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Pakistan Economic Survey 2022-23 reveals a grim tale of the economy

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Pakistan’s
Finance Minister, Ishaq Dar, present-
ed an overview of the country’s eco-
nomic situation and outlined plans
for recovery. The projected Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) growth of 5%
for the fiscal year 2023 fell significant-
ly short, with only 0.3% growth re-
corded. The agriculture and services
sectors experienced modest growth
rates of 1.5% and 0.86%, respectively,
while the industrial sector contract-
ed by a concerning 3%. Mr. Dar ex-
pressed discontent with the previous
government, attributing the economic
setback to their governance. He em-
phasized the need to resume devel-
opment from where it was left off in
2017, focusing on inclusive and resil-
ient growth, investor confidence, and
market stability. To provide hope for
the future, the finance minister pre-
viewed the upcoming budget for the
next fiscal year. He announced plans
to increase the federal Public Sector
Development Programme to Rsl.15
trillion, which would be comple-
mented by an additional Rs1.6 trillion
through provincial development pro-
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grams. These investments are expect-
ed to contribute to GDP growth in the
coming year.The minister emphasized
the government’s commitment to ad-
dressing various challenges by priori-
tizing the “five Es”: exports, e-Pakistan
(digitization), environment, energy
and infrastructure, and equity and
empowerment. Additionally, efforts
will be made to revive the China-Paki-
stan Economic Corridor (CPEC) and
implement the post-floods Resilient
Recovery, Rehabilitation, and Recon-
struction Framework (4RF). Mr. Dar
hinted at forthcoming salary and pen-
sion increases for government em-
ployees, as well as special incentives
for agriculture, information technolo-
gy, and manufacturing sectors in the
upcoming budget. He stated that the
government’s macroeconomic recov-
ery plan involves fiscal measures and
structural reforms, with further details
to be revealed in his budget speech.
Acknowledging the challenging cir-
cumstances faced by the current gov-
ernment, the finance minister argued
that it would be unfair to compare
their performance against the previ-
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ously set growth targets. He identi-
fied three major setbacks, including a
substantial trade deficit, delayed dis-
bursements for development projects,
and the adverse effects of last year’s
monsoons. Mr. Dar expressed opti-
mism regarding the completion of the
9th review by the International Mon-
etary Fund (IMF) and highlighted the
need to address the undervaluation of
the Pakistani currency caused by mar-
ket perceptions and the IMF drama.
He urged the media to educate the
public about the artificial undervalu-
ation and discouraged citizens from
converting their holdings into dollars
and gold. The finance minister reas-
sured that Pakistan is not insolvent
and has valuable assets to manage its
debts. He emphasized the importance
of responsible spending and stated
that budget numbers would only be
shared with the IMF upon the prime
minister’s decision. He concluded by
stating that the current IMF program
would end on June 30, and the next
government would determine if an-
other program should be negotiated
after the general elections.

Washington banned Kiev from signing truce with Moscow

MOSCOW (Agencies): Nikolay Patru-
shev, one of Russia’s senior security of-
ficials, has accused the US and the UK
of standing in the way of peace. Unlike
the peoples of Russia and Ukraine, the
two English-speaking countries are
interested in prolonging the violence
and do not care about human suf-
fering, he alleged. “I can identify the
nations that are most interested [in
continued hostilities] — they are the US
and England,” he said on Thursday
during a press conference in Belarus.
“And one should clearly realize that
they do not care about people dying,
because it’s not their people, they are
not waging the war on their own soil.”

— Russian security chief

Patrushev, who serves as secretary of
the Security Council, reminded jour-
nalists that Moscow and Kiev were on
the verge of a truce in the first weeks
of the conflict. But the Ukrainian gov-
ernment pulled out of peace talks
under US pressure, he added. The of-
ficial was referring to negotiations in
Istanbul, during which Ukraine pro-
posed to pledge neutrality in exchange
for security guarantees, to which Mos-
cow provisionally agreed. “Russia is
not the ultimate target [for Western
nations],” Patrushev assessed. “Their
ultimate target is China. They [in-
tend to] dominate the world, but that
is unacceptable and won’t happen.”

Patrushev was visiting the Belarusian
capital Minsk for a meeting of security
chiefs from members of the Collective
Security Treaty Organization (CSTO),
a regional mutual defense bloc that
also includes Armenia, Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan. Russian of-
ficials have described the hostilities in
Ukraine as part of a larger proxy war
waged by the US and its allies against
Moscow, aimed at preserving Western
powers’ hegemony. Washington has
declared the “strategic defeat” of Rus-
sia as its goal in Ukraine and pledged
to provide military assistance to Kiev
for as long as it takes to achieve that
objective.

Millions under hazy skies as Canadian wildfire smoke spreads

NEW YORK (Agencies): Millions

of people in North America are un- |

der air quality advisories as wild-

fires burning across Canada have '

prompted evacuations, disrupted
air travel and caused apocalyptic,
smoke-filled skies even thousands of
kilometres from the blazes. The Na-
tional Weather Service in the United

States extended air quality alerts on {

Thursday for the East Coast from
New England to South Carolina,
as well as parts of the Midwest in-
cluding Ohio, Indiana and Michigan.
Health officials in more than a doz-
en US states have also warned res-
idents that spending time outdoors
could cause respiratory issues due

# to the high levels of fine particulates
i inthe atmosphere. Canada is experi-

encing its worst-ever start to wildfire
season on record, experts have said,
with blazes reported in nearly all the
country’s provinces and territories
since May. More than 400 Canadian
wildfires are still burning, particular-
ly in the eastern province of Quebec,
where approximately 150 fires were
reported as of Thursday morning
and some 13,500 people have been
forced to evacuate.However, Que-
bec Premier Francois Legault said
during an afternoon news confer-
ence that the situation was “stable”
and no deaths or serious injuries had
been reported so far.
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[ran’s president to visit three Latin American
countries next week

MEXICO CITY (Agencies): Irani-
an President Ebrahim Raisi will visit
Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela next
week, Iran’s state news agency IRNA
announced on Wednesday, adding that
the upcoming tour stemmed from in-
vites from the presidents of each of
the Latin American nations. IRNA said
documents to expand bilateral cooper-
ation will be signed between Iran and
the three countries during Raisi’s vis-
it, mentioning economic, political and
scientific issues, but without going into
further detail. The state news agency
said Raisi will leave Tehran on June 11.
The three-country tour will give Raisi
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face time with three regional allies, each
of whom lead leftists governments that
have been accused by critics of human
rights violations. Iran and Venezuela
are both members of the Organization
of the Petroleum Exporting Countries

(OPEQ).

US to give $150m in aid for Syria, Iraq at Saudi
conference on combating Daesh group

DUBAI (Agencies): Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said Thursday that the
US would provide nearly $150 million
in aid for areas in Syria and Iraq that
were liberated from the Daesh extrem-
ist group. He spoke at a ministerial
conference hosted by Saudi Arabia on
combating the group, which no longer
controls any territory — but whose af-
filiates still carry out attacks across Afri-
ca, Asia and the Middle East. The Glob-
al Coalition to Defeat Daesh includes
more than 80 countries and continues
to coordinate action against the extrem-

ist group, which at its height controlled
large parts of Syria and Iraq. Blinken
said the US pledge is part of new fund-
ing amounting to more than $600 mil-
lion. “Poor security and humanitarian
conditions. Lack of economic opportu-
nity. These are the fuel for the kind of
desperation on which Daesh feeds and
recruits,” he said, using a common ac-
ronym for the extremist group. “So we
have to stay committed to our stabiliza-
tion goals.” Blinken co-hosted the con-
ference as part of a two-day visit to the
Kingdom in which he met with senior
Saudi officials, including Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. Blinken also
attended a meeting of Gulf foreign
ministers. The Saudis have launched
wide-ranging diplomatic efforts to wind
down their war in Yemen, resolve a
crisis with Qatar, restore relations with
archrival Iran and welcome Syria’s
President Bashar Assad back into the
Arab League after a 12-year boycott.

Scientists find ‘lost world’in billion-yearold

Australia

CANBERRA (Agencies): Scientists
have discovered a “lost world” of an-
cient organisms in billion-year-old
rocks from northern Australia that they
say could change the world’s under-
standing of humans’ earliest ancestors.
The microscopic creatures, known as
Protosterol Biota, are part of a family of
organisms called eukaryotes and lived
in Earth’s waterways about 1.6 billion
years ago, according to the researchers.
Eukaryotes have a complex cell struc-
ture that includes mitochondria, the
cell’s “powerhouse”, and a nucleus, its
“control and information centre”. Mod-
ern forms of eukaryotes include fungi,
plants, animals and single-celled organ-
isms such as amoebae. Humans and
all other nucleated creatures can trace
their ancestral lineage back to the last
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eukaryotic common ancestors (LECA),
which lived more than 1.2 billion years
ago. The new discoveries “appear to be
the oldest remnants of our own lineage
— they lived even before LECA,” said
Benjamin Nettersheim, who complet-
ed his PhD at the Australian National
University (ANU) and is now based at
the University of Bremen in Germany.
“These ancient creatures were abun-
dant in marine ecosystems across the
world and probably shaped ecosystems
for much of Earth’s history.”

Bangladesh suffers long power cuts amid worst

heatwave in ecades |

DHAKA (Agencies): A crippling pow-
er crisis has added to the misery of the
Bangladeshis as they reel under the
country’s longest heatwave in decades.

Tens of thousands of primary and sec-
ondary schools have been shut down
by the government this week as tem-
peratures surged to more than 40 de-
grees Celsius (104 degrees Fahrenheit)
in Dhaka. Other cities such as Rangpur
recorded a high of 41 degrees Celsius
— the highest there since 1958. Officials
at the Bangladesh Meteorological De-
partment said they had not seen such
a prolonged heatwave since the coun-
try’s independence in 1971. Earlier this
week, operations at Bangladesh’s big-
gest power plant were suspended as
the government is unable to import fuel
due to a decline in foreign exchange re-
serves and the depreciating value of the
Bangladeshi taka which depreciated
about 25 percent against the US dollar
last year. Officials say the power crisis
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is likely to linger and could even wors-
en due to the financial crisis. According
to the Bangladesh Bank, the country’s
forex stockpile has gone below $30bn
for the first time in seven years. It was
$46bn a year ago. The closure of the
1320 MW Payra power plant, the coun-
try’s largest, due to a shortage of coal
has only compounded the crisis. While
the government assured the plant will
be operational by the end of this month,
a top official at its operating company,
the North-West Power Generation Com-
pany (NWPGC), who requested ano-
nymity, told Al Jazeera it was “highly
unlikely”.
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Two policemen among three martyred in Swat

PESHAWAR (APP): Unknown mis-
creants on Thursday shot dead
three people including two police
constables near Sabzi Mandi area
in Mingora city of Swat district. SP
Farman said, two police constables,
deployed at Mingora police station
were on duty near Sabzi Mandi in
Mingora when two unknown mis-
creants fired at them. As a result of
firing, he said two police constables;

named Umara Khan and Ashraf
Ali were martyred on the scene. A
passerby identified as Musa Khan
also received bullet wounds and
died on the way to the hospital. The
passerby, Musa Khan, was an em-
ployee of a private bank in Mingora.
The assailants managed to flee the
scene after the killing spree. SP Far-
man said, it was an attack carried
out by the terrorists adding that a

search operation has been launched
in the district to nab them. All the
exit points of the district have been
sealed to prevent the escape of the
terrorists from the district. Mean-
while, the relatives of the martyred
police constables blocked the main
Saidu Road in Swat in protest of the
Kkilling of policemen. They demand-
ed early arrest of the killers of the
constables.

PHC conducts hearing in trial of May 9 accused in military courts

PESHAWAR (APP): A two-mem-
ber bench of Peshawar High Court
(PHC) on Thursday conducted a
hearing on the petitions filed against
the trial of the suspects arrested in
cases of May 9 and 10 incidents in
the military court. The applications
were heard by Justice Ishtiaq Ibra-
him and Justice Sahibzada Asadul-
lah who questioned how civilian
cases could be handled under the

Official Secrets Act. Justice Ishti-
aq Ibrahim noted that the punish-
ment under the Official Secret Act
is court-martial and it required an
interpretation of the Constitution.
The counsel of the petitioner’s Ad-
vocate Shah Faisal contended that
after 23rd constitutional amend-
ment, the trial of civilians could not
be done in the military courts while
the cases of some seven suspects of

May 9 and 10 incidents had already
been referred to the military. The
Additional Attorney General Dani-
yal Chamkani informed the court
that earlier the Army Act was not in-
cluded in the FIR and the same was
already told by the District Public
Prosecutor Officer. The court ad-
journed the hearing till June 13 and
asked the respondents to come with
the record.

Peshawar University Employees Announce Boycott Of Classes

PESHAWAR (APP): A Joint Action
Committee (JAC) of teachers, Class-
III and IV and Sanitation Staff of
the University of Peshawar (UOP)
on Thursday announced a complete
boycott of classes, administrative
and official affairs. A press release
of JAC issued here after an emer-
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gency general body meeting con-
vened here in front of the adminis-
tration block of the university said
that the UOP administration has
failed to implement the terms and
conditions of a previously agreed
memorandum between JAC and the
administration due to which they
had announced the boycott from
8:30 am to 1300 hours daily. It issued
an eight-point charter of demands
which included the implementation
of the previous agreement of JAC
and university administration, the
constitution of a judicial commis-
sion to probe the killing of Saglain
Banghash, fee issues of university
employees, payment of DRA allow-

ance, ad-hoc allowance and house
requisition at Federal government
rates, increase in pay and pension
of employees and implementation
of the past agreement with Islamic
College University. It is pertinent to
mention that Peshawar University
which is one of the prestigious and
old universities in the country also
remained closed for 43 days due to
the protest of teachers and all staff
of the university and it was ended af-
ter an agreement between JAC and
the university administration. The
University employees again warned
of a strike in case of non-implemen-
tation of the same agreement in let-
ter and spirit.

