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China, Pakistan successtully wrap up joint air exercise

BEIJING (Global Times): With the re-
turn of participating Pakistani forces to
their home country on Tuesday, China
and Pakistan successfully wrapped
up the Shaheen-X joint air exercise in
Northwest China, with observers on
Wednesday predicting more military
interactions and exchanges that will
further deepen pragmatic cooperation
between the “Iron Brothers.” The J-10C
and JF-17 fighter aircraft of the Paki-
stan Air Force contingent on Tuesday
landed back at an operational air base
in Pakistan after successful participa-
tion in the joint air exercise in China,
the Pakistan Air Force said in a press
release on Tuesday. Aimed at validat-
ing interoperability between China and
Pakistan in the face of realistic contem-
porary air combat scenarios, the exer-
cise was a collaborative endeavor that
facilitated the exchange of valuable in-
sights and lessons learned, according to
the Pakistani press release. A video at-
tached to the press release highlighted
that the Shaheen-X was an operational
exercise that deepened brotherhood,
created synergy, enhanced profession-
al skills and operational preparedness
and shared cultural values. The Chi-
nese People’s Liberation Army (PLA)
Air Force dispatched warplanes includ-
ing the J-16 fighter jet to the joint exer-
cise, the video showed. The drill, the
10th edition in the Shaheen exercise
series, started on August 28 in Jiuquan,
Northwest China’s Gansu Province and

India approves
procurement of

additional Su-30s

NEW DELHI (Agencies): India’s Defence
Acquisition Council (DAC) has accord-
ed an Acceptance of Necessity (AoN)
to procure 12 new Sukhoi Su-30MKI
aircraft with associated equipment from
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL),
according to the Indian Ministry of De-
fence (MoD). The AoN signifies the ini-
tial approval for the defence acquisition.
The AoN is part of an ongoing, four-year
effort by the Indian Air Force (IAF) to
procure 12 additional Su-30MKIs to re-
place attrition-related losses. According
to data on air accidents nine Su-30MKIs
have crashed since 2012. However, an
IAF source said the procurement of the
12 new aircraft could also support the for-
mation of a new squadron. “The induction
of 12 Su-30MKIs presents a superior ca-
pability than [ageing Mikoyan-Gurevich]
MiG-21s,” the IAF source added. Janes
earlier reported that the establishment
strength of an IAF squadron is 18 aircraft.
The acquisition of 12 new aircraft would
comprise two-thirds of a new squadron.

Protests in New York
as Netanyahu attends
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NEW YORK (Agencies): Demonstra-
tors gathered outside the New York
hotel where Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu was staying to pro-
test against the government’s judicial
reforms, reported the Times of Israel.
They also plan to stage protests across
the city today as the prime minister
arrived in New York to participate in
meetings with global leaders at the UN
General Assembly. Expat activists and
members of the Jewish community in
New York organised their protest before
dawn as they assembled outside Net-
anyahu’s hotel in Manhattan’s Upper
East Side.

Yinchuan, Northwest China’s Ningxia
Hui Autonomous Region, the Xinhua
News Agency reported. In addition
to fighters, other types of aircraft such
as early warning aircraft and ground
equipment, including ground-to-air
missile systems, radar installations and
communications units, also participat-
ed in the drill that practiced typical com-
bat scenarios such as joint air defense
and joint countermeasures, according
to Xinhua. The exercise featured ad-
vanced warplanes from both sides and
formed complete combat systems that
stress interoperability, a Chinese mili-
tary expert who requested anonymity
told the Global Times on Wednesday.
The J-16 from the Chinese side is the
PLA Air Force’s most powerful and
all-rounded fighter jet, only second to
the stealth-capable J-20, while the J-10C
from the Pakistani side is the Pakistan

Air Force’s most advanced aircraft, the
expert said. Pakistan commissioned the
first batch of Chinese-developed J-10Cs
in March 2022. They can be intercon-
nected with their Chinese counterparts
through the PLA Air Force’s KJ-500
early warning aircraft, the expert said.
Fu Qianshao, a Chinese military avia-
tion expert, told the Global Times that
the exercise is beneficial to both sides
in terms of skills, tactics and interoper-
ability. The two countries use different
training approaches, but at the same
time fly the same aircraft, the J-10C, so
both sides can learn from each other, Fu
said. Experts anticipate there will be
more high-level exchanges, joint exer-
cises among the armies, navies and air
forces of the two countries, personnel
training, as well as technology coop-
eration, including arms sales and joint
development, in the future.

Swiss Parliament outlaws the nigab

Bern (Agencies): The Swiss Parlia-
ment passed legislation on Wednes-
day making it illegal to cover one’s
face, including wearing a niqab - a
Muslim woman'’s face veil —-with a fine
of 1,000 Swiss francs (approximately
$1,114), Anadolu Agency reports.
The “burqa ban” law was approved
by the upper chamber of parliament,
known locally as Nationalrat, by a
vote of 151 to 29, public broadcaster,
SRE reported. All requests from par-
liamentarians for changes in word-
ing, fine levels and exemptions were
rejected. In 2021, the Swiss govern-
ment held a referendum on the issue,
with 51.2 per cent voting in favour
of a nationwide ban on wearing face
veils in public, and 48.8 per cent vot-
ing against it. The new law makes it
illegal to cover one’s face in public
and private places accessible to the
general public “in such a way that the
facial features are not recognisable.”
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Violators face a fine of up to 1,000
Swiss francs ($1,114). However, there
are several exceptions to the ban, in-
cluding religious services, indigenous
customs, theatrical performances and
veiling for health or climatic reasons.
The new federal law has replaced lo-
cal laws in 15 Swiss cantons prohib-
iting hooding. France and Belgium
were the first countries in Europe to
outlaw the nigab in public places in
2011, followed by Bulgaria in 2016,
Austria in 2017 and Denmark in 2018.

India expels Canadian diplomat in titfortat move
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NEW DELHI (Agencies): Canada’s
accusation that India may have been
involved in the assassination of a
Sikh activist on its soil has triggered
a growing spat with Ottawa and New
Delhi both expelling senior diplo-
mats, sending relations between the
two countries plunging. The tit-for-
tat diplomatic expulsions came after
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said
Canada was investigating “credible
allegations” linking India to the June
killing of Canadian citizen and prom-
inent Sikh leader, Hardeep Singh
Nijjar. “Over the past number of
weeks, Canadian security agencies
have been actively pursuing cred-

as spat over assassinated Sikh activist deepens

ible allegations of a potential link
between agents of the government
of India and the killing of a Cana-
dian citizen Hardeep Singh Nijjar,”
Trudeau said in parliament on Mon-
day, adding his government would
take all steps necessary “to hold per-
petrators of this murder to account.”
Canada said it had kicked out an
Indian diplomat, who foreign affairs
minister Mélanie Joly described as
the head of the Indian intelligence
agency in the country. “Today we’re
acting by expelling a key diplomat,
but we will get to the bottom of this,”
she told reporters in Ottawa, adding
Trudeau has raised this issue with
both US President Joe Biden and
British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak.
India’s foreign ministry on Tuesday
responded in kind, saying it had ex-
pelled a senior Canadian diplomat
based in India. Nijjar was a promi-
nent Sikh leader in western Canada,
and according to local police, he was
gunned down in his truck in June by
two masked gunmen outside a Sikh
temple in Surrey, British Columbia.
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Shots fired outside US Embassy in Lebanon

BEIRUT (Agencies): Shots were fired
at the US Embassy in Lebanon on
Wednesday evening, spokesperson
Jake Nelson told Reuters. He added tha
no injuries were reported. “At 10:37 pm
local time, small arms fire was reported
in the vicinity of the entrance to the US
embassy,” Nelson said. “There were no
injuries, and our facility is safe. We are
in close contact with host country law
enforcement authorities.” The incident
took place on the anniversary of the

deadly suicide car bombing of one of
the buildings belonging to the US dip-
lomatic mission in Beirut in 1984. The
attack carried out by Islamist militants
claimed the lives of 23 people, includ-
ing two Americans. The embassy was
moved from central Beirut to its cur-
rent location in the Christian suburb
of Awkar following another attack in
April 1983, which killed 63 people. A
new diplomatic compound is under
construction on a 43-acre site.

EU allocates nearly $150m to help Afghan

BRUSSELS  (Agencies): The EU
announced, Wednesday, that it will
release €140 million (nearly $150
million) in aid for education, health-
care, agriculture and women’s eco-
nomic advancement in Afghanistan,
Anadolu Agency reports. The funds
had been frozen in December 2022
due to the interim Taliban adminis-
tration’s ban on women working in
non-governmental organisations, the
bloc said in a statement. It added that
the decision to release the funds was
based on six months of monitoring
and assessment of the “for women by
women” principle, which ensures Af-
ghan women and girls participate in
all aspects of the aid delivery process.
The funds will continue to be direct-
ed through UN agencies, internation-
al NGOs and the World Bank, which
all work on the ground, according to
the statement. The support will also
strengthen women’s economic em-
powerment by enhancing their skills
development, facilitating access to fi-

people, focusing on women, girls
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nance and market opportunities, im-
proving their economic resilience and
supporting small enterprises led by
women, it said. “We know how diffi-
cult it has been to navigate the increas-
ingly severe situation in Afghanistan.
Yet, over the last six months, the inter-
national community has found a way
to deliver desperately needed support
to women, girls and other vulnerable
groups,” said Jutta Urpilainen, the
Commissioner for International Part-
nerships, in the statement. Urpilainen
underscored that the support offers
livelihood solutions for millions, while
not recognising the Taliban de facto
administration.

Israel arrests 2 men for stealing tank from
military base

TEL AVIV (Agencies): Israel Police
reported this morning that a tank had
been stolen from an army training
base located in the Elikim interchange
and was later found in a scrap yard
in northern Israel. According to the
Jerusalem Post, the incident, initially
reported to authorities by the Defence
Ministry, is under joint investigation
by both law enforcement agencies and
the Israeli Ministry of Defence. “From
a preliminary investigation of the cir-
cumstances of the case, it is suspected
that the tank is not active and was sto-
len from the scene for reasons that are

being investigated at this stage,” police
said. “Upon locating the stolen tank,
a notification was sent to the Minis-
try of Defence and the police opened
a joint investigation with the Minis-
try of Defence,” the statement added.
Following the incident, two men from
northern Israel, one from Tiberias and
the other from Haifa, were arrested as
suspects in connection with the theft.
Moreover, a military statement clar-
ified that the tank was the chassis of
a , which had been taken out of ser-
vice many years ago. “It has no means
of armament, and its systems do not
function,” the statement said. “The
tank was stationed in a firing area,
that’s open to any passersby, and was
used as a stationary vehicle for sol-
diers’ exercises.” It concluded: “The
tank was returned to the security sys-
tem. The investigation of the incident
continues, and a command investiga-
tion will also take place.”

US Muslim Mayor Leads Lawsuit to

End FBI Watcblist

WASHINGTON (Agencies): When Mo-
hamed Khairullah was abruptly turned
away from a White House Eid Al-Fitr cel-
ebration four months ago, he demanded
answers. Khairullah, the long-time May-
or of Prospect Park, New Jersey, had
been invited to the event and was on his
way to the US capital when he received
a call telling him that he would no longer
be allowed to enter the executive man-
sion. He was offered no explanation.
Since then, Khairullah has been joined
by prominent New Jersey politicians,
including Senators Cory Booker and
Bob Menendez and Representative Bill
Pascrell, in demanding answers. The
Biden administration’s response? Si-
lence. Khairullah is now the lead plaintiff
in a lawsuit seeking to end the secret FBI
watchlist that he was placed on in 2019,
which he believes has led to repeated en-
counters with law enforcement, includ-
ing the White House disinvitation. “We
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have sought answers from the federal
government as to why I'm on the watch-
list and about the treatment I've received,
whether it’s at airports, border crossings,
or the disinvitation to the White House,
and it has fallen on deaf ears,” he told
Anadolu in a phone interview. Khairul-
lah is joined by 11 other Muslim-Ameri-
cans who have never been charged with,
much less convicted of, terrorism-related
offenses. They have chosen to sue the
Biden administration in a district court
in Massachusetts in an effort to end the
watchlist’s use.
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NHMP increases fine amount over different offences; launch awareness campaign

PESHAWAR (APP): The Nation-
al Highways and Motorway Police
(NHMP) has advised the motorists to
strictly follow the traffic rules while
driving on motorways and highways
as the fine amount over different vio-
lations have been increased and being
implemented with immediate effect.
A letter issued by the office of Inspec-
tor General of Police NHMP said here
Wednesday that as per the decision of
a meeting chaired by the Federal Min-
ister the implementation of the revised
fine amount was approved under 12th
schedule of NHSO-2000. It said that
all the field formations of NHMP have
been directed to launch briefing, cam-
paigns and distribution of pamphlets
and brochures regarding implementa-
tion of revised fine amount on priority
basis for awareness and sensitization
of drivers, commuters, passengers
and general public. According to the

Seminar on ‘Develop-
ment of Islamic Bank-
ing in Pakistan’ held
PESHAWAR (APP): A one-day seminar
on the “Development of Islamic Banking
in Pakistan” was held at Women Univer-
sity, Swabi on Tuesday. The event was
organized by the State Bank of Pakistan
in collaboration with the Department of
Economics at Women University Swa-
bi, and brought together experts and
scholars in the field of Islamic finance
to discuss its growth and significance in
Pakistan’s banking sector. The seminar
featured esteemed speakers who shared
their insights and expertise on various
aspects of Islamic banking. Manzoor
Ahmad, Joint Director, NIBAF Islam-
abad delivered the opening remarks
and provided a brief introduction. Mufti
Syed Umer Amaduddin, Manager Prod-
uct Development and Shariah Scholar
(In-Charge Product Development Unit),
Silk Bank enlightened attendees on the
intricacies of Islamic finance, particularly
focusing on product development with-
in the industry. Farid Khan, Senior Joint
Director, Islamic Finance Development
Department, State Bank of Pakistan
shared valuable insights into the regula-
tory framework and the role of the cen-
tral bank in nurturing Islamic banking
in the country. The seminar provided a
platform for fruitful discussions, where
participants delved into the challenges
and opportunities for Islamic banking in
Pakistan’s evolving financial landscape.
Students, faculty members, and profes-
sionals, had the opportunity to engage
with the experts and gain a deeper un-
derstanding of the principles and prac-
tices of Islamic finance. This event at
Women University, Swabi, reflects the
commitment of both the State Bank of
Pakistan and academic institutions like
Women University Swabi Department
of Economics to foster knowledge and
awareness about Islamic banking and its
role in shaping the future of Pakistan’s

financial sector.

PESCO conducts
crackdown against pow-
er pilferers:removes doz

ens of illegal connections

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): Pesha-
war Electric Supply Company (PES-
CO) continued its crackdown against
power pilferers and defaulters and
removed dozens of illegal connec-
tions here Wednesday. Several illegal
connections and direct hooks were
removed during operations in Chah
Syed Munawar Shah and Basti Dewa-
la areas. The operation was conducted
on the directives of Sardar Aslam Khan
Gandapur, Superintendent Engineer
Dera Circle under the supervision of
Executive Engineer Pesco Ilyas Khan,
SDO Usman Buzdar, Superintendent
Mansoor Ahmed,Kamran Shah and
Lineman Saleem along with the other
staff of Cantt Sub Division.

revised fine amount list, the minimum
fine starts from Rs 500 and maximum
amount is Rs 5000 depending upon the
nature of offence. Similarly six new
fines were added in the list over differ-
ent violations. The new violations to be
fined included use of unlawful police
light, mimic Law enforcing agencies in
the vehicle to be charged with Rs 5000,
use of fancy number plates with Rs
1000, use of HID lights Rs 2000, use of
evading of law by improvised tinting of
glasses Rs 1000, driving without fasten-
ing seat belts either by driver or com-
muter Rs 1500, use of phone, tab while
driving Rs 500 and driving vehicle with-
out side mirrors Rs 500. The other pen-
alties include exceeding speed limits
Rs 2500, overtaking where prohibited
Rs 1500, failure to yield the right of way
to other vehicle Rs 1000, interfering
with an emergency vehicle Rs 5000,
driving at night without proper light

Rs 5000, driving on wrong side of the
road Rs 2500, disobeying stop sign Rs
3000, following too closely or cutting in
too sharply Rs 1000, driving with rear
screen covered partially or fully Rs 750,
jumping traffic queue Rs 1000, using
turn indicator for any purpose other
than those prescribed Rs 750, failure
to observe lightening hours Rs 1000,
obstructing traffic Rs 2000, failure to
observe slow sign Rs 2000, prohibited
land changing Rs 1000, careless driv-
ing Rs 1500, driving without license
Rs 5000, driving unregistered vehicle
Rs 2000, opening door dangerously
Rs 1000, improper turn Rs 2500, im-
proper land usage Rs 1000, driving
vehicle emitting smoke, visible vapors,
gril, sparks, ashes or oily substance Rs
1250, driving vehicle producing unduly
harsh, shrill, loud or alarming noise Rs
1000, improper u-turn, Rs 1000, park-
ing on a bridge Rs 750.

Former MNA inaugurates development projects
in Upper Chitral

CHITRAL (APP): Former Member
of the National Assembly (MNA)
Maulana Abdul Akbar Chitrali Tues-
day inaugurated a series of devel-
opment projects in various valleys
of Upper Chitral. Maulana Chitrali
kicked off the inauguration by ded-
icating a PCC road in the remote
area of Oveer, backed by a Rs. 50
million fund allocation. He also ini-
tiated the construction of the Kosht
Link Road, a project estimated at
Rs. 300 million, during a simple
event in Bumbagh, attended by a
large gathering. The former MNA
also launched a link road in Khoot
of Torkho Mulkho Tehsil, commit-
ting Rs. 40 million for its develop-
ment. Maulana Chitrali continued
his spree of inaugurations, includ-
ing the Rich Bridge in Tehsil Tork-
ho, a project worth Rs. 10 million.
He also inaugurated the Trich Road,
valued at Rs. 40 million, an attrac-

tion located on the outskirts of the
Trich Mir Mountain. Furthermore,
he pledged to commence work on
the Madak Nashko road, with an
approved budget of Rs. 5 million,
as well as another road project with
the same allocation, emphasizing
their prompt initiation. Speaking at
public gatherings during these in-
augurations, Maulana Abdul Akbar
Chitrali emphasized the significance
of safeguarding the development
funds. He urged the locals to form
committees at the grassroots level to
monitor the daily progress of these
development projects, ensuring
contractors maintain both quality
and quantity standards. The peo-
ple of Upper Chitral, who have long
awaited such initiatives, expressed
their gratitude to Maulana Chitrali
for his commitment to addressing
the region’s neglected development
needs. APP/ghf

KP IC&TE Minister visits KP-EZDMC headquarters

PESHAWAR (APP): KP Caretaker
Minister for Industries, Commerce
and Technical Education (IC&TE),
Dr Syed Aamir Abdullah visited
the headquarters of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Economic Zones Develop-
ment and Management Company
(KP-EZDMC) on Tuesday. During
the visit, he also chaired a meeting
wherein he was briefed in detail by
the Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
KP-EZDMC, Javed Igbal Khattak
about the ongoing projects and fu-

ture plans of the company for in-
dustrial development of the prov-
ince. The Minister appreciated the
performance of the company and
expressed hope that the Board of Di-
rectors and the management would
continue their efforts with the same
zeal and commitment for the growth
of industrial activity in the province.
Earlier, on arrival at the headquar-
ters of the company, the employees
of the company accorded a warm
welcome to the minister.

