used to deal in kites have been 
fined Rs 100,000 and imprisoned for 
three years. Similarly, police also de-
cided to prescribe the Names of such 
citizens in character certificates so 
that the outlaws could not find jobs, 
said sources in Police Department. 
Police also warned citizens to avoid 
kite flying. The owners of the houses 
will also be booked from where the 
kite flying activity was done. Citizens 
have been appealed to inform 15-Po-
lice in case anyone was found flying 
kites.

Journalism in Pakistan enjoying complete freedom now: Marriyum

Three dacoits killed, cop 
martyrs in Katcha operation

75pc wheat procurement 
target achieved:DFC

DC bans construction 
on govt lands

IRSA releases 136,300 
cusecs water

MULTAN (APP): The operation 
against dacoits was underway in 
Katcha area as three robbers were 
killed while a police jawan mar-
tyred. According to South Punjab 
police spokesperson, the extensive 
exchange of firing between police 
and robbers was continued in Chak 
Imrani area and the Elite force jawan 
named Ghulam Qasim Jam martyred 
during the firing. While three rob-
bers were also killed during an ex-
change of fire. The police have tight-
ened the noose against criminals 
in Katcha area and the sacrifices of 
the police personnel would not go in 
vain. The police entered the hideouts 
of the bandits and destroyed their 
barricades and Punjab police jawans 
were committed to wipe out the no-
torious dacoits from the area.

SARGODHA (APP): District Food 
Controller Sargodha Mudassar Javed 
said that the food department had so 
far procured 71730 metric tonnes of 
wheat against the set target of 96000 
metric tonnes in the district, which 
was 75 percent of the total target. 
Talking to APP here on Wednesday, 
he said that a total of 3450 applica-
tions were received in 13 procure-
ment centers from the farmers to get 
‘bardana’ and 1,175,502 gunny bags 
were distributed among them which 
was 22% more the total gunny bags 
distribution target due to expected 
bumper yield production of wheat 
in the district, he added. The DFC 
said that all the facilities had been 
ensured in the wheat procurement 
centers in the district.

LOWER DIR (APP): Deputy Com-
missioner Iftikhar Ahmad has im-
posed section 144 in the district and 
banned all sorts of sale, purchase 
and exchange and construction on 
government land for a period of 30 
days. A notification issued here on 
Wednesday said that keeping in 
view the illegal construction and en-
croachment on the government land, 
the DC had imposed the ban to pro-
tect the government land from illegal 
occupation. It said that action would 
be taken against the violators under 
section 188 of PPC.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River 
System Authority (IRSA) on Wednes-
day released 136,300 cusecs of water 
from various rim stations with inflow 
of 138,900 cusecs. According to the 
data released by IRSA, the water 
level in River Indus at Tarbela Dam 
was 1439.38 feet and was 41.38 feet 
higher than its dead level of 1,398 
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the 
dam was recorded as 32,200 cusecs 
while outflow was 33,000 cusecs. 
The water level in River Jhelum 
at Mangla Dam was 1122. 00 feet, 
which was 72.00 feet higher than its 
dead level of 1,050 feet. The inflow 
and outflow of water was recorded 
at 48,400 cusecs and 45,000 cusecs 
respectively. The release of water at 
Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu and Suk-
kur was recorded as 62,000, 45,700, 
32,800 and 9,100 cusecs respectively. 
Similarly, from River Kabul, a total of 
32,200 cusecs of water were released 
at Nowshera and 17,200 cusecs 
were released from River Chenab  
at Marala.
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Community development imperative for sustainable national growth: Ahsan Iqbal
ISLAMABAD (APP): Minister for 
Planning, Development and Special 
Initiatives Professor Ahsan Iqbal on 
Wednesday said passing on the ben-
efits of development to individuals, 
communities and under-developed 
localities was imperative for achiev-
ing sustainable national progress. 
Chairing a meeting on development 
projects of backward districts, he 
said the government had prepared 
a special package for 20 selected 
under-privileged districts to bring 

them at par with other developed 
areas of the country. Sharing detail 
of the package, Ahsan Iqbal said 
development activities would be 
carried out in 11 selected districts 
of Balochistan, five of Sindh, three 
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and one of 
Punjab, with 50 per cent contribu-
tion by the federal government and 
50 per cent of respective provinces. 
The minister said surveys of the se-
lected backward districts were being 
conducted to determine the required 

development projects of different 
natures. “We want to bring these 
districts at par with other developed 
districts in 5-7 years,” he added. He 
said different facilities like educa-
tion, health, communications, agri-
culture, industries and employment 
opportunities were being examined 
in the under-privileged areas to plan 
the development schemes according-
ly. “Ensuring equal distribution of re-
sources in the country is a priority of 
the government,” he remarked.

Heavy Rains: DG Agriculture cancels leaves  
of officers, staff

Ammonia gas leakage from ice factory affects residents

FDA to construct wall to avoid pollution  
of industrial units

On Press Freedom Day, PM pays tribute  
to journalists for commendable work

US envoy calls on Finance Minister; expresses 
confidence in Pakistan’s economic policies

Presidents approves Majlis-e-Shoora (Parliament) 
Immunities and Privileges Bill, 2023

World Migratory Day to be marked on May 13

Collective efforts stressed for agriculture  
university’s development

AIOU holds Int’l moot on Pakistan-Turkiye Relations

21 new Corona cases reported in last 24 hours: NIH

Azerbaijan, Pakistan enjoying ties based on ancient, 
historical traditions of both countries: Envoy

QUETTA (APP): Director General 
Agricultural Engineering Baloch-
istan Bashir Agha cancelled the 
leave of all the officers and staff to 
deal with any kind of emergency in 
view of the recent rains and flood-
like situation in the province and 
directed them to be present at their 
place of posting. He said this while 
talking to the journalists who called 
on him here at his office on Tues-
day. DG Agriculture said that leaves 
were cancelled on the instructions 
of the Provincial Agriculture Min-
ister Asad Baloch, and Secretary 

Agriculture Umaid Ali Khokhar. 
“The decision will help deal with 
any emergency situation effective-
ly,” he emphasized. He further said 
that bulldozers and other machin-
ery throughout the province have 
also been kept on standby in view of 
any emergency situation. “The field 
officers have been strictly asked to 
remain in contact with the district 
administration and cooperate with 
them,” In response to a question, he 
noted that negligence on the part of 
any officer or staff will not be toler-
ated during the rains.

ATTOCK (APP): Scores of people es-
pecially women and children were af-
fected by ammonia gas leakage from 
an under construction ice factory 
running illegally in a residential area 
along with GT road in Hassanabdal, 
police, rescue 1122 and civil defense 
sources said. According to the in-
formation, most of people fainted in 
gas leakage incidents specially chil-
dren. On getting information, Rescue 
1122 and local administration teams 
reached the spot and controlled the 
leakage of the gas. As per reports, 
the labourers were on routine duty 
when suddenly the gas started leak-

ing due to defective and substandard 
gas cylinders. District Emergency Of-
ficer Attock Ali Hasnian has said fol-
lowing the incident, rescuers entered 
the factory using safety gadgets and 
controlled the gas leakage by closing 
the main valve of the gas cylinder. 
According to rescue sources, the gas 
leakage enveloped the surrounding 
residential areas which left dozens 
unconscious who were taken to var-
ious hospitals of the area for treat-
ment. He said that liquid ammonia is 
used as the refrigerant in ice plants as 
it takes a lot of energy from the sur-
roundings to vaporize.