PIC implants first pulmonary valve
in teenager without cut

PESHAWAR (APP): Peshawar Institute
of Cardiology (PIC) has successfully
performed Khyber Pakhtunkhwa’s
first Pulmonary Valve Implantation
procedure in a child without a cut. PIC
is the first public sector cardiac hospital
in the province which has achieved the
milestone by successfully performing
the first-of-its-kind implantation of a
pulmonary valve to a 17-year patient
and brightened the life hopes of chil-
dren suffering from complex heart dis-
eases in the province, said a spokesper-
son of PIC Riffat Anjum. She said that
Prof Dr Jjaz Hussain, Head of Pediatric
Cardiology of PIC along with his teams
performed the implantation procedure
on a child suffering from post-Op TOF
(Tetralogy of Fallot), with shortness of
breath and palpitations. The patient

previously had three surgeries in Pe-
shawar, Lahore and India in 2006, 2008
and 2010 respectively, but after his 3rd
surgery, the patient’s pulmonary valve
was damaged and had signs of valvular
insufficiency. Dr [jaz Hussain said that
there were two options for them either
to go for open heart surgery or non-
invasive percutaneous valve replace-
ment, adding that due to the previous
three surgeries, this was high-risk sur-
gery therefore non-invasive percutane-
ous Pulmonary valve replacement was
offered to the patient. According to the
spokesperson, this procedure was con-
ducted at the Peshawar Institute of Car-
diology by Prof Dr Ijaz Hussain along
with the PIC cardiology team, LRH
Paeds cardiology head Dr Sadia Ilyas
and doctors from UK and UAE.
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ATC seeks record in bail application
of former PTI MPA Malik Wajid

PESHAWAR (APP): The Judge of An-
ti-Terrorism Court (ATC) Amir Nazir
on Thursday sought records from
police during a hearing on the bail
application of former Pakistan Teh-
reek-e-Insaf’s MPA Malik Wajid and
adjourned the hearing till June 21.
The accused was arrested by police

station Khan Raziq Shaheed and po-
lice station Chamkani on charges of
vandalism and arson on May 9 and
10 in the city. The police said that the
accused was involved in vandalism
and arson during May 9 and 10 vio-
lent protests and caused damages to
public and private properties.

Hot, dry weather to prevail in most KP

PESHAWAR (APP): The Provincial
Meteorological Center Peshawar on
Thursday predicted that hot and dry
weather is expected over most dis-
tricts of the province while very hot
in southern districts. However, iso-
lated thunderstorm-rain occurred
in Abbottabad & Kohistan districts.
Rain recorded (in mm): Kakul-Ab-
bottabad 03 & Pattan-Kohistan 01.
The maximum and minimum tem-

peratures recorded in centigrade
at different stations of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa were Peshawar City
38/24, Chitral 33/15, Timergara
35/20, Dir 32/15, Mirkhani 37/14,
Kalam 25/06, Drosh 33/19, Saidu
Sharif 34/17, Pattan 36/23, Malam
Jabba 21/13, Takht Bhai 36/27, Ka-
kul 28/15, Balakot 31/17, Parachinar
27/11, Bannu 39/23, Cherat 31/18,
D.I. Khan 38/26.

Governor assures all out support to
Gandhara Hindko Board’s delegation

PESHAWAR (APP): A representa-
tive delegation of Gandhara Hind-
ko Board headed by caretaker KP
Minister for Trade and Industry,
Adnan Jalil on Thursday called on
Governor Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Ghulam Ali here at the Governor’s
House. The delegation consisted of
General Secretary Gandhara Hind-
ko Board Muhammad Zia Uddin,
Joint Secretary Ahmad Nadeem
Awan, executive members Sharafat
Ali, Zia Ul Haq Sarhadi, Haji Ehsan
Ali, Gul Arbab, Professor Samina
Iffat and others. The delegation ap-
prised the governor of efforts made
by the board for the promotion of
the Hindko language on national
and international levels. Shedding
light on the promotion of the Hind-
ko language, Muhammad Zia Uddin
said the Gandhara Hindko Board
was formed some 30 years ago with
efforts of the then board members

and financial support of the provin-
cial government. An academy of the
board was working on the diffusion
and promotion of the Hindko lan-
guage for the last eight years. The
governor was told that Gandhara
Hindko Board and the academy had
so far released and published 500
books for the promotion of the Hind-
ko language. The governor on the
occasion lauded the performance of
the Hindko Board and its members
and said that languages spoken in
Pakistan were like a bouquet. These
languages were not only the cus-
todian but the identity of the local
people and their culture. He assured
complete support to the delegation
on the part of the government and
said the KP government would dou-
ble the grant allocated for the acad-
emy. He said Hindko was the identi-
ty of Peshawar and its acclaim was
much necessary at all levels.

Education vital for eradicating extremism,
violence from society: Dr. Ayaz

PESHAWAR (APP): Chief Coordina-
tion Officer Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Cen-
tre of Excellence on Countering Violent
Extremism, Dr. Ayaz Khan Thursday
said that education played an import-
ant role in eliminating violence and ex-
tremism from the society and promot-
ing peace and tolerance. He expressed
these views while addressing a seminar
organized at the Institute of Education
and Research Peshawar. Director of the
institute Prof. Dr. Inamullah Khan and
senior educationists also addressed the
seminar while faculty members and
students participated in it. Director of

Administration, Waqarullah of Cen-
tre of Excellence and Assistant Prof.
Amjad Rebaa was also present on the
occasion. Dr. Ayaz Khan said that Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Centre of Excellence
on Countering Violent Extremism had
been established under the National
Action Plan (NAP), a historic docu-
ment signed by the consensus of all
stakeholders to eradicate extremism
and terrorism from the country. He said
that today our country and region were
facing the challenges of extremism and
violence, which had threatened the
peace and stability of the society.

Mobile game prepared by Peshawar youth receives more than 20 m downloads

PESHAWAR (APP): A mobile game
prepared by a group of IT-educated
youth from Peshawar sets record
attractiveness across the globe by
scoring more than 20 million down-
loads and a rating of 4.9 by sub-
scribers on the Google play store
app within a year. Titled "Ryuko,
Legend of Shadow Hunter’ is pre-
pared in 2022 by a group of young
IT experts from Peshawar who
submitted a startup in the name of
Horizon games with the Nation-
al Incubation Center (NIC). “This
is a combat game reflecting Japa-
nese culture wherein a girl fights
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to rescue her grandfather and had
to fight with different monsters for
reaching him,” informs Adnan-ud-
Din Digital Media Strategist at NIC
Peshawar. The team members of
Horizon Games consist of around
12 members who all are IT educat-
ed and belonged to different cities
of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and re-
sides in Peshawar, Adnan informed
APP. Ryuko can be claimed as the
top game in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
which attracted more than 20 mil-
lion subscribers from across the
globe. The promotion and positive
feedback to Ryuko have highlighted
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the potential of gaming as an export
industry and diverted the attention
of IT experts from gaining from op-
portunities offered by this sector,
Adnan added. Adnan said in Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa most IT profes-
sionals and youngsters show their
focus on e-commerce, but this start-
up of Ryuko by Horizon Games and
its success at the international level
has opened new avenues for young-
sters and trainers as well. NIC Pe-
shawar will now focus more on the
promotion of the gaming sector in
the startup ecosystem for opening
new opportunities for youngsters to
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explore, learn and earn. The Ryu-
ko, Legend of Shadow Hunter, has
also made very handsome earnings
for its founders by selling it to a
US-based IT firm, Monstermob. “It
took several years to gain success
in the gaming field and we are very
much satisfied with the outcome
of consistent efforts,” shared the
founders of Ryuko who spoke on
the condition of not disclosing their
identity. They disclosed that the
Horizon team members are work-
ing on re-making its game " Takashi’
which was prepared a couple of
years earlier.
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Airport Security

The director general of Pakistan Civil Aviation Authority’s (CAA) strong words
about airport security agencies should be taken very seriously. The DG was
speaking at a meeting for the Senate Standing Committee on Aviation. A lot of
what he stated has been known to many that have travelled outside Pakistan
and have crossed paths with Customs, the Airport Security Force (ASF) or the
Anti-Narcotics Force (ANF)—it is hardly a pleasant experience.

Apart from being subjected to baggage checks three times for some unknown
reason—where each step is essentially the same as the last—there are multiple
other hoops travellers have to jump through, often with little to no explanation.
The processes and rules that govern these exchanges are often kept unclear on
purpose so that these state officials can use them against passengers to make a
quick bribe through the threat of a missed flight, jail time or just plain harass-

ment.

It is unclear why the rules governing airport security are so muddled here in
Pakistan. There should be no cause for three security services to operate with
overlapping jurisdiction at all airports. There are avenues for corruption and mis-
management and the rules in place all but ensure that these loopholes remain in

place, to the detriment of travellers.

Apart from this, there is a trend among government employees to be incessantly
rude to anyone they interact with while on duty. Reforms must be made—both
to improve transparency and remove problematic practices and harassment, and
to improve the overall behaviour of airport security as state employees. Airports
are the first impression for foreign citizens, and expatriates and also an important
gateway for local citizens. We need to improve the public service being provided

at terminals and all surrounding areas.

Afghan girls turn cave into school,
raise hope for children

Afghan girls who educate the children
of poor families living in caves in a class-
room in Bamyan, one of Afghanistan’s
most deprived provinces, instil hope for
the future of the children.

Ruya Serferaz (18) and her English
class friend, Besbegum Havari (19),
set off every day, regardless of adverse
weather conditions, and teach Persian,
English, mathematics, geography and
painting to children in a cave that serves
as their classroom, two hours from their
home. The two friends, with the help of
the children, cleaned the cave they have
turned into a classroom, decorated the
walls with various handcrafts made of
painting, calligraphy and paper, mak-
ing it a glimmer of hope for the future
of helpless and poor families. Boys and
girls, age four to 15, repeat what their
teachers teach them in unison, and
write down what they learned that day
in their notebooks. When asked about
what occupation they would choose, the
answer is a teacher; a doctor or a pilot.

- Students cannot go to public schools
Located about four hours west of the
capital, Kabul, Bamyan is among the
most deprived areas of Afghanistan.
The province, the majority of which is
composed of Shia Hazaras, is far be-
hind many provinces in terms of literacy
rate. The deepening humanitarian crisis
in the country affected poor families the
most, as the Taliban came to power in
Afghanistan in August 2021, and the
international aid on which the country
had been heavily dependent until then,
was cut off. Many families in Bamyan,
unable to even meet their basic needs,
live in caves along the mountains in the
Taibuti region, where Buddha statues
were destroyed by the Taliban in 2001.
Many of those who work in jobs that
require physical strength complain of
not being able to find a job as before.
According to UN data, 28.3 million peo-
ple in Afghanistan, which has a popula-
tion of around 40 million, are in need of
urgent humanitarian aid. Among these
people, women and children constitute
the most vulnerable group. In Afghan-
istan, where the turbulent political and
economic crisis that has been going on
for many years has had a deep impact,
millions of children belonging to such
families are also deprived of going to
school.

- Education interrupted by the Taliban
The high school education of the chil-
dren’s volunteer teachers, Serferaz and
Apostle, was interrupted when they
were in the 11th grade, when the Tali-
ban came to power in the country and
then banned girls from going to school.
Serferaz and Apostle come to the cave
in the Taibuti region every day to give

lessons to the children. The cave, at-
tached to a wall with mud bricks from
the exterior and its ceiling closed with
planks, today serves as an education
centre where they contribute to the so-
ciety they live in. Serferaz also teaches
English, which she learned through her
own efforts and speaks fluently, among
other subjects. She said there were
around 80 students, in total, on different
class days and noted that the children
received training for three to four hours
every day. Noting that they started
teaching here six to seven months ago,
Serferaz said: “We come here every
day, except Friday. We have turned this
place into a school. Students study here
completely for free. The people here
live in very bad economic conditions.
They can’t pay and that’s why we don’t
ask for any payment.” Expressing that
all students were very interested in the
lessons and showing the paintings and
handicrafts with various figures such
as flowers, trees and rainbows hung on
the cave wall, Serferaz also said: “These
are beautiful paintings. They reflect the
wishes of the students. “These hand-
crafts they make from paper also show
that they have a special interest. I see a
very special motivation in them. Despite
their young age, they are very talented.
They are very interested in painting
and calligraphy lessons. They work
really hard.” Noting that they have not
received any help, so far; Serferaz said:
“We are only two people. It would be
great if we received any aid. Because
students need books, pencils and note-
books. I cannot afford them alone.” she
said.

- ‘Future belongs to children’

Apostle said their most important mo-
tivation is that the children are not de-
prived of education. She added that she
is looking forward to the day she will
continue her education as well. “There
are some of my students who want to
become pilots or ones that have different
goals. I will be very happy to see them
advance their careers in the future,” she
said, adding that she particularly focus-
es on literacy lessons so that children
can express themselves well. “I am hap-
py that my students have goals. Because
there is no difference between children
living in caves or palaces. The future be-
longs to children,” she stressed. One of
the students, 12-year-old Merina Emiri,
said: “I am very happy with my teach-
ers. They come to our house and give
training by making sacrifices. Since our
schools are closed, we have no place
and opportunity to get another training.
I'want to be a pilot in the future.”

