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UN Security Council acts to boost aid to
Gaza after US abstains

UNITED NATIONS, Dec 22 (Reuters)
- The United Nations Security Coun-
cil on Friday adopted a resolution to
boost humanitarian aid to the Gaza
Strip that stopped short of a call for a
ceasefire after a week of vote delays
and intense negotiations to avoid a
United States veto. The resolution
“calls for urgent steps to immediately
allow safe, unhindered, and expand-
ed humanitarian access and to cre-
ate the conditions for a sustainable
cessation of hostilities.” Amid global
outrage over a rising Gaza death toll
in 11 weeks of war between Israel
and Hamas and a worsening human-
itarian crisis in the Palestinian en-
clave, the U.S. abstained to allow the
15-member council to adopt a res-
olution drafted by the United Arab
Emirates. The remaining council
members voted for the resolution ex-
cept for Russia which also abstained,
having favored an initial draft that

Canada and Taiwan
Forge Historic Bilateral
Investment Agreement

TAIPEI (Agencies): Canada and Taiwan
finalized a bilateral investment deal on
Friday, marking a significant step in Tai-
wan’s efforts to enhance economic ties
with democratic allies. The agreement,
known as the Foreign Investment Pro-
motion and Protection Arrangement,
aligns with Canada’s strategy to expand
its influence in the Indo-Pacific region.
For Taiwan, seeking support from ma-
jor Western democracies like Canada is
crucial amid mounting pressure from
China. The deal, completed after talks
in October, is seen as a milestone of
“great historical significance” by Tai-
wan’s Office of Trade Negotiations,
anticipating strengthened supply chain
connections and global resilience. The
signing ceremony involved Jim Nickel,
Canada’s top diplomat in Taiwan, and
Harry Tseng, Taiwan’s de facto ambas-
sador to Canada.

called for “an urgent and sustainable
cessation of hostilities” to allow aid
access. The U.S. and Israel oppose
a ceasefire, believing it would only
benefit Hamas. Washington instead
supports pauses in fighting to protect
civilians and free hostages taken by
Hamas “We believe that the resolu-
tion begins to unblock life saving aid,
whose denial has condemned more
than half a million people in Gaza

to famine,” UAE U.N. Ambassador
Lana Nusseibeh told the council af-
ter the vote. Following high-level
negotiations to win over Washing-
ton, the resolution no longer dilutes
Israel’s control over all aid deliveries
to 2.3 million people in Gaza. Israel
monitors the limited aid deliveries
to Gaza via the Rafah crossing from
Egypt and the Israeli-controlled Ker-
em Shalom crossing.

Pentagon updates rules on killing civilians

WASHEGTON

PENTAGON (Agencies): The US De-
partment of Defense on Thursday pub-
lished an instruction on “Civilian Harm
Mitigation and Response,” outlining
new procedures to prevent noncomba-
tants from getting hit and how to deal
with it when it happens. The 52-page
document was sent out to all branches
of the military, the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and the combatant commands and
lays out the new policies for “CHRM.”
“The release of the DOD instruction
continues the process of improving the
department’s approach to mitigating
and responding to civilian harm,” Pen-
tagon spokesman Major General Pat

Ryder told reporters at a press briefing
on Thursday. The new policy is the re-
sult of two reviews of civilian casualty
incidents in Syria, the Military Times
reported. Both reviews were launched
in 2021. One dealt with the 2019 bomb-
ing of Baghouz that killed “dozens” of
noncombatants, while the other ex-
amined the fighting to reclaim Raqqa
from Islamic State (IS, also known as
ISIS) in 2017. Both reviews found that
the Pentagon “did not have codified
policies on preventing civilian harm
or handling its aftermath,” according
to the outlet. The newly published set
of instructions calls for the military
to identify what it needs to target and
execute strikes more precisely, and
directs the Defense Department to
engage in “periodic dialogue and con-
sultations with representatives and ex-
perts from civil society organizations,
non-governmental organizations, and
international organizations” regarding
CHMR policy.

Doctors accuse Israeli troops of desecrating bodies and shoot-

ing civilians at hospital

TEL AVIV (CNN): Israeli soldiers raid-
ing a hospital in northern Gaza dese-
crated the bodies of dead patients with
bulldozers, let a military dog maul a
man in a wheelchair, and shot multiple
doctors even after vetting them for ter-
ror links, according to allegations by
staff and patients. The claims relate to
an eight-day operation by the Israel De-
fense Forces (IDF) at the Kamal Adwan
Hospital last week, which the military
alleges was being used as a command
and control center by Hamas. CNN
spoke to two senior medical staff, anoth-
er doctor and a patient at the hospital,
who provided corroborating testimonies
of what happened. CNN also reviewed
video evidence for some of the claims.
They paint a disturbing picture of how
the IDF carried out the operation, as
doctors were interrogated for their con-
nections to Hamas and staff struggled
to treat patients trapped inside. The IDF
says that Hamas hides terrorist infra-
structure in and around civilian institu-
tions in Gaza, such as hospitals, and that
targeting them is essential as it works to
eliminate Hamas from the Gaza Strip.
But its operations are contentious, with

humanitarian organizations saying that
medical facilities in Gaza are rendered
unable to provide basic services. Among
the most serious allegations relating to
the IDF’s operations at Kamal Adwan
is that, as troops were leaving the hos-
pital complex, they used bulldozers to
dig up bodies that had recently been
buried in makeshift graveyards in the
hospital’s courtyard. “The soldiers dug
up the graves this morning and dragged
the bodies with bulldozers, then crushed
the bodies with the bulldozers,” said the
hospital’s head of pediatric services,
Hossam Abu Safiya, in a phone inter-
view on Saturday. “I have never seen
such a thing before.” Videos and images
he shared with CNN show decompos-
ing human remains scattered across
the hospital grounds. The allegation
was supported by the hospital’s head of

Israel says was Hamas ‘command center’

nursing, Eid Sabbah, and another nurse,
Asmaa Tanteesh. “The bodies outside in
the courtyard were plowed in front of
our eyes,” Tanteesh told CNN. “All the
while, we were shouting and screaming
at them, but our screams fell on deaf
ears.” Satellite imagery taken on De-
cember 15 - right before the IDF with-
drew from the hospital area — shows
razed grounds outside the hospital com-
plex. The IDF did not address the alle-
gations directly when approached for
comment by CNN but acknowledged
that it had carried out an operation at
the hospital. “The troops apprehended
80 terrorists, some of whom took part in
the atrocious October 7th massacre,” it
said in a statement to CNN. Earlier this
week, the IDF released a video of the in-
terrogation of the hospital’s director and
published an accompanying statement
saying he admitted it was being used for
military purposes. It was unclear wheth-
er the statement was elicited under du-
ress. Abu Safiya, the pediatrics director;
and Sabbah, the chief nurse, countered
that the hospital only provided medical
services and that the arrestees were ci-
vilians and medical workers.

Plane Carrying 300 Indians Grounded in France Over Suspected Human Trafficking

PARIS (Agencies): A  Nicara-
gua-bound flight with over 300 Indi-
an passengers has been detained in
France on suspicion of “human traf-
ficking.” The authorities, acting on an
anonymous tipoff, held the aircraft,

stating that passengers were “likely to
be victims of human trafficking.” The
investigation has been taken over by
the national anti-organized crime unit
JUNALCO. The A340, operated by
Romanian company Legend Airlines,

remains grounded at Vatry airport.
The passengers, primarily Indian na-
tionals, were reportedly planning to
travel to Central America with poten-
tial intentions of attempting illegal en-
try into the United States or Canada.
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Russia to build crypto m

MOSCOW (Agencies): Russian supplier
of Bitcoin mining solutions BitCluster
is building a 120-megawatt (MW) data
center in Ethiopia, the company has
announced on its website. According
to a press release issued on Thursday;,
the facility will be located in the capital
city of Addis Ababa, on the territory of
the Kilinto high-voltage substation, and
will comprise 30,000 square meters.
The commissioning of the new data
center will take place in January 2024,
BitCluster said, noting that transform-
ers are currently being connected. The
report highlighted that the engineering
and technical conditions of the data
center meet the requirements of the
most modern mining devices. “100% of

- Since 1932 -

[=] g

Editor: Omer Rizwan

i

the data center’s electricity comes from
renewable energy sources, specifically
from the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam, the largest hydropower project in
Africa, with a capacity of 5.15 GW,” the
press release reads. The new energy in-
frastructure of the Kilinto high-voltage
substation will reportedly ensure “un-
interrupted power supply to the facility
with the expected uptime 99%.”

Chinese-US military contacts resume — Beijing

-
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WASHINGTON (Agencies): Official
contacts between the US and Chi-
nese militaries have resumed fol-
lowing a 16-month hiatus caused by
US involvement in Taiwan. Beijing’s
defense ministry said in a statement
that a videoconference on Thursday
between Brown and Liu, the Chief of
Staff of China’s Central Military Com-
mission Joint Staff Department, had

been organized at the behest of the
US. During the talks Chinese General
Liu Zhenli told US Joint Chiefs of Staff
Chairman General Charles Q. Brown
that Washington should develop the
“right perception” towards Beijing in
order for bilateral ties to improve, Chi-
na’s defense ministry reports. Beijing
had put military-to-military contacts
with Washington on hold after then-
House speaker Nancy Pelosi’s visited
Taiwan in August 2022, which China
deemed an “egregious provocation.”
However, at the summit between US
President Joe Biden and Chinese lead-
er Xi Jinping in San Francisco in No-
vember, it was decided that the armed
forces of the two nations will speak to
each other again.

Macron to replace Biden as India’s chief

guest on Rep

BEIJING (Agencies): French President
Emmanuel Macron is set to be the
guest of honor at New Delhi’s Repub-
lic Day celebrations on January 26, PTI
news agency reported on Friday, citing
sources. This past July, Modi travelled
to Paris as chief guest on Bastille Day.
India had earlier invited US President
Joe Biden to witness the grand ceremo-
ny. However, reports emerged earlier
this month that the US leader won't
be able to make it. The Quad group-
ing summit scheduled to be held in
the Indian capital in January has also
been postponed. Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi had invited Biden
to be the chief guest for Republic Day
during their bilateral meeting on Sep-
tember 8 on the sidelines of the G20
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summit. Later, US Ambassador to In-
dia Eric Garcetti confirmed that Biden
had received an invitation. New Delhi
was also looking to schedule the Quad
Summit, which groups India, Australia,
Japan and the US, for January 27 to
align with Biden’s planned visit. How-
ever, PTI reported on December 12 that
the summit would be postponed and
that Biden is likely to skip the trip.

Turkiye arrests hundreds for alleged ISIS links

ANKARA (Agencies): Turkish police
and counterterrorism squads arrested
304 people suspected of ties to the Is-
lamic State (IS, formerly ISIS) terrorist
group, Interior Minister Ali Yerlikaya
announced on X (formerly Twitter) on
Friday. The arrests took place simulta-
neously across 32 provinces as part of
‘Operation Heroes-34’, he said, with
most of the suspects apprehended in
Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir. Yerlikaya’s
post included footage showing heavi-
ly-armed authorities kicking in doors
and handcuffing men whose faces were
blurred out. The individuals’ names
have not been released as of Friday.
The government has intensified its an-

titerrorist operations in the last several
months, following a bombing outside
government buildings in Ankara in Oc-
tober that was attributed to the Kurdis-
tan Workers’ Party (PKK), which is con-
sidered a terrorist group in Tirkiye. The
blast killed a civilian and injured two
police officers and resulted in 90 arrests
of suspected group members. While IS
has waned in influence in recent years
since losing the territory it once con-
trolled in Iraq and Syria, it has contin-
ued to conduct scattered strikes on both
countries and has claimed responsibili-
ty for several destructive attacks in Tiir-
kiye, including a 2017 nightclub bomb-
ing that killed 39 people.