LAHORE (APP): On the direction of 
the Office of the Ombudsman Pun-
jab, Faisalabad Development Author-
ity (FDA) started construction of a 
boundary wall at a cost of seven mil-
lion rupees to protect the residents of 
FDA City from sewage and industrial 
wastewater emanating from nearby 
industrial units. In a statement is-
sued on Wednesday, the spokesman 
added that the Director General FDA 
directed the environment protection 
department and municipal corpora-
tion to take action against delinquent 
industrial units for not properly dis-
posing of industrial waste in Samana 
village and dumping sewage into the 
watercourse. These measures aimed 
to provide the inhabitants with re-

spite from the perils of environmental 
pollution. In a separate development, 
the ombudsman office interceded on 
a complaint of Rai Muhammad Sami-
ullah Khan to ensure the issuance of 
a BS (Hons) English degree to him 
by Government College University 
Faisalabad, the spokesman report-
ed. Meanwhile, besides registering 
an FIR with the anti-corruption es-
tablishment, the excise & taxation 
department in Gujranwala district 
initiated departmental proceedings 
against Inspector Excise Iram Abbas, 
under the Punjab Employees, Effi-
ciency, Discipline and Accountability 
Act, 2006, for fraudulently transfer-
ring the vehicle of one Ghulam Abbas 
to her name.

ISLAMABAD (APP): As the interna-
tional community observed World 
Press Freedom Day on Wednes-
day, Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif 
paid tribute to journalists across the 
world, particularly those in Paki-
stan, for their commendable work 
to inform and educate the people. 
“On World Press Freedom Day, I pay 
glowing tributes to journalists across 
the world, particularly those in Paki-

stan for the commendable work they 
are doing to inform and educate the 
people,” the prime minister wrote 
on Twitter. He said the environment 
in which the journalists worked was 
often full of challenges and risks and 
yet they never faltered in their re-
sponsibility. “The watchdog role of 
journalism has helped the ideas of 
democracy and transparent gover-
nance evolve,” he commented.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Charge’d Af-
faires of the United States Andrew 
Schofer on Wednesday called on 
Minister for Finance and Revenue 
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar and 
expressed confidence in the policies 
and initiatives taken by the govern-
ment of Pakistan for its economic 
stability. The envoy also extended 
his country’s support to give further 
impetus to the economic and trade 
relations between the two countries, 
a Finance Division news release said. 
During the meeting, the minister ex-
changed views on remarkable bilat-

eral relations and apprised the envoy 
of the current challenges being faced 
by the country, especially on the 
economic front. Ishaq Dar further 
communicated about the difficult 
policy decisions recently being taken 
by Pakistan aimed at stabilizing the 
economy that resulted into an up-
ward curve ensuring sustainable and 
inclusive growth. The minister also 
informed the US Charge’d Affaires 
about the on-going International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) programme 
and assured his government’s com-
mitment to complete it.

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr 
Arif Alvi on Wednesday gave ap-
proval to the Majlis-e-Shoora (Parlia-
ment) Immunities and Privileges Bill, 
2023. The president gave assent to 
the bill in the exercise of Article 75 of 
the Constitution, the President House 
said.

ISLAMABAD (APP): World Migra-
tory Bird Day will be marked on 
May 13 (Saturday) across the globe 
including Pakistan to highlight the 
need to protect migratory birds and 
their habitats. The United Nations 
is one of the many organizations 
that support this global awareness 
campaign. The ‘Blue Jay’ is one of 
the world’s migratory birds. On the 
second weekend each May, people 
around the world celebrate World 
Migratory Bird Day by organizing 
public events such as bird festivals, 

education programs and bird-watch-
ing excursions. Although the event 
is usually on the second weekend of 
May, the first World Migratory Bird 
Day was launched on the weekend of 
April 8,9, 2006. The event was creat-
ed to help turn the world’s attention 
to the wonders of bird migration and 
the need for their conservation. Each 
year, the total number of registered 
World Migratory Bird Day events 
has steadily increased along with the 
number of countries in which these 
events occurred.

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): Vice 
Chancellor of Agriculture University 
Prof. Dr. Shakibullah on Wednesday 
underlined the need for making col-
lective efforts to take the university 
to new heights of development. He 
expressed these views while chairing 
a meeting of heads of various depart-
ments of the university to discuss is-
sues about academic activities. He said 
education was a key to development 
and every department of the universi-
ty had to play a role to equip students 
with a quality education while keep-

ing in view modern-day challenges. 
The VC said new programs would be 
started at the University of Agriculture 
to enhance opportunities and explore 
the hidden talents of the youth to keep 
pace with the changing world and earn 
a good name for their families and the 
country. In this regard, there was a 
need to maintain a good relationship 
between teacher and student which 
would help promote an atmosphere 
of love and affection and ensure an 
enabling environment for students to 
have better learning.

ISLAMABAD (APP): A one-day Inter-
national Multidisciplinary conference 
on “Pakistan-Turkiye Relations” was 
held at Allama Iqbal Open Universi-
ty (AIOU) yesterday. Vice Chancel-
lor AIOU, Prof. Dr Nasir Mahmood 
presided over the opening ceremony 
while the Ambassador of Turkiye to 
Pakistan, Prof. Dr. Mehmet Pacaci 
was the chief guest. Prof. Dr Mehmet 
Pacaci said that Pakistan and Turkiye 
have deep brotherly relations, both 
countries have always helped each 
other in difficult times. He said that 
Pakistan and Turkiye have historical 
and ethnic ties and they are also con-
nected to each other culturally. The 
ambassador appreciated AIOU and 

Yunus Emre Institute for organizing 
this conference to further strength-
en the brotherly relations between 
the two countries. Vice-Chancellor, 
AIOU Prof. Dr Nasir Mahmood said 
that this university pays special atten-
tion to cooperation with international 
universities. He said that this confer-
ence is a step towards strengthening 
the research and shared educational 
interests of both countries. AIOU has 
signed several MoUs for educational, 
research, and exchange programs 
with Turkish universities/institutions 
including Istanbul University, Ibn 
Khaldoun University, Anadolu Uni-
versity, ILKE Foundation, and TUG-
VA Foundation.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Health offi-
cials on Wednesday said that 21 
new Coronavirus cases were re-
ported during the last 24 hours 
across the country. As per the data 
shared by the National Institute of 
Health (NIH), the case positivity 
ratio was 1.18 percent while eight 
patients were in critical condition. 
No death was reported from the 
Coronavirus in the last 24 hours 
while 1,780 Covid-19 tests were 
conducted. Meanwhile, Minister 
for National Health Services, Reg-
ulations, and Coordination, Abdul 
Qadir Patel said the government has 
strengthened the role of Border and 
Health Services in Pakistan to deal 

with any sub-variant of Covid-19. 
The minister said there was a sur-
veillance system at all entry points 
of the country including airports. 
There will be rapid tests and screen-
ing of passengers at all airports, he 
added. He added 90 percent of the 
country’s population already got 
the Covid-19 vaccine. “An efficient 
system with a proper management 
team is fully functional in the coun-
try to remain vigilant and is ready 
to make an emergency plan to deal 
with any sub-variant of Covid-19,” 
the minister added.He said the Bor-
der and Health Services Pakistan 
was ensuring the implementation of 
international health regulations.