Major anti-drug campaign launched in Kohat

KOHAT (APP):On the directive of
Inspector General of Police Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar Hayat Khan,
a special 7-day campaign against
drugs, especially ice, was launched
in the Kohat district on Tuesday. Ac-
cording to a statement issued here,
under the leadership of Regional
Police Officer Sher Akbar Khan and
District Police Officer Kohat Farhan
Khan, they were directed to conduct
a crackdown on the drug dealers in-
volved in the sale and smuggling of

drugs. 43 drug dealers have been
arrested during the campaign, and
cases have been registered after re-
covering 30.785 kg of hashish, 8.035
kg of ice, and 2.310 kg of heroin
from the possession of the arrested
drug dealers. On this occasion, DPO
Kohat Farhan Khan told APP Corre-
spondent that the successive opera-
tions against drugs will continue for
the next 7 days, and all resources are
being used against the elements in-
volved in drug trafficking.

Hazara Police launch major operation against drug dealers

ABBOTTABAD (APP): Deputy Inspec-
tor General (DIG) Hazara Police Mu-
hammad [jaz Khan Tuesday initiated
a sweeping crackdown against drug
dealers operating throughout the eight
districts of the Hazara region. Over the
course of the past three weeks, police
have taken swift action, registering 250
drug-related cases and apprehending
250 drug dealers. This operation has
resulted in the seizure of substantial
quantities of illicit substances, includ-
ing 271 kilograms of Hashish, 38 kilo-

grams of heroin, 16 kilograms of ice,
and a significant 1027 liters of alcohol.
The DIG Hazara while addressing
this critical issue, underscored the un-
wavering commitment to eradicating
the drug trade from Hazara. He said
that Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Police are
well-versed in handling threats to the
nation. Furthermore, he stressed that
there would be no tolerance for deal-
ing with drug dealers in the region
and stringent actions would be taken
against them.
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KP IGP inaugurates modern command,
control centre

KOHAT, (APP): The Inspector Gen-
eral of Police Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Akhtar Hayat Khan on Wednesday
inaugurated the modern command
and control center in the district to
ensure peace and order. The com-
mand and control center building
was equipped with led screens linked
with the CCTV cameras installed
throughout the city, wireless commu-
nication system and other facilities.
The IGP went through the centre and
witnessed monitoring of the internal
and external check posts, various

markets and educational institu-
tions in the city through the screen
installed in the control center. He
issued instructions to the authorities
to keep an eye on the security of sen-
sitive places and to remain on high
alert to avert any untoward incident.
On the occasion the IGP said that
the main purpose of setting up the
command and control center was to
deal with street and other organized
crimes in the city through timely re-
sponse and using modern technolo-
gy and equipment.

Mineral Department told to give preference to
firms in leases

PESHAWAR (APP): Advisor to KP
Caretaker CM on Mineral Develop-
ment Dr. Syed Sarfaraz Ali Shah has
said that instead of individuals, firms
should be given opportunities to grant
mineral leases. He was presiding
over the introductory meeting at the
Mineral Development Department
here on Tuesday. Secretary Minerals
Hameedullah Shah, Additional Sec-
retaries Muhammad Ilyas, Musarat
Zaman, and other senior officials
of the department also attended the
meeting. The advisor said that firms
enjoy legal status and their experience
should also be considered in the selec-
tion process. He further said that they
have to provide the best opportunities
and facilities to the investors in order
to bring improvement in the economy
and increase the income of the prov-
ince by controlling the expenses. The
advisor said that besides companies
and firms, the department itself should
also have to focus on the identification

of new sites to attract foreign and do-
mestic investors and companies. He
said that inviting pre-qualification of
firms is the best procedure in this re-
gard. He directed to digitize the whole
system of the department and provide
all facilities to investors at once place.
Regarding the provision of facilities to
miners, he said that efforts should be
made in the ongoing projects to pro-
vide best education to the children of
the mining workers and medical treat-
ment facilities to their families in the
settled districts and especially in the
newly merged districts. Earlier, during
the briefing, the Advisor was informed
that the department has so far issued
2257 licenses while work on grant-
ing 1097 leases was in progress. The
department has 12 schemes under
the annual development programme
(ADP) including nine ongoing and
three new projects, while a total bud-
get of Rs 66.672 million has been re-
leased for four months.

DC Kohat held meeting regarding
Tehsil Lachi civic issues

KOHAT (APP): Under the chairman-
ship of Deputy Commissioner Kohat
Dr. Azmatullah Wazir, a meeting was
held on Tuesday regarding the civic
issues in Tehsil Lachi. According to
DC office, District Education Officer,
XEN, In-charge SNGPL, District Po-
lice, PESCO, MOL Company repre-
sentatives, City Mayor Kohat, Tehsil
Chairman Lachi and officers from
other concerned departments attend-

ed. In the meeting, a detailed briefing
was given by participants to DC Kohat
on gas, electricity, water, road repair
and other issues in Darmalak area
of Tehsil Lachi. As there were more
complaints regarding gas in Tehsil, the
DC issued necessary orders to the in-
charge SNGPL to solve the gas pres-
sure problems in Darmalak so that the
problem of gas pressure is solved as
soon as possible.

PHC fines KP CM, CS,Law Sec,Advocate General

PESHAWAR (APP): A three-mem-
ber bench of the Peshawar High
Court (PHC) on Tuesday expressed
resentment over the provincial gov-
ernment for not submitting a reply
to the court order. During a hearing
in a case against the removal and
appointment of new law officers, the

bench comprising Justice Attiq Shah,
Justice Waqar, and Justice Shakeel
imposed a Rs 100,000 fine on each
KP Chief Minister, Chief Secretary,
Law Secretary, and Advocate Gener-
al. The court adjourned the hearing
while seeking a government reply on
the next hearing.

KP Governor urges business community to work
for strengthening country’s economy

PESHAWAR (APP): Governor Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Haji Ghulam Ali
here on Tuesday urged the business
and traders community to work in
liaison and strengthen the econom-
ic condition of the country. He was
talking to a 30-member delegation
of the Hazara Division Chamber of
Commerce and Industry that was
led by its president and former MPA,
Khursheed Azam Jadoon. Talking
to the delegation, the KP governor
said that efforts and dedication of the
business community are needed to
make Pakistan a leading economy in
the region. He said that the business
community and stakeholders should
adopt a common strategy to make
the country prosperous and econom-
ically strong adding they would be
provided with needed facilities and
help. The delegation apprised the
Governor about their problems and
said that steps are needed to facilitate
tourists to recreation places of Poo-

na and Ambraila waterfalls in Haz-
ara Division. They also demanded a
reduction in land transfer fees and
restoration of agricultural land trans-
fer to benefit the common man. The
Governor assured the delegation res-
olution of their problems and high-
lighted steps taken by the govern-
ment for the facilitation and benefits
of the business community. Haji Ghu-
lam Ali also urged the business com-
munity to work in unison and counter
conspiracies being hatched against
state institutions. He said that those
who are fomenting distrust and cha-
os are enemies of the state that must
be stopped. Later, the Governor met
with a delegation of Lakki Marwat
elders led by Zafarullah Khan and
discussed matters including promo-
tion of education and health facilities.
He also met with various delegations
that were led by CM’s aide, Malik Me-
har Elahi, Sardar Aurangzeb Nalota
and Siddig-ur-Rehman Paracha.

KP wins record 22 medals in McDonald Inter-School Swimming Championship

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
team claimed a record 22 medals in the Mc-
Donald Inter-School Swimming Champi-
onship recently held in Gaddafi Stadium
Swimming Pool, Lahore, international
qualified FINA coach Mobeen Khan Khalil
told media men here on Tuesday. The
team claimed four gold medals as many
silver and 14 bronze medals in the two-day
Championship wherein teams from other
provinces actively participated. Like every
year; this year, Director General Sports Capt.
(Retd) Khalid Mehmood extended both fi-

nal and moral support to the team, Mobeen
Khan said. He said the coach Saleem
Akhtar made a great effort with the team
during practice sessions at the Adil Khan
Swimming Pool, Qayyum Sports Complex
and the players have given outstanding per-
formances by winning a record 22 medals
including four gold medals, four silver med-
als and 14 bronze medals. He disclosed that
Mian Saman in the U10 took silver medal,
Azlan Jarjis bronze medal in the same cate-
gory, Azmat Mehmood won bronze medal
in the U12, Zulgifal took three medals, one

silver and two bronze medals in the U12
category, Fizaz Akhtar got three gold med-
al in the U10 category, Nasir took two gold
medals and three bronze medals in the U12
category, Shaheer Afzal took one silver and
two bronze medals in the Ul4 category,
Hamad Akhtar took one silver medal and
two bronze medals in the Ul4 category,
Abdur Rehman took two bronze medals
and Shasawar got one bronze medal in the
U16 category. Thus Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
team claimed 22 medals which is a record.
Talking to media men, Director General

Sports Khyber Pakhtunkhwa appreciated
the team for their matchless result in the
Inter-School Swimming Championship
sponsored by McDonald. He assured the
upcoming swimmers that soon the Adil
Khan Swimming Pool would be made
an all-weather Swimming Pool. He also
appreciated coach Saleem Akhtar for his
hard-working efforts with the boys who
gave a superb performance. The boys did
hard work and thus got the best result. He
said that the medal winners would be giv-
en cash incentives as well besides excel-

lent coaching and training so that in future
they would be able to represent Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa in the National Junior and
National Senior Swimming Champion-
ships. It is worth mentioning here that due
to the non-availability of the all-weather
swimming pool, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
team failed to take part in the 34th National
Games and due to swimming medals by
the Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa lot the
overall trophy in the Games and Sindh got
the trophy with just a gold medal difference
because of their swimming medals.
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Fuel Price Surge: Pakistan’s Growing
Economic and Social Challenge

- Introduction

Pakistan, like many other nations, is grappling with the soaring cost of fuel. In recent
years, the rising fuel prices have been a persistent concern, affecting the lives of or-
dinary citizens and challenging the nation’s economic stability. This editorial sheds
light on the consequences of escalating fuel costs and emphasizes the urgent need for
comprehensive solutions to mitigate their impact on Pakistani society.

—The Economic Dilemma

The surge in fuel prices has put immense pressure on Pakistan’s economy. The coun-
try heavily relies on imported oil, making it susceptible to fluctuations in global oil
prices. As these prices continue to rise, the country’s import bill increases, which, in
turn, widens the trade deficit and strains foreign exchange reserves. This escalating
economic burden has consequences that ripple throughout society.

Inflation: The most immediate impact of rising fuel costs is inflation. As fuel prices
surge, transportation costs rise, and businesses pass these expenses onto consumers.
This leads to an overall increase in the cost of living, making it challenging for many
Pakistanis to afford basic necessities.

Fiscal Pressure: The government faces a difficult balancing act. On one hand, it must
address public concerns about fuel prices, while on the other; it must manage its fiscal
responsibilities. Subsidizing fuel to alleviate the burden on citizens strains government
resources and diverts funds from critical social programs and infrastructure develop-
ment.

- The Social Toll

The impact of escalating fuel prices extends beyond economic concerns, as it directly
affects the daily lives of the Pakistani people. Transportation Costs: High fuel prices
have a cascading effect on public transportation. As fuel costs rise, the fares for buses,
taxis, and auto-rickshaws increase, making commuting more expensive. This dispro-
portionately affects the economically disadvantaged who rely on public transport for
their daily commute.

Agriculture: Pakistan’s agriculture sector is heavily dependent on fuel for irrigation,
transportation, and machinery. Rising fuel costs drive up agricultural expenses, lead-
ing to increased food prices. This places additional strain on already vulnerable house-
holds, exacerbating food insecurity.

Industries: Industries that rely on fuel for production processes are also hit hard. High-
er operational costs may force some businesses to scale back, lay off workers, or even
close down, resulting in job losses and reduced economic growth.

- Sustainable Solutions

Addressing the challenges posed by rising fuel costs in Pakistan requires a multifac-
eted approach:

1) Energy Diversification: Reducing dependency on fossil fuels by

investing in alternative energy sources such as renewables can help

stabilize energy prices and reduce the impact of global oil price

fluctuations.

2) Public Transportation: Developing efficient and affordable public transportation
systems can alleviate the burden on individual households and reduce the overall de-
mand for personal vehicles.

3) Subsidy Reform: Instead of blanket fuel subsidies that primarily benefit wealthier
individuals, targeted subsidies can be directed towards those most in need to mitigate
the impact of rising fuel costs on the poor.

4) Investment in Efficiency: Encouraging the adoption of fuel-efficient vehicles and
machinery in agriculture and industry can reduce overall fuel consumption.

- Conclusion

The rising fuel costs in Pakistan pose significant economic and social challenges, af-
fecting the livelihoods of millions. It is imperative for the government, industry, and
civil society to collaborate on sustainable solutions that address this issue. Developing
a comprehensive energy strategy, investing in alternative energy sources, and reform-
ing subsidies are crucial steps towards ensuring a more stable and equitable future for
Pakistan’s citizens. Failure to do so risks further economic instability and social unrest,
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which must be avoided at all costs.

The Flawed System of Vice Chancellor’s Appointments

The surge in the number of universities
and campuses in Pakistan without a
proportional enhancement in the qual-
ity of higher education raises concerns
not just only in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
but across the entire nation. It seems
that universities are being established
merely as a means of providing em-
ployment to individuals with connec-
tions, as job opportunities are scarce in
other sectors. Unfortunately, this leads
to a situation wherein Vice Chancellors
(VCs) are manipulated by politicians
or groups of ministers to facilitate the
establishment of new campuses or
universities, with VCs being appointed
through a superficial process to achieve
these objectives. Regrettably, the true
essence of “Higher Education” takes a
back seat, as this political game is well-
known to politicians and citizens alike.
On occasion, due to conflicts and inflex-
ibility, a university is left without a VC or
is placed under the dual charge of a VC
from another university. Now; let’s delve
into the matter of how VCs are “protect-
ed” when employed without adhering
to proper regulations/E&D rules and
how they are “encouraged and empow-
ered” to mistreat employees, the public,
and the students. Regrettably, the High-
er Education Commission (HEC) in Is-
lamabad, along with its Chairman and
complete management, also supports
this corrupt practice at the national lev-
el, thereby depriving employees of their
rightful entitlements according to the
ordinance. The HEC/HED should be
responsible for curbing these miscon-

ducts. VCs are typically selected through
a nominal advertisement published in
newspapers by a VC search commit-
tee. If the committee does not align
with the government’s or Members of
the Provincial Assembly’s (MPAs) and
Members of the National Assembly’s
(MNAs) desires, it is often changed.
Unfortunately, merit is never the basis
for appointments made by the commit-
tee, despite the concept being desirable.
Many VCs are appointed based on the
pretext of merit, even though they do
not possess the qualifications necessary
to be admitted to the same university.
Although the committee’s purpose is
commendable, it is frequently abused.
The government, particularly the feder-
al and provincial Ministry of Education,
as well as the Governor House and Sec-
retariat, must be called upon to explain
how VCs are appointed to public sector
universities without following proper
regulations. The recruitment of VCs is
carried out through extensive newspa-
per advertisements titled “positions of
VCs for public sector universities.” This
clearly indicates that it is not a deputa-
tion. Applications are submitted along
with No Objection Certificates (NOCs).
Tests and interviews are conducted
with the candidates, and appointments
are made based on a so-called merit
list. Eventually, the chosen candidates
are allowed to assume their positions
as VCs, fulfilling the intentions of the
concerned MNAs/MPAs. The process is
seldom challenged, and any challenges
that do arise are generally dismissed
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Trapped in the Web of Deceit — By Anum Hamid

In the bustling city of Peshawar, there
lived a young and hopeful boy named
Sumair. He hailed from a humble family,
and his parents had always struggled to
make ends meet. Sumair had a dream
— to escape the clutches of poverty and
provide his family with a better life. One

fateful evening, while scrolling through |

his social media feed, Smair came across
an enticing advertisement. It promised
an easy online job with lucrative earn-
ings. The advertisement spoke of data
entry and creative writing jobs paying be-
tween 50,000 to 70,000 rupees a month.
Sumair’s heart raced with excitement;
this was the opportunity he had been
waiting for. Sumair clicked on the link
and was directed to a website that ap-
peared professional and legitimate. The
website was filled with testimonials from
people who claimed to have transformed
their lives through these online jobs.
With trembling hands, Sumair filled out
the registration form and paid the 1500
rupee registration fee, all of his savings.
Days turned into weeks, and Peshawar
boy anxiously waited for a response.
His dreams of financial stability and in-
dependence kept him going, but there
was no news from the website. Eventu-
ally, he received an email that filled him
with joy — he had been selected for the
job. The tasks were simple enough: data
entry and creative writing. Sumair put
his heart and soul into his work, burning
the midnight oil to meet deadlines and
impress his employers. He began to see
small payments trickling into his bank
account, confirming the legitimacy of the
website. Sumair’s family was elated with
his success, and their financial burdens
began to lighten. They finally felt a glim-
mer of hope for a brighter future. Strug-
gling boy’s younger siblings were able
to attend better schools, and his parents
were able to afford a few luxuries they
had never dreamed of. However, as time
passed, Sumair started noticing red flags.
The payments became irregular, and
the website’s customer support became
unresponsive. Desperate for answers,
Sumairir tried to withdraw his earnings,
but it was impossible. The website de-
manded additional fees, citing various
reasons like tax clearance and admin-
istrative charges. Sumair began to feel
trapped. The more poor boy invested,
the deeper he sank into the quicksand of
deception. He exhausted all his savings,
and worse, he borrowed money from
friends and family to pay the escalating
fees. His family, unaware of the dark turn
this “opportunity” had taken, celebrated
his achievements. One fateful night, as
Sumair stared at the mounting debts, he
felt a crushing weight on his shoulders.
He realized he had been ensnared by a
fraudulent scheme. Depression crept