Ukraine Secures 5,000 Starlink Terminals From Poland

KYIV (Agencies): Ukraine has report-
edly acquired 5,000 Starlink terminals
from Poland, originally used for military
purposes, including guiding UAVs and
battlefield communications. The move
follows SpaceX founder Elon Musk’s de-
nial of Starlink coverage over Crimea for
Ukraine’s military activities. The terminals
are now intended for civilian use, providing
internet access to households in war-affect-
ed areas and supporting public services like
hospitals and schools. This shift suggests a

reduction in Starlink’s military application
due to concerns over potential escalation
and electronic warfare threats.
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Household pollution posing serious threats to public health,
environment By Adeel Saeed

PESHAWAR (APP):The increasing
level of household pollution both in
the shape of biomass and solid waste
generation is posing serious threats
to public health and the environment
of the city. The air quality index in Pe-
shawar in the current winter season
has belled the alarm by recording a
dangerous stage of more than 236
pollution levels; raising the status of
the city to the most polluted in the
country. According to environmental
experts, the major source of air pol-
lution is vehicular emission followed
by household pollution in shape of
the burning of fossil fuel, wood and
waste for cooking at home. A recent
study by Peshawar Clean Air Alliance
(PCAA), a volunteer association of
civil society individuals, found that
transport is contributing 58.46 per-

cent in air pollution and is followed
by household pollution making a con-
tribution of 11.66 percent while waste
burning 4.1 percent and dust 17.67
burning. It showed that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has one of the highest pro-
portions of wood fuel usage, partic-
ularly in rural households and about
half of Peshawar population lives in
rural area. According to 2017 census,
about 138000 households in Pesha-
war used wood as fuel for heating.
The study titled "Status of Air Pollu-
tion in Peshawar finds that the annu-
al Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) in
Peshawar has ranged between 61.40
ug/m3 and 80.09 ug/mg3, exceeding
the current national and provincial
standards by 4 to 5 times and WHO
air quality guidelines by 12-16 times.
High level of PM 2.5 have a consid-

erable impacts on the population of
Peshawar as the Air Quality Life In-
dex (AQLI) estimates that citizen of
Peshawar can add up to 2.3 years to
their life expectancy if air quality lev-
el meets the WHO s guidelines. Pe-
shawar has been declared as the third
most polluted city in Pakistan and the
9th most polluted in the world in the
2021 World Air Quality report, says
Dr. Adil Zareef, a public health ex-
pert and convener of PCAA. Talking
to APP, Dr. Adil said while evaluating
the current year data of Peshawar air
quality, the city has jumped from third
most polluted city in Pakistan to num-
ber one. In November and December
2023, sometimes the air quality index
of Peshawar crossed the pollution lev-
el of Lahore, the most polluted city of
Pakistan.
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E-Hujra Raises Serious Concerns Over MTI

Board of Governors Appointments

PESHAWAR (Khyber Mail): In a recent
online Zoom meeting organized by
E-Hujra, members from diverse global
locations expressed critical concerns re-
garding the recent appointment process
of the Medical Teaching Institutions
(MTI) Board of Governors (BOG) team.
The discussion, which spanned various
key points, highlighted issues in the se-
lection and appointment criteria under
the MTI Act. Key concerns discussed
during the meeting include: Search and
Nominations Council: Questions were
raised about the transparency and fair-
ness of the Search and Nominations
Council’s role in identifying and nomi-
nating individuals for key positions. No-
tification Process: Concerns were raised
regarding the dissemination of notifica-
tions related to nominations, suggesting
potential issues with the transparency of
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the selection process. Policy Positions:
Despite the existence of policy-making
positions and the convening of selection
committee meetings, there is evidence
of a deviation from appointing individu-
als based on merit and professionalism.
Political Influence: Members expressed
dismay over the trend of political figures
securing positions on the board, con-
trary to the initial expectation of having
qualified professionals. Consensus Ap-
proval of Policies.

“Kalam Natamam”Unvelled: Prof. Dr. Tarig Mufti's Autobiography

J

Abbottabad (Khyber Mail): Bazm-e-
IIm-o-Fun Pakistan Hazara Branch re-
cently hosted an elegant book launch
event to introduce “Kalam Natamam,”
the autobiography penned by Prof. Dr.
Tariq Saeed Mufti. Anayatullah Waseem
graced the occasion as the Chief Guest,
adding significance to the celebration.
Ahmed Hussain Mujahid and Dr. Mu-
nawar Aziz presented papers, contrib-
uting to the literary ambiance of the
event. During the ceremony, Prof. Dr.
Tariq Mufti personally distributed au-
tographed copies of his book, setting a
personal and celebratory tone. Prof. Dr.
Aamir Sohail, in his introduction, em-
phasized the book’s distinctive features,
highlighting the author’s use of acces-
sible language to establish a profound
connection between the reader and the

narrator’s journey. The autobiography
vividly portrays the social and cultur-
al tapestry of a bygone era, resonating
deeply with the personalities mentioned.
The narrative skillfully navigates the au-
thor’s events and struggles, immersing
the reader in the emotional spectrum
experienced by Prof. Dr. Tariq Mufti.
Dr. Munawar Aziz shared heartwarm-
ing experiences from his long-standing
friendship with the author, while Ahmed
Hussain Mujahid presented selected
excerpts that shed light on the writer’s
philosophical reflections, offering valu-
able life lessons. Wahid Siraj, President
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of Bazm-e-Ilm-o-Fun, extended congrat-
ulations to the esteemed writer, praising
his command of language. Anayatullah
Waseem, the ceremony’s President,
shared personal anecdotes about his
association with Prof. Dr. Tariq Mufti,
offering candid insights into the person-
alities discussed in the book. The book,
crafted and digitally printed by Khyber
Mail (Printers & Publishers) Peshawar;
received high praise from the attentive
audience. The event brought together
the intellectual elite of Hazara, enhanc-
ing the success and cultural significance
of the book launch.
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Launched by Bazm-e-llm-o-Fun Pakistan at Abbottabad Event
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Steadfast Rupee:

A Positive Trajectory in Foreign Exchange Continues

In a noteworthy streak;, the Pakistani rupee has sustained its upward momentum against the
US dollar for the seventh consecutive session in the interbank market, signaling a positive
outlook for the exchange rate. The recent State Bank of Pakistan report revealing a deprecia-
tion of the US dollar by 11 paise, closing at Rs 282.90 from Rs 283.01 the previous day, under-
scores newfound stability in the foreign exchange landscape. While these modest gains may
not prompt seismic shifts, they play a crucial role in preventing erratic upward movements of
the dollar; providing relief to both importers and exporters. Experts suggest that the meager
gains, although not transformative, serve as a stabilizing force, averting wild fluctuations on
a day-to-day basis. This predictability is a welcome respite for businesses engaged in inter-
national trade, allowing them to plan and strategize without the specter of unpredictable
currency movements. The situation, while cautiously optimistic, is a testament to the effec-
tiveness of the measures taken by financial authorities. Zafar Paracha, General Secretary of
the Exchange Companies Association of Pakistan (ECAP), sees promise in the current state
of affairs. He notes that the collaboration between exchange companies and banks, marked
by daily transactions ranging from $15 to $20 million, is a key factor in maintaining stability.
Paracha’s optimism is further fueled by expectations of improved inflows from sources such
as the International Monetary Fund (IMF). Importers, navigating the challenges of a fluctu-
ating market, find additional support through the injection of $300 million from exchange
companies. This supplementary financial support helps the State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
in meeting its current account targets. Despite a 10% decline in remittances during the first
five months of FY24, the last two months witnessed a positive turnaround, with remittances
reaching $2.5 billion in October and $2.2 billion in November. Bankers suggest that if this
trend persists amid exchange rate stability and low imports, the country’s current account
could find itself in a comfortably favorable position. The persistent appreciation of the Paki-
stani rupee against the US dollar; coupled with the collaborative efforts of financial institu-
tions, paints a picture of stability and resilience. While modest, these gains represent a crucial
step towards securing a more predictable and robust foreign exchange environment for the
nation, fostering confidence among businesses and investors alike.
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PESHAWAR RESIDENCIA: INEFFICIENCIES
OF PHA-F AND PHA-KP — By Dr. Imtiaz Ahmad

In every government, the provision
of essential services for a decent
standard of living is a crucial respon-
sibility. The Ministry of Housing and
Works (MOHW) in Pakistan has es-
tablished various departments across
the country, yet there has been a no-
ticeable lack of significant progress.
Numerous projects, including the
prominent Peshawar Residencia,
have faced issues such as fraud alle-
gations and suspension, leaving the
public in a state of uncertainty and
legal battles. Peshawar Residencia,
touted as one of the largest projects
by PHAF and PHA-KP, was promised
to be completed by 2023 but has now
been exposed as a fraudulent endeav-
or. Allottees are currently awaiting a
decision from the Peshawar High
Court regarding this matter. The pe-
titioners being allottees, consisting
of 72 individuals, have submitted all
necessary documents and payment
details. Several key issues and vio-
lations have been identified, includ-
ing: The delay in the project cannot
be solely attributed to miscreants, as
the recently signed agreements indi-
cate that they were correct in their
concerns leading to land disputes in
violation of KP Local Government
rules. Labeling locals as troublemak-
ers without legal backing is unjustifi-
able, as no FIR or legal cover exists
or recorded. Key procedural require-
ments under KP Local Government
Housing Scheme (LGHS) rules even
for private housing societies have
been overlooked, such as resolving
land disputes, establishing a master
plan, and addressing public objec-
tions before launch. The resolution
of land issues through agreements
with locals/miscreants further high-
lights the illegal launch of the proj-
ect. Demarcation for boundary walls
and other essential steps required by
KP rules before launching are still
pending, indicating a violation of
procedural norms. Soil testing, geo-
graphical layout plan, master plan,
and topography requirements have
not been fulfilled before the launch.
Submission of the master plan and
advertising certain prerequisites re-
cently does not equate to genuine
progress. PHA and PHAF’s credibil-
ity has been questioned due to pre-
vious fake and fraudulent advertise-
ments. Launching projects without

possession of land and necessary
surveys violates even the KP rules,
leading to penalties under section 40.
Amazingly, the petitioners through
their association, AAPRA (All Allot-
tees Peshawar Residencia Associa-
tion) asked both the PHAF and the
PHA-KP for relevant rules under
which the project shall take place but
get a verbal reply that we also run our
projects under the same LGHS rules.
These rules indeed state that: PHAF
has not committed to completing the
project within the stipulated period,
violating KP rules. No progress can
be considered on the project, as pre-
requisites such as land development,
master plan approval, and housing
scheme tendering are yet to be com-
pleted. The claim of starting the proj-
ect is questionable, given that even
the prerequisites are incomplete that
were supposed to be done even be-
fore launching and advertising the
project. Thus, under these relevant
rules, the fraud with innocent allot-
tees and public in the name of the
mega project for low-income citizens
is indeed a fraud that has led them
to litigation and mental stress. We
request penalties to be imposed on
both PHAF and PHA-KP for initiat-
ing an immature project on disputed
land without fulfilling the necessary
prerequisites mandated by KP rules
for such a significant undertaking.
The project was promoted through
vibrant advertisements containing
misleading statements about its
completion within three years. This
situation has significantly impacted
the mental well-being of the allot-
tees and their families. Moreover,
according to the aforementioned KP
rules (section 26 b), developers are
obligated to ensure that all allottees
become members of the associa-
tion, in this case, AAPRA. However,
PHAF is violating rules by refusing to
share the association’s members list.
Additionally, as per section 26-e, de-
velopers are bound to deliver houses
within the specified project timeline.
In case of failure, a 2% monthly lia-
bility payment on the paid amount
should be made to the allottees. In-
stead, developers are exploiting this
section, by charging 10-12% even for
cancellation when a member wants
refunding his invested already deval-
ued invested money.
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Fading Echoes: A Pakistani Cricket Fan's Journey from
Passion to Detachment — By Fahad Parvez

As a Pakistani cricket enthusiast now
based in Canada, my journey as a fan
has been a delicate dance between
nostalgia and the harsh reality of the
present. There was a time when my
heart would race with excitement at
the mere mention of a Pakistan crick-
et match. The green jersey symbolized
pride, resilience, and the undying spirit
of a nation. The echoes of victory and
the roars of the crowd were music to
my ears. However, as the years passed
and the defeats started significantly
outweighing the triumphs, a subtle but
perceptible shift occurred within me —
a transformation that turned my once
passionate support of Pakistan cricket
into a reluctant detachment. The initial
cracks in my enthusiasm began to sur-
face with the team’s inconsistent perfor-
mances in the past decade-and-a-half
or so. While every cricket team experi-
ences highs and lows, the long string of
dismal outings by Pakistan and only a
handful of wins here and there, started
eroding my belief in the team’s ability
to remain a force to be reckoned with. It
became increasingly difficult to ignore
the constant disappointments, and
each defeat felt like a punch to the gut.
Aslosses piled up, the emotional invest-
ment I had poured into supporting Pa-
kistan began to wane. The excitement
gave way to frustration, and the thrill
of victory became a distant memory.
The passion that once fueled my late-
night cricket-watching sessions slowly
turned into apathy. Giving up my week-
night sleep to witness the team hit a
new low every time no longer seemed
worthwhile. The emotional toll of in-
vesting time and energy into a team
that failed to reciprocate with success
became too heavy to bear. The joy that
cricket brought me was replaced by in-
difference. Discussing Pakistan cricket
with people from diverse backgrounds
here in Canada became an embarrass-
ing experience. The team’s inconsistent
performances made it challenging to
defend its reputation. What was once
a joyful topic started carrying a sense
of awkwardness, prompting me to
shift to other conversations as a way
to navigate through the discomfort.
All of these factors combined, led me
to reevaluate my position as a fan of
Pakistan cricket, for my own well-be-
ing. As each day goes by, my choice
to gradually distance myself from Pa-
Kistan cricket as a follower becomes

increasingly justified. The aftermath of
each loss often is exacerbated by the
proliferation of memes, particularly by
fans from across the border pouncing
on every opportunity to remind sup-
porters of Pakistan cricket what a gone
show their team is. Ex-cricketers with
personal angles use their social media
accounts proposing myriad solutions.
TV news headlines are backed by trag-
ic Bollywood background scores to add
to the sensationalism. Poetic captions
to summarize the humiliation further
deepen the emotional wounds of gen-
uine fans. The team’s losses and the re-
sulting negativity are exploited on indi-
vidual and collective levels for personal
gains and amassing followers. The joy
of being a cricket enthusiast is over-
shadowed by the commercialization
of disappointment. The lack of stabili-
ty in team selection and the perpetual
struggle for form among key players
have only fueled the growing disillu-
sionment of fans like me. The team
that once represented hope and unity
now seemed like a fragmented puzzle,
with no clear picture emerging from
the chaos. Batsmen play for personal
stats and milestones. The fast bowlers
lack the energy and intensity to consis-
tently bowl over 140 clicks — something
our pace attack once prided on. Spin-
ners don’t possess the bite and guile to
pose any kind of threat to the opposi-
tion, even on turning tracks. Fielders
are often caught napping; dropping
sitters, missing vital run outs and mis-
fielding to concede precious runs. The
selection committee and coaching as-
pects, which are in a limbo more often
than not, add to the instability and the
uncertainty Pakistan cricket has been
famed for over the years. Amidst this
disarray, while a few supporters are
found dissecting player performanc-
es in an impartial manner each time
Pakistan is defeated, many of them
passionately rally behind their favorite
superstars, often to the extent of blind
devotion. This unwavering loyalty
takes a troubling turn when confronted
with the shortcomings of these icons.
Instead of approaching the matter with
rationality, a subset of fans transforms
into a hostile brigade, vehemently de-
fending their beloved stars even in the
face of evident flaws. The inclination
to put individual players on a pedes-
tal eclipses the broader perspective of
prioritizing the team’s success. Ratio-