ISLAMABAD (APP): Azerbaijan 
Ambassador to Pakistan Khazar 
Farhadov has said that Pakistan 
and Azerbaijan have very good and 
friendly relations and these ties are 
based on ancient historical tradi-
tions of both countries. Addressing 
an event arranged to celebrate the 
100th birth anniversary of Heydar 
Aliyev, the National Leader of the 
Azerbaijani people, he said, “Pres-
ident of Azerbaijan Ilham Aliyev 
attaches great importance to Azer-
baijan-Pakistan relations, which 
were constructed by Heydar Aliyev. 
The ties between the two brotherly 
countries are at a high level in all 
fields.” The ambassador further said 
that Pakistan was one of the first 
states to recognize Azerbaijan after 
it declared independence. Heydar 
Aliyev, he said, was the “architect of 
the development of Azerbaijan-Pa-
kistan relations”. He attached great 
importance to Pakistan. On April 
9-11, 1996, Heydar Aliyev paid an of-
ficial visit to Pakistan and during his 
stay, several documents were signed 
between Azerbaijan and Pakistan. 
“That visit played an irreplaceable 
role in the development of relations 
between the two countries,” he not-

ed. While sharing about Heydar 
Aliyev, the envoy said, 2023 was de-
clared the “Year of Heydar Aliyev” 
and the day would be celebrated 
solemnly in Azerbaijan and abroad. 
He said Heydar Aliyev proved that 
he was a visionary and decisive pol-
itician when he first led the Azerbai-
jan Soviet Socialist Republic from 
1969-1982. As a result of the intense 
activities of Heydar Aliyev, great 
successes were achieved in the 
economy, industry, agriculture, edu-
cation, and culture, the envoy said. 
The adoption of the Constitution 
of the Azerbaijan SSR in 1978 and 
the establishment of the Azerbaija-
ni language as the state language 
are the services of national leader 
Heydar Aliyev. At that time, when 
the totalitarian Soviet regime ruled,  
the determination of the legal ba-
sis for the preservation and devel-
opment of the moral wealth of the 
Azerbaijani people, especially the 
language, in the supreme law of 
the republic was considered a very 
brave step, the envoy added. In 
1991, Heydar Aliyev was elected as 
chairman of the Supreme Assembly 
of the Autonomous Republic of Na-
khchivan. 

Police handover stolen 
cash to owner

PU contradicts news 
item regarding ACE raid

Power tariff likely to up 
by 34 paisa for March

Textile Factory Gutted

Six Food Points Sealed

BAHAWALPUR (APP): The district 
police recovered stolen cash from 
an accused and handed it over to the 
owner on Wednesday. According to 
a Bahawalpur police spokesman, a 
man lodged a complaint with Civil 
Lines police that someone had stolen 
his money. “The police registered FIR 
and traced the whereabouts of the 
thief by availing the facility of mod-
ern technological devices, informa-
tion technology and data of offend-
ers,” he said, adding that the police 
arrested the accused and recovered 
cash amounting to Rs 250,000 from 
his possession.

LAHORE (APP): A spokesperson 
of Punjab University (PU) has dis-
missed some media reports regard-
ing Anti-Corruption Establishment 
(ACE) Punjab raid at Punjab Univer-
sity to arrest former chief minister 
Punjab Usman Buzdar as concocted 
and baseless. In a statement issued 
here on Tuesday, the PU spokesper-
son said the former chief minister 
Sardar Usman Buzdar was neither 
residing in Punjab University nor an-
ti-corruption authorities conducted 
any raid inside the university.

ISLAMABAD (APP): The power tar-
iff is likely to increase 34 paisa per 
unit for the consumers of XWAPDA 
power distribution companies under 
monthly fuel cost adjustment (FCA) 
mechanism for March. National 
Electric Power Regulatory Authority 
(NEPRA) concluded public hearing 
into the Central Power Purchasing 
Agency (CPPA-G) petition on be-
half of XWAPDA DISCOs here with 
Chairman NEPRA Tauseef H Farooqi 
in the Chair. Other members includ-
ing Masqood Anwar Khan, Rafique 
Ahmad Shaikh, Mathar iaz Rana and 
Amina Ahmed were also present on 
the occasion. The CPPA sought Rs 
1.17 per unit increase in the tariff for 
March. However, as per the authori-
ty calculation, the increase stood at 
34 paisa. The raise would be appli-
cable to all consumers except life-
line, K-Electric and electric vehicle 
charging stations. Meanwhile, the 
authority also concluded hearing 
into petition of KE for the said pe-
riod. K-Electric sought Rs 4.49 per 
unit increase in the tariff for the said 
period. However, the authority calcu-
lated the increase as Rs 3.70 per unit. 

FAISALABAD (APP): Valuables in a 
textile factory were reduced to ashes 
due to a fire in Khurarianwala police 
limits on Wednesday. A Rescue 1122 
spokesman said the fire erupted in 
Bin Farooq Textile Mills situated at 
Sheikhupura Road due to unknown 
reasons. On information, fire fight-
ers of Rescue 1122 reached the spot 
and brought the fire undercontrol af-
ter hectic efforts. However, no loss of 
life was reported in the incident, he 
added.

FAISALABAD (APP): Punjab Food 
Authority (PFA) sealed six eater-
ies and discarded 5330 packets of 
‘gutka’ during past 24 hours. PFA 
spokesman said here on Wednes-
day that PFA teams checked various 
hotels, restaurants and food shops 
across the division and sealed six 
outlets over sale of spurious food 
items ,poor cleanliness and other vi-
olations.
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Australia’s biggest hydropower project faces 5-year delay

Ford reports solid profits but EV outlook weighs

Ronaldo tops Forbes’ highest-paid athletes list in 2023

S&P slashes First Republic Bank’s ratings to ‘CC’

US lawmakers query Shein, Adidas, Nike over Uyghur rights concerns

Dollar on defensive as markets await Fed’s rate policy

Saudi PMI hits 59.6 in April as non-oil business activities improve

World Economic Forum report: 36 percent of experts expect weak  
economic growth in MENA

SYDNEY (Agencies): Australia’s 
biggest hydropower project faces 
a delay of up to two years, likely 
pushing its start-up out to 2028, the 
company said on Wednesday, in the 
latest setback for the A$5 billion 
(US$3.33 billion) renewable ener-
gy project. The Snowy 2.0 project 
is now expected to cost more due 
to the delay, which the govern-
ment-owned company blamed on a 
shortage of skilled workers, com-

plex designs, soft ground and sup-
ply chain disruptions. The updated 
guidance meant the first power 
could be generated as late as De-

cember 2028. The setback comes 
as the federal government aims to 
get 82% of the east coast market’s 
power from renewables by 2030, 
up from 30% now. The government 
had first hoped Snowy 2.0 would be 
built by 2021, but that deadline was 
later pushed out to 2026. The mar-
ket will need power from the Snowy 
2.0 project to help replace capacity 
from three coal-fired power stations 
due to close by 2028.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Ford report-
ed solid quarterly profits Tuesday be-
hind higher vehicle volumes and im-
proved operating performance, but 
said vehicle pricing was becoming 
less favourable compared with last 
year. Thanks to strong results in con-
ventional auto sales that offset loss-
es in electric vehicles, Ford reported 
better-than-expected first-quarter 
results. Profits came in at US$1.8 
billion, compared with a US$3.1 

billion loss in the year-ago period 
connected to an accounting loss. 
Revenues jumped 20.2% to US$41.5 
billion. But Ford maintained its full-

year targets, pressuring shares, as 
executives signalled an evolution 
from a period of exceptionally lean 
vehicle inventories of recent times 
that lifted sticker prices. While pric-
ing remained exceptionally strong 
in Ford’s Pro division aimed at com-
mercial enterprises, chief financial 
officer John Lawler said pricing was 
“about flat” in Ford Blue, which com-
prises best-selling trucks and iconic 
vehicles such as the Mustang.

JERSEY CITY (Agencies): Cristiano 
Ronaldo became the world’s high-
est-paid athlete after his move to Saudi 
Arabian side Al-Nassr nearly doubled 
his annual playing salary while Paris 
St Germain duo Lionel Messi and Ky-
lian Mbappe round off the top three, 
according to Forbes. Ronaldo, who 
joined the Saudi soccer club on a deal 
until 2025 after leaving Manchester 
United last year, earned US$136 mil-
lion with Forbes saying his annual 

playing salary went up to an estimated 
US$75 million. Ronaldo’s contract has 
been estimated by media to be worth 
more than €200 million (US$219.98 

million). PSG forward Messi, 35, was 
next on the list after bringing home a 
combined US$130 million while club 
teammate and France captain Mbappe 
– the youngest on the list at 24 – earned 
US$120 million to sit third. PSG are 
owned by Qatar Sports Investments. 
Los Angeles Lakers player and NBA 
great LeBron James (US$119.5 mil-
lion) and Mexican boxer Canelo Al-
varez ($110 million) rounded out the 
top five.