Courtesy: Middle East Monitor
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Why AUKUS Nuclear Sub Deal Will Stir up Pacific Into
‘Ocean of Storms’ — By Ekaterina Blinova

AUKUS, a trilateral pact between Aus-
tralia, the US and the UK, is closing
ranks to maintain control in the Asia
Pacific and build deterrence against Chi-
na, Russia and the DPRK at the expense
of the region’s security and nuclear
non-proliferation agreements. AUKUS
could turn the Pacific into “an ocean
of storms”, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin warned on
June 6, echoing the concerns of Cam-
bodian Prime Minister Hun Sen, who
lashed out at the Western trilateral pact
on Monday. In his speech on June 5, Hun
Sen highlighted that the military alliance
is the “starting point of a very danger-
ous arms race” in the region. Cambodia
as well as the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) in general have
repeatedly raised doubts about AUKUS’
compliance with non-proliferation rules
and emphasized that ASEAN is a nucle-
ar weapon-free zone region. For its part,
the Australian leadership has argued
that it is not inclined to produce nuclear
weapons. “We are talking about nuclear
propulsion, not nuclear weapons,” in-
sisted Australian Foreign Minister Pen-
ny Wong stated in June 2022. Are China
and ASEAN’s concerns justified?
What'’s in AUKUS’ Nuke Subs Deal?
Two years ago, AUKUS members an-
nounced a joint nuclear-powered sub-
marine deal, unveiling the details on
March 14, 2023. Under the three-phase
deal, Australia is expected to buy at least
three Virginia-class nuclear-powered at-
tack submarines, with the option to ac-
quire two more in the early 2030s. Prior
to that, the Aussies would host the “rota-
tional forces” of US and UK underwater
craft from 2027. To that end, the Biden
administration established the Subma-
rine Rotational Forces-West (SRF-West)
which will operate out of HMAS Stirling
at the western Australian city of Perth as
early as 2027. According to the White
House, the SRF-West would “help build
Australia’s stewardship. It will also bol-
ster deterrence with more US and UK
submarines forward in the Indo-Pacif-
ic.” In addition, the alliance is set to cre-
ate the so-called SSN AUKUS class nu-
clear-powered submarines which will be
based on the British next-generation nu-
clear attack submarine designs and, at
the same time, will incorporate “critical
cutting-edge” Virginia class technology.
These new SSN AUKUS subs will be
built in both the UK and Australia and
are due to be delivered to the British and
Australian Royal Navies in the 2030s
and the 2040s, respectively.

- US Poised to Share Critical Technolo-
gies With Australia

The Pentagon’s three legislative propos-
als submitted on May 2 (and released
later in the month) shows that the De-
partment of Defense is seeking to give

a substantial boost to the US submarine
industrial base (SIB) and accept pay-
ments from the government of Australia
for that purpose. As per the Pentagon,
the industry has suffered from “extend-
ed reductions in workload” over two
decades, adding that the AUKUS deal
requires enhancing naval shipyards and
a transition to “round-the-clock opera-
tions.” In addition, the document sought
waiving the certification that “transfer of
the submarines will not affect the ability
to defend the United States,” because
American nuclear subs are meant to
be used by Washington’s close ally “to
maintain our collective defense.” The
Pentagon legislative proposals came af-
ter US President Joe Biden announced
his plans to add Australia as a “domestic
source” within the framework of Title IIT
of the Defense Production Act (DPA).
The DPA was adopted by the US Con-
gress in 1950 to provide authorities to
the president to ensure the supply of ma-
terials and services necessary for nation-
al defense. As per the US media, adding
Australia to the DPA will allow the US to
provide grants to Australian industries
under the technology-sharing provision
of AUKUS, known as Pillar II.

- AUKUS Nuclear U-Boat Deal Sets
Dangerous Proliferation Precedent
However, the problem is that Aussies
will acquire critical nuclear technologies
while remaining unaccountable for the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(AEA) inspections, international ob-
servers warn. Thus, since September
2021, Western think tanks, including
the Carnegie Endowment and the Cha-
tham House (also known as The Royal
Institute of International Affairs), have
repeatedly argued that the AUKUS
submarine deal is “bad” for nuclear
non-proliferation. Western scholars
drew attention to the fact that Australia
may become the first non-nuclear-weap-
on state using a loophole that allows
the nation to remove nuclear material
from the IAFA safeguards. Normaliz-
ing this practice could create a damag-
ing precedent encouraging some other
non-nuclear states to use naval reactor
programs as cover for the development
of nuclear weapons, experts warned.
Furthermore, even though the Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty (NPT) does not prevent
non-nuclear weapon states from build-
ing nuclear-powered vessels, the prob-
lem is that the IAEA will not be able to
verify what exactly Australia is doing
with nuclear materials, due to the fact
that the exact location of Australian-op-
erated nuclear submarines would be
kept secret. Meanwhile, in the 2040s,
Australia is expected to start building
its own nuclear-powered submarines
which makes the IAEAs approval for
these plans “essential”, insisted interna-

tional observers.

- AUKUS: Part of US Growing Deter-
rence in Asia Pacific

On Tuesday, Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Wang Wenbin was quot-
ed by the Chinese press as saying that
the amount of weapons-grade nuclear
materials the US and the UK are about
to provide to Australia would be enough
to manufacture up to 64 to 80 nucle-
ar weapons. Wang reiterated that the
AUKUS nuclear submarine deal sets a
dangerous international precedent and
called upon the US, the UK and Australia
to take the concerns of the international
community into account and cease their
nuclear submarine cooperation. Still,
it appears unlikely that the US, the UK
and Australia will lend a sympathetic ear
to Chinese and ASEAN calls, especially
given that the trilateral alliance is aimed
at deterring the People’s Republic of
China, as per Pentagon statements. On
April 18, 2023, Admiral John C. Aquili-
no, United States Navy Commander, US
Indo-Pacific Command, testified before
the US House Armed Services Com-
mittee emphasizing the necessity of en-
hanced deterrence in the Asia-Pacific re-
gion specifically against China, Russia,
and the Democratic People’s Republic
of Korea (DPRK). Aquilino noted that
USINDOPACOM was closing ranks
with AUKUS, the Quad diplomatic part-
nership and Five Eyes Anglophone intel-
ligence organization in order to “execute
security cooperation activities, training,
and exercises to strengthen those rela-
tionships, build partner capacity, and en-
hance interoperability.” The command-
er also placed emphasis on so-called
“clusters” in the Asia Pacific where “for-
ward-based and rotational joint forces
armed with lethal capabilities” will be
located, namely: the Guam cluster; the
Japan cluster; the Philippines cluster;
and the Australia cluster While touch-
ing upon AUKUS’ efforts, the INDOPA-
COM commander placed emphasis “on
building trilateral capabilities in areas
of shared interest including undersea
warfare, cyber, artificial intelligence, and
quantum computing to provide pivotal,
future high-end warfighting and en-
hance our combined force posture.” On
top of that, Aquilino claimed that “a mul-
tipolar system” is benefitting “authori-
tarian regimes.” Judging from Pentagon
documents and US legislative initiatives,
Washington remains determined to con-
tinue the militarization of the Asia-Pa-
cific zone to preserve its dominance in
the region, which means that China and
ASEAN’s concerns that the Pacific may
turn into an “ocean of storms” could be
well justified.

- Courtesy: SPUTNIK

US-India defence coop — By Ekaterina Blinova

INDIA and the United States have con-
cluded a roadmap for defence industry
cooperation for the next few years, the
two countries said on Monday, a move
expected to bolster New Delhi’s defence
manufacturing ambitions. The roadmap
finalised at a meeting between visiting
US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin and
Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
will “fast-track technology cooperation
and co-production in areas such as air
combat and land mobility systems, in-
telligence, surveillance and reconnais-
sance, munition and the undersea do-
main. It also includes specific proposals
that could provide India access to cut-
ting-edge technologies. In recent years,
one has seen India and the United States
enhancing their defence cooperation
and the latest development signifies their
deepening partnership in this realm. As

Nutrition & Celiac disease

Celiac disease (CD) was considered
a rare disease before and was per-
ceivably only limited to children but
now affecting almost 1-2 percent of
the global population. This abrupt in-
crease in prevalence is due to advance-
ments in diagnostic criteria and med-
ical facilities but still, many countries
lack the basic data that can assess the
severity of this health issue. From 647
suspected cases only 113 were con-
firmed with CD and the prevalence
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a result, India stands to gain access to
advanced military technologies, equip-
ment which will significantly enhance
its defence capabilities. This could po-
tentially tilt the regional military balance
in favour of India- something Pakistan
cannot sit silent on. Though Pakistan
cannot afford an arms race given its eco-
nomic situation, yet it will be compelled
to pursue the path of acquiring such ad-
vanced weaponry that counters Indian
aggression. Pakistan has historically
maintained a close relationship with
the US including in the defence sector.
However what is being offered to India
has never been provided to Pakistan. We
understand that all this is being done to
counter China. But this would have se-
rious implications given the aggressive
and hostile posture of India towards its
neighbours. Equipping India with the

Letters to the Editor

was 1.7 percent with 58.7 percent be-
ing female children and 41.3 percent
being males. The majority of them
were from the lower class (77 percent)
and 24 percent of them had a positive
family history of CD. Around 40 per-
cent were severely underweight, 30
percent were underweight and 80 per-
cent were stunted as well. Of the pos-
itively tested CD patients, 50 percent
had moderate anaemia with 14 per-
cent having severe anaemia. Around
32 percent had hypoalbuminemia as
well. The cupcakes were checked for

thekhybermail

latest weaponry amounts to exacerbat-
ing tension and undermining stability.
Stability in this part of the world is cru-
cial for global security and any develop-
ment that disrupts the existing equilibri-
um can have far reaching consequences.
It is imperative for all the parties involved
including the United States to ensure
that their enhanced cooperation with
India does not lead to an escalation of
tension. The important capitals, espe-
cially Washington, rather come forward
and use their influence on New Delhi for
resolution of the long standing Kashmir
dispute. The competition must be in the
realm of economic development and In-
dia must realize that through resolution
of the Kashmir dispute, it can divert most
of its resources towards eradicating pov-
erty, hunger and backwardness. - Cour-
tesy: Pakistan Observer

their proximate analysis parameters
(carbohydrate, protein, and nitro-
gen-free extract, etc.), gluten & heavy
metals (lead, chromium, and arsenic),
bacterial load (E. coli, total coliforms,
salmonella, yeast, and moulds), fat-
ty acid profile parameters (palmitic
acid, stearic acid, linolenic acid, oleic
acid, and trans-vaccenic acid), texture
parameters (firmness, cohesiveness,
gumminess and chewiness), physical
parameters (weight, height, volume,
and specific volume).

— Shaista Jabeen, Lahore
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ISLAMABAD (Agencies): ederal
Minister for Finance and Revenue
Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
chaired the meeting of the Econom-
ic Coordination Committee (ECC)
of the Cabinet.Federal Minister for
Commerce Syed Naveed Qamar,
Federal Minister for Power Mr. Khu-
ram Dastagir Khan, Mr. Shahid Kh-
aqan Abbasi MNA/Ex-PM, Minister
of State for Finance and Revenue Dr.
Aisha Ghous Pasha, Minister of State
for Petroleum Mr. Musadik Masood
Malik, SAPM on Finance Mr. Tariq
Bajwa, SAPM on Revenue Mr. Tariq

S

Mehmood Pasha, Federal Secretar-
ies and other senior officers attend-
ed the meeting. The ECC approved
following Technical Supplementa-
ry Grants: 1) Rs. 1000 million as in
favor of Ministry of Housing and
Works for development schemes in
Punjab Province under (SAP) during
CFY 2022-23. 2) Rs. 14, 802.32 mil-

Chairman Senate addresses Plenary Session of
Russian Federation Council,Highlights Shared Goals
for Peace, Prosperity,and Interconnected World

ISLAMABAD (APP): Chairman Sen-
ate of Pakistan, Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani, addressed the members
of the Russian Federation Council
during the Plenary Session on 7th
June 2023. His speech emphasized
the historical ties and the pros-
pects of enhancing bilateral rela-
tions between Pakistan and Russia.
Expressing his gratitude for the
warm welcome and generous hospi-
tality extended to the Pakistani del-
egation, Chairman Senate acknowl-
edged the pride and honor he felt to
be present in the culturally diverse
nation of Russia. He commended
the symbolism of the Russian flag’s
colors and the inspiring national
anthem, which reflect freedom, jus-
tice, valour, patriotism, power, and
national integration. Highlighting

the 75th anniversary of diplomatic
relations between Pakistan and Rus-
sia, Chairman Senate recognized the
strong bond shared by the peoples of
both nations over an extended peri-
od. He expressed confidence that
the evolving global landscape would
further strengthen bilateral ties and
open new avenues of cooperation.
The Pakistani business community
has shown significant interest in ex-
panding trade relations with Russia.
Muhammad Sadiq Sanjrani paid trib-
ute to the heroic struggle of the Sovi-
et Union during World War II and the
role played by the people of the Indus
Valley, now Pakistan, in the defeat of
Nazism. He regarded Leningrad as
a symbol of patriotism and courage
and paid special homage to the Red
Army and the Russian people.

