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South Africa tells the UN top court Israel
is committing genocide in Gaza as a
landmark case begins

THE HAGUE, Netherlands (Agen-
cies): South Africa has appealed to
the International Court of Justice
CJ), asking it to order an imme-
diate halt to Israel’s military op-
erations in Gaza. The request was
made during the first day of hear-
ings into South Africa’s allegations
that Israel’s actions amount to geno-
cide against Palestinians, a claim
that Israel vehemently denies. The
case, brought by South Africa at the
ICJ in The Hague, accuses Israel of
violating the 1948 Genocide Con-
vention. This convention, enacted
after the Holocaust, mandates all
countries to prevent such crimes
from recurring. Israel, however, ar-
gues that its actions are a necessary
defense against Hamas, the Islamist
group ruling Gaza. South Africa’s

China Advocates for
End to ‘Collective
Punishment’in Gaza

TAIPEI (Agencies): China has called for
an end to the “collective punishment”
of Palestinians in Gaza. The statement
was made on Wednesday, without di-
rectly addressing the case against Isra-
el at the International Court of Justice
(IC)J), initiated by South Africa. Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman, Mao Ning,
stated that China has “noted the case”
when asked if Beijing would support
South Africa’s lawsuit. As one of the
five permanent members of the Secu-
rity Council, China expressed sadness
over the heavy civilian casualties result-
ing from the ongoing conflict between
Palestine and Israel. South Africa filed
the lawsuit on December 29, alleging
that Israel’s actions in Gaza since Octo-
ber 7 violated the 1948 UN Convention
on the Prevention and Punishment of
the Crime of Genocide. They are re-
questing an injunction.

UK Unveils Ambitious
Expansion Plan for
Nuclea Power

LONDON (Agenaes) The UK gov-
ernment has announced its intention
to undertake the “biggest expansion of
nuclear power for 70 years” in a bid to
address the country’s energy challenges
and achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak highlight-
ed the green and cost-effective nature
of nuclear power, emphasizing its role
in ensuring energy security. This an-
nouncement follows a recent move by
French energy company EDF to extend
the lifespans of its nuclear power plants
in the UK, with a $1.65 billion invest-
ment to maintain current power output
levels until at least 2026. Despite criti-
cism from some climate activists, nucle-
ar power has seen a resurgence globally,
with many acknowledging its impor-
tance in achieving net-zero targets.

legal team has likened the situation
in Gaza to a “concentration camp
where genocide is taking place.”
They argue that Palestinians under
Israeli bombardment have no safe
refuge, being killed in their homes,
hospitals, schools, mosques, and
churches. These allegations strike
at the heart of Israel’s national iden-
tity, and comparisons of Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza to Nazi concentration
camps are likely to stir emotions in
Israel. Israel sees itself as a safe-

guard for Jews, particularly in light
of the Holocaust.The case under-
scores the escalating tensions and
complex dynamics of the Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict. It also highlights
the crucial role of international le-
gal institutions in addressing alle-
gations of human rights violations
and war crimes. The outcome of this
case could have significant implica-
tions for international law and the
ongoing peace process in the Mid-
dle East.

Traders Anticipate $110 Oil Amid

Escalating

NEW YORK (Agencies) Despite oil
prices struggling to surpass $80 per
barrel, some traders are speculating on
a surge to $110 a barrel in early spring,
anticipating heightened Middle East
tensions. These speculators are betting
on a significant escalation of conflict in
the region in the coming months, even
though fundamentals and analysts
suggest a balanced or slightly surplus
market early this year. Bloomberg re-
ports that call option spreads on Brent

Middle East Tensions

Crude, with a target of $110/$130, ex-
piring in May and June, have attracted
bets equivalent to around 30 million
barrels. Buyers of this option spread
stand to profit if oil prices reach $110
per barrel by the end of March and end
of April when the May and June option
contracts expire. Analysts currently
do not foresee oil prices spiking above
$100 per barrel in the first half of the
year unless there is a widespread esca-
lation of the conflict in the Middle East,
threatening crude oil supply. Tensions
in the Red Sea have intensified as Iran-
aligned Houthi rebels fired a large bar-
rage of drones and missiles targeting
shipping. The U.S. and UK Navy ships
intervened to protect cargo and crude
shipping in vital sea lanes, including
the Suez Canal and the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait.

Poland Expands Military Capability with
Shipment of M1A1 Tanks and M-ATVs

WARSAW (Agencies): Poland has re-
ceived another shipment of military
equipment from the United States, in-
cluding 29 M1A1 Abrams main battle
tanks (MBTs) and 79 Mine-Resistant
Ambush-Protected (MRAP) All-Ter-
rain Vehicles (M-ATVs). The delivery,
which arrived at the Port of Swinouj-
scie on January 6, follows a previous
shipment in November 2023 that in-
cluded 26 M1Als and nine M88A2
Hercules armored recovery vehicles.
This ongoing procurement aligns with
Poland’s effort to enhance its military
capabilities, including the acquisition

of M1ALl tanks adapted to the require-
ments of the Polish Armed Forces. The
latest shipment also includes M-ATVs
and other support vehicles and equip-
ment.

Indian Army Seeks Thermal Imager-Based
Driver Night Sights for BMP-2/2K Vehicles

DELHI (Agencies): The Indian Army
has issued a request for information
(RF]) for the procurement of thermal
imager (TD)-based driver night sights
(DNS) for its BMP-2/2K infantry com-
batvehicles (ICVs). The army intends to
acquire approximately 2,500 TI-based
DNS for BMP-2/2K and its variants,
including the Carrier Mortar Tracked

(CMT) vehicle and the Armoured Am-
bulance Tracked (AAT) vehicle. The
sights are expected to be used in var-
ious terrains, including plains, deserts,
mountains along the northern borders,
and island territories. The army is seek-
ing a shelf-life of at least 15 years and
an operational life of at least 10,000
hours for the driver night sights.

Swedish Defence Chiefs’ war warning
raises concerns

STOCKHOLM (Agencies): Swedish
Civil Defence Minister Carl-Oskar Boh-
lin and military commander-in-chief
Gen Micael Byden have issued warn-
ings to the public, urging them to pre-
pare for the possibility of war in Swe-
den. While the officials emphasize the
seriousness of the security situation,
opposition politicians and child rights

organizations criticize the tone, call-
ing for age-appropriate information.
The statements come as Sweden, af-
ter more than two centuries of peace,
considers joining the NATO defensive
alliance. Gen Byden defends the warn-
ings, stating their intent is to encourage
people to contemplate their situations
and responsibilities.
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San Francisco approves resolution calling for
a ceasefire in Gaza _

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): San Fran-
cisco has become the largest US city to
pass a resolution calling for a ceasefire
in Gaza. The resolution passed in an
8-3 vote by the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors yesterday. It calls for a
sustained ceasefire, lifesaving humani-
tarian aid to Gaza, and the release of all
hostages, calling on Congress and US
President Joe Biden’s administration to
do the same; the condemnation of an-
ti-Semitic, anti-Palestinian, Islamopho-
bic, xenophobic rhetoric and attacks;
the condemnation of attacks on civilians
by Hamas and by the government of Is-
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu; and a resolution for a just and lasting
peace holding all parties accountable.
First proposed on 5 December; the mo-
tion underwent several revisions before
the Board finally settled on the language
of the text. After the motion was passed,

Executive Director of Arab Resource
and Organising Centre, Lara Kiswany,
said: “We are grateful to all the super-
visors who have championed this issue,
taking it as a critical matter and listen-
ing to their constituents facing hate
violence.” Met with roaring applause,
the passing of the resolution, however,
has no bearing on government policy
though it falls in line with American
public opinion where some 68 per cent
of people agreed with a statement that
“Israel should call a ceasefire and try to
negotiate.”

Turkey, Pakistan,and Saudi Arabia

Boost

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Turkey,
Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia have
strengthened their trilateral defense
collaboration following a meeting of
the Trilateral Defence Committee held
in Rawalpindi, Pakistan, as reported
by Anadolu Agency (AA). The second
meeting, hosted at the GHQ, the head-
quarters of Pakistan’s army in Rawal-
pindi, brought together senior military
officials from the three nations. The

rilateral Defense Cooperation

participants emphasized the signifi-
cance of pooling intellectual, techni-
cal, financial, and human resources
to achieve shared objectives and en-
hance self-sufficiency in the defense
sector; according to a statement by
ISPR, Pakistan’s military media wing.
The statement also noted the decision
to hold the next meeting during

the World Defence Show in Riyadh
next month.

Mali Expands Drone Fleet with Additional
Bayraktar TB2 UAVs

BAMAKO (Agencies): Mali’s Armed
Forces (FAMa) recently conducted a
reception ceremony for a new ship-
ment of Bayraktar TB2 unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) from Turkey.
The ceremony showcased five TB2
drones, some armed with MAM-L la-
ser-guided bombs, at Bamako’s Mod-
ibo Keita International Airport. The
serial numbers on the newly received
TB2s ranged from TZ-07D to TZ-11D,
indicating Mali has now received at
least 17 of these UAVs. The Bayraktar
TB2s have gained prominence in Mali

!

for their use in airstrikes against pur-
ported terrorist targets, with frequent
broadcasts of these operations by
ORTM television.

IMF Board Approves Pakistan’s First Review,Allows
Immediate Dlsbursement of $700 Mllhon

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): The In-
ternational Monetary Fund (IMF)
has completed its first review of Pa-
kistan’s economic reform program
supported by a $3 billion Stand-By
Arrangement (SBA). The IMF’s Exec-
utive Board has approved the imme-
diate disbursement of $700 million,
bringing the total disbursements un-
der the SBA to $1.9 billion. This fund-

ing, along with recent inflows from
multilateral lenders, is expected to
stabilize the Pakistani rupee, which
has shown relative stability in recent
months. The new tranche is anticipat-
ed to facilitate rollovers from allied
countries and alleviate external debt
repayment pressure. The IMF pro-
gram is set to conclude in the second
week of April 2024.
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Household pollution posing serious threats to
public health, environment

PESHAWAR (APP):The increasing
level of household pollution both in
the shape of biomass and solid waste
generation is posing serious threats
to public health and the environment
of the city. The air quality index in Pe-
shawar in the current winter season
has belled the alarm by recording a
dangerous stage of more than 236
pollution levels; raising the status of
the city to the most polluted in the
country. According to environmental
experts, the major source of air pol-
lution is vehicular emission followed
by household pollution in shape of
the burning of fossil fuel, wood and
waste for cooking at home. A recent
study by Peshawar Clean Air Alliance
(PCAA), a volunteer association of
civil society individuals, found that
transport is contributing 58.46 per-

PESHAWAR (Agencies): The process
of repatriating illegal foreign nation-
als, including Afghans, back to their
homeland is being carried out in a
dignified and secure manner in Pesha-
war. This initiative is part of a broad-
er effort to ensure the safe return of
these individuals to their home coun-
try. To facilitate this process, transit
camps equipped with all necessary
amenities have been set up in various
districts. These camps serve as tempo-
rary accommodation for the returning
Afghans, providing them with a safe
and comfortable environment during
their transition. As per the latest sta-
tistics, an additional 944 illegal Afghan
nationals were repatriated yesterday.
This brings the total number of repa-
triated Afghans to 464,656. This ongo-

cent in air pollution and is followed
by household pollution making a con-
tribution of 11.66 percent while waste
burning 4.1 percent and dust 17.67
burning. It showed that Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa has one of the highest pro-
portions of wood fuel usage, partic-
ularly in rural households and about
half of Peshawar population lives in
rural area. According to 2017 census,
about 138000 households in Pesha-
war used wood as fuel for heating.
The study titled "Status of Air Pollu-
tion in Peshawar finds that the annu-
al Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) in
Peshawar has ranged between 61.40
ug/m3 and 80.09 ug/mg3, exceeding
the current national and provincial
standards by 4 to 5 times and WHO
air quality guidelines by 12-16 times.
High level of PM 2.5 have a consid-

ing repatriation effort underscores the
commitment to addressing the issue
of illegal immigration while ensuring
the safety and dignity of the individu-

erable impacts on the population of
Peshawar as the Air Quality Life In-
dex (AQLI) estimates that citizen of
Peshawar can add up to 2.3 years to
their life expectancy if air quality lev-
el meets the WHO s guidelines. Pe-
shawar has been declared as the third
most polluted city in Pakistan and the
9th most polluted in the world in the
2021 World Air Quality report, says
Dr. Adil Zareef, a public health ex-
pert and convener of PCAA. Talking
to APP, Dr. Adil said while evaluating
the current year data of Peshawar air
quality, the city has jumped from third
most polluted city in Pakistan to num-
ber one. In November and December
2023, sometimes the air quality index
of Peshawar crossed the pollution lev-
el of Lahore, the most polluted city of
Pakistan.