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): S&P Glob-
al on Tuesday slashed First Republic 
Bank’s credit rating deeper into junk 
territory after California banking reg-
ulators seized the US lender and sold 
its assets. S&P cut its rating to ‘CC’ 
from ‘B+’ and said it expects default 
to be a “virtual certainty”. On Monday, 
JPMorgan Chase & Co struck a deal 
with the US Federal Deposit Insurance 

Corp (FDIC) to take control of most 
of the San Francisco-based bank’s 

assets. Since JPMorgan assumed the 
substantial majority of First Republic’s 
assets, it is most likely that the lender 
would default on any other senior fi-
nancial obligations given what would 
be an insufficient remaining asset 
base, S&P said. S&P also lowered 
credit ratings on First Republic’s sub-
ordinated debt and preferred stock to 
‘D’ from ‘B-‘.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Multi-
ple groups of US lawmakers have 
sought reassurances this week 
about clothing giant Shein and oth-
er brands facing allegations their 
products use forced Chinese labour 
or material from regions where 
such conditions allegedly occur. On 
Tuesday, a group of lawmakers sent 
letters to the CEOs of Adidas, Nike, 
Shein and Chinese shopping app 
Temu with questions about their 
supply chains. In the letters, seen by 

AFP, the House Select Committee on 
the Strategic Competition between 
the US and the Chinese Commu-
nist Party cited witness testimony 
that alleged Nike and Adidas might 

be sourcing materials from China’s 
Xinjiang region, in possible viola-
tion of US law. “We would like to 
offer” Nike and Adidas “an opportu-
nity to respond to these serious alle-
gations and to provide information 
regarding” compliance with the Uy-
ghur Forced Labor Prevention Act, 
the letters read. The committee also 
reached out to Temu and Shein, ask-
ing their executives to explain how 
they verify the compliance of their 
supply chains with US law.

SINGAPORE (Agencies): The dol-
lar was subdued on Wednesday, 
weighed by bearish US labour mar-
ket data as investors fretted over the 
US debt ceiling and banking sector 
risks while waiting for the Federal 
Reserve’s policy decision later in 
the day. US job openings fell for a 
third straight month in March and 
layoffs increased to the highest in 
more than two years, data showed 
on Tuesday, offering some hope that 
softening in the labour market could 

aid the Fed’s fight against inflation. 
The dollar index, which measures 
the US currency against six rivals, 
eased 0.029% to 101.820 after sliding 
0.245% on Tuesday. The US central 

bank is widely expected to raise in-
terest rates by 25 basis points when 
it concludes a two-day meeting on 
Wednesday and investor focus will 
be on whether the Fed hints at a 
pause or further tightening. “The re-
action by currencies will come from 
whether the post-meeting statement 
and press conference are deemed 
‘hawkish’ or ‘dovish’,” said Joseph 
Capurso, head of international and 
sustainable economics at the Com-
monwealth Bank of Australia.

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s 
overall non-oil business activities wit-
nessed an improvement in April, as 
strong domestic demand triggered an 
increase in new orders at the fastest 
rate since September 2014, an econ-
omy tracker revealed.    The latest 
Riyad Bank Saudi Arabia Purchas-
ing Managers’ Index report, formerly 
known as the S&P Global Saudi Ara-
bia PMI, revealed that the Kingdom’s 
PMI went up to 59.6 in April from 58.7 

in March. This is fractionally lower 
than the eight-year peak in February, 
when the metric hit 59.8. According 
to the index, PMI readings above the 

50-mark show non-oil private sector 
growth, while those below 50 signal 
contraction. Naif Al-Ghaith, the chief 
economist at Riyad Bank, said: “April 
PMI data highlighted another steep 
expansion of business activity across 
the Kingdom’s non-oil private sector 
economy. We have witnessed rising 
tourism numbers, higher consumer 
spending and new business opportu-
nities related to major infrastructure 
projects.”

DUBAI (Agencies): Experts are 
evenly divided on their economic 
predictions for the near future, in 
particular the prospects of a global 
recession this year: 45 percent of 
those surveyed said it is likely and 
the same proportion said it is un-
likely, according to the latest Chief 
Economists Outlook report by the 

World Economic Forum. “The lat-
est edition of the Outlook highlights 
the uncertainty of current economic 
developments,” said Saadia Zahidi, 
the forum’s managing director. The 
May 2023 edition of the quarterly re-
port contained some signs of emerg-
ing optimism but the disruption in 
the banking industry this year has 

adversely affected global prospects. 
Almost 80 percent of chief econo-
mists believe central banks face a 
trade-off between managing infla-
tion and maintaining the stability 
of the financial sector, and a similar 
percentage expect central banks to 
struggle to reach their inflation tar-
gets.

IBM plans to replace 7,800 jobs with AI

UK regulator looks to simplify London listing rules

Dyson to build next-gen battery plant in Singapore

Tesla resumes US orders for Model 3 at lower price

India’s services activity hits 13-year high

Banking fears may prompt another Fed rate hike

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The CEO 
of IBM said he was eyeing to downsize 
the tech giant’s back office workforce 
by nearly a third because those jobs 
are being made redundant by ad-
vances in artificial intelligence.In an 
interview with Bloomberg on Monday, 
Arvind Krishna said that his company 
would enact a pause in hiring in those 
roles, and potentially reduce the pay-
roll by 7,800 jobs over several years. 
“These non-customer-facing roles 
amount to roughly 26,000 workers,” 
Krishna said. “I could easily see 30% of 
that getting replaced by AI and auto-
mation over a five-year period.” Back 
office employees are only a fraction of 
IBM’s roughly 260,000 workers, and 

the company has continued to hire in 
certain roles, even after recently let-
ting go about 5,000 workers in other 
areas, the Bloomberg report said. In a 
statement to AFP on Tuesday, an IBM 
spokesman cautioned that “there is 
no blanket hiring ‘pause’ in place” at 
the company, based in Armonk, New 
York.

LONDON (Agencies): Britain’s finan-
cial regulator on Tuesday launched 
proposals to simplify London stock 
market flotation rules, amid fierce 
competition from New York. The 
Financial Conduct Authority “pro-
poses to reform and streamline the 
listing rules in the UK to help attract 
a wider range of companies, encour-
age competition and improve choice 
for investors”, it said in a statement. 
The development comes as London’s 
top-tier FTSE 100 shares index battles 
to remain a global force after Brexit. 
London has already lost its crown as 
the top European trading hub follow-
ing Britain’s departure from the Eu-
ropean Union in early 2021, despite 

earlier post-Brexit reforms. The FCA 
said Tuesday that some issuers and 
advisers regarded rules for UK listings 
as “too complicated and onerous”. 
The watchdog proposes “significant 
changes” to the rulebook, including 
replacing standard and premium list-
ing segments with one single category 
for equity shares in commercial firms.