— By Dr. Imtiaz Ahmad

by the search committee, who verbal-
ly disown the selected candidates by
placing them at the bottom of the list.
The appointment letter; issued with the
chancellor’s approval the following day;,
designates the new VC for a term of
three to four years, with no restrictions
imposed by laws or regulations. The
flaws in the appointment process be-
come apparent once the appointment
letter is issued. The very next day, a
professor, often an associate professor,
is transformed into a figure of authority,
presiding over a university like a king
or queen, with complete power and fi-
nancial autonomy. This issue was high-
lighted recently in the National Assem-
bly by the Ex-Federal Defense Minister,
Mr. Khawaja Asif. The allure of this
newfound power has led to a situation
where every senior and junior professor
aspires to be part of this unregulated hi-
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over him, and he believed there was no
way out. The thought of ending his life
seemed like the only solution to escape
the suffocating financial burden he had
brought upon himself and his family. In
the darkest moment of his life, Sumair
decided to seek help. He confided in a
close friend who urged him to report the
scam to the authorities. With their sup-
port, Sumair gathered evidence against
the fraudulent website and reached out
to the cybercrime department. Over time,
investigations revealed the intricate web
of deceit spun by the fraudulent website.
The authorities shut it down, and its oper-
ators faced legal consequences. Sumair’s
family, though shaken by the ordeal,
stood by his side, grateful that he had not
succumbed to despair. Teenager Sumair
learned a painful lesson about the dan-
gers of online scams and the importance
of seeking help when facing adversity.
He vowed to rebuild his life, and with the
support of his loved ones, he began the
journey towards financial stability once
more, this time with caution and wisdom
as his guides. As Sumair continued to
investigate the fraudulent website and
its victims, he discovered a disturbing
pattern. He reached out to others who
had also fallen prey to the same scam.
‘What he found was a heartbreaking sto-
ry of countless individuals who had been
lured by the promise of financial stability
and a better life, only to be ensnared in
the same web of deceit. Many of these
victims were students, unemployed
youth, and desperate individuals from
various walks of life. They had all paid
the same 1500 rupee registration fee,
believing it to be the first step towards a
brighter future. The website had cleverly
exploited their hopes and dreams, taking
advantage of their vulnerability. Young
Boy spoke to these victims, he learned
that the company had not only collected
registration fees but had also assigned
them tasks and projects. However, the
payments they received were either mea-
ger or nonexistent. Some had worked
tirelessly for months, pouring their time
and effort into projects that were never
compensated as promised. The devastat-
ing impact of this scam went far beyond
financial loss. Many of the victims were

now grappling with severe mental and
emotional distress. Some had even taken
dangerous steps, feeling cornered and
hopeless. Sumair realized the gravity of
the situation and the urgency of helping
these victims find a way out. Together
with a group of affected individuals, Su-
mair decided to take legal action against
the scam operators. They reported the
fraudulent website to the authorities and
provided evidence of the scam’s opera-
tions. Slowly but surely, the wheels of jus-
tice began to turn. However, the road to
justice was fraught with challenges. The
perpetrators had covered their tracks
well, and it took months of investigation
and legal proceedings to bring them
to justice. During this time, Peshawar
teenager and his fellow victims leaned
on each other for support, forming a
tight-knit community that offered solace
and understanding. Sumair’s relentless
determination, along with the collective
efforts of the victims, eventually led to
the arrest and prosecution of the scam
operators. The fraudulent website was
permanently shut down, and the ill-got-
ten gains were seized to compensate the
victims as much as possible. Through
this harrowing experience, Sumair and
the other victims came to understand the
importance of seeking help and support,
not just from family and friends but also
from each other and the authorities. They
learned that together, they could over-
come the darkest of times and emerge
stronger and wiser. This story serves as
a stark reminder of the dangers of online
scams and the devastating impact they
can have on vulnerable individuals. It
highlights the critical importance of rais-
ing awareness, seeking legal recourse,
and offering support to those who have
been victimized, to prevent such scams
from claiming more innocent lives. This
tale of Sumair’s ordeal and the collective
struggle of those who fell victim to the on-
line scam serves as a cautionary tale for
young students and individuals seeking
online opportunities. It underscores the
need for vigilance and skepticism when
encountering offers that seem too good
to be true. It’s crucial to remember that
legitimate job opportunities do not typi-
cally require upfront fees. If you ever find
yourself in a situation where you suspect
foul play, don't hesitate to report it to the
authorities or seek guidance from trust-
ed sources. By staying vigilant, we can
protect ourselves and others from falling
prey to these scams, ultimately ensuring
a safer digital landscape for all.
— ANUM HAMID is a knowledgeable
and skilled media studies lecturer in
Igra National University, and journalist
with a passion for sharing insights and
perspectives on current events and is-
sues.

and Its Impact on HE in Pakistan

erarchy. Additionally, the rampant de-
sire among senior and junior professors
to be part of this unrestrained power
structure is evident. The vice chancel-
lor is appointed from the governor’s
house through the Ministry of Educa-
tion. Within the university, they assume
the roles of kings or queens, free from
any internal or external regulations, as
there are no efficiency or disciplinary
rules in place for such positions. Their
appointment letters often overlook the
aspects of efficiency and discipline. It is
unfortunate, or perhaps fortunate, that
this unique form of appointment in Pa-
kistan lacks the existence of efficiency
and disciplinary rules to hold these indi-
viduals accountable. This has created a
harsh environment for employees and
students, as even their misconduct can-
not be challenged in a court of law. The
lack of boundaries makes it difficult to
identify the rules broken by vice chan-
cellors and determine appropriate pun-
ishments. While institutional autonomy
is important, it should not be granted
to “unbridled horses”. The nation can
no longer comprehend this mystery. It
is crucial to define the minimum age
for vice chancellor appointments, as
the impact factor and immaturity have
negatively affected institutions. The role
of a vice chancellor encompasses mul-
tiple dimensions, including leadership
and representation in various bodies,
which necessitate a certain age, experi-
ence, and qualifications. Implementing
efficiency and disciplinary rules would
hold them accountable and limit their

powers. This would elevate the stan-
dard of higher education to the desired
level instead to misuse powers for ha-
rassing employees. The employment of
individuals in scale 17 and above could
be handled through a provincial com-
mission, while the employment of those
in scale 3-16 can be delegated to the
universities, with the unbridled horses
bound by efficiency and disciplinary
rules to prevent mismanagement. II-
legal re-reappointments of faculty
members must be immediately halted,
and faculty should be provided with a
service structure in accordance with
HEC ordinance as per strict directives
of NA standing committees and other
government departments. This would
restore balance to the system and en-
sure accountability for these horses.
In summary, the process of appointing
vice chancellors in Pakistan is flawed,
resulting in unbridled horses assum-
ing leadership positions in universities
without any accountability. To enhance
the standard of higher education in the
country, the appointment process for
vice chancellors must be reformed. Not
only should vice chancellors be held
responsible for their actions, but mem-
bers of the syndicate, senate, and other
statutory bodies being widely misused
should also be held accountable, as they
are government servants and represen-
tatives of the public.
— The writer is a PhD from the Uni-
versity of Essex, UK, and works as an
associate professor at the University
of Malakand.
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Shehroze Kashif achieves another milestone by scaling Mt. Manaslu

ISLAMABAD, (APP):The unflinch-
ing determination of Pakistani climb-
er Shehroze Kashif enabled him to
achieve another feat when he success-
fully summitted Nepal’s 8,163 metres
Mount Manaslu. “Congratulation
to Shehroze on his amazing feat of
climbing the eighth-highest mountain
in the world, Manaslu. He is now the
youngest climber to reach the sum-
mit of 12 summits over 8000 metres.
It is really amazing,” Secretary Alpine
Club of Pakistan, Karrar Haidri said
in a statement. “His commitment and
the encouragement he’s received from
everyone are admirable. I hope he has
a safe descent and more luck on his
upcoming adventures,” he added. Two
years back, in September 2021 he had
ascended Manaslu, but after two days
it was revealed that he had missed the
actual summit point. “Congratulations
to Shehroze Kashif on his triumphant
summit of Mount Manaslu. Shehroze
reached the summit of Mount Manas-

Iu on 20th September at 5:01AM PST.
“BARD Foundation is beaming with
pride for this remarkable achievement.
Summiting Mount Manaslu is a sig-
nificant step towards his dream of be-
coming the youngest mountaineer to
summiit all 14 tallest peaks,” the BARD
Foundation, which sponsors Sheh-
roze’s expeditions said in a statement.
Born on March 11, 2002, Shehroze
made history by becoming the young-
est climber in the world to summit K2
on July 27, 2021. He also became the
youngest Pakistani to summit Mount
Everest on May 11, 2021. After the
successful summit of Mount Everest,
Sports Board Punjab made him the
youth ambassador of Punjab. He sum-
mited Broad Peak at the age of 17, after
which he was called “The Broad Boy’.
He started climbing mountains at the
age of 11 with Makra Peak being the
first one, followed by Musa ka Mus-
alla and Chembra Peak at 12, Mingli
Sar in Shimshal at 13, Khurdopin Pass

Show-cause notices issued to police officials over
poor performance

ISLAMABAD (APP):Chief Traffic Of-
ficer has issued show-cause notices to
police officials over poor performance
and inadequate arrangements at park-
ing places, negligence, and careless-
ness in official duties. According to po-
lice spokesperson, Chief Traffic Officer
Syed Mustafa Tanveer has directed to
take legal action against illegal parking,
double parking, and encroachment on
pedestrian walkways outside com-
mercial centers and shopping plazas
including the Margalla Road, Super
Market F-6, Jinnah Super Market F-7,
F-8 Markaz, F-10, G-8 Markaz and oth-
er commercial areas. Furthermore, he
has instructed to further improve the

smooth flow of traffic, control acci-
dents and provide the maximum pos-
sible travel facilities to citizens and take
strict legal action against drivers who
violate traffic laws. He emphasized
that law enforcement should be swift
against violators of traffic laws, includ-
ing those riding motorcycles without
helmets, driving recklessly, not wearing
seat belts, using mobile phones, disre-
garding traffic signals, and other traffic
violations. He stated that Islamabad
Capital Police is taking all necessary
measures to provide every possible
facility to citizens and is using modern
technical resources to prevent traffic
law violations in the city.

ADB sees implementation of reforms key to
economic stability

ISLAMABAD (APP):Pakistan’s ad-
herence to an economic adjustment
program through April 2024 will be
critical to restoring macroeconomic
stability and the gradual recovery of
the country’s growth, the Asian Devel-
opment Bank (ADB) said in a report
on Wednesday. According to the Asian
Development Outlook (ADO) Septem-
ber 2023, Pakistan’s Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) growth is projected to
recover modestly to 1.9% in fiscal year
2024 (1 July 2023 to 30 June 2024) from
0.3% in FY2023, with price pressures
remaining elevated. However, signifi-
cant downside risks to the outlook re-
mained unchanged, including global
price shocks and slower global growth.
“Pakistan’s economic prospects are
closely tied to the steadfast and consis-
tent implementation of policy reforms
to stabilize the economy and rebuild
fiscal and external buffers,” said ADB
Country Director for Pakistan Yong Ye.
“Greater fiscal discipline, a market-de-
termined exchange rate, and speedier
progress on reforms in the energy sec-
tor and state-owned enterprises are key

to reviving economic growth and pro-
tecting social and development spend-
ing,” Yong Ye added. Pakistan’s econo-
my was jolted by severe floods, global
price shocks, and political instability in
FY2023, causing growth to weaken and
inflation to rise. According to the ADO,
the implementation of the economic
adjustment program and a smooth gen-
eral election in FY2024 are expected to
boost confidence, while easing import
controls is likely to support investment.
Favorable weather conditions and the
government’s relief package of free
seeds, subsidized credit, and fertilizers
are expected to support a recovery in
agriculture. This, in turn, will help the
industry, which will also benefit from
the increased availability of critical im-
ports. Inflation is expected to ease to
25% in FY2024 from 29.2% in FY2023,
as base-year effects set in, food supply
normalizes, and inflation expectations
moderate. However, sharp increases in
energy tariffs under the economic ad-
justment program, and the continued
weakening of the rupee will keep infla-
tionary pressures elevated.

TIKA conducts weeklong “Search and Rescue
Training” in Pakistan

KARACHI  (APP):Turkish Coop-
eration and Coordination Agency
(TIKA) has conducted a week-long
“Search and Rescue Basic Training”
within the scope of the Emergen-
cy and Disaster Response Training
Program (ADAMEP) in coopera-
tion with the International Human-
itarian Aid Association (IHH) and
Sindh Boys Scouts Association. The
training program was held at Sindh
Scouts Gulshan Training Center
and attended by Consul General of
the Republic of Turkey in Karachi
Cemal Sangu, TIKA Karachi Coordi-
nator Halil Ibrahim Basaran, Sindh
Scouts Chairman Hasan Feroz and
others. Speaking at the program,
CG Cemal Sangu said that the di-
sasters experienced in Pakistan,
Turkiye and recently in Libya and
Morocco further increased the im-
portance of search and rescue ac-
tivities; therefore, he stated that this
training program was very import-
ant for both Turkiye and Pakistan
and thanked all the institutions that
contributed to the organization of
the activity. TIKA Karachi Coordina-
tor Halil Ibrahim Basaran said TIKA
gives great importance to search
and rescue training. He said they
carried out these trainings in coun-

tries such as Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na, Lebanon and Bangladesh, in this
context, he expressed that they are
very pleased to be carrying out the
first of several stages of the train-
ing program in Pakistan. Basaran
thanked the IHH Search and Rescue
team, who came to Pakistan for the
training, and the Sindh Scouts, who
contributed to the organization of
the training, for their contributions,
and stated that their cooperation
with the Scouts Union, which has
volunteers all over Pakistan, will
continue. Sindh Scouts Chief Patron
Hasan Feroz said search and rescue
activities, which started with the di-
saster in Kashmir in 2005 were the
starting point. He stated that the
scouts are the first to respond to
disasters and similar situations due
to their scouts in all regions of Paki-
stan, and expressed his gratitude to
Turkiye for the training and equip-
ment support to increase the search
and rescue capacity of the Sindh
Scouts association. The training, at-
tended by more than 50 people from
Sindh Scouts and Alkhidmat search
and rescue volunteers, will continue
throughout the week and end with
the certificate program on 23 Sep-
tember.

at 15, and Khosar Gang in alpine style
at 18 years of age. Shehroze current-
ly holds two Guinness World Records
for being the youngest to climb K2 and
the youngest to climb Broad Peak. On
May 5, 2022, he became the youngest
in the world and the first Pakistani to
reach the summit of Kangchenjunga -
the third-highest peak in the world. On
May 16, 2022, he summited the world’s
fourth-highest peak, Mount Lhotse
(8,516m), in Nepal. On November 1,
2022, Shehroze was recognized by
Guinness World Records for the year
2023 for summiting Mount Everest
and K2. In May, 2023 he summited Ne-
pal’s Mount Dhaulagiri (8,167m), the
seventh highest peak of the world. In
July 2022, Shehroze and Fazal Ali went
missing between Camp 4 and Camp
3, after successfully summiting Nanga
Parbat. However, the duo was discov-
ered shortly after. Shehroze intends to
summit all above 8,000m peaks before
the year end.

ANF seizes 67 kg drugs
in four operations

RAWALPINDI (APP):Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) while conducting four
operations across the country man-
aged to recover over 67 kg drugs
and arrested seven accused, said an
ANF Headquarters spokesman here
on Wednesday. He informed that two
suspects were arrested from a pas-
senger van intercepted near Phag-
wari Bazaar in Murree. Eight kg
hashish was recovered from the pos-
session of the accused. 52.8 kg hash-
ish and 6 kg opium were recovered
from a truck intercepted near Wali
Interchange Nowshera. The accused
resident of Peshawar was trying to
smuggle drugs to Punjab. On the
pointation of the arrested accused,
his accomplice, a car driver resident
of Kohat, was also arrested. In third
operation, 200 ecstasy tablets were
recovered from two suspects riding
a motorcycle near Haji Camp Adda
Peshawar. The accused confessed to
supply drugs to students of educa-
tional institutions. In fourth opera-
tion at Multan International Airport,
750 grams ice tactfully concealed in a
bag was recovered from the posses-
sion of a Bahrain-bound passenger,
resident of Dera Ghazi Khan, who
was going on flight number GF-789.
Separate cases have been registered
against the arrested accused while
further investigations are under pro-
cess.

Man shot dead in court
premises

DG KHAN (APP):A man was al-
legedly shot dead while another re-
ceived serious injuries as an alleged
outlaw opened fire in the limits of
district courts, here on Wednesday.
According to police sources, the vic-
tims Jalal and Rasheed had enmity
with another citizen Younis, who al-
legedly opened fire. There has been
a dispute between both sides and
the case of their dispute was regis-
tered with Kala Police Station. On
Wednesday, Younis opened fire at
Jalal and Rasheed when they came
to appear before the court. Jalal
died on the spot while critically in-
jured Rasheed was shifted to hospi-
tal by Rescue 1122. Police arrested
the alleged outlaw and started an
investigation into the mishap.

3 die as a passengers
van plunges into ravine
In Battagram

ISLAMABAD (APP):At least three
passengers including a woman lost
their lives while four others got in-
jured when a passenger van plunged
into a deep ravine in Battagram on
early Wednesday morning. Accord-
ing to local police, a passenger van
was on its way to Battagram when
suddenly the driver lost control of
the vehicle which consequently fell
into a deep ditch, a private news
channel reported. Rescue teams and
local people rushed to the site after
the incident and took part in the res-
cue activities. After hectic efforts,
the bodies were retrieved from the
ravine and were shifted to the Dis-
trict Headquarters Hospital Batta-
gram.
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REAP expect record rice export of $ 3 billion
in Year 2023

ISLAMABAD, (APP):Rice Exporters
Association of Pakistan (REAP) on
Wednesday expected that this year, the
export of rice will be above the record
$ 3 billion, which is very encouraging.
Last year 2021-22 the rice crop was
destroyed due to the floods, because
of which the export of rice has de-
creased, Chairman REAP, Chela Ram
Kewlani told APP. Last year, he said the
production of rice crops improved and
there were also new opportunities in
the emerging markets of different re-
gions. He said that facilities are given
to rice exporters by the government,
but due to the high tariffs in different
countries, the export of rice has be-
come a problem, so agreements with
these countries are needed. Kewlani
said that during the finalization of Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) with differ-
ent countries, the rice sector should
also be included so that the tariff lines
will come down for rice exporters. He
said that this would have a positive
impact on rice export and new oppor-
tunities will be created for the exports
in the sector. Chairman REAP said
that by increasing the export of rice,
the exchange rate will be stable, but
overall the country’s economy will be
strengthened. Meanwhile, talking to

the APP, former Chairman Rice Ex-
port Association of Pakistan and Rice
Exporter Ali Hasan has said that rice
exporters in Pakistan are looking for
global markets, but there are also
some challenges facing them such as
high tariffs and other duties in the rice
exporter markets. He said that rice
should be included as a product for the
export of rice in all free trade agree-
ments so that the original potential of
rice export can be achieved. Ali also
expressed the hope that this year there
will be an increase in rice production
and stocks and a record increase in its
exports. Replying to a question, he said
that after the approval of the Global
Indication (GI) law in the country, Pa-
kistan will have significant opportuni-
ties to increase its economic and trade
activities in the international market.
The rice exporter said that now after
this legislation; a level playing field will
be available for the export of various
Agro-trade goods including rice in the
international market. He said that Geo-
graphical Indication would serve as a
potential economic tool to promote
and increase national and international
trade by attracting global demand and
premium prices for Pakistani products
in the international market.

Excise staff to facilitate vehicle registration, transfer,
and token tax at Rose,Jasmine Garden today

ISLAMABAD (APP):In a bid to bring
convenience to the public, the Islam-
abad Excise and Taxation Department
will be present in the parking lot of
Rose and Jasmine Garden today from
3 to 5 p.m. to facilitate vehicle registra-
tion, transfer, and token tax. The move
comes on the instructions of Deputy
Commissioner Islamabad Irfan Nawaz
Memon, who is keen to make the pro-
cess of vehicle registration and transfer
as smooth and hassle-free as possible
for citizens. In addition to the excise
staff, the Facilitation Center Doorstep

ICT Vehicle will also be present at the
venue, offering a range of other ser-
vices such as domicile certificates, birth
certificates, power of attorney, interna-
tional driving permits, and fuel permits.
This initiative is a welcome step by the
Islamabad Excise and Taxation De-
partment, and it is expected to benefit
a large number of people. The citizens
of Islamabad are urged to take advan-
tage of this opportunity and avail the
services offered by the excise staff and
the Facilitation Center Doorstep ICT
vehicle today.