B

als involved. It also highlights the im-
portance of international cooperation
in managing migration flows and up-
holding human rights.

6.0 Magnitude Earthquake Shakes Multiple Cities in Pakistan

PESHAWAR (Agencies): A 6.0 magni-
tude earthquake struck various parts
of Pakistan on Thursday afternoon,
causing widespread panic among res-
idents. The tremors were felt in Islam-
abad, Rawalpindi, Lahore, Muzffer-
abad, Peshawar, Chilas, Quetta, Zhob,
Charat, and other cities at 2:20 pm

local time. The Pakistan Meteorolog-
ical Department (PMD) reported that
the earthquake’s epicenter was in the
Hindu Kush Region of the Pak-Af-
ghan border, at a depth of 213km.
The coordinates of the epicenter were
70.63 East longitude and 36.16 North
latitude. The sudden seismic activity

underscores the need for effective
disaster management strategies and
infrastructure to ensure the safety
and well-being of residents in earth-
quake-prone regions. It is crucial for
individuals to be aware of safety mea-
sures to take during such events to
minimize potential harm.

Rising Political Violence in Pakistan Ahead of General Elections

PESHAWAR  (Agencies): Shah
Khalid, a local leader of the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), was
fatally shot in Swabi, Khyber Pa-
khtunkhwa, on Thursday. The in-
cident occurred as political figures
increasingly become targets ahead
of the general elections scheduled
for February 8. Unidentified assail-
ants on a motorcycle targeted Kha-
lid’s car at Swabi Adda, leading to
his immediate death. The attackers
managed to escape, and the police
have initiated a search operation.
The motive behind the murder re-
mains unclear. This incident follows
the shooting of an independent
candidate and two others in North

—

-

Waziristan. Kaleemullah Khan, who
intended to contest for the Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa Assembly’s PK-
104 seat, was among the victims.
On the same day, Aslam Buledi, a
candidate for the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz’s (PML-N) NA-258

seat, was injured in a shooting inci-
dent in Turbat City. These violent in-
cidents have raised concerns about
the security situation in the coun-
try as it prepares for the upcoming
general elections. Political figures,
including Maulana Fazlur Rehman
of the Jamiat Ulema-e-Islam-Fa-
zl (JUI-F), have expressed doubts
about the feasibility of conducting
polls amidst the unstable security
conditions. The surge in terror in-
cidents in the past year, reaching
its highest level since 2014, under-
scores the urgent need for effective
measures to ensure the safety of po-
litical actors and the public during
the election period.
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IMSciences Business Fest:

PESHAWAR (Khyber Mail): The In-
stitute of Management Sciences (IM-
Sciences) Peshawar hosted a Business
Fest, which was attended by bud-
ding entrepreneurs, industry leaders,
and academia. The event was a vi-
brant hub of innovation, showcasing
groundbreaking business ideas that
were intricately aligned with the Sus-
tainable Development Goals (SDGs).
The Chief Guest of the event was Kha-
lid Mahmood, Director General, Pe-
shawar Development Authority. The
students demonstrated their creativity
and presented their business propos-
als that contribute to the global mis-

A Showcase of Sustainabl
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sion of achieving sustainability across
various sectors. The Business Fest was
an immersive experience that fostered
an environment for collaboration, net-
working, and entrepreneurial spirit.
Attendees were treated to a diverse
array of innovative solutions aimed
at addressing real-world challenges
while prioritizing the SDGs. IMScienc-
es’ Business Fest stands as a testament
to the institution’s dedication to fos-
tering innovation, sustainability, and
entrepreneurship among its students.
It is heartening to see the next genera-
tion of business leaders being nurtured
with such dedication and passion.

e

KP introduces e-policing, Safe Election
digital applications

PESHAWAR (APP): Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa Police have taken another
step towards e-policing and on Thurs-
day introduced e-policing and Safe
Election digital applications to pre-
vent crimes by providing citizens with
convenient access to police services.
According to DIG IT Irfan Tariq, the
e-policing app would include the data
of suspects from all over the coun-
try, including Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
adding that it would facilitate quick
identification of criminals and vehi-
cles. He said the purpose of the e-safe

election app is to secure the security
plan based on all the arrangements
of the election. Similarly, the purpose
of e-police check posts is to solve the
problems being faced by the people,
as the app would also be accessible
to the officers stationed at the check
posts, the DIG informed. He said that
so far details of the last three years
of over 750,000 accused of all types
have been entered in the app, which
would make it easy to identify and ar-
rest the accused of a crime through
this app.

Passport Delaying

PESHAWAR (NADIR KHAN): Resi-
dents of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa have
demanded from the Interior Secre-
tary, DG Passport and Immigration
and other senior officials that the
problem of delayed passports should
be resolved on a priority basis. Sir-
aj Khan and Rabia said that earlier
urgent passports were received in
4 days and normal passports in 15
days, but now it has reached months
due to which not only our visas are
feared to be lost but also thousands
of people will be deprived of Um-

rah. A senior official of the pass-
port office said that the problem of
delayed passports should be solved
on a priority basis because they not
only affect people’s visas but has
also added to the worries of those
who want to leave the country. He
said that if the staff of the passport
office was increased then it would
help the people to get ride of this is-
sue. He hoped that soon they would
overcome this issue and would en-
able the people to get their passport
on time.
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Pakistan’s Economic Landscape:
. ”
A Sign of Hope
The economic landscape of Pakistan is showing signs of hope, with some key in-
dicators pointing towards stability. The rupee appreciation trend has been stable

and sustained, except for a few hiccups.

This trend is mostly driven by exporters

selling dollars in response to the daily depreciation of the dollar, which has brought
exchange rate stability in the market - something that was missing for a very long

time. In addition to this, rising investors

’ confidence and a sigh of relief among

local businessmen and investors are pushing towards an ease of doing business.

All of this did not happen overnight. Some key reforms and policy steps have been
crucial in bringing about this considerable stability in the economic landscape
of the country. The rising reserves of the State Bank of Pakistan have waived off
the fears surrounding a default or bankruptcy. The critical economic phase has
passed, but there is still a need to sustain these efforts every day. The International
Monetary Fund (IMF) has yet to announce its final decision regarding the disburse-
ment of the initial tranche that Pakistan needs on an urgent and immediate basis.
Though the overall response from the IMF is positive, it will be some time till we

hear a final word.

Amidst the improving economic indicators, the role of the Special Investment
Facilitation Council (SIFC) is noteworthy. A sense of optimism exists around the

initiatives and decisions of the council.

Among the most important initiatives,

drawing investment from the Gulf and reviving the agriculture sector stand out.

The influx of business delegations from
portunities signals increased confidence

Gulf countries exploring investment op-
in the council. It is also hoped that con-

siderable revenues will be drawn from agriculture once the project gets into the

operationalizing phase.
In conclusion, the absence of Hundi and

Hawala transactions and the crackdown

against illegal currency activities are also attributes that have contributed to the
improving economic indicators. The country is on the right track, but it is import-
ant to sustain these efforts every day to ensure long-term stability and growth.

Soundtrack to Change: The Undeniable Influence

of Music in Revoluti

In the tumultuous tapestry of hu-
man history, the role of music
stands as an echo of emotions of
revolution and social change, a
testament to its transformative
power. From the streets of Par-
is during the French Revolution
to the civil rights marches in the
United States, music has been a
constant companion, weaving its
way into the fabric of revolutions
and leaving an indelible imprint on
the collective consciousness. We
are all well aware of the thought
that Europe has left the Dark Ages
and entered the Modern Period.
So the most important movement
in this change was the art moment
called the Renaissance, and its pe-
riod started around 1400 and last-
ed until 1700. Renaissance means
rebirth, and is known as the “Ital-
ian Renaissance.” When a crazy
fad started in Italy where people
wanted to understand Ancient
Greek and Roman art, and this art
moment resulted in many ideolog-
ical changes. Music, as a universal
language, has an uncanny ability
to unite disparate voices and ad-
vance the spirit of resistance. The
French Revolution, a major source
of radical change, saw the birth
of revolutionary anthems like “La
Marseillaise,” which resonated
with the fervor of a nation. The lyr-
ics became a rallying cry, igniting
the public’s passion and instilling
a sense of purpose in the pursuit of
freedom. Similarly, in the mid-20th
century, the civil rights movement
in the United States found its an-
them in “We Shall Overcome.” This
powerful hymn became the heart-
beat of the struggle against racial
injustice, serving as a melodious
beacon that inspired activists and
strengthened their determination
to break the chains of discrimina-
tion. Beyond anthems, folk songs
and protest songs have played an
important role in conveying the
narratives of revolutions. Woody
Guthrie’s guitar riffs echoed the
plight of the working class during
the Dust Bowl era, while Bob
Dylan’s poetic verses became a lyr-
ical tapestry for the countercultur-
al movements of the 1960s. Music
became the vehicle through which
dissent was expressed, fostering a

For latest news visit our website
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sense of unity and resilience. Ad-
ditionally, the advent of hip-hop
in the late 20th century gave mar-
ginalized voices a new platform
to articulate their struggles. From
the South Bronx to Compton, art-
ists like Public Enemy and “Niggaz
Wit Attitudes”(N.W.A),used rap as
a medium to highlight social in-
equality, police brutality, and sys-
temic oppression. Hip-hop beats
and rhymes became a powerful
tool for resistance, challenging the
status quo and calling for change.
In the digital age, social media has
amplified the impact of music in
revolutions. Protest movements
around the world, from the Arab
Spring to the Hong Kong protests,
have utilized songs and digital
platforms to create a shared iden-
tity among demonstrators. Music
transcends borders, connecting
people and fostering a sense of sol-
idarity that transcends the barriers
of language and culture. As we
reflect on the historical interplay
between music and revolutions,
it becomes evident that melodies
and lyrics have the power to shape
narratives, mobilize masses, and
inspire change. In times of upheav-
al, when words falter and emotions
run high, it is often music that res-
onates most deeply, serving as a
timeless soundtrack to the pursuit
of a better world. In the grand sym-
phony of human resilience and the
pursuit of justice, music emerges
as the conductor of revolutions, or-
chestrating a harmonious conver-
gence of voices striving for change.
From the barricades of revolutions
past to the streets alive with protest
today, the transformative power of
music remains unwavering. As we
navigate the intricate melodies of
history, let us not forget the pro-
found influence of those anthems
that echoed in the hearts of revo-
lutionaries, urging them forward
in the face of adversity. Music, with
its ability to transcend barriers and
unite the diverse chords of human-
ity, stands as a timeless testament
to the enduring spirit of revolution,
a melody that resounds through
the ages, echoing the timeless re-
frain: the quest for a better tomor-
row, sung in harmony by the voices
of change.
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Here's why India-Russia relations are moving towards a new trajectory

Relations between New Delhi and
Moscow have grown steadily despite
the Western sanctions on Russia. Exer-
cising its strategic autonomy, India, to
the West’s disappointment, refrained
from openly criticizing Russia’s mil-
itary actions in Ukraine, according
to Arvind Gupta, the director of New
Delhi-based think tank Vivekananda
International Foundation (VIF), ahead
of the first Valdai Club Russian-Indian
Conference, which will be held in New
Delhi on January 8. The bilateral con-
ference, titled ‘India and Russia: Views
on Alternative World Orders, Regional
Problems and Bilateral Ties’ and orga-
nized by Russia’s leading think tank,
the Valdai Discussion Club, in partner-
ship with the VIE will discuss trends in
the transformation of the world order
and key developments on the bilateral
front.