SINGAPORE (Agencies): Consumer 
electronics giant Dyson Ltd will open 
a new plant in Singapore to manu-
facture next-generation batteries for 
new products as it ramps up soft-
ware, artificial intelligence and prod-
uct development globally. The new 
facility, spanning the size of 53 bas-
ketball courts, is expected to be fully 
operational by 2025. It is part of Dys-
on’s ongoing £2.75 billion (US$3.4 
billion) five-year investment plan, 
the Singapore-headquartered com-
pany said in a statement Wednesday. 
Dyson will also open research and 
development campuses in the Philip-
pines and the UK as part of the plan. 
The three new sites will boost the 

company’s engineering and manu-
facturing capability to bring technol-
ogy to market more quickly, it said. 
In March last year, Dyson opened its 
new global headquarters in Singa-
pore and announced plans to invest 
US$1.1 billion in expanding its re-
search and engineering capabilities 
in the city-state.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Tesla Inc has 
resumed taking orders for its Model 
3 long-range version in the US, the 
company’s website showed late on 
Tuesday, after a temporary halt last 
year due to delivery backlogs. The 
long-range version of the entry-lev-
el Model 3 is priced at US$47,240 
currently, about 18.5% less than the 
US$57,990 it was priced at last Au-
gust when Tesla halted taking orders 
in the US and Canada. “Waitlist is too 
long. Will enable again as we ramp 
production,” Chief executive officer 
Elon Musk tweeted at that time in 
response to a user’s inquiry about 
the discontinuation of orders. Tes-
la expects to resume delivery of the 

long-range Model 3 electric sedan in 
June, according to the website. How-
ever, it is still not accepting orders 
in Canada, the website showed. The 
long-range version of the entry-level 
Model 3 has a range of more than 
523km on a single charge. To boost 
sales, Tesla has been regularly mod-
ifying the prices of its vehicles since 
the start of this year.

NEW DELHI (Agencies): India’s 
services activity accelerated at the 
quickest pace in almost 13 years 
in April, signalling that stronger 
demand for everything from tech-
nology to finance will keep Asia’s 
third-largest economy firmly on the 
path to world-beating growth. The 
S&P Global India services purchas-
ing managers’ index rose to 62 last 
month, the strongest level since 
June 2010, according to a statement 
Wednesday. The gauge was at 57.8 in 
March. A reading above 50 indicates 
expansion in activity, while a num-
ber below that denotes contraction. 

The strength in the services sector 
which contributes to more than 50% 
of gross domestic product shows the 
economy is in relatively good shape, 
unlike some manufacturing-reliant 
economies that have seen factory 
activity disappoint amid a darkening 
global trade outlook.

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The US 
Federal Reserve is widely expected to 
raise its benchmark lending rate for 
a 10th – and possibly final – time on 
Wednesday, as it looks to bring down 
inflation while aiming to prevent fresh 
banking concerns from spreading. 
The Fed has been on an aggressive 
campaign of interest-rate hikes since 
March last year, rapidly raising rates 
nine times in a row to help target high 
inflation, which remains stubborn-

ly above its long-term target of 2%. 
“Getting inflation back down to 2% 
has a long way to go and is likely to 
be bumpy,” Fed Chair Jerome Powell 
said during a press conference after 
the March rate decision. With the Fed-
eral Open Market Committee (FOMC) 
widely expected to raise its base rate by 
a quarter-point on Wednesday, analysts 
and traders are instead keeping a keen 
eye out for any change to the Fed’s for-
ward guidance on interest-rates.
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– �It’s a general reading which may differ 
from person to person because of time 
date and year.

– ARIES: It’s especially important that 
you keep your aggressive impulses in 
check today, as conflict could get real-
ly awful if left untended. Don’t escalate 
any situation unless you absolutely 
must.
– TAURUS: It’s hard to let go some-
times, and you’re finding it harder than 
ever right now. It’s important for you 
to at least make the effort, though, be-
cause you need some kind of closure 
soon. 
– GEMINI: You’re feeling a bit more re-
laxed about some issue that had been 
bothering you lately, but you shouldn’t 
ignore it completely! Make sure you 
make a little progress, but don’t worry 
about the pace.
– CANCER: You’re still feeling pretty 
intense right now, and that could mean 
it’s time for a change of some kind. That 
doesn’t necessarily mean you should 
just mix things up at random, though. 
Use your head!
– LEO: You may feel the urge to pur-
chase something that’s been around for 

a while, maybe not an antique, exactly, 
but something you see in an auction or 
thrift store or online that’s irresistible!
– VIRGO: Your heart is stronger than 
your head right now, and you should 
let it win every battle! It’s one of those 
days when you need to try to do what 
you feel is right no matter what the cost.
– LIBRA: Don’t feel too bad if you need 
to do things your way today. Sometimes 
that’s all you can do. If other folks get all 
riled up, that’s their problem. See if you 
can push them off for one more day.
– SCORPIO: Someone you might not 
expect gives you the respect you know 
you deserve. It’s a good time for you to 
take bold steps and assert yourself in 
places you may have been submissive 
in the past.
– SAGITTARIUS: Try to spend some 
time on your own today. It shouldn’t be 
all that hard, and you’re feeling a little 
moody so it should all work out. Some-
one needs to get through to you, but 
they can wait.
– CAPRICORN: If things look dire, 
turn to friends for help. More than one 
of them is concerned enough to drop 
what they’re doing to give you what you 
need. It should all end up working out 
quite well for you.
– ACQUARIUS: If you need to shut the 
door, make sure you have the option. 
Things are going to be weird and noisy 
and distracting today, and probably the 
best you can do is cloister yourself away 
for a bit.
– PISCES: You most likely need to sign 
something, or at least agree to it in prin-
ciple, and now is the time for that kind 
of decision. It might not feel exactly 
right, but it’s certainly the right thing to 
do.
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More to come from record-breaking Haaland, says Guardiola

Talor Gooch and Co. set for LIV Golf Tulsa May 12-14

Knicks top Heat 111-105, even Eastern Conference semifinal series

Alcaraz gets revenge over Zverev, Medvedev out of Madrid Open

Cambodia poised for SEA Games with Chinese flavour

Outstanding Olmo steers ten-man Leipzig to German Cup final

World-class athletes to legends: stars to watch at SEA Games

MANCHESTER (Agencies): Manches-
ter City striker Erling Haaland has 
broken several records this season but 
the Norway international still wants to 
improve his game, manager Pep Guar-
diola said. Haaland on Sunday became 
the first player in England’s top flight 
to score 50 goals in all competitions in 
a season since Tom Waring did so for 
Aston Villa in 1931. The 22-year-old is 
level with Alan Shearer and Andy Cole 
for a record-equalling haul of 34 goals 
in a Premier League campaign and 
Guardiola said there is more to come 

from the former Borussia Dortmund 
striker. “Always I said many times with 
Erling the future will be tough because 
you compare what he’s done,” Guar-

diola told reporters on Tuesday. “If he 
doesn’t score the goals like he’s scoring 
the people will say he’s in a bad situa-
tion but he can still improve. A lot. “We 
spoke about that, in the movement and 
the game itself he can improve. I think 
he has that. I have the feeling he has a 
desire to get better as a football play-
er. He can do it.” Reigning champions 
City host West Ham United later on 
Wednesday as they look to regain the 
top spot from Arsenal. Guardiola’s side 
are two points behind with two games 
in hand.