Diabetes medicines supply to be ensured: Minister

ISLAMABAD (APP):Caretaker Minis-
ter for Health Dr. Nadeem Jan here on
Wednesday directed to ensure prog-
ress in the supply of diabetes and ep-
ilepsy drugs to the masses. According
to the spokesperson of the Ministry of
Health, following the instructions of
the Minister for Health, the process
of registration of insulin and heparin
medicine has started on an emergen-
cy basis. He said that “Dr. Nadeem
Jan is ensuring fast-track processing
of the Drug Regulatory Authority of
Pakistan’s (DRAP) registration cases
on a priority basis”. The Chief Execu-
tive Officer (CEO) of DRAP has been
instructed to ensure registration on

the fast track and report to the minis-
ter on a weekly basis. Registration of
drugs would help supply drugs in the
market, especially for diabetes and ep-
ilepsy patients, Dr. Nadeem said. He
said that “the most effective measures
are being taken to increase the capac-
ity of the pharma industry”. He said
that “the work is being done under a
comprehensive strategy to promote
the pharma industry in Pakistan”. “We
are working in consultation with the
pharma industry.” The DRAP regis-
tration board reviewed more than ten
applications on a priority basis. The
registration board approved several
applications.

Kashmiri Rights Outfit Chief thanks President
Erdogan for raising Kashmir issue at UNGA

MIRPUR (AJK): (APP):Chairman
of veteran Kashmiri rights defender
Kashmir Institute of International Re-
lations (KIIR) Altaf Hussain Wani has
expressed his gratitude to Turkish
president Recep Tayyib Erdogan for
his continued support to Kashmiris’
legitimate cause and raising the is-
sue vociferously during his speech to
the UN general Assembly. Terming it
as a welcome development, the KIIR
chief said in a statement issued on
Wednesday, “We deeply appreciate
the role of our brotherly country that
besides lending all out support to our
struggle have significantly contribut-
ed in raising global awareness about
the peaceful settlement of the long
running Kashmir conflict”. Lauding
president Erdogan’s wisdom and
broader understanding of the chal-
lenges being faced by the world to-
day, Wani said that it was high time

that the world leaders should recip-
rocate president Erdogan’s call for
ending conflicts to ensure durable
peace in the world. Referring to the
unresolved Kashmir dispute and pre-
carious situation in the Indian held
territory of Jammu and Kashmir, the
KIIR chief said that it was high time
that the UN should play its role to re-
solve the dispute peacefully and con-
sider establishment of Commission
of Inquiry as recommended by the
OHCHR report to hold an indepen-
dent investigation into human rights
violations in the restive region. Urg-
ing the global community to play its
due role in holding India accountable
for its crimes committed by its troops
in the IoK, Wani said, “Appeasement
or inaction on the part of the world
community would only embolden
the abuser”.

Trawler held for illegal fishing in Pasni

QUETTA (APP):The Fisheries De-
partment’s patrol team, along with
the Levies Force, are conducting
war-based operations against illegal
trawlers and arrested a fishing crew
along with fish involved in illegal
trawling in the Pasni area of Baloch-
istan on Tuesday. Director General of
Fisheries Mir Saifullah Khetran con-
firmed the arrest of the illegal trawl-
er while talking to media persons.
The official further said that the pa-
trolling team of the Department of
Fisheries has been working hard for

the past several months in order to
prevent illegal trawlers in the areas,
saying that no one would be allowed
to poach them. He said that such
steps are being taken to improve
exports, adding that the Fisheries
Department is always ready against
illegal trawlers. He said that fisher-
men should be supported to stop ille-
gal fishing, while an increase in fish
production would be possible only
by establishing the best discipline
in the sea. Further investigation was
underway.
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Pakistan committed to stable, peaceful
Afghanistan: FM

ISLAMABAD (APP):Foreign Minis-
ter Jalil Abbas Jilani has expressed
Pakistan’s commitment to stable,
peaceful, prosperous and connected
Afghanistan. The foreign minister
stated this in a meeting with U.S.

Special Representative on Afghan-
istan Thomas West on the sidelines
of United Nations General Assembly
in New York. They agreed continued
cooperation for lasting peace in Af-
ghanistan.

Arrangements to be finalized to launch health
card programme soon: CM

QUETTA (APP):Balochistan Caretaker
Chief Minister Mir Ali Mardan Khan
Domki on Tuesday said that all arrange-
ments should be finalized to launch
the health card programme soon. He
directed all the stakeholders to ensure
transparency and expedite the process
to finalize the panel hospitals across
the country. The chief minister while
presiding a meeting regarding the is-
suance of health cards in the province,
directed the State Life Insurance Cor-
poration and NADRA to finalize their
respective affairs. He said out-of-pocket
health spending led to increased pover-
ty as expensive treatments are beyond
the reach of poor people, so it is import-
ant to immediately provide free-of-cost
treatment facilities to the masses. In the

meeting, Chief Secretary Balochistan
instructed the authorities concerned to
complete all the arrangements in the
next three days and inform them about
the final date of health card issuance.
The provincial government will provide
health insurance facilities amounting
to Rs 1 million to around two million
families, he added. According to pro-
gramme, the Computerized National
Identity Card (CNIC) will be considered
the health card for the permanent res-
idents of the province. The objective
of the programme is to improve the
health status of the targeted population
through increasing access to quality
health services and to reduce poverty
through the reduction of out-of-pocket
payments for health expenses.

IHC seeks report regarding case against Javed
Latif in Peshawar

ISLAMABAD (APP):The Islamabad
High Court (IHC) on Tuesday sought A
report regarding cases registered against
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz leader
Javed Latif and others in Peshawar: Jus-
tice Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri heard the
case regarding the matter. A report was
submitted by the Lahore Police regarding
termination of a similar case against the
PML-N leaders. It stated that the proce-
dure to quash the first information report

was underway. The complainant had
stated that he did not want to further pur-
sue the case. After this, the court sought
a report regarding the case registered in
Peshawar against Javed Latif and others.
The case was then adjourned till second
week of November. It may be mentioned
that the previous government in Punjab
had registered the said cases with re-
gard to telecasting of press conference of
Javed Latif on PTV.

HRCP calls for empowerment of marginalised
groups in political, electoral arenas

ISLAMABAD (APP):A national confer-
ence organized by the Human Rights
Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) in
partnership with the Friedrich Naumann
Foundation for Freedom on Tuesday-Pa-
kistan (FNF) called for extensive reforms
to improve the political and electoral
participation of marginalized groups,
including women, persons with disabil-
ities, transgender persons, and religious
minorities. In his welcome address,
HRCP secretary-general Harris Khalique
emphasized that all marginalized groups
must be brought into the political main-
stream to move towards empowerment.
He also underscored the necessity of a
level playing field for voters as well as
candidates. Birgit Lamm, head of FNF’s
Pakistan office, introduced the confer-
ence by highlighting the importance of
free and fair elections to underpin the
legitimacy of governments. In the first
session, transgender rights activist Dr.
Mehrub Moiz Awan said that electoral
participation for marginalized groups
must be grounded in genuine solidarity
rather than in the politics of sympathy.
Former speaker of the Balochistan As-
sembly, Rahila Durrani, recommended
special political academies to empower
women to contest general elections and
encourage political engagement. In the
second session, former HRCP chairper-
son Afrasiab Khattak shed light on the
duality in Pakistan’s constitutional and le-
gal frameworks regarding marginalized
groups, whereby the principle of equality
is contradicted by laws that undermine
it. Researcher Dr. Naazir Mahmood ex-
panded on the role of educational curric-
ula in peddling skewed perspectives of

Pakistan’s political history, thus steadily
depoliticizing the electorate. Discrim-
inatory laws must also be revoked, and
constitutional guarantees must be insti-
tuted for marginalized groups to be ad-
equately represented in parliament. The
panelists agreed that linking the right to
vote with the possession of national iden-
tification cards effectively disenfranchis-
es marginalized groups by shifting the
burden of responsibility from the state
to citizens. Peshawar High Court law-
yer Sangeen Khan recommended pro-
gressively increasing the minimum 10
percent stipulation of women'’s votes in
a constituency’s total polled votes, com-
pelling political parties to increase wom-
en’s representation in their own ranks to
secure more votes. Checks and balances
must also be imposed to ensure the 5
percent quota for female legislators is not
misused. In the final session, the panel-
ists discussed the impact of elite capture
on marginalized citizens. Academic Dr.
Asim Bashir Khan pointed to the indi-
rect gerrymandering of constituencies
through overinflated population figures,
effectively  discounting constituents’
interests. Ewajee Alliance chair Sana
Durrani and former finance minister Ai-
sha Ghous Pasha also recommended ex-
tensive political reforms and a new social
contract that safeguards citizens’ rights.
In his concluding address, HRCP Coun-
cil member Farhatullah Babar criticized
the depoliticization of the electorate,
stating that the demonization of politics
had effectively diminished the political
will to engender change. Reforms must
be brought about by politically engaged
young activists, he said.

Pakistan’s electoral roll swells to 127 Million, ECP
releases latest figures

ISLAMABAD (APP):The Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) unveiled vot-
er data spanning from 2018 to 2023 on
Tuesday, indicating a notable rise in the
total count of registered voters across
the nation, growing from approximate-
ly 105.95 million (105,955,409) in 2018
to nearly 127 million (126,980,272) as of
July this year. The count of male voters
has exceeded 68.50 million (68,508,258),
while female voters will reach 58.47
million (58,472,014) in 2023. When con-
sidering the voter statistics in the coun-
try’s major urban areas, Islamabad has
seen a rise from 765,447 in 2018 to over
1.04 million (1,041,554) this year, as
per the data provided by the electoral
commission. This year; the total count
of voters in Punjab has reached 72.3
million (72,310,582), a notable increase
from 60.6 million (60,672,771) in 2018.

In Sindh, the number has risen from
22.3 million (22,391,244) in 2018 to
26.6 million (26,651,161) in 2023. Back
in 2018, the count of voters in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and the former Federally
Administered Tribal Area (FATA) stood
at 10.53 million (15,314,659) and 2.5
million (2,512,284), respectively. These
numbers have now surged to 20.169
million (21,692,381) in 2023. In Baloch-
istan, the voter count has grown to 5.28
million (5,284,594) in 2023, compared
to 429 million (4,299,494) voters in
2018. In the country, there are 57 mil-
lion voters aged 18 to 35, 27.79 million
voters aged 36 to 45, and 18.12 million
voters aged 46 to 55. There are 11.8 mil-
lion voters between the ages of 56 and
65, and there are 12 million voters aged
above 66 in the country.
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Anti-Tobacco Act to be implemented in Hyderabad on

HYDERABAD (APP):Divisional Com-
missioner Khalid Hyder Shah has said
that the Tobacco Act would be strict-
ly implemented in Hyderabad on a
priority basis so that the young gen-
eration could be protected from this
menace. He expressed these views
while talking to the media after de-
claring Shahbaz Building Hyderabad
as a non-smoking zone. Later, Addi-
tional Deputy Commissioner Qaim
Akber Numai presided over a meeting
under the Tobacco Free City project

Oil tanker carrying
50,000 liters of fuel
overturns near Shorkot

ISLAMABAD (APP):An oil tanker car-
rying 50,000 spirit fuel commuting on
Shorkot Cantonment Junction Railway
Station overturned on early Wednes-
day morning. According to details, res-
cue officials said the vehicle carrying
50,000 liters of oil overturned owing to
high speed and brakes’ failure, a private
news channel reported. Following the
incident, the district and motorway po-
lice cordoned off the affected area and
called for machinery, fire brigade, and
rescue teams to undertake the rescue
operation as reportedly the fuel spread
in the area after the

accident.

14 arrested in operation
in interior Sindh

KARACHI (APP):The Pakistan Rang-
ers Sindh and Police in a joint intelli-
gence-based operation in the village
Ogahi, Kandhkot, arrested 14 alleged
robbers including one in injured con-
dition. According to a spokesman for
Rangers on Tuesday, an exchange of fir-
ing between law enforcement agencies
and arrested accused took place during
the operation. As a result, one of the
accused was injured. The arrested rob-
bers belong to the Manzoor alias Gala
Ogahi gang. Snatched goods, arms, and
ammunition were recovered from their
possession. Further investigation was
underway.

FESCO issues shutdown
program

FAISALABAD (APP):Faisalabad Electric
Supply Company (FESCO) has issued
shutdown program for Wednesday due
to necessary repair, maintenance and
expansion of electricity lines. According
to the program issued by the company,
power supply from Dawar, Sakhi Abdul
‘Wahhab, Shah Burhan, Igbal Rice Mills,
Jani Shah, Jhok Millian, Jhang Road,
‘WASA Tube Well, Faisalabad Road, Bad-
shahi Masjid, Beeranwala and Lahore
Road feeders linked with 132-KV Chiniot
grid station, Millat Road, Sargodha Road,
Ghausia Abad, Dawood, Sandal, Univer-
sity Town, Noor Pur, FDA City, Crescent
Board, Dry Port, Abu Bakar Block and
Muslim Town feeders attached with 132-
KV Chiniot Road grid station will remain
suspended from 7 am. to 1 p.m. while
Gojra Road (Naradada) feeder connected
with 132-KV Sammundri grid station will
observe shutdown from 8 am. to 1 p.m.
on Wednesday (September 20). Similarly,
electricity supply from Gulshan Colony
and Jalal Street feeders originating from
132-KV Allied grid station, new Jinnah
Colony and Gubind Pura feeders linked
with 132-KV University grid station will
remain suspended from 7 am. to 10 am.
whereas Allied, Sahil, Model Town, Sere-
na, State Life, Akbar Abad, Eidgah Road
and Cres Tex feeders attached with 132-
KV University grid station will observe
load shedding from 8 am. to 2 p.m. on
December 20. Meanwhile, power supply
from Wapda City feeder connected with
132-KV Khurarianwala grid station will
also remain suspended from 9 am. to 1
p-m. on Wednesday (December 20, 2023).

Matters regarding
restructuring of PIA discussed

ISLAMABAD (APP):Caretaker Minister
for Privatisation Fawad Hasan Fawad on
Tuesday chaired a meeting with different
stakeholders regarding restructuring of
Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) lead-
ing to a privatisation process. Advisor to
PM on Aviation along with key members
of his team, senior management and legal
and financial consultants of PIA were also
present, said a press release. Clear time-
lines regarding the process were agreed
with a view to meet the target set by the
Prime Minister and the Cabinet, it added.

priority basis:

of the National Health Ministry Is-
lamabad. On this occasion, Manager
Muhammad Aftab Ahmed apprising
the meeting about the adverse effects
of smoking said that in Pakistan ev-
ery year over 1,60000 people die due
to smoking, and around 1200 chil-
dren aged between 5 to 15 were also
addicted to tobacco which was alarm-
ing. He urged the Government of Pa-
kistan to take concerted steps for the
elimination of the menace of smoking
but should help smokers quit smok-

ing as well. Additional Deputy Com-
missioner Hyderabad Qaiim Akber
Numai while appreciating the step of
the National Health Ministry assured
that the District Administration would
play a pivotal role in making Hyder-
abad non- smoking city by eliminating
tobacco practices. The meeting was
attended among others by Assistant
Commissioners, Union representative
Faheem Akhter, Project Coordinator
Zeshan Danish and Heads of all dis-
trict departments and representatives.

Commissioner visits city areas to review
RWMC cleanliness drive

RAWALPINDI (APP):Commissioner
Rawalpindi Division Liagat Ali Cha-
tha on Tuesday visited different areas
of the city to review the cleanliness
campaign carried out by Rawalpindi
Waste Management Company(RW-
MC). He visited Liagat Bagh, College
Road, Jamaiya Masjid Road, Raja Ba-
zar, Kohati Bazar, Bani, Waris Khan,
Committee Chowk and Igbal Road.
On the occasion, Liagqat said that
local people would be included in
the committees consisting of Union
Council secretaries, social workers,
and RWMC employees. This initiative
will help in improving the overall per-

formance of RWMC while the coop-
eration of the citizens will help in en-
suring the cleanliness of the city. He
said that cleanliness was necessary to
eliminate smog and dengue. Chatta
directed the relevant officials to en-
sure the drainage of stagnant rainwa-
ter as accumulated water was a lead-
ing cause of dengue larvae breeding.
He said that an effective sanitation
plan must be implemented to elim-
inate dengue and smog. Chairman
RWMC Saqgib Rafique, CEO Sajid
Safdar, Senior Manager Operations
Dr Hamid Igbal, and other staff were
also present.

Shah commends Austrian Climber for raising
US$ 170,000 in funds for Pakistani porter children

ISLAMABAD (APP):Minister of State
on Tourism Wasi Shah on Tuesday
commended the efforts of Austrian
Climber Wilhelm Steindl for raising
US$ 170,000 in funds for the chil-
dren of Pakistani porter Muhammad
Hassan who lost his life during the
K2 expedition. Wasi Shah, along with
Ambassador of Azerbaijan, Khazar
Farhadov, Ambassador’s Spouse Ta-
rana Farhadova and Dr. Hannes MA-
CHOR, Minister Plenipotentiary/DHM
officiating as the Chargé d’Affaires
and Managing Director PTDC Aftab
ur Rehman Rana in a ceremony held to
recognize the efforts of Steindl for the
family of the late porter Muhammad
Hassan, said a press release. Hassan
tragically lost his life during an expedi-
tion on K2. After his death, one of the
mountaineers Wilhelm Steindl ended
his summit midway and returned to
his home country where he started
a campaign with the name “Give me
Fund for them” to financially help Has-
san’s family and collected US$170,000
to support them. Shah expressed his
admiration for Steindl’s selfless com-
mitment and said, “What truly amazed
and inspired me was Steindl’s selfless
dedication to Hassan and his family,
despite not being Pakistani. He took
concrete steps to establish a Give Me
Fund for them. At a time when many
are consumed by self-interest, individ-
uals like Steindl have reaffirmed my

faith in humanity.” However, despite
these efforts, my heart remains heavy
as my organization couldn’t do every-
thing that should have been done for
Muhammad Hassan and his family,
he said. He said there was no formal
arrangement for porters however after
he assumed charge of the Ministry of
Tourism, PTDC made significant prog-
ress in establishing a mountain train-
ing center in collaboration with Gilg-
it-Baltistan University, with Mr. Steindl
‘s full support. Shah said, previously,
there was no provision for insurance
of porters in case of accidents, leaving
families like Muhammad Hassan’s
without any financial support however
after extensive meetings with stake-
holders in Islamabad and Skardu, the
government agreed on a minimum
insurance coverage of Rs 3 million
for porters, but he is still working to-
wards increasing it to Rs 5 million. He
appreciated Steindl, on behalf of every
Pakistani, and said “Your actions ex-
emplify the best of what humans can
achieve when they come together for a
common cause”. In response, Steindl
shared his commitment to continue
supporting the family of the late porter
Muhammad Hassan and announced
his plans to establish a school for por-
ters in the near future. He expressed
his gratitude to the minister for the
warm welcome extended to him in
Pakistan.

Commissioner urges Swift Feasibility Report for
Agriculture Projects in Mirpurkhas

MIRPURKHAS (APP):Commission-
er Mirpurkhas Faisal Ahmed Uqaili
on Tuesday emphasized the urgency
of preparing a feasibility report for
agricultural projects in Mirpurkhas
Division. According to the DC office,
during a meeting held at the commis-
sioner committee hall, officials from
the Sindh government and the Mirpur-
khas district administration convened
to explore diverse agricultural initia-
tives. These projects aim to harness
the region’s agricultural potential,
providing a significant boost to local
farmers while simultaneously gener-
ating employment opportunities and
facilitating the expansion of agricul-
tural product exports. Several projects
were discussed, including setting up a
mango pulping unit to preserve man-
go varieties, cultivating cotton with sa-
line water, processing camel milk for
employment, promoting cluster bean
and date palm production, activating

the canola market, and operational-
izing the chili plant in Kunri. Deputy
Commissioner Mirpurkhas Dr. Rash-
eed Masood, Deputy Commissioner
Tharparkar Abdul Halim Jagirani,
Additional Commissioner Umerkot
Sohail Ahmed Soomro, Director Gen-
eral Pakistan Research Council Zakir
Hussain Dahri, Deputy Directors from
Livestock and Forest Departments,
and Deputy Director of Agriculture
Research Wali Muhammad Baloch,
among other concerned officers, at-
tended the meeting. Commissioner
Faisal Ahmed Ugqaili directed the Dep-
uty Commissioners, Agriculture De-
partment, and Forest Department offi-
cers from all districts to submit details
of agricultural and forest lands within
two days. This information will facili-
tate the swift preparation of a compre-
hensive report, paving the way for the
prompt commencement of agricultur-
al projects across the division.