nal discourse gives way to an almost
tribal allegiance that sees any critique
of the player in question as a person-
al attack. Emotions override reason.
Constructive criticism is drowned out
by a cacophony of impassioned de-
fenses, creating an echo chamber that
shields the superstar from any form of
accountability. But the players and the
fans they are backed by are not only to
be blamed for the sorry state of affairs.
The very foundation of Pakistan cricket
appears to be built upon a combination
of troubling factors — a lack of purpose,
pervasive dishonesty, blatant favorit-
ism, and the toxic influence of politics.
These systemic issues infiltrate every
aspect of the sport in Pakistan, from
team selection to administrative deci-
sions. A lack of a coherent vision and
the prevalence of unjust practices dim
the prospects for success of an already
fragile outfit. The team’s on-field strug-
gles are surely a cause for concern, but
the realization that the core values gov-
erning Pakistan cricket are tainted by a
lack of transparency and fairness adds
a deeper layer to the frustration felt by
devoted followers. Though a glimmer
of hope always remains, the flame of
passion for fans like me has certainly
dimmed, and the cheers have been re-
placed by a resigned silence. Perhaps
one day, the winds of change will blow,
reigniting the fire that once burned
brightly in my heart and the hearts of
others who share similar sentiments.
Until then, one’s only option is clinging
on to the glories of days past. However,
the cherished reservoir of triumphs is
not immune to the relentless passage of
time—it is a memory that is rapidly fad-
ing away. The recollections of historic
victories, spirited performances, and
a united fan base are like fragments
of a bygone era, slipping through our
fingers. In the ever-changing crick-
eting landscape, the fear lingers that
the dwindling flame of those glorious
moments might one day extinguish en-
tirely, leaving us gazing into a void with
only fading echoes of past cheers.

— About the author:

The author, a seasoned marketing/
communications professional and for-
mer radio broadcaster who resided in
the UAE for many years before settling
in Canada, has penned numerous ar-
ticles covering diverse topics. His pen-
chant for cricket has prompted him to
write extensively on the subject.

Unlocking Prosperity: Decoding Pakistan’s NFC Award - By: Saba Muhabbat

The NFC (National Finance Com-
mission) awards are significant
in Pakistan’s fiscal federalism. It
serves as a mechanism for the fair
distribution of financial resources
from the federal government to the
provinces. By ensuring an equita-
ble allocation of funds, the aim is
to promote balanced development
across the country. At its core, the
NFC Awards is a multi-faceted con-
cept that encompasses various dis-
ciplines. It includes elements of eco-
nomics, politics, and governance,
making it a truly interdisciplinary
subject. The allocation formula
takes into account factors like pop-
ulation, revenue generation, and
social indicators to determine how
resources are distributed among
the provinces. One area where the
NFC award intersects with gender
studies is the allocation of funds
for gender-related initiatives. Rec-
ognizing the importance of gender
equality, the awards can play a piv-
otal role in promoting initiatives
that address gender disparities and
empower marginalized groups. To
better understand the impact of the
NFC awards on gender dynamics, it
is important to explore the concepts
of masculinity and femininity as
social constructs. These constructs

The Israel-Palestine Con-
flict: Seeking a Peaceful
Resolution

The Israel-Palestine conflict is a com-
plex and longstanding issue rooted
in historical, political, and religious
factors. It revolves around competing
claims to the same land and the desire
for self-determination by both parties.
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shape societal norms, expectations,
and roles attributed to different gen-
ders. By analyzing these constructs,
we can gain insights into the chal-
lenges faced by various genders in
Pakistan and work towards creat-
ing a more inclusive society. Anoth-
er interesting aspect to consider is
the ongoing debate between nature
and culture in gender development.
This debate questions whether gen-
der differences primarily stem from
biological factors or if societal influ-
ences predominantly shape them.
The NFC awards can contribute
to this discussion by addressing
gender disparities and promoting
inclusivity in resource allocation.
Within the realm of feminism, the
NFC awards intersect with different
branches of thought. Liberal femi-
nism advocates for equal rights and
opportunities for all genders. Rad-
ical feminism seeks to challenge
and transform patriarchal systems
that perpetuate gender inequality.
Marxist/socialist feminism explores
the intersectionality of gender and
class, analyzing how these factors
influence access to resources. Psy-
choanalytic feminism delves into
the psychological aspects of gender
dynamics, examining how societal
norms impact individual experienc-

Letters to the Editor

The Israeli perspective emphasizes
the need for a secure homeland for
the Jewish people, while the Palestin-
ian perspective focuses on the right to
self-determination and an independent
state. Efforts to resolve the conflict
have been ongoing, but finding a last-
ing solution has proven challenging
due to historical grievances, territorial
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es. By decoding the NFC awards,
we gain a deeper understanding
of its impact on regional develop-
ment, economic stability, and sus-
tainable growth. It provides an op-
portunity to assess its effectiveness,
transparency, and accountability.
Through critical analysis, we can
identify areas for improvement
and suggest measures to enhance
the process of resource allocation.
The NFC (National Finance Com-
mission) awards in Pakistan are a
big deal when it comes to the fair
distribution of money from the
federal government to the prov-
inces. It’s a multidisciplinary topic
that involves economics, politics,
and governance. When it comes to
gender studies, the NFC award can
have an impact on promoting gen-
der equality and empowering mar-
ginalized groups. It also connects
with the debate between nature and
culture in gender development. Dif-
ferent branches of feminism, like
liberal, radical, Marxist/socialist,
and psychoanalytic feminism, can
intersect with the NFC award too.
By understanding and decoding the
NFC awards, we can better analyze
its impact, improve resource alloca-
tion, and work towards a more in-
clusive society.

disputes, and security concerns. Inter-
national actors advocate for a two-state
solution, but reaching a consensus on
specific terms and boundaries remains
elusive. A peaceful resolution requires
meaningful dialogue, compromise, and
a genuine desire for reconciliation from
all parties involved.

Farhatulain Shaikh - Ghotki
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Private Power Infrastructure Board, CERAD,and Huawei jointly
launched the White Paper on Arc Fault Circuit Interruptor (AFCI) for PV = Health Rights, Urges Collective Action Against

Islamabad (Adnan Hameed): PPIB,
CERAD, and Huawei Pakistan on
Tuesday jointly unveiled the White
Paper on Arc Fault Circuit Interrupt-
er (AFCI) for Photovoltaic (PV) sys-
tems, marking a significant stride in
the realm of solar power technology.
The launch, a result of collaborative
efforts with Private Power & Infra-
structure Board (PPIB) and the Cen-
ter for Advanced Research in Engi-
neering and Development (CERAD),
is poised to redefine the landscape
of PV power plant development in
the country. The event, adorned
with a technical white paper launch
ceremony, featured Chief Executive
Officer of Huawei Pakistan, Ethan
Sun, , who in his welcome address,
emphasized importance of the AFCI
in advancing technological frontiers,

Systems in Pakistan

providing a comprehensive reference
for enterprises involved in PV power
plant development. He said the ob-
jective is to establish a foundation
for technological development and
promotions. He said this technical
white paper will serve as a guiding
document for enterprises, enabling
them to continuously enhance their
products in response to evolving situ-
ations and application requirements.
Ethan Sun said this document serves

Jinnah: A charismatic leader who crafts
Pakistan on world’s map by peaceful
democratic struggle Raziq Ali Shah

ISLAMABAD (APP): Father of the
Nation, Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad
Ali Jinnah was the charismatic leader
of the 20th century, whose matchless
peaceful and democratic struggle not
only changed the world geography in
the shape of Pakistan on the globe’s
map but also won applause from across
the borders. Renowned US academics,
historian and writer Stanley Wolpert,
in his famous book Jinnah of Pakistan’
published in 1984 while paying tribute
to Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah said, ” Few individuals significantly
alter the course of history. Fewer still
modify the map of the world. Hardly
anyone can be credited with creating a
nation-state. Muhammad Ali Jinnah did
all three.” Similarly, Nehru’s sister Mrs.
Vijay Lakshmi Pundit was of the view,
“If the Muslim League had 100 Gand-
his and 200 Azads and Congress had
only one Jinnah, then India would not
have been divided.” These remarks are
solid proof that our great leader Quaid
e Azam bravely fought the case of Mus-
lims of the sub-continent and achieved
historical success in the shape of Paki-
stan purely through a democratic and
peaceful struggle. The renowned in-
ternational experts had made a praise-
worthy endeavour, to sum up different
aspects of the life, personality, and
leadership qualities of the great Quaid

during the Pakistan Movement, who
created a separate homeland for the
Muslims of the Subcontinent on August
14, 1947, within seven years of adop-
tion of the historic Pakistan Resolution
at Lahore on March 23, 1940. Pakistan
Resolution had set a clear roadmap for
the Muslims of the subcontinent and
Quaid-e-Azam materialized it through
his visionary leadership. The father of
the Nation had laid always a great em-
phasis on education and constructive
criticism on the government for the
sake of improvement and reformation
rather than for political and personal
gains. Seeing the charisma and strong
determination of Muhammad Ali Jin-
nah, the Muslims got united under the
flag of All India Muslim League (AIML)
founded on December 30, 1906 gave
new impetus to the Independence
and Pakistan Movement. The historic
movement witnessed further accelera-
tion after the historic Allabad address
delivered by the legendary poet Dr
Allama Muhammad Igbal during the
25th annual session of AIML in 1930 in
which he outlined a clear vision of an
independent state for Muslims majority
provinces in northwestern India, thus
becoming the first politician to articu-
late about two nation-theory that Mus-
lims are a distinct nation and deserve
political independence.

Collective issues of South Waziristan’s tribes to
be resolved: Commissioner

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP):Com-
missioner Zafar ul Islam Khattak
Dera region has said that solid mea-
sures would be taken to address
collective issues of all South Wa-
ziristan’s tribes through mutual con-
sultation. He expressed these views
while addressing a jirga of Ahmedzai
wazir tribe’ elders at the upper
camp during his visit to the South
Waziristan Lower’s headquarters
Wana. He said that steps were being
taken to resolve collective issues of
the tribesmen relating to land dis-
putes, complaints against public of-
fices and genuine demands of those
protesting at the border of Angoor
Adda. Deputy Commissioner South
Waziristan Lower Muhammad Nasir

Khan, Deputy Commissioner South
Waziristan Upper Ashfaq Khan, and
Assistant Commissioner Wana Fais-
al Ismail also accompanied him. He
said efforts would be made to build
the road starting from the Wana
area of Kar Kanra after mutual con-
sultation with the tribal community
for the convenience of the popula-
tion. He also highlighted the pos-
itive role of the Ahmad Zai wazir
tribe in the wake of the war against
terrorism, saying the government
was acknowledging their sacrifices.
On this occasion, Malik Alauddin,
Malik Yar Muhammad, Malik Ja-
meel, Malik Tariq, and Malik Syed
Allah Wazir presented their issues
and demands.

Ministry renovates 2,377 houses, flats in Islamabad

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Works
Department (PWD), Ministry of
Housing and Works has upgrad-
ed and renovated as many as 2,385
houses and flats in various sectors
of Islamabad during the last five and
half years. “The PWD has carried out
EM works of as many as 1,365 flats
and houses while around 1,012 civil
work is executed of different catego-
ries, an official in the ministry told
APP. The official said the ministry
has owned as many as 5,253 houses
and flats of categories-I to catego-
ries-V located in various sectors in
the federal capital. He said the Cap-
ital Development Authority (CDA)
was responsible for the maintenance
and renovation of Pak Secretariat,
Islamabad, therefore, no fund has
been spent on ministry’s renovation.
The official said the PWD has start-
ed sending notices to the allottees
of government accommodation in
Sector 1-9/4 about payment of elec-
tric meter bills for water motors in-
stalled at residential blocks. He said

the Finance Division had allocated
funds for payment of utilities in the
relevant heads of accounts of the
users while utility bills of the resi-
dential accommodation including
hostels, rest houses and judicial res-
idences should be paid by the users.
To a question, he said the Ministry
of Housing and Works has allocated
an amount of Rs 5.80 million in the
current financial year 2023-2024 for
electricity bills of Qasr-e-Naz Lodge,
South Zone Karachi due to financial
constraints. “Out of the total Rs 5.80
million, only an amount of Rs 0.87
million have been released at the rate
of 15 percent in this regard so far,” he
added. He said that the Karachi Elec-
tric Supply Company bill was Rs 7.26
million for the month of September,
2023 along with arrears and the
electricity connection had been dis-
connected in June, 2023. As per the
statement of K-Electric, the official
said that the electricity connection
would be restored after payment of
complete amount along with arrears.
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as a comprehensive guide for in-
dustry stakeholders, elucidating the
development background, technical
principles, challenges, features, and
the tangible results of AFCI tech-
nology verification and evaluation.
On the occasion, Managing Director
of Private Power & Infrastructure
Board, Shah Jahan Mirza lauded
Huawei’s commitment to technolog-
ical advancement and expressed op-
timism that the introduction of this
cutting-edge technology would play a
pivotal role in addressing Pakistan’s
power challenges. Shah Jahan Mirza,
in his speech said that the Technical
White Paper on Intelligent DC Arc
Detection (AFCI) for PV Systems,
jointly released by PPIB, CERAD,
and Huawei, serves as a comprehen-
sive guide for the industry.