LONDON/WEST PALM BEACH, 
FLORIDA (Agencies): Fresh off a 
successful stretch of tournaments 
in Australia and Singapore that fea-
tured massive crowds, multiple holes-
in-one, a playoff finish and the first 
back-to-back individual winner in 
league history, LIV Golf will bring its 
star-studded lineup to Cedar Ridge 
Country Club in Broken Arrow, Okla-
homa for LIV Golf Tulsa, May 12-14. 
Showcasing many of the sport’s big-
gest names, LIV Golf’s 12 teams are led 
by the likes of four-time major winner 
Brooks Koepka, reigning Open cham-

pion Cameron Smith, World Golf Hall 
of Famer Phil Mickelson, two-time 
major winner Dustin Johnson, 2017 
Masters champion Sergio Garcia and 
2020 US Open champion Bryson De-
Chambeau. More than a quarter (13) 

of the league’s global field are major 
champions, with 24 major victories 
among them. The field of 48 players 
represents 16 different nations, in-
cludes 18 Olympians, and has made 
125 combined appearances in the 
Ryder Cup and Presidents Cup, with 
more than half of the league having 
competed in the biennial team events. 
In total, LIV Golf League players have 
amassed 533 worldwide wins across 
multiple tours, and four players have 
held the title of world No. 1. Local 
fans will welcome many familiar fac-
es when the players tee off on May 12.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Jalen Brun-
son scored 30 points and keyed the 
run the New York Knicks needed just 
in time to get by a Miami Heat team 
playing without Jimmy Butler, eve-
ning the Eastern Conference semifi-
nals at a game apiece with a 111-105 
victory Tuesday night. Julius Randle 
returned from a sprained left ankle 
that sidelined him in Game 1 with 25 
points, 12 rebounds and eight assists, 
and RJ Barrett scored 24 points for 

the No. 5-seeded Knicks. Josh Hart 
finished with 14 points, 11 rebounds 
and nine assists. But it was Brunson, 

who pointed the blame at himself and 
said he had to be better after going 0 
for 7 from 3-point range in the open-
er, who made the biggest plays in a 
game the Knicks trailed much of the 
way. Caleb Martin scored 22 points in 
place of Butler for the Heat, who host 
Game 3 on Saturday afternoon. They 
will hope to have Butler, the leading 
scorer in the playoffs who sat out af-
ter spraining his right ankle late in 
their 108-101 victory in the opener.

MADRID (Agencies): World No. 2 Car-
los Alcaraz breezed past Alexander 
Zverev 6-1, 6-2 to reach the Madrid 
Open quarterfinals on Tuesday. Third-
ranked Daniil Medvedev crashed out 
against Russian compatriot Aslan Kar-
atsev, 7-6 (7/1), 6-4, while Stefanos Tsit-
sipas eased through against Bernabe 
Zapata Miralles 6-3, 6-1. In the women’s 
competition world No. 2 Aryna Sabalen-
ka was forced to sweat by Mayar Sherif 
but eventually came through 2-6, 6-2, 

6-1 to reach the semifinals. Top-seeded 
Spaniard Alcaraz, who also beat Zverev 
in last season’s Madrid final, gained re-

venge for the German’s triumph when 
they met later in the 2022 French Open 
quarterfinals. Two-time Madrid win-
ner Zverev, 26, was blown away in the 
opening set. He improved a little in the 
second but not sufficiently to trouble Al-
caraz, who moved his opponent around 
at will. “I played at a great level, I didn’t 
let him dominate, I went on the attack 
the whole time, and above all, I returned 
really well,” said Alcaraz, who won in 
one hour 22 minutes.

PHNOM PENH (Agencies): Cambo-
dia will welcome thousands of ath-
letes from across the region when 
the Southeast Asian Games begin on 
Friday with an opening ceremony at 
a new stadium built and paid for by 
China. The capital Phnom Penh will 
stage the 32nd edition of the biennial 
SEA Games, the first time Cambodia 
plays host. More than 11,000 athletes, 
coaches and delegates from 10 other 
countries will descend on the country 

for the Games, which run until May 
17. Regional glory is up for grabs but 
competitors will also have one eye 

on the Asian Games in China in Sep-
tember-October and next year’s Paris 
Olympics. Southeast Asia’s finest will 
take part in a host of competitions in-
cluding athletics, swimming, badmin-
ton and football, as well as more ob-
scure sports such as Kun Bokator, an 
ancient Cambodian martial art. The 
Games will welcome world-class ath-
letes such as pole-vaulter Ernest John 
Obiena and weightlifter Vanessa Sar-
no, both from the Philippines.

BERLIN (Agencies): RB Leipzig for-
ward Dani Olmo scored one and set 
up three more first-half goals as the 
German Cup holders returned to the 
final, with a 5-1 win at Freiburg on 
Tuesday. In a rematch of last year’s 
final, which Leipzig won on penal-
ties, Freiburg started brightly but two 
goals in 90 seconds put them square-
ly on the back foot. Olmo headed 
Leipzig in front from a Dominik 
Szoboszlai cross after 13 minutes 
and assisted Benjamin Henrichs 

shortly after. The Spain forward teed 
up Szoboszlai and France winger 
Christopher Nkunku to give the vis-
itors a commanding 4-0 lead at half 

time. Leipzig were reduced to ten 
men with more than 30 minutes re-
maining when Josko Gvardiol pulled 
down Roland Sallai outside the box 
but Freiburg were unable to mount 
a comeback. Freiburg scored a late 
goal through Michael Gregoritsch, 
but Szoboszlai scored again from the 
spot in injury time for a dominant 
win. Promoted to the first-division 
for the first time in 2016, Leipzig 
have now appeared in four of the 
past five German Cup finals.

PHNOM PENH (AFP/APP): The 
Southeast Asian Games begin in 
Phnom Penh on Friday with the Cam-
bodian capital welcoming thousands 
of athletes from the region. AFP Sport 
picks out some of the stars hoping to 
light up the event. - Vanessa Sarno 
(Philippines) - With Olympic cham-
pion Hidilyn Diaz skipping Phnom 
Penh to focus on qualifying for Paris 
2024, heir apparent Sarno will carry 
Philippine weightlifting hopes. The 
19-year-old should be up to the chal-
lenge, having won an SEA Games 
gold last year in Hanoi, where she set 
a new Games record in the women’s 
71kg. - Puripol Boonson (Thailand) 
- The region’s teenage sprint king is 
also the world’s fastest-ever under-18 

100m runner with a time of 10.09sec 
last year. He won gold in the 100m, 
200m and 4x100m relay at the last 
SEA Games, while still only 16, but 
just missed out on a bronze months 
later at the World Athletics U20 
Championships. - Nguyen Thi Oanh 
(Vietnam) - The 27-year-old runner 
won three Games golds on home soil 
last time, in the 1500m, 5000m and 

3000m steeplechase. She will defend 
all three this time, across two gruel-
ling days. - Carlos Yulo (Philippines) 
- Because of rules limiting the num-
ber of events athletes can compete in, 
the star gymnast will only take part in 
four events, on bars and all-around. 
The former floor and vault world 
champion will be confident of add-
ing to his seven gold and seven silver 
SEA Games medals, but may have 
slight fitness worries. He pulled out 
of a meet in Egypt in late April after 
reportedly suffering an ankle injury 
during training. - Shanti Pereira (Sin-
gapore) - The sprinter is in the form of 
her life, clocking new national wom-
en’s records in the 100m (11.37sec) 
and 200m (22.89sec) last month.

No substitute for experience as Sabalenka  
rallies past Sherif

McIlroy takes aim at remaining majors after 
Masters disappointment

Zhang makes history for China by reaching 
Madrid last eight

MADRID (Agencies): Aryna Sabalen-
ka said her experience playing at the 
top level of women’s tennis was key 
to helping her pull through difficult 
matches after the world number two 
fought back from a set down to beat 
unseeded Egyptian Mayar Sherif at the 
Madrid Open. Sabalenka, who stopped 
consulting a psychologist in pre-season 
and took the mental aspect of her game 
into her own hands, said that earlier in 
her career she lacked the composure to 
win matches that were not going her 
way. “I’d get crazy and I would keep 
screaming, keep throwing the racket 
probably and keep giving her so many 
chances to win,” the Belarusian, who 
won the quarterfinal 2-6, 6-2, 6-1, told 

reporters. Sabalenka, who won her first 
Grand Slam title at the Australian Open 
this year, said the top players were able 
to take their opportunities by staying 
focused while younger players tend-
ed to overthink things. “You can play 
with more passion. You’re not going 
over-crazy about things. When you see 
an opportunity, you take it,” she added.