KU announces MBBS results

KARACHI (APP):Controller of Exam-
ination of the University of Karachi Dr
Syed Shahid Zaheer Zaidi on Tuesday
announced the results of MBBS Final
Professional (Modular) Supplementa-
ry Examination 2022 and MBBS Final
Professional Supplementary Examina-
tion 2022. As per the gazette issued,
16 candidates were registered and ap-
peared in the MBBS Final Profession-

al Supplementary Examination 2022
of which 10 students were declared
passed. The overall pass percentage
was 62.50 percent. Meanwhile, the ga-
zette shows that 10 students were regis-
tered and appeared in the MBBS Final
Professional (Modular) Supplementa-
ry Examination 2022 and all of them
cleared their papers. The overall pass
percentage was 100 percent.
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LDAs Metropolitan Planning Wing stops issuing NOCs to new housing societies

LAHORE (APP): Metropolitan Plan-
ning Wing of Lahore Development
Authority (LDA) has stopped issuing
NOCs to new housing societies in its
jurisdiction. The decision was taken
after the Election Commission of Paki-
stan (ECP) raised the issue of massive
land use in different districts of Punjab
and wrote a letter in this regard. Na-
deem Akhtar Zaidi, Chief Metropolitan
Planner (CMP) told the scribe that at
present the wing was not issuing any
new NOC. He said this was being done
on the instructions of Housing depart-
ment, which forwarded a letter of ECP.
The ECP issued a letter in mid August
2023 imposing a ban on the issuance
of No-Objection Certificates (NOCs)
for new housing societies and made

its approval mandatory in cases of ur-
gency. The ECP’s letter stated that the
caretaker government has a mandate
only to manage routine operational
emergencies and should not make sig-
nificant policy decisions. The ECP’s
letter stated that the ECP has noticed
that the cases of changes in land usage
was initiated by the provincial govern-
ment across various districts and the
issuance of NOCs by deputy commis-
sioners to multiple housing societies
has begun to compromise vital green
spaces and productive agricultural
land. This trend could potentially lead
to disorderly and unplanned residen-
tial expansion, accompanied by pos-
sible corruption concerns in specific
regions, the ECP’s letter said, adding

CM explores bilateral collaboration with Ningxia
officials during China visit

LAHORE (APP): Punjab Caretaker
Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi paid a
visit to the Communist Party Secre-
tary Office in Yinchuan, the capital of
China’s Ningxia province. Nangxia
Communist Party Secretary Liang Yan-
shun extended a warm welcome to CM
Mohsin Naqvi and the accompanying
delegation, said a handout issued here.
During their official meeting, the CM
and Nangxia Communist Party Sec-
retary Liang Yanshun discussed the
development of Ningxia and the im-
plementation of a streamlined one-win-
dow operation. They mutually agreed
to leverage China’s expertise in meat
production, dairy development, Infor-
mation Technology, and drip irrigation
systems. Furthermore, It was decided
in principle to declare Sahiwal and Ba-
hawalpur as sister cities of Wuzheng
and Zhang Wei in Nangxia. Mohsin
Naqvi extended a written invitation to
Secretary Nangxia Communist Party,
Liang Yanshun, to visit Punjab, which
was graciously accepted. Additionally,
both parties concurred on the revival of
the 17-year-old sister province agree-
ment between Nangxia and Punjab.
The CM emphasized the unbreakable

bond of friendship between Pakistan
and China and expressed admiration
for the industrial and agricultural de-
velopment model in Ningxia. In re-
sponse, Nangxia Communist Party
Secretary Liang Yanshun commended
Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi’s efforts,
assuring unwavering cooperation for
the progress and prosperity of Punjab
and its people. Subsequently, Nangx-
ia Communist Party Secretary Liang
Yanshun bid farewell to Chief Minister
Mohsin Naqvi and the delegation. Also
present on the occasion were Li Dong-
sheng, Secretary General of the Stand-
ing Committee of Nangxia Communist
Party, Wang Zhujun, Mayor of Wuzhen,
Mahong Hai, Mayor of Zongyi, Yang
Jinhui, Head of Nangxia Industry and
Information Technology, Ping Zhuhei,
Director General of the Environment
and Ecology Department, Wang Jian,
Director General of Agriculture and
Agricultural Affairs, Fan Hua Fung,
Head of the Foreign Affairs Office. The
delegation included Provincial minis-
ters SM Tanveer, Amir Mir, Ibrahim
Hassan Murad, Azfar Nasir, Chief Sec-
retary Zahid Zaman Akhtar; and Secre-
tary of Finance Mujahid Sherdil.

Day-long workshop “Integrated Energy Planning
for Sustainable Development” on Wednesday

ISLAMABA (APP): The Energy Wing of
the Ministry of Planning, Development
and Special Initiatives is all set to hold a
day-long workshop on Wednesday, ignit-
ing the path to sustainable development
The workshop titled “Integrated Energy
Planning for Sustainable Development”
would bring together the key stakehold-
ers in the energy sector for an in-person
LEAP training programme. The Energy
Planning and Resource Centre, operat-
ing under Integrated Energy Planning
(EP), is pioneering Pakistan’s first Low
Emission Analysis Platform (LEAP)
energy model through a collaborative,
inclusive approach. The LEAP Working
Group gathered policy questions from
relevant energy sector stakeholders, set-
ting the stage for comprehensive plan-
ning. The workshop participants would

be discussing “Estimation of Integrated
Energy Demand; Power Sector Energy
Mix to Meet Future Demand and Fuel
Sector Planning to Address Future De-
mand.” The Energy Planning and Re-
source Centre (EPRC) Modelling Team
would unveil insights gained from the
model’s technical methodology. During
the workshop, panel discussions would
delve deep into the thematic areas, guid-
ed by the presentations, shaping the path
forward for the EPRC Modelling Team.
In the opening session of the daylong
workshop, Deputy Chairman Planning
Commission Mohammad Jehanzeb
Khan will be the chief guest. The closing
session would be chaired by Caretaker
Minister for Planning Muhammad Sami
Saeed, and Planning Secretary Zafar Ali
Shah.

Not everything on social media is true:Wasim Akram

ISLAMABAD (APP): Former Pakistani
skipper Wasim Akram has asked people
not to believe everything on social media
is true, saying fake news gives rise to ha-
tred and ignites unnecessary controver-
sies. The Sultan of Swing made a post
on Tuesday, asking people not to believe
what he described as fake news circulat-
ing on social media. In a post made on
X (formerly Twitter), Akram said people
need to stop believing everything on so-
cial media and how fake news gives rise
to hatred. “People need to stop thinking
everything on social media is true. The
bad is always easier to believe than the
good,” he wrote as quoted by wisden.
com. “Fake news, in our part of the world,
ignites unnecessary controversies, sparks

hate and toughens the rift between us
something that both countries do not
need any more of. Enough is enough!”
he said. Meanwhile, a quote attributed to
Akram has been doing the rounds lately,
where he has supposedly questioned the
performance of Sri Lanka team in the
2023 Asia Cup final, indicating that there
might have been some behind-the-scenes
‘arrangement’ that might have happened
between India and Sri Lanka to make
sure that India wins. While Akram has
not mentioned this, it might likely be
possible that his post is in reference to
this viral quote. However, Pakistan was
scheduled to start their World Cup cam-
paign in Hyderabad, India against the
Netherlands on October 6.

SFA suspends kitchen operation of private hospital
on serious violation of rules

KARACHI (APP): Sindh Food Authority
(SFA), on Tuesday, suspended Kkitchen
operation of a leading private hospi-
tal in Karachi on serious violations of
rules while a fine of Rs 200,000 was also
imposed. A SFA team, on the special
instructions of Director General SFA
Agha Fakhar Hussain, visited Patel Hos-
pital Gulshan Igbal Karachi, said a press
statement issued here. It said during
the inspection of canteen of the hospi-
tal, the team not only observed pathetic
hygiene conditions in the canteen but

they also found around 40 kilogram of
expired meat stored in the canteen. SFA
team, temporarily suspended the Kitch-
en operation of the hospital and discard-
ed the expired meat while a fine of Rs
20,0000 was also imposed. DG Sindh
Food Authority directed all the kitchen
or canteen owners of public and private
hospitals across Sindh to maintain the
quality of their respective kitchens and
canteens in accordance with principles
of health and hygiene and strictly com-
ply with the rules of food authority.

the responsibility of devising an appro-
priate policy to tackle this challenge
falls squarely on the shoulders of the
elected government. Consequently,
an immediate cessation of new NOC
issuance is urged, with a directive to
communicate this decision to all dep-
uty commissioners,the letter said and
maintained that in instances where
the caretaker government identifies
pressing matters in this context or any
other, they were expected to present a
well-justified case for review and ap-
proval by the commission before any
action was taken. “Upholding the com-
mission’s legal mandate and guidelines
is a fundamental expectation from the
caretaker government as they fulfill
their duties,” the letter concluded.

[ranian envoy calls on
George Khalil

ISLAMABAD (APP): Ambassador of
Iran to Pakistan Dr. Reza Amiri Mogh-
addam called on Caretaker Minister
for Human Rights George Khalil here
on Tuesday. During the meeting, both
sides discussed in detail diverse areas of
cooperation in the field of human rights
between the two brotherly countries.
Pakistan and Iran share long-standing
and time-tested close fraternal relations,
said the Minister underlining the need
to expand cooperation between the two
neighboring countries.

AC conducts price checks,
inspects dengue SOPs

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a crackdown
on violators, Assistant Commissioner
(AC) Secretariat Aneel Saeed Tues-
day conducted price checks, inspected
dengue SOPs, arrested beggars, sealed
faulty petrol pumps, and removed en-
croachments in different areas. The as-
sistant commissioner on the directions
of Deputy Commissioner Islamabad
Irfan Nawaz Memon, visited different
areas of the Secretariat Subdivision and
conducted price checks in various shops
and markets. The violators were fined
and warned as per the law. The AC with
the dengue monitoring teams ensured
adherence of dengue SOPs at various
sites i.e. marble factories, workshops,
tyre shops, nurseries, dump-sites etc.
and inspected the doorstep households
where patients were found as per the
SOPs. Action was also taken against
begging with the help of Civil Defence
volunteers and six beggars were arrest-
ed and shifted to police stations and
Edhi centers. The AC inspected the ex-
act weight and measurement of the pet-
rol pumps, cleaning and fire extinguish-
ing equipment, and the faulty machines
were sealed. An anti-encroachment
operation was also carried out at Bhara
Kaho in coordination with the Magis-
trate, CDA, DMA and police and several
illegal fruit, vegetable stalls were re-
moved, while goods were seized. Aneel
Saeed warned the shopkeepers and
other businesses to comply with the law
and avoid any violations. He also urged
the citizens to report any violations to
the authorities. The residents appreciat-
ed such operations and demanded the
authorities to continue such operations
on a regular basis to deter violators and
maintain law and order in the city.

IESCO issues power
suspension programime

ISLAMABAD (APP): Islamabad Electric
Supply Company (IESCO) on Tuesday
issued a power suspension programme
for Wednesday for various areas of its re-
gion due to necessary maintenance and
routine development work. According
to IESCO Spokesman, the power sup-
ply of different feeders and grid stations
would remain suspended for the period
from 08:00 AM to 01:00 PM, Islamabad
Circle, COMSAT, Chhata Bakhtawar;
Park Enclave, Lahtrar Road, Tramiree,
IS, Rahara, PHA, Kurry Road, CM Pak
Zong, Isolation Hospital, Waheed Abad
Feeders, from 07:00 AM to 12:00 noon,
Islamabad Circle, F-17/1, F-17/2, Nogzi
Feeders, Rawalpindi Cantt Circle, Is-
lamabad Feed Mill, Jhata Hatial, Basali,
Pind Jatla, Lab. I & II, Industrial, Reli-
ance Weaving Mill, Bhal, Jarrar Comp,
Kohala, Morat feeders, Rawalpindi City
Circle, Azizabad, People’s Colony, NRC
Feeders, Attock Circle, Kamra Rural,
Mansar, Gondal, Haji Shah, Hameed,
Nawababad, Qutbal, Murt, Fateh Jang
Rural Feeder, Chakwal Circle, Basharat
Feeder, Jhelum Circle.
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Provincial Selection Board-IIl meeting to be
called soon

LAHORE (APP): Additional Chief
Secretary Punjab and Secretary
Services assured Provincial Man-
agement Service (PMS) Associa-
tion President Naveed Shahzad that
the meeting of Provincial Selection
Board-II (PSB) will be called soon.
According to the PMS spokesper-
son, Naveed Shahzad held a meet-
ing with the ACS and Secretary Ser-

vices and requested them to call the
PSB-II meeting at the earliest. He
said a large number of seats were ly-
ing vacant across the province. The
Secretary Services assured Naveed
Shahzad that details of vacant posts
would be sent to the admin wing of
the S&GAD within few days. More-
over the PSB-II meeting would be
held in this month, he added.

Excise staff to facilitate vehicle registration, transfer,
and token tax at Rose,Jasmine Garden today

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a bid to
bring convenience to the public, the
Islamabad Excise and Taxation De-
partment will be present in the park-
ing lot of Rose and Jasmine Garden
today from 3 to 5 p.m. to facilitate
vehicle registration, transfer, and
token tax. The move comes on the
instructions of Deputy Commission-
er Islamabad Irfan Nawaz Memon,
who is keen to make the process of
vehicle registration and transfer as
smooth and hassle-free as possible
for citizens. In addition to the excise
staff, the Facilitation Center Door-

step ICT Vehicle will also be present
at the venue, offering a range of oth-
er services such as domicile certifi-
cates, birth certificates, power of at-
torney, international driving permits,
and fuel permits. This initiative is a
welcome step by the Islamabad Ex-
cise and Taxation Department, and it
is expected to benefit a large number
of people. The citizens of Islamabad
are urged to take advantage of this
opportunity and avail the services
offered by the excise staff and the
Facilitation Center Doorstep ICT ve-
hicle today.

DG Liu Jinsong meets Gwadar based delegation
in Beljing

KARACHI (APP): Director-General
of the Department of Asian Affairs
of the Foreign Ministry of China,
Liu Jinsong met with a visiting
delegation from Pakistan’s Gwa-
dar region, headed by Vice Chan-
cellor of the University of Gwadar
Dr. Abdul Razzaq Sabir. Liu wel-
comed Sabir and the delegation to
China and engaged in discussions
and interactions with each mem-
ber of the delegation. According
to the communique issued here
on Tuesday by the Chinese Con-
sulate, Liu emphasized that over
the past decade since the launch
of the China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC), with the joint ef-
forts of both China and Pakistan,
significant infrastructure projects
in Gwadar, including ports, air-
ports, roads, bridges, hospitals,
and desalination plant have been
completed and put into operation,
bringing tangible benefits to the
local people. Liu pointed out that
China attaches great importance to
the well-being and economic devel-
opment of Balochistan and Gwadar
region in Pakistan and continues
to invest, demonstrating that Chi-
na’s friendly policy towards Paki-
stan is oriented towards all ethnic
groups in Pakistan, that the CPEC
projects have benefited all regions,
tribes and social strata of the coun-
try, and that the China-Pakistan
Friendship and Cooperation have
a very strong inclusiveness and
universally beneficial nature. The
construction of the CPEC benefits
every region in Pakistan, and there
will be no exceptions. All projects
undertaken by China in various
parts of Pakistan, including Gwa-
dar Port, are based on the princi-
ples of extensive consultation, joint
construction, and shared benefits,
respecting Pakistan’s sovereignty
and the wishes of the local peo-
ple, and ultimately benefiting the
grassroots population. China re-
quests Chinese nationals in Paki-
stan to abide by local laws, respect
local customs, traditions, religions
and cultures, uphold justice while
pursuing shared interests, cre-
ate more job opportunities local-
ly, and engage in more grassroots
and charitable activities. China
will continue to enhance commu-
nication and cooperation with the
Balochistan government, public in-
stitutions, think tanks, universities,
media, and grassroots communi-
ties, promoting comprehensive co-
operation in connectivity, trade and
investment, people’s livelihood,
and education, to make more local
people feel the benefits and hap-
piness brought by the high-qual-
ity development of the CPEC. Liu
pointed out that China-Pakistan
cooperation needs to balance secu-
rity and development, with security
being a prerequisite and guarantee
for development. Counter-terror-
ism efforts must address both the
symptoms and root causes, and
genuine long-term stability can
only be achieved by reducing pov-

erty and unemployment, and by
eliminating external interference
and disruption, he stressed. He ex-
pressed the hope that the Pakistani
side would attach greater impor-
tance to the security of CPEC proj-
ects, the band build consensus, and
resources for development. China
is willing to work with Pakistan
to eradicate the breeding grounds
for terrorism. Liu stated that there
is a famous saying on the Pakistan
Monument at the top of Shakarpar-
ian Park: “The destiny of a nation
is in the hands of every individu-
al, and every individual is a guid-
ing star for their nation.” The key
to Pakistan’s development lies in
self-confidence, self-improvement,
and self-reliance. Concepts such as
“To get rich, first build ports and
roads,” “Establish pilot projects
and special economic zones,” and
“No stability without agriculture,
no prosperity without industry, no
vitality without commerce, and no
upgrading without finance” are
all mature experiences from Chi-
na’s reform and opening up that
Pakistan can refer to and learn
from. China sincerely hopes that
Pakistan will maintain political
stability and policy continuity and
adhere to a development path that
suits its national conditions, he
said. Dr. Sabir and the delegation
highly praised China’s develop-
ment achievements and the Chi-
na-Pakistan relationship. Seeing
is believing. They expressed their
deep appreciation for witnessing
China’s people being hardworking,
humble, disciplined, brave, and
kind. They also acknowledged Chi-
na’s unparalleled modernization
achievements and admired Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s wise leadership
and the proposed neighborhood
diplomacy concept of amity, sin-
cerity, mutual benefit, and inclu-
siveness. Pakistan takes pride in
being a friend of China and sees
China’s achievements as its own.
Pakistan’s friendship with China
transcends party lines, encompass-
es the entire government, and is a
consensus across society. Pakistan
was one of the earliest countries to
respond to the Belt and Road Ini-
tiative (BRI). They said over the
past decade, the construction of
the CPEC has continued unabat-
ed, injecting strong impetus into
the development of various regions
in Pakistan, including Balochistan
province and Gwadar region. The
people of Gwadar deeply feel the
speed, effectiveness, inclusiveness
and universal benefits of corridor
cooperation and firmly believe that
people from all over Pakistan will
continue to benefit from the friend-
ly cooperation between the two
countries. They look forward to
further enhancing people-to-peo-
ple exchanges and practical coop-
eration between the two countries,
ensuring that the China-Pakistan
friendship continues to grow and
pass down from generation to gen-
eration.
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Saudi minister says Vision 2030 aligns with UN SDGs

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s Vi-
sion 2030 aligns powerfully with the UN
sustainable development goals, accord-
ing to a top government official. Speak-
ing at the SDG Summit on the sidelines
of the 78th UN General Assembly in
New York, Saudi Minister of Economy
and Planning Faisal F. Al-Ibrahim said
the national transformation program
under the leadership of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, strongly corre-
sponds with the SDGs. Highlighting the
recently launched Global Water Organi-

zation, the minister said: “It is a monu-
mental step that champions internation-
al innovation and it is a call to action for
nations worldwide to come together.”
Alibrahim said: “We have contributed
more than $87 billion in international

aid to combat poverty and Kickstart de-
velopment.” According to a report by
the UN Conference on Trade and De-
velopment, achieving the global sustain-
able development goals will necessitate
annual investments ranging from $5.4
trillion to $6.4 trillion until 2030. The
research, which assessed 50 indicators
related to the SDGs in 90 countries en-
compassing three-fourths of the global
population, underscored the substantial
financial challenges that lie ahead, par-
ticularly in emerging economies.