— International environment

Global tensions are currently running
high and the mechanisms to resolve
them have been ineffective. The on-
going Ukraine conflict and the Isra-
el-Hamas war have exposed the in-
ternational community’s inability to
resolve conflicts and lessen tensions.
Most multilateral mechanisms are
dysfunctional as the world becomes
fragmented and polarized along
multiple axes. The risk of a wider
military conflagration is consider-
able. Arms control and disarmament
mechanisms are non-existent or at
a standstill. Global nuclear and mis-
sile arsenals are being expanded at a
rapid pace. The risk of the weapon-
ization of cyberspace and outer space

— By Dr Arvind Gupta

has also increased. The indiscrim-
inate use of sanctions as a weapon
causes economic and social disrup-
tions globally. The unipolar moment
that came about after the end of the
Cold War has given way to a complex
multipolar world in which Western
hegemony is being increasingly chal-
lenged. The international communi-
ty failed to establish a stable, equal,
indivisible security system after the
end of the Cold War. In a multipolar
world, a sovereign nation has many
options — but there is no guaran-
tee that a world such as this would
necessarily be peaceful and stable.
Russia and India, along with other
countries, can and should contribute
to the evolution of a peaceful, stable
multipolar world based on the idea of
harmony in diversity, the rule of law,
cooperation, and accommodation, in
which the aspirations for security and
growth for all are taken into account.
— New trends in bilateral ties

Indian External Affairs Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar’s visit to
Moscow from December 25-29, 2023
reaffirmed that Indian-Russian ties
remain healthy despite the current
geopolitical turbulence in the world.
Jaishankar was received by President
Vladimir Putin, who expressed satis-
faction at the state of relations and in-
vited Prime Minister Narendra Modi
to visit Russia. He said that he has
kept Modi informed about the Rus-
sia-Ukraine conflict and has studied
proposals made by India. Conveying
a message from Modi to Putin, Jais-
hankar described the relationship

The legal right and key features of RTI

The Right to Information (RTI) is
a legal right that grants individuals
the authority to request and access
information held by public author-
ities. The specific features of RTI
laws can vary by country, but they
generally include the following key
elements: RTI laws are typically en-
acted through legislation or consti-
tutional provisions. They establish
a legal framework that outlines the
rights and responsibilities related
to accessing information held by
public bodies. A core feature of RTI
is the right of individuals to access
information held by public author-
ities. This information may include
government documents, records,
reports, policies, and other relevant
materials. Citizens exercise their
right to information by submitting a
formal request, often called an RTI
application, to the relevant public
authority. The application should
specify the information sought and
include the necessary details for
identification. Public authorities
are obligated to respond to RTI

2024 Election: New hope
for Pakistan

There is a tangible sense of excitement
and hope for our beloved Pakistan’s
future as we approach the elections of
2024. This election process represents a
chance for growth and positive change
on a communal level, in addition to
being a democratic exercise. We an-
ticipate a passionate debate amongst
candidates in the next elections, as they

requests within a stipulated time
frame, usually defined by the law.
This response may involve provid-
ing the requested information, de-
nying access for a valid reason, or
partially disclosing the information.
While RTI laws promote transpar-
ency, they typically include specific
exemptions to protect certain types
of information. Common exemp-
tions include matters of national
security, personal privacy, and com-
mercially sensitive information.
Exemptions should be narrowly
defined to prevent misuse. If an RTI
request is denied, the applicant usu-
ally has the right to appeal the de-
cision. An independent body, often
called an Information Commission
or Information Commissioner, may
oversee the appeal process and en-
sure compliance with the law. Many
RTI laws encourage public author-
ities to proactively disclose certain
types of information without wait-
ing for specific requests. This pro-
active disclosure promotes trans-
parency and reduces the need for

Letters to the Editor

present forward-thinking solutions to
our country’s urgent problems. We
want leadership that places a high pri-
ority on regional equity, job creation,
and economic growth. Our view of poli-
tics is harmony and inclusivity, bridging
differences and striving for the peace-
ful cohabitation of various populations.
Our shared hope is that elected officials
will protect the public’s trust by acting
as stewards of honesty, openness, and

between the two nations as “very
strong, very steady,” due to a con-
vergence of strategic interests. The
foreign ministers of the two countries
also exchanged views on global and
regional issues. As the international
environment changes, Russia and
India are taking steps to further deep-
en their “special and privileged stra-
tegic partnership” which was set up
in 2010. Their cooperation involves
a wide range of topics, including en-
ergy, defense and security, trade and
investment, education and culture,
science and technology, global and
regional issues, and connectivity. A
strong institutional framework for
bilateral exchanges has been set up.
This includes regular summit-level
meetings and interactions through
the India-Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Trade, Economic,
Scientific, Technological and Cultural
Cooperation, as well as the India-Rus-
sia Intergovernmental Commission
for Military and Technical Cooper-
ation. Several specialized working
groups have been set up. The latest
innovation is a ‘2 plus 2’ mechanism
involving the defense and foreign
ministers of both sides. The inaugu-
ral meeting of the group was held
in Delhi in 2021. The two countries
also engage with each other in the
multilateral formats of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO),
BRICS, RIC, G20, and the UN. India
has also begun a discussion on a free
trade agreement with the Eurasian
Economic Union.
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individuals to make formal requests
for commonly sought information.
To encourage individuals to come
forward with information about
corruption or wrongdoing, some
RTI laws include provisions for pro-
tecting whistleblowers from retali-
ation. This protection is crucial for
fostering a culture of accountability.
RTI laws may include penalties for
public officials or agencies that fail
to comply with the requirements,
such as not responding to requests
within the specified time frame.
Penalties help ensure that the right
to information is effectively en-
forced. RTI is a fundamental tool
for promoting transparency, ac-
countability, and good governance.
Its implementation is essential for
empowering citizens to participate
actively in the democratic process
and holding public authorities ac-
countable for their actions. The le-
gal right to information plays a cru-
cial role in advancing the principles
of open government and citizen em-
powerment.

responsibility. We can influence the
course of our country as voters. Let us
enthusiastically engage in this demo-
cratic process by voting for representa-
tives embodying our values and goals.
I hope that the elections of 2024 will
usher in a new era of wealth, unity, and
advancement for Pakistan. Let’s move
on to a better and more prosperous Pa-
kistan with hope and resolve.

—AJAY KUMAR, Sukkur

ChatGPT: A boon or bane
for students?

ChatGPT, the Al chat whiz, has edu-
cators in a tizzy. Can it revolutionize
learning or is it the ultimate plagiarism
accomplice? While its potential for
personalized learning and 24/7 study
support is thrilling, the risks lurking be-
neath the shiny interface demand our
attention. Imagine a student wrestling
with Shakespeare. ChatGPT could
conjure interactive scenes, tailor expla-
nations to their learning style, and even
stage epic rap battles between Romeo
and Juliet, making the Bard (yes, the
other one) accessible like never before.
This personalized approach could be
a game-changer, catering to individ-
ual needs and igniting interest where
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textbooks fail. But alongside the daz-
zling possibilities, shadows creep in.
The ease of churning out Al-generated
essays threatens academic integrity
and undermines learning itself. Copy-
ing and pasting Shakespearean solil-
oquies without understanding them
might earn an A, but the student loses
the priceless journey of grappling with
the text, constructing meaning, and
developing critical thinking skills. So,
how do we harness ChatGPT’s pow-
er while keeping the demons at bay?
Open communication is key. Educators
must discuss responsible Al use, equip
students with digital literacy skills, and
design assessments that go beyond
mere regurgitation of machine-gener-
ated text. Imagine essays where stu-
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dents analyze ChatGPT’s output, delv-
ing into its strengths and limitations,
ultimately forming their own interpre-
tations. ChatGPT is a potent tool, a dou-
ble-edged sword. Used wisely, it can
personalize learning, spark curiosity,
and democratize access to knowledge.
But wielded carelessly, it risks turning
classrooms into plagiarism factories
and students into passive consumers of
Al-generated apps. The choice is ours
- to embrace the tool while safeguard-
ing the cornerstones of education: crit-
ical thinking, intellectual curiosity, and
academic integrity. Let’s turn the tizzy
into a transformative tango, where hu-
mans and Al waltz together; fostering a
vibrant, authentic learning landscape.
—M Shamim Uddin, Jacobabad
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Pakistan’s deep appreciation for its ties with

\

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Ms. Janine
Rohwer, Political Counselor at the Ger-
man Embassy, called on Leader of the
Opposition in the Senate, Senator Dr.
Shahzad Waseem. Matters of mutual in-
terest took center stage as the two sides
deliberated on enhancing the bilateral
relationship between Germany and
Pakistan. Dr. Shahzad Waseem empha-

sized Pakistan’s deep appreciation for
its ties with Germany in diverse sectors.
Expressing the shared historical bonds
between the two nations, Dr. Shahzad
Waseem underscored the need to fur-
ther strengthen relations. He stressed
the significance of fostering parliamen-
tary ties to facilitate a broader and more
robust partnership.

Pak-Qatar Joint Aerial Exercise “Zilzal-li” Kicks
off in Qatar

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Pakistan Air
Force and Qatar Emiri Air Force are all
geared up to participate in joint aerial
Exercise Zilzal-II, commencing in Qatar.
First held in the year 2020, Zilzal-Il air
exercise is the 2nd in the series of these
exercises, hosted by State of Qatar. The
exercise is one of the most complex joint
air force exercises, which aims at pro-
moting interoperability between the two
allied nations while providing an oppor-
tunity for shared learning. The exercise
will mimic a near realistic aerial warfare
scenario coupled with real-time oppor-
tunity for the participating Air Forces to
test their operational readiness. Exer-
cise Zilzal-II, aimed at improving joint
planning mechanism, is considered as
a historical benchmark to further so-
lidify the existing defence partnership
between the two brotherly countries.
During the exercise, PAF’s newly in-
ducted state-of-the-art J-10C fighter
aircraft will flex its muscles against Eu-
rofighter jets of Qatar Emiri Air Force in
their first ever face-off in an aerial exer-
cise.The successful induction and oper-
ationalization of the J-10C fighter jets in
PAF’s fighter fleet and their participa-

tion in yet another international exercise
in an unprecedented short span of time
is a remarkable achievement. The feat
has been achieved in lines with mod-
ernization plan of Air Chief Marshal Za-
heer Ahmed Baber Sidhu, Chief of the
Air Staff, Pakistan Air Force, premised
on smart inductions and focused indeg-
enization. The participation of these
fighter jets in the aerial exercise marks
a significant milestone in PAF’s journey
towards a technologically advanced and
formidable air force. The rapid acquisi-
tion and operationalization of these ad-
vanced fighter aircraft showcases PAF’s
dedication to maintaining a cutting-edge
force, capable of meeting evolving chal-
lenges and defending Pakistan’s air-
space with utmost proficiency. Exercise
Zilzal-ll serves as a platform to foster
greater understanding, cooperation and
friendship between Pakistan Air Force
and Qatar Emiri Air Force, contribut-
ing to regional stability and security.
Pakistan Air Force remains committed
to its mission of safeguarding the skies,
strengthening international alliances
and promoting peace through mutual
cooperation.

Ruet-e-Hilal committee to meet on Friday
for Rajab crescent sighting

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): The Ru-
et-e-Hilal Committee is scheduled to
meet in Islamabad on Friday to sight
the crescent of Rajab al Murajab. Ab-
dul Khabir Azad, the committee’s
chairman, will preside over the zonal
and district Hilal committee meeting in
Kohsar building, Islamabad. Likewise,
zonal committees are set to convene
meetings in different cities, such as
Islamabad, Lahore, and Peshawar, on
the same day. Other committee mem-
bers will engage in the respective zonal
committee sessions in their designated
areas. Representatives of the Ministry
of Religious Affairs, Pakistan Space
and Upper Atmosphere Research

Commission (SUPARCO), the Depart-
ment of Meteorology, and the Ministry
of Science and Technology will par-
ticipate in the meeting. Subsequently,
the Ministry of Religious Affairs will
release a notification in keeping with
the customary practice. It’s noteworthy
that the Committee gathers on the 29th
day of every lunar month, announcing
the moon sighting afterwards. For any
information about the crescent sight-
ing, please communicate with Syed
Abdul Khabir Azad at 0321-9410041,
Syed Mushahid Hussain Khalid (DG)
at 0300-6831822, Hafiz Abdul Qudoos
at 0333-2697051, and Dr. Shahid ur
Rehman at 0331-7681372.