Middle East ,a strategic economic partner of
Pakistan, Minister Planning

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad Pol-
icy Research Institute (IPRI) in col-
laboration with We News organised
an international seminar on ‘Devel-
opments in the Middle East: Lessons
and Opportunities for Pakistan.’
The seminar, was addressed by for-
mer Ambassador of Saudi Arabia
to Pakistan, Ambassador Ali Awadh
Asseri; Federal Minister for Plan-
ning and Development, and Special
Initiatives, Ahsan Igbal; Pakistan’s
former Ambassador to Saudi Ara-
bia, Vice-Admiral Hasham bin Sid-
dique; Dr Robert Mason, Non-Res-
ident Fellow at Arab Gulf States
Institute in Washington; Professor
Mahjoob Zweiri Dir Gulf Studies
Programme, Qatar University; Am-
bassador Javed Hafeez, former en-
voy of Pakistan, and Azfar Ahsan,
former minister of State & Chair-
man Board of Investment (BOI).

Federal Minister for Planning and
Development, and Special Initia-
tives, Ahsan Igbal said that a de-
cade of stability is desired to trans-
form Pakistan into a performing
economy, and drew attention to-
wards the goal of making Pakistan
as the 25th economy in the world.
He listed out a promising six-point
agenda, and said that while interact-
ing with Gulf States, these could serve
as benchmarks for progress. They
are seeking Mideast investment in
agriculture, information technology,
energy and renewable projects, min-
ing, manpower export and tourism.
He said that despite the fact that
Pakistan’s economy is dwindling
and the currency has lost ground, it
comes as an opportunity in disaster
as Pakistan has the lowest cost-laden
human resource, and serves as an at-
traction for Gulf States.

Modi regime continues victimization of Kashmiris,
attaches 124 more properties across [OJK

ISLAMABAD (APP): Narendra Mo-
di-led fascist Indian government
continues to victimize the people of
Indian illegally occupied Jammu and
Kashmir by depriving them of their
houses and other properties for their
affiliation with the ongoing freedom
movement. According to Kashmir
Media Service, the Modi regime in
its latest action has attached 124
properties worth millions, including
land and buildings, owned by the
people and organizations affiliated
with the freedom struggle. It claimed
that these properties situated at 86
locations across occupied Kashmir
had been used for the furtherance of
the activities aimed at the freedom
of Jammu and Kashmir from India’s

illegal occupation. The properties
have been attached by the Delhi-con-
trolled State Investigation Agency
(SIA) and the Executive Wing of In-
dian police in IIOJK under various
sections of the black law, Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA).
Of these properties, 77 belong to
the socio-religious organization Ja-
maat-e-Islami. It is to mention here
that India’s dreaded National Inves-
tigation Agency and SIU had already
attached the headquarters of the All
Parties Hurriyat Conference in Sri-
nagar and confiscated hundreds of
houses and properties belonging to
pro-freedom leaders and organiza-
tions including the Jamaat-e-Islami
across IIOJK.

Protection of marine life,reducing oceanic
pollution need of hour: DG

ISLAMABAD (APP): Director Pakistan
Meteorological Department Dr Zaheer
Ahmed Babar Thursday on World
Ocean day stressed for educating peo-
ple around the world to come together
to address ongoing major threats to our
oceans as plastic pollution threatens
food safety, human health, coastal tour-
ism, and contributes to climate change.
“It is need of hour to explore new and
existing legally binding agreements to
address marine plastic pollution, he
stressed while talking to PTV news
channel.He further explained that
oceans are very important for mankind
as these are a major source of suste-
nance of life on earth and act as lungs
to our planet as they provide more than
50 percent of the oxygen produced on
this planet, adding, plastic in our oceans

affects creatures large and small. He
stressed that people should be sensi-
tized to refuse the use of plastic and
promote recycling and reusing. People
should stop the use of one-time plastic
commodities, such as plastic bottles,
straws and cups, which would create
a huge positive impact on oceans and
environment, he added. World Oceans
Day reminds every one to play role for
the oceans’ protection, he said, adding,
all the stakeholders to act now at indi-
vidual, communal, and governmental
levels by transforming their approach
and employing scientific innovations.
He said human activities related to the
sea and shores are playing havoc with
the health of oceans and this state of af-
fairs require better long-term strategies
to tackle issues and protect Marine life.

For latest news visit our website www.thekhybermail.com
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lion in favor of Ministry of Housing
and Works for development schemes
of CFY 2022-23. 3) Rs. 1209.450 Mil-
lion in favor of Ministry of Housing
and Works for execution of 15 devel-
opment schemes of CFY 2022-23. 4)
Rs. 5 billion in favor of Cabinet Di-
vision for Sustainable Development
Goals Achievement Programme
(SAP) during CFY 2022-23. 5) Rs.
1773 million in favor of Ministry of
Energy (Power Division) for execu-
tion of development schemes of Pun-
jab and KP provinces under PSDP
during CFY 2022-23.

Federal budget 2023-24 to
be people-friendly: Kaira

ISLAMABAD (APP): Adviser to
the Prime Minister on Kashmir
and Gilgit-Baltistan Affairs Qamar
Zaman Kaira has said that the gov-
ernment was taking serious steps
in the budget for the welfare of the
poor and working class to make it
people-friendly. Talking to a private
news channel on Thursday, he said
that the Federal budget would be a
surprise for the opposition, adding
that it would not only provide relief
to the working class of the country
in every sector but will also fulfill
their aspirations. He assured that
protection would be provided to the
weaker sections of society, adding
priority would be to reduce the fi-
nancial burden on the common peo-
ple. “PPP is a party of the workers
and it will continue to protect the
rights of every citizen,” he added.
Replying to a question, Kaira said
that the budget for the fiscal year
2023-24 was prepared with the ob-
jective of providing maximum relief
to the common man and stabilizing
the country’s economy.

IRSA releases 168,400
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River
System Authority (IRSA) on Thurs-
day released 168,400 cusecs of wa-
ter from various rim stations with
inflow of 185,400 cusecs. Accord-
ing to the data released by IRSA,
the water level in River Indus at
Tarbela Dam was 1426.30 feet and
was 28.30 feet higher than its dead
level of 1,398 feet. Water inflow and
outflow in the dam was recorded as
66,400 cusecs and 63,600 cusecs re-
spectively. The water level in River
Jhelum at Mangla Dam was 1134.70
feet, which was 84.70 feet higher
than its dead level of 1,050 feet. The
inflow and outflow of water was re-
corded at 54,200 cusecs and 40,000
cusecs respectively. The release of
water at Kalabagh, Taunsa, Guddu
and Sukkur was recorded as 86,000,
82,000, 61,500 and 22,700 cusecs re-
spectively. Similarly, from River Ka-
bul, a total of 35,400 cusecs of wa-
ter were released at Nowshera and
10,400 cusecs were released from
River Chenab at Marala.

Accused held, illegal
weapon recovered

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Local
police claimed to have arrested an
accused and recovered illegal weap-
ons from his possession. On the di-
rectives of CPO, the police teams in
campaign against criminals raided
and arrested Muhammad Sajid, son
of Riaz Hussain in limits of City Po-
lice Station here. SHO Sabir Klasra
said it had acted on a tip-off that
the accused carried illegal weapons
with him. He said during prelim-
inary probe, the outlaw revealed
that he had brought the weapon to
threaten people. He added that the
accused was involved in a previous
case of carrying illegal weapons and
was in the habit of threatening peo-
ple during fights.

Factory worker killed as
fireworks caught fire

FAISALABAD (APP): A factory work-
er was killed when a fire erupted in a
fireworks factory near Makuana by-
pass on Thursday. The Rescue 1122
said fireworks material in a factory
near Chak No 210 Makuana bypass
caught the fire due to a short circuit
the fire due to a short circuit. As a re-
sult, a worker, Abid Hussain, 22, of
Okara, burnt alive.
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Minister commerace attends Commonwealth
Trade Ministers’ Meeting, advocates

for equitable access to

ISLAMABAD (APP): Leading the
Pakistani delegation, Federal Min-
ister for Commerce Syed Naveed
Qamar emphasized the importance
of fair access to development for all
member nations during the meeting.
The discussions addressed signifi-
cant trade and development issues
affecting Pakistan and other Com-
monwealth countries. Expressing
gratitude to the Commonwealth
Secretary General for hosting the
event, Minister Qamar commended
the organization’s dedication to a fair
and transparent multilateral trading
system. He stressed the significance
of maintaining a high-level dialogue
that fosters unity and avoids divisive
matters.During the meeting, Syed
Naveed Qamar highlighted the chal-
lenges faced by Pakistan, including
the COVID-19 pandemic, crisis in

development
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Ukraine, the global cost of living cri-
sis, the issues of the Afghan refugee,
and the economic consequences of
floods. Urging the need to address
food security challenges, he called
for extensive reforms in the agricul-
tural sector, ensuring that subsidies
do not distort trade or harm other
countries. Reaffirming Pakistan’s
commitment to the multilateral trad-
ing system, Minister Qamar stressed
consensus-based  decision-making,
development-focused policies, and a
functional dispute settlement system.

Public private pilot projects are best to explore
practical implementation of block chain in
energy sector,Chairman NEPRA

ISLAMABAD (APP): NEPRA host-
ed a webinar on “Blockchain in En-
ergy Trade” with an aim to create
awareness amongst the power sec-
tor stakeholders. The webinar was
led and addressed by Chairman
NEPRA, Mr. Tauseef H. Farooqi, fol-
lowed by Dr. Shoab A. Khan, CEO
CARE; Mr. Safi Ghauri, Lawyer, Es-
quire and President Centre of Pa-
kistan and International Relations,
Ms. Amna Munawar. The same was
also attended by a large number
of Power Sector’s Professionals.
Chairman NEPRA, Mr. Tauseef H.
Farooqgi highlighted the importance
of Blockchain in Peer-to-Peer Ener-
gy Trading, Energy Data Manage-
ment and its role in Grid Balancing
and Flexibility. He elaborated that
the potential benefits of block chain
in energy trade are significant, how-
ever, the main challenges are reg-
ulatory framework, scalability and
interoperability with existing energy
systems and that the public private

pilot projects are best to explore the
practical implementation of block
chain in the energy sector. Mr. Shoab
A. Khan provided an overview of ba-
sics of blockchain technology, Smart
Contracts and use of blockchain in
electrical grids by explaining daily
load curves and relating it with ener-
gy mix. Mr. Safi Ghauri highlighted
the benefits of blockchain for ener-
gy providers, consumers and reg-
ulators. He also gave an overview
of the blockchain energy markets
apps and economic considerations to
take in account while implementing
the block chain technologies. Presi-
dent COPAIR Ms. Amna Munawar
at the end highlighted the impor-
tance of block chain in micro grids,
energy communities and electric
vehicles charging and integration.
President of COPAIR said that adop-
tion of Blockchain platform will in-
crease efficiency across participating
institutions and in turn enhance the
client experience.

DG Hajj mission ensures quality food facilities to
Hujjaj this year

ISLAMABAD (APP): Director Hajj
Mission Faheem Khan Afridi has
said that the government was utiliz-
ing all resources to provide quality
three meals a day to the pilgrims in
Makkah as per the hygienic guide-
lines mandated by the Pakistan
Hajj Mission. While talking to the
PTV News channel on Thursday,
he said special teams were visiting
the kitchens of catering compa-
nies and observing that principles
of hygiene were being strictly fol-
lowed while preparing, packaging,

transporting, and distributing food
among Hujjaj. He said comprehen-
sive arrangements had been made
to address complaints of the Hujjaj,
adding, food contracts had been giv-
en to new and well-reputed catering
companies this year.Afridi stressed
that no negligence regarding Hajj
facilities, including food, would be
tolerated. Pakistani cooks in Mak-
kah had ensured the highest quality
standards at every stage, using ex-
clusively Pakistani ingredients, he
informed.

Experts for exploring strategies reducing plastic
waste, creating livable urban future in Pakistan

ISLAMABAD (APP): The experts on
Thursday called for exploring strat-
egies for reducing plastic waste, and
creating a livable urban future in the
country. A Twitter Space titled “Re-
ducing Plastic Waste for a Livable
Urban Future in Pakistan” was held
on World Environment Day 2023.
It was jointly organized by the In-
stitute of Urbanism (IoU) and the
School of Leadership (SoLF) with
the support of the U.S. Embassy, a
news release said. The virtual event
brought together experts, policy-
makers, and concerned citizens to
address the pressing issue of plastic
waste and its impact on the urban
environment in Pakistan. The event
aimed to raise awareness, foster di-

alogue, and identify effective strate-
gies for reducing plastic waste and
creating livable urban spaces. The
panel included the Director Gener-
al Pakistan Environment Protection
Agency (Pak EPA), Farzana Altaf
Shah, Senior Manager Climate &
Energy WWF-Pakistan, Nazifa Butt,
Mome Saleem Senior Environ-
mentalist, Dr Ejaz Ahmad Senior
Program Fellow Institute of Urban-
ism (IoU), Mariyam Irfan Manag-
ing Director School of Leadership
Foundation (SoLF), Mehreen Raza
Founder and CEO She-Guard and
Bilal Ahmad INT TECH GenUnlim-
ited Global Winner. The space was
hosted by Asmat Ullah, Anchorper-
son, a news release said.