Windfall for shareholders as Eco World International’s dividend

PETALING JAYA (Agencies): Share-
holders of Eco World International
Bhd (EWI) can look forward to even
more dividends after the property
developer declared a second tranche
dividend of RM144 million to add to
the first tranche of RM792 million de-
clared last month, bringing the grand
total to RM936 million. That’s not all
as its president and CEO Teow Leong
Seng said today that shareholders can
look forward to “potentially more to
come in FY2024”. “This is consistent
with our intention to progressively

tops RM935mil

distribute the bulk of the proceeds
received from the monetisation of
stocks, less our reduced working cap-
ital requirements, to our shareholders
as dividends over time,” he said in a
statement accompanying the results
of its third quarter ended July 31 (Q3

FY2023). “The appreciation of the
British pound since Q4 FY2022 when
we first announced our intention to
distribute excess cash back to share-
holders has increased the ringgit val-
ue of the group’s remaining unsold
completed stocks.” In late August,
EWI declared a bumper dividend of
RM792 million, or 33 sen per share,
following the completion of its capital
reduction exercise on Aug 3. Based
on its share capital of 2.4 billion, the
second tranche of RM144 million
translates into a dividend of 6 sen per

KFAED grants $570m loan to boost GCCIAS electricity expansion project

RIYADH (Agencies): In a bid to enhance
regional connectivity, the Gulf Electric-
ity Interconnection expansion project
has secured a $570 million loan from the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic Devel-
opment, according to an official release.
The initiative is a part of the Gulf Coop-
eration Council Interconnection Author-
ity’s efforts to address energy challeng-
es faced by its member nations and Iraq.
The project aims to secure technical and
economic benefits by increasing the ca-
pacity, efficiency, and reliability of the
electrical networks in GCC countries.
Kuwait, as one of the primary benefi-
ciaries of the development, will receive

%H, L(, ik 37k
an addmonal supportmg capac1ty of
2,500 megawatts, further enhancing the
country’s electricity grid. The project is
also set to have a significant impact on
the electrical network in southern Iraq.
The region will receive an electrical ca-
pacity boost of 500 MW, which will not
only meet part of its energy demand but
also enhance the performance and sta-

bility of its electrical network. The scope
of the development encompasses the
creation of a primary linking station at
Al-Wafrah in Kuwait, with an expected
completion date set for December 2024.
Additionally, the project will involve the
construction of dual overhead transmis-
sion lines to connect the station to the
Al-Fadhili station in Saudi Arabia. It will
then extend double overhead lines back
to the Al-Zour area in Kuwait. Further-
more, cables will connect the Al-Wafrah
area to the Sabah Al-Ahmad 3 and Sa-
bah Al-Ahmad 4 stations in Kuwait, en-
suring they are plugged in to the coun-
try’s electrical network.

French Apple staff call strike ahead of iPhone 15 launch

PARIS (Agencies): Unions at Apple’s
stores in France have called for a strike
on Friday and Saturday, when the iP-
hone 15 is due to be launched, demand-
ing better pay and working conditions.
Apple unions including CGT, Unsa,
CFDT and Cidre-CFTC have asked
for a 7% wage increase to compensate
for inflation, and an end to a months-
long hiring freeze. Management did
not want to offer more than a 4.5%
hike, union officials said. Apple France

did not return a request for comment.
“Management having decided to ig-
nore our perfectly legitimate demands
and concerns, the four unions of Apple
Retail France ... call for a strike on Sept

German 1r1vestmer1t in Chma eases in Hl

BERLIN (Agenc1es) German direct
investment in China eased in the first
half of the year albeit remaining close
to its record high in 2022 and increas-
ing as a share of the country’s overall
investment abroad, according to offi-
cial data analysed by the IW institute.
Investment in China dropped to €10.31
billion (US$11.02 billion) in the first
half of 2023 from €12 billion in the first
half of last year, the IW said in an anal-
ysis shared exclusively with Reuters.

However, that was still nearly twice
as much as the €5.5 billion invested
in 2019, before the coronavirus pan-
demic hit. It was also more than twice
the €4 billion invested on average in

22 and 23,” CGT Apple Retail said in
a statement on social media platform
X, formerly Twitter, today. It added
that representatives of Apple France’s
corporate division and Apple’s Bar-
celona team in Spain also called for a
strike. The unions called for workers
to demonstrate on Friday morning at
Opera Garnier, next to Apple’s flagship
Paris store. A CGT Apple Retail union
official said the call for a strike had
been sent to Apple’s 20 French stores.

after record high

the first half of the year over the pre-
vious decade. The data underscores
concerns that German firms continue
to invest heavily in China despite the
government’s pleas for companies to
reduce their exposure and its sharp
cut in investment guarantees for the
country. Overall German direct invest-
ment flows dropped more sharply, to
€63 billion from €104 billion last year,
as Europe’s largest economy battled
recession.

Goldman raises Brent oil forecast to US$100 as Opec+ cuts

NEW YORK (Agencies): Goldman
Sachs Group Inc rejoined the US$100-
a-barrel oil club, raising its forecast for
crude back to triple digits as worldwide
demand hits unprecedented levels and
Opec+ supply curbs continue to tight-
en the market. With prices advancing
by more than 30% since mid-June to
breach US$95 a barrel on Tuesday,
the Wall Street bank nudged up its
12-month forecast for global bench-
mark Brent to US$100 a barrel from
US$93. However, most of the rally in

the vital commodity “is behind us,”
the bank said in a note. Oil has rallied
strongly in recent months, hitting a
10-month high, thanks to the signifi-
cant supply curbs from Opec+ linch-
pins Saudi Arabia and Russia. Brighter

outlooks in the two biggest economies,
the US and China, have also supported
the advance, with stockpiles declining
at a rapid clip. At present, most major
economies remained on track for a soft
landing, Goldman Sachs said. “We be-
lieve that Opec will be able to sustain
Brent in an US$80-to-US$105 range in
2024 by leveraging robust Asia-centric
global demand growth,” analysts Daan
Struyven, Callum Bruce and Yulia
Zhestkova Grigsby said in the report
dated Sept 20.

Meta plans to expand WhatsApp payment service to India

MUMBAI (Agencies): Meta Platforms
Inc is expanding its WhatsApp pay-
ment feature to India, letting users in the
country purchase goods and services
directly from local businesses via chat.
The move, which follows the launch of
the service in Brazil and Singapore, taps
a market with more than 400 million
WhatsApp users. Chief executive officer
Mark Zuckerberg announced the plan
during an event in Mumbai on Wednes-
day. “I am excited to announce that we
are bringing this service to India,” he
said in prepared remarks. “This is going
to make it even easier for people to pay
Indian businesses within a WhatsApp

chat using whatever method they pre-
fer” Meta, which acquired WhatsApp in
2014 for US$19 billion, has been trying
to generate more revenue by charging
businesses for some premium features.
The new payment service will sup-
port credit and debit cards, along with
Indian-based apps that are similar to
Venmo or Zelle. It will be free for con-

sumers to use, with businesses paying a
processing fee that’s similar to a credit
card transaction. WhatsApp is especial-
ly popular in places like India, Brazil,
Indonesia and Mexico, where it’s com-
mon for people to chat with local busi-
nesses using the service. More than 200
million companies rely on WhatsApp’s
Business App to communicate with cus-
tomers. But turning that popularity into
revenue hasn’'t been an easy path for
Meta, which also owns Facebook and
Instagram. Zuckerberg has said that the
company’s push to monetise WhatsApp
has lagged behind efforts at its other so-
cial media apps.
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PIF supporting real estate renalssance in Saudl Arabia

RIYADH (Agencies): Real estate
has been considered one of the saf-
est bets for investors globally and
thanks to the Public Investment
Fund, Saudi Arabia is now able to
offer a sizable portfolio to the world.
The opportunities are amplified by
real demand in a swiftly expanding
market that is providing some of the
best returns on investments in the
region and beyond. Figures released
by the General Authority for Statis-
tics in August showed the Kingdom’s
Real Estate Price Index edged up by
0.8 percent in the second quarter of
2023 compared to the same period
a year earlier. The report showed
that residential property prices rose
by 1.1 percent and commercial by
0.2 percent compared to last year.
Alongside the rise in house values
is an increase in rent deals. Data re-
leased in March by the Real Estate
General Authority, or Ejar, showed

residential and commercial deals in
this sector almost doubled in value
in 2022 compared to the year before,
reaching SR76 billion ($20.2 billion).
The report added that the total val-
ue of commercial rent transactions
amounted to SR40.9 billion in 2022,
while those of residential properties
reached SR35.1 billion. The King-
dom is witnessing remarkable eco-
nomic growth alongside an increase
in real estate and infrastructure proj-
ects, partly spurred on by its goal to
raise the proportion of homeowner-
ship for its citizens to 70 percent by
2030.

Germany weighs curbs on Huawei, sparking
telco backlash

BERLIN (Agencies): Germany’s in-
terior ministry is planning to force
telecoms operators to slash their use
of equipment from China’s Huawei
and ZTE, a government official said,
prompting an angry response from
operators who warned of likely dis-
ruption and legal action. The minis-
try wants to impose the changes to
5G networks after a review highlight-
ed Germany’s reliance on the two
Chinese suppliers, as Berlin reas-
sesses its relationship with a country
it dubs both a partner and a systemic

rival. The ministry has designed a
staggered approach to try to avoid
too much disruption as operators
remove all critical components from
Chinese vendors in their 5G core
networks by 2026, the official said.
The operators should also reduce
the share of Chinese components in
their RAN and transport networks
by Oct 1, 2026, to a maximum of
25%, said the official, who declined
to be named. Operators swiftly crit-
icised the proposals, while Huawei
Germany rejected what it called the
“politicisation” of cyber security in
the country. “Such an approach will
have a negative impact on the digital
transformation in Germany, inhibit
innovation and significantly increase
construction and operating costs for
network operators,” it said in a state-
ment.

Saudi Arabia’s HRDF to join international

cybersecurity organization

RIYADH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia
has increased its stakes in cybersecu-
rity protection, with the Human Re-
sources Development Fund receiving
approval to join the US-based Forum
of Incident Response and Security
Team - an institution known for its
global best practices. According to
the Saudi Press Agency, the member-
ship enables access to global cyber-
security incident response practices
and facilitates the sharing of techni-
cal information among participants.
The objective is focused on improv-
ing the efficiency of organizations in
safeguarding their systems and data.
Following meeting cyber and regula-
tory standards, members are select-
ed to join. The exchange of knowl-
edge in a security incident response
involves 656 businesses and govern-
ment organizations spanning 101
countries. HRDEF, also known as HA-
DAF, is the Kingdom’s 11th member
and aims to improve cyber maturity
by implementing measures to guar-

antee the protection and safety of in-
formation and services, according to
SPA. In May, the fund partnered with
King Saud University to launch the
career counselor training program
in cooperation with the National Ca-
reer Development Association. The
initiative strives to improve and de-
velop the national competencies in
the education and vocational sector
and contribute to the employment of
national cadres in various areas. Ad-
ditionally, it aims to promote engage-
ment within the business community
and contributes to achieving one of
Saudi Vision 2030’s goals, specifical-
ly through human capacity develop-
ment.

Japan receives 2 million visitors for 3rd straight
month in August

TOKYO (Agencies): Japan wel-
comed more than 2 million visi-
tors for a third straight month in
August, recovering to more than
80% of pre-pandemic levels for the
first time, official data showed on
Wednesday. The number of foreign
visitors for business and leisure was
2.16 million last month, data from
the Japan National Tourism Organi-
zation (JNTO) showed. Visitor arriv-
als improved to 85.6% of the levels
seen in 2019, before the Covid-19
pandemic led to travel curbs around
the world. The August numbers were
down from a post-pandemic high of
2.32 million in July, but the recovery
is continuing, aided by increases in
international flights and a weak yen,
which makes trips to Japan more

affordable than they have been in
decades. The number of travellers
from the United States, Europe, Aus-
tralia and the Middle East is already
above pre-pandemic levels, JNTO
data showed. That helps compen-
sate for visitor numbers from China
that are still far below 2019 levels.
There were 364,100 visitors from
China in August, a 16% increase
over the previous month, benefiting
from Beijing’s lifting of restrictions
on group travel to Japan. Chinese
travellers made up about 30% of all
visitors and 40% of all tourist spend-
ing in Japan in 2019. The lifting of
the ban on group travel “will be a big
tailwind for inbound visitor spend-
ing”, said Masato Koike, economist
at Sompo Institute Plus. Tourism to
Japan nearly stopped for more than
two years during the pandemic, but
arrivals have risen steadily since
the government resumed visa-free
travel for many countries in October
2022 and scrapped remaining Covid
controls in May 2023. Just over 15
million visitors have arrived in Ja-
pan in the first eight months of 2023,
JNTO data showed, still far from the
record pace of about 32 million in
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Most Spanish women footballers re]om squad after deal

BARCELONA: Most of Spain’s inter-
national footballers have agreed to
rejoin the squad, the government said
today, following a strike by the World
Cup winners over the disgraced for-
mer president of the federation forcibly
kissing a player The announcement
followed hours of negotiations over
player demands for further changes at
the Spanish football federation (RFEF)
after ex-president Luis Rubiales re-
signed. “We have arrived at a series of
agreements which will be drawn up

and signed tomorrow” between the
RFEF and the Spanish government,
Victor Francos, secretary of state for
sports, told reporters, adding that two

of the 23 called-up players did not wish
to continue with the squad. A total of
19 players from new coach Montse
Tome’s squad had been on strike over
changes they want made to the RFEF,
sparking concerns they would not play
in upcoming Nations League games.
In the hours before the deal was an-
nounced, internationals selected by
Tome gathered for training despite de-
claring themselves unavailable, some
expressing fear of facing sanctions if
they refused to play. (Agencies)

India revs up for malden MotoGP at circuit where F1 stalled

GREATER NOIDA, India: India hosts
its maiden MotoGP on Sunday as the
premier motorcycling championship
looks to tap a potentially lucrative new
fan base and succeed on a track where
Formula One stalled. Two-wheelers
are India’s most popular means of pet-
rol-powered transport with more than
half of all households owning at least
one motorbike or scooter, compared
to just eight percent with cars. Sales
figures show an increasing appetite
for high-end, high-octane motorbikes,
and organizers are banking on the

trend to fuel interest in the sport in
the world’s most populous country.
“We have more than a million bikes in
the 250cc-plus category selling every
year in India, which means more than

a million people are buying bikes for
more than just transportation,” Vai-
bhav Sinha, chief executive of Indian
MotoGP promoters Fairstreet Sports,
told AFP. “They are using it for thrills,
adventure, sports and leisure riding,”
he added. “We intend to tap this po-
tential to make biking a very big sport
in our country.” But the lead-up to the
race has seen concerns raised about
the safety of the Buddh International
Circuit, with particular fears about
walls that are too close to the asphalt.
(Agencies)

Barca,Man City and PSG start Champlons League with wins

BERLIN: Barcelona’s Joao Felix, Man-
chester City’s Julian Alvarez and Par-
is Saint Germain’s Kylian Mbappe all
scored Tuesday as their teams made
winning starts in the Champions
League. But the wildest celebrations of
the night came in Rome, where Lazio
goalkeeper Ivan Provedel headed in
the team’s equalizer in the fifth min-
ute of injury time to earn a 1-1 draw
with Atletico Madrid. It was the last
action of the game. As the group stage
began without either Lionel Messi or
Cristiano Ronaldo for the first time

since 2002- 03 a l16-year-old almost
scored on his competition debut for
Barcelona. Lamine Yamal struck the
side netting, then saw an effort saved
by Antwerp goalkeeper Jean Butez af-

ter coming on as a substitute in Barce-
lona’s 5-0 win over the Belgian team.
Celtic finished with nine players in a
2-0 loss at Feyenoord that stretched
the Scottish champion’s winless streak
in the group stages to 11 games. Man-
chester City started their title defense
by coming from behind to beat Red
Star Belgrade 3-1 at home. City had
22 shots on goal in the first half yet
found itself 1-0 down at the break after
Mirko Ivani played Ghana winger Os-
man Bukari through to score in first-
half injury time. (Agencies)

Wolff says F1 risks dlsarray if Massa succeeds in title bid

LONDON: Formula One risks disar-
ray in the unlikely event of Felipe Mas-
sa winning a threatened legal claim
for the 2008 world championship, ac-
cording to Mercedes team boss Toto
Wolff. Former Ferrari driver Massa,
now 42, has alleged he was denied
the title by a “conspiracy” because
the sport’s leaders knew the 2008 Sin-
gapore Grand Prix was manipulated
but took no action until a year later.
The Brazilian lost that title by a point
to Britain’s Lewis Hamilton, then at
McLaren and now at Mercedes and a
seven-time world champion. “I don’t

think he has a case, to be honest,”
Wolff told reporters at the latest edi-
tion of the Singapore Grand Prix last
weekend. “We are signing up to sport-
ing regulations that are very clear and
you commiit (to) as a licence holder. If

everybody were to open up situations
then the sport would be in disarray
and especially when you look at the
full championships. “There’s so many
things that have an influence wheth-
er you win or lose that I don’t see the
case to be honest. “For me this is like
watching a telenovela or soap opera
playing out in front of me,” added the
Austrian. The www.motorsport.com
website quoted Massa saying Wolff’s
comments showed “we are on the
right path and that people in F1 are
realising the seriousness and impor-
tance of our case. (Agencies)

UAE-based free dlvers target more underwater records

DUBAI: After years in the shadow
of scuba, the sport of free diving has
been increasingly moving from the
marginal to the mainstream. Also
known by its scientific name “apnea,”
free diving has always had a fervent
following, with its practitioners often
obsessively chasing marginal gains in
performance. Providing a simultane-
ous physiological and psychological
challenge like few other sports, free
diving is pushing the limits of human
endurance. Just last year, French free
diver Arnaud Jerald broke the world
record for the deepest dive with bi-
fins as he descended to a depth of

120 meters in 3 minutes, 34 seconds.
Helped by hit Netflix shows like “The
Deepest Breath” and “Hold Your
Breath: The Ice Dive,” free diving’s
popularity is firmly on the rise and
the organization Freediving UAE ex-
emplifies this. It began life in 2009

as a small group of passionate prac-
titioners but has grown into a thriv-
ing community of divers — many of
whom now test their limits in com-
petitions. In July, one such event, the
Apnea Pirates AIDA Cup, was hosted
in Dubai. Organized under the aus-
pices of the International Association
for the Development of Apnea, it was
a first taste of competitive free diving
for some and was notable for a num-
ber of new national records being set.
Palestinian Firas Fayyad and Iraqi
Aws Lafta were among those to claim
new benchmarks for their respective
nations. (Agencies)

2023 Saudi Games: Countdown to Kingdom’s largest sporting event starts

RIYADH: The countdown to Saudi
Arabia’s largest sporting event has
started, with more than 6,000 athletes
expected to participate in 53 events
when the 2023 Saudi Games begins
from Nov. 26 until Dec. 10. Building
on the resounding success of last
year’s inaugural edition, the orga-
nizing committee of the 2023 Saudi
Games is confident that it will provide
another spectacular showcase of na-
tional sportsmanship and athletic ex-

cellence, a statement said. Six events
are exclusively dedicated to the
Paralympics, while four will be show-
cased as demonstration sports. There

will be 12 sports featured in the Saudi
Youth Games. As well as competing
for a podium finish, athletes will vie
for substantial monetary prizes to-
taling over SR200 million ($53.3 mil-
lion). Gold medalists will receive SR1
million, silver medalists SR300,000,
and bronze medalists SR100,000. In
the youth category, gold medalists
will receive SR100,000, silver medal-
ists SR50,000 and bronze medalists
SR25,000. (Agencies)

‘Pocket Rocketman’ Azizulhasni out of Asian Games

KUALA LUMPUR: National track
cycling ace Azizulhasni Awang has
been forced to pull out of the 2022
Hangzhou Asian Games after injuring
himself while training last Friday. The
Olympic silver medallist announced
his withdrawal from the Sept 23-Oct
8 Hangzhou Asian Games today after
discussions with his coach John Bea-
sley and teammates, according to a
Bernama report. “I want to apologise
to our contingent and all Malaysians.