4 4 magnitude earthquake
jolts Islamabad, other
parts of country

ISLAMABAD (APP): An earthquake
measuring 4.4 on the Richter scale
jolted Islamabad and other parts of
the country in the wee hours of Fri-
day, Dunya News reported. Trem-
ors were also felt in several cities of
Punjab, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and
Kashmir. People came out of their
homes in panic and started reciting
verses from the Holy Quran. No loss
of life and property was reported
from any part of the country due to
earthquake. According to National
Seismic Monitoring Centre, Islam-
abad, the epicenter of the earth-
quake was located in the South-
western Kashmir at the depth of 11
kilometres.

IRSA releases 61,900
cusecs water

ISLAMABAD (APP): Indus River
System Authority IRSA) on Friday
released 61,900 cusecs water from
various rim stations with inflow
of 36,600 cusecs. According to the
data released by IRSA, water level
in River Indus at Tarbela Dam was
1474.77 feet and was 74.77 feet
higher than its dead level of 1,398
feet. Water inflow and outflow in the
dam was recorded as 18,000 cusecs
and 22,000 cusecs respectively. The
water level in River Jhelum at Mang-
la Dam was 1156.55 feet, which was
106.55 feet higher than its dead level
of 1,050 feet. The inflow and outflow
of water was recorded 4,700 cusecs
and 26,000 cusecs respectively. The
release of water at Kalabagh, Taun-
sa , Guddu and Sukkur was record-
ed as 27,800, 31,600, 26,000 and 500
cusecs respectively. Similarly, from
River Kabul, a total of 6,900 cusecs
of water released at Nowshera and
2,000 cusecs released from River
Chenab at Marala.

ECP extends deadline
for nomination papers

ISLAMABAD (APP):The Election
Commission of Pakistan (ECP) has
extended the deadline for submit-
ting nomination papers by two days,
allowing submissions until Sunday.
According to the revised schedule
issued by the Election Commission,
candidates interested in contesting
elections can obtain and submit their
nomination papers from 8:30 am to
4:30 pm until Sunday. The initial list
of candidates is set to be released on
December 24, with the scrutiny of
nomination papers scheduled for De-
cember 25 to December 30. The last
date for filing appeals against the Re-
turning Officers’ decisions on reject-
ing or accepting nomination papers
will be Jan 03 and the final date for
deciding the appeals of candidates
by an appellate tribunal will be Jan
10. The revised list of candidates will
be published on Jan 11 and the last
date for withdrawing one’s candida-
ture is Jan 12. The revised list of can-
didates will be published on Jan 12.
Electoral symbols will be assigned
to candidates on January 13, and the
general elections are scheduled to be
held on February 8. The cost for ac-
quiring the nomination papers is set
at Rs. 100. Each candidate is allowed
to submit a maximum of five nomi-
nation papers, each with different
endorsers.
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SAPM Mushaal Hussein Mullick Champions

‘White Poisons’ at PANAH Event

Islamabad (Adnan Hameed): Special
Assistant to the Prime Minister for
Human Rights and Women Empow-
erment, Mushaal Hussein Mullick,
has declared health a basic right of
all individuals. She has highlighted
the link between mental and phys-
ical health, healthy dietary choices,
and lifestyle. Speaking as the Chief
Guest at a media and civil society
awareness campaign organized by
the Pakistan National Heart Asso-
ciation (PANAH), Mushaal under-
scored the pivotal role of a balanced
lifestyle in fostering overall health.
The event was attended by Surgeon
General (Rtd.) Kamal Akbar, Sabi-
en Hussein Mullick (Focal Person to
SAPM), Sanaullah Ghumman (Sec-
retary General PANAH), Munawar
Hussain (Advocacy consultant), Abid
Abbassi (President Rawalpindi/Is-
lamabad Union of Journalists), and
other prominent personalities from
the media and civil society. The event
was a platform to promote awareness
and dialogue on the crucial link be-
tween health, nutrition, and lifestyle
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choices. Mushaal expressed deep
concern over the alarming statis-
tic that places Pakistan as the third
highest in the world for diabetes cas-
es. She urged individuals not to take
their health for granted. She stressed
that adopting proper dietary habits
and incorporating regular physi-
cal exercise could serve as effective
preventive measures against numer-
ous diseases. Mushaal advocated for
efforts to raise awareness among
mothers about their children’s diets,
emphasizing the profound impact on
the health of future generations. She
underscored that schools and col-
leges should also be included in these
awareness campaigns as educational
institutions are where many children
develop dietary habits, both positive
and negative.

Motorists asked to drive carefully
during foggy season

ISLAMABAD (APP): The traffic po-
lice and Motorways Police on Fri-
day expanded its awareness drives
and appealed to motorists to drive
carefully especially during the night
hours and in the morning during the
formation of fog to avoid accidents.
National Highway & Motorway Po-
lice (NHMP) spokesperson talking
to a private news channel asked
travellers and tourists to avoid un-
necessary mobility and must keep
fog lights turned on duration of their
journey on highways and motorways.
He explained that the thick fog has
badly affected the flow of road traffic
in several cities of Punjab and KPK,

adding, that people through media
platforms have repeatedly been re-
quested to stay home and avoid un-
necessary traveling. He said that the
load of the traffic has increased in the
cities due to the closure of the Motor-
way, and further directed the traffic
officers to use reflectors and flasher
lights as indicators for the drivers.
“Avoid overtaking other cars when
there is fog because it becomes diffi-
cult to judge the distance,” he added.
He said motorists must carefully lis-
ten to awareness messages dissem-
inated by police via social media to
avoid crashes during this inclement
weather conditions.

Tourist resorts witnessing rush after children’s
winter holidays: report

ISLAMABAD (APP): With the start
of children’s winter holidays, most
of the tourist resorts of Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, especially those in AJK,
Abbottabad, Swat, Naran, Kaghan,
and Malam Jabba have been wit-
nessing a huge rush of visitors who
are enjoying the picturesque beau-
ty of hill stations with their family
members. Famous hilly tourist desti-
nations in Pakistan are no less than
any other international vacation
spots as scenic views and beautiful
landscapes have been enhancing
the beauty of nature during snow-
fall season every year, said a report
aired by a private news channel. Ac-
cording to residents of the Northern
parts, a large number of families
have planned to visit these areas
with their families to enjoy the pic-

turesque beauty of hilly areas and
enjoy snowfall, taking advantage of
winter vacations, adding, several lo-
cal as well as international tourists
was witnessing significant increase
after the first snowfall of the season.
According to visitors, like every year
this year too many tourists are inter-
ested in seeing snowfall, and winter
vacations are the best opportunity
for families to plan their trips to the
beautiful hilly areas. Hill stations
in Pakistan are the perfect option
to spend an adventurous and fun-
filled vacation with your friends and
family, said a group of youngsters.
Malam Jabba is a world-famous
paradise for tourists. The charming
green valleys, pastures, and mead-
ows are the main source of attrac-
tion for people,” said a local.

Gule-Daudi exhibition to be held in current month

MULTAN (APP): The annual chry-
santhemum  (Gul-e-Daudi) ex-
hibition organized by the Parks
and Horticulture Authority (PHA)
would be held in the current month
to provide recreational activities
to citizens. Additional Secretary
Housing Rana Akhlaq Ahmad ex-
pressed these views during a tree
plantation drive at Quaid-e-Azam
Park here on Friday. Director Ad-
min and Finance Muhammad
Akhtar Mundhera, Director Engi-
neering Adnan Butt and Deputy
Director Horticulture Chaudhary
Ghulam Nabi were also present.

He said that PHA was committed to
making Multan city green and the
department has been given the task
of planting shady trees in green
belts and parks of the city. The tree
plantation was being made at the
entrance and exit points of the city
while the plantation of local shady
trees was underway at Shujaabad,
Matital, and other places. He fur-
ther said that PHA Multan has been
given the task of planting more
trees. PHA was taking steps to pro-
vide facilities to people and con-
struction projects in new parks will
be completed soon, he concluded.

Sale of second-hand winter clothes
gains momentum Farhat Fatima

ISLAMABAD (APP): The sale of win-
ter clothes, particularly second-hand,
has gained momentum as many stalls
selling woollies can be seen in differ-
ent areas of the Federal capital - the
latest rising trend of second-hand
stuff is going to overtake fast fash-
ion in the next few years. Heaps of
second-hand quilts, blankets and
rugs are up for sale at weekly Sun-
day bazaars. The main advantage of
buying second-hand clothing is that
it is much cheaper than buying new.
All kinds of wear and accessories in-
cluding gloves, woolen hats, mufflers,
pullovers, sweaters, shirts and jackets
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are also seen hanging in front of shops
and stalls of weekly bazaars. Crowds
of people, both poor and rich, can be
seen bargaining with retailers in mar-
kets and Sunday bazaars. According
to the World Economic Forum, the
market value of secondhand clothing
has reached $24 billion by 2018 and
is expected to double in the middle of
the next decade. Muhammad Khan,
a buyer at H-9 Weekly Bazaar said
that second-hand clothes were once
affordable for the people but now the
exorbitant rates of clothes in these
bazaars have created a sense of frus-
tration among them.
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11-member team appointed to monitor
election campaigns in Dera

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): An
11-member team has been appoint-
ed to monitor the election campaigns
of political parties and candidates
during the upcoming general elec-
tions in the district. According to
notification issued by Election Com-
mission of Pakistan (ECP) Additional
Deputy Commissioner Ahad Yousaf
has been appointed as the District
Monitoring Officer(DMO) for Dera
Ismail Khan district. Other members
of the team included Tehsil Munic-
ipal Officer Paharpur Hamidullah
Khan and Principal Government
High school Paniala Nawab Khan
for PK-111, Dera Ismail Khan-I, Ex-
ecutive Engineer Irrigation Paharpur
Division Muhammad Rizwan and
Assistant Excise and Taxation Of-
ficer Faheem Nawaz Khan for PK-

112 Dera Ismail Khan II. Similarly,
Deputy Controller Examinations of
Gomal University Muhammad Irfan
Khan and Tehsil Municipal Officer
Dera Muhammad Ajmal Khan have
been appointed as monitoring offi-
cers for PK-113 Dera Ismail Khan
III. For PK-114 Dera Ismail Khan
IV, District Health Officer Dr. Mah-
mood Jan and Assistant Accountant
Sher Wahab while Secretary of the
Dera education board Muhammad
Rahman and Assistant Finance Of-
ficer Qudratullah Khan to monitor
election campaign for Pk 115, Dera
Ismail Khan-V. These officers would
monitor election campaigns of polit-
ical parties and candidates in their
respective Constituencies in light of
code of conduct notified by the elec-
tion commission in this regard.

Dist admin to ensure fire safety measures in
commercial buildings, business centres

MULTAN (APP): District administra-
tion has decided to ensure fire safety
measures in commercial buildings and
business centers. Deputy Commis-
sioner Rizwan Qadeer expressed these
views while presiding over a fire safe-
ty committee meeting here on Friday.
District Emergency Officer Rescue
1122 Dr. Muhammad Kaleem, Assis-
tant Commissioners, and representa-
tives of district departments attended
the meeting. He ordered the depart-
ments concerned to seal plazas and

markets over not making fire-fighting
safety arrangements. The survey of
dangerous and dilapidated buildings
has also been started and warning no-
tices served to the City Tower, Sharif
Complex, Mall of Cantt and Multan
Trade Center. Rizwan said that NOC
would not be given to any building
without a fire system and building
laws. He directed the Municipal Cor-
poration to take strict action against
the owners of dilapidated buildings in
walled city areas.

Pakistan Railways to expand 96 trains network
till Monday

ISLAMABAD (APP): In a bid to ac-
commodate passengers, Pakistan Rail-
ways would expand the network of its
express trains to 96 till December 25,
running all over the country to better
felicitate the commuters. “Before com-
pleting the network of 96 trains over
the entire railway network, the last
year the figure of trains is 86 which
will be improved after the concentrate
efforts of the department,” an official
in the Ministry told APP. He said the
facilities being provided to the pas-
sengers at railway stations include
waiting rooms, vending stalls, station
restaurants, wheel chairs, information
desk, computer reservation facilities,
public address system to inform pub-

lic about arrival/departure of trains,
provision of paramedics and 1st aid
facility, online reservation facility, pas-
senger insurance service and revival
of help desks at stations facilities in
trains. To a question, he said the over-
all punctuality ratio of trains has im-
proved from 76 to 93 percent in three
months owing to close monitoring
and stern measures taken by Pakistan
Railways at the divisional and ministry
levels. “With the punctuality of trains
and concrete measures taken by the
department in last three months, the
number of passengers has increased
by over 20 million, which is ample
proof of the department’s achieve-
ment,” he added.