Pakistan, I[raq to expand cooperation in trade,
defence production

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan and
Iraq have agreed to expand bilateral
cooperation in diverse areas includ-
ing trade, agriculture, water man-
agement and defence production.
A Joint Statement simultaneously
issued in Islamabad and Baghdad
mentioned the agreement between
the two countries on the inclusion of
Pakistan in the Iraqi Development
Corridor and establishing sister port
cities relations between Basra and
Karachi, health, textile, pharmaceu-
tical and supporting Iraq’s efforts in
their reconstruction and rehabilita-
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tion. Foreign Minister Bilawal Bhu-
tto Zardari during his visit to Iraq
from June 05-07 held wide-ranging
interactions with Iraqi leadership,
including with the President, Prime
Minister, Speaker of the Parliament,
Interior Minister, Governor of Kar-
bala, Head of the Islamic Supreme
Council of Iraq, President Al-Hik-
met Party and Grand Ayatollah
Sheikh Bashir Al-Najafi. Both sides
noted the vital importance of the
Joint Ministerial Commission (JMC)
meeting, and agreed to hold its next
session in the second half of 2023.

© thekhybermail@gmail.com



National

S

TAPI gas pipeline project to usher in region’s
prosperity: PM

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
expressed confidence that TAPI
(Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pa-

kistan-India) gas pipeline project
would usher in an era of region-
al cooperation, development and
prosperity. Addressing here at the
signing ceremony of TAPI Joint Im-
plementation Plan, the prime min-
ister said the project was of utmost
importance for the development of
the four countries and the region.
Sharif said the project would help
the region to secure natural gas to
concrete assurances and mutually
agreed terms and conditions. He
mentioned that in view of global

=

situation, energy had become a real
challenge. “For a developing coun-
try like Pakistan, there is a need for
speedy actions to explore the op-
tions for energy,” he said. The prime
minister directed his team to do
everything to pace up the planning
and execution of the TAPI project.
He said Pakistan and Turkmenistan
were ready to expand relations in
diverse areas and boost their coop-
eration.

ANF recovers 37 kg drugs in four operations;
arrests two

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcot-
ics Force (ANF) in their ongoing
operations against drug smugglers
conducted raids in different ar-
eas and managed to recover over
37 kg of drugs besides netting two
accused, said an ANF Headquar-
ters spokesman. He informed that
in an operation at a private courier
company office here, ANF recov-
ered 50 grams of weed, being sent
to the UK. The parcel was booked
by an accused resident of Jhelum.

In another operation at Multan Air-
port, 986 grams of charras were
recovered from the possession of a
Dubai-bound passenger, a resident
of North Waziristan, going through
flight no PK-221. In the third op-
eration, 129 litres of prohibited
chemical was recovered from Toba
Achakzai, Qilla Abdullah area. In
the fourth operation conducted in a
deserted Mazani area in Gwadar, 36
kg charras concealed under bushes
were recovered.

Jailed Nayeem Khan's father remembered on his
death anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP): The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference Azad Jammu
and Kashmir (APHC-AJK) chapter
leader, Altaf Hussain, has paid a
rich tribute to Ghulam Muhammad
Khan, the father of illegally detained
APHC leader, Nayeem Ahmed Khan,
on his 8th death anniversary. Ghu-
lam Muhammad Khan was a close
associate of prominent martyred
liberation leader, Muhammad Mag-
bool Butt, and endured detentions
and torture but remained steadfast
for the demand of right to self-deter-
mination for the people of Jammu
and Kashmir,Kashmir Media Ser-

vice reported. Altaf Hussain Wani
in a statement issued in Islamabad
while paying homage to Ghulam
Muhammad Khan hailed the peer-
less sacrifices, services and contri-
bution of the Khan family in the on-
going Kashmir freedom movement.
He said that late leader was a man
of integrity who passed away at his
residence at Pathan Pora Khore in
Pattan area of Baramulla on this
day in 2016 at the age of 83. Altaf
Wani said that the Ghulam Muham-
mad Khan would be remembered
for long in the annals of Kashmir’s
resistance history.

Party not interested in delaying elections:Javed Latif

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Mus-
lim League Nawaz (PML-N) Federal
Minister Mian Javed Latif Thursday
said his party was not interested in
delaying elections after the comple-
tion of constitutional period. Talking
to a private news channel,he said
elections would be conducted time
and date adding that in the upcom-
ing budget the government will allo-
cate funds for elections, security ar-
rangements for polling stations and
ensure the availability of equipment
for obtaining transparent results.

Commenting on support from coa-
lition partners in the general elec-
tions of 2023, he said that the seat
adjustment formula would be ap-
plied for winning the next elections.
He claimed that Pakistan Muslim
League-N had good working rela-
tionships with coalition partners
including Pakistan People’s Par-
ty(PPP). To another question about
division among leaders of Pakistan
Tehreek e Insaf (PTI), he said that
PTI had been using the blame game
agenda for four years.

Sherry calls for unity to tackle plastic pollution
In oceans

ISLAMABAD (APP): Federal Minis-
ter for Climate Change Senator Sher-
ry Rehman on Thursday urged the
masses to unite this year to tackle the
critical issue of plastic pollution in the
oceans as the oceans produce 50 to
75 per cent of the earth’s oxygen. In
her message on World Oceans Day,
the federal minister said the Day was
being celebrated all over the world
including Pakistan. Senator Rehman
said the day aimed to raise global
awareness of the importance of oceans
and promote their conservation and
sustainable management. “The en-
tire planet’s ecology depends on the

oceans. Plastic pollution is a serious
threat to marine life and ecosystems.
It is estimated that there are millions
of tons of plastic in our oceans. Glob-
al reports indicate that 8 to 12 million
metric tons of plastic waste enter the
oceans every year,” Sherry Rehman
added. “If this trend continues, one
day there will be more plastic than
fish in our oceans,” she said. Nature
has blessed Pakistan with a marine
ecosystem, harmful effects of plastic
waste on our own oceans should not
be ignored as Pakistan presents a 7Rs
road-map to combat plastic pollution,
Sherry Rehman added.

Media role vital to eradicate corruption: ACE director

SARGODHA (APP): Anti-Corruption
Establishment (ACE) Sargodha Re-
gion Director Abdul Razzaq Dogar
said on Thursday that media needed
to play its crucial role in elimination of
corruption by identifying the corrupt
elements in society. He told APP here
at his office that the ACE was striving
to eradicate corruption and measures
were being taken against the corrupt
mafia. He said corruption was a seri-
ous challenge, being faced by both de-
veloping and developed countries and
it required consistent efforts, effective
monitoring and controls, committed
leadership, and an active civil society
to curb the menace. “The scourge of
corruption and its various manifes-
tations are responsible for some of

the gravest threats facing the nation.
Corruption contributes to instability
and poverty, and is a dominant fac-
tor pushing fragile countries towards
state failure,” he added. He said fight-
ing corruption was a serious issue for
developing countries, especially Paki-
stan, as “it weakens security, hinders
economic growth, deprives the nation
of precious and scarce public and pri-
vate resources. It creates social and
economic disparities, erodes the eco-
nomic edifice of society, and weakens
state institutions.” Abdul Razzaq Dog-
ar said that state media should high-
light the progress made over the past
years in the fight against corruption.
“Elimination of corruption is a mis-
sion.
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Arafat Catering prioritizes rigorous hy%iene standards for food served
DI

to Pakistani Hajj

ISLAMABAD (APP): Arafat Catering
is committed to ensuring the safety
and satisfaction of Pakistani pilgrims
during the Hajj in Makkah Mukar-
ramah by strictly adhering to the
hygienic standards mandated by the
Pakistan Hajj Mission, ensuring a de-
lightful dining experience through-
out the spiritual journey. Shahid
Nagzir, Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
Arafat Catering told APP that the
meals provided are not only delicious
but also prepared with the highest

Shopkeepers fined

SARGODHA (APP): Assistant Com-
missioner Kot Momin Rab Nawaz
on Thursday imposed a fine of Rs
105,000 on shopkeepers over prof-
iteering near Sial morr. According
to the official sources, the assistant
commissioner in coordination with
motorway policechecked various
shops and found various shopkeep-
ers involved in overcharging and
profiteering. To which, the fine was
imposed on profiteers.

Two cops among three
killed in Swat

SWAT (APP): At-least two police
personnel and a passerby Kkilled
in an attack on police here, said
the spokesman of district police.
He said the two cops were going
for duty when unknown militants
opened indiscriminate fire at them
near Sabzi Mandi here as a result
of which the two cops and a pass-
erby died on the spot. A police team
reached the spot ,shifted the bodies
to hospital and started a search op-
eration in the area.

Three brick kilns sealed

SARGODHA (APP): The Environ-
ment Protection Department sealed
three brick-kilns on Thursday over
violation of the government in-
structions regarding smog during
a crackdown under way across the
district. In line with special direc-
tives of Deputy Commissioner Sar-
godha (DC) Capt (retd) Shoaib Ali,
a team, headed by Assistant Direc-
tor Environment Naveed Ahmad,
conducted raids at Chak No 34-NB
and its surroundings and found that
owners of three kilns had failed to
adopt the zigzag technology at their
kilns. The teams sealed those kilns
for causing smog and registered
cases against their owners -- Zee-
shan, Farooq Khan and Abdul Qadir
-- in Urban Area police station.

Dolphin force arrest
two robbers

RAWALPINDI (APP): Dolphin Force
here on Thursday arrested two al-
leged robbers who were trying to
escape from the scene after looting
cash and other valuables from a cit-
izen. According to a police spokes-
man, a Dolphin Force team while
giving a quick response managed to
net two robbers riding a bike, who
had looted cash, a laptop and other
valuables from a motorist on Rawal
Road in the jurisdiction of Sadiqa-
bad police station. Dolphin Force
team after chasing the robbers man-
aged to net two accused namely, Ab-
dullah and Saghir.

Security guard killed in
robbery bid

MULTAN (APP): A private security
guard was shot at and Kkilled outside
a medical store situated at Allah Sha-
fi chowk here. Rescuers said the two
accused tried to forcibly walk into
the medical store. They intended to
loot the cash on gunpoint. However,
the security guard intercepted them
to put up resistance. As a result, one
of the unknown accused opened
straight fire on the guard causing him
critically wounded. Rescuers rushed
to the location on an anonymous call
and shifted him immediately to the
Nishtar hospital where the medic pro-
nounced him dead. The deceased was
identified as Muhammad Shamir, 57,
son of Sultan, resident of Kabir Walla.
The police of the concerned jurisdic-
tion was informed which reached the
spot and collected evidence to start an
investigation.
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levels of cleanliness and quality. Sha-
hid, a Pakistani businessman from
Multan, mentioned that his company
has been providing three-time meals
to Pakistani pilgrims since 2015.
Having been in the catering busi-
ness in Saudia since 2002, Shahid,
takes pride in his company’s exten-
sive experience spanning over two
decades. Their kitchen is equipped
with cutting-edge facilities, including
dedicated departments for cutting,
preserving, cooking, and ensuring

grims: CEO

the proper temperature of cooked
food using hot pots, among other
essential features. Shahid personal-
ly oversees the entire process, from
procuring and cutting ingredients to
cooking and delivering meals to the
Hajj pilgrims in their respective resi-
dences.He ensures the highest qual-
ity standards at every stage, using
exclusively Pakistani ingredients.
Shahid’s kitchen employs a dedicat-
ed staff of 85 individuals who work
diligently to prepare the meals.

President urges universities to play role in preventing
extremism,violence among students

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr
Arif Alvi on Thursday called upon
the universities to play an active
role in preventing intolerance, ex-
tremism and violence among stu-
dents and guide them towards a
positive mindset. The universities,
he said, should arrange regular ca-
pacity-building training sessions
for their management and faculty
members to inculcate in students
the ability to resolve conflicts and
extremism. Addressing the Nation-
al Vice Chancellors’ Peace Confer-
ence, the president said banning the
students’ unions in universities was
not a solution and stressed that there
was a need to change their mindset
through proper teaching method-
ologies. He said the step would en-

sure the reformation of students to
help them contribute towards the
country’s better future, sustainable
peace and prosperity. President Alvi
stressed the need for promoting eth-
ics, morality, empathy, forgiveness
and tolerance among the students.
He said the students must not be
indulged in activities which created
stress among them. To overcome
the ongoing crisis, he said, priorities
should be defined in streamlining
the country’s economy, reducing
inflation, poverty and the rule of
law. The president hoped that the
challenging times would pass soon
and the country would witness ex-
ponential growth within five to sev-
en years. The country will stand on
strong footings again, he said.

Islamabad Police hold open katchehry to address
public issues,vows priority action

ISLAMABAD (APP): In an effort to
prioritize public concerns, Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Operations, Malik Jameel Zafar,
emphasized the Islamabad capital
police’s commitment to organizing
open katchehries. During an open
Katchehry held at Golra police sta-
tion, various police officials, concil-
iatory committees, ulema, and com-
munity leaders gathered to discuss
grievances and propose solutions.
The SSP Operations promptly is-
sued orders to address participants’

issues and assured them that their
suggestions would be taken into
consideration. Expressing determi-
nation to resolve residents’ prob-
lems, SSP Operations highlight-
ed the significance of these open
Katchehries in fostering direct
relationships with the public. Ac-
knowledging the positive impact of
the police’s improved strategies in
reducing crime, he urged citizens to
cooperate in crime prevention and
encouraged them to promptly report
any suspicious activities.