ORLANDO (Agencies): Rory McIlroy’s 
disappointing performance at the Mas-
ters left the Northern Irishman needing 
to take a break from the game but the 
world number three said he is ready to 
return to the Tour with renewed focus 
on the remaining three majors of the 
year. McIlroy, who won the last of his 
four majors in 2014, was looking to 
become the sixth player to complete 
the men’s career Grand Slam at Au-
gusta National but missed the cut by 
two shots. He then withdrew from the 

RBC Heritage at Hilton Head Island in 
South Carolina, a decision which cost 
him US$3 million and drew plenty of 
criticism from his fellow professionals. 
McIlroy told Golf Channel on Tuesday 
he needed the time away. “Obviously, 
after the disappointment of Augusta, 
and it’s been a pretty taxing 12 months 
mentally, so it was nice to just try to 
disconnect and get away from it,” he 
said. “I think for me it was a nice reset 
because I still had to realise that there’s 
three more majors this year, there’s a 
ton left to play for,” added the 33-year-
old, who will return at this week’s 
Wells Fargo Championship in North 
Carolina. The PGA Championship, the 
second major of the year, will be held 
later in May followed by the US Open 
in June and The Open Championship 
in July.

MADRID (Agencie): Zhang Zhizhen 
made history at the Madrid Open as 
he stunned American Taylor Fritz on 
Tuesday to become the first Chinese 
player to reach an ATP Masters 1000 
quarterfinal. The 26-year-old contin-
ued his dream run with a 3-6, 7-6(5), 
7-6(8) defeat of the eighth seed. 
Women’s world number two Aryna 
Sabalenka survived a scare against 
unseeded Egyptian Mayar Sherif, los-
ing the opening set before powering 
back to win 2-6, 6-2, 6-1. The Belar-
usian was not at her best and made 
37 unforced errors in the match, 
but the Australian Open champion 
bounced back midway through the 
second set to win 10 games in a row. 
Sherif, who has won one WTA 250 ti-
tle in her career, was gifted the first 

game, winning all her points through 
unforced errors from Sabalenka to 
break before building a 3-1 lead. The 
second seed saved a set point at 5-1 
but Sherif, playing in her first WTA 
1000 quarterfinal after beating three 
seeded players, served out to take 
the opening set. The Egyptian took 
the lead in the second set too before 
Sabalenka, who was a break down, 
finally found her groove to break four 
times and force a decider.
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 BP pays $1 Billion in UK windfall taxes
LONDON (Agencies): BP has paid 
around $1 billion in taxes on its UK 
North Sea profits since the so-called 
windfall tax was introduced in May 
2022, according to estimates from 
Bloomberg. During the first quarter of 
2023, BP paid around $300 million for 
the Energy Profits Levy (EPL), as the 
windfall tax is formally known, the 
supermajor’s CFO Murray Auchin-
closs told Bloomberg in an interview 
on Tuesday, when BP announced its 
first-quarter profits. The tax paid in the 
first quarter brings the total taxes paid 
for the EPL to some $1 billion, accord-
ing to Bloomberg. Despite falling oil 
and gas prices, BP on Tuesday reported 
$5 billion in profits for the first quarter, 
higher than the earnings for the fourth 
quarter of 2022 and above consensus 
estimates, thanks to what it described 
as “exceptional” gas trading and “a very 
strong oil trading result.” Excluding ad-

justing items, the underlying effective 
tax rate (ETR) for the first quarter was 
39%, compared with 33% for the same 
period a year ago, BP said. “The high-
er underlying ETR for the first quarter 
reflects the UK Energy Profits Levy on 
North Sea profits and other items,” it 
noted. Last week, another supermajor 
operating in the UK, TotalEnergies, 
said that its average tax rate of 41.4% in 
the first quarter of 2023 compares with 
38.7% in the first quarter of 2022, main-
ly as a result of the higher tax rate for 
Exploration & Production, related nota-
bly to the Energy Profits Levy in the UK.
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Global polycrisis creating uphill battle to end child marriage – UNICEF
UNITED NATIONS (APP): Despite a 
steady decline in child marriage in the 
last decade, multiple crises including 
conflict, climate shocks, and the ongo-
ing fallout from COVID-19 are threat-
ening to reverse hard-earned gains, a 
new report issued by the UN Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) said. Currently, one in 
five young women aged 20 to 24, were 
married as children, versus nearly one 
in four a decade ago, according to the 
report, which is entitled, Is an End to 

Child Marriage within Reach? Lat-
est trends and future prospects. “The 
world is engulfed by crises on top of 
crises that are crushing the hopes and 

dreams of vulnerable children, espe-
cially girls who should be students, not 
brides,” UNICEF Executive Director 
Catherine Russell said in a statement. 
“Health and economic crises, escalat-
ing armed conflicts, and the ravaging 
effects of climate change are forcing 
families to seek a false sense of refuge 
in child marriage. We need to do every-
thing in our power to ensure that their 
rights to an education and empowered 
lives are secured.”

Remains of missing 
Australian man found 

in crocodiles

Police detain man  
after ‘shotgun cartridg-

es’ thrown into  
Buckingham Palace

Suspect in Texas  
neighbor slayings 

arrested

Myanmar junta  
pardons 2,153 prison-
ers jailed for dissent 

against military

Kosovo, Serbia vow to 
work together  

to identify war missing

SYDNEY (AFP/APP): The remains of 
an Australian man who went missing 
on a fishing trip in crocodile-infested 
waters have been found inside two 
of the reptiles, police said Wednes-
day. The 65-year-old victim, named in 
Australian media as Kevin Darmody, 
had gone fishing on Saturday in far 
north Queensland as part of a group, 
that shooed away a crocodile so they 
could start fishing, police said. People 
fishing with the pub manager heard 
him “yell, scream very loudly, followed 
by a large splashing of water”, said 
Cairns police inspector Mark Hender-
son. Rangers later used rifles to shoot 
and kill two crocodiles -- one measur-
ing about 4.2 metres (14 feet) and the 
other 2.8 metres (nine feet) -- found 
upstream from where the group was 
fishing within Lakefield National Park. 
Examinations found human remains in 
both of the predators, police said. Hen-
derson described it as a “tragic, tragic 
ending”. The man was “a very nice fel-
low” from the rural north Queensland 
town of Laura, which has a population 
of about 130 people, Henderson said. 
Queensland state wildlife official Mi-
chael Joyce urged people to be wary.

LONDON (Agencies): Police in London 
on Tuesday arrested a man alleged-
ly armed with a knife and accused of 
throwing suspected shotgun cartridges 
into the grounds of Buckingham Pal-
ace. The arrest, at about 7:00 pm (1800 
GMT), comes just days before King 
Charles III’s coronation, which will be 
attended by global royalty and world 
leaders amid a massive security opera-
tion. The Metropolitan Police said offi-
cers also conducted a controlled explo-
sion on a suspicious bag the man was 
carrying “as a precaution”. It later add-
ed that it was not treating the matter as 
terrorism-related at this time. The man 
has been arrested on suspicion of pos-
session of an offensive weapon after he 
was searched and a knife was found, 
the London force said in an update 
some three hours after the incident.

Washington (AFP/APP):A man accused 
of massacring five neighbors after they 
asked him to stop firing his rifle in 
his yard was captured Tuesday after 
a days-long manhunt, Texas law en-
forcement said. Francisco Oropesa had 
eluded authorities since the shooting 
Friday in the small town of Cleveland in 
southeastern Texas. “We now have this 
man in custody,” San Jacinto County 
Sheriff Greg Capers told reporters at a 
press conference Tuesday night.