National Polio Immunization Campaign

Islamabad (Agencies): The first nation-
wide polio vaccination campaign of 2024
continued on Thursday, aiming to safe-
guard children from paralytic polio. More
than 44.3 million children under the age
of five are set to receive oral polio drops
during this five-day campaign, which will
run until January 12. Vaccination efforts
will extend to Lakki Marwat and South
Waziristan Upper and Lower from Janu-
ary 15 to 19, Tank from January 15 to 21,
and DI Khan from January 22 to 28. Over

Persists Across Pakistan

400,000 vaccinators will visit children’s
homes, targeting 22.6 million children in
Punjab, 10.3 million in Sindh, 7.5 million
in KB, 2.6 million in Balochistan, 0.72 mil-
lion in AJK, 0.28 million in GB, and 0.42
million in Islamabad. Dr. Shahzad Baig,
Coordinator of the National Emergency
Operations Center for Polio Eradication,
emphasized the importance of parents
welcoming vaccinators, emphasizing the
vaccine’s role in protecting children from
this debilitating disease.

Khoer Mal

-Your Source for Alternate News-

National

British HC Jane Marriott Strengthens Ties with Mirpur:

Fostering Trade, Celebrating Footba

ISLAMABAD (Adnan Hameed): The
British High Commissioner to Pakistan,
Jane Marriott, visited the UK-Pakistani
diaspora in Mirpur. She was accompa-
nied by the Head of the Foreign, Com-
monwealth and Development Office,
Pakistan Department, Richard Lindsay.
Mirpur is called by some as ahome away
from home for Pakistani Brits. This is
due to the large number of dual nation-
als. The UK-Pakistani diaspora is at the
heart of the UK and Pakistan’s relation-
ship. With an estimated 70% of British
Pakistanis originating from Mirpur, the
High Commissioner was delighted to
gain insight into how cross-cultural in-
fluences have shaped Mirpur into the
city it is today. This followed her visit
to Birmingham on 12 December. The
High Commissioner and Head of Pa-
kistan Department met with various
government officials during their visit,
including the Commissioner of the Mir-
pur region and the Deputy Inspector
General (DIG) of Police at Mirpur. The
High Commissioner thanked local offi-
cials for their continued support and co-
operation. She also emphasised the im-
portance she places on consular support
for the British community living in the
area. British High Commissioner Jane
Marriott, CMG OBE, visited the Mirpur
Chamber of Commerce. While speak-
ing to the business community, the High
Commissioner said: “This visit has re-
affirmed my view that across Pakistan
there is a lot more we can do together,
whether it’s liberalising trade, opening
up investment opportunities, bringing in
new technologies, or helping Pakistan
on the path to sustainable growth and

Second phase of Bhal
Safai to kick off from
Jan 14

DG KHAN (Agencies): The second
phase of silt cleaning of at least 14 chan-
nels of Chasma Right Bank Canal would
start from Jan 14. It was said in a meet-
ing chaired by Deputy Commission-
er Shahid Zaman Luk. ADC Ghulam
Mustafa, XEN Sabir Hussain and other
officials concerned participated in the
meeting. Speaking on the occasion, DC
said all officers including him would visit
the site to check smooth working on the
drive. He said the departmental machin-
ery should be immediately arranged for
proper cleaning of channels and bed lev-
el. Quality work should be ensured and
allied departments must be active.

Bid to smuggle heroin
abroad foiled; three held

PESHAWAR (APP): The Excise police
station, Mardan Region on Thursday
foiled a bid to smuggle heroin abroad
and arrested an international drug
smuggler along with two facilitators
while recovering 57 swallowed cap-
sules. According to the spokesman of
Excise, the Excise police acting on a
tip-off conducted an operation on Ring
Road Chamtar Chowk, district Mardan
and intercepted a suspected vehicle
with three persons onboard and going
to Islamabad International Airport. The
police took the main accused Naveed,
a resident of Kot Radha Kishan, district
Kasur, to MMC Hospital where a health
team recovered 57 swallowed capsules
of heroin from his stomach. The Excise
police arrested the international drug
smuggler along with the real owner of
the drug Habib-ul-Haq, and co-facilita-
tor Fazl Muhammad, residents of Bara.
During the investigation, the accused
disclosed that they were taking the
smuggler to Islamabad from where he
had a flight to Dubai. The Excise police
took into custody the passport of the
accused and started a further investiga-
tion after registering a case.

Funeral prayers of police
personnel held

KOHAT (Agencies): The funeral prayer
of martyred policemen in the terrorist
attack was performed in the police lines
here on Thursday. Inspector General
Police Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Akhtar
Hayat Khan, GOC Ninth Division Kohat
Major General Zulfigar Bhatti, Regional
Police Officer Kohat Sher Akbar, Com-
missioner Kohat Division Muhammad
Abid Khan, District Police Officer Kohat
Farhan Khan, Deputy Commissioner
Kohat Dr. Azmatullah Wazir, officials
of Police, Pak Army, district adminis-
tration, families of martyrs and citizens
attended the prayer.
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clean energy — there is so much we can
do. I return to Islamabad with a strong
feeling that our two countries togeth-
er are primed to grow even closer and
continue to work hard to deepen our
relationship.” The High Commissioner
was delighted to visit the Muslim Hands
Football Academy where she met with
Street Children Team runners-up at the
Street Children Football World Cup in
Qatar. The British High Commissioner
said: “The footballing talent here at the
academy is incredible, and I am pleased
to know about their performance in
Qatar: It is great to see so many British
Pakistanis supporting this excellent or-
ganisation- Pakistanis and Brits share a
huge love of sport — and the UK is com-
mitted to promoting sports in Pakistan,
including football. Our Chevening schol-
arship on football science, sponsored
by Swindon Town Football Club, is a
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celebration of this shared love, helping
to build the next generation of football
coaches.” The High Commissioner and
Head of Pakistan Department also met
with members of the British community
in Mirpur alongside President Barrister
Sultan Mahmood to discuss their prior-
ities and the importance of people-peo-
ple links. She additionally discussed the
impacts of climate change on Pakistan
and the region with President Barrister
Sultan Mahmood.

Over 500 students take entry test at
Pakistan-China Institute Gwadar

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): On Monday,
over 500 students from Baluchistan,
both male and female appeared in the
entry test to enroll in various diploma
programs offered by the Pakistan-Chi-
na Technical and Vocational Institute
(PCT&VI) at Gwadar University. The
Institute conducted the entry test for
admission to various three-year and
one-year diploma programs in seven
areas of study. 40% of the applicants
who appeared in the test were female
students which is indicative of a qual-
ity and conducive learning environ-
ment at the institute. As per the insti-
tute’s official notification, all training
programs and course curricula are
developed in collaboration with the
Shandong Institute of Commerce and
Technology (SICT), China, and rele-
vant accrediting bodies. It will accom-
modate about 300 students and will
provide them with one year of learning
after which they will be transferred to
the Shandong Institute of Commerce
and Technology in China for a one-
year diploma. The courses include

maritime and port management, soft-
ware technology, e-commerce, and
tourism management, a diploma in
electronics, an advanced diploma in
Chinese language and culture, and
an advanced diploma in the English
language. PCT&VI at Gwadar is built
to empower the youth of Baluchistan,
especially women, by providing them
with technical education and skills,
which will help them get job oppor-
tunities in Gwadar Port, Free Zone
Industry, and other projects of CPEC.
It is expected to play an important role
in the region’s development, providing
huge benefits to the youth of Baluch-
istan, especially Gwadar.

Eminent poet,humorist Tbne Insha’
remembered on his 46th death anniversary

ISLAMABAD (APP): Eminent Urdu
poet humorist and travelogue writer
Ibne Insha was remembered on his 46th
death anniversary Thursday where fans
from all walks of life from media plat-
forms have paid him rich tributes for
his contribution in the entertainment in-
dustry. Ibne Insha’s real name was Sher
Muhammad Khan and he was born in
Jalandhar district of Indian Punjab in
1927. He later migrated to Pakistan.
He was given the Pride of Performance
Award in 1978, the PTV news channel
reported. His poetry was simple but had
depth. The real cause of his popularity
was his humorous poetry and columns.
His masterpieces are still remembered
by his admirers and his most famous
ghazal ‘Insha Ji Uttho’ is a modern-day
classic. Along with his poetry, he was
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regarded as one of the best humorists
of Urdu. Ibn-e-Insha’s poetic works are
Chand Nagar and Dil-e-Wehshi while
travelogues are “Awara Gard Ki Diary”,
“Dunya Gol Hey”, “Ibn-e-Batoota Kay
Taqub Main”,”Chaltay Ho To Cheen KO
Chaliye” and “Nagri Nagri Phira Musa-
fir”. His humorous books are “Khu-
mar-e-Gandum” and “Urdu Ki Aakhri
Kitaab”. His collection of letters is titled
“Khat Insha Jee Kay”.

Pakistani Zaireen Awaiting Visas for
Ajmer Sharif Pilgrimage

Islamabad (Agencies): Pakistani
Zaireen, who intended to visit Ajmer
Sharif in India, are still awaiting vi-
sas. Despite being scheduled to de-
part on Saturday, the Indian High
Commission has not provided infor-
mation about the visas, as reported
by the Ministry of Religious Affairs
spokesperson. The spokesperson
advised Zaireen to refrain from
traveling to Lahore until further
notice. Under the 1974 agreement,
religious tourist delegations from
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both countries facilitate the annual
pilgrimage of hundreds of Hindu
and Sikh pilgrims to their respective
religious places.
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A Brush with Art: Madrassa Students Shine in PNCAs Calligraphy
Workshop Exhibition

ISLAMABAD (Adnan Hameed) : The
Pakistan National Council of the Arts
(PNCA) is delighted to announce the
successful culmination of the trans-
formative = two-week calligraphy
workshop, “A Calligraphic Journey,”
conducted by esteemed calligrapher
Mr. Nasir Khan Seemab. Under the
patronage of the Federal Minister of
National Heritage & Culture Develop-
ment, Mr. Jamal Shah, this workshop
proved to be a remarkable exploration
of the intricate art of calligraphy. The
Closing Ceremony, Exhibition, and
Certificate Distribution took place at
the Gallery no. 3 of National Art Gal-
lery, Islamabad showcasing the excep-
tional works of the talented Madrassa
students who participated in this im-
mersive program.

- Event Highlights:

Title: A Calligraphic Journey - Closing
Ceremony, Exhibition, and Certificate
Distribution

Guided by Mr. Nasir Khan Seemab,
the two-week workshop provided a
unique platform for Madrassa stu-
dents to delve into the rich world of
calligraphy, exploring various styles
and historical contexts. The exhibi-
tion featured the culmination of their
artistic endeavors, highlighting the
skills and creativity cultivated during
this intensive learning experience.
Federal Minister Mr. Jamal Shah, un-
der whose esteemed patronage this
workshop flourished, graced the event
with his presence along with M. Ayoub
Jamali, Director General, PNCA. His
unwavering support for artistic en-
deavors and cultural development was

instrumental in the success of “A Cal-
ligraphic Journey.” The Federal Minis-
ter expressed his satisfaction with the
outcomes of the workshop, stating,
“Witnessing the dedication and tal-
ent of these young calligraphers has
been truly inspiring. This initiative
reflects our commitment to nurturing
artistic expression and preserving our
cultural heritage. I am proud to have
been part of this endeavor.” The Fed-
eral Secretary, Ms. Humaira Ahmed
also provided remarks, commending
the participants for their dedication.
“The art of calligraphy holds a signif-
icant place in our cultural heritage.
This workshop not only honed the
skills of these students but also con-