ANF launches operation to rehabilitate drug
addicts in Peshawar

RAWALPINDI (APP): Anti-Narcotics
Force (ANF) has launched an opera-
tion in Peshawar to rehabilitate drug
addicts. Operation “Da Haq Awaaz”
was conducted with the support of Re-
habilitation Center Peshawar. The op-
eration was conducted in Hayatabad,
Factory Market and Industrial Area.
Initially, 26 drug addicts were shift-
ed to ‘Da Haq Awaaz’ Rehabilitation
Center Peshawar and provided with
clothes, food and bedding according
to hygiene rules. Blood screening of

these individuals was done to deter-
mine drug addiction. The best medical
facilities are being provided to these
people during the rehabilitation pro-
cess. Efforts are also being made to
search for the families of the victims.
The district administration and social
welfare department fully cooperated
in the operation. In the next phase,
100 more drug addicts would be reha-
bilitated. The aim of the operation is to
make the drug addicts useful citizens
of the society, the spokesman said.

Three dacoits arrested days after snatching Rs
350,000 from company official

MULTAN (APP):Local police have ar-
rested three dacoits and recovered Rs
350,000 cash they had snatched from
manager of a medicine company four
days back, police said on Friday. Po-
lice spokesman said that an employee
of the company was among those ar-
rested for being involved in the crim-
inal activity. Abid Sohail, the manager
of Khan Medicine Enterprises, told
police that Abid and another employ-
ee Usman were on a regular visit for
recovery from medical stores. When
they reached near Al-Khalil mosque,
two unknown accused snatched Rs

350,000 cash at gun point and es-
caped. Daulat gate police had reached
the site, registered FIR and started
investigations under supervision of
SP City Hassan Raza Khakhi. SDPO
Shahzad Gull, SHO Shoaib Ahmad
and their team arrested the three ac-
cused including Usman alias Seth, the
employee of the company. The other
two accused arrested included She-
heryar alias Shery and Akash. Police
recovered Rs 350,000 cash and the
weapon used in the crime. CPO Sadiq
Ali appreciated the police team on
their success.

Global peace can be achieved by uniting
people across all faiths: Mushaal

ISLAMABAD (APP): Special Assistant
to Prime Minister for Human Rights
and Women Empowerment, Mushaal
Hussein Mullick, has emphasized that
true global peace can be achieved
through the unity of people from di-
verse faiths. Speaking at a Christmas
cake-cutting ceremony arranged by
the Nazriya Pakistan Council, she un-
derscored the importance of fostering
harmony and understanding among
individuals of different religious back-
grounds. Sabien Hussein Mullick
(Focal Person to SAPM), Mian Javed

(Chairman Nazriya Pakistan Council),
Manzoor Maseh (Executive Member
Nazriya Pakistan Council), Faisal Za-
hid Malik, Salahuddin (Former High
Commissioner of Pakistan to United
Kingdom), Ms. Nargis and Mr. Kha-
lid Suleri were among the attendees.
Mushaal highlighted the universal
values of love, sacrifice and peace em-
bedded in every religion. She said that
during her meeting with Vatican pope
she had emphasized fostering Multi-
Faith Harmony as a key driver for en-
during global peace.
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Educationist advocates for meaningful engagement of kids during

ISLAMABAD (APP): An educationist
on Friday emphasised the importance
of purposeful activities to keep chil-
dren intellectually stimulated during
the winter breaks. “Winter breaks
are not just about leisure; they are
a valuable time to enhance a child’s
cognitive abilities and creativity,” Dr.
Ayesha told a private news channel,
urging parents to consider activities
that foster both the academic and
personal development of kids. She
suggested incorporating structured
learning opportunities into the break,

1100 liter adulterated milk,
800 rotton eggs wasted

MUZAFFARGARH (APP): Food
safety team wasted about 1100 liter
adulterated milk and rotten eggs at
Chenab Bridge and Multan Road
respectively here Friday morning.
According to spokesman of Punjab
Food Authority (PFA) the measure
was taken after holding blockage
at the said points simultaneously by
the food safety teams. There were
clear traces of water and powder
found in the milk when got checked
through lactometer device whereas
the eggs were spotted as rotten and
smelly to be used for manufacturing
cakes and biscuits, it was said. All
external and internal routs of the
city have been fortified to contain
entry of unhealthy and adulterated
eatables into the district, said offi-
cial of PFA.

DIKhan police arrest
mobile phones snatcher

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): The
district police of DIKhan arrested a
thief and recovered four stolen mo-
bile phones from his possession in
the limits of Parowa police station
on Friday. According to the police
spokesman, Parowa police station
received the complaint from Saadul-
lah son of Ghulam Muhammad resi-
dent of Jhok Sikandar that a person
named Amanullah broke the lock of
his mobile phone shop and stole 07
mobile phones from different com-
panies. After receiving complaint
Parowa Police Station under the
leadership of SDPO Parowa Circle
Anwar Khattak along with SHO Bi-
lal Khan took immediate action and
arrested the accused Amanullah
son of Faiz Muhammad resident of
Parowa as per the rules. Police re-
covered 04 mobile phones and cash
from 3 sold mobile phones amount-
ing to Rs. 40000/- from the posses-
sion of the accused.

Christmas cake-cutting
ceremony held

FAISALABAD (APP): A Christmas
cake-cutting ceremony was organ-
ised at Faisalabad Development
Authority (FDA) complex to ex-
press solidarity with the Christian
employees. FDA Additional Direc-
tor General Junaid Hasan Manj,
Sadaqat Ali Baloch, Revolutionary
Workers Union President and oth-
er officials and staff cut the cake,
along with the Christian employees
and greeted them on their religious
event. He said the Christian employ-
ees were playing an equal role in the
public service and stability of the in-
stitution. The Christian employees
thanked all FDA officers and said
that they would spare no effort in
fulfilling their departmental respon-
sibilities.

RPO pins SP rank’s badge
to newly promoted officer

DERA ISMAIL KHAN (APP): Re-
gional Police Officer (RPO) Dera
Ismail Khan, Nasir Mehmood Satti
along with District Police Officer
Abdul Rauf Babar Qaisrani on Fri-
day pinned badge of Superintendent
of Police (SP) rank to newly promot-
ed police officer Arshad Mehmood.
The RPO congratulated the pro-
moted officer on his promotion and
wished him all the best in the future.
Speaking on the occasion, the RPO
said the promoted officer achieved
this position with hard work and
ability, adding, the departmental
promotions and higher ranks actu-
ally reflected additional responsibil-
ities.
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including reading challenges where
kids explore diverse genres or even
take on writing projects to express
their thoughts. She stressed the need
for family engagement in education-
al games, as it not only reinforces

learning but also strengthens the
parent-child bond. Board games, puz-
zles, and even strategic video games
can be valuable when enjoyed togeth-
er. Sadia also recommended hands-
on learning for children through
experiments and projects. “Simple
science experiments related to win-
ter phenomena can ignite curiosity.
From creating a mini-snowstorm in
a mini jar to studying the science be-
hind frost, these activities stimulate a
child’s interest in the world around
them.

Wheat sowing completed over 99.63% areas,
crop sown over 22.14 mln acres: Commissioner

ISLAMABAD (APP): The wheat crop
has been sown across more than
22.14 million acres of land in various
crop-growing regions during the cur-
rent Rabi season in order to meet sta-
ple food requirements as well as to
maintain strategic reserves through-
out the year. The crop sowing tar-
gets for the current season (2023-24)
were fixed at 22.23 million acres as
the cultivation targets achieved by
99.63 per cent, said Food Security
Commissioner Imtiaz Ali Gopang on
Friday. The crop sowing was in full
swing across the wheat-producing
areas in the country as Punjab Prov-
ince has surpassed its wheat sowing
targets and completed cultivation of
over 103.08 per cent of areas against
the set targets, he added. The Pun-
jab, which is the largest wheat-pro-

ducing province of the country, has
completed crop sowing over 16.48
million acres as compared to the
fixed targets of 16.00 million acres
during the current season, he said
adding that more areas to come un-
der crop cultivation during the days
to come. Meanwhile, Sindh Province
has achieved 94.76 per cent of its
targets as wheat cultivation in dif-
ferent divisions of the province was
completed over 2.82 million acres as
against the set targets of 2.97 million
acres, he added. So far the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa has achieved wheat
sowing over 98.72 per cent of its
set targets and crop cultivation was
completed over 1.90 million acres as
compared to the set targets of 1.93
million acres during the current sow-
ing season, he added.

Financial help cheques given to THQ hospitals,
vocational institutes

SIALKOT (APP): Additional Deputy
Commissioner (ADC) General Syed
Asad Raza Kazmi, on behalf of the
District Zakat Committee Sialkot,
handed over cheques worth Rs. 2.485
million to Tehsil Headquarters (THQ)
hospitals of Daska, Pasrur and Sam-
briral for treatment of the deserving
patients, according to a press release
issued here on Friday. The ADC-G
also handed over cheques worth Rs.
9.604 million for three vocational
training institutes, the first install-
ment of MORA [Ministry of Religious
Affairs] scholarships (Technical)
for technical education to deserving
students and cheques for the year
2023-2024 were distributed to the

heads of institutions. According to
details, Rs. 4.124 million were given
to Vocational Training Institute Boys
Sialkot, Rs. 2.060 million to the Voca-
tional Training Institute Sialkot and
Rs. 3.420 million to Vocational Train-
ing Institute Pasrur. For treatment of
deserving patients, Health Welfare
Committee of THQ Hospital Daska
was given Rs.1.380 million and THQ
Hospital Pasrur Rs. 644,000. Assis-
tant Commissioner Sialkot Ghulam
Sarwar, District Zakat Officer Sialkot
Muhammad Zaheer Ashraf, Deputy
Director (DD) Social Welfare Sharif
Ghuman, Principal Vocational Train-
ing Institutes and Medical Social Offi-
cers were also present.

Education minister for reforming examination,
assessment system

KARACHI (APP): The Caretaker
Federal Minister for Education and
Professional Training, Madad Ali
Sindhi, Friday, stressed the need for
a paradigm shift in educational ex-
aminations and assessment systems
to align them with the requirements
of the era of modern technology.
Examinations and assessment were
pillars of the educational system and
we have to adopt those measures
which encourage critical thinking,
creative abilities and practical im-
plementation of knowledge, he said
while addressing the inaugural ses-
sion of the 2-day IBCC 1st Annual
Conference titled “ Examination and
Assessment Practices in Pakistan”.
The conference, organized by the In-
ter Board Coordination Commission
(IBCC) here at a private university,
was attended by vice-chancellors of

universities, chairmen of different
boards of education from across the
country, academicians, teaching fac-
ulty and students. Madad Ali Sindh,
addressing the occasion, said that
with extensive research and advent
of modern technologies education-
al scenarios around the globe were
transforming rapidly and it was
essential for Pakistan to bring nec-
essary changes in its examination
and assessment systems according-
ly. Underscoring the significance of
utilizing advanced technologies in
assessment the minister stated that
the use of digital technology in the
examination could help improve the
educational system. He also urged
the need to take pivotal steps for
maintaining standards of fairness,
honesty and transparency in the sys-
tem.

PNCA in collaboration with Saira Peter
arranged special Christmas celebrations

ISLAMABAD (APP): Pakistan Na-
tional Council of the Arts (PNCA)
in collaboration with Saira Peter
arranged special Christmas cele-
brations here at PNCA, Auditori-
um on Friday titled “Bethlehem’s
Christmas”. Federal Minister for
National Heritage and Culture Ja-
mal Shah was the chief guest on
the occasion, with Adviser and
Culture Expert Muhammad Kashif
Irshad and Director General PNCA
Muhammad Ayuob Jamali also in
attendance and Zafar Francis mod-
erated the overall programme. The
event began with a video message
by a Palestinian pastor explaining
how Palestinian churches are not
celebrating Christmas this year
due to the horrific bloodshed and
tragedy befalling Palestine’s chil-
dren. Accompanied by a backdrop
of powerful images, Sufi opera
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singer Saira Peter performed songs
themed around Palestine’s suffer-
ing children, calling for interfaith
harmony and an end to violence.
The programme also featured vid-
eo messages of peace from around
the world. In his remarks, Federal
Minister Jamal Shah highly praised
Saira Peter for collaborating with
PNCA to mark Christmas in a be-
fitting manner. He said that the role
of the Christian community is of
key importance in the prosperity of
the country. The Federal Minister
commended Saira Peter’s demon-
stration that music is much more
than entertainment, remarking on
the power of the Arts to communi-
cate society’s issues. He cited her
moving depiction of the Palestinian
genocide through a potent combi-
nation of songs, carols and images
which could not be ignored.
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Tesla acquires land for Shanghai Megapack battery factory

SHANGHAI (Agencies): Tesla Inc
has acquired land to build its Shang-
hai Megapack factory that will have
capacity to produce 10,000 battery
packs a year, according to a compa-
ny representative, paving the way
for construction to begin. The US
electric vehicle maker, which also
runs other projects like energy stor-
age and super computers, previous-
ly said construction for the facility
was scheduled to start in the third

e

quarter of this year and production
would begin in the second quarter
of 2024. Most of the megapacks
manufactured will be for export.
The Shanghai location is Tesla’s

second dedicated Megapack factory,
following the Lathrop plant in Cali-
fornia. Tesla’s EV facility in Nevada
can also make the Megapack. Tes-
la’s energy generation business is
a fast growing revenue stream. The
unit recorded US$1.6 billion in rev-
enue in the third quarter, up 40%,
driven by sales of the Megapack, a
battery that helps stabilise the grid
and prevent outages, according to
company reports.