Railways upgrades 167 un-manned
crossings in one year

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Rail-
ways has upgraded as many as 167
vulnerable un-manned level cross-
ings to manned level crossings, out
of 550 which are identified by the
department over the entire railway
network last year.“The relevant pro-
vincial government provided the
finances to Pakistan Railways for
the upgradation of un-manned lev-
el crossings in the country,” official
sources in the Ministry of Railways
told APPThey said the present gov-
ernment was taking several steps
including the up-gradation of un-
manned and vulnerable railway
level crossings across the country
in collaboration with respective
provincial governments.The sourc-

es said there were two types of
level crossings over the Pakistan
Railways network, un-manned and
manned level crossings, adding
that the un-manned level crossings
were without gate leaves.“There
are a total of 1,565 unmanned lev-
el crossings over the entire railway
network and as per railway policy in
vogue, the up-gradation of any un-
manned or manned level crossing
is the responsibility of road owning
authority,” they added. The sourc-
es said that a joint survey of Paki-
stan Railways and the Provincial
Government was also conducted in
2013-14 to identify accident-prone/
vulnerable un-manned level cross-
ings across the country.

Police carry out search operations against
anti-social elements

RAWALPINDI (APP): Police carried
out search operations in various areas
of Rawalpindi to maintain law and or-
der and to flush out suspects, informed
a police spokesman on Thursday. The
search operations were conducted by
the police in Fauji Colony, Kalar Road,
Quaidabad and adjoining areas in the
limits of police stations Pirwadhai
and Rawat following the directions of
City Police Officer (CPO) Syed Khalid
Hamdani, he added. SHOs of police
stations, Rawalpindi district police
personnel including women police

took part in the search operations, the
spokesman informed. “Police checked
as many as 70 houses and 135 indi-
viduals during the search operations
and recovered over three kg charras,
20 litres liquor, three 30-bore pistols
besides netting nine accused,” he said.
SSP Operations Muhammad Amir
Khan Niazi said that police were fully
prepared to shield the lives and prop-
erty of the public, adding that a comb-
ing and search operation was done to
flush out the suspects and hardcore
criminals.

PM approves ‘revolutionary program’ for uplift
of youth, farmers, women in budget 2023-24

ISLAMABAD (APP): Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif on Thursday
approved the inclusion of a ‘revolu-
tionary programme’ in the upcoming
budget 2023-24 for the uplift of youth,
women and farmers. As per the
prime minister’s directives, the funds
have been allocated in the upcoming
budget for projects on the welfare of
youth and women as well as for the
agriculture.According to a PM Office
statement, in the next fiscal year, the
youth would be provided interest-free
loans and endowment fund would be
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established for education and sports.
The prime minister approved the es-
tablishment of Pakistan Endowment
Fund for Education on the pattern
of Punjab Endowment Fund. Under
the Fund, the intelligent but poor stu-
dents from across the country, would
be given educational scholarships.
The funds have been allocated Prime
Minister Youth Programme to extend
small loans to the youth. The govern-
ment has also specified funds to im-
part skill training to the youth, includ-
ing in information technology.
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Auto supplier Autoliv to slash 6,000 jobs

STOCKHOLM (Agencies): Autoliv is
speeding up cost cuts, mainly in Eu-
rope, and expects to cut 6,000 jobs or
11% of its workforce, the world’s big-
gest maker of airbags and seatbelts
said on Thursday as it fights high raw
material prices. The Swedish compa-
ny said the measures across its oper-
ations will include the closure of sev-
eral sites in Europe, and it expects the
changes to be fully implemented by
2025. “These initiatives will continue

to optimise our geographic footprint
for a more effective structure,” CEO
Mikael Bratt said in a statement. “We
intend to simplify and consolidate
how we operate in all areas.” Auto

suppliers have been hit by soaring
raw material prices. Autoliv in Janu-
ary said cost inflation in 2022 was the
worst in three decades, and that it was
seeking to pass those costs on. “The
company continues to negotiate with
its customers to secure pricing that
reflects the extraordinary inflation
and corrects structural price gaps,”
Bratt said on Thursday. “The highest
priority and greatest challenge are
the customer negotiations in Europe.”

WhatsApp rolls out one-to-many broadcasting ‘channels’

SAN FRANCISCO (Agencies):
WhatsApp today began letting select
organisations try a new feature called
“Channels” that lets them broadcast
to followers on the popular, Me-
ta-owned messaging service. The
debut comes as an array of agencies
and organisations grow disenchant-
ed with Elon Musk-owned Twitter in
the face of fees, performance prob-
lems, and dramatically scaled-back
content moderation. Meta described

Channels as “a simple, reliable, and
private way to receive important up-
dates from people and organisations,
right within WhatsApp”. A video
shared by Meta showed the potential

for Channels to keep people up to
date on race results, football match
outcomes, weather, and traffic, and
even share cooking or home repair
tips. “We think the time is finally
right to introduce a simple, reliable,
and private broadcast tool,” Meta
said in a post. Meta said WhatsApp’s
priority will continue to be private
messaging, but that users have been
asking for a feature like Channels for
years.

UK self- drlvmg car dreams rlsk early breakdown

LONDON (Agencies): Britain could
lose out on investments in autono-
mous vehicles (AVs) and see startups
shift testing elsewhere if promised
laws to regulate the technology are
not passed before the next general
election, startups and insurance com-
panies said. Despite the government’s
vision to be a world leader in AV
technology, truly driverless cars are
not currently permitted on Britain’s
roads, making it difficult for start-ups
to commercialise their vehicles and

insurers to assess their risks. The UK
government said last August it would
advance a bill in the current parlia-
mentary session, which is expected to
end this autumn, providing detailed
regulations by 2025. That has not yet

happened, with political turmoil forc-
ing the government to water down
ambitions for this session. With a na-
tional election due by January 2025,
the industry wants the government
to bring forward legislation next ses-
sion, or risk lengthy delays. “There is
a window of opportunity for the UK
to at least be leading on something,”
said Claudio Gienal, head of UK and
Ireland operations for global insurer
AXA, which believes the technology
could prevent accidents.

US tax breaks lift Tesla’s non-Chinese battery makers

NEW YORK (Agencies): With Tesla
Inc shares climbing back to a sev-
en-month high amid a string of posi-
tive news, Asia investors are focusing
on its all-important battery suppliers,
especially those outside China. Pana-
sonic Holdings Corp and LG Energy
Solution Ltd are likely to benefit the
most from tax credits under the In-
flation Reduction Act, Citigroup Inc
analyst Kota Ezawa wrote in a report.
One of the main goals of the IRA is
to make the US less reliant on Chi-
na, which dominates the EV battery

supply chain. Panasonic shares have
climbed 45% so far this year in Tokyo,
while LG Energy is up 36%. Both are
outpacing gains in their local bench-
marks, though they’re still trailing
Tesla’s 82% surge. Rival Chinese bat-
tery maker Contemporary Amperex

Technology Co has missed out on the
rally completely, down 4.5%. Indus-
try expert Chris Berry estimates total
IRA credits could reach US$1 trillion
versus the initial Congressional Bud-
get Office estimate of US$369 billion
over 10 years, according to the Citi
note. Berry told a Citi seminar that
China’s dominant share of the re-
fining market is “an obstacle to IRA
mechanisms working and that var-
ious ideas to build a US-led scheme
to reduce dependency on China were
being considered”, Ezawa wrote.

Spotify shifts podcast excluswlty strategy

NEW YORK (Agenc1es) Spotify
Technology SA is in talks to make
the popular podcasts Armchair Ex-
pert and Anything Goes available on
other streaming platforms, reversing
its strategy in order to attract more
listeners and boost revenue for the
shows. Armchair Expert, hosted by
Dax Shephard and Monica Padman
and currently billed as “A Spotify
Exclusive”, may soon be available
on other services. The audio version
of Emma Chamberlain’s Anything
Goes is already accessible on Apple

'\

Inc’s Podcasts service. More shows
will likely follow, according to peo-
ple with knowledge of the situation.
As Spotify built out its podcasting
business, the company paid signif-
icant sums to acquire studios and
exclusive rights to shows because it

thought they would entice more lis-
teners. Armchair Expert became ex-
clusive in 2021, while Anything Goes
did so in February of this year. But
making shows exclusive to Spotify
limited the potential audience since
podcast listeners often use other ser-
vices. Spotify said in a statement to
Bloomberg News that it’s adopting a
tailored approach to each show, in-
cluding releasing episodes exclusive-
ly for a period before making them
more broadly available, a strategy
known as windowing,.

TikTok eyes US$20bil e-commerce boost

BEIJING (Agencies): ByteD-
ance-owned TikTok hopes to more
than quadruple the size of its world-
wide e-commerce operations to as
much as US$20 billion in merchan-
dise sales this year, relying on growth
in Southeast Asia, Bloomberg News
reported on Wednesday, citing peo-
ple familiar with the matter. The
increase compares to last year’s

US$4.4 billion in gross merchandise
value, representing the worth of total
goods sold through its online mar-
ketplace TikTok Shop, the report
said, adding that the company is bet-
ting on markets such as Indonesia.
TikTok did not immediately respond
to a Reuters request for comment.
TikTok’s e-commerce platform lets
customers purchase goods through

links on the app during live broad-
casts. The development comes as
the Chinese-owned company faces
scrutiny from governments and reg-
ulators because of concerns that Chi-
na could use the app to harvest user
data or advance its interests. The
company is also working to expand
its sales in the US and Europe, the
report said.

Google, Meta using ‘bullying tactics’ against news bill,says Trudeau

OTTAWA (Agencies): Alphabet’s Goo-
gle and Meta Platforms are using “bul-
lying tactics” against a Canadian push
aimed at ensuring financial support
for news publishers, Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said on Wednesday.
The proposed legislation is designed
to compel internet giants like Goo-
gle and Meta’s Facebook to negotiate
commercial deals and pay publishers
for their content. The US firms say

L]
proposals in the bill, dubbed the “On-
line News Act,” are unsustainable for
their businesses. Google and Face-
book have run tests this year to limit

some users from viewing or sharing
news content in Canada as a potential
response if the legislation is passed
into law in its current form. “The fact
that these internet giants would rath-
er cut off Canadians’ access to local
news than pay their fair share is a real
problem, and now they’re resorting to
bullying tactics to try and get their way
- it’s not going to work,” Trudeau told
reporters in Ottawa.

Aussie banks halt crypto payments over scams

SYDNEY (Agencies): Commonwealth
Bank of Australia (CBA) said on Thurs-
day it would block some payments to
certain cryptocurrency exchanges as
part of a suite of new anti-scam mea-
sures that would limit customer crypto
payments. A spokesperson for CBA,
the country’s largest bank, declined to

name the crypto exchanges involved.
The bank said it would also from Thurs-
day hold certain payments to crypto
exchanges for 24 hours and soon intro-
duce a monthly A$10,000 (US$6,666)
transfer limit to crypto exchanges. The
CBA spokesperson declined to say
whether those measures would apply
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to all crypto exchanges or a select few.
“Customers who make payments to
cryptocurrency exchanges are currently
facing a significantly higher risk of po-
tentially being scammed,” said James
Roberts, general manager of CBAs
group fraud management services in a
statement accompanying the decision.

Business

Saudi economy grew 3.8% in Q1 driven by rise
in non-oil activities

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s
real gross domestic product grew by
3.8 percent year over year in the first
quarter of 2023, primarily driven by
expansion in non-oil activities, ac-
cording to a report released by the
General Authority for Statistics. The
GASTAT report noted that the King-
dom’s non-oil activities expand-
ed by 5.4 percent in the first three
months of 2023 compared to the

same period a year ago. However,
the Kingdom’s real GDP decreased
by 1.4 percent in the first quarter of
2023 compared to the last quarter of
the previous year.

Temasek eyes US$150bil in new African cities plan

SINGAPORE (Agencies): The Af-
rican Union and a unit of Temasek
Holdings Pte are considering back-
ing a plan to develop as many as 123
new cities across Africa. The plan,
developed by Cape Town-based
Africal23, envisages the construc-
tion of the cities over the next two
decades at a cost of as much as
US$150 billion. The aim is to meet a
continent-wide housing deficit, with
the World Bank predicting that 216
million people in Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca will live in shanty towns by 2063.
Under the plan, Africal23 plans to
incorporate designs that include

sustainable energy and water sup-
plies as well as transport, education
and health infrastructure, and em-
ployment opportunities. The African
Union Development Agency is in
talks to develop a pilot project with
the company and the programmes
will include the provision of home
loans through arrangements with
financiers.

India holds interest rates as inflation eases

MUMBAI (Agencies): India’s central
bank on Thursday kept interest rates
on hold for its second-straight meet-
ing, citing easing inflation pressures,
but warned about an uncertain global
outlook. The benchmark repurchase
rate was left at 6.50% by the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), bank governor
Shaktikanta Das announced in a
webcast, in line with expectations.
“The Monetary Policy Committee
decided to remain focused on the
withdrawal of accommodation to
ensure that inflation progressively
aligns with the target while support-

ing growth,” Das said. “Headline in-
flation still remains above the target,
and being within the tolerance band
is not enough. Our goal is to achieve
the target of 4.0% going forward.”
Inflation hit a peak of 7.79% in April
last year, well above the RBI’s target
range of 2.0-6.0%, before slowly eas-
ing to 4.7% in April.

Binance’s US$70bil Silvergate, Signature money trail

NEW YORK (Agencies): Crypto ex-
change Binance and related entities
shuttled some US$70 billion through
accounts at now-defunct Silvergate
Bank and Signature Bank from 2019
up until this year, including “large
amounts of money” flowing in and
out within days, according to new
details revealed in a filing Wednes-
day. Silvergate facilitated more than
US$50 billion in deposits for Bi-
nance-related parties, while Signa-
ture handled more than US$19 bil-
lion, the 27-page document, which
was filed Wednesday in US District
Court in Washington, shows. Some
of the funds flowed out to foreign
entities, according to the filing,
which cited a review of financial

records including bank statements,
deposits, canceled checks and wire
transfers. The SEC this week sued
Binance, its co-founder Changpeng
“CZ” Zhao, and Binance.US for “bla-
tant disregard” of US securities laws,
including mishandling customer
funds and misleading investors and
regulators, part of a widening cryp-
to crackdown following a wave of
blowups last year including the col-
lapse of Sam Bankman-Fried’s FTX
exchange.