PM Kakar to attend World Economic Forum in
Switzerland on Jan 15-19

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-Haq Kakar
will visit Davos, Switzerland, on Jan-
uary 15-19, to participate in the 54th
Annual Meeting of the World Econom-
ic Forum (WEF), the Foreign Office
said Thursday. The WEF is an annual
gathering of government and corporate
leaders for discussions on contempo-
rary trends and challenges, develop-
ments shaping the world, and charting
collective policy responses. The theme
of this year’s meeting is “Rebuilding
Trust.” Foreign Office Spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch at a weekly press
briefing said the prime minister would
attend three key thematic events includ-
ing preventing an era of global conflict,
restoring faith in the global system, and
preventing economic fracture. She said
the prime minister would also deliver a
keynote address on the theme “Trade
Tech’s Trillion Dollar Promise” and
hold meetings with government and
business leaders on the sidelines. The
FO spokesperson said Pakistan rejected
the US State Department’s classifica-
tion of Pakistan as a “Country of Partic-
ular Concern” (CPC). “There are seri-
ous questions about the credibility and
transparency of the process of making
such classifications,” she said. Baloch
said, “We also believe that such unilater-
al, arbitrary, and subjective designations
and reports are counterproductive and
undermine the objective of advancing
religious freedoms.” The spokesperson
said Pakistan supported the application
filed by South Africa before the Interna-
tional Court of Justice concerning Isra-
el’s violations of its obligations under
the 1951 Genocide Convention about
the Palestinian people in Gaza. “We
consider this legal action timely and
an important step towards holding Is-
rael to account for its well-documented
atrocities unleashed against Palestinian
people since 7 October 2023,” she said.
She said Pakistan shared the concerns
raised in the application by South Afri-
ca. “Israel’s ongoing military aggression

and actions against the Palestinian peo-
ple constitute war crimes and crimes
against humanity and amount to geno-
cidal acts,” she said. The spokesperson
said, “We reiterate our call for an imme-
diate and unconditional ceasefire; an
end to Israel’s unabated massacre of the
Palestinian people; an uplifting of an in-
humane siege; and expeditious delivery
of humanitarian assistance to the Pales-
tinian people.” She said Pakistan firmly
believed that the only just solution to the
Palestinian question is the creation of
an independent, viable, sovereign, and
contiguous Palestinian State along the
pre-June 1967 borders with Al-Quds-
Al-Sharif as its capital. Mumtaz Baloch
said the fifth of January was observed
as the Right to Self-Determination Day
for the people of Jammu and Kashmir.
On this day in 1949, she said, the Unit-
ed Nations Commission for India and
Pakistan (UNCIP) adopted a resolution
guaranteeing a free and fair plebiscite
in Jammu and Kashmir, to enable the
Kashmiri people to realize their right to
self-determination. “The right to self-de-
termination is a fundamental tenet of
international law. Every year, the UN
General Assembly adopts a resolution
that reaffirms the legal right of people
to decide their destiny,” she said. The
spokesperson expressed unequivocal
support for the realization of the right
to self-determination for people under
foreign occupation. “For over seventy
years, India has denied the Kashmiri
people their inalienable right to self-de-
termination,” she said. She urged India
to respect the rights and freedoms of
the people in IOJK so that the Kashmiri
people can exercise their right to self-de-
termination as enshrined in the relevant
UN Security Council resolutions. The
spokesperson said Pakistan would con-
tinue to extend political, diplomatic,
and moral support to Kashmiri broth-
ers and sisters for the just and peaceful
settlement of the Jammu and Kashmir
dispute in accordance with the UN Se-
curity Council Resolutions.
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tributed to the promotion and preser-
vation of our rich cultural traditions.”
The media, esteemed guests, and the
public witnessed the talent and dedi-
cation of these budding calligraphers
as they showcased their masterpieces.
The ceremony included the distribu-
tion of certificates to the participat-
ing students, acknowledging their
commitment to the art of calligraphy.
This event served as a testament to
the PNCA's commitment to nurturing
artistic talent and providing platforms
for cultural enrichment. The organi-
zation extends its sincere gratitude to
Mr. Jamal Shah and Mr. Nasir Khan
Seemab for their invaluable contribu-
tions to the success of this workshop.

President approves
resignation of Justice
Mazahir Naqgvi

ISLAMABAD (APP): President Dr Arif
Alvi on Thursday approved the res-
ignation of the Supreme Court Judge
Justice Syed Mazahir Ali Akbar Naqvi.
The president approved the resignation
on the advice of the prime minister in
the exercise of the power under Article
179 of the Constitution.

Oil tanker carrying
10,000-liter fuel over
turns in Sadigabad

ISLAMABAD (APP): An oil tanker
carrying 10,000 litres of spirit fuel over-
turned near Taj Chowk Bypass Road in
Sadigabad on Thursday. According to
details, over ten thousand litres of oil was
split while two including a driver and a
helper were injured in the accident, a
private news channel reported. The po-
lice and rescue teams reached the spot
of the accident after they were informed.
Meanwhile, a fire tender also rushed to
the place while a crane was also called to
lift the vehicle away from the road.

Robber gang busted,
two held

MULTAN (Agencies): Seetal Mari police
have busted a notorious robber gang
and arrested two members of the gang
besides recovering looted valuables
from their possession during a special
operation launched here on Thursday.
Taking action on the rising incidents
of motorcycle robbery, a special police
team was formed under the supervision
of SP City Division Hassan Raza Khakhi
to arrest the criminals. The police team
busted the Usman gang and arrested
two members of the gang including the
ring leader Usman Haider and Ghulam
Murtaza. The police recovered looted
valuables worth over Rs one million
including ten motorcycles, cash and
weapons from their possession by trac-
ing eight cases from them during the
interrogation.
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Islamabad Airport Unveils Exclusive CIP
SLounge in PSartnership with Serena(l?otefls,
etting New Standards in Passenger Comfort
[ 8—“' . 8 F

ISLAMABAD (Khyber Mail): Islamabad
International Airport recently inaugu-
rated one of its CIP Lounges operated
by hospitality leader Serena Hotels. This
marks a significant development in the
airport’s pursuit of enhancing the pas-
senger experience. The collaboration
between Islamabad International Air-
port and Serena Hotel demonstrates a
strategic partnership between the avia-
tion and hospitality sectors. The lounge
design provides passengers a sophis-
ticated and comfortable environment,
ensuring a seamless experience while
at the airport. Through this initiative, the
airport aims to bring travelers the relax-
ing and inviting atmosphere of Serena
Hotel, with an emphasis on quality ser-
vice and superior amenities as it strives
to set new standards for the passenger
experience. Partnering with a reputed
hospitality brand is part of airport’s ef-
forts to offer its esteemed travelers more
options and satisfaction.

Minister advise citizens to maintain a healthy diet,use
face masks as ‘pneumonia cases rises in Punjab’

ISLAMABAD (Agenccies): Provincial
Minister for Primary and Secondary
Health and Population Welfare Dr Ja-
mal Nasir Thursday urged people to
remain vigilant while maintaining a
healthy diet and using face masks as
‘pneumonia cases’ were continuously
rising due to smog weather. Talking to
a private news channel he pointed out
that people with weak immunity due to
chronic cardiac, kidney and liver dis-
eases or diabetes could easily contract
the respiratory disease in cold weath-
er. Health experts warned of an acute
rise in pneumonia cases among elderly
people and children, adding, citizens
asked to use plenty of rest, warm bev-
erages, steam baths or the use of hu-
midifiers in houses for air moisture and
timely consultations with doctors. He
said that the major cause of increased
cases was undiagnosed influenza and

pneumonia cases, adding, citizens to
immediately consult doctors and re-
ceive treatment after having respirato-
ry issues. He confirmed that the num-
ber of pneumonia cases was higher
than the previous year, adding, a pre-
cautionary measure to protect young
children from the harsh cold weather
conditions prevailing in the province.
Replying to a question, he said that
the Punjab government was cracking
down on vehicles emitting smoke, add-
ing, that action would be taken against
all factories causing environmental
pollution with district administrations
closely monitoring all industries and
brick kilns. In addition to the school
mask mandate, the public has been
urged to use masks as well. Citizens
are encouraged to take precautions to
safeguard their health in the face of the
ongoing smog crisis, he added.

Empowering women can ensure sustained
economic growth’

LAHORE (Agencies): Coordinator
to Minister of State and Federal Tax
Ombudsman Meher Kashif Younis on
Thursday said that empowering wom-
en at grassroots level in Pakistan had
great significance for fostering sus-
tainable economic growth. Addressing
a round-table conference on “ Impact
of Empowering Women in Economic
Growth” here, he added that women
had a pivotal role to play in the econom-
ic and overall development so prioritis-
ing their empowerment became para-
mount. Kashif Meher was of the view
that investing in women’s education,
healthcare and economic opportuni-
ties not only enhanced their well-being
but also propelled the nation towards
prosperity. He said economic empow-
erment involved creating opportunities
for women to enter and thrive in var-
ious sectors. Micro-finance initiatives,
vocational training programmes, and
support for women entrepreneurs
could boost economic growth by tap-
ping the potential of women in the
workforce, he suggested. Recognizing

and addressing gender-based barriers
in the workplace was crucial for fos-
tering an inclusive environment that
allowed women to contribute effective-
ly towards strengthening the national
economy, he asserted. The coordina-
tor said that legal reforms and social
awareness campaigns could challenge
ingrained gender stereotypes, promot-
ing a culture that valued and respected
the rights of women. This cultural shift
was fundamental for creating an envi-
ronment where women could actively
participate in all aspects of society with-
out facing discrimination. “A nation can
harness the full potential of its women
by ensuring their more prosperous and
equitable future. Educating women is
a cornerstone for empowerment. By
ensuring widespread access to quality
education, Pakistan can equip women
with the knowledge and skills needed
to participate actively in the workforce.
An educated female population con-
tributes to informed decision-making,
improved health practices, and a more
robust economy,”he concluded.

Dark night of Indian oppression in [I0OJK will
eventually end: APHC

ISLAMABAD (APP): The All Parties
Hurriyat Conference (APHC) Thurs-
day said that the dark night of Indian
oppression in occupied Jammu and
Kashmir will eventually end one day
and the Kashmiri people will see the
dawn of freedom. According to Kash-
mir Media Service, the APHC spokes-
man in a statement issued in Srinagar
said the people of Kashmir are de-
manding their inalienable right to
self determination but the Indian Hin-
dutva regime is reluctant to accept
the peaceful and democratic formula
and is hell bent on using repression
against the legitimate and indigenous
resistance movement of Kashmir. He
said Kashmiris are presently forced to

rlowus@ @ © © thekhybermail

live under illegal military occupation
of India, yet they are determined to
gain freedom as they have never sub-
mitted to Indian machinations. The
spokesman said that Indian colonial-
ism used every tactic of oppression
to weaken the Kashmiris’ indigenous
movement for freedom but it could
not stop them from continuing their
struggle for right to self-determina-
tion. He said that the Kashmiris had
a great respect for the youth who had
sacrificed their lives for the Kashmir
cause and urged the international
community to increase pressure on
India to stop state terrorism in occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir and resolve
the lingering Kashmir dispute.
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Saudi utility company ACWA Power signs $1.5bn wind energy deal with Egypt

RIYADH (Agencies): The Egyptian
government signed an agreement on
Wednesday with a consortium led by
Saudi utility company ACWA Power for
wind energy production in the Gulf of
Suez and Gulf of Zeit. The project aims
to generate 1.1 gigawatts of power and
is worth $1.5 billion in terms of invest-
ments, the Saudi Press Agency report-
ed. Mohammed Shaker, the Egyptian
minister of electricity and renewable en-
ergy, said the venture is the largest wind

energy project in the region and ranks
among the top onshore initiatives of its
kind globally. Each year it is expected
to cut carbon emissions by 2.4 million
tons, save about 840,000 tons of fuel,

and supply power to a million homes in
Egypt. ACWA's chief investment officer;
Thomas Brostrom, said the project will
incorporate 220-meter-tall wind tur-
bines featuring cutting-edge technology.
The agreement was signed in Cairo by
Mohammed Al-Khayyat, the chair of
Egypt’'s New and Renewable Energy
Authority; Mohammed Hamdouche,
ACWA's vice president for business de-
velopment; and Hassan Amin, the direc-
tor of ACWA Power Egypt.

Asia-Pacific Jobless Rate Steady Amid Falling Poverty: ILO

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): The
International Labour Organisa-
tion (ILO) states that the unem-
ployment rate in the Asia-Pacif-
ic region is expected to remain
constant at 4.5% during 2024-25,
considering socio-economic de-
velopments in low- and middle-in-
come economies. The report in-
dicates that, at around 4.5%, the
regional unemployment rate fell
below pre-pandemic levels in
2023, concealing variations across
countries and age groups.

The unemployment rate is project-
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ed to remain stable over the next
two years, significantly lower than
the 2020 spike of 5.5%.

It is also lower than the pre-pan-
demic level of 4.7% in 2019 and
the long-term average of 5.1% be-
tween 2010 and 2019.

The report emphasizes that al-
though joblessness and the
jobs gap have decreased below
pre-pandemic levels, global un-
employment is expected to rise
in 2024, raising concerns about
growing inequalities and stagnant
productivity.