The focus now is to recover as soon as
possible,” he told a press conference
at the National Sports Council (NSC).
“... there are many variables that I will

have to consider, the main one is that
it may worsen my condition and pro-
long my recovery process. “Let’s focus
on the 2024 Paris Olympics, which is
just 322 days away,” said Azizulhasni,
who is nicknamed The Pocket Rock-
etman. The 35-year-old bagged three
medals at the 2018 Asian Games in
Jakarta-Palembang, where he won a
gold medal in the sprint event, a silver
medal in the team sprint event, and a
bronze medal in the Kkeirin event.

Sports

Asian Games host Hangzhou - replica Eiffel
Tower and robot dogs

HANGZHOU: China’s eastern city of
Hangzhou is set to host the largest
Asian Games ever with nearly 12,000
athletes in action. Ahead of Saturday’s
opening ceremony, here’s what you
need to know about Hangzhou and
the Games venues: An ancient, scenic
city at the southern end of the centu-
ries-old Grand Canal, Hangzhou has
in recent years become known as the
birth place of Jack Ma’s Alibaba and
its hugely popular shopping app Tao-
bao. Numerous tech start-ups have set
up shop in the city of 12 million peo-
ple, drawing comparisons to Silicon
Valley. The Games will showcase some
of China’s latest tech, including robot
dogs, facial recognition and driverless
buses. An Al-powered digital assistant
named Xiaomo, in the shape of an “el
egant girl,” will provide sign-language
interpretation. Hangzhou is 160 kilo-

meters (100 miles) — or an hour on
a bullet train — from Shanghai. The
Games will take place at more than 50
venues, most of them in Hangzhou but
a few in other cities. The centerpiece is
a massive flower-shaped stadium ca-
pable of hosting 60,000 spectators and
will stage the opening and closing cer-
emonies. Inspired by the lotuses that
bloom on the city’s famed West Lake
each summer, the Hangzhou Olympic
Sports Center was completed in 2018
and been used mainly as a football sta-
dium since. (Agencies)

Striking Spain players arrive at training camp as
dispute continues

BARCELONA: Spanish internationals
selected by new coach Montse Tome
gathered Tuesday at the women’s na-
tional team training camp, despite de-
claring themselves unavailable, with
doubts about their willingness to play
in upcoming Nations League games
persisting. Two-time Ballon d’Or win-
ner Alexia Putellas and other Barce-
lona-based players flew to Valencia
and arrived at the camp in the evening
to join the rest of the squad, with all
players now present except Cristina

Martin-Prieto, called up late Tuesday
to replace the injured Esther Gonza-
lez. Sevilla forward Martin-Prieto is
not on strike. There are still 39 players
striking over changes they want made
in the Spanish football federation
(RFEF) after the kiss scandal which
forced disgraced president Luis Rubi-
ales to resign, including 19 of Tome’s
23-woman squad. Barcelona defend-
er Mapi Leon expressed concerns
over being forced to attend, with any
player who rejects the call up at risk
of sanctions under Spain’s sports law.
“We have to talk long and hard about
if we are coming to a safe place or not
when we have been forced to come,”
she told reporters in Valencia airport,
before heading to the camp in Oliva.
“We have been forced to come. But if
they want to sanction us, then we have
to come.” (Agencies)

Ronaldo’s Al-Nassr get Asian Champion League
campaign off to perfect start

TEHRAN: Al-Nassr got their Asian
Champions League campaign off to
the perfect start on Tuesday with a
valuable, and deserved, 2-0 away vic-
tory over Persepolis in Tehran. Abdul-
rahman Ghareeb gave the Saudi side
the lead with a goal just after the hour
mark and the contest was effective-
ly decided 10 minutes later by a fine
strike from Mohammed Qassem, his
first goal for the club. By that time,
the Iranians were a man down but,
still, it was a solid performance from

Al-Nassr, who were on top from the
kick-off at the famous, but empty,
Azadi Stadium. (Agencies)

DALY HOROSCOPE SEPTEMBER 21, 2023

- It’s a general reading which may
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

- ARIES: Try your best to stay
grounded today. You need to keep
it real with your friends and family
today. They’re looking to you for
advice or at least for calm. You can
give them what they need.

- TAURUS: Get outside and try to

soak up a little nature even if the

weather is forbidding. Getting a

little uncomfortable might actual-

ly be good for you now, and your
good energy keeps you healthy.

- GEMINI: Things seem to be

locked down today, which makes

it harder for you to push ahead. In
fact, you may want to just call off

a big plan for today or postpone it

until circumstances change.

- CANCER: You’ve got more to do

than you can handle at the moment.

If you can delegate some things, do

so quickly, but if not, expect a long

and kind of boring next few days.

- LEO: You’re quite excited about

something new in your life. Maybe

you’re taking a class or starting a

new exercise regimen. Keep it to

yourself for now or you could come

across as an evangelist!

— VIRGO: Your love life could use
a little boost today, and you have
exactly the right kind of energy to
pull it off. Take time out from your
day if possible, or just send a quick
note electronically.

— LIBRA: A little alertness goes a
long way today, and you ought to
be able to catch what’s really go-
ing on with ease. See if you can
get your people to help out when
things start to get really weird.

— SCORPIO: Get started on some-
thing new today. It could be al-
most anything! Your ability to see
the long view should help you get
things started right and make se-
rious progress throughout the day.
— SAGITTARIUS: You need to re-
connect with real life. It could be as
simple as making your own meals
or finding other ways to be self-suf-
ficient. Plant a garden, do your fi-
nances, take care of business.

— CAPRICORN: You need to ac-
knowledge your success today.
Modesty is all well and good, but
people need to know that you can
see what’s right in front of you!
Your great energy helps make it a
group win.

- ACQUARIUS: Even if you haven’t
been doing all that much lately, you
still feel pretty tired or worn out.
Let it wash over you. If you try too
hard to fight against it, you just
end up with even less energy!

- PISCES: With your help, your
friends or coworkers can get al-
most anything done today. You
might need to poke your nose into
their business, but it’s all for their
own good, so go ahead!
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OIC body urges int'l Commurnty to stop Israeh atrocities against Palestinians

NEW YORK, (APP):The OIC Com-
mittee of Six on Palestine on Tuesday
urged the international community to
take urgent concerted actions to stop
Israeli atrocities against the civilian
population of Palestine. The commit-
tee which met here on the sidelines of
the 78th session of the United Nations
General Assembly, called for protect-
ing the Palestinians against the blatant
and illegal use of force and flagrant vi-
olations of human rights. The foreign
ministerial-level meeting also proposed
the forming of a joint group open to
all OIC Member States to promote the
implementation of the Committee’s
decisions. Foreign Minister Jalil Ab-
bas Jilani led the Pakistan delegation
at the meeting that was chaired by the
Secretary General of the OIC and also
attended by ministers and high offi-
cials from Palestine, Tirkiye, Guinea,

Scientists find ‘missing
ingredient’ for pink
dlamonds

PARIS (AFP/APP):Scientists said on
Tuesday they have found the “missing
ingredient” for pink diamonds, some of
the world’s most expensive stones due
their rarity and beauty, and the discov-
ery could help find more. More than 90
percent of all the pink diamonds ever
found were discovered at the recent-
ly closed Argyle mine in the remote
northwest of Australia. But exactly why
Argyle -- which unlike most other dia-
mond mines does not sit in the middle of
a continent but on the edge of one -- pro-
duced so many pink gems has remained
a mystery. In a new study published in
the journal Nature Communications,
a team of Australia-based researchers
said the pink diamonds were brought
to the Earth’s surface by the break up
of the first supercontinent around 1.3
billion years ago. Hugo Olierook, a re-
searcher at Curtin University in the state
of Western Australia and the study’s lead
author, told AFP that two of the three
ingredients for forming pink diamonds
had already been known. The first in-
gredient is carbon -- and it must be in
the bowels of Earth. Anything shallow-
er than 150 kilometres (93 miles) deep
would be graphite - “that stuff in your
pencils, not nearly as pretty on an en-
gagement ring”, Olierook said. The sec-
ond ingredient is just the right amount
of pressure, to damage the otherwise
clear diamonds. “Push just a little bit and
it turns pink. Push a little too hard and
they turn brown,” he said. Most of the
diamonds discovered at Argyle were of
this less valuable brown hue, he added.

EU appoints new
research commissioner

BRUSSELS (AA/APP):The Council of the
European Union appointed on Tuesday
Bulgarian economist Iliana Ivanova as the
new EU commissioner for innovation, re-
search, culture, education and youth. EU af-
fairs ministers, who are meeting in Brussels,
approved the appointment of Tliana Ivanova
(Bulgaria) as a new European commission-
er; by “common accord with the President
of the Commiission, Ursula von der Leyen,”
the council announced in a statement. Iva-
nova takes over the portfolio of innovation,
research, culture, education and youth from
Marya Gabriel who resigned in May to be-
come Bulgaria’s foreign affairs minister The
European Parliament gave the green light
for Ivanova’s nomination last week. Ivano-
va was a member of the European Court of
Auditors between 2013 and 2023, and an
EU lawmaker between 2009 and 2013.

Malaysia and Senegal. The foreign
minister noted with deep concern the
continued deterioration of the situation
in the Occupied Palestinian Territo-
ries, including occupied Jerusalem, in
particular Al-Agsa Mosque/Al-Haram
Al-Sharif. He strongly condemned the
Israeli atrocities, including the Killing
of innocent civilians, storming of the
Al-Agsa Mosque, expansion of illegal
settlements, settler violence, adminis-
trative detentions and airstrikes on the
densely populated Gaza Strip that were
in complete disregard for human rights

and rule of law. The minister stressed
that it was imperative to hold Israel ac-
countable for its ongoing illegal actions
and acts of aggression for meaningful
deterrence. In this regard, he welcomed
the United Nations General Assem-
bly’s resolution passed on December
31, 2022, which called upon the Inter-
national Court of Justice to provide an
opinion on the legal ramifications of
Israel’s unlawful occupation of the Pal-
estinian territories. While reaffirming
Pakistan’s solidarity with the people of
Palestine and stressing the importance
of implementation of the relevant UN
and OIC resolutions, Foreign Minister
Jilani reiterated the call for the estab-
lishment of a viable, independent and
contiguous State of Palestine, on the
basis of internationally agreed param-
eters, pre-1967 borders, with Al-Quds
Al-Sharif as its capital.

High seas treaty to move closer to reality
with first signatures
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UNITED NATIONS, UNITED STATES,
Sept 20 (AFP/APP):Dozens of nations
are set Wednesday to sign a historic trea-
ty on protecting the high seas, seeking
the quick entry into force of an accord
designed to protect ecosystems vital to
the planet. The United Nations in July
sealed the first treaty on the high seas
after 15 years of discussion. The start of
signatures, during the annual UN Gen-
eral Assembly, “represents an important
step to establishing meaningful protec-
tions,” said Nichola Clark of the Ocean
Governance Project of The Pew Chari-
table Trusts. “We begin a new chapter
where the global community must take
bold action in order to realize those pro-
tections, and ensure the ocean’s enor-
mous reservoirs of biodiversity continue
to provide benefits for ocean health and
the communities across the globe that
depend on it,” she said. The text of the
treaty was formally adopted by consen-
sus even though Russia said that parts of
it were unacceptable. The high seas start
beyond countries’ exclusive economic
zones, or 200 nautical miles (370 kilo-
meters) off coastlines -- covering nearly
half the planet. Nonetheless, they have
long been ignored in discussions on the
environment. A key tool in the treaty
will be the ability to create protected ma-
rine areas in international waters -- only
around one percent of which are now
protected by any sort of conservation
measures. The treaty is seen as crucial

to an agreement to protect 30 percent of
the world’s oceans and lands by 2030,
as agreed by governments in a separate
historic accord on biodiversity reached
in Montreal in December.

- ‘Race to ratification’ -

The treaty will come into force 120 days
after 60 countries ratify it. According to
the United Nations, more than 60 gov-
ernments plan to initial the treaty start-
ing Wednesday. But formal ratification
depends on each country’s own domes-
tic process. Mads Christensen, interim
executive director of Greenpeace In-
ternational, voiced hope that the treaty
would come into force in 2025, when the
next UN oceans conference takes place
in France. “We have less than seven
years to protect 30 percent of the oceans.
There is no time to waste,” he said. “The
race to ratification has begun and we
urge countries to be ambitious, ratify the
treaty and make sure it enters into force
in 2025.” But even if the treaty draws
the 60 ratifications needed to come into
force, it would still be well below the
universal support for action sought by
environmental defenders. Oceans are
critical for the health of the whole plan-
et, protecting often microscopic biodi-
versity that supports half of the oxygen
breathed by land life. The oceans are
also critical to limiting climate change
by helping absorb greenhouse gas emis-
sions. The treaty, officially known as the
treaty on “Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction” or BBNJ, also introduces
requirements to carry out environmen-
tal impact studies for proposed activities
on the high seas. Such activities, while
not listed in the text, would include any-
thing from fishing and maritime trans-
port to more controversial pursuits such
as deep-sea mining or even geo-engi-
neering programs aimed at fighting
global warming,
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Australia warns of worse fires, heat as El Nino
kicks in

SYDNEY (AFP/APP):Australia’s weath-
er bureau confirmed on Tuesday that an
El Nino weather pattern is under way,
bringing hot and dry conditions that risk
a severe wildfire season and drought.
The announcement, which follows sim-
ilar confirmations from other weather
agencies, came as the country bakes
in unseasonal heat, with the weather
agency warning of more to come. Gov-
ernment forecaster Karl Braganza said
elevated surface temperatures in the Pa-
cific Ocean could impact the country un-
til early next year. “This summer will be
hotter than average, and certainly hotter
than the last three years,” he said. “Im-
portantly with the El Nino now settling
into that pattern in the Pacific Ocean,
that increases our confidence that this
pattern is going to last until the end of
summer;,” he added. The El Nino climate
pattern occurs on average every two to
seven years and usually lasts between
nine to 12 months. In July, the UN’s
World Meteorological Organization de-
clared El Nino was already under way

and said there was a 90-percent chance
that it would continue during the sec-
ond half of 2023. El Nino is typically
associated with warming ocean surface
temperatures in the central and east-
ern tropical Pacific Ocean. It can bring
severe droughts to Australia, Indonesia
and other parts of southern Asia, cou-
pled with increased rainfall in parts of
southern South America, the southern
United States, the Horn of Africa and
central Asia. The relationship between
El Nino and climate change is not well
understood. But Australia’s government
science agency earlier this year conclud-
ed that climbing global temperatures
may increase both the likelihood of the
pattern forming, and the severity of its
impacts.

UK announces $6.2m to support Somalia in
counterterrorism
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Britsh Embassy
Maogadishu

MOGADISHU (Agencies): The UK,
on Tuesday, announced the equivalent
of $6.2 million in funding to support
Somali security forces as they combat
terrorism and work to restore stability
in areas liberated from the Al-Shabaab
terrorist group, the British Embassy in
the Somali capital, Mogadishu, said in
a statement. The funding aims to main-
tain support and operations against
Al-Shabaab and help build the capacity
of the security forces, taking on great-
er responsibility as the African Union
proceeds with its mission’s withdrawal
from the Horn of Africa country. Ac-
cording to the statement, the funds
will be used for non-lethal logistical
support to the Somali security forces,
including food, shelter, and medevac.
it said, adding that the transition from
the African Union mission in Somalia
to Somalia-led security “remains our
collective goal”. The Somali national
army and its allied clan-based militias
who continue on an offensive against
the Al Qaeda-affiliated group have lib-
erated large swathes of territories in
the central states of Hirshabele and

Galmudug. Al-Shabaab has increased
attacks since Somalia President, Has-
san Sheikh Mohamud, who was elect-
ed for a second term last year, declared
an “all-out war” on the terror group.
Meanwhile, the number of people
wounded in the conflict has increased
dramatically this year as hostilities
flared in different parts of the nation,
the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) said late on Monday. It
noted that ambulance teams from the
Somali Red Crescent Society have re-
ported a more than three-fold rise in
the number of people requiring treat-
ment for wounds caused by weapons.
The ongoing military offensive by the
government against Al-Shabaab in re-
cent months and conflict in the north-
ern part of the country between armed
Somaliland forces and clan militias
known as SSC-Khatumo has seen a
sharp spike in the number of people
wounded. Close to 1,900 people re-
quired treatment for weapon wounds
in the past eight months of 2023 — an
increase of over 300 per cent compared
to all of 2022, according to the ICRC.
The number of people uprooted from
their homes in Somalia has more than
tripled this year due to conflicts across
the country. About 569,000 people were
displaced due to conflict or insecurity
in January-July, compared to 168,000
over the same period last year, accord-
ing to data from the Protection and
Return Monitoring Network. The aid
group said conflict was the main factor
forcing people to leave their homes this
year in Somalia, followed by climate
shocks like drought and floods.