Blackstone to buy 80% of Sony Payment unit for US$280mil

NEW YORK (Agencies): Blackstone
Inc. will take a majority stake in a
payment service provider under Sony
Group Corp. for about US$280 mil-
lion, a person familiar with the matter
said. The world’s largest alternative
asset manager will buy 80% of Sony
Payment Services Inc in a transaction
that is expected to be announced as
soon as Friday, said the person, who
asked not to be identified because
the matter is private. A representa-
tive for Blackstone declined to com-
ment. Sony didn’t respond to requests
for comment. A household name for
its electronics and entertainment of-

ferings, Sony Group also operates a
financial services business which in-
cludes Sony Bank and its subsidiary
Sony Payment. Sony Bank will keep
a 20% minority stake in the payment
business, which is valued in total at
50 billion yen (US$350 million), the
person said. Shares of Sony Group
were little changed in early Tokyo

trading Friday. The deal comes as
more Japanese corporations become
open to selling off non-core business
holdings, mainly to private equity in-
vestors eager to increase the value of
the operations. Last month, Panason-
ic Holdings Corp. said it plans to sell
part of its automotive systems unit to
an affiliate of Apollo Global Manage-
ment Inc. Sony Payment offers pay-
ment processing services for business
clients, similar to Block Inc’s Square.
In Japan, nearly two-thirds of pay-
ments are still made in cash, signal-
ing potential for growth of electronic
payments.

Policy interest rates likely peaked, but descent will be slow;says Fitch Ratings

PETALING JAYA (Agencies): Policy
interest rates in the US, the Euro-
zone, and the UK have now likely
reached peaks for this tightening
cycle, after being on hold since the
third quarter of 2023 (Q3 2023),
said Fitch Ratings.Henceforth, it
is expected to see rate cuts by the
US Federal Reserve (Fed), the Euro-
pean Central Bank (ECB), and the
Bank of England (BOE), although
easing will be slower and shallower
than currently expected by financial
markets. “We expect policy rates to
fall 75 basis points by the end of
2024 in all three economies, taking

the Fed Funds rate (upper band)
to 4.75%, the ECB Main Refinanc-
ing Rate to 3.75% and BOE Bank
Rate to 4.5%,” said the credit rating
agency in a statement. It noted that
major central banks have kept their
policy rates unchanged in recent
months. “Concurrently, headline
consumer price index (CPI) infla-

tion rates have fallen quite quick-
ly, with earlier monetary policy
tightening resulting in household
and corporate credit flows slowing
rapidly,” it said. Fitch Ratings also
pointed out that the US household
debt growth (seasonally adjusted
annual rate) fell in Q3 2023 to 2.5%
and non-financial corporate debt
growth slowed to just 1.5%, well
down on rates seen in late 2022.
“The fall in credit growth is even
more pronounced in the Eurozone,
where household and corporate
credit growth rates fell to the lowest
levels seen in many years.

Cybertruck designer says stainless steel pickup is no experiment

LOS ANGELES (Agencies): The an-
gular, polarising design of the Cy-
bertruck will help boost the Tesla
brand, the electric vehicle maker’s
chief designer said on Thursday,
adding that the pickup was no exper-
iment. “Love it or hate it, it’s a con-
versation starter, and it gets people
talking about the brand,” Tesla chief
designer Franz von Holzhausen said
at the Petersen Automotive Museum
in Los Angeles, which is adding Cy-
bertruck models to a Tesla exhibit.
The long-delayed Cybertruck starts
at a price of US$60,990, over 50%
more than what CEO Elon Musk

had touted in 2019, with a small-
er range than originally promised.
But it is drawing interest from peo-
ple who have never owned a truck,
with some potential owners queuing
up for it at some Tesla showrooms,
von Holzhausen said. “Just because
it looks different doesn’t mean that
it can’t be potentially a high volume

vehicle,” he added, saying the pick-
up measures up to the performance
of traditional rivals. “There seems to
be this air of doubt.” “We’re bring-
ing people into the market that
never would have owned a truck
before,” von Holzhausen said. “And
so I don’t think it’s an experiment.”
The stainless-steel clad truck is all
angles, in part because a tradition-
al press can’t bend the steel into
curves. The Lamborghini Countach,
also an aggressively angular car,
had also inspired the design, as had
Lockheed’s F-117 Stealth Fighter
jet, von Holzhausen said.

Musk blasts public markets, says indexing has ‘gone too far’

NEW YORK (Agencies): Elon Musk
is lashing out at the state of US fi-
nancial markets. In a wide-ranging
talk with ARK Investment Manage-
ment’s Cathie Wood Thursday, he be-
moaned the high regulatory burden
faced by publicly traded companies,
the pressure from shareholders that
limits efficiency, and how passive
investing is stoking volatility. The
complaints add to a litany of griev-
ances Musk has raised over the years
about the tradeoffs of tapping public
markets to build some of his many
ventures. His disdain for the rigid-

ity of US securltles laws has some-
times led to trouble with regulators,
including a high-profile fight with
watchdogs over tweets about Tesla
Inc. Musk is also the chief executive
of SpaceX, one of the world’s most
valuable closely held companies.
“There’s a lot of pressure, like im-

mense pressure on a public company
to not have a bad quarter. So this can
actually result in a less efficient op-
eration where you’re going to great
lengths at the end of the quarter to
not disappoint people,” Musk said
in a Spaces discussion streamed
live on the social-media platform X.
The “time horizons do not match be-
tween investors versus a company’s
long-term vision.” Musk has tangled
in the past with the Securities and
Exchange Commission, which he
dubbed the “Shortseller Enrichment
Commission” in 2018.

Apple can'’t repair older out-of-warranty watches during ban

CUPERTINO (Agencies): Apple cus-
tomer service teams were informed
in a company memo this week that it
will no longer replace out-of-warran-
ty models going back to Apple Watch
Series 6, Bloomberg News reported
on Thursday. The iPhone maker is in
the midst of a patent dispute related
to a technology used in newer mod-
els of its watch. Apple said on Mon-
day it would pause sales of its Series
9 and Ultra 2 smartwatches in the US
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from this week, in relation to the pat-
ent dispute over the technology that
enables the blood oxygen feature on
the devices. If a customer has a bro-
ken screen, for instance, they won’t

be able to get the issue fixed by Ap-
ple, Bloomberg News said, adding
that the company will still offer help
that can be done via software, such
as reinstalling the operating sys-
tem. Company representatives were
told to inform affected customers
that they will be contacted when
hardware replacements are allowed
again, according to the report. Apple
did not immediately respond to a Re-
uters request for comment.

Sony PlayStation 5 sales cross 50 million units

TOKYO (Agencies): Sales of Sony’s
PlayStation 5 have crossed 50 million
units, the Japanese electronics giant
said, pointing to “strong momentum”
this year for its flagship gaming con-
sole. The PS5 was launched in No-
vember 2020, with the world in the
grip of the Covid pandemic, and its
sales initially suffered because of
widespread supply chain problems
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and a global chip shortage. Still,
the PS5 reached the 50-million-unit
milestone in almost the same period

as its predecessor, the PS4, with Sony
saying its flagship console enjoyed
“strong momentum” in 2023. “We’re
thrilled that this is the first holiday
season since launch that we have a
full supply of PS5 consoles — so any-
one who wants to get one can get
one,” Jim Ryan, president and CEO
of Sony Interactive Entertainment,
said in a statement Wednesday.
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BMWTesla,other used EVs are provmg tough to sell

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): The shift
away from cars with dirty combus-
tion engines is running into a new
hurdle: Drivers don’t want to buy
used electric vehicles, and that’s un-
dermining the market for new ones,
too. In the US$1.2 trillion secondhand
market, prices for battery-powered
cars are falling faster than for their
combustion-engine cousins. Buyers
are shunning them due to a lack of
subsidies, a desire to wait for better
technology and continued shortfalls
in charging infrastructures. A fierce
price war sparked by Tesla Inc and
competitive Chinese models are fur-
ther depressing values of new and
used cars alike, threatening earnings
at rivals like Volkswagen AG and
Stellantis NV. Because most new ve-
hicles in Europe are sold via leases,

automakers and dealers who finance
these transactions are trying to recov-
er losses from plummeting valuations
by raising borrowing costs. That’s
hitting demand in some European
markets that were in the vanguard of
the shift away from fossil fuel-pow-
ered propulsion. Some of the biggest
buyers of new cars, including rental
firms, are cutting back on EV adop-
tion because they’re losing money on
resales, with Sixt SE dropping Tesla
models from its fleet.

Tencent, NetEase plunge after China’s latest

online gaming curbs

BEIJING (Agencies): Chinese regula-
tors will curb excessive spending and
rewards that encourage online gam-
ing, laying down the latest tighten-
ing measures for the world’s biggest
mobile games arena. Tencent Hold-
ings Ltd slid as much as 6.7% while
smaller rival NetEase Inc dived 10%
after regulators published new draft
regulations online that also warned
developers to store all data locally
and avoid revealing state secrets in
their content. Beijing in recent years
has sought to combat gaming addic-
tion, blaming online entertainment
for the rise of myopia among youths.
The government now wants to dis-
courage high spending within online
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titles and will ban the use of rewards
to encourage gamers to log on regu-
larly, the National Press and Publica-
tion Administration said in draft rules
on its website. At the height of the
tech crackdown, China’s government
froze approvals for new titles and
launched several investigations into
content, forcing developers to modify
certain games.

Counterfeit Novo diabetes drug floods
US supply chain

NEW YORK (Agencies): The US
Food and Drug Administration on
Thursday warned consumers not
to use counterfeit versions of Novo
Nordisk’s diabetes drug Ozempic
that have been found in the coun-
try’s drug supply chain. The health
regulator said it will continue to
investigate counterfeit Ozempic 1
milligram injections and has seized
thousands of units, but flagged that
some may still be available for pur-
chase. Danish drugmaker Novo
Nordisk and the FDA are testing the
seized products and do not yet have
information about the drugs’ identi-
ty, quality or safety, the agency said.
Novo said the seizures took place in
warehouses outside the company’s

authorised supply chain. The agen-
cy said the needles from the seized
injections are counterfeit and their
sterility cannot be confirmed, which
presents an additional risk of infec-
tion for patients. Other confirmed
counterfeit components from the
seized products include the pen la-
bel and accompanying information
about the healthcare professional
and patient as well as the carton.

Japan’s inflation slows to 2.5% in November as
energy bills drop

TOKYO (Agencies): Japanese con-
sumer inflation slowed to 2.5% year-
on-year in November, down from
2.9% the previous month, as electrici-
ty and gas bills declined, government
data showed Friday. The figure for the
world’s third-largest economy, which
excludes volatile fresh food prices,
was in line with market expectations
in a Bloomberg survey. It is the low-
est increase in prices since July 2022,
as electricity and gas bills declined
while the cost of accommodation and
telecommunications rose, according

to the internal affairs ministry. The
data comes after the Bank of Japan
(BOJ) earlier this week maintained
its long-standing, ultra-loose mone-
tary policy and offered no guidance
on its plans for the new year, sending
the yen down against the dollar and
boosting stocks. Inflation slowed “as
prices of (processed) food soared the
previous year, while price increases
(for November) have somewhat set-
tled down,” chief economist Yoshiki
Shinke of Dai-ichi Life Research In-
stitute told AFP.

Dollar sinks to 4-month low ahead of
US inflation test

SINGAPORE (Agencies): The dollar
languished near a more than four-
month low on Friday ahead of a read-
ing on a key US inflation gauge due
later in the day, which will provide
further clarity on how much room
the Federal Reserve has to cut inter-
est rates next year. The greenback hit
a five-month trough against the New
Zealand dollar and a three-week low
against the euro in early Asia trade, re-
suming its decline after a sudden bout

of risk aversion in New York hours on
Wednesday led to a selloff in US stocks
and a rise in the dollar. The kiwi was
last 0.03% higher at US$0.6296 after
hitting a session high of US$0.6298,
while the euro peaked at US$1.10125.
Focus now turns to Friday’s US core
personal consumption expenditures
(PCE) print — the Fed’s preferred
measure of underlying inflation —
for clues on how far inflation in the
world’s largest economy is slowing.

Asian stocks see slim weekly gain,await US
inflation

SINGAPORE (Agencies): Asian
stocks were poised to eke out gains
for the final full trading week of the
year on Friday, while the dollar eyed
a loss as investors look to 2024 as a
year of steep US rate cuts. MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares
outside Japan went up 0.3% in early
trade. For the week the index is very
marginally higher. Banking shares
helped Japan’s Nikkei rise 0.2%. The
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euro poked above US$1.10. Mar-
kets have been in a festive mood for
weeks as inflation data around the
world has showed a slowdown and
the Federal Reserve signalled it was
done raising interest rates. Two-year
US Treasury yields are down al-
most 38 basis points in a week and
a half and fell 2 bps overnight when
third-quarter US core PCE inflation
was revised down to 2%.
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Liverpool host Arsenal in battle for Premier League Christmas No. 1

LONDON (Agencies): Liverpool and
Arsenal will battle for the Christmas
No. 1 spot when they meet on Sat-
urday, each with a golden chance
to open up a significant lead over
absent champions Manchester City.
If there is not a winner at Anfield,
third-placed Aston Villa could be top
at Christmas for the first time since
1999 should their phenomenal home
form continue against bottom-of-
the-table Sheffield United. The fes-
tive Premier League program also
features Manchester United’s trip
to West Ham and in-form Everton’s

visit to fifth-placed Tottenham. Here
are the three talking points ahead of
the weekend action. Arsenal sit top
of the Premier League table with 39
points from 17 matches, one ahead
of Liverpool and five clear of Man-

chester City, who are on Club World
Cup duty in Saudi Arabia. The de-
fending champions’ run of one win
in six games prior to heading to the
Gulf has opened the door to a fasci-
nating title race. If the Gunners win
at Anfield, Pep Guardiola’s men,
currently in fourth spot, would find
themselves eight points adrift by the
time they return to top-flight action
at Everton on Dec. 27. Last year City
put on the afterburners to chase
down long-time leaders Arsenal,
eventually overhauling them to win
a third straight Premier League title.