TikTok, LVMH work on plan to limit fake items sold on app

LONDON (Agencies): Luxury conglom-
erate LVMH is in discussions with Tik-
Tok and its parent company ByteDance
Ltd on a plan for limiting counterfeit
products sold on the popular video-shar-
ing app. The aim is to work together to
achieve an “elevated shopping experi-
ence” as TikTok expands its market-
place globally, said Toto Haba, senior
vice president of global omni-marketing
for Benefit Cosmetics, a beauty brand
owned by LVMH, Europe’s largest lux-
ury company. The parent group also
includes 74 other brands such as Louis
Vaitton, Christian Dior, Givenchy, Tif-

fany & Co and TAG Heuer. The luxury
group has an agreement in place with
Alibaba Group Holding 1.td to fight fake
goods on its online Tmall marketplace,
Haba said. The deal could be a major
move to help TikTok Shop’s reputation

among brands and shoppers in key new
markets. The company fully launched
shopping in the US last year and al-
ready has ambitious targets, aiming to
increase the size of its American e-com-
merce business 10-fold to as much as
US$17.5 billion in 2024, Bloomberg has
reported, according to people familiar
with the matter. A TikTok spokesperson
declined to comment. Online market-
places like Amazon.com Inc, JD.com
and Alibaba’s Tmall have long seen
sellers hawking counterfeit products at
very low prices, combating them with
varying degrees of success.

China’s solar boom fuels record growth in global renewables

HONG KONG (Agencies): The world’s
new renewable power capacity grew by
50% last year and should keep break-
ing records this decade on the back of a
surge in cheaper solar panels, particu-
larly in China. Almost 510 gigawatts of
renewables were installed in 2023, set-
ting a record for the 22nd straight year,
the International Energy Agency said.
Driven by a huge expansion in China’s
solar fleet, the world is inching toward
a target set at the COP28 climate sum-
mit to triple renewable power by the
end of the decade. “Under current pol-
icies and market conditions, global re-
newable capacity is already on course
to increase by two-and-a-half times by
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2030,” IEA Executive Director Fatih
Birol said. “It’s not enough yet to reach
the COP28 goal of tripling renewables,
but we’re moving closer — and govern-
ments have the tools needed to close
the gap.” Plunging solar panel pric-
es helped China to deploy a record
amount of new clean power production

in 2023, something that shows little
sign of slowing. From 2023 to 2028, the
IEA expects the nation to build about
30% more renewable capacity than the
rest of the world combined. China’s
growth has been so rapid that the IEA
raised its six-year clean power forecast
for the country by 64%. Rooftop solar
installations are key to the sector’s
growth, both in China and elsewhere,
as homeowners and businesses turn to
the technology to cut energy bills and
emissions. The so-called distributed so-
lar sector is set to grow over 200% from
2023 to 2028, compared with the pre-
vious six years, exceeding wind power
additions, according to the IEA.

OpenAl launches new store for users to share custom chatbots

NEW YORK (Agencies): OpenAl has
launched an online store where peo-
ple can share customised versions of
the company’s popular ChatGPT chat-
bot, after initially delaying the rollout
because of leadership upheaval last
year. The new store, which rolled out
Wednesday to paid ChatGPT users,
will corral the chatbots that users cre-
ate for a variety of tasks, for example
a version of ChatGPT that can teach
math to a child or come up with col-
orful cocktail recipes. The product,
called the GPT Store, will include
chatbots that users have chosen to
share publicly. It will eventually intro-
duce ways for people to make mon-
ey from their creations — much as
they might through the app stores of
Apple Inc or Alphabet Inc’s Google.
Similar to those app stores, OpenAl’s
GPT Store will let users see the most
popular and trending chatbots on a
leaderboard and search for them by
category. In a blog post announcing

Trendina

the rollout OpenAl said that people
have made 3 million custom chatbots
thus far, though it was not clear how
many were available through its store
at launch. The store’s launch comes as
OpenAl works to build out its ecosys-
tem of services and find new sources

-
GPTs

of revenue. On Wednesday, OpenAl
also announced a new paid ChatGPT
tier for companies with smaller teams
that starts at US$25 a month per user.
OpenAl first launched a corporate ver-
sion of ChatGPT with added features
and privacy safeguards in August.

Autonomous drlvmg is happenmg but slower than expected

LAS VEGAS (Agencies): To the be-
lievers, the oft-promised autonomous
car revolution is “clearly happening”
— they point to the myriad displays at
the Consumers Electronics Show in
Las Vegas that defy the industry’s bad
headlines. “Companies are deploying
robotaxis in larger scale than before
and in more cities,” insisted Kersten
Heineke, partner and codirector of
the McKinsey Center for Future Mo-
bility. Even “in times where money is
scarce...we’re clearly progressing. It
just takes a bit longer than we were
expecting three or five years ago.” And
while “there’s nothing flashy” at this
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year’s CES, there are noted improve-

ments “in crucial technologies” on
show, he said. Still the headwinds —
and doubts — are there, with venture
capital harder to secure and a series
of mishaps grabbing attention, even if
some data demonstrates that fears are
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not merited.

— Cameras, lasers and 3D, The focus
now is on safety.

From long-established companies to
young start-ups, the aisles at CES are
brimming with innovations in 3D vi-
sion, night vision, driver fatigue de-
tectors and hand-on-wheel detection.
“Technology saves lives” by improving
road safety, said Christophe Perillat,
head of the French Valeo group. He
believes that by 2030, 90% of vehicles
produced worldwide will be equipped
with driver assistance systems, and half
of those will be level 2 and 2+, with a
few million at level 3 or 4.

Business

Pakistan Witnesses 56% Drop in Car Sales
Amid Inflation and Supply Challenges

KARACHI (Agencies): The Pakistan
Automotive Manufacturers Associ-
ation (PAMA) has reported a signif-
icant 55.55% year-on-year decline
in passenger car sales for the first
half of the fiscal year 2024. Facing
challenges such as surging inflation,
currency depreciation, diminished
demand, and political uncertainty, the
automotive industry is grappling with
additional obstacles from recent dis-
ruptions in the supply chain. The data
from PAMA shows a substantial de-
crease in passenger car sales, totaling
30,662 units in 1HFY24, compared
to 68,912 units in the corresponding
period of the previous fiscal year. Pro-
duction figures reveal a 56.87% year-

on-year drop in the total production
of passenger cars, reaching 30,786
units in 1HFY24. The challenges in-
clude a scarcity of dollars impacting
the import of crucial car parts and
raw materials, leading major players
like Honda and Suzuki to temporarily
halt production.

FBR Restructuring Plan Faces Criticism
from Tax Officials

ISLAMABAD (Agencies): Tax offi-
cials in Pakistan have voiced their
concerns over the proposed re-
structuring of the Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR). They cite a lack of
transparency, the absence of an im-
plementation mechanism, and insuf-
ficient involvement by relevant minis-
tries as major issues. The officials are
particularly worried about potential
threats to the federation’s financial
independence due to fragmented
management and taxation without
a comprehensive plan. They have
threatened to take legal action if the
restructuring plan is hastily approved
by the interim finance minister. The
current FBR structures, established
with the support of foreign financial
institutions in the late 1990s and ear-

ly 2000s, are well-thought-out, and
the existing tax collection system is
a result of these changes. However,
the proposed reorganization plan re-
portedly lacks clarity, detailed infor-
mation on administrative boards, and
certainty regarding the tax charging
and collecting sectors. Despite the
caretaker administration emphasiz-
ing the need for restructuring to in-
crease the tax-to-GDP ratio and im-
prove taxpayer convenience, there is
uncertainty about how the plan would
incorporate the agricultural, retail,
and real estate industries. Critics ar-
gue that the planned restructuring
could further fragment the revenue
service, disrupt the income stream,
and negatively impact the fiscal ob-
jectives for the current year.

Google lays off hundreds in hardware, voice
assistant teams

CALIFORNIA (Agencies): Alphabet
Inc.’s Google is laying off hundreds of
staff working on its digital assistant,
hardware and engineering teams as
it sustains a drive to cut costs. The

affected workers included those
working on the voice-based Google
Assistant and at the augmented re-
ality hardware team. Employees in

the company’s central engineering
organisation also got hit by cuts, the
company said. The reductions come
as Google’s core search business
feels the heat from rival artificial-in-
telligence offerings from Microsoft
Corp and ChatGPT-creator OpenAl.
On calls with investors, Google exec-
utives pledged to scrutinise their op-
erations to identify places where they
can make cuts, and free up resources
to invest in their biggest priorities.
“Throughout the second half of 2023,
a number of our teams made changes
to become more efficient and work
better, and to align their resources
to their biggest product priorities,” a
Google spokesperson said in a state-
ment. “Some teams are continuing
to make these kinds of organisation-
al changes, which include some role
eliminations globally.”

OpenAl in talks With CNN, Fox and Time to
license content

NEW YORK (Agencies): OpenAl is in
talks with CNN, Fox Corp and Time to
license their work, according to people
familiar with the matter, in a growing
effort to secure access to news content
to build out its artificial intelligence
products while facing allegations it’s
ripping off copyrighted materials.
The startup behind ChatGPT, a tool
that lets users quickly crank out text,
code and other content with simple
prompts, is seeking to cut deals with
numerous producers of news, video
and other digital media that can be
used to make the Al chatbot more ac-
curate, relevant and up to date. Ope-
nAl is also battling lawsuits alleging
copyright infringement. OpenAl is dis-
cussing licensing articles from Warner

Bros Discovery Inc’s CNN that it can
use to train ChatGPT and also feature
CNN'’s content in OpenAlI’s products,
according to one of the people, who
spoke on condition of anonymity to
discuss private matters. CNN and
Fox are negotiating not just around li-
censing text, but also video and image
content, the people said. CNN and Fox
declined to comment.

BYDs first chartered cargo ship for EVs sets sall
for Europe

SHENZEN (Agencies): BYD Co’s first
chartered cargo ship has set sail as the
automaker ramps up exports of elec-
tric vehicles. The BYD Explorer No
1, capable of carrying 7,000 cars, is
bound for Europe after making a stop
in the Chinese port of Yantai and soon
Shenzhen. The ship is managed by Zo-
diac Maritime Ltd and is being rented
to BYD, according to a WeChat post
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by China International Marine Con-
tainers Group Co., which built the ves-
sel. BYD, having conquered its home
market to become China’s best-selling
car brand, is expanding overseas at a
rapid click. It clinched the crown of
the world’s largest EV manufacturer
from Tesla Inc in the fourth quarter.
Chinese carmakers’ growing presence
offshore has drawn retaliation from
the European Union, which in October
launched an investigation into Chinese
EV subsidies it says distort the market.
BYD Explorer No 1’s maiden voyage
started in Longkou, a port city in Chi-
na’s northeastern Shandong province.
It stopped into Yantai on Jan 9 and
is now headed for Shenzhen, where
BYD is headquartered.
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5 young talents to watch at AFC Asian Cup in Qatar

DOHA (Agencies): The beauty of
international football tournaments
can often be found in the unknown
— in an unfancied team making
a deep run, or the discovery of a
new talent. On this score, the AFC
Asian Cup always delivers, with
each passing edition bringing to
the fore a new name for legions of
fans to admire. And this upcoming
Asian Cup, to be held in Qatar over
the next month promises to be no
exception. Here are five young stars
to watch this month. Abbas Al-Has-
san, 19, Saudi Arabia The name

Abbas Al-Hassan was not on many
people’s lips before the start of this
Saudi Pro League season, but so
impressive has the midfielder been
for Al-Fateh that he has forced his
way into Roberto Mancini’s squad.

Making his international debut in
November’s window, playing both
qualifiers against Pakistan and Jor-
dan, the 19-year-old got the nod in
the Asian Cup squad ahead of more
experienced players like Salman Al-
Faraj. This perhaps heralds a new
era for the Green Falcons as they
have one eye on both the 2027 Asian
Cup and 2034 World Cup, which will
both be held in Saudi Arabia. While
there is still competition in midfield,
Al-Hassan could emerge as one of
the first pillars of the new Saudi
Arabia moving forward.

Ali Monfaradi and Talison Costa set for rematch at sescond Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI (Agencies): The second
edition of the Abu Dhabi Extreme
Championship will feature a rematch
between Bahrain’s Ali Monfaradi and
Brazil’s Talison Costa on Jan. 19 at Abu
Dhabi’s Mubadala Arena. The bout
reignites their rivalry after a closely
contested encounter in the Abu Dhabi
World Professional Jiu-Jitsu Cham-
pionship Master 1 division final last
November. “I may have won our last
encounter and am the current world
champion in our division, but I am un-
der no false impressions; Talison is a
very capable athlete, and this is a very

Extreme Championship
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different ruleset,” said Monfaradi. “Our
previous matches were rooted in strate-
gy and tactics. In the ADXC ruleset, we

will see a very different match where
we will both be taking more risks, and
I have tirelessly prepared in my train-
ing camp accordingly.” Known for
his aggressive fighting style and sub-
mission-seeking approach, Costa ex-
pressed confidence in the ADXC rules,
which favor his strengths. “I have had
13 MMA fights and I'm accustomed to
pressing opponents against the cage.
Performing Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu in the
cage presents some differences. Due
to my familiarity with it, I believe that
in the takedown game, this will provide
me with a slight advantage.