Deadly disease outbreak kills over 1200 Chlldren in Sudan — UN

KHARTOUM (Agencies): More than
1,200 children under the age of five
died in refugee camps in war-torn Su-
dan between mid-May and September
as a result of a lethal combination of
a suspected measles outbreak and se-
vere malnutrition, the United Nations
and the World Health Organization
have said. The deaths occurred in Su-
dan’s White Nile state, the UN Refugee
Agency (UNHCR) and WHO said in a
joint statement on Tuesday, reiterating
their concern about the “worsening”
health situation in the African coun-
try as a result of fighting between rival
army groups since April. Over 3,100
suspected cases of measles and high
malnutrition, as well as more than 500
suspected cases of cholera, have been
reported in other parts of the coun-
try, according to the UNHCR teams.
Health facilities are overwhelmed be-

cause of shortages
of staff, life-saving
medicines, and
critical equipment,
the organizations
said, adding that |
repeated  attacks
on hospitals and
medical teams |
have exacerbated |
service  delivery
challenges, wors-
ening disease out- - -
breaks and fatalities. “...dozens of
children are dying every day — a result
of this devastating conflict and a lack
of global attention. We can prevent
more deaths, but need money for the
response, access to those in need, and
above all, an end to the fighting,” UN
High Commissioner for Refugees Filip-
po Grandi said. WHO Director-Gen-

eral Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus
4y said local health
* workers, with as-
sistance from the
WHO and its part-
ners, are making
~ every effort under
| “very difficult con-
ditions” to prevent
more fatalities and
the escalation of
outbreaks. “They

desperately need the support of the

international community to prevent
further deaths and the spread of out-
breaks. We call on donors to be gener-
ous and on the warring parties to pro-
tect health workers and access to health
for all those who need it,” Tedros insist-
ed. The conflict that erupted between
the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and

the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) on April 15 has killed more than
7,000 people, according to the Armed
Conlflict Location and Event Data Proj-
ect. Last month, aid agency Save the
Children reported that at least 498
children in the North African country,
including two dozen babies at a state
orphanage, had died as a result of food
shortages and the closure of nutrition
centers caused by fighting. Speaking
to reporters in Geneva on Tuesday,
the UN children’s agency (UNICEF)
spokesman James Elder estimated that
thousands of newborns will die across
the war-torn country by the end of the
year. “Every month 55,000 children
require treatment for the most lethal
form of malnutrition, and yet in Khar-
toum less than one in 50 nutrition cen-
ters is functional,” Elder was quoted by
AFP as saying.

Ukraine Receives Industrial 3D Printers from the US to Produce Military Parts

WASHINGTON (Agencies): Ukraine
has acquired advanced industrial-lev-
el 3D printers from the United States,
equipping them with the capability to
manufacture critical spare parts for mil-
itary equipment. William LaPlant, the
US Under Secretary of Defense for Pro-
curement and Maintenance, disclosed
this delivery in August, highlighting that
UKkrainian personnel completed train-
ing on operating these printers just last
week. Speaking at the Center for a New
American Security, LaPlant announced,
“Finally, last month we delivered
these industrial 3D printers to them in

Ukraine, and last week their training on
working with this printer was complet-
ed.” He also mentioned the presence of
amassive 3D printer; comparable in size
to a truck. This substantial printer em-
powers Ukraine to produce all the nec-
essary components for various military
applications, enhancing its self-reliance
and operational capabilities. LaPlan-
te emphasized that the introduction of
3D printers on the Ukrainian side is a
game-changer. It accelerates the resto-
ration of frontline-damaged equipment
and opens up new possibilities. He fur-
ther noted that the capabilities of 3D

printing extend beyond speed, enabling
the creation of parts that would be chal-
lenging or impossible to produce using
conventional methods, especially in
the demanding conditions of a conflict.
LaPlante highlighted that Ukrainian
specialists took matters into their own
hands and began 3D printing parts even
without the required authorizations
and technical data packages in the face
of the full-scale Russian invasion. In
times of an existential threat, concerns
about intellectual property laws tend to
take a backseat, he remarked. Collab-
orative efforts were made to rectify this

situation, ensuring that Ukraine now
possesses the essential technical data
packages for its 3D printing needs. This
action aimed to provide them with the
necessary resources to address the chal-
lenges posed by the conflict and support
their defense efforts effectively. Howev-
er, specific details regarding the num-
ber of 3D printers sent to Ukraine were
not disclosed by the US official. =~ The
Use of 3D Printers in the Ukraine Con-
flict The ongoing conflict in Ukraine
has underscored the advantages of 3D
printing technology, thanks to its adapt-
ability and rapid production capabilities.

These advantages substantially simplify
the logistical challenges of supplying
essential resources to the frontlines.
Most 3D printers are compact and can
be seamlessly installed in subterranean
bunkers, making them ideal for war-
time production. Moreover, the inherent
capabilities of 3D printing offer a strate-
gic advantage by enabling efficient mass
production of crucial components si-
multaneously across multiple locations.
Since the Russian invasion in February
2022, Ukrainian forces have showcased
resourcefulness by incorporating am-
munition crafted with 3D printers.
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Australia confirms raising concerns with India over Sikh leader’s
in Canada
ey "7'

ANKARA (AA/APP):Australia on
Wednesday confirmed that it has
raised its concerns with India over the
killing of a Sikh separatist leader in
the Canadian westernmost province
of British Colombia. Speaking to re-
porters in New York on the sidelines
of the UN General Assembly session,
Foreign Minister Penny Wong, while
responding to Canadian allegations
that India was behind the Killing of
a Canadian citizen, said: “These are
concerning reports.” “I note that in-
vestigations are still underway, but ob-
viously these are concerning reports,
and as I've said, we are monitoring
these developments closely with our
partners, and we’ll continue to do so,”
she said, according to a transcript pub-
lished on the Foreign Ministry’s web-

Tornado in eastern
China kills 10,
_hundreds relocated

¥

w1

BEIJING (AFP/APP):A tornado in east-
ern China killed 10 people and serious-
ly injured several others, state media
said Wednesday, the latest in a string
of extreme weather events to strike the
country. “Yesterday afternoon, a strong
tornado occurred in Sugian, Jiangsu
Province... causing casualties and prop-
erty loss in certain areas,” state broad-
caster CCTV said. The tornado affected
more than 5,500 people, with 137 hous-
es collapsing, according to “preliminary
statistics” cited in the report. More than
400 people have been temporarily re-
located because of the twister, state
media said. Video footage shared on
social media by the state-run People’s
Daily showed high winds whipping de-
bris around above residential buildings,
as well as a street strewn with fallen
signs and other objects. China saw re-
cord-breaking downpours and weeks of
historic heat this summer;, with scientists
saying such extreme weather events are
being exacerbated by climate change.
Whole villages in Jiangsu were levelled
and at least 98 people were killed in
2016 after the region was hit by a storm
with hurricane-force winds and the
worst tornado in half a century.

Women in the drivers
seat with female crash
_test dummy

—\
LINKOPING SWEDEN (AFP/APP):Her
name is SET 50F and she’s the world’s
first female crash test dummy, designed
by a Swedish engineer to help make
sure women are better protected in cars.
The legislation only requires carmakers
to conduct crash tests with dummies
based on male proportions - a model
dating back to the 1970s - even though
statistics show that women are more
at risk of injury in the event of a frontal
collision. Carmakers have used small-
er-sized versions of male dummies to
represent women and children, but those
have not taken into account the different
morphology of women’s bodies. Astrid
Linder, an engineer at the Swedish Na-
tional Road and Transport Research In-
stitute (VTI), decided to change that with
“the world’s first average-sized female
crash test dummy,” according to VTI. In
a warehouse in Linkoping, 200 kilome-
tres (125 miles) south of Stockholm, the
female dummy is strapped into a car seat
projected along a metal rail at 16 kilome-
tres per hour (10 miles per hour), before
being brought to a sudden halt. A screen
shows the body moving in slow motion
at the moment of impact, the manne-
quin’s chest visibly distinguishing it from
a standard male crash test dummy. “The
muscles in the neck are normally weaker
in awoman,” says Tommy Petterson, one
of Linder’s colleagues at VTI, pointing to
the nape of the dummy’s neck, deformed
by the impact. “If you compare it with a
male dummy; this neck is more flexible
and has more movement.”
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site. When asked whether Australia
has communicated its concerns with
India, she said: “I will confirm that we
have raised our concerns with India.
I'm not going to go into any further
detail on that.” Responding to the safe-
ty of Indian Sikhs in Australia, Wong
said that her country allows peaceful
expression of different views which
is a key part of Australia’s democracy
Sikh leader Hardeep Singh Nijjar was
shot dead on June 18 in Surrey, Brit-

ish Columbia, in front of a Sikh tem-
ple. So far, no arrests have been made.
However, Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau said on Monday that
there are “credible allegations” that
the Indian government was behind
Nijjar’s shooting death. Nijjar was a
vocal supporter of independence for a
Khalistani state in the Punjab region.
Earlier on Monday, Canadian Foreign
Affairs Minister Melanie Joly said a
“top Indian diplomat” has been ex-
pelled from the country and expects
India’s full collaboration “to get to the
bottom of this.” According to some
media reports, the diplomat was Pa-
van Kumar Rai, who was allegedly
associated with India’s premier intelli-
gence agency, the Research and Anal-

ysis Wing (RAW).

Building boom spells success for

Somali women engineers

MOGADISHU, (AFP/APP):As Soma-
lia’s capital witnesses a construction
boom following improvements in secu-
rity, civil engineer Faduma Mohamed
Ali is hard at work, supervising male
labourers twice her age and breaking
barriers in the conservative country.
The 22-year-old has battled social stig-
ma, family opposition and workplace
harassment, but told AFP she never
doubted her choice of career. “I always
liked buildings,” she said. When she
enrolled in a civil engineering degree
programme -- the only woman in her
class -- her relatives were quick to cast
aspersions. “They said, how can a girl
waste time to study civil engineering?...
this is work for men.” The jibes contin-
ued even after she graduated and found
a job in Mogadishu. “They used to ask
-- are you crazy?” In a country where
women account for less than a third of
the workforce, according to the World
Bank, many parents frown on the pros-
pect of their daughters working in close
quarters with men. “I would not have
(wanted)... my daughter to work at a
construction site with men, this is not
for women. I would rather she chose...
a female-dominated profession,” said

g - S

Abdikafi Hassan Duale, a father of six.
“This is for their safety and protection
from social harassment,” he told AFP.
But attitudes are changing. Fathi Mo-
hamed Abdi told AFP that her parents
were “very happy” and supportive of
her decision to become the first civil en-
gineer in their extended family. “They
started encouraging me in this while I
was studying, and they have continued
to do so now that I am working,” the
23-year-old said. They even “wake me
up in the morning when I oversleep (so
I can) get to work”, she added. At uni-
versity, she was one of only two wom-
en studying civil engineering but her
choices have paid off as construction
activity picks up. “Due to the growing
investment in the construction industry
in our country, we are getting so many
opportunities,” she said.

Russia seeks to erase border with occupied Ukraine

RUSSIA  (AFP/
APP): To enter Russia from occupied
Ukraine, all Tatiana has to do is arrive
at the edge of the war-battered Do-
netsk region, show guards her Russian
passport, say “thank you” and cross.
Moscow has controlled several key
border points since 2014 but the fron-
tier has become more porous since the
Kremlin annexed four Ukrainian terri-
tories last year, encouraging residents
to take up new citizenship. “It’s be-
come more comfortable because we’ve
become Russians,” the 37-year-old
from a Russian-occupied town near
the frontline told AFP. Tatiana used to
have to go through a more arduous
procedure to enter Russia -- a check
run by Moscow-sponsored separat-
ists, then through Russian customs.
“We had two borders to cross, which
meant long, long traffic queues,” she
said near a motel on the frontier. She
was heading for Taganrog -- a town in
southern Russia once home to writer
Anton Chekhov -- to do some errands,
including taking out insurance. The
smoother crossings are one of the
most visible signs of change since the
Kremlin annexed the industrial Do-
netsk region alongside three other re-
gions of Ukraine at a lavish ceremony
last year. They illustrate how quickly
Russian authorities are seeking to ab-
sorb occupied territories, even though
the international community, including
Russia’s allies, do not recognise Mos-
cow’s authority there.

- Frontline life -

Moscow last weekend hosted local
government elections in the annexed
Ukrainian territories and claimed
pro-Kremlin party United Russia had
won easily in each region. Prime Minis-
ter Mikhail Mishustin said in May that
officials had handed out nearly two

million Russian passports to Ukraini-
ans in occupied regions. But its mili-
tary still does not fully control any of
the four regions annexed last year; and
Ukrainian forces are gaining ground
in two of them -- Zaporizhzhia in the
south and Donetsk in the east. Despite
that, thousands of people travel to Rus-
sia by bus or car from occupied cities
like Donetsk, Lugansk and Mariupol
-- a port city captured by Moscow af-
ter a brutal months-long siege. Further
away from the front, however, signs
of the conflict are visible everywhere.
AFP journalists on the road between
Taganrog and the Avilo-Uspenka
crossing point saw Russian military ve-
hicles daubed with large Z and V tac-
tical symbols. And two Russian attack
helicopters flew overhead. “The closer
you get (to Russia), the safer you feel,”
Tatiana said, describing life in her
“frontline” Ukrainian town of Gorlivka
as both dangerous and stressful. While
the conflict has spilled over into Russia
-- with cross-border drone attacks and
shelling now routine -- Russian author-
ities are working to contain the fight-
ing on one side of the border.

- ‘Not quite in Russia’ -

A taxi driver, speaking on condition of
anonymity, told AFP that two of his pas-
sengers -- a mother and her son -- had
recently been stopped by Russian cus-
toms officers as they left the Ukrainian
region of Lugansk. The man was ac-
cused of deserting from his military
unit and his mother accused of trying
to help him return home. While enter-
ing Russia has become easier for civil-
ians like Tatiana, difficulties remain for
lorry drivers, who are still subject to
meticulous checks by Russian customs
officers. “The rules for crossing for
cars are very different from those for
goods,” Vlad, a 26-year-old truck driv-
er who spends long hours in his lorry
each time he passes through, told AFP.
Nearby, retired postal worker Natalia
was waiting for the one train connec-
tion each day from Russia back to the
occupied Donetsk region. “We would
obviously like more forms of trans-
port,” the 69-year-old told AFP after
visiting relatives in Taganrog. “We're
not quite in Russia yet but we’re going
to hope,” she said.
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Saudi FM meets Dutch FM on sidelines of
UNGA 78

NEW YORK (SPA/APP):Prince Faisal
bin Farhan bin Abdullah, the Saudi Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, met Tuesday with
the Dutch Minister of Foreign Affairs
Hanke Bruins Slot, on the sidelines of the
78th session of the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly (UNGA 78). At the head-
quarters of the Kingdom’s permanent
delegation to the United Nations, the two
ministers discussed bilateral relations
and ways to strengthen and develop
them and reviewed aspects of consolidat-
ing bilateral and multilateral work. They
also discussed the latest developments in

Rwanda’s Kagame says he
will run for fourth term

NAIROBI (AFP/APP):Rwandan President
Paul Kagame has said for the first time that
heplanstorunforafourthtermin elections
due to be held next year. “Yes, I am indeed
a candidate,” Kagame, who has ruled over
the country with an iron fist for decades,
told Jeune Afrique, a French-language
news magazine, in an interview published
online on Tuesday. “I am pleased with the
confidence that Rwandans have placed in
me. [ will always serve them, as long as I
can,” the 65-year-old was quoted as say-
ing. The Rwandan government in March
decided to synchronise the dates for its
parliamentary and presidential elections,
which are due to be held in August next
year. Kagame had previously not made his
intentions clear; but has presided over con-
troversial constitutional amendments that
allowed him to serve a third term. A for-
mer rebel chief, Kagame has been regard-
ed as the country’s de facto leader since
the end of the 1994 genocide. He won a
third term in 2017, taking home nearly 99
percent of the vote.

France ‘will not welcome
migrants' from Lampedusa:
Interior minister
PARIS (AFP/APP): France will not wel-
come any migrants coming from Italy’s
Lampedusa, interior minister Gerald Dar-
manin said on Tuesday after the Medi-
terranean island saw record numbers of
arrivals. Some 8500 people arrived on
Lampedusa on 199 boats between Mon-
day and Wednesday last week, according
to the UN’s International Organization for
Migration -~ prompting European Com-
mission president Ursula von der Leyen to
travel there Sunday to announce an emer-
gency action plan. According to Darmanin,
Paris told Italy it was “read to help them
return people to countries with which we
have good diplomatic relations”, giving the
example of Ivory Coast and Senegal. But
France “will not welcome migrants” from
theisland, he said, speaking on French tele-
vision Tuesday evening. Italian Prime Min-
ister Giorgia Meloni has called on Italy’s
EU partners to share more of the respon-
sibility. The recent arrivals on Lampedusa
equal more than the whole population
of the tiny Italian island. The mass move-
ment has stoked the immigration debate in
France, where political parties in the coun-
try’s hung parliament are wrangling over
a draft law governing new arrivals. France
is expected to face a call from Pope Fran-
cis for greater tolerance towards migrants
later this week during a high-profile visit
to the Mediterranean city Marseille, where
the pontiff will meet President Emmanuel
Macron and celebrate mass before tens of

thousands in a stadium.

Russia Tests High-Speed
Sniper Rounds

MOSCOW (Agencies): Lobaev Arms,
a Russian manufacturer known for its
long-range high-precision rifles, has
commenced testing of a “high-speed
bullet” with the potential for hypersonic
capabilities, enabling instantaneous and
effective penetration of targets. Russia is
currently conducting tests on hypersonic
sniper rounds, which can achieve speeds
exceeding 1,500 meters per second (m/s),
according to Vladislav Lobaev, the found-
er and head of Lobaev Arms, a private
Russian weapons manufacturer, as re-
ported by RIA Novosti. Lobaev clarified
that the ammunition is still referred to as
“potentially hypersonic” because it cur-
rently operates at the threshold of hyper-
sonic velocity. Lobaev first gained atten-
tion in September 2018 when he set a goal
to develop small arms ammunition with a
velocity of 2,000 m/s. He explained that
such rounds are essential for high-preci-
sion sniper rifles, offering increased range
for “grazing fire.” Grazing fire is a military
term denoting fire that travels approxi-
mately parallel to the ground.

major international issues and efforts to
address them. Princess Reema bint Ban-
dar bin Sultan, Saudi Ambassador to the
United States of America, and the King-
dom’s Permanent Representative to the
United Nations, Dr. Abdulaziz Al-Wasel
attended the meeting.

Neanderthal remains over
50,000 years old
discovered in Spain

MADRID, (AA/APP):The remains of
Neanderthals, primitive humans who
lived between 250,000 and 40,000 years
ago, were found in Simanya Cave with-
in Sant Llorenc Savall Natural Park
near Barcelona. At a press conference
held Tuesday at the Archaeological Mu-
seum of Catalonia, it was announced
that the 50,000-year-old remains con-
sist of 54 pieces and include those of
an adult, likely female, as well as those
of a teenager aged 11-12 and a child
aged 7-8. The remains are among the
most significant Neanderthal remains
found in the Iberian Peninsula, provid-
ing insights into the distribution of Ne-
anderthal populations across Europe,
according to the press conference. On-
going excavations in the cave are being
conducted in partnership with several
universities of Spain and Italy.

6.2-magnitude quake hits

south New Zealand

WELLINGTON  (Xinhua/APP):-- An
earthquake with a magnitude of 6.2
jolted 45 km north of Geraldine, New
Zealand’s South Island, at 9:14 a.m. lo-
cal time Wednesday, according to New
Zealand’s geological hazard monitoring
institute GeoNet. Residents in Christ-
church and other South Island regions
felt the shake, which had a depth of 10
km. No injuries or property damage
have been reported so far.

IMF to grant $1.3bn loan

to quake-hit Morocco

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) will pro-
vide Morocco with a $1.3 billion loan fol-
lowing the September 8 earthquake that
killed thousands in the North African
country, Anadolu Agency reports. IMF
Managing Director, Kristalina Georgieva,
said in statements cited by the Moroccan
state news agency, MAP. Georgieva said
theloan will be used to back Morocco’s ef-
forts “in the face of climate-related risks”.
She, however, said the loan will still need
to be approved by the IMF board during
its annual meetings in the Moroccan city
of Marrakech on 9-15 October. Morocco
was struck by a magnitude 7 earthquake
on 8 Septembe; killing nearly 3,000 peo-
ple and injuring thousands, according to
official figures. Marrakesh, 72km from
the quake’s epicentre, suffered some
damage in its ancient Madinah quarter
from the earthquake, Morocco’s stron-
gest-ever in a century.
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