In Saudi Arabia’s stellar soccer year, federation boss sees 2034 World

Cup fueling

JEDDAH (Agencies): Saudi Arabia’s
ambitions in soccer were made stun-
ning and clear in 2023, and its upcom-
ing 11-year journey toward hosting the
men’s World Cup promises much more
of the same. In an interview Thursday
with The Associated Press, Saudi Ara-
bian Football Federation President
Yasser Al-Misehal said sport and soci-
ety in the Kingdom are going through
transformational changes ahead of
staging soccer’s biggest event in 2034.
“We are trying to do everything for our
people, for our economy and also we
want to host as many people from all

different places in the world,” Al-Mise-
hal said. Soccer has taken a prominent
place in the Vision 2030 plan launched
in 2016 to modernize the Saudi econ-
omy and society for a future beyond
the oil production that fuels its wealth.

more rapid change

The program was driven from its start
by Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man. The Saudis’ statement year in
soccer started with hiring of Cristiano
Ronaldo to a Saudi club and is ending
with the current best team, Manchester
City, playing for a title in Jeddah. The
Club World Cup final Friday closes the
first FIFA tournament played in Saudi
Arabia this century, and just weeks af-
ter the biggest hosting prize was all-but
guaranteed. FIFA fast-tracked finding
a host for the 2034 World Cup in Oc-
tober and within days there was only
one candidate.

Thiem,Raducanu headline Aussie Open qualifying field

LONDON (Agencies): Former US Open
champions Dominic Thiem and Emma
Raducanu will headline the qualifying
field for the Australian Open as they
look to reignite their careers in 2024
following struggles with injuries. Thiem
broke the Grand Slam stranglehold
of Roger Federer, Rafa Nadal and No-
vak Djokovic by winning the 2020 US
Open but a wrist injury the following
year sidelined him for months, while
a series of other fitness issues saw his
ranking slide to No 352. The 30-year-
old Austrian, now ranked 98th, won his

first match at a Grand Slam since 2021
in New York in August before crashing
out in the second round. Thiem, who
made the Melbourne Park final in 2020,
can still gain direct entry into the main

draw of the tournament if one play-
er pulls out. Raducanu missed out on
an Australian Open wildcard and will
now have to take a similar path as her
run 2021 Flushing Meadows run when
she became the first player in the Open
Era to win a Major after beginning in
the qualifying rounds. The 21-year-old
Briton, who is now ranked No 299, will
gear up for the first Grand Slam of the
year by playing at the Auckland Classic
having fought her way back to fitness
following operations on both wrists and
an ankle in May.

Chelsea captain James undergoes surgery to resolve hamstring issue

LONDON (Agencies): Chelsea cap-
tain Reece James said he had under-
gone surgery to resolve a recurring
hamstring issue. The 24-year-old
England right-back missed seven
Premier League matches earlier in
the season with a hamstring injury
and sustained a similar issue during
Chelsea’s 2-0 defeat at Everton
this month. “The footballing world

knew I got injured, but the proce-

dure I would go down this time took
slightly longer to figure out the best
solution,” James said on Instagram
yesterday. “I had surgery today to
try fix my recurring hamstring is-
sue, the recovery has started, both
physically and mentally.” Chelsea,
who are 10th in the Premier League,
next visit Wolverhampton Wander-
ers on Sunday.

NSC to revise allowances for para badminton coaches, players

KUALA LUMPUR (Agencies): The Na-
tional Sports Council (NSC) will revise
the allowances for para badminton
coaches and players under the podium
programme based on their internation-
al achievements this year, according
to the Badminton Association of Ma-
laysia (BAM). BAM human resources
and administration department head
R Ravendran said among the inter-
national competitions that would be
considered are the 2023 Asean Para
Games in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, in
June and the 2022 Asian Para Games in

Hangzhou, China, in October. “Among
the matters discussed in the sports
working committee meeting were the
revised allowances for three coaches
and seven athletes under the podium

programme. “The details are with the
NSC, which will discuss with rele-
vant parties to streamline the matter
as there are many categories of past
achievements and tournaments to be
considered,” he told reporters after
the meeting at the NSC here today. On
another matter, Ravendran said SU5
(physical impairment) singles player
Fareez Anuar can still represent the
country at the 2024 Paris Paralympics
if he finishes on the podium in the 2024
World Para Badminton Championships
in Pattaya, Thailand, in February.

Retired rugby great Alun Wyn Jones reveals heart condition

LONDON (Agencies): Retired Wales
rugby great Alun Wyn Jones has re-
vealed he was diagnosed with a heart
condition towards the end of his career
and has called for better screening
for players. The 38-year-old, rugby’s
most-capped international, told the
Telegraph he was diagnosed with atri-
al fibrillation while he was at French
Top 14 side Toulon. The ex-Wales and
British and Irish Lions forward’s career
ended at the French side last month.
He played a total of 170 internationals.
Atrial fibrillation is a heart condition

V

that causes an irregular and often ab-
normally fast heart rate. “It was dis-
covered when I underwent a full med-
ical check, which included an ECG
test when I joined Toulon in July on a

short-term contract as cover during the
World Cup,” he said. “The cardiac doc-
tor picked it up straight away. My heart-
beat was like a galloping horse with six
legs. It was all over the shop.” Warren
Gatland named Jones in his prelimi-
nary Wales squad for the 2023 Rugby
World Cup in France, held in Septem-
ber and October, but he opted to retire
from internationals in May. Jones said
it was vital to boost screening. “There
is a lot of talk about welfare in rugby at
the minute but does that cover every-
thing?” he said.

Harassment case involving coach closed due to conflicting statements

PETALING JAYA (Agencies): Police
investigations into a sexual harassment
allegation involving a national moun-
tain bike coach and a female national
rider were closed due to discrepancies
in statements. “The investigation pa-
pers have been reviewed and they were
marked as ‘No Further Action’ (NFA) by
the investigating officer due to discrep-
ancies in statements given by the victim
and a witness,” Putrajaya police chief
Asmadi Abdul Aziz told FMT. Yesterday,
Amarjit Singh, the acting deputy presi-
dent of the Malaysian National Cycling

Federation (MNCF), said the MNCF will
convene an in-house disciplinary hear-
ing concerning the coach. Amarjit said
the coach, rider and witnesses will be
called to attend the hearing. His state-

ment followed reports that the deputy
public prosecutor’s office had decided
not to press any charges against the
coach following a police investigation.
The DPP’s decision followed a Nov 23
letter on the investigation by Asmadi.
The controversy started in April when
the female national mountain bike rid-
er filed a police report following an in-
cident during a training session, after
which the MNCF suspended the coach.
The coach, who had been training the
squad for the Phnom Penh Sea Games,
resigned following the rider’s allegation.
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Ajax lose to amateur team in Dutch Cup to
continue tumultuous season

UTRECHT (Agencies): Dutch soccer gi-
ant Ajax lost to an amateur team in the
KNVB Cup for the first time in their il-
lustrious history on Thursday. Ajax were
beaten 3-2 by USV Hercules, which play
in the fourth tier of Dutch soccer. “This
should not have happened,” Ajax as-
sistant coach Michael Valkanis said af-
ter the second-round game in Utrecht.
It continues a tumultuous season for
Ajax, which are in fifth place in the Ere-
divisie after their worst start to a cam-
paign since the advent of professional
soccer in the Netherlands in 1954. The

fourtime European champions went
10 matches without a win at one stage,
their longest-ever run without a victory.
“We are having a very difficult season,”
Valkanis said. “But we have to continue
and get everything on track.”

All systems go for Dakar Rally 2024

JEDDAH (Agencies): Dakar Rally 2024
Saudi Arabia is nearing its highly an-
ticipated start, with preparations en-
tering their concluding phase. Dakar
Rally, recognized as the world’s biggest
challenge in motorsports and the most
challenging rally on the planet, is slated
to begin in 15 days. The Kingdom will
serve as the sole host from Jan. 5-19,
for the fifth consecutive year. Recent-
ly, there have been dedicated efforts to
maintain the momentum of advanced
preparations, ensuring that all logisti-
cal aspects are addressed to unveil an
updated version of the prestigious ral-

ly and to demonstrate the Kingdom’s
adeptness and potential to organize
major international events. Efforts are
underway to apply the final touches to
the course and fit it with the necessary
technical equipment for timing mea-
surements, checkpoint inspections,
and the construction of the temporary
bivouac accommodation camps in the
early stages hosted by AlUla. The 46th
edition of the world’s most formidable
rally attracts 778 participants repre-
senting 72 countries from around the
globe, with France having the highest
representation of participants at 163,
followed by Spain with 119, and Italy
with 72 across all categories of the rally.
There are 135 newcomers competing in
the race for the first time, along with 129
legends and 31 participants in the Orig-
inal by Motul category. Additionally, 46
women are participating, 34 of whom
are in the Dakar Classic category.

Fifa reports US$2.79bil investment in football
development from 2016-22

ZURICH (Agencies): Fifa prov1ded
US$2.79 billion to its member associa-
tions and confederations for investment
in football development over the first
two cycles of its Forward Development
Programme, the world governing body
said in a report today. Two iterations of
the programme — a three-year and four-
year cycle — have been completed since
it was launched in May 2016, with Fifa
committing money to a diverse array
of local projects. “With the third cycle
of the Fifa Forward Development Pro-
gramme now underway, we have the
perfect opportunity to reflect on the
programme’s achievements since its
launch in 2016,” Fifa’s president Gianni
Infantino said. “From the very start, we
pledged that revenues generated by
football would be used for the benefit of
our sport all around the world; for girls

and boys, for women and men, and
we have been as good as our word.”
In the period up to and including 2022,
around 80% of the funds — US$2.24
billion — went to Fifa’s 211 member as-
sociations, with the remainder going to
the confederations and regional asso-
ciations, the report said. The associa-
tions spent the funds on building new
or maintaining existing infrastructure,
developing domestic competitions, and
covering running costs related to ad-
ministration and governance.
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- It’s a general reading which may dif-
fer from person to person because of
time date and year.

- ARIES: You are moving quicker
and quicker through your tasks today
-- you may even run out! It’s a good
time to take on new projects or to of-
fer assistance where it is most needed.
Score a few points!
- TAURUS: You’re not feeling es-
pecially timid right now and are al-
most certainly on a tear! You might
even find a new way to surprise your
friends when you step up and say
something outrageous!

— GEMINI: You're feeling pretty great

right now and it’s easy for you to show

lots of people -- even strangers -- a

good time. Parties are perfect for your

energy, but you could also do well in
speed dating or just work meetings.

— CANCER: Listen up -- you've got a

lot going on inside your mind! It’s a

good time to sit still and listen to what

you're really trying to tell yourself.

The message may be quite surprising

and you’re not easily surprised!

- LEO: Join up with someone who

shares at least some of your beliefs

and passions -- you've got to get
where you’re going as part of a group

(at least for now) If you're already
hooked up, you're golden.

— VIRGO: Take a second look at the
details of your budget or your big
plans -- you are almost sure to spot
a couple of little mistakes. Anyone
could make them, but only someone
like you could catch them!

— LIBRA: You are ready to talk about
something really big -- even if it
doesn’t quite seem like it. Your great
energy is perfect for communicating
deep feelings to almost anyone who’s
willing to listen.

— SCORPIO: You're in charge of more
money than usual, thanks to either
an unexpected bonus or -- more like-
ly -- a pool that needs to go to a large
purchase. The responsibility feels re-
markably natural!

— SAGITTARIUS: If things start to
slow down, no matter where you are,
you need to do something to keep
busy. Slowing down, even for a few
minutes, is a sure way to slide into
sleepiness or just major boredom.

— CAPRICORN: Show your cowork-
ers, customers or family members
how much they mean to you today
by going above and beyond. You can
score massive bonus points just by
adding a little extra to your ordinary
service.

— ACQUARIUS: You come up with a
unique idea that gets lots of people
talking -- maybe too many? It could
be that it’s a little premature, as your
best ideas are almost always ahead of
their time.