Asian markets slide on fresh rate hlke worries

HONG KONG (Agencies): Renewed
fears that the Federal Reserve will lift
interest rates next week sent Asian
markets into reverse Thursday,
tracking losses across Wall Street
and Europe, while traders were
looking for measures from China to
boost growth. Equities have enjoyed
a broadly healthy run-up so far this
month as recent data suggested the
US economy was holding up after
10 straight rate hikes but the central
bank had enough room to skip an-
other increase this month. However,
a surprise lift by the Bank of Cana-
da on Wednesday — a day after Aus-
tralia lifted rates to an 11-year high
— dealt a blow to those hopes and

reminded investors that more work
was still needed to fight still-too-high
inflation. The Fed’s June 14 decision
comes just after the release of fig-
ures on the consumer price index,
which could play a major part in pol-
icymakers’ thoughts, with the board
still split on whether or not to pause.
“Canada’s central bank is viewed as
one of the leaders when it comes to
being proactive with monetary poli-
cy,” said Oanda’s Edward Moya.

StanChart trimming roles as part of cost cuts

LONDON (Agencies): Standard
Chartered is starting to lay off em-
ployees across Singapore, Lon-
don, and Hong Kong hubs as part
of an existing plan to cut costs by
more than US$1 billion through
2024, Bloomberg News reported on
Wednesday. The British bank had
previously said that it aims savings of
US$1.3 billion under a cost-efficien-
cy programme. The total reductions
could be more than 100, although a
final number has yet to be decided,
the report said, citing people familiar
with the matter. “It is part of normal
business activity to review our role
requirements on an ongoing basis
across the bank,” a spokesperson
for the British lender told Reuters
in an emailed statement. The Lon-
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don-listed bank’s move is the latest
among big banks cutting jobs. Gold-
man Sachs is expected to reduce just
under 250 jobs in the coming weeks,
while JPMorgan Chase & Co is cut-
ting about 500 employees, Reuters
reported in May. Separately, Stan-
dard Chartered earlier this year sold
its Jordanian business to Arab Jor-
dan Investment Bank (AJIB) as the
lender pressed ahead with plans to
exit seven markets in Africa and the
Middle East.
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Man City and Inter target Champions League glory in Istanbul final

ISTANBUL (Agencies): Manchester
City are hoping to get their hands on
the Champions League trophy at last,
and complete a historic treble, when
Pep Guardiola’s team face outsiders In-
ter Milan in Saturday’s final in Istanbul.
City have been building toward win-
ning Europe’s elite club competition
since the Abu Dhabi-backed takeover
of 2008 which transformed them and
helped reshape the sport on the con-
tinent. They came agonizingly close
to Champions League glory in 2021,
losing narrowly to Chelsea in the final,
before being denied in last year’s semi-

finals by a remarkable Real Madrid
comeback. Having exacted revenge
on Madrid, the holders, in this season’s
last four with a 5-1 aggregate triumph,
they are now expected to complete the

job at the Ataturk Olympic Stadium.
“We have all been working for this for
a long time,” City goalkeeper Ederson,
at the club since 2017, said this week.
“The whole team have seen a lot of
victories but also defeats as well. The
players who have been here for five or
six years who have seen these sorts of
defeats, we have learnt from them so
that helps us to grow as a team.” A vic-
tory for City will see them complete the
treble after they claimed a fifth Premier
League title in six seasons and then lift-
ed the FA Cup last weekend, beating
Manchester United 2-1 in the final.

City must ‘right the wrongs of 2021 Champlons League,says Walker

MANCHESTER (Agencies): Manches-
ter City are determined to “right the
wrongs” of their defeat to Chelsea in
the 2021 Champions League final when
they take on Inter Milan on Saturday in
this year’s showpiece, defender Kyle
Walker said. Pep Guardiola’s side have
wrapped up a fifth Premier League title
in six seasons, beat Manchester United
to win the FA Cup last weekend, and
could be crowned European champi-
ons for the first time with victory over
Inter in Istanbul. Their only previous
Champions League final appearance
ended in a 1-0 loss to Chelsea. “We
know we are a good team but to be
recognised globally as one of the best

teams you need to win the Champions
League,” Walker told British media on
Wednesday. “It doesn’t define what
this squad has achieved over the last
six years ... We have a second chance
with Pep and the group of players who

have stayed around and we need to
put right the wrongs we did against
Chelsea.” City could become only the
second English club to complete the
treble and Walker said they were driv-
en by the desire to match United’s feat
from 1999. Walker said City must win
Europe’s elite club competition if they
want to be considered among the great
teams of English football alongside the
likes of United’s 1999 side and Arse-
nal’s ‘Invincibles’, who went through
the 2003-04 league campaign unbeat-
en. “That United team, along with the
Invincibles, are probably up there with
the best Premier League teams of all
time,” Walker said.

Australia’s 1974 World Cup coach Rasic dies aged 87

SYDNEY (Agencies): Rale Rasic,
the Yugoslavian-born coach who
led Australia to their first World Cup
finals campaign in 1974, has died
aged 87, Football Australia said on
Thursday. Rasic arrived in Australia
in 1962 and was named coach of the
Socceroos at the age of 34 in 1970,
leading the team on an unbeaten run
of 12 matches and ultimately to qual-
ification for the World Cup in West
Germany. In the finals, the mostly
amateur Australians failed to score a
goal in losses to both East and West

Germany and a draw with Chile, fin-
ishing bottom of their group. Rasic
was sacked after the tournament and
Australia would not qualify again un-
til the World Cup returned to a reuni-

fied Germany in 2006. “Rale changed
the game in Australia in 1974, qual-
ifying Australia for the first World
Cup ever,” current Australia coach
Graham Arnold said in a news re-
lease. “The amount of passion and
love that Rale had for football has
never drifted too far away from my-
self and he has been a great inspira-
tion for me over the years. “He was
such a great man, he loved a chat,
and loved a story, and he always kept
those stories going and that motivat-
ed a lot of people in life.”

A212ulhasn1 dlsappomted with MSN

KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies): National
track cycling champion Datuk Mohd
Azizulhasni Awang has expressed
his disappointment with the Nation-
al Sports Council (MSN) for failing
to provide a complete support system
here in preparation for the 2024 Olym-
pic Games in Paris. Mohd Azizulhasni,
nicknamed “The Pocket Rocketman”
due to his small stature, said a series
of discussions were held with MSN for
a year before he returned to Malaysia
from his training base in Melbourne,
Australia, but so far no solution has

been found. He said that he accepted
with an open heart the decision of MSN
to close the centralised training camp
of the national track cycling squad in
Melbourne, but his return to the home-

land was not accompanied by a com-
plete and world-class support system
as promised. “Returning home is not an
issue, so long as the support system in
Malaysia is equivalent or better than in
Melbourne. Discussions and meetings
with my representatives have taken
place more than 10 times and the an-
swers received are very disappointing.
“Really unprofessional and just letting
things hang for a very long time. What
kind of high performance sport is this!,“
lamented Mohd Azizulhasni on his offi-
cial Facebook site today.

S.Korean trio fined for boozmg at Baseball Classic

SEOUL (Agencies): Three South Kore-
an players have been fined and ordered
to do community service for drinking
during their failed World Baseball Clas-
sic campaign. The Koreans went to To-
kyo in March with high expectations
from the baseball-crazy country that
they could advance to at least the semi-
finals. However they were eliminated
in the preliminary round after losing to
Australia and hosts Japan, who went

on to win the tournament. Reports lat-
er emerged that the three players had

drunk heavily around the time of crucial
games and they subsequently apolo-
gised. The Korea Baseball Organization
investigated and yesterday fined Kim
Kwang-hyun, a starting pitcher against
Japan, five million won and ordered
him to do 80 hours’ community service.
It separately fined fellow pitchers Lee
Yong-chan and Jeong Cheol-won three
million won and ordered them to do 40
hours in community service.

Declan Rice set to leave West Ham after winning European trophy;

LONDON (Agencies): England mid-
fielder Declan Rice looks to have
played his final match for West Ham.
Rice, who captained West Ham in their
victory over Fiorentina in the Europa
Conference League final on Wednes-
day, has been promised he can leave
the club and wants to go, chairman
David Sullivan said.

“You can’t keep a player who doesn’t
want to be there,” Sullivan told British
radio station Talksport on Thursday.
Rice has been linked with some of
Europe’s top teams, including Arsenal
and Bayern Munich.

“It’s not something we want to hap-
pen,” Sullivan said. “We offered him

200,000 pounds ($250,000) a week 18 &

months ago. He turned it down.”

The 24-year-old Rice has played for
West Ham since 2017. He said after
Wednesday’s final that “it’s not a good-
bye yet.” “Obviously there’s loads of
speculation, but nothing’s happened,”
Rice said. “I'm a West Ham player, I've
got two years left on my contract. I love
every minute of it.” Sullivan said West
Ham has yet to receive an offer. “But I

- club chairman says

think the offers will start to come to-

day,” Sullivan said. “There are three or
four clubs who have shown interest,

but out of respect to West Ham, while
we’re still playing, you don’t make of-
fers for players.”
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Jokic and Murray dominate as Nuggets take 2-1
lead over Miami

MIAMI (Agencies): Nikola Jokic and
Jamal Murray dominated the Miami
Heat, both making triple doubles, as the
Denver Nuggets took a 2-1 lead in the
NBA Finals and regained their home
court advantage with a 109-94 win in
Game 3 on Wednesday. Two-time NBA
Most Valuable Player Jokic scored 32
points with 21 rebounds and 10 as-
sists, an unprecedented triple-double
combination in an NBA Finals game.
Murray scored 34 points and grabbed
10 rebounds and 10 assists. It was the
first time any team in a Finals had two
players making triple-doubles in the
same game. Miami simply could not
find a way to handle the 6 foot, 11-inch
(2.11m) Jokic and unless coach Erik

Spoelstra can come up W1th a plan
before Friday’s Game 4, the Heat are
going to face an uphill battle. Jokic be-
came the first player in NBA history to
reach the 30 points, 20 rebounds, 10
assists mark in a Finals game but took
little interest in that achievement. “To
be honest, not much. I'm just glad that
we won a game,” he said.

Indian wrestlers suspend protest after promise
of swift probe of federation chief

NEW DELHI (Agencies): India’s top
wrestlers said they had decided to sus-
pend protests on Wednesday after the
country’s sports minister promised a
swift probe of their federation chief
who they accused six months ago of
sexually harassing female athletes. The
wrestlers have been camping in New
Delhi for months since April seeking the
arrest of Wrestling Federation of India
(WF]) President Brij Bhushan Sharan
Singh, who has denied the allegations.

Last month, the protest site was cleared
and several wrestlers were briefly de-
tained as they kept demanding action
against Singh, who is also a powerful
member of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and a federal lawmaker. Olympic med-
alist Bajrang Punia was part of the wres-
tling delegation that met Sports Minis-
ter Anurag Thakur at his residence on
Wednesday, a meeting that lasted nearly
six hours. “The government has assured
that they would complete the police in-
vestigations against Singh by June 15 so
we have suspended the protest till then,”
said Punia, who won the men’s 65 kg
freestyle bronze at the Tokyo Olympics.
Singh, a six-time member of parliament,
has been accused of sexually assaulting
seven female athletes, including a minor.

French Open 2023: No.1 Iga Swiatek and No.2
Aryna Sabalenka on course for ﬁnal showdown

PARIS (Agencies): If Iga Swiatek meets
Aryna Sabalenka for the French Open
championship, more than the trophy
would be at stake. The No. 1 ranking
would be, too. But there’s work to be
done for both players first — getting to
the final. In Thursday’s semifinals, No. 2
Sabalenka of Belarus will play unseed-
ed Karolina Muchova of the Czech Re-
public, before No. 1 Swiatek of Poland
faces No. 14 Beatriz Haddad Maia of
Brazil. Sabalenka is unbeaten in Grand
Slam action in 2023; she won her first
major title at the Australian Open in
January. She’s drawn more attention
for non-tennis matters over the past 1
1/2 weeks, however, connected to her
country’s assistance to Russia during
the invasion of Ukraine. After being
asked about that at two news confer-
ences, Sabalenka skipped the next two

post-match sessions with reporters, be-
fore speaking to the media for the first
time in nearly a week after her quarter-
final victory. Swiatek has not been chal-
lenged much at Roland Garros this year
as she pursues her third triumph on the
red clay and fourth Slam title overall.
She hasn’t dropped a set yet heading
into the matchup against Haddad Maia,
a player who served a 10-month doping
ban after failing a test in 2019 and had
never been past the second round at a
major tournament until now.

DAILY HOROSCOPE JUNE 9, 2023

- It's a general reading which may differ
from person to person because of time
date and year.

— ARIES: Your dreams are more import-
ant than ever right now and you should
definitely try to remember each detail
as clearly as possible. Even if it’s all a
fog, though, there should still be a pro-
found effect.
— TAURUS: Your intuition is strong
and you're better able to understand
friends and family even when they’re
confused themselves. You may need to
do something a little crazy to get them
to see the light!
— GEMINI: Something that’s beyond
your control starts to affect your rep-
utation today. Even if it seems terrible
at first, you should be able to turn it
around after some time has passed, so
don’t fret.
— CANCER: You're feeling quite good
and wouldn’t mind just kicking back
with family and enjoying the day. There
may be scheduled activities that take
precedence, but they should be lots of
fun too.