YANGON (Agencies): Myanmar’s jun-
ta on Wednesday announced it had 
pardoned more than 2,000 prisoners 
jailed under a law that criminalises en-
couraging dissent against the military. 
The military pardoned “2,153 prisoners 
serving sentences under Penal Code 
505 (a) to mark Kasone Full Moon 
Day”, a Buddhist festival, the junta said 
in a statement. The law -- which car-
ries a maximum three-year jail term 
-- has been widely used in the junta’s 
crackdown on dissent since it seized 
power in February 2021. The military 
ordered the pardons “for the peaceful 
mind of the people and on humanitari-
an grounds,” the statement said. Those 
who re-offend will have to serve the 
remainder of their sentence with an 
additional penalty, it added. More than 
21,000 people have been arrested since 
the military ousted Aung San Suu Kyi’s 
government and plunged the country 
into turmoil, according to a local mon-
itoring group. At least 170 journalists 
have been arrested since the putsch, 
according to the United Nations. The 
country typically grants amnesties to 
thousands of prisoners to mark nation-
al holidays or Buddhist festivals.

BRUSSELS (AFP/APP): The leaders of 
Kosovo and Serbia promised to work to-
gether to urgently identify the remains 
of people still missing following the 
1990s conflict, the EU’s foreign policy 
chief said Tuesday. Of the 6,065 cases 
of people who have gone missing fol-
lowing the 1998-99 war, 1,621 remain 
unresolved, Josep Borrell said. The 
pledge came after Kosovo’s Prime Min-
ister Albin Kurti and Serbian President 
Aleksandar Vucic held talks in Brussels 
mediated by the European Union to nor-
malise ties between the two countries. 
The fate of the missing is one of many 
hot-button issues thwarting the normal-
isation. Kurti and Vucic “reaffirmed the 
importance of resolving the fate of the 
remaining missing persons, to bring 
closure to the suffering of their loved 
ones and to foster lasting reconciliation 
and peace”, Borrell said in a statement. 
They also “noted the urgent need for 
additional joint efforts to alleviate the 
situation of the affected families and the 
wider community”, he added. The “op-
erational details” will be agreed at the 
next meeting of the EU-facilitated talks 
at the chief negotiators’ level. “Resolving 
the issue of missing persons is not only a 
humanitarian obligation. It is also a cru-
cial enabler for reconciliation and trust 
between people,” Borrell said.

Greece bans party linked to neo-Nazi group 
from May vote

 Loneliness as Deadly as Smoking –  
US Surgeon General 

Death toll increases to 95 after Rwanda flash floods

Part-Arab models Imaan Hammam,  
Gigi Hadid shut down Met Gala carpet 

ATHENS (AFP/APP): Greece’s Su-
preme Court on Tuesday banned a 
party founded by a jailed member 
of the neo-Nazi Golden Dawn group 
from contesting the May 21 general 
election. The far-right Hellenes party 
of Ilias Kasidiaris, a convicted leader 
of the now disbanded Golden Dawn, 
will not be able to field candidates, 
the court’s assembly ruled by a ma-
jority of nine to one, a legal source 
said. The small nationalist party 
Hellenes was formed in 2020 by Ka-
sidiaris, the former spokesman and 
lawmaker of Golden Dawn, a few 
months before he was sent to prison. 
He was among several top Golden 
Dawn members handed heavy pris-
on sentences in October 2020 by 
a court that labelled the neo-Nazi 

party a criminal organisation. The 
judges deemed Hellenes to be a 
“continuation of Golden Dawn”, the 
legal source said. Greek government 
spokesman Akis Skertsos welcomed 
what he called a “historic decision” 
that would prevent “the enemies of 
democracy” from sitting in parlia-
ment. “It’s our common duty to pro-
tect democracy,” he added.

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — Wide-
spread loneliness in the U.S. poses 
health risks as deadly as smoking up 
to 15 cigarettes daily, costing the health 
industry billions of dollars annually, the 
U.S. surgeon general said Tuesday in de-
claring the latest public health epidem-
ic. About half of U.S. adults say they’ve 
experienced loneliness, Dr. Vivek Mur-
thy said in an 81-page report from his 
office. “We now know that loneliness 
is a common feeling that many people 
experience. It’s like hunger or thirst. It’s 
a feeling the body sends us when some-
thing we need for survival is missing,” 

Murthy told The Associated Press in an 
interview. “Millions of people in Amer-
ica are struggling in the shadows, and 
that’s not right. That’s why I issued this 
advisory to pull back the curtain on a 
struggle that too many people are expe-
riencing.” The declaration is intended 
to raise awareness around loneliness 
but won’t unlock federal funding or 
programming devoted to combatting 
the issue. Research shows that Amer-
icans, who have become less engaged 
with worship houses, community or-
ganizations and even their own fam-
ily members in recent decades, have 
steadily reported an increase in feel-
ings of loneliness. The number of sin-
gle households has also doubled over 
the last 60 years. But the crisis deeply 
worsened when COVID-19 spread, 
prompting schools and workplaces to 
shut their doors and sending millions 
of Americans to isolate at home away 
from relatives or friends.

KIGALI (Agencies): At least 95 people 
have been killed in western Rwanda 
in flooding triggered by heavy rains. 
“Flooding and landslides caused by 
heavy rains last night in Western 
Province has caused over 55 deaths,” 
government spokesperson Yolande 
Makolo initially told reporters. But 
François Habitegeko, governor of 
Rwanda’s Western Province, later told 
Reuters news agency that the death 
toll stood at 95. A video clip posted 
on the state-run Rwanda Broadcast-
ing Agency’s Twitter account showed 
muddy water running along a road 
and houses that had been destroyed. 
“It rained heavily all night, causing 
immense suffering in the districts of 
Ngororero, Rubavu, Nyabihu, Rut-
siro, and Karongi,” Habitegeko said. 
The hardest-hit districts in his prov-

ince were Rutsiro, with 26 dead, Ny-
abihu with 19, and 18 each in Rubavu 
and Ngororero, he added. “The soil 
was already soaked from the previ-
ous days of rain, which caused land-
slides that closed roads,” added the 
governor. Habitegeko said the rain 
started at about 6pm (16:00 GMT) on 
Tuesday and the River Sebeya burst 
its banks. The Rwanda Meteorology 
Agency had said the East African na-
tion is expected to receive above-av-
erage rainfall in May.

NEW YORK (Agencies): Dutch Moroc-
can Egyptian model Imaan Hammam 
shut down the Met Gala carpet this 
week wearing a white dress by Irish de-
signer Michael Stewart’s label Stand-
ing Ground. The form-fitting, long 
sleeved dress had cream-colored fringe 
detailing at the waist. US Palestinian 
Dutch model Gigi Hadid was also in at-
tendance. She wore a Givenchy ensem-
ble in black with feathers, a drop waist 
and sheer train in tulle. It took more 
than 300 hours to make. Meanwhile, 
Rihanna turned heads encased in white 
camellias on a jacket with a long train 

gown. In the spirit of Lagerfeld him-
self, Rihanna and her Valentino cou-
ture had the carpet to themselves save 
her partner, A$AP Rocky, who wore a 
red tartan skirt over crystal-studded 
jeans with a train of his own. Around 
her neck was a short Bulgari necklace 
in Akoya cultured pearls and pearl-
shaped diamonds. Lagerfeld was the 
honoree at the A-list gala with many 
in the crowd of about 400 dressed in 
vintage looks from the fashion houses 
where he worked during a career of 
more than 60 years. Dua Lipa walked 
in a white Chanel ballgown from the 
fashion house’s archive and Nicole 
Kidman chose a look Lagerfeld him-
self made for her 20 years ago. Lipa, a 
gala co-chair, wore a Tiffany & Co. dia-
mond around her neck. She called her 
cream-colored dress, by Chanel from 
1992, “very, very special” as it has been 
on her mood boards.