— PISCES: Take a second, third or
fourth look at that thing (or person)
that’s been puzzling you. It’s one of
those days when illusions seem a little
less real, so you're more likely to get
at the truth.
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South Africa may prosecute and revoke citizenship of citizens in Israeli army

CAPE TOWN (Agencies): The South
African government has warned its
citizens who are fighting in the Israel
Defence Forces against the Palestinians
in the Gaza Strip that they may face
prosecution and have their citizenship
revoked. President Cyril Ramaphosa,
meanwhile, has once again condemned
the Israeli attack on Gaza, describing it
as genocide. “The South African Gov-
ernment is gravely concerned by re-
ports that some South African citizens
and permanent residents have joined
or are considering joining the Israel
Defence Forces (IDF) in the war in
Gaza and in the other Occupied Pales-
tinian Territories,” said the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Pretoria on Monday.
“Such action can potentially contribute
to the violation of international law and
the commission of further internation-
al crimes, thus making them liable for

‘Captain America’
Arrested at US Military
Base for Armed Entry

Attempt

FLORIDA (Agencies): In a bizarre inci-
dent, a Florida man, identifying himself
as “Captain America,” was arrested
while attempting to enter MacDill Air
Force Base armed with claims to pos-
sess “top secret information.” The sus-
pect, Baruch Roche II, exhibited signs of
extreme paranoia and psychosis during
the encounter, according to a published
criminal complaint. In early November,
Roche drove to the front gate of the Air
Force base in Tampa, Florida, asserting
that he was an active member of the
United States Southern Command (SO-
COM). He insisted on having a meeting
with a “SOCOM general” to provide
supposed “top secret information.” De-
nied access, Roche became argumen-
tative, threatening to return daily and
confront the officers who denied him
entry. Air Force personnel subsequently
placed Roche in handcuffs and discov-
ered an AR-15-style rifle along with ap-
proximately 125 rounds of ammunition
in the trunk of his car. A military identifi-
cation card naming him as a retired Air
Force veteran was also found. Due to his
mental state, Roche was involuntarily
hospitalized. Charged with attempting
to bring a firearm onto a federal facility,
Roche could face up to a year in prison if
convicted. His weapon and ammunition
were seized by the state. The incident
occurred less than two weeks after Joint
Base McGuire-Dix-Lakehurst in New
Jersey was placed on lockdown due to
reports of an active shooter.

Argentina Unveils
Sweeping Economic
Reforms in“Shock Ther
apy”Response to Crisis

BUENOS AIRES (Agencies): Ar-
gentine President Javier Milei has
unveiled an extensive package of
economic reforms, including the pri-
vatization of state-owned companies
and the elimination of export limits
and price controls, as part of his
“economic shock therapy” approach
to address the country’s severe eco-
nomic crisis. Milei, a self-described
anarcho-capitalist, signed a decree
outlining over 300 measures aimed
at deregulating the economy and
fostering economic growth. The re-
forms encompass various sectors,
including labor law, tourism, satel-
lite internet services, pharmaceuti-
cals, wine production, and foreign
trade. The announcement comes in
the wake of a 54% devaluation of
the peso and other austerity mea-
sures by the new government. The
reforms, however, have faced criti-
cism, with protests in Buenos Aires
expressing discontent and demand-
ing more support for the poor.

prosecution in South Africa.” The au-
thorities, stressed the ministry, are mon-
itoring such citizens. “The South Afri-
can Citizenship Act, 1995 (Act No. 88
of 1995) provides that any person who
obtained South African citizenship by
naturalisation in terms of that Act shall
cease to be a South African citizen if he
or she engages under the flag of anoth-
er country in a war that the Republic
does not support or agree with,” add-
ed the ministry. Moreover, Ramaphosa
has called on the International Criminal
Court to conduct an immediate investi-

gation into the war crimes committed
by Israel in the Gaza Strip. He told jour-
nalists on Monday that South Africa has
submitted the necessary documents to
the ICC regarding Israeli war crimes,
and that it is waiting for the court to take
action regarding the investigation. The
ICC, he pointed out, has the authority to
indict those responsible for war crimes
committed in Palestine. As of yesterday,
Israel had killed 19,453 Palestinians in
the Gaza Strip since 7 October, most of
them children and women. More than
51,000 have been wounded, and at least
8,000 remain missing under the rubble
of the civilian infrastructure destroyed
by the apartheid state. The occupied
Palestinian territory has been under Is-
raeli siege for more than 16 years, and
is in the grip of an “unprecedented hu-
manitarian catastrophe,” say Palestin-
ian and UN sources.

Shooting Leaves 15 Dead,Dozens Injured at
Prague’s Charles Umver81

PRAGUE (Agencies): In a devastating
attack at Charles University in Prague
on Thursday, a gunman claimed the
lives of 15 individuals and left around
two dozen others injured, accord-
ing to Czech police reports. The as-
sailant, identified as a student at the
university, was neutralized at the
scene. Police swiftly responded to
the incident at Jan Palach Square in
central Prague, where they dealt with
an active shooter, as stated by Police
President Martin Vondrasek during a
press briefing. Amid the evacuation
process, authorities discovered 15
victims deceased, with at least 24 oth-
ers sustaining injuries, as confirmed
by Vondrasek. While Czech media
identified the shooter as 24-year-old
David Kozak, a student at the univer-

sity, Police Pre51dent Vondrasek em-
phasized that the attacker had not yet
been officially named. Additionally,
he noted uncertainty regarding the
source of the fatal shot that ended the
assailant’s life and halted the violent
episode. The perpetrator is suspected
of committing patricide in the city of
Kladno earlier on Thursday before
making his way to Prague, added
Vondrasek.

[reland Initiates Human Rights Case Against
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DUBLIN (Agencies): Dublin has de-
cided to pursue legal action against the
UK over the Northern Ireland Troubles
(Legacy and Reconciliation) Act, which
potentially provides immunity for
crimes committed during the conflict in
Northern Ireland. Irish Taoiseach Leo
Varadkar announced the inter-state
case, stating it would be taken to the
European Court of Human Rights in
Strasbourg, France. The controversial
law, in force since September, assigns
investigations of historical cases to the
Independent Commission for Recon-
ciliation and Information Recovery,
potentially granting immunity to per-
petrators who testify. Deputy Prime

UK Over Northem Ireland Legacy Act

Minister Micheal Martin expressed
concerns that the act may hinder exist-
ing avenues for truth and justice in his-
toric cases, impacting inquests, police
investigations, ombudsman investiga-
tions, and civil actions. The legislation,
opposed by many in Northern Ireland,
has faced criticism from human rights
groups and victims of the conflict. UK
Secretary of State for Northern Ireland
Chris Heaton-Harris called Ireland’s
legal action unnecessary, asserting the
act aims to facilitate victims and sur-
vivors in obtaining information more
efficiently. The Troubles in Northern
Ireland, a violent conflict between
unionists and nationalists, resulted in
over 3,600 deaths and tens of thousands
of injuries. Amnesty International wel-
comed Dublin’s decision, criticizing
the act for potentially shielding perpe-
trators of human rights violations. The
conflict involved cases of collusion and
wrongful imprisonment, and the Lega-
cy Act has faced rejection from various
quarters.

New variant of COVID-19 cases on rise

NEWYORK (Agencies): A new ver-
sion of the Omicron coronavirus,
called “JN.1,” has caught the attention
of global health experts. Although it’s
classified as a “variant of interest” by
the World Health Organization (WHO),
the current risk to the public is deemed
low. JN.1 has been detected in several
countries, with notable increases in the
US and the UK. As winter approaches,
the WHO warns of potential rises in
COVID-19 and other respiratory infec-
tions like the flu and RSV. While the
virus evolves, with Omicron being pre-
dominant, WHO is closely monitoring
variants, including JN.1. Despite being
the fastest-growing variant in the US
and the UK, no major concerns have
been raised. JN.1 has an additional
spike protein mutation compared to its

predecessor, potentially contributing to
its rapid spread. The impact on vaccine
immunity remains unclear, and more
research is needed. WHO advises pre-
cautionary measures such as wearing
masks, practicing good hygiene, and
staying updated on vaccinations. Peo-
ple are urged to stay home if unwell
and get tested for COVID-19 symptoms.
Monitoring data and taking appropriate
measures are crucial to controlling the
virus’s spread.

France closes Niger embassy after row with
military junta

PARIS (Agencies): France is closing its
embassy in Niger indefinitely as ten-
sions between the two countries esca-
late. The embassy says it is “no longer
able to function normally or fulfil its
missions” due to restrictions imposed
by Niger’s military government. Local
embassy staff have also been dismissed,
former French ambassador Sylvain Itté
said in a letter. Niger’s relationship with
France has soured since the military
toppled President Mohamed Bazoum in

July. In September, Mr Itté and several
French staff left the country, a month
after the military regime ordered the
ambassador’s exit and set up a block-
ade around the embassy premises in the
capital, Niamey.

World

Amsterdam Plans to Relocate Red Light
District Amid Controversy
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AMSTERDAM (Agencies): Amster-
dam officials have unveiled a proposal
to move the city’s notorious ‘red light
district’ to a purpose-built ‘Erotic Cen-
ter’ in the southern part of the city.
The initiative aims to shed the area’s
debauched image, reduce crime, and
alleviate the impact of tourism. May-
or Femke Halsema identified Europa
Boulevard as the prime location for the
new Erotic Center, which is expected to
have 100 rooms for sex workers. Halse-
ma, a vocal critic of the historic red light
district known as De Wallen, where
sex workers stand in neon-lit win-
dows, stated that the proposal would
be presented to the city council early
next year, with the center anticipated
to open in seven years. Europa Boule-
vard, near Amsterdam’s business dis-
trict, was chosen from three proposed
sites. While prostitution is legal in Am-
sterdam, it is limited to specific loca-
tions with permits. The red light district
currently has approximately 250 active

Spain Blocks EU From

Joining US-Led Opera-

tion Against Houthis in
Red Sea - Reports

MOSCOW  (Agencies): Spain has
blocked the European Union’s partic-
ipation in the US-led operation in the
Red Sea aimed at protecting commer-
cial vessels from Yemeni Houthis, Span-
ish newspaper El Confidencial reported.
Spain vetoed the EU’s participation in
the Operation Prosperity Guardian de-
spite the government’s advocating for
whole Europe to join the mission several
hours before, the newspaper reported.
Spain has not explained the u-turn on
the policy to the partners, the newspa-
per reported on Thursday. On Monday;,
the US launched an international oper-
ation aimed at protecting commercial
ships in the Red Sea from the attacks of
Yemen’s Ansar Allah rebel movement,
also known as the Houthis. On Thurs-
day, Pentagon spokesman Patrick Ryder
said that more than 20 countries had so
far signed on to participate in the coali-
tion. The Houthi rebels vowed they will
continue to prevent the passage in the
Red Sea and the Arabian Sea of ships
linked to Israeli companies or bound for
Israel until the latter’s military actions in
the Gaza Strip end.

Chatty robot helps seniors
fight loneliness through Al
companionship

CORAL SPRINGS, Fla. (Agencies):
Joyce Loaiza lives alone, but when she
returns to her apartment at a Florida se-
nior community, the retired office work-
er often has a chat with a friendly female
voice that asks about her day. A few miles
away, the same voice comforted 83-year-
old Deanna Dezern when her friend
died. In central New York, it plays games
and music for 92-year-old Marie Broad-
bent, who is blind and in hospice, and
in Washington state, it helps 83-year-old
Jan Worrell make new friends. The wom-
en are some of the first in the country to
receive the robot EIliQ, whose creators,
Intuition Robotics, and senior assistance
officials say is the only device using ar-
tificial intelligence specifically designed
to alleviate the loneliness and isolation
experienced by many older Americans.
“It’s entertaining. You can actually talk
to her,” said Loaiza, 81, whose ElliQ in
suburban Fort Lauderdale nicknamed
her “Jellybean” for no particular reason.
“She’ll make comments like, ‘I would go
outside if I had hands, but I can’t hold an
umbrella.” The device, which looks like a
small table lamp, has an eyeless, mouth-
less head that lights up and swivels. It re-
members each user’s interests and their
conversations, helping tailor future chats,
which can be as deep as the meaning of
life or as light as the horoscope.
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windows. The Erotic Center’s windows
will be located exclusively inside the
building, aiming to combat sightseeing
tourism and deter disruptive groups.
This move aligns with broader efforts
to reshape Amsterdam’s image as a
European ‘party capital.” However, the
plan has faced criticism from sex work-
ers, residents, and businesses near the
proposed center. Critics argue that pun-
ishing sex workers for issues related to
crowds in De Wallen is unfair Some
view the proposal as a form of gentri-
fication, and the European Medicines
Agency expressed concern about the
safety of its staff near the new location.

Japan to send Patriot
missiles to US which
may aid Ukraine

TOKYO (Agencies): Japan says it
will send Patriot air defence missiles
to the US after changing its arms
export rules, in a significant shift
away from its pacifist policies. The
move could free up the US to send
its own stockpile to Ukraine. West-
ern powers have been running out
of ammunition to supply Ukraine
in its defence against Russia’s inva-
sion. Patriot missiles are among the
most advanced weapons supplied
by the US to Ukraine. Tokyo previ-
ously only allowed for components
of licensed equipment to be sent
from Japan to the nation where the
manufacturing licence originated.
But under the new rules it can ship
finished goods too. Shortly after the
government announced this change
on Friday, the foreign ministry said
it would ship Patriot missiles to the
US to “further strengthen the Ja-
pan-US alliance”. It added that the
missiles could only be sent to the
US, and would require Japan’s ap-
proval to be sent to a third country.
Japan still bans the export of weap-
ons to countries at war. This could
mean that Japan-made Patriot mis-
siles may replenish the US’ stock-
pile, while Washington sends US-
made ones to Ukraine. In Japan, the
Patriot missiles are manufactured
by Mitsubishi Heavy Industries un-
der licence from US defence con-
tractors Lockheed Martin and RTX.

Ambassador Amna Baloch,
Spanish envoy discuss ties
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BRUSSELS (Agencies): Pakistan's Am-
bassador to Belgium, Luxembourg and
the European Union Amna Baloch here
on Friday met the Permanent Represen-
tative of Spain to the European Union
Marcos Alonso. During the meeting,
both sides exchanged views on areas of
bilateral interest. They agreed to contin-
ue dialogue to enhance cooperation and
strengthen the partnership between Pa-
kistan and Spain in all domains.
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