— LEO: You're having the hardest time

understanding what your friends and

family are really trying to say. Things
can't be as simple as they appear to be on
the surface. Relax and let things happen.
- VIRGO: It’s a day of low productivity
anywhere you go. Instead of stressing
out, see if you can forget about respon-
sibilities and focus on having fun and
relaxing. Your family is certainly ready
for it!

— LIBRA: You need to keep up with to-
day’s changes and the aftermath. It’s
not that hard for you to be flexible,
right? Just make sure that you're deal-
ing with things as they pop up and not
delaying.

— SCORPIO: Your appreciation for art
(and ability to make it yourself) is en-
hanced today. All that good energy
should be put to use. You may want to
check out a museum or try your hand at
something new.

— SAGITTARIUS: You've got a lot on
your mind right now. Blow off some er-
rands or tasks that don’t seem that im-
portant so you can take all the time you
need with your personal issues. Don’t
delay!

— CAPRICORN: Your mind is turning
toward helping the community, and you
may find yourself drawn to the less fortu-
nate. It’s a great time for volunteer work
or donating money to a worthy cause.

— ACQUARIUS: You’re on the fence
about what to do about a friend who
seems to be troubled. Don’t spend all
your time worrying about how to help.
Just jump right in and start. You can
make a big difference!

- PISCES: It’s a day of transformation
and positive energy for you, and you
might find yourself heading in a very
different direction by this evening,. It’s a
good time to try something totally new!
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Some Countries Might Send Troops to Ukraine: Ex-NATO Chief

MOSCOW (Agencies): Former NATO
Secretary General Anders Rasmussen
said on Wednesday that a group of
NATO countries might take individual
actions and deploy troops in Ukraine
in the event of member states failing
to provide security guarantees to Kiev
at the NATO summit in Lithuania’s
capital Vilnius in July. “If NATO can-
not agree on a clear path forward for
Ukraine, there is a clear possibility
that some countries individually might
take action. We know that Poland is
very engaged in providing concrete
assistance to Ukraine. And I wouldn’t

China begins develop-
ment of world’s'most
powerful warship radar

-As tensmns between the United States
and China continue to escalate in the
Indo-Pacific region, Beijing is develop-
ing a powerful radar system capable of
tracking multiple targets within a range
of 3,500 kilometers—roughly equiva-
lent to the distance to Guam.

BEIJING (Agencies): According to
the Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post, the radar system cur-
rently under development possesses
the potential to significantly alter the
balance of naval power on a global
scale. Scientists involved in the project
have claimed that a Chinese military
warship equipped with this advanced
radar system would have the capa-
bility to detect ballistic missiles from
a remarkable distance of up to 4,500
kilometers (2,800 miles). This detec-
tion range is roughly equivalent to the
geographical span between southern
China and northern Australia. Chinese
researchers believe the radar system
is well-suited for deployment on new
Chinese warships. The construction of
the first system is already underway.
The development of the advanced ra-
dar system was disclosed in a peer-re-
viewed paper published on May 31 in
the Chinese-language journal Electric
Machines and Control.

Firms may use brain
data to watch workers

NEW YORK (Agencies): Companies in
the future may use brain-monitoring
technology to watch or hire workers,
the data watchdog says. But there is
a real danger of discrimination if the
technology is not developed and used
properly, the Information Commission-
er’s Office says. Tech Futures: Neuro-
technology is the first ICO report on
“neurodata”, data from the brain and
nervous system. It comes as companies
such as Elon Musk’s Neuralink explore
new ways to let computers connect to
human brains.

- Cycling accident

“Based on all the indicators that we'’re
looking at, we’re seeing quite rapid
growth, both in investments and in
patents being developed in this area,”
the ICO’s Stephen Almond told BBC
News. Neurotech is already used in the
healthcare sector, where there are strict
regulations, the ICO says. Electronic
implants in the brain of Gert-Jan Os-
kam, paralysed in a cycling accident 12
years ago, enabled him to walk again.
And commercial interest in the tech-
nology is growing. Neuralink has won
permission for human trials of its im-
plantable brain-computer interface and
is reportedly now worth $5bn (£4bn)
though a long way from a commercial
product.

- Workplace stress

Artificial Intelligence is also opening up
new possibilities, with research proj-
ects now able to decipher sentences
and words just from brain scans. This
might eventually help patients with
locked-in syndrome, who are con-
scious but cannot move or speak.
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exclude the possibility that Poland
would engage even stronger in this
context on a national basis and be
followed by the Baltic states, maybe
including the possibility of troops on

the ground ... I think the Poles would
seriously consider going in and assem-

ble a coalition of the willing if Ukraine
doesn’t get anything in Vilnius,” the
UK media quoted Rasmussen as say-
ing. Rasmussen said security guaran-
tees need to cover intelligence sharing,
joint Ukraine training, NATO interop-
erability, enhanced ammunition pro-
duction and arms supply. The ex-NA-
TO official also said that “some NATO
allies might be in favour of the security
guarantees to actually avoid a real dis-
cussion on Ukraine’s membership as-
pirations,” adding that “they hope that
by providing security guarantees, they
can avoid this question.”

Czech President signs bill on allocation
of 2% of GDP for defense into law

PRAGUE, (Sputnik): Petr Pavel, the
president of the Czech Republic, on
Wednesday signed into law the bill
on the annual allocation of 2% of the
country’s GDP for defense, local me-
dia reported. The law, approved by
the country’s upper and lower houses
and signed by the president, stipulates
the annual allocation of 2% of GDP re-
quired by NATO for defense, the Czech
broadcaster reported. The new law will
go into effect in July 2023 and will have
to be taken into account when drafting
the state budget for fiscal year 2024.

The country’s defense budget for 2024
was planned at 130 billion koruny ($5.9
billion) but will increase by 21.5 billion
koruny under the new law, the report

said. NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg is expected to propose at
the NATO summit in Lithuania’s cap-
ital Vilnius, scheduled for July 11-12,
that the current goal of 2% of GDP
allocated by each country for defense
should not be the ceiling, but a mini-
mum threshold, on which the budgets
of member states of the alliance should
be based, the media reported.

Children among eight injured in knife attack
in southeast France

PARIS (Agencies): Children were
among eight people injured Thursday
in a knife attack in Annecy, in south-
east France, local officials said. A male
suspect was detained in connection
with the attack. French Prime Minister
Elisabeth Borne will travel to Annecy
with Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin
on Thursday, according to the interior
ministry. French President Emmanuel
Macron said “the nation is in shock,”

followmg the attack. “Absolute coward-
ice this morning in a park in Annecy.
Children and an adult are between life
and death. The nation is in shock. Our
thoughts are with them, their families
and the emergency services,” Macron
tweeted. Health Minister Francois
Braun tweeted that his thoughts were
with the victims of the knife attack. “All
my thoughts go immediately to the peo-
ple injured by an individual armed with
a knife in Annecy, and to their loved
ones,” Braun tweeted. “I salute the
rapid mobilization of the emergency
services to take care of the victims, and
notably the Urgent Medical Aid Service
(SAMU).” Lawmakers in the French
National Assembly observed a minute’s
silence for those injured in the attack.

Justice Department informs Trump he is target

in classified documents probe

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Jus-
tice Department recently informed
Donald Trump’s legal team that he is
a target in a federal investigation into
the possible mishandling of classified
documents, sources familiar with the
matter told CNN, a sign that prosecu-
tors may be moving closer to indicting
the former president. The sources have
been informed of the target letter and
its contents but had not seen it them-
selves. Prosecutors’ decision to inform
Trump he’s a target crystallizes that
special counsel Jack Smith’s investiga-
tion is focused on Trump’s actions and
not just the actions of people around

him. Trump’s legal team met with DOJ
officials, including Smith, about the
investigation on Monday. The meet-
ing focused on the Trump legal team
presenting their allegations of miscon-
duct by prosecutors. Smith did not say
anything beyond greeting those in the
room in the meeting, that source said.

QatarEnergy and PetroBangla sign 15-year
LNG supply deal - CEO

DOHA (Agencies): QatarEnergy
has signed a 15-year supply deal
for liquefied natural gas (LNG)
with Bangladesh’s state-owned
PetroBangla for 1.8 million tonnes
a year starting in 2026, CEO Saad
Al-Kaabi said on Thursday, Reu-
ters reports. According to the re-
port, the latest contract with an
Asian customer by the world’s top
LNG exporter comes when Western
countries, including Germany, push
to win a chunk of the Qatari gas,
as competition ramped up follow-

ing the Ukraine war. “The majority
(of LNG exports) will be going to
Asia and the other will be going to
Europe,” Kaabi told a news confer-
ence in Doha, referring to the two-
phase North Field expansion plan.
The expansion will raise Qatar’s
liquefaction capacity to 126 million
tonnes per year by 2027, from 77
million currently, report added. The
report says QatarEnergy will sign
LNG supply deals also with Europe-
an customers, likely after the sum-
mer break.

Saudi,Bahrain embassies in Sudan
attacked by armed groups

DUBAI (Agencies): The embassies of
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain in Sudan
have been attacked by armed groups,
amid the ongoing conflict raging
within the country. In a statement by
the Saudi Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
it condemned “the sabotage and vi-
olence carried out by some armed
groups” on the embassy in Sudan
yesterday, which risked the safety of
its Ambassador and embassy staff.
The Ministry called for “confronting
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these groups that are trying to un-
dermine [the] security and stability
[of] Sudan and its people”. Bahrain’s
Foreign Ministry also stated that its
embassy and its Ambassador’s resi-
dence were attacked and vandalised,
which caused damage to the building.
It highlighted “the need to stop acts of
violence and vandalism in Sudan and
to provide the full protection for the
headquarters of diplomatic missions
and civilian facilities”.

China Threat: US,Japan & Taiwan
to integrate Real-Time Drone Data

NEW YORK (Agencies): The US has
been claiming that China - dubbed a se-
curity challenge last year by the NATO
alliance - is preparing to take control of
Taiwan, which Beijing sees as its rogue
province, by military force. Washington
and its NATO allies have been building
up their presence in the Indo-Pacific,
and further ratcheting up tensions. The
US, Japan, and Taiwan are planning to
begin sharing real-time data from un-
manned aerial vehicles (UAV) as part
of a plan to enhance interoperability
in the Indo-Pacific, a US report stated.
Washington is purportedly determined
to boost military coordination between
its allies under the pretext that if China
were to attack Taiwan, such a scenar-
io would call for building a “common
operational picture” using reconnais-
sance drones’ capability. Four MQ-9B
SeaGuardian drones - a maritime ver-

Australia to introduce
national ban on Nazi
symbols

SYDNEY (Agencies): Australia has
announced it will introduce a nation-
al ban on Nazi symbols, in an effort to
crack down on far-right groups. Public
displays of the swastika or SS symbols
will be punishable by up to a year in
prison. However the new laws will not
cover the Nazi salute. Nazi symbols are
already banned in many states, but this
means they won't be allowed anywhere,
the government says. The move comes
amid a resurgence in far-right activity. In
March, a group of neo-Nazis appeared
at a rally in Melbourne hosted by Kel-
lie-Jay Keen-Minshull - who is known
for her opposition to transgender rights
- and performed Nazi salutes on the
steps of the Victorian Parliament. Ms
Keen-Minshull denied any connection
to the group, but the event triggered a
political backlash with calls for greater
efforts to tackle displays of Nazi regalia.
“There is no place in Australia for sym-
bols that glorify the horrors of the Holo-
caust,” Attorney General Mark Dreyfus
said, announcing the new legislation.
“We will no longer allow people to profit
from the display and sale of items which
celebrate the Nazis,” he added.

Telegraph Media
Group set to be put
up for sale
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LONDON (Agencies): The Daily and
Sunday Telegraph newspapers and The
Spectator magazine are set to be put up
for sale due to debts owed by their par-
ent group. Receivers Alix Partners have
now taken control of the group, and
replaced the current owners, the Bar-
clay family. The receiver said it doesn't
expect the changes to affect the oper-
ations of the papers, which are profit-
able. Lender Lloyds Bank is unlikely to
recover the original value of the loan,
worth hundreds of millions of pounds.
The bank has placed B.UK, a Bermu-
da-based holding company controlled
by the Barclay family, into receivership.
Alix Partners said on Wednesday that it
has taken control of Telegraph Media
Group, which owns the newspapers,
and the company which runs The Spec-
tator. Family members Howard and
Aidan Barclay have been removed as
directors, it said. Lloyds Banking Group
said it “regrettably” had no choice oth-
er than to appoint receivers, but said “it
was willing to continue discussions to
find a suitable solution.” “The decision...
follows numerous discussions with
B.UK’s parent company, Penultimate In-
vestment Holdings Limited (PIHL). The
aim of these discussions, which were
held over a long period and undertaken
in good faith, had been to find a consen-
sual solution and repayment of PIHI’s
borrowing to Bank of Scotland.
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sion of the American Reaper UAV -
are to be delivered to Taipei by the US
defense contractor General Atomics
Aeronautical Systems some time in
2025, sources were cited as saying. The
drones, which can be configured with
cross-domain capabilities for a broad
range of maritime surveillance, are
said to have been successful in locating,
tracking, and targeting enemy ships and
radars. The UAVs, once they arrive in
Taiwan, would be allowed to integrate
into the system deployed by the US
military and the Japanese Self-Defense
Force in the region.
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