Middlesbrough stun Chelsea flops to take League Cup semifinal lead

MIDDLESBROUGH (Agencies):
Chelsea boss Mauricio Pochettino be-
moaned a familiar lack of cutting edge
after his team lost the first leg of their
League Cup semifinal 1-0 to Champi-
onship side Middlesbrough at the Riv-
erside on Tuesday. Hayden Hackney
scored the only goal on 38 minutes as
Pochettino’s expensively assembled
array of stars again failed to perform
away from home. Chelsea have lost
five of their last six away games and
21 times on the road since the be-
ginning of last season — the most of
any Premier League team. The Blues
must turn the tie around when the

sides meet agaln at Stamford Bridge
on January 23 to avoid heaping more
pressure on Pochettino’s position
during a disappointing first season in
charge for the Argentine. “If we assess
the performance overall we were the
better side, had clear chances, but we

didn’t score and weren’t clinical,” said
Pochettino. “It happened a lot this
season.” Boro boss Michael Carrick
could have been forgiven for cursing
his luck after losing top scorer Em-
manuel Latte Lath to injury after just
three minutes. Carrick was also forced
to withdraw Alex Bangura inside 20
minutes but the second-tier side were
not fazed. “It’s very special,” said the
former Manchester United midfielder.
“I know it’s a two-legged affair and
there is still all to play for; but for what
we’ve had to go through, the injuries,
the setbacks we’ve had, to beat a team
of Chelsea’s quality is unbelievable.”

Atletico Madrid boss Diego Simeone sets sights on Spanish Super
Cup victory over Real in Riyadh

RIYADH (Agencies): Atletico Ma-
drid manager Diego Simeone said on
Tuesday his side’s Spanish Super Cup
semifinal clash with Real Madrid in
Riyadh on Wednesday is a different
proposition to their 3-1 La Liga victory
when the sides last met, in September,
but he still intends to emerge victori-
ous. The Kingdom is hosting the 40th
Supercopa de Espana, which will take
place at Al-Awwal Park in Riyadh from
Jan. 10 to 14. City rivals Atletico and
Real meet in the first semifinal of the
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four-club competition and Barcelona
will face Osasuna on Thursday, with
the final to be played on Sunday. All
matches Kick off at 10pm Saudi time.

“All tournaments are different and
have their unique circumstances,”
Simeone said. “We play consistently
well and are aware that we are playing
against a great club like Real Madrid.
I have the utmost respect for all clubs
and we are here today to compete for
the win.” Wednesday’s clash is the first
between the clubs since Simeone’s
side achieved a memorable league vic-
tory over Real thanks to an Alvaro Mo-
rata double either side of an Antoine
Griezmann goal.

Koopmeiners brace fires Atalanta past Milan into Coppa Italia semis

MILAN (Agencies): Teun Koop-
meiners scored twice as Atalanta
came back from a goal down to beat
AC Milan 2-1 at San Siro in their
Coppa Italia quarterfinal clash on
Wednesday. Rafael Leao broke the
deadlock for Milan just before half-
time with an elegant first-time finish
from Theo Hernandez’s pass, but
in a swift response, an unmarked

Koopmeiners recelved a ball from
Emil Holm near the edge of the box

before guiding a low shot into the
far corner. Koopmeiners then com-
pleted the comeback for Atalanta
in the 59th minute when he con-
verted a penalty after Alex Jimenez
fouled Aleksei Miranchuk.Atalanta
will play Fiorentina in a two-legged
semifinal in April followmg Vincen-
zo Italiano’s side’s win over Bologna
on penalties on Tuesday.

Real Madrid boss hails substitutes for 5-3 Spanish
Super Cup semifinal success

RIYADH (Agencies): Real Madrid man-
ager Carlo Ancelotti said his substitutes
“made the difference” after his side won
an incredible Spanish Super Cup 2024
semifinal 5-3 in extra time on Wednes-
day night in Riyadh. Real Madrid went
behind twice in the match only to show
immense resilience to force an extra 30
minutes and eventually overcome a spir-
ited performance from their city rivals.
After Mario Hermoso headed Atletico
ahead after six minutes, Real went in
front through goals from Antonio Rudi-
ger and Ferland Mendy, before a sublime

leveler from Antoine Griezmann saw the
first half end at 2-2. A Rudiger own goal
looked to give Atletico another derby vic-
tory this season — Diego Simeone’s side
won 3-1 in La Liga in September — but
Dani Carvajal netted to take the game

into extra time. Ancelotti’s substitutes
were the heroes, with first Joselu forc-
ing a late own goal from Stefan Savic
and then Brahim Diaz completing the
5-3 win in injury time of extra time. The
40th edition of the historic Supercopa de
Espana (Spanish Super Cup) is taking
place at Al-Nassr’s Al-Awwal Park —
the home of former Real Madrid hero
Cristiano Ronaldo — from Jan. 10 to 14.
“This was a tight game, a tough match.
The team did a really good job attacking
and defending, we did a good job. It was
a great effort,” Ancelotti said.

Malaysia Open heartbreak for shuttlers Tang Jie-Ee Wel

KUALA LUMPUR (Agenmes) National
top mixed doubles pair Chen Tang Jie-
Toh Ee Wei fell short of replicating their
Malaysia Open quarter-final success last
year as they were ousted by Japanese
duo Hiroki Midorikawa-Natsu Saito
in the second round of the tournament
here today. Despite putting up a strong
fight in the opening game, it was not
enough for world No 9 Tang Jie and
Ee Wei, who eventually succumbed to
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Mldonkawa Saito 22-24. The1r perfor-
mance took a nosedive in the second
game, as the world No 13 duo wrapped
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it up 21-14, and the tie in 42 minutes.
After the match, a dejected Tang Jie
said their opponents just outperformed
them. “I am disappointed with today’s
game; they are a very strong pair and
played better than us,” he told reporters.
Midorikawa-Saito’s next opponent will
be compatriots Yuta Watanabe-Arisa
Higashino, who defeated Danish pair
Mathias Thyrri-Amalie Magelund 21-15,
21-11.
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Ajax lose to amateur team in Dutch Cup to
continue tumultuous season

RIYADH (Agencies): Real Madrid de-
feated Atletico Madrid 5-3 after ex-
tra-time in a pulsating battle in Saudi
Arabia to reach the Spanish Super Cup
final on Wednesday. Mario Hermoso
and Antonio Rudiger exchanged ear-
ly headed goals before Ferland Mendy
sent Madrid ahead at the Al-Awwal Park
stadium in Riyadh. Antoine Griezmann
levelled with a milestone goal for Atleti-
co to become their all-time leading scor-
er and Kepa Arrizabalaga’s own goal
sent the Rojilbancos ahead, but Dani
Carvajal smashed Madrid level and

forced extra tlme Wth the game head-
ing toward penalties, Stefan Savic’s own
goal nudged Madrid ahead and Brahim
Diaz wrapped up the win on the count-
er-attack with Atletico goalkeeper Jan
Oblak stranded out of position.

Saudi Pro League unveils new partnership
with Adidas

RIYADH (Agencies): Adidas and the
Saudi Pro League have unveiled a new
partnership to promote football in the
Kingdom and drive sustained develop-
ment in the years ahead. Commenc-
ing in February 2024, the partnership
will see Adidas become the Saudi top
flight’s official match ball supplier,
enhancing the Roshn Saudi League’s
global interest and commercial attrac-
tiveness while supporting continuous
growth throughout Saudi football.
“Our partnership with Adidas rep-
resents a significant next step towards

elevating football in Saudi Arabia,”
said Saad Allazeez, vice chairman and
interim CEO of the SPL. “By aligning
with such a recognized and respected
global sportswear giant, the league en-
hances its international visibility and
benefits from greater opportunities to
attract talent, inspire investment, and
foster growth that positively impacts
football culture and the game’s na-
tional ecosystem. “This collaboration
can help reshape the Kingdom’s foot-
ball landscape, and we’re excited to
be working closely with Adidas mov-
ing forward.” Under the partnership,
RSL teams will play with the Adidas
‘Oceaunz’ ball for the remainder of
the 2023-2024 season, from February
to May. Adidas will then provide an
exclusive match ball featuring an up-
graded color palette for the 2024-2025
season, beginning in August.

Rory McElroy to lead strong field at 35th Dubai
Desert Classic

DUBAI (Agencies): Several estab-
lished stars and emerging talent are
set to tee off at the 35th edition of the
Hero Dubai Desert Classic from Jan.
18 to 21. World No. 2 and defending
champion Rory Mcllroy headlines the
field at the first Rolex Series event of
the 2024 Race to Dubai, as he seeks
to lift the famous Dallah trophy for
a historic fourth time. The Northen
Irishman will be joined by fellow Ma-
jor winners, including reigning Open
champion Brian Harman who makes
his debut at the iconic event, as well
as Padraig Harrington, Francesco Mo-
linari and Adam Scott. Most recent
Rolex Series winner Nicolai Hojgaard
— who triumphed in Dubai at the sea-
son-ending DP World Tour Champi-
onship — is joined by his twin brother
and four-time DP World Tour winner

DALY HOROSCOPE

- It’s a general reading which may
differ from person to person be-
cause of time date and year.

- ARIES: You're a natural leader.
People tend to respect what you say.
Today, it’s easier than ever to influ-
ence those around you, so get them
on board and then make sure every-
one stays in step.
- TAURUS: Expect some tussling
at home over new rules or potential
changes. You've got to make sure
that you’re not just trying to force
your vision on others, but don’t just
give up either!
— GEMINI: You meet all sorts of peo-
ple all the time, as your social mind
is constantly engaged. Today, you
may run into someone quite differ-
ent from your usual friends, and you
should pursue the lead vigorously!

- CANCER: You can work wonders

today if you let your friends or co-

workers do things a little differently.

It’s one of those days when you are

a little less sure of what used to feel

like certainties.

- LEO: New ideas are crucial to suc-

cess today, so reach out and ask for

help in brainstorming! You’'ve got
the right people on your side, so it’s
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Rasmus. Also in the lineup is Adrian
Meronk, a three-time champion in
2023, and Ryan Fox, who claimed his
fourth DP World Tour victory and first
on the Rolex Series last season. Mean-
while rising PGA TOUR star Cameron
Young is set to make his tournament
debut. Victorious European Ryder
Cup captain Luke Donald returns to
take on the Majlis Course once again,
alongside stars of that famous victory
in Rome Tommy Fleetwood and Tyr-
rell Hatton.

JANUARY 12, 2023

just a matter of time before you hit
on something great.

- VIRGO: You've got a lot to say
today. Once you open your mouth
you surprise even yourself! Try to
stay positive even if you’ve got some
complaints, because that’s the only
way to get by right now.

- LIBRA: It’s simple to get along
with your peers today, much more
so than usual. It may be that they’re
in a better mood, but even if they’re
grumpy, you can bypass all that with
a smile and a wave!

- SCORPIO: Expect parent-related
difficulties, even if they’re not so
much a part of your life any more.
It could be anything from an odd
request to a bureaucratic snafu, but
you need to handle it with care.

— SAGITTARIUS: Get out in the
world and see what you find. It’s
sure to surprise you! It’s just one
of those days when exploration is
rewarded with fun and good times
instead of disappointment and bore-
dom.

— CAPRICORN: Inspiration is strik-
ing left and right today, and when it
finally hits you, expect to see what
you want out of the future much
more clearly! You should be able to
get going on it right away.

— ACQUARIUS: Don’t hold back to-
day. People need to hear your ideas!
You’re in the right place and the
right time to make a real difference,
but only if you’re willing to take the
risk of being misunderstood.

- PISCES: You are a little over-
whelmed, at least mentally, and
could really use some downtime to
collect your thoughts. It’s a great
day to take off early or take a long
walk by yourself if you can.
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Israel, Hezbollah trade strikes as diplomats call for calm

BEIRUT (Agencies): Israel has contin-
ued its strikes against Hezbollah targets
in Lebanon amid mounting fears of a
war on the border. Hezbollah also struck
back against targets in Israel despite
warnings from Israeli officials. Reports in
local Lebanese and Israeli media say that
Israel’s provocative targeting of Hezbol-
lah could lure the group into all-out con-
flict. Since Oct. 8, when Hezbollah fired
dozens of rockets toward Israel in sup-
port of the Hamas-led attack, the group
has continued to carry out low-level
strikes on Israel, alarming the Lebanese
government. Caretaker Prime Minister
Najib Mikati has attempted to ease ten-
sions. In talks with German Foreign Min-
ister Annalena Baerbock, he said: “Leba-
non respects all international resolutions,
starting with the armistice agreement, to
achieve permanent stability in southern
Lebanon.” Mikati urged support for the

UK Foreign Secretary:
China’s Approach

Has Become More
Aggressive

LONDON (Agencies): British Foreign
Secretary David Cameron has stated
that China has grown more “aggressive
and assertive” since his tenure as the
UK Prime Minister from 2010 to 2016.
Speaking before the UK Foreign Affairs
Committee, Cameron cited China’s al-
leged repression of Uyghur Muslims,
policies in Hong Kong, and “wolf war-
rior diplomacy” as examples of this be-
havior. Despite the concerns, he empha-
sized the importance of engaging with
China on issues like climate change
and artificial intelligence. The remarks
come amid reports of China detaining
the head of an overseas consulting firm,
accusing him of gathering sensitive data
for MI6, which the UK has not com-
mented on.

Boeing Acknowledges
Design Flaws After
137 Max-9 Fuselage

Blowout

WASH[NGTON (Agenaes) Boemg has
admitted design faults following an in-
cident where a large piece of fuselage
broke off a 737 Max-9 plane soon after
takeoff, prompting the grounding of
the aircraft model in multiple countries.
Alaska Airlines Flight 1282, en route
from Portland to California, experienced
a blowout that left a significant hole in
its left side. While all 177 passengers
and crew were unharmed, the incident
raised concerns about Boeing’s “quality
control problems.” CEO Dave Calhoun
acknowledged the mistake, promising
transparency. The FAA ordered the
temporary grounding of 171 Boeing 737
Max 9 aircraft for inspection. Turkish
Airlines, Copa Airlines, and Aeromex-
ico also grounded planes for technical
reviews. Emirates’ chief cited Boeing’s
longstanding quality control issues. The
737 Max series has faced challenges
since two fatal crashes in 2018 and 2019,
leading to a 20-month grounding.

Ira(hSeeks Quick Exit
S Forces but No
Deadline Set

WASHINGTON (Agencies): Iraq aims
for a swift and orderly negotiated exit
of US-led military forces from the coun-
try, without setting a specific deadline,
according to Prime Minister Moham-
med Shia Al-Sudani. He described the
US presence as destabilizing, especial-
ly amid regional spillover from Israel’s
military offensive against Palestinians in
Gaza. The calls for the coalition’s depar-
ture have gained momentum, particu-
larly from Shia Muslim factions close to
Iran. The US currently has around 2,500
troops in Irag. Sudani emphasized the
need for reorganizing the relationship
to avoid being a target for internal or
foreign parties.

Lebanese army “to enable it to carry out
its duties.” He added: “The time has come
to find a permanent and just solution
to the Palestinian cause, starting with a
ceasefire and launching an international
path for a final and comprehensive solu-
tion based on the two-state principle.”
Meanwhile, Israel ramped up efforts
on its northern border, using incendiary
material to ignite forest fires in Lebanon.

The Lebanese Army Command said in
a statement: “A joint army and UNIFIL
patrol in the outskirts of the border town
of Labbouneh found three hoses used
to pump incendiary materials that were
placed by the Israeli enemy, from inside
the occupied Palestinian territories to
Lebanese territory. A specialized army
unit worked to dismantle them in the
presence of UNIFIL members.

US School Shifts Students for Migrant Shelter
Amid Storm Threat

NEW YORK (Agencies): Thousands
of New York City public school stu-
dents were instructed to attend re-
mote classes on Wednesday to ac-
commodate migrants sheltering in
a Brooklyn high school gymnasium
during an approaching storm. James
Madison High School was activat-
ed as a temporary respite center for
around 1,900 migrants from a nearby
tent city. The relocation, deemed a
precautionary measure due to pre-
dicted 70mph winds, raised concerns
about the duration of their stay in the
gym. City Hall spokeswoman Kayla
Mamelak characterized the move as
proactive for the safety of individu-
als at the center. Mayor Eric Adams
had previously attempted to convert
public school gyms into migrant
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housing last spring, facing opposition
from parents. Since spring 2022, over
162,000 migrants have arrived in New
York City, overwhelming the shelter
system and prompting the construc-
tion of tent complexes. Adams pre-
dicted a $12 billion cost over three
years for the resulting humanitarian
crisis. The city has declared a state of
emergency and experienced a signifi-
cant exodus of residents in 2023.

South Korea Resumes Military Exercises
Amidst Rising Tensions with North

Seoul (Agenc1es) South Korea has an-
nounced its intention to restart military
exercises, previously halted under a
2018 security pact with North Korea.
The decision comes in response to re-
cent shows of force by North Korea, in-

cluding artillery volleys near the border;
violating the terms of the 2018 agree-
ment. The resumption of war games
will involve live-fire artillery drills, land,
and sea border operations. South Ko-
rea is also considering scrapping the
security pact to enhance military read-
iness. The move follows a major North
Korean artillery barrage prompting the
evacuation of South Korean border is-
lands. Tensions escalated as both sides
engaged in artillery drills in response to
perceived military provocations.

US Seeks Bids for Domestic Supply of
Highly-Enriched Uranium to Reduce Dependency
on Russia

NEWYORK (Agencies): The US De-
partment of Energy has opened the
bidding process for companies to es-
tablish a reliable domestic supply of
highly-enriched uranium (HALEU) to
fuel advanced nuclear reactors. Cur-
rently, the US is dependent on Rus-
sian-enriched fuel for its new-gener-
ation nuclear power plants, making
it vulnerable in the atomic energy
sector. HALEU is a critical compo-
nent for the operation of advanced
reactors, enabling smaller and more
versatile designs with heightened

et

safety, security, and nonproliferation
standards. The Department of En-
ergy’s initiative aims to bolster the
nation’s energy independence and
strategic capabilities while adhering
to the highest nuclear standards.

NASA Shifts Crewed Moon Landing Mission to 2026

NEWYORK (Agenmes) NASA has post-
poned the scheduled Artemis program’s
manned moon mission until September
2026, marking a significant delay in the
first US crewed lunar landing in over 50

years. The adjustment aims to provide
more time to address challenges related
to the development and integration of
spacecraft systems. Artemis II is now tar-
geted for September 2025, while Artemis
III, the mission involving human landing
on the lunar south pole, is rescheduled
for September 2026. The decision is driv-
en by the need to overcome unexpected
issues, including the development of new
spacesuits and problems encountered
during the Artemis I mission.

UN Security Council Condemns Houthi Attacks
on Vessels in Red Sea

NEW YORK (Agencies): The UN Se-
curity Council has adopted a resolution
strongly condemning multiple Houthi
attacks on ships in the Red Sea over the
past two months. These attacks, num-
bering 24, have raised concerns about
disruptions in global trade and regional
security. The resolution, co-authored by
the US and Japan, demands an imme-
diate cessation of such behavior and
the release of the Japan-operated car-
go ship Galaxy Leader and its 25 crew
members. It emphasizes respect for in-
ternational law regarding navigational

rights and freedoms, allowing member
states to defend their vessels from at-
tacks. The Houthi rebels have targeted
commercial vessels, threatening to con-
tinue until Israel ends its war on Gaza.
The resolution also calls for respect for a
targeted arms embargo and condemns
the provision of weapons to the Houth-
is, violating UN Resolution 2216. Rus-
sia, China, Algeria, and Mozambique
abstained from the vote, while Russia’s
proposed amendments linking Houthi
attacks to the Gaza conflict were voted
down.

World

Greek PM Pushes for Same-Sex Marriage
Legalization

ATHENS (Agencies): Despite op-
position from lawmakers and the
Orthodox Church, Greece’s Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis plans
to submit legislation for same-sex
marriage. The bill aims to end dis-
crimination based on sexual orien-
tation in marital relationships, al-
lowing adoption but not surrogate
parenthood. Mitsotakis acknowl-
edges potential divisions within his
party and seeks cross-party support.
The influential Orthodox Church op-
poses the reforms. Public opinion is

divided, with 49% against and 35%
in favor. Greece legalized same-sex
civil partnerships in 2015, but same-
sex couples are currently unable to
adopt children.

US and China Conclude Military Talks at
Pentagon Amid Rising Tensions

WASHINGTON (Agencies): The US
and China have completed two days of
military talks at the Pentagon, aiming to
re-establish military communications
and prevent the risk of operational in-
cidents or miscalculations. Michael
Chase, Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense for China, Taiwan, and Mon-
golia, met with China’s Major General
Song Yanchao to discuss regional and
global security issues. The talks come
in the backdrop of escalating tensions
over Taiwan, and Beijing emphasized
that the US should end “provocative

Ecuador Boosts Security
at Energy Facilities Amid
Unrest

QUITO (Agencies): Ecuadorian state-
run oil producer Petroecuador has in-
creased security measures at its facilities
in response to the recent surge in armed
gang violence and unrest in the country.
The move follows President Daniel No-
boa’s declaration of an “internal armed
conflict” after gunmen attacked a TV
station and engaged in violent incidents
across Ecuador. Petroecuador stated
that refineries, oil fields, pipelines, and
terminals are under special control to
ensure personnel safety and uninter-
rupted operations. Ecuador’s oil pro-
duction has often been impacted by pro-
tests, and in December; force majeure
was declared at the Ishpingo field due to
indigenous community protests.

Over 6,000 US Flights
Delayed, Canceled Over
Severe Weather

WASHINGTON  (Agencies): More
than 6,000 flights have been delayed
or canceled in the US due to severe
thunderstorms and strong winds on
the country’s Eastern coast, the Flight
Aware tracker reported on Tuesday.
“Total delays within, into, or out of the
United States today: 5,337, the portal
said, adding that over 900 flights were
canceled. The most significant chang-
es in schedule occurred in the Chicago
O’Hare International Airport, where
more than 100 flights were canceled,
and about 450 flights were delayed, the
data showed. Three airports in the US
capital of Washington, DC, faced about
170 cancellations and almost 350 delays
in total. Strong winds and heavy rains
caused about 350,000 power cuts in five
US states — North Carolina, Georgia,
Pennsylvania, Florida and South Caro-
lina, poweroutages.us portal revealed.
US National Weather Service (NWS)
warned about widespread heavy rain,
strong winds, and severe thunderstorms
in the area, which will continue

until Wednesday.

actions” in the South China Sea before

seeking military contacts. The resump-
tion of military ties was agreed upon
during a meeting between Presidents
Joe Biden and Xi Jinping in 2023.

Italian Parliament
Approves Resolution to
Continue Military Aid to

Ukraine

ROME (Agencies): The Italian Par-
liament has passed a resolution in
both houses, with 190-49 votes in
the lower house and 103-24 votes
in the Senate, to continue providing
military aid to Ukraine. The resolu-
tion calls on the Italian government
to support Ukraine’s state authori-
ties through the transfer of materi-
als and military equipment, aligning
with NATO, EU, and international
commitments. Simultaneously, a
resolution to halt arms supplies to
Ukraine, submitted by the opposi-
tion Five Star Movement and the
Greens and Left Alliance, was re-
jected. Italy has previously adopted
eight packages of military aid for
Ukraine, with the latest approved in
December.

US State Department
Approves $329 Million
Military Sale to Egypt

CAIRO (Agencies): The US State De-
partment has granted approval for two
military equipment sales totaling $329
million to Egypt, according to the De-
fense Security Cooperation Agency
(DSCA). The approved sales include
Light Tactical Vehicle Chassis and Fleet
Build, estimated at $200 million, and
28-Meter Patrol Craft Kits along with re-
lated equipment valued at $129 million.
The DSCA has certified the required
documentation to Congress for both
sales. These proposed deals aim to en-
hance Egypt’s security capabilities, sup-
porting US foreign policy and national
security objectives by strengthening
Egypt’s ability to conduct security oper-
ations both internally and externally